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More than 12 children abused every day in first half of 2018: report
A report released by the NGO Sahil has revealed that cases of child abuse increased by 32pc in the first six months of 2018
compared to the first half of 2017.
The report found that a total of 2,322 child abuse
cases were reported by newspapers in all four
provinces, as well as Islamabad, Azad Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan. In comparison, 1,764 such
incidents were reported from January to June
2017.
More than 12 children were abused every day
during the January to June period of this year, the
data shows. In addition, 1,725 cases were reported
from rural areas and 597 from urban areas.
Cases of sexual abuse of boys increased by 47pc,
the report said, while cases of sexual abuse of girls
increased by 22pc compared to last year.
Children between the ages of six and 15 are the most vulnerable to abuse, the report said.
However, it also found an alarming increase in cases of children up to the age of five. In the first six months of 2017, a total of 79
such cases were reported, but 321 rape cases of children up to the age of five were recorded for the first half of this year.
The report said that in 48pc of cases the abuse was committed by acquaintances, in 14pc it was committed by acquaintances with
strangers, in 11pc it was committed by strangers and in 12pc of cases the identity of the abuser was not mentioned.
A total of 24pc of cases occurred at the acquaintance’s place, 15pc at the victim’s place and 10pc in the field – these findings were
similar to last year’s.
Out of the total cases of child abuse that the report noted, 89pc were registered with the police. The police refused to register 32
cases, and 17 were not registered for various reasons.
Compared to last year, the number of registered cases has increased by 59pc while police refusals to register cases have
decreased by 32pc.
According to the provincial breakdown, 65pc of cases were reported from Punjab and 26pc from Sindh.
A total of 69 cases were reported from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 68 from the capital, 55 from Balochistan, 21 from AJK and two from
GB.
One of the authors of the report, Mamtaz Gohar told Dawn that although child abuse cases were expected to fall in the wake of the
Zainab case, they had unfortunately increased.
“However, another view is that the Zainab murder case gave victims’ families courage to speak out rather than hide incidents of
sexual abuse. The good thing is that, soon after that case, a drastic change has been noticed in the attitude and behaviour of
families towards such cases,” he said.
(By Ikram Junaidi Dawn, 04, 31/08/2018)

Child sexual abuse
IT is time the government adopted tough legal measures to prosecute child sexual abuse cases so that we are able to protect our
future generations. Calling out the cruel indifference of the state towards child rights, a recent report on child sexual abuse revealed
2,322 cases countrywide between January and June this year, compared to the same period in 2017 when 1,764 incidents were
recorded. This indicates a 32pc increase. Collating media reports, Sahil, a child rights organisation, noted that more than 12 children
were abused every day. These statistics not only underline the deep-seated complexity of the problem but remind us of the perils of
not taking action against abusers. When the rule of law is inadequate, perpetrators remain unaffected, especially when the police
respond in a way that does not protect underprivileged victims. Children between the ages of six and 15 years are the most
vulnerable, while there is an alarming increase in under-five rape cases. This uptick in numbers, however, could be attributed to the
increase in complaints filed as some victims and their families have begun to courageously speak out after the public outrage
spurred by the Kasur child sexual scandal in 2015. Yet, breaking the silence can prove perilous; survivors are often disbelieved,
even ostracised. According to the report, 48pc of abusers were acquainted with their victims. When abusers belong to the same
community or family, it is easier for them to lure their victims and threaten them into silence.
Although the rape and murder of six-year-old Zainab in Kasur elicited national anger not too long ago, much remains to be done to
tackle the underlying causes of such crimes, as well as to adopt measures to prosecute sexual violence. To this end, not only is

Pakistan a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, but the state has legislated to criminalise child sexual assault,
child pornography and trafficking. The problem, however, lies in inadequate implementation. As a first step, the government must
constitute a national commission to protect child rights. Secondly, streamlining better processes to facilitate complaints and
providing counselling and medical help are imperative. Raising public awareness in schools and in the media on recognising and
preventing all forms of abuse should be mandatory. For too long, the epidemic of violence against children has been sidelined. This
must change to protect their future.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 01/09/2018)

Welfare organisation launches 10-day drive to enrol child beggars
Six-year-old Hassani watched from one side of the road as the students of the Footpath School in white jerseys and caps settled
down in their chairs on a vacant plot in Badar Commercial Area of DHA Phase-5 on
Wednesday. Some of the staff of the Ocean Welfare Organisation also saw her and
thought of approaching her to invite her into the open-air classroom.
Hassani didn’t speak Urdu. Realising that she understood Balochi only, Syeda Anfas Ali
Shah Zaidi, the president of the organisation, asked one of her staff who spoke the
language to talk to the little girl. Maham Baloch, who spoke her language, then invited
Hassani to come and sit with the other children but the child’s eyes quickly darted to her
in-charge, a teenage beggar girl carrying a baby on one hip, who shook her head.
Hassani then also shook her head.
But Maham didn’t want to give up on her. She told her that if she sat in class she would get a new notebook, pencils and even a
schoolbag. Hassani longingly turned her head to the students again. She looked at her supervisor again. Tears started to well up in
her eyes. She was torn between both sides.
This was the start of the Footpath School’s 10-day campaign titled ‘Stop begging start learning’ and already there were some four to
five beggar children sitting in their class singing nursery rhymes such as ‘Nani teri morrni ko morr le gaye’ and ‘Machhli’. A few
minutes later, Hassani’s young supervisor’s heart also melted and after surveying the area to check for her own supervisor, she
allowed the child to forget about her begging duties for a little while and join the students. She was on top of the world when
presented with a notebook and pencils of her own.
Kids urged to ‘stop begging start learning’
Syeda smiled. “This is how my children, who also just like her begged in the streets, motivate others to learn,” she told Dawn. “My
children have come a long way. I mean look at them now. Besides learning how to read and write they are also so well-mannered,”
she said watching them with pride.
There were a few working on posters with positive messages about education and how it can help you. Ahmed Rafiq and Shaan
Haider were busy colouring while Shahzaib, Farhan and Shahzad were busy putting different colour shiny stars on them. Finding no
new place for a gold and silver star on a finished poster, they stuck the stickers on their cheeks.
Some also shared their dreams for the future. Ahmed Rafiq said that he wanted to become a policeman after completing his
education; Shaan Haider wanted to be a doctor; Shahzad an army officer and Ruqayya, who was helping with the decorations, a
teacher.
“We will continue with our campaign in various areas in the coming nine days,” said Syeda. She shared that they would hold classes
at Teen Talwar, near PIDC, Tariq Road, Shahbaz Commercial Area, Hassan Square, Jauhar Chowrangi, Hyderi Market, Gulshan-iIqbal, etc.
She also said that with the support of the Sindh police, celebrities, civil society activists and the media, their campaign is about
requesting citizens to stop giving out money to street children which they usually do out of sympathy, and instead donate it to those
working for children’s education.
“Your money totally destroys their lives and then they make it [begging] their lifestyle resulting in even fewer chances for these
children to leave the streets,” she said.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 15, 11/10/2018)

Sindh cabinet imposes ban on child beggary
The Sindh cabinet has imposed a ban on child beggary and directed the social welfare department to pick up children begging at
traffic intersections and in streets and rehabilitate them at welfare centres.
A meeting of the cabinet, presided over by Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, was held
at the New Sindh Secretariat on Tuesday. The meeting was attended by all the provincial
ministers, advisers and special assistants to the chief minister. Sindh chief secretary
Mumtaz Shah conducted the meeting.
The items on the agenda included a progress report on fixing price of wheat crop,
discussion on a report about the existing legal provision on beggary, tariff differential

subsidy to new captive power plants, constitution of a governing body of the Sehwan Development Authority, amendment to the
Sindh Zakat & Ushr Act, and power of the provincial cabinet in financial matters. A presentation on the water position was given to
the cabinet as an additional item.
CM wants helpline 1121 projected in the media to protect children’s rights
At the start of the meeting, the chief minister and the cabinet members expressed profound grief over the death of two small children
who reportedly died from consumption of “poisonous food”. The chief minister directed the chief secretary to strengthen the food
authority and start inspection of all food outlets.
CM’s Adviser on Law and Information Murtaza Wahab presented the findings of his committee on the beggary issue. The other
members of the committee were Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho and Minister for Social Welfare Hari Ram.
The report said that there were enough laws available to deal with the issue. Section 7 of the West Pakistan Vagrancy Ordinance
158, for instance, prohibited beggary.
The report also pointed out that in 2011 the assembly had passed the Sindh Child Protection Authority Act 2011, which called for
ensuring the rights of children in need of special measures.
Chief Minister Shah in consultation with the cabinet decided to ban beggary all over Sindh. He directed the social welfare
department to launch a special campaign against child beggary.
Mr Shah directed the district administration and the police to help the social welfare department in the drive to be launched against
child beggary and round up child beggars and send them to Sweet Home and Street Children Centre, Korangi, where they would be
rehabilitated. “I want to provide them shelter, food, sports and education so that they could be made useful citizens of the country,”
he said.
He also directed the social welfare department to make the Child Protection Authority an effective organisation. “Helpline 1121 must
be projected in the media so that the common man could complain wherever the rights of a child are seen to be compromised,” he
said, adding that in the next phase, another drive would be launched against beggary. “I don’t want to see any child stretching his
hand for alms at the signals and in the streets,” he said.
It was pointed out that the Street Children Centre, Korangi, was nearing completion. The chief minister directed minister for works
and services Nasir Shah to get it completed on war footings.
Disposal of wheat stocks
The cabinet also decided to dispose of Sindh’s wheat stocks of 1,745,815 tonnes at a release price of Rs3,315 per 100kg jute bag
and Rs3,250 PP bag and it would put a Rs6.7 billion financial burden of subsidy on the provincial exchequer.
The chief minister had constituted a committee under Chief Secretary Mumtaz Shah and the secretaries for finance and food as its
members to recommend an issue price.
The committee presented its report on the stock position.
The cabinet discussed the tariff differential subsidy to the Sindh New Captive Power Plants (SNCPPs). It was told that the
government had received claims of six SNCPPs amounting to Rs2.3bn.
The chief minister said that those six SNCPPs were located in rural areas such as Dadu, Shikarpur and Thatta and generating
103.7MW power and feeding it into the local grid.
When asked how much impact it had made on the loadshedding in small districts, Energy Minister Imtiaz Shaikh said that there was
no such apparatus to assess their impact. The power they were generating was being fed into the national grid, therefore the
assessment of its impact was quite difficult.
The CM directed the minister to make arrangements to assess the impact on local loadshedding and report it to him.
Mr Shah also said that the claimant NCPPs would furnish a chartered accountant certificate that all the subsidy claims were made in
accordance with the act, rules, policy tariff, Nepra tariff and other related regulations. The cabinet approved a subsidy of Rs2.3bn for
disbursement as per law.
Water shortage
Special Assistant to the Chief Minister on Water Ashfaq Memon told the cabinet that 38 per cent shortage of irrigation water for the
current Rabi crop had been declared by the Indus River System Authority. There were apprehensions of an increase in the
shortage.
The cabinet decided for comparatively higher supplies for sowing wheat crop during November and December. The supplies would
be kept at the minimum during the last 10 days of December and to the end of January, taking advantage of the closures to save
water for crops in February onwards. The supply of water in the canals, branches and distributaries would be made as per the
rotation plans prepared by the regions concerned. Provision of water for drinking would be ensured regularly.
The cabinet also approved an amendment to the Zakat & Ushr law under which Karachi had been declared as the city of six districts
so that distribution could be made accordingly.

(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 14/11/2018)

