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'There is no official directorate of public libraries in Pakistan'
According to Liaquat Memorial Library Director Bashir Ahmed Abro, there is no official directorate of public libraries in Pakistan.
Abro has many other things in mind that trouble him. ―The world over, libraries fall under the education
department or the local governments, but I find that the Sindh culture department is more involved in holding fairs
and festivals in the province than looking after the libraries of the city!‖
Bahawalpur Central Library: A treasure trove for bibliophiles
The Liaquat National Library, now known as the Liaquat Memorial Library, was established in 1950 with the intention of having a
national library in the then capital city of Karachi in the newly-created Pakistan.
However, later, Karachi lost its status as the capital under President Ayub Khan. The change even took away the
‗national‘ from the library‘s name and replaced it with ‗memorial‘. The country‘s national library was established in
Islamabad, the new capital of the country, instead.
Liaquat Memorial Library is a public library which has 200,000 books within its fold, covering almost 200 subjects. It employs 77 staff
members, who work in two shifts, to manage the library.
Facilitating students: With digital libraries, Punjab aims to promote reading
―Around 25 libraries in Sindh fall under the jurisdiction of the Sindh culture department, of which three are located in Karachi,‖ Abro
told The Express Tribune.
―Liaquat Memorial Library is one such library that is open to the public free of cost and about 1,500 individuals
visit it on a daily basis, including about 1,300 young men, 150 women and 50 children,‖ Abro said, adding that
the three public libraries in Karachi include the Benazir Public Library in Sachal Goth and Jinnah Model Library in
New Karachi, apart from Liaquat Memorial Library adjacent to the old Pakistan Television station.
Abro has also been able to bring in a Lincoln Corner, a space that focuses on constructive learning of US education, lifestyle and
activities, at the library where American literature is easily accessible.
Promoting reading habits: Japan provides Rs9.9m grant for mobile libraries in Islamabad
The corner offers a children‘s space, newspaper section, meeting room, computer facilities, online material and a collection of
books, magazines and DVDs. Besides this, the section often hosts lecture series on various topics and has regular English
language classes.
Abro, a graduate of Karachi University‘s 1982 batch, holds a Master‘s degree in public library science. He has
been associated with this library for the past 10 years. He started off as the deputy director of the library for his
initial five years and moved on to the post of director for another five years. His tenure will end in August.
Abro often frequented the library as a student when he wanted to study. However, he lamented that today, 99% of the students who
come in do not read the books placed in the library, but rather, feed their brain with information from notes that they bring from
home.
Liaquatabad’s women now have a library to go to
―For these students, having an environment conducive to reading is more important than the library itself, which offers them insight
that can help them grow intellectually and learn,‖ Abro said.
―The internet hasn‘t reduced a European man‘s reading habits. He is reading on the subway, in a café or anywhere else, but here in
Pakistan, reading habits have been greatly affected by the practice of rote-learning. No creative thinking can be moulded on that
same panel,‖ he said.
―In August, I will be retiring from this position and fear a bureaucrat will come [on this post] and create havoc. There really is no
professional staff capable of taking the lead here,‖ Abro lamented.
Punjab govt directs libraries to purchase PM Nawaz’s biography
On a more positive note, Abro shared he plans to bring Turkish reading material into the library stock. ―I will be giving some space to
Turkish books within the library premises. The Turkish library will also add much significance to our library. This will be happening in
the near future,‖ he said.
(By Saadia Qamar The Express Tribune 15, 01/07/2017)

BIEK officials collude with ‘agent mafia’ in cheating, exam malpractices: CTD report
Private agents in collusion with officials of the Board of Intermediate Education Karachi (BIEK) were allegedly involved in cheating
and other malpractices during examinations for huge financial gains, says an inquiry report prepared by the police‘s CounterTerrorism Department (CTD) recently.

Sources quoting the contents of the report told Dawn on Sunday that at least 23 officials of the board, five education department
officials and ‗private agent mafia‘ were involved in ―paper leaks, change of student (through fake admit card), change of examination
centre of students‘ choice, enhancing marks after the conclusion of the papers, organising large-scale cheating and other
malpractices relating to appearing in the examination and its passing‖.
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, taking cognisance of the cheating through WhatsApp by the students during recently held
examinations and leaking of examination papers, had ordered an inquiry into the matter.
Additional IGP CTD Sindh Dr Sanaullah Abbasi assigned this inquiry to the SSP Investigation CTD, Naveed Ahmed Nisar Khowaja.
The report has been submitted to the chief minister through home department recently, sources familiar with this development told
Dawn.
The inquiry was divided into three parts.
Pre-paper leak
The CTD report pointed out that technical evidence, collected during the inquiry, did not provide any clue of leaking of any
examination paper from the Karachi Board. However, the technical evidence showed leaking of paper (pre-paper leak) from
Hyderabad Board.
The news of paper leak and cheating by students was broken by the media.
During the inquiry, forensic analysis of the cell phones of four persons (allegedly involved in the paper leak and providing cheating
material to students via WhatsApp) was carried out that revealed the malpractices.
Regarding the use of Indian SIM cards, the sources said that one suspect had established contact with two Indian cell phone
numbers to collect the cheating material. However, no such material was uploaded on his cell phone from the Indian cell phones.
―These Indian cell phones were not found operating within the cyber/cellular space of Pakistan.‖
Post-paper leak
The CTD claimed that post-paper leak was a common phenomenon ―due to lack of control of the staff conducting the examination‖,
especially in areas such as Gadap, Malir, Steel Town, Korangi and Jogi Mor, where it was a common practice that students take a
photo of the examination paper as soon as they obtain it and then send it to their group from where they receive solved papers.
―This is a common practice which exists uncontrolled everywhere in the city as the students easily take their cell phones inside the
examination centres.‖
Role of private agents
The CTD inquiry report said that ―a private agent mafia‖ thrived around educational institutes and played a bridge between the board
officials/staff and students, aiding in the malpractices.
It claimed there were at least nine such private agents, including one who was a private school teacher involved in such
malpractices.
These agents had links with board officials and education staffs who were involved in paper leaks and other illegal activities such as
change of candidate through fake admit card, change of centre and facilitating the student to indulge in cheating for monetary gains.
―The forensic analysis of phone calls of such nine agents proved their contact with certain board officials and education staff,‖
sources quoting the CTD report said.
Role of officials
The report pointed out there were five officials of education department who were allegedly found involved in paper leaks, facilitating
the students to indulge in cheating and other malpractices. While there were at least 23 officials of the Intermediate Board working in
different sections who were allegedly involved.
However, the board officials told the CTD inquiry team that only three staff members of the board were involved in such
malpractices and departmental action against them was under process. The culprits were absconding since the breaking of news of
paper leaks and other malpractices including cheating by students.
Professors’ association
The board officials also told the inquiry team that they had posted 13 professors as CCO and centre superintendents of different
colleges and higher secondary schools in various areas on the ―recommendation and influence‖ of one senior office-bearer of Sindh
Professors and Lecturers Association.
During the CTD inquiry, it was transpired that students have created groups on Whatsapp to receive and send cheating material.
The students were also found involved in all the above mentioned malpractices with the help of board officials/staff and agent mafia.
They used social media for this job.
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn 15, 03/07/2017)

Exam malpractices

IT is a measure of how bankrupt a society is when those tasked with educating its younger generation are willing to barter the
country‘s future for profit. An inquiry report by the Counter-Terrorism Department has exposed a massive racket in Karachi‘s
secondary education system The investigation implicates 23 officials of the Board of Intermediate Education Karachi and five
education department officials. These individuals, in collusion with a ―private agent mafia‖, were engaged in leaking question papers;
making fake admit cards to enable fraud; changing examination centres as per students‘ choice; enhancing marks post-tabulation;
organising large-scale cheating; and other malpractices to game the examination system. The Hyderabad Board has also been
found to be culpable to some extent. According to the report, there were nine private agents who were the intermediaries between
the board officials/staff and the students. It was a racket that minted money for all those playing a role in it.
While we have sadly become almost blasé about corruption, there are some scandals that still have the capacity to shock and
dishearten. This is one of them. It is difficult to comprehend the mindset of education officials who would participate, for the right
price, in further decimating this country‘s public education system. It is not the first time that BIEK has been found involved in such
illegal activities, and it is high time those involved in such practices were prosecuted to the full extent of the law. And what to say of
those students who would take short cuts to ‗success‘ and accept plaudits they do not deserve rather than work for well-earned
accolades? Moreover, those who manage to manipulate the system cannot find success in their chosen careers, for they will not
have acquired knowledge, only the know-how of using deceit to achieve their ends. Unfortunately perhaps, the use of unethical
means by some students also discourages the many who apply themselves diligently to their studies, those young people who are
our hope for tomorrow.
(Dawn 08, 04/07/2017)

Off the streets and into schoolroom
Sitting on colourful chairs, under the shade of neem trees, 120 children have discovered new hope in education at the Fixit School.
Spread over around 400 square-yards of space on Abul Hassan Isphani Road, the FixIt School began a
month ago with only 27 children and the aim was to provide free-of-cost education to the children of the
nation.
―The children here are mostly street children and work in the morning,‖ said a teacher at the school, Razia
Junaid, adding that most of the children who study here sell tissue paper or flowers outside universities, work as mechanics‘
assistants or clean car windshields at traffic lights. Some female students also work as maids.
Advertisement
Footpath School children in Karachi dance their hearts out
Students at the school have been divided into three sections – level zero, where students who have never been to a school are
placed, level one, where students who have basic elementary education are placed, and level two, which comprises students who
abandoned their studies due to financial issues but have basic education.
―We have given the students uniforms, copies, books and basic stationary items,‖ said the head of the
school, Sobia Butt. While distributing files to students, she said they do not allow the children to take the
books and stationary home. Instead, they have made files for each student, with their names printed on the
front, which they give them every day at school.
A year ago, the project proposal was put to FixIt founder Alamgir Khan. ―The compound was empty, so we thought; why not make
use of it? We met the parents and convinced them to send their children to the school in their spare time,‖ she said. Sobia also said
that they also conducted training sessions for teachers, as it is challenging for teachers to teach children who have never had any
previous formal schooling.
Project for out-of-school children launched in Islamabad
There are 35 people working at the school, including two guards, 22 female teachers, 10 male teachers and a head teacher.
―Teachers work here voluntarily and each teacher works every alternate day. The school is open five days a week,‖ she explained.
Teachers at the school arrange their own transportation and mainly live in Saadi Town, near the airport and in
Gulshan-e-Iqbal.
―The main challenge with these kids is to teach them manners,‖ explained Sumbul Butt, a teacher at the school.
She said first teach the students basic etiquette such as how to sit, how to keep themselves clean or how to
behave with teachers.
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A majority of the students at the makeshift school walk almost half-an-hour to come and study, as most of them
Goth or Quaid-i-Azam Colony. ―I reach school in 10 minutes, as me and my friends run
we‘re lucky, we sometimes get rides from vans that are passing by,‖ said Farhan Khan, a
at the school.

Twelve-year-old Abu Bakar, who is the eldest of five siblings, helps his father stitch clothes and then attends school. ―I want to be a
doctor and for that I will work hard and earn money to complete my education,‖ he said resolutely. Dua Nawab, who sells vegetables
with her mother in her neighbourhood, used to study at a government school but never enjoyed studying due to lack of faculty and
teachers‘ interest. ―I enjoy studying here and I have not missed a single day since I joined,‖ she said proudly.
PTV Global to be converted into children’s TV network
So far, Rs70,000 has been spent on the school, all of which was collected by the teachers and through donations. ―Iqra University
donated the chairs to us,‖ said Sobia.
The FixIt School will be expanding to other areas and will soon be setting up their new campus in North Nazimabad.
(By Yusra Salim The Express Tribune 15, 04/07/2017)

Islamic culture centre in Karachi to be restored, orders SC
The Supreme Court (SC) directed on Friday the provincial government and Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) authorities to
restore to its original position a portion of the alMarkaz-e-Islami, which was converted into a cinema.
A three-judge bench, headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed, also directed the KMC to take appropriate action against the corporation‘s
employees, as well as the contractor who, in collusion with each other, had turned the place into a cinema in violation of the rules.
Initially, the Islamic cultural centre was planned during the tenure of then Jamaat-e-Islami mayor Abdul Sattar Afghani. Spreading
over six acres of land, the building, named the alMarkaz-e-Islami, was planned in Federal B Area to comprise hostels, a library,
picture gallery, research hall for 100 people and an auditorium for around 350 people. Later, during the tenure of the party‘s
Naimatullah Khan, it was planned that a Quran-o-Sunnat Academy would be set up there.
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Last year, then chief justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali had initiated suo motu proceedings based on an application written by the
Jamaat-e-Islami‘s Karachi amir, Hafiz Naeemur Rehman.
Supreme Court stops K-P from forming judicial commission on Mashal lynching
The top court was previously told by the KMC that the corporation had rented out the auditorium of the Islamic centre to a cinema
house for Rs200,000 per month.
During Friday‘s proceedings, Advocate Taufeeq Asif, who represented Jamaat-e-Islami, informed the court that the auditorium has
been used to screen films for the last five years.
He argued that the Islamic culture centre had been converted into a cinema house, which was an un-Islamic and immoral offence.
This act is also against the ideology of Pakistan, he claimed.
Asif informed the court that the building meant for religious cultural activities was rented out by then mayor Syed Mustafa Kamal. He
said later the premises was sublet to the M/s Cinepax, which was screening movies in the auditorium by converting it into a cinema.
A lawyer representing the KMC told the court that the corporation had sealed the premises over non-payment of dues, but the
private contractor, M/s Cinepax, had obtained a stay order. The court was pleaded to grant leave to appeal against the Sindh High
Court‘s stay and grant a stay against the same.
Supreme Court set to indict Nehal on July 10
The Jamaat-e-Islami lawyer pleaded to the apex court to order the restoration of the Islamic culture centre to its original form for the
purpose it was established instead of turning into a cinema.
The apex court suspended the stay order granted by the high court and directed the provincial government and KMC authorities to
restore the alMarkaz-e-Islami to its original position, as it was before it was turned into a cinema.
The court also referred the matter to the National Accountability Bureau to investigate into the alleged non-payment of the rent to the
KMC by M/s Cinepax, as alleged by the former. The judges called for compliance reports from the accountability bureau and other
authorities by the next date of the hearing.
(By Naeem Sahoutara The Express Tribune 13, 08/07/2017)

Early education
The writer is a former federal secretary.
PAKISTAN has some 100 million people who are illiterate; of these about 24m are children. There are at least 28m children in public
and private schools today. What these children are learning is another matter; poor education stems from low public-sector
spending, shaky infrastructure, dearth of qualified teachers, and above all, a lack of understanding of what education actually
entails.
Educational and neurological research indicates that the first five years of life, the foundation years, are crucial to the process of
learning, and must be treated with care and creativity to channel the potential of young individuals embarking upon the intricate and

exciting paths of knowledge. The authoritarian system of instruction that is followed in Pakistan by teachers as well as parents is
reflected in below-par educational attainment levels in the country, and often leads to a disengagement of students and the process
of learning.
In the public sector, the quality of education largely depends on the qualifications and commitment of individual teachers. While
absenteeism is rife, especially in the rural areas, there are other impediments to teaching, such as poor quality education materials
including biased historical and ideological interpretation of information, factual errors and grammatical and spelling mistakes in
textbooks. Rote learning is mandated and corporal punishment frequently meted out, the last triggering a large percentage of
dropouts. In addition, there is the confusion of English- and Urdu-medium instruction while multilingual learning is relegated to the
back seat despite its advantages.
A child-centred approach values children‘s insights.
In most of the private sector the medium of instruction is English, which usually defines social class and economic privilege. Here
too, learning is teacher-centred, with the teacher deciding what the children will learn, and the latter having only a passive role. The
system leans on rote learning, obedience, compliance and conventionality rather than analysis and creativity. Parent-teacher
meetings are of little practical value, as the parents are neither quite literate nor cognisant of Early Childhood Education
requirements, and usually acquiesce to the prevalent teaching and assessment methodologies offered to them.
In a child-centred education system, the theory and practice of teaching are of crucial importance. Constructive learning processes
and painstaking research-based teaching methodologies are developed to encourage unique ways of learning and thinking. The
objective is to increase the child‘s capacity to learn rather than just taking him through the educational curriculum.
The emphasis of pedagogy is on individual learning which allows each learner to develop a unique perspective of interpreting
information that is given out. It acknowledges the complexity of each learner with his different personal, ethnic, cultural, family and
social identities, and seeks to utilise this diverse knowledge in a framework of cognitive and experiential learning.
In England, the pedagogical practice of scaffolding is followed with teachers helping students only when they need it, in a step by
step manner. In Germany, the Montessori approach is popular, which inculcates independent problem-solving through play-based
learning. Education is based on a mix of innovative child-centred and staff-initiated practices, and balance between literacy, social
and emotional behaviour, physical development and life skills.
For example, with early numeracy, a pedagogical practice might be to encourage counting the different objects in the classroom or
food ingredients in a recipe to facilitate attention and memory.
The use of educational aids such as jigsaw puzzles for conceptualising space, shapes and design, tape recorders for phonetics and
pronunciation, and music and dance are highly effective in enhancing child development and learning. Innovative approaches are
being continuously introduced with startling results.
A Japanese preschool experimented with garden settings and found them most congenial for embedding concepts of time, space
and mathematics. Last year, Finland stopped the use of cursive handwriting, replacing it with print writing to facilitate learning
keyboard skills as part of a global move towards digital communication. However controversial these moves may be, they are still
creative ways of imparting education.
Children want to be respected and counted. They want their views to be heard rationally, want to be involved in decision-making
processes, and informed of their rights. A child-centred approach recognises that children‘s insights are as important as the
teacher‘s in creating different perspectives of knowledge.
However, this approach has to be supported by legislation, rigorous benchmarks for teachers‘ qualifications and competencies,
training in innovating teaching methods, high staff-child ratios, and systems of monitoring the content of materials, quality of
teaching and assessment procedures. Extensive reforms are needed in Pakistan to replace the dismal level of preschool and
primary education and to create multilingual, innovative, inclusive, gender- and disability-sensitive learning environments for all
children.
The writer is a former federal secretary.
(By Rukhsana Shah Dawn 09, 10/07/2017)

No student has ever set foot in Karachi's Govt Degree College Ibrahim Hyderi
Government Degree College Ibrahim Hyderi is one of the many ill-fated buildings that have not seen any teachers or students since
its inauguration in 2012. It resembles a ‗haunted house‘ and is surrounded by sewage water.
Taking advantage of its desertion, local residents not only dump the garbage inside the building, but have
also stolen the furniture, doors and windows. The college has become a home for stray dogs and
donkeys, as its main boundary wall has collapsed. One cannot stand inside the school for more than a
minute due to the terrible stench of dead fish that emanates from every corner of the structure.
―The staff, including the principal, were appointed but have not been performing their duties,‖ said Kamal
Shah, a local activist.
Advertisement

―The work on this doomed building started in 1994. We suggested to the government not to initiate this scheme on the shore of the
sea where the fish mills are located. You can experience this foul smell but the officials would not listen,‖ he said adding that since
the school has now become non-functional, drug addicts have made it their permanent abode.
No encroachment on Federal B area school, claims Dahar
The state-of-the-art college building comprising 25 to 30 classrooms is located on around 10 acres of land and local residents have
blamed the successive governments, elected representatives and bureaucrats for ruining the educational institution.
―The then PPP MPA of the area, Haji Muzafar Shujra, had [proposed] this scheme. It took around 18 years to finish the developm
ent work,‖ said Ayoub Shan, a senior office bearer of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, a representative organisation of fishermen. ―I
still remember the day when the then education minister Pir Mazharul Haq had inaugurated the college, promising to make it a
model educational institution on the coastal belt of Karachi, but all went in vain,‖ he said, adding that they have protested and held
demonstations, but no one is interested in looking into the issue. ―The chief minister has declared an education emergency in the
province but it looks like the CM‘s statement was just a political gimmick. He should visit this place to get an idea about dealing with
an education emergency,‖ he lamented.
PPP MPA Haji Muzafar Shujra criticised the education department and told The Express Tribune that he was ‗toothless‘ because no
one listened to him. ―I was the MPA of Ibrahim Hyderi constituency and worked hard for the establishment of the college,‖ he said,
adding that as soon as the PPP government was dissolved in 1996 the degree college scheme was postponed by the Pakistan
Muslim League – Nawaz [PML-N] government. ―When we came back into power in 2008, I once again took up this issue and
government started construction. We finished and inaugurated the college, but unfortunately I am no longer the MPA [for the area].
No one takes this issue seriously and consequently the college scheme has now died out,‖ he said.
School awaits building since 1991 in K-P
When asked why the odd location was selected where fish mills are located he said the mills were recently constructed and when
the college was built, the area was free of any sort of odours. He said since the government failed to appoint a watchman, all the
furniture has been stolen.
―Even though I am not the MPA, I have been requesting education department officials to look into matter. The education minister
on my request has also visited college, but no tangible result has come of it,‖ he said. Responding to a question about staff he said
a principal was appointed at the time of the inauguration but he did not know about the other teaching staff. ―I don‘t even know if
they are drawing salaries,‖ Shujra said.
PML-N MPA Shafi Jamote, who is now the elected representative of the area, called it government negligence and said, ―I have also
taken up this matter and written letters to the education secretary, but nothing has been done so far‖.
Sindh’s public hospitals to have biometric system to weed out ‘ghost employees’
Despite many attempts, Education Minister Jam Mahtab Hussain Dahar was not available for comments, nor was Colleges
Secretary Parvez Sehar. Meanwhile, the spokesperson for education department said the department would look into the matter.
(By By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune 13, 13/07/2017)

Mobilising youth for development
The writer is a youth development expert with over 12 years of experience in the social development sector
Youth skills development became a global agenda in 2014, when the UN General Assembly declared July 15 th the World Youth
Skills Day. According to an ILO publication, 73.4 million young people were estimated to be unemployed in 2015, which was
expected to increase by 2017 in most regions. Young people are almost three times more likely to be unemployed than older
persons and are continuously exposed to lower quality of jobs, greater inequalities in the labour market and an insecure educationto-work transition.
In Pakistan, the government has launched aggressive initiatives to meet the skills development gap. These include the Prime
Minister Youth Skills Programme, Punjab Skills Development Fund, National Vocational & Technical Training Commission (NVTTC)
and Technical Education & Vocational Training Authority (TEVTA). But then why do youth aspirations remain unmet? Why is there a
continuous brain drain? Why are young people still idle, unemployed or underemployed?
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), the unemployment rate of the youth till 2015 was 6%, while the Institute for
Policy Research quoted that 5.3 million youth were unemployed from 2013-15. However, during this period 1.4 million jobs were
created, resulting in 100,000 young people joining the workforce. By the end of 2014-15 the number of unemployed workers was 3.6
million.
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Despite such a critical overview, Pakistan envisions meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. Goal 4 of the
SDGs focuses on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education, and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all. Target 4.4
calls for an increase in the number of youth and adults with relevant skills. Goal 8 focuses on promoting inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. This means greater awareness of and discussion on the
importance of technical and vocational education and training, along with development of other skills is crucial.

Reasons for inefficacy at the national level are structural unemployment and a gap between the skills that workers seek and the
skills demanded by employers. Hence, existing systems are failing to address the learning needs of young people. This not only
impacts the economy but also hinders the transition to equitable and inclusive societies.
Despite the entrepreneurial dividend of TEVTA and NAVTTC, a recurring issue has been its relative unattractiveness. Technical
education is often placed as ‗second rate‘ education because it contains orthodox style of teaching and learning, and low ranking
occupations, such as plumbers and electricians, which are looked down upon. There is a social divide between A, B and C class
categories of professions, which is dangerous and responsible for youth idleness and professional apathy. There is no concept of
learning soft skills.
Ignoring aptitude is another alarming factor that results in the failure of most of the skills programmes. These programmes do not
select pupils on the basis of their aptitude and instead induct randomly to give away stipends to underprivileged youth. The
indicators to measure success of the programme are largely seen by how much money is dispensed through a programme in one
year to a certain number of youth. It never focuses on following up with graduates to identify how many got employed, to what extent
linkages to the job market are developed and how far is it adding to the entrepreneurial growth.
To develop a better understanding of these aspects and other related challenges, rigorous interventions need to be taken.
Researchers should meet practitioners and link education and training in the labour market, among other things. A comprehensive
effort is required to ensure a skilled human resource and fulfilling the commitments made to global agendas.
(By Salma Butt The Express Tribune 06, 15/07/2017)

Karachi University’s financial woes worsen as salary cheques bounce
A severe financial crisis has struck the biggest general university of the country, the University of Karachi (KU).
Sources in the university administration said that employees‘ salary cheques have bounced and the varsity has been forced to use
its internal funds for petty expenses. ―These few months from June to September are problematic in terms
of money for the university every year,‖ shared KU Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr Ajmal Khan. He told The
Express Tribune that the grant they get from the Higher Education Commission (HEC) is released in
September and they should receive it soon, as the new financial year starts in June. This is why they often
face difficulties in the last few months of the fiscal year. The problem is not new; the university has been
facing this crisis for the last decade, as the grant is never given on time. ―It is difficult to even pay salaries
and bills,‖ he lamented.
The payment of electricity bills is also difficult for the university. ―We pay the bills as soon as we receive the grant but how can we
pay such a hefty amount which is in millions?‖ asked the VC.
Advertisement
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Student groups clash at Quaid-e-Azam University
The past two months have been tough for the varsity – there have been no admissions, examinations or other activities that could
generate funds. ―The university saves a portion of the students‘ fee, mainly from the evening admissions, which will start soon, to
use until the grant is received,‖ he added.
Sharing how difficult it is to manage things in the varsity financially, Dr Khan said that recently, on Eid, the university released an Eid
grant and leave encashment because employees were.
He also appealed to people, civil society, government institutions and the media to come forward to help the university resolve its
financial issues and save the internationally recognised institution.
―Right now the university is in a state of coma,‖ lamented Dr Khan, adding that before anything else can be done, there is a dire
need for financial stability at the varsity. The VC said all the other issues the university faced were secondary.
Annual budget: Rs468.98m approved for women varsity
There is no finance director at KU and, for the past year, the chief accountant has been working as the acting finance director. The
finance director was removed after allegations of corruption were levelled against him and Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has not
appointed a new director yet.
The university, established in the 1950s, was for 2,500 students but today, the number of enrolled students has passed 36,000, yet
there has been no increase in the grant to cater to these students.
The HEC gave Rs1.7 billion to the university as a grant, while the university itself generates Rs1.8 billion from examinations,
admissions and fee processes. ―The total expenditure of the university is around Rs5 billion,‖ shared an official in the administration
department, adding that the K-Electric bills are around Rs25 million per month. Other than that, KU also pays bills to the Karachi
Water and Sewerage Board, Sui Southern Gas Company and for maintenance of the medical hospital.
Resource Management: Arid University passes Rs2b budget

―Right now the financial condition at that the university means that the lift in the administration building cannot be repaired,‖ said the
official, adding that in many laboratories, research work has been stopped as the university does not have funds to purchase
equipment.
Karachi University Teachers Society President Dr Shakeel Farooqi, who is a former member of the syndicate and finance
committee, said, ―The financial blues of KU are not going to be alleviated until the administration gets rid of all illegal appointments,
promotions, overtime, allowances, increments, gift-visiting appointments and illegitimate payments‖. He said he has yet to see any
significant moves on the part of the administration to curtail unnecessary expenses.
―Slashing essential expenses such as maintenance, payment of utility bills, research and lab grants would only worsen the situation.
The administration must investigate many [Public Sector Development] projects that have been incomplete for years and ensure the
collection of internally borrowed money,‖ he explained.
Only half of education budget utilised thus far
There should be a will in the university administration to eliminate the influence and involvement of all political parties, including the
ones in the governments and their student or labour wings, said Dr Farooqi. ―The university finance committee and senate should
have met in January to finalise the budget 2017-18 before submitting it to the HEC, but unfortunately this did not happen,‖ he said.
He said the university badly needed a bailout package but the federal and provincial governments were too busy preparing for next
year‘s election to do anything.
(By Yusra Salim The Express Tribune 13, 20/07/2017)

Around three million children out of school in Sindh, PA told
The Sindh legislature was informed on Wednesday that close to three million children were out of school across the province for
which the government was taking part in an initiative planned by the federal government to offer education to every child as
enshrined in the Constitution.
―There are 2,876,324 children ... who are out of school,‖ said Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar while responding to a question
filed by Nusrat Abbasi during Question Hour in the Sindh Assembly session.
He said the federal government had planned a national enrolment drive across the country through a provincial strategy to achieve
the target of bringing maximum number of those children in schools.
―We are making sincere efforts,‖ the minister said. ―We are confident we‘ll achieve the target pretty soon.‖
Answering another question jointly filed by Naheed Begum and Rashid Khilji, the education minister said some 582 school in
Karachi division and 17 districts of Sindh had been adopted by 102 individuals and organisations.
―Some 13 of those adopters are individuals and the remaining 89 are non-governmental organisations,‖ said the minister.
Most of the schools [272], which the government agreed to get adopted, have been located in Karachi division; followed by Tando
Mohammed Khan where 85 schools have been handed to individuals and organisations.
Some 75 schools in Thatta have been handed to adopters. The district-wise details of other 15 districts are: Badin (31), Hyderabad
(29), Khairpur (12), Larkana (five), Umerkot (eight), Matiari (12), Mirpurkhas (seven), Shikarpur (two), Naushehro Feroze (eight),
Sanghar (seven), Benazirabad (10), Sukkur (three), Qambar (three), Thar (nine), and Jacobabad (five).
Replying to a question raised by Heer Soho, the minister said some 2,659 schools on the base of need assessment exercise were
selected for the rehabilitation and construction works during 2011 to June 2013.
Out of them, he added, 2,161 schools in various districts of Sindh were successfully completed by June 2013. He said the works
were carried out under the Sindh Education Reforms Programme.
Responding to another question asked by the same member as to whether 250 new schools had been opened by the Sindh
Education Foundation in 10 districts, he said those schools were not established by the foundation, but, they were already
established and were previously running under the said programme; they were moved from the development scheme to the regular
side.
―All 250 schools are functional,‖ he claimed, adding, the Rural Based Community Schools [RBCS] programme had signed contracts
with 10 NGOs that had been working as partners with the SEF since the start of the RBCS project and meet the criteria of the
programme.
―Each NGO has established 25 schools that are mostly old schools and are currently functional,‖ he said. The minister added that
those schools had now been regularised and converted into formal schools from their previous informal status.
He said students in those schools were enrolled and teachers were performing their duties. Some of those teachers had been
appointed recently.

―It is responsibility of the NGOs to appoint teachers, to pay salaries, to manage other matters and operate schools effectively.‖
Responding to another question whether the members had not been appointed in many educational boards in the last one and a
half year, the minister said it was not correct; all members in education boards had been appointed.
Engineer Sabir Kaimkhani asked whether the chief minister had formed a committee to probe alleged irregularities in Sindhi Adabi
Board [SAB] and demanded the minister to unveil the findings and subsequent action against those involved.
Mr Dahar said a high-level inquiry into the affairs of the SAB had been conducted by the Chief Minister‘s Inspection, Enquiries and
Implementation Team in 2011-12. However, he claimed, the report and findings of the committee had not been sent to the SAB.
Replying to another question about the SAB, he said the board had spent Rs15.109 million on publication of books to achieve its
aims and objectives during the past three years. The expenditures incurred were approved by the board of governors under the
provision of constitution of the SAB. He said Rs5.234m had been spent on publication of books in 2011-12 and Rs5.614m for the
same purpose in 2012-13.
MPA Mazahir Amir Khan asked the minister to clarify the reports vis-a-vis direct appointments of principals in grade 18 made by
deputy commissioners in public schools in various districts.
Mr Dahar said public schools were autonomous bodies run under the board of governors constituted by the Sindh government
under West Pakistan Government Educational and Training Institutions Ordinance (Sindh Amendment) Act, 1974. He added the
public schools had their own rules and by-laws and commissioners or deputy commissioners headed those boards of governors.
―The board of governors is empowered to appoint principals.‖
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 19, 27/07/2017)

NED University passes budget
The NED University of Engineering and Technology held the 25th meeting of its senate on Thursday and passed its annual budget
of Rs2,139.39 million.
Presiding over the meeting, Vice Chancellor Prof Sarosh Hashmat Lodi highlighted the salient features of 2017-2018 budget and
said that though it showed a deficit of Rs145.341m, efforts would be made to improve financial strength of the institution.
―Last year, there was a deficit of Rs89.703m but we managed to improve and ended with a surplus of Rs1.182m,‖ Prof Lodi said
while briefing senate members. Speaking about the faculty restructuring initiative, he said biomedical engineering department had
been made part of the electrical computer engineering faculty whereas environmental engineering and food processing engineering
departments had been included in the chemical processing engineering faculty.
―Architectural engineering, management sciences, development studies and economic finance have been made part of one faculty,‖
he pointed out, adding that presently the university had six faculties comprising 29 departments with 57 postgraduate and 29
undergraduate programmes.
The university, he said, had raised the number of its undergraduate admissions.
(Dawn 18, 29/07/2017)

‘Universities must have ramps for disabled people’
It‘s high time that places like universities be made more accessible to people with disabilities.
This was stated by Dr Sanish Sumbul from Dar us Sukun Karachi while speaking at the second lecture held under the ‗Distinguished
Speakers Lecture Series‘ of the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Karachi, said a press release issued on Tuesday.
The lecture series is an initiative of the faculty of social sciences to highlight and provide the faculty and students with an opportunity
to contemplate complex social issues.
Dr Sanish spoke in detail about ‗Disability Etiquette and Protocols‘ to raise awareness about people with disabilities and how society
should perceive them in a positive manner. The purpose of the session was to bring together students from diversified backgrounds
to understand core aspects about people with disability (PWDs) and equip them to interact with such people in a better way.
The session covered challenges and needs of persons with disabilities, effective ways to communicate with the PWDs and
opportunities for them in Pakistan.
In this connection Dr Sanish pointed out that unlike the West we are still not conscious of needs of people with disabilities. She said
that even places like universities, where all sorts of differently-abled people should be expected to visit, there were no ramps and
accessible environment for the PWDs. ―Now in modern shopping malls you can see specially designed toilets for people with
disabilities, and I wish the trend is followed at all public places to make them user-friendly for the PWDs‖, she said.
Coming to society‘s acceptance of such people, she said: ―We still think that disability is a curse and stigmatise the PWDs by
tending to hide them from public‘s eye‖.

It is the responsibility of every society to recognise the PWDs as persons in their own right and able to do many things that the socalled normal people did not expect from them. ―It is a matter of positively engaging and interacting with them,‖ she said.
Prof Dr Mohammad Ahmed Qadri, the dean of the faculty of social sciences, on the occasion said the issues around the PWDs were
quite complex and encouraged the faculty members to organise a conference on the rights of the PWDs and responsibilities of
society towards them.
(Dawn News, 18, 02/08/2017)

Girls bag all top positions in general, special groups

The Board of Secondary Education, Karachi (BSEK) announced on Sunday the results of 154,499 science group students, 23,060
general group students and 93 differently-abled candidates who appeared in the annual matriculation examination this year.
With girls clinching all six top positions in general and special group results, the two top positions in science group were bagged by
boys, while the third position was clinched by a girl.
BSEK Chairperson Professor Dr Saeeduddin awarded on the occasion a Rs50,000 cash prize to each of the top position holders of
the three groups, while Rs30,000 and Rs20,000 were awarded to the second and third position holders respectively.
80% of Hyderabad’s matric board students declared successful
Scientist and former federal minister Dr Attaur Rehman was the chief guest of the result announcement ceremony. Speaking on the
occasion, he stressed the need for developing human resources and progressing in science and technology.
―Human resource development is the reason behind the success of developed countries,‖ the scientist said, adding that the students
should also realise the importance of technology in order to advance in today‘s world.
Science Group
Ali Zia Khan of Kulsoom Bai Valika Civil Aviation Authority Model School secured the top position in the matric science group by
securing 93.88% with 798 out of 850 marks. Second position was bagged by Syed Affan Ahmed Bukhari, a student of The Crescent
Academy Campus 1, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, who obtained 93.52% with 795 marks, while the third position was clinched by Laraib
Shahzad of Programmer School, North Karachi who secured 93.41% with 794 marks.
Date for matric supplementary exams announced
The pass percentage in the science group was calculated to be 72.73%. As many as 18,800 students passed their matriculation
with A-1 grades, while 29,118 secured A grades. Additional subjects in the science group were cleared by 431 students.
General Group
In the general group, Romaisa Abrar of Iqra Hifaz Girls Secondary School, North Karachi Block B clinched the first position with 774
marks and 91.05%, while Sanobia Akram of the same school gained the second position with 89.76%. The third position in the
group was secured by Zujaja of Citizen Secondary School Girls Campus, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, who got 89.17%.
Among the 23,060 general group students who appeared in the matriculation examinations, 229 and 1,436 students secured A-1
and A grades respectively. The total candidates who passed the examination were 14,055, resulting in a pass percentage of
60.95%.
Rawalpindi girls outshine boys in matric exams
Special Group
Among the differently-abled candidates, Faria bagged first position by scoring 737 marks with A percentage of 86.70%. Saira Iqbal
secured second position with 86.35% or 734 marks while Rameeza attained the third position with 733 marks and 86.25%. All the
position holders studied at ABSA School, DHA.
The number of differently-abled students who appeared in the examination was 93, out of which 89 managed to secure first division
whereas four cleared the examination in the second division
(By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 14, 07/08/2017)

KU relocates its five famous pharmacy canteens
Much to the students‘ disappointment, the famous pharmacy canteens at the University of Karachi (KU), which used to be crowded
at all times, have been shut down and relocated by the administration after several warnings and notices.
As the canteens were established alongside the main circular road in the university and were always
crowded, the road started experiencing traffic jams. The five canteens were established opposite the faculty
of pharmacy around three years ago to cater to the needs of students from the nearby departments.

Students from the commerce, microbiology, public administration, business administration, mass communication and computer
science departments used to walk all the way to these canteens to grab something to eat.
Food for thought: Spoilt for choice at KU canteens
Before the construction of the extra canteens, for more than eight years there was only one canteen opposite the faculty of
pharmacy, which was famous for its mouthwatering kachoris. However, around three years later many
other canteens were set up in the empty land next to it. With the passage of time, an entire food street
emerged and five big canteens, each offering four to five different food items, emerged.
―After these canteens were shut down, we only have the option of PG [Prem Gali] canteens, which have
limited variety and options of food,‖ said Iqra Khan, a student who used to visit the pharmacy canteens
daily along with her friends. She added that compared to other canteens at the university, the pharmacy
canteens were clean and had hygienic food.
The pharmacy canteens offered a variety of food items from kachoris to zingers and from chai to milk shakes. ―The best part about
the canteens was that they had a large space at the back for sitting, relaxing and celebrating birthdays,‖ said Ali Hussain, a student.
He added that almost all the canteens at the university lack a proper sitting area except for the central cafeteria, which is near the
faulty of arts. According to him, it becomes difficult for students of other departments to walk all the way to the central cafeteria.
Providing opportunities: Little people set up one more canteen in KU
The canteens were allocated the space through contracts and agreement, said an official of the university‘s administration. ―The
main reason for shifting the canteens was because of several complaints from the faculty of pharmacy about the crowd and traffic,‖
the official said, adding that none of the canteen contractors were asked to leave; instead the canteens have been relocated.
―All the canteens have been given a different space in front of various departments so that students do not suffer and have to walk
miles to find the nearest canteen,‖ he said.
The owners of the canteens were given several notices and the Rangers had even put up a notice alongside the canteens a few
months ago. According to the notice, parking of vehicles was not allowed but, despite the instructions, the problem was not
resolved. ―One canteen has been shifted near the commerce department, another has been moved towards the science
departments while a few are yet to be relocated,‖ the official said.
―The university administration has relocated the canteens, but it is not a loss for us. It will take some time for our businesses to start
doing well again,‖ said Muhammad Arif, who sells fries.
(By Yusra Salim, The Express Tribune, 15, 10/08/2017)

Problems in education: SHC CJ takes notice of poor condition of schools
Sindh High Court (SHC) Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M Sheikh called on Wednesday for a detailed report from the
education secretary on the conditions of government schools, shortage of teachers and buildings and funds, within
one week.
Judicial officials told The Express Tribune that the top provincial judge had sought such details after taking
‗serious‘ notice of a news item in the media on various issues pertaining to the condition of the schools‘ premises,
non-availability of school buildings, shortage of teachers and the numbers of students.
Sindh’s education situation remains stagnant despite massive allocation
Therefore, the high court‘s registrar had called for such a report from the education secretary within one week.
The registrar directed the secretary to obtain reports from education officials in this regard and submit a detailed report as to the
present condition of schools, necessary steps or measures being taken and funds allocated or spent on repair and maintenance of
the schools mentioned in the news item.
The secretary will submit the report to CJ Sheikh for his perusal.
(By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 15, 10/08/17)

Rs66m fund approved for 273 public colleges of Sindh
Provincial finance department has approved a fund of Rs66 million for 273 government colleges operating in Sindh.
After directing the colleges to stop charging tuition and admission fees from students, a summary was sent to the
finance department, prepared by the Sindh College Education Secretary Pervaiz Sehar, which has been
approved.
Sindh gives top priority to education once again
According to Sehar, a fee of Rs550 from first year intermediate students and Rs510 from second year intermediate students was
being charged. However, under the Free Education for all Act, colleges have been barred from taking this collective amount from
students, due to which, college administration had been demanding funds to run college affairs.
Funds amounting Rs66 million for 273 colleges was demanded by Sindh directorate of education. This amount would be transferred

to the department of college education, which, through directorate general colleges, will be passed on to regional directorate, where
relevant colleges would be able to derive their funds.
Sindh’s education situation remains stagnant despite massive allocation
An amount of Rs60.6 million was demanded by Sindh colleges directorate-general for 0.3 million students of intermediate. Total
enrolment of 0.15 million intermediate students was recorded by government colleges in Karachi. According to the approved
summary, government colleges in the city will be allotted a sum Rs31.5 million.
(The Express Tribune 13, 25/08/2017)

Provincial minister takes notice of hike in tuition fees by private schools
Provincial Minister for Education and Literacy Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, while taking notice of the raise in tuition fees by certain
private schools, has assured parents of children studying in these schools that their grievances would be addressed properly.
In this regard, a three-member committee under Private Institutions director general had been formed, which would submit its report
in a week‘s time.
Students being charged admission fee despite govt notification
This he said while talking to the media at his office on Friday. Regarding the increase in tuition fees by private schools, the minister
said that a petition was in court already and unless it was decided, the private schools could increase fees only by 7%.
He said, ―No one is above the law and parents should complain in black and white to us, then the education department will
definitely take action against those institutions which are violating the rules and regulations.‖
SHC orders constitution of school accreditation board within five days
The minister said, ―There are rules and regulations for private educational institutions and they are bound to follow them.‖ He said
letters had been sent to private schools in this regard and a meeting with the associations of private schools would be convened
after Eidul Azha to resolve the issue.
He assured the parents that they would also be taken on board and their interests would be safeguarded. ―There is a standing
committee of the Sindh Assembly on education and its meeting will also be held soon to discuss the issue regarding education
across the province,‖ he concluded.
(The Express Tribune 13, 26/08/2017)

SHC orders concessionary transport fares for students
The school and college students in Sindh will now be able to avail concessionary fares in public transport. The Sindh High Court
ordered on Wednesday the provincial government to issue directions to public and private transporters
for compliance of the court‘s order.
The Hyderabad circuit bench, comprising Justice Salahuddin Panhwar and Justice Fahim Ahmed
Siddiqi, also directed the school and college education departments to issue identity cards to the
students.
―… earlier it was a practice to give concession to the students not only in public transport but also in
trains, which otherwise is in aid to object of removing illiteracy but such practice without any legal justification has faded,‖ the bench
observed.
Public transport, bus stops not so secure for women
The transport secretary and provincial transport authority were asked to ensure implementation of the order. The education
departments will have to provide ID cards without charging a fee from the students, as per the order.
During the hearing, College Education Secretary Pervez Ahmed Sehar clarified that the examination boards are not supposed to
charge exam fees up to intermediate level. He further stated that the school and college students also do not have to a pay fee for
enrollment, mark sheets or other certificates which are issued by the boards of intermediate and secondary education in the
province.
The court directed both departments to publish this information in Urdu, Sindhi and English newspapers twice a month for
information of the public. All schools and colleges were also directed to place the official notification with regard to this issue on their
notice boards.
Public transport: A nuisance for commuters
Interpreting Article 37 of the Constitution, Justice Panhwar said: ―The Article states education as compulsory which means the State
has to compel one to study. How can one be compelled [to study] when they are first asked to pay?‖
SHC issued a show cause notice to the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education, Mirpurkhas chairperson because the
board was charging a fee for these certificates while also not delivering the documents to schools and colleges in the region.
The division bench also heard a plea that no university existed in any of the three districts of Mirpurkhas, Umerkot and Tharparkar.

The bench issued a notice to the Sindh boards and universities secretary to submit a detailed report stating whether or not the
Mirpurkhas division required a university on the basis of its population and distance to the universities in other divisions.
Provincial HEC
After the SHC was apprised that the provincial Higher Education Commission is headed by former federal minister Dr Asim Hussain,
the court ordered the provincial government to submit the credentials required for the post.
The price Karachi pays for its inefficient public transport system
―… because [the] person, having complete authority in Sindh over affairs of education of all levels, must be free from every stigma,‖
the court observed, giving 15 days to the government for compliance.
Hussain, a close aide of Pakistan Peoples Party Co-Chairperson Asif Ali Zardari, is booked in multi-billion rupees graft cases by the
National Accountability Bureau. On the issue of naming educational institutions over individuals, the bench ordered the provincial
government to submit the criteria.
―The act of donating a piece of land for education or a school is worth appreciating…there must be [a] criteria to name an institution,
particularly relating to the education field.‖
SHC will resume the hearing of this petition, filed by Advocate Kanji Mal Meghwadh, on September 20.
(By Z Ali The Express Tribune 13, 31/08/2017)

Universities move to counter trends of extremism, militancy in students
Alarmed over reports of a university student‘s involvement in the attack on the leader of the opposition in Sindh Assembly on Eid
day, two major public sector varsities in the city held meetings on Tuesday to brainstorm ideas on how to check trends of extremism
and militancy in students.
All deans of Karachi University as well as university syndicate and academic council members attended the meeting that was
chaired by the varsity‘s Vice Chancellor Prof Mohammad Ajmal Khan. A similar discussion was held at the NED University of
Engineering and Technology. The meeting of NED faculty was chaired by VC Prof Sarosh H. Lodi.
Sources said the participants shared concerns over reports that the mastermind of the attack on Khwaja Izharul Hasan, opposition
leader in the Sindh Assembly, was a KU student who was on the run following the attack.
―Everybody was visibly concerned over the report that they believed has damaged the university‘s reputation,‖ a senior teacher who
attended the meeting said on condition of anonymity. The teachers found the issue very challenging given the many gaps in security
apparatus and the way Pakistani society was functioning, he added.
FIR registered against Abdul Karim Siddiqui and his two accomplices
―The participants realised that there is a big question mark over their capacity, the ability of our law enforcement agencies as well as
how serious the government is in addressing this problem,‖ he said.
The sources said some of the suggestions discussed during the two-hour deliberations included students‘ clearance from police
before their admission and registration of an FIR if any student was found guilty of submitting fake documents. However, some
teachers said that police verification wouldn‘t be fruitful given the low credibility of police department, said another teacher.
Admission committee’s role
The participants, the sources added, agreed to the point that the admission committee should be tasked with coming up with a list of
recommendations on the issue that would be taken up in the next academic council session.
The meeting decided that the university would coordinate and take assistance from law enforcement agencies for students‘ security,
according to a press release issued by KU. ―Reports that the records of KU students are being checked and that new students
would be asked to get clearance certificate from police are completely false. No such decision has been taken yet,‖ the press
release added.
However, Karachi University Teachers Society President Dr Shakeel Farooqi claimed that he had never observed a tendency
towards terrorism in students during his 37 years of service. ―Yes, there may be a few isolated cases reported in the media but even
those need to be clearly investigated and proven beyond a shadow of a doubt. In case of any incident usually the primary source of
information is police. It is anyone‘s guess how much we can trust the primary source,‖ he said.
The Kuts president said slums and illegally occupied land surrounding the university campus needed to be monitored.
Dr Farooqi said two KU professors had been killed in targeted attacks in recent years and the police later announced that the
murderers were apprehended. But the main accused was acquitted by court due to lack of evidence, he added. ―Universities and
other academic institutions are no islands and whatever happens in this global village affects every corner of society. In fact
universities are minimising such effect by engaging a large number of young students in academic and co-curricular activities,‖ he
observed.
NED security plan

NED University teachers at a meeting held on their campus agreed that a sense of participation would have to be inculcated among
students as well as the entire administrative staff if militancy threat was to be tackled successfully. ―We ask students to report if they
see any suspicious activity on the campus. Everybody needs to be involved in this process,‖ said NED registrar Prof Ghazanfar
Hussain.
Sharing details of the meeting, the registrar said the participants discussed the pace and progress of the university‘s security plan
already approved in June.
―Last week, our security staff attended a training session in Malir Cantonment,‖ where proposals on how to engage students in
healthy activities were also put forward by some teachers, he added.
A meeting of the Rangers‘ commander would soon be organised with students in which they would be informed of steps that could
help law enforcement agencies in tracking down criminals, he said.
‘Tackle it at state level’
Upon contact, Prof Sulaiman D. Mohammad, Vice Chancellor of Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology, said
some agencies had contacted the campus security officer and sought administration‘s help in the current circumstances.
―We are vigilant and fully support law enforcers. But I believe this situation needs to be addressed at the state level. The kind of
students‘ data we have is also available with NADRA.
―Besides, how can teachers monitor students‘ activities the whole day?‖ he asked, apprehending that the media hype over the
recent incident would die down with the passage of time.
‘Mastermind’ of attack, two aides booked
Police have booked three suspects of Ansarul Shariah Pakistan, including the mastermind of the recent gun attack on Leader of the
Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Khwaja Izharul Hasan, in a terrorism case, officials said on Tuesday.
The case was registered at the Counter-Terrorism Department of police on behalf of the state a day after the deadly encounter that
claimed the life of a police constable, left two others wounded and led to the escape of the suspected mastermind of the recent
attack, Abdul Karim Sarosh Siddiqui.
The FIR was registered against Abdul Karim Siddiqui and his accomplices Talha and Muzammil, an official said.
―The FIR has been registered against all the three accused under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 324 (attempt to commit
murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code, Sections 3/4 of the Explosives Act and Section 7 of Anti-Terrorism Act,‖ the official added.
On Monday, the police acting on a tip-off about the presence of militants in Kaneez Fatima Housing Society, Scheme 33, raided a
house. However, the suspected militants opened fire on the raiding party, killing one policeman and leaving two others wounded.
The suspected terrorists also managed to escape from the scene.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn 17, 06/09/2017)

Education dept creating post of secretary for primary schools says minister
After the posts of secretary and special secretary education and literacy, the school education and literacy department of the
government of Sindh will now create a new post of ‗secretary primary education‘.
This was said by Minister for Education and Literacy, Sindh, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar during his speech at a provincial
consultation on the National Education Policy 2017 held by the Reform Support Unit with the support of the United Nations
International Children‘s Emergency Fund here on Thursday.
Congratulating the ministry of federal education and professional training, government of Pakistan, on reaching the landmark of
developing NEP 2017, the education minister said it was the right time for both the federal and provincial governments to revisit their
policies, plans and strategies to provide children with equitable access to education ensuring quality at all levels.
―Pakistan has accorded the highest priority to attain the Sustainable Development Goals. For this purpose, the education and
literacy department, government of Sindh, was the first among all provinces to conduct consultation on SDG-4 to ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, which resulted in the Provincial SDG-4 strategy,
which is being finalised by the department,‖ he said.
‗Too many mistakes found in locally published textbooks‘
―The government of Sindh is committed to fulfilling its legal obligation to provide free and compulsory education to children from five
to 16 years of age based on Article 25-A [of the Constitution]. For this purpose, the government of Sindh has already developed a
five-year Sindh Education Sector Plan (SESP 2014-18) through a consultative process by involving all stakeholders,‖ he said,
adding that as per the 18th Constitutional Amendment, the education and literacy department had already started development of
Sindh Education Policy. About NEP 2017, he said the education and literacy department and relevant stakeholders would review it
which would help them in adapting the national priorities of the policy in Sindh‘s context.

He said that the education and literacy department had already overcome challenges in the education sector through policy reforms
such as monitoring and evaluation, biometrics of teaching and non-teaching [staff], recruitment of 1,039
headmasters/headmistresses through third party, the girls‘ stipend incentive programme, the developing of the Human Resource
Management Information System, the ECCE policy, the SDG strategy, the non-formal education policy, recruitment policy of
teaching and non-teaching staff, etc.
He also said there was a need for a secretary for primary schools here. About the contract for publishing some 30 million textbooks
awarded to international publishers by the Sindh Textbook Board, he added that it was because of too many mistakes found in the
books that were published locally.
The minister also said that besides concentrating on primary education, the provincial government also had its eye on college
education which had seen the setting up of some 31 new colleges of which 10 had already been inaugurated.
He hoped for a thorough review and discussion on the NEP 2017 to ensure that the education policies here were child-centred,
gender-responsive and based on equity.
Earlier, while providing an overview of the work on NEP 2017, Joint Educational Adviser Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Training Mohammad Rafique Tahir also suggested that a national curriculum council be established. He said they
already had designed new curricula for classes one to five for schools in Islamabad, KP and Fata, which would be implemented in
2018.
He said that BA and BS degrees should be made mandatory for all teachers.
He also suggested that at least 25 per cent of provincial budgets should be reserved for education and educational projects.
Madressah education
Coming to madressah education, he suggested that all such institutions providing religious instruction with general education be
registered with the education departments of their respective provinces and come under the secondary and higher secondary
boards.
Later, educationists and other stakeholders present on the occasion formed groups to review different chapters of the education
policy. There were some seven groups in all. The first one discussed the goals objectives and key areas of the policy. The second
group looked into the part about early childhood care and education, primary education and private-sector education.
The third group focussed on secondary education, higher education, physical education, sports, counselling, character building, boy
scouts and girl guides while the fourth one evaluated the portion on technical, vocational education and training with non-formal
basic education.
The fifth group was assigned to examine the chapter on Islamic education and madressahs in the policy but soon after sitting down
to review this, the group members all left without presenting their suggestions.
The sixth group studied the chapter about information technology, special education and inclusive education, library and
documentation services as the seventh group concentrated on teachers‘ education, assessment and examination systems.
(By Shazia Hasan, Dawn, 17, 08/09/2017)

KU denies sharing student records with law enforcers
Amid speculations in the media about intelligence agencies wanting to obtain students‘ records from the University of Karachi (KU),
the varsity‘s vice-chancellor, Professor Dr Muhammad Ajmal Khan, denied that any decision had been made to share student
records or obtain clearance certificates from police stations.
On Tuesday, media reports emerged that law enforcement agencies were looking to comb the data of students enrolled in the city‘s
public sector universities after failing to make headway in collecting data of seminary students in the city.
Insiders had claimed that they had yet to develop a mechanism to implement the plan, however. The move supposedly came after
the alleged mastermind behind the assassination attempt on the life of Muttahida Qaumi Movement – Pakistan MPA Khawaja
Izharul Hassan was found to be a former KU student.
―We are ready to cooperate with security agencies but the security is not university administration or teachers‘ responsibility. It lies
on the shoulders of law enforcement agencies, who must make efforts to ensure KU‘s security,‖ he said during a press briefing on
Friday at the varsity‘s VC Secretariat.
Law enforcement agencies plan to collect data of university students
Dr Khan said the teachers‘ job is to teach and conduct research, not indulge in other activities like monitoring security measures. ―It
is not fair to defame Karachi University because of one or two students,‖ he said, adding that terrorist activities have been taking
place all over the country, but some elements have started targeting KU, one of the country‘s biggest universities, which is
lamentable.
The vice-chancellor stressed upon the need to join hands to combat terrorism and requested the media to verify acts before printing
stories.
Regarding the financial constraints faced by the university, he said that KU is in the midst of a severe financial crisis, as it gets
Rs130 million from the Higher Education Commission every month but pays Rs230 million in staff salaries. ―We have to raise Rs100

million on our own,‖ he said, adding that there are several other expenses the university must bear, such as utility bills, but no one
helps in this connection.
―KU needs a grant of Rs5 billion annually and I am hopeful that the Sindh and federal governments will help us in this regard,‖ said
Dr Khan.
Responding to a question on the security situation on campus, he explained that the administration has decided to construct
concrete boundary walls and watch towers, but needs more funds to complete the project, as the varsity is spread over a vast area.
Terrorist attacks in 2016 ‘considerably more deadly’: study
He said that they have installed closed-circuit television cameras at the campus‘s entry and exit points and soon these cameras will
also be spread in other areas of the varsity. Talking about the security grant given to KU by the Higher Education Commission, Dr
Khan said the grant was also not enough and they need more funds.
In a press release issued by the Karachi University Teachers‘ Society (KUTS), Dr Khan said when injustice is being perpetrated
against any citizens of country, members of any religion or ethnic group, the academia would raise their voices in support of the
oppressed.
KUTS President Dr Shakeel Farooqui said no institution had asked for records of the varsity‘s students, nor would the university
share such records. He said it was the aim of terrorists and terrorist organisations to defame educational institutions in the country.
On the contrary, education is needed to counter extremist elements, Dr Farooqui added.
(By Our Correspondent, Tribune, 13, 09/09/2017)

Varsity students told to help educate less privileged
Students gathered at a talk and panel discussion on ‗Volunteerism: fostering empathy for social harmony‘ organised by The Citizens
Foundation (TCF) Ambassadors at the Institute of Business Management (IoBM) on Saturday gained much inspiration from
economist and academic Dr Ishrat Hussain and architect and town planner Arif Hasan as they spoke about their personal efforts for
the betterment of society.
TCF Ambassadors are university students who in their spare time teach other students from less privileged backgrounds various
subjects to help them get admissions in major universities. The purpose of holding the talk was also to spread awareness about
social work and how it can become a part of one‘s life as a hobby if not the main job.
Riaz Kamlani, the moderator for the panel discussion, said their topic of discussion was less about volunteerism and more about the
volunteering spirit. About the guest speakers, he said that both started their careers back in the 1960s and asked them to share
what influenced them then to take the path they did.
Dr Ishrat Hussain said he joined civil service back in 1964 when the country was less than 20 years old and the world was watching
it, expecting it not to survive. ―I thought that civil service was the way to personal growth for me as it gave me the chance to help
people,‖ he said, adding that his first posting was at a place in East Pakistan where one could only reach through a water route and
he didn‘t know how to swim.
‗Young people need to get involved in campaigns‘
―I was 24. I would be there every day, listening to people‘s problems and solving those problems then and there. It was my positive
attitude that helped me do this,‖ he said before directly addressing his audience. ―There are many who don‘t care about their country
but your positive attitude can help change the attitude of others as you go about establishing healthcare services, education
possibilities, solving people‘s utility issues,‖ he said. ―You are privileged, you have access to high education. You are in a position to
help,‖ he added.
Going back to his early days, Arif Hasan said he as a child lived in an area of Queen‘s Road that fell near a katchi abadi. ―I used to
play street cricket with the boys there. Years later, after I had completed my education and had an architecture practice, my old
friends paid me a visit. They informed me that the KMC was about to demolish their homes and wanted to uproot and resettle them
in Baldia, which was barren land then with no amenities,‖ he shared.
―I went to the IG police who was my client to do something for my poor friends but instead he advised me to forget about them as
they were useless illiterate folk. I was so disappointed that I did not design his house. The incident also led me to the study of land
and land management,‖ he said, before sharing another incident when he heard about an entire village of poor boatmen and
fishermen about to be relocated to an area where there was very little fish to catch.
But this time Mr Hasan was successful in helping them as he found a sympathetic man willing to listen to the problems of the
villagers in the late Ali Hasan Mangi. ―I had already changed my future plans of designing and building houses for the elite. I wrote a
book Alternative Role for an Architect and also started teaching at Dawood College,‖ he said. ―There were no NGOs then but there
were people who wanted to bring about change for the better,‖ he said before coming to the legendary Akhtar Hameed Khan and
the Orangi Pilot Project.
―Later when students‘ movements started falling apart and with that political space gone, social work offered an alternative route to
them.

―At Dawood College we changed the curriculum and combined it with practical work with katchi abadis and teaching them about
construction and sanitation. Perween Rahman was a product of that,‖ he said referring to the slain OPP head.
For the benefit of the audience, the moderator then asked both individuals about social harmony and what it meant.
Dr Hussain said that divisions on the basis of language, religion, class, education, were a big problem in our society. ―We need to
find a way to cement the gaps, which require equal opportunities for all. Access to education, especially higher education, can help,‖
he said.
―If only the children of the elite get to study in big universities the divisions will continue. But give them [students from less-privileged
backgrounds] a chance to study in your university and see how their lives change. Social harmony will have a kid in Awaran, for
example, believe that if he or she works hard he can get into the best universities here and will get equal opportunity anywhere he
goes,‖ he concluded.
Mr Hasan, meanwhile, said statistics over the years pointed towards big revolution in cities. He said that in katchi abadis, earlier,
women were almost invisible but at present they were seen leaving homes every morning to work in factories and people‘s homes.
―They also marry late now and their coming out of their homes has changed gender relations and family structures. One should also
understand these trends to understand social harmony and where it is leading us,‖ he said.
At present, young people came to NGOs to get involved in causes, he said. They should also get involved in campaigns so there is
a need for good networking to get them involved in good causes.
Dr Hussain said he found discontinuity of projects and programmes a big problem. ―One government comes along to start a project
but then the next government kills it to start another new project and the cycle continues in the name of self projection and publicity,
which is wrong,‖ he said.
Prof Dr Irfan Haider, dean of the College of Business Management and College of Engineering and Sciences at IoBM, also spoke.
(By Shazia Hasan, Dawn, 17, 10/09/2017)

The radicalisation of educated youth is just one click away
Half an hour before sunrise a convoy of SUVs, police pickup trucks – both marked and unmarked – sedans and
armoured personnel carriers converged on Maulana Yousuf Ludhviani Shaheed Road and surrounded Rufi Rose
Petals bungalows and Block 2 of the nearby Kaneez Fatima Society.
Most residents of the neighbourhood were sound asleep, except for the few who had already risen or the latesleepers who were just getting ready for bed.
The pin-drop silence in the neighbourhood was broken by the tinny sound of music being played by rooftop revellers enjoying Eid
barbeques. The slamming of vehicle doors and clomping of boots on the asphalt echoed in the almost silent streets.
―I was in the bathroom when I heard a few shots, followed by a round of gunfire. I quickly realised it wasn‘t aerial firing and was
actually an exchange of fire,‖ said M*, a resident of the area who lives on the same street where the September 4 predawn raid was
conducted. The raid was jointly conducted by the police and other law enforcement agencies to apprehend suspected militants of
Ansarul Sharia Pakistan.
Abdul Karim Sarosh Siddiqui and Sheharyar alias Abdullah Hashmi – friends, neighbours and former students of applied physics at
the University of Karachi (KU) – were the targets.
A tale of two terrorists
Armed men in uniform and plainclothes took their positions in the streets where Sarosh and Sheharyar lived, according to
neighbours who spoke to The Express Tribune. As the gun battle in Rufi Rose Petals raged on, law enforcers ensured people
stayed inside their homes and did not peer out their windows or balconies. ―They signalled to whoever curiously tried to gain firsthand knowledge of what was happening to go back by pointing their guns towards them,‖ said M.
It later emerged that Sarosh, along with two others, identified by the police as Muzammil and Talha, escaped the raid while killing a
policeman and injuring another, according to the official version. Sources, however, suggest there were two more casualties on the
law enforcement side.
According to the police, the three suspects were spotted in the street and, as soon as they figured out that the circle of law
enforcement officers was narrowing in on them, they opened fire. They then entered Sarosh‘s house, went upstairs and began firing
from the windows. The police casualties were reported when law enforcers entered the house and faced off with the suspects.
―The way they fought and escaped showed the kind of training they had received as militants. And, of course, it seems a case of
classic incompetency on the part of the police,‖ commented a neighbour who witnessed the action from a distance. ―Since then the
residents, mostly the youngsters, are stressed about the possibility of more raids. Those who were just acquaintances of the
suspects also fear arrest.‖
Seven ‘terrorists’, 20 Afghan nationals detained in Punjab IBOs

Meanwhile, the contingent of law enforcers rounded up more than a dozen people by entering selected houses and performing
identification checks. They were accompanied by men wearing bulletproof vests but without weapons, who residents suspected
were informants or agents aiding the law enforcers in arresting people.
The identity of those picked up emerged later – they were relatives, friends and close acquaintances of Sarosh, Sheharyar,
Muzammil and Hassan Israr, one of the suspected assailants who was allegedly killed in an encounter with the police after the
attack on Muttahida Qaumi Movement – Pakistan leader Khawaja Izharul Hassan on September 2. They all lived in the same area.
No law enforcement agency has officially acknowledged the arrest of the suspects‘ friends and family members but some officers
have unofficially confirmed that these people are being interrogated for leads that could result in the arrest of the suspected
militants.
It is said that this operation was jointly conducted by intelligence agencies and the police. The suspects had been under surveillance
for months before Israr was identified as one of Khawaja Izhar‘s attackers. The attack prompted law enforcers to jump into action.
In the wake of the attack, law enforcement agencies have made arrests, some said to be of high-profile militants, across the country.
Among those in custody are a professor and man who is either a seminary teacher or administrator.
Seven ‘terrorists’ arrested in Karachi madrassa raid
The educational background of the suspects has raised eyebrows about the activities of militant groups said to be active at colleges
and universities in the country. However, according to the Counter-Terrorism Department‘s senior officer SP Raja Umar Khattab, it
would be wrong to suggest that militant tendencies have gained momentum amongst students since the Safoora bus attack in 2015.
―Those involved in Wall Street Journal journalist Daniel Pearl‘s murder were also university graduates,‖ said Khattab. One of the
prime suspects in the journalist‘s murder, Omar Saeed Sheikh, who was later convicted for the felony by an anti-terrorism court,
studied at the London School of Economics.
Militants can be found anywhere but what matters the most is their family background, he added. ―In these cases, most militants hail
from ultra-religious families. Rather than taking part in co-curricular activities, they prefer to get involved in religion and education.
They are highly intelligent and unsurprisingly do well in school.‖
Khattab said the situation is an outcome of the 2004-05 phenomena of jihadi narratives upheld by different religious-political
organisations and other groups. ―[The militants] were young when they listened to the speeches against America and others
[Western countries] and attended gatherings where this was being preached. Upon reaching a mature age, they started believing
that all those narratives were true,‖ he explained. Unfortunately they then tilted towards their own country, he said.
Two Lashkar-e-Jhangvi terrorists break out of Karachi jail
They have psychological problems, he theorised, referring to their short tempers and emotional vulnerability.
―In this [Ansarul Sharia Pakistan] case, they believe that their self-styled khilafat system of government is the remedy to all the
problems Muslim countries, including their own country, face. They like to believe that they are the most righteous and virtuous of
people.‖
Khattab said this superiority complex is common among those involved in terrorism, regardless of their ideological affiliation, be it
religious, liberal or gang-related. ―It is a problem that most of our youths have been facing. And social media is an open platform for
them to connect with each other and propagate their narratives to attract likeminded people.‖
Parents should keep a check on their children and must monitor what they do on social media, he suggested. ―Saad Aziz [one of the
Safoora attack convicts] was not radicalised from the beginning. He was like any other young man but a specific environment
influenced him,‖ he explained. ―To join militant operations, he would tell his family he was going for tableegh [preaching] and they
believed him.‖
Contrary to the perception that militants emerge from a specific ethnicity, region or background, the officer said most militants being
discussed today are Urdu speakers. ―The militant godfathers think globally and are targeting brilliant young minds around the world
as an investment for their future. Once radicalised at a tender age, they can easily be provoked at a mature age,‖ Khattab said.
He defined a pattern in which radicalised people from the upper and middle class would preach and arrange financing while those
from the lower and middle class would engage in direct militancy. ―Once they engage in jihad or a militant operation in the country,
they develop a tendency that can only be satisfied by either going back there or indulging in the same here.‖
Three terrorists involved in attacks on Karachi police arrested
A similar case was reported in Jamshoro when a student at Liaquat University of Medical and Health Sciences (LUMHS), Noreen
Laghari, was found to be involved with the Da‘ish. She was apprehended by security forces before she carried out an attack.
According to Professor Noshad Sheikh, vice-chancellor of LUMHS, most radicalised youths were left unattended by their parents
and extremists took advantage of it. Meanwhile, he blamed social media for being the prime tool for radicalisation. As a counter
strategy, he suggested that relations should be fostered between parents, teachers and students.
―Parents and teachers should develop a relationship through which young minds would feel free to reveal their thoughts to them,‖
said Prof Shaikh, drawing the government‘s attention towards uplifting the standards at educational institutions. ―For a long time,
security agencies have only focused on seminaries, while extremists have been infiltrating [other] educational institutions.‖
On the other hand, KU Vice-Chancellor Dr Muhammad Ajmal Khan stressed the need to revive student unions and bodies
independent of mainstream politics. ―This would give them an opportunity to openly discuss their issues through debates,
conferences and other activities. They will be able to learn the art of living themselves,‖ he explained.

Counter-terrorism expert Amir Rana seconded that militant outfits have been targeting intelligent young minds at colleges and
universities. He said that it was in the 1980s and 1990s when the youth started being attracted towards militancy and the militant
narrative penetrated so deeply into society, due an apparent backing from a certain quarters in the power corridors, which made a
considerable number of Intermediate and bachelor‘s students vulnerable to militancy.
CTD to monitor 116 ‘terrorists’ released due to lack of evidence
―A university student-turned-militant gets more attention than a seminary militant. This ultimately helps the militants,‖ he said. ―They
are creating examples for them within society. We need to look closely at the angles of the videos from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and
other countries to develop a counter strategy. In this state, radicalisation is just a click away.‖
In every era, there is a specific tool to wage wars and induct militants, Rana explained. ―It has been in the form of printed material
like magazines, booklets, pamphlets, brochures and CDs and sometimes in the form of friends or colleagues to exert peer pressure
on the target. However, today the most widely used tool is social media and it‘s more dangerous than all other forms.‖
(By Faraz Khan & Zubair Ashraf, The Express Tribune, 15, 12/09/2017)

All is not well in exam patterns of BISEs in Sindh
When it comes to board exams at the secondary and higher secondary levels, the use of unfair means or cheating are peculiarly
considered as the only malady. In an analogous way, the standard of education in schools and colleges is also
often judged by the quality of the syllabus as well as teaching.
In both these crucial stages in the academic learning process, the significance of one important factor with an
overarching impact – the examinations – is seldom discerned. ―A research says examinations lead pedagogy,‖
underlined Dr Irfan Ahmed Rind, head of the education department at the Institute of Business Administration, Sukkur.
Dr Rind undertook a research and assessed the examination patterns and trends of the four government boards of intermediate and
secondary education as well as the Federal Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (FBISE) and Aga Khan University –
Examination Board (AKU-EB). The research zeroed in on three criteria of the exams, including the levels of learning that is
examined through the question papers; the frequency of repetition of the questions; and the trend of prioritising or ignoring certain
chapters of the subject books.
More than 108,000 students to appear for BISE exams today
The examination papers of English, mathematics, biology, botany, zoology, physics, and chemistry of grades X and XII from 20062015 of the government‘s BISEs, FBISE and AKU-EB were reviewed. The research analysed, coded and
categorised the multiple choice questions (MCQs), constructed response questions (CRQs), and extended
response questions (ERQs) in the papers for these subjects.
Regrettably, the question papers of the public boards were found to be below par on all counts.
Learning level
Based on the hierarchic model of classifying learning in six stages of knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, evaluation
and creation, the research appraised how many of these stages factor in the question papers. But, it disappointingly discovered that
the fourth, fifth and sixth stages of learning ie, analysis, evaluation and creation, did not feature in almost all
board exams during the 10 years.
The first three levels are globally graded as the low order learning and the last three levels as the high order
learning, according to cognitive complexities as defined in the Bloom‘s Taxonomy. ―Hence, if the exams promote
low order learning or high order learning, the teachers and students would also emphasise accordingly [in the studies],‖ Dr Rind
noted.
80% of Hyderabad’s matric board students declared successful
―These levels of learning are also used by [the] course designers to set benchmarks and students‘ learning objectives for the
specific course. Usually, there is an alignment of students‘ learning objectives, course material, teachers‘ teaching strategies and
assessment strategies.‖
The FBISE papers were found to be primarily consisting of the questions assessing the students‘ knowledge, which is the initial
stage in the process, in the 10-year English subject papers for classes X and XII. Similarly, BISE Karachi and BISE Hyderabad‘s
papers had the highest number of comprehension related questions while AKU-EB‘s papers for the same subject of classes X and
XII comprised application related questions.
In the remaining boards, 25% to 40% questions pertained to knowledge, 40% to 50% to comprehension and 1% to 17% to
application for class X exams while 29% to 44% to knowledge, 30% to 53% to comprehension and 2% to 18% to application for
class XII exams. ―There is not a single analytical, evaluative or creative item which can be found in the examination papers of any of
the BISEs,‖ he observed.
\
Even for a subject like mathematics, an overwhelming majority of the questions assessed the first three stages of learning of the
students. Hardly, 1% to 12% of the questions in all the board exams were analytical in nature. Only 2% to 6% analysis-based

MCQs, CRQs and ERQs were asked from class X students and 1% to 12% from class XII students by the six boards for the subject
of physics.
Results are out: 80% students pass BISE exams
For biology, whose exam is only taken by FBISE and AKU-EB, only 3% of the questions concerned the fourth stage as knowledge
and comprehension preoccupied focus of the paper makers.
Repetition of questions
The research found BISE Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur, and Larkana to have a high percentage of repetition in almost all the
subjects, reaching up to 77% in some. Comparatively, FBISE and AKU-EB examination questions were far less repetitive.
During the ten years, BISE Karachi repeated 25% questions, without a change in class X exams of English.
651 students caught cheating in BISE, Mirpurkhas exams
For grades X and XII exams during the ten years, BISE Karachi repeated 52% and 48% questions in english, 21% and 15% in
mathematics, 42% and 8% in physics, 32% in zoology and 23% in botany, respectively. Similarly, BISE Hyderabad repeated 75%
and 52% in English, 47% and 36% in mathematics, 29% and 19% in physics, 28% in chemistry, 57% in zoology and 45% in botany.
Chapters’ priority
Comparatively, the overall repetition in FBISE‘s exams was found to be between 2% to 15% and 2% to 11% in AKU-EB. ―If
examination follows a specific pattern by repeating questions for a considerable period, then it is very probable that students follow
such patterns and pass examinations without going through the whole syllabus,‖ the research observed.
The research dug out that not only certain questions, but also some chapters are being repeated while others are being ignored. ―…
some chapters are popular among the examiners and, therefore, items [questions] have frequently been developed from these
chapters. Whereas, some chapters have been completely ignored.‖
Education spending in Sindh
However, the four BISES‘ in Sindh have been following this trend much more than their federal counterpart and AKU-EB.
For example, 58% of BISE Hyderabad‘s grade XII zoology paper was prepared in the 10 years from chapters 1, 3 and 6 out of total
13 chapters of the subject. In BISE Sukkur, 48% questions for physics were selected from only three out of the 10-chapter
prescribed book. Correspondingly, BISE Karachi also selected 42% of its questions for english for grade X from 6 out 26 chapters.
Implications
According to Dr Rind, the research shows that the examination system at secondary and higher secondary levels in Pakistan failed
to prepare students for the tertiary education in universities. ―After passing such board exams, when the students reach university
level they are unfamiliar with the evaluation and creation skills which are indispensable for higher education,‖ he said while talking to
The Express Tribune.
The educationist pointed out a lack of coordination among Board of Curriculum and Extension Wing (BCEW), Sindh Text Book
Board (STBB), the education department and the BISEs as a contributing factor to the problem.
Revolutionising education, one government school at a time
The findings also contradict objectives of the National Curriculum, 2009. The curriculum set a high benchmark for the students of
grades 9 to 12, expecting to foster high order learning skills of the students.
―But the existing system of examination remains a stumbling block … not a single item [question] has been included in the
examination papers [over the years] to assess students‘ evaluative and creative skills,‖ he deplored.
The research, an initiative of IBA Sukkur‘s Vice Chancellor Nisar Ahmed Siddiqi, was started in January, 2016. The next phase of
the study will attempt to track the students‘ learning approaches and the teachers‘ teaching strategies in the schools affiliated with
different BISEs.
(By Z Ali, The Express Tribune, 13, 13/09/2017)

Police thrash teachers protesting against non-payment of salaries
Police on Tuesday resorted to baton charge and used water cannon against teachers protesting against non-payment of their
salaries since 2012.
Officials claimed they opted to use the riot-control gear to disperse the protesting teachers and avoid possible damage to property
and harm to human life.
Participants of the rally, who gathered in good number outside the Karachi Press Club, claimed two teachers got injured and three
others were arrested during the protest.
The teachers, including women, from the provincial capital and several other districts of Sindh staged a demonstration outside the
KPC.
They were holding placards inscribed with demands for the release of their long-standing salaries and dues. They said a total of
7,500 teachers were not receiving their salaries.

Later, they intended to march towards the Chief Minister House. However, the police, equipped with riot gear, intercepted them.
Initially, they tried to settle the matter through talks; but, the police used water cannon and baton-charged the protesters when the
situation could not get pacified.
Scenes of teachers being hit with batons and thrown by the shooting of high-velocity stream of water from cannons were commonly
witnessed on TV channels.
Later, Information Minister Nasir Shah arrived at the KPC and negotiated with the protesters. He regretted the incident and assured
the teachers that the matter would be resolved.
However, teachers said their protest would continue until their demands were met.
(Dawn, 18, 13/09/2017)

Judicial officers to inspect govt schools, collect record of funds
The Sindh High Court (SHC) has deputed judicial officers in different districts to carry out inspections of government schools,
including those lying non-functional, and collect details of the School Management Committee (SMC) funds allocated to the
education department in the last 10 years.
Sources told The Express Tribune on Wednesday that these directives were issued by SHC Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M Sheikh to
the district and sessions judges of Larkana, Khairpur, Kashmore, Kamber Shahdadkot, Tharparkar, Dadu, Badin and Ghotki.
The top provincial judge passed these directives after taking notice of media reports regarding locking of the schools‘ premises,
dilapidated conditions of the premises, lack of teaching and other facilities in Khanpur Mehar, Mithi and other areas of district
Tharparkar, Ratodero, Kachho, Kamber Shahdadkot, Chalhar, Badin, Kashmore and other towns in the province.
The sources said CJ Sheikh had directed the judicial officers concerned to carry out inspection of such schools along with the
deputy commissioners and district education officers. They were told to prepare their reports regarding the conditions of the
buildings, utilisation of the SMC funds, the budget allocations for construction and any maintenance or repairs in the last 10 years.
Problems in education: SHC CJ takes notice of poor condition of schools
They will collect details regarding shortage of teachers and their attendance, scarcity of drinking water, non-availability of furniture
and stagnant rainwater that had not yet been pumped out of the premises and other issues that require immediate attention.
The chief justice directed the DJs to ensure that the district education officers and education works department authorities will
ensure take steps to immediately get unlocked the premises of any school found locked or lying non-functional during inspections.
The district judicial officers are directed to comply with these directives and submit compliance reports to the SHC by September 15
(today) for perusal of the chief justice.
As Sindh‘s executive authority limits itself more to lip service then taking practical steps to improve education standards, the
province‘s judiciary seems to have taken up the task to put the things right, at least in the education department.
The provincial chief justice has been relying on media reports to ask what the government functionaries are doing to improve the
standards of education, conditions at government-run schools, lack of basic facilities, including teaching staff, absenteeism and
utilisation of funds.
Meeting reviews new curriculum based on modern educational standards
According to sources, the SHC registrar had previously directed the district and sessions judges of Kashmore, Jacobabad, Khairpur,
Thatta and Kamber-Shahdadkot districts to hold an inquiry into the alleged closure of schools in the areas pointed out in the media
reports.
The judicial officers have been directed them to submit their reports to the SHC registrar‘s office.
Before that, the CJ Sheikh, had directed the DJs of Tando Muhammad Khan, Mithi, Khairpur and Kashmore districts to inquire into
the reports regarding lack of the basic facilities as well as teaching staff at government schools.
In the news reports it was stated that many schools lack basic facilities and teachers were also absent from their duties. As a result,
a number of students were deprived of education.
Judicial sources said the top judge had taken notice of the poor state of affairs at government-run schools in the public‘s interest, as
a large number of students in those areas were not able to get an education.
Earlier, this month CJ Sheikh had issued directives to the secretary of the provincial education and literacy department to submit a
detailed report on the conditions of government schools, the shortage of teachers and buildings and funds across the province.
More than 100 education dept officers found involved in corruption
Sources said the CJ had called such details from the secretary after the registrar had put up a note based on the media reports on
various issues pertaining to the condition of the schools‘ premises, non-availability of school buildings, shortage of teachers and
numbers of students.

Therefore, the secretary was directed to obtain reports from the education officers in each district and submit detailed reports on the
present conditions of the schools, necessary steps or measures taken and the funds allocated or spent on repair and maintenance
of the schools mentioned in the news item.
(By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 13, 15/09/2017)

High court orders reopening of Aisha Bawany College
The Sindh High Court on Saturday ordered immediate reopening of the Aisha Bawany Government College, suspending the order
of a subordinate court that had ordered its sealing.
On Friday, the Aisha Bawany Trust had closed off and sealed the college building after obtaining an order from the local court.
The college administration through the Sindh advocate general moved against the trust‘s action to seek a restraining order against
the closure of one of the country‘s oldest colleges.
‗Land grabbers trying to demolish the college and build a marriage hall or a commercial building on its land‘
Around 3,000 very disturbed and worried students of Aisha Bawany College were seen studying outside it in protest on Saturday
after its closure by its board of trustees.
The trustees of the college had approached the court over confusion of its ownership and had proceeded to seal the college building
in the meantime as the court ruled in their favour. But taking notice of the future of its students, the college administration again
reached the Sindh High Court, which issued a stay order on the sealing of the college.
The director of colleges, Karachi, Mohammad Mashooque, stepped in to inform the media that the college trustees were not even
who they said they were but ―land grabbers‖ hoping to demolish the college and build a marriage hall or a commercial building on its
land on main Sharea Faisal.
He further said that the original trustees were no longer around as they had all passed away and the ones claiming to be on the
trustees‘ board now ―belonged to the land mafia‖.
Aisha Bawany College is among Pakistan‘s oldest educational institutions which were nationalised by the Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
government in the early 1970s. After Mr Bhutto many such colleges were returned to their trustees, creating confusion regarding
their ownership between the trustees and the government.
On Saturday, despite the court‘s stay order the trustees tried to reach the building and demolish a portion of it.
(Dawn 18, 17/09/2017)

SHC orders immediate reopening of Karachi's Aisha Bawany College
The Sindh High Court (SHC) suspended on Saturday a civil judge‘s order to seal the premises of Aisha Bawany College till
September 23.
Justice Fahim Ahmed Siddiqui also issued notices to the trustees of the college and others to submit
their replies by the next date of the hearing. He passed a restraining order on a rent application filed
by the Sindh government, challenging the subordinate court‘s order.
A day earlier, the civil judge had ordered the sealing of the college‘s premises during hearing of case
regarding ownership of the building. Complying with the court‘s directives, the area police had sealed
the college.
The provincial law officers, Ziauddin Junejo and Ale Maqbool Rizvi, informed the court SHC bench that the government had filed
an application with the Supreme Court in Islamabad against the order passed by the civil court concerned in the rent matter.
Therefore, the court was pleaded to stay execution proceedings before the civil court, which is the executing court, till the
decision on the government‘s plea in the apex court.
Rs66m fund approved for 273 public colleges of Sindh
After hearing initial arguments from the law officers, Justice Siddiqui issued notices to the trustees of Aisha Bawany Colleg e and
other respondents for September 23. ―Meanwhile, the executing court is directed not to proceed with Execution No 04/2010 till
the next date of hearing,‖ the court further ordered.
Earlier in the morning, teachers and students of the college had protested against sealing of the educational institution‘s b uilding
by the police in compliance with the order passed by the subordinate court.
In protest, the teachers had conducted classes on the street outside the college‘s building and number of the students attended
the same.
On Friday, District South‘s Civil Judge-X had directed the SHO of the Saddar police station to seal the college‘s premises as the
as the provincial education department and local government department had failed to pay Rs50,000 per month as rent, as
ordered on May 19, 2011.

The matter follows that the dispute between the Aisha Bawany Trust and education department over arose over non-payment of
the rent amount, which had allegedly accumulated to Rs8,400,000.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 17/09/2017)

Students, teachers locked out of Aisha Bawany College: 'The rent issue is a lame excuse'
Tension prevailed on Monday as students and teachers of the morning shift reached the Aisha Bawany College premises and
found it sealed again with the deployment of gunmen and security guards in and around the college.
The students and teachers protested on Monday against the sealing of their college, which has not
opened even after orders by the Sindh High Court (SHC) and chief minister.
Chanting slogans in protest of the sealing, the students attempted to enter the college premises, but
private guards of the Aisha Bawany Trust resisted and police also reached the spot to disperse the
students.
Karachi’s Aisha Bawany College remains sealed despite SHC, CM orders to reopen it
The college was sealed on Friday on the orders of a District South civil judge after being approached by the Aisha Bawany
Trust, claiming to be the owners of the property, against the education department‘s failure to pay rent of Rs50,000 to the trust
for the last few years.
While protesting the decision to seal the college premises, a large number of students and teachers held classes outside the
college building located on Sharae Faisal. According to the official record, there are around 2,400 students enrolled at the
college, which was nationalised in 1972.
On the request of the education department, the SHC suspended on Saturday the civil court‘s decision and ordered to de -seal
the college, but all in vain.
―Aisha Bawany‘s original trustees are not alive and some people using the names of the trustees want to sell this property to a
builder who wants to construct a wedding hall. The rent is a lame excuse,‖ Karachi Colleges Director Muhammad Mashooque
said, adding that police is protecting the management of the Aisha Bawany Trust and not executing the high court‘s orders.
SHC orders immediate reopening of Karachi’s Aisha Bawany College
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, taking notice of this issue, asked the officials concerned to implement the court order and op en
the college.
―Please open the college and report to me. We will not leave students alone in this situation,‖ he said to Education Minister Jam
Mehtab Dahar.
Even the chief minister‘s order was not able to bring tangible results. ―We will establish the writ of the state if no one ex ecutes
the court order,‖ said Dahar, adding that they will not let the Aisha Bawany Trust flout court orders.
On the other hand, a meeting was held at CM House where the CM‘s spokesperson, quoting the chief minister said, ―I will re open the college and ensure the resumption of educational activities, come what may.‖
Masood tells authorities to resolve issues at Poonch Medical College
Sources said that Shah ordered the IG and home and chief secretaries to open the college and take action against those
creating hurdles.
Talking to The Express Tribune, South SSP Javed Akbar Riaz said police is not protecting anyone.
―The high court has not directed the police or district administration to reopen the college,‖ he said, referring to the judgment. He
said they cannot take action until ordered to do so.
―On the first day, the sessions court bailiff approached the Saddar SHO with a court order to seal the college. So, the SHO
complied with the order,‖ he said, adding that police is not party to anything and will serve as per the law.
Kurram Agency engineering college to open soon
Meanwhile, the additional advocate-general has written to the chief secretary, IG, home secretary and South DIG for the
implementation of the SHC‘s orders.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 19/09/2017)

SHC restrains private schools from increasing fee
The Sindh High Court (SHC) restrained on Wednesday the management of two private schools from charging tuiti on fee hiked
beyond 5%, as decided by the provincial government.

A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, also issued notices to the provincial education department‘s secretary, the
director of education and administrators of Foundation Public School and Head Start School to file their comments in this regard
by the next date of the hearing to be later notified by the office.
The petitioners, who are parents of the students, had taken the administration of the private schools – Foundation Public School
and Head Start School – to court for increasing the monthly tuition fee beyond the 5% prescribed in the law. They also named
the provincial education department‘s secretary and director of education as respondents in the plea.
The petitioners said their children were currently studying in different classes at the said private schools, where the management
had suddenly increased the tuition fee for different grades. It was stated that the students‘ parents were informed through l etters
informing them about the fee that has been exorbitantly increased.
Former IG corruption case: Sindh High Court seeks progress report from NAB
The parents told the judges that due to the unprecedented hike in the fee their children will be deprived of their basic righ t to get
high-quality education, thus putting their future at the stake.
They argued that the raise in fees was in violation of the Sindh Private Educational Institutions (Regulation and Control)
Ordinances of 2003 and 2015, which permitted an increase not more than 5% of the previous one. But, the two schools‘
management have hiked the fee by 10 to 12%, which is a violation of the law, as well as the notification issued by the education
department wherein only 5% increase had been prescribed by the government, the parents alleged.
The petitioner recalled that the government had issued certain directives against the increase in tuition fees by private
educational institutes but the management was not adhering to them.
The parents requested the court to restrain the school managements from taking any action against their childre n for the
purpose of collecting the increased fees. The parents also demanded a monitoring body to scrutinise the increase in fees.
Provincial minister takes notice of hike in tuition fees by private schools
After hearing initial arguments, the bench issued notices to the secretary and director of education and administrators of
Foundation Public School and Head Start School to file their comments by the next date to be later notified by the court. In the
meanwhile, the judges restrained the two schools‘ management from charging the fee enhanced more than 5% till further orders.
Case history
The issue of exorbitant increases in tuition fee by private schools had surfaced last year when parents had highlighted the issue
by staging protests in different cities, including Karachi. Some 400 parents and students of Generations School had challenge d
the up to 14% increase in fee by the school.
The SHC had decided the matter in October last year, ruling that the private schools, which were duly registered with the
government education department, could not enhance the fee by more than 5% per annum. It had further ruled that those
schools not registered will not be able to increase their fee by even 5%.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 21/09/2017)

SHC restrains schools from raising fee by more than 5pc
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday restrained private schools from raising their fee by more than five per cent until final orders.
Headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh, a two-judge bench gave the directives on a constitutional petition jointly filed by
parents of children studying in different private schools against the school managements for increasing fee by more than five per
cent in violation of the rules and regulations.
The bench also directed the education department and respondent private schools to file their respective comments on the matter
by the next date of hearing which would be later pronounced by the court‘s office. The provincial law officer was also put on notice
by the court.
The petitioner parents submitted that the school managements could not increase the fee by more than five per cent in an academic
year under the existing rules and regulations. However, they said, some private schools increased the fee by more than 10 per cent
in violation of the rules.
The petitioners asked the court to direct the authorities concerned to restrain the school managements from increasing the fee by
over five per cent and to follow the rules and regulations.
Education minister had warned schools that violate rules of strict action
Last week, taking notice of the illegal hike in school fee, Minister for Education and Literacy Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar had warned
the educational institutions‘ owners who raised fee illegally that they would not only be fined but would also have to go behind bars if
they did not mend their ways.
―No one is above the law and strict action will be taken against those educational institutions which have raised fees illegally. A
summary is being moved to law department to make the laws more effective against those institutions which violated the rules and
regulations,‖ said Mr Dahar.

Earlier last year, while hearing an identical petition, the SHC had directed the provincial education department to ensure
enforcement of Sub-rule 7 m(3) of the Rules 2002 that bound the private institutions not to raise their fee by more than five per cent
in an academic year and further requiring them to revise fee structure with prior approval of the government.
Aisha Bawany College case
Chief Justice Shaikh ordered to place before the bench a contempt of court application of the Sindh government against the Aisha
Bawany Trust for not complying with the previous court order regarding reopening of the Aisha Bawany College that had restrained
the handing over of building‘s possession to the trust.
A single bench would hear the contempt of court application on Sept 23.
The application filed by Advocate General barrister Zamir Ghumro said the single bench had restrained the execution of order of the
civil court regarding the sealing and possession of the college, but the Aisha Bawany Trust was still not allowing the functioning of
educational activities at the college.
Case against ex-chief secretary
The special prosecutor of the National Accountability Bureau informed the SHC that the reference against former chief secretary
Siddique Memon had been finalised and sent to the NAB chairman for approval.
The bench extended till Oct 20 the protective bail granted to Mr Memon and put off the hearing.
The grade-21 bureaucrat had on Aug 26 last year obtained anticipatory bail after NAB served on him a notice for investigation
against him for allegedly illegally allotting six acres in Karachi in 1992 when he was the land utilisation secretary.
The NAB in its comments, filed during the previous hearing, said that there was sufficient incriminating material against the chief
secretary and there appeared a reasonable ground to believe that he was guilty of the offences punishable under National
Accountability Ordinance (NAO), 1999.
Apprehension of arrest by NAB had taken Mr Memon to the SHC that first approved his interim pre-arrest bail and later extended it,
exempting him from appearing in court during the hearings.
Scores of key provincial and city government officials and politicians have so far secured pre-arrest bail fearing their arrest after
NAB issued notices to them to join investigation against them.
The counsel for Mr Memon contended that the land was allotted in 1992 and regularised in 2008 under the relevant laws. He
submitted that the land was neither allotted by the chief secretary nor was it regularised by him.
The counsel said the former chief secretary was issued a call-up notice under Section 19 read with Section 27 of the NAO, 1999 on
Aug 24.
By way of essential background, he said, the land, Sector 52-A, Corridor area, Scheme-33, Karachi East, was allotted for
residential/commercial purposes with the approval of the chief minister in favour of Mohammad Ayub, son of Sher Khan, and the
first instalment of Rs968,000 was deposited in the National Bank of Pakistan, district council branch, on Oct 13, 1992.
Later, he recalled, all allotments/grants made in violation of the law at the rates lower than the market value from Jan 1, 1985 were
cancelled.
However, he said, the cancelled grants were allowed to be regularised by a land committee, headed by a retired judge of the SHC.
The counsel said the land committee issued regularisation orders on settlement of payment of the differential cost by the allottee.
He said it was apparent from the record that the NAB authorities were well aware of the fact of regularisation of land by the land
committee unanimously, yet in a bid to cause harassment, undue arrest and humiliation to the petitioner, the National Accountability
Bureau issued the notice.
The counsel said that since the petition fell within the definition of the accused as provided in Section 5-A of the NAO, 1999, he
reasonably apprehended his arrest. He asked the court to grant pre-arrest bail to the petitioner.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn 17, 21/09/2017)

Aisha Bawany College reopens on SHC order
Fortune finally smiled on around 3,000 disturbed and worried students of the Aisha Bawany Government College, which was closed
down by the Aisha Bawany Trust, when an authorised official of the Sindh High Court reopened the
institution and handed over its possession to its principal on Thursday.
On the orders of a two-judge bench of the high court, SHC Nazir Karamdin Junejo along with
Additional Advocate General Barrister Ghulam Mustafa Mahesar went to the college in the afternoon
and reopened it after breaking its lock. The court official also pasted the court‘s order on its gate.
Earlier before noon, a two-judge bench headed by Justice Munib Akhtar ordered the immediate reopening of the college while

hearing a fresh constitutional petition filed by the college principal and teachers against the closure of the college.
The bench ruled: ―Under all circumstances, classes and the college must resume by today (Friday).‖
The petitioner principal informed the judges that the futures of thousands of students, being educated at the college, were at stake
due to the rift between Aisha Bawany Trust and the provincial government over the ownership of the land housing the college.
They also informed the court that the college had not been reopened despite earlier order of a single bench.
The petitioner said that the single bench had suspended the order of the lower court to seal the college and ordered its immediate
reopening. Despite the passage of six days, they complained, the directive of higher judiciary had not been complied with.
The bench expressed grave annoyance over the non-compliance of the court‘s order and appointed the Nazir, directing him to
proceed immediately to the building and show a copy of the court‘s order to the person who claimed to hold possession of the
college.
It also directed the SHO of the police station and the SSP concerned to assist the Nazir in reopening the college and maintain law
and order.
The police were further directed to take strict action against those who create hindrance to implementation of its orders.
―If necessary, the Nazir has full authority to break any lock and to take all such steps as he may deem appropriate to ensure
opening of the college,‖ the bench ruled in its order.
The court ordered to put the college and the relevant portion of the building back in the possession of the provincial government only
for the limited purposes of resuming the classes.
Hundreds of students of the college had on Monday protested against the closure of the institution despite the court‘s orders on
Saturday to resume classes in the college.
On Friday, the Aisha Bawany Trust had closed off the college building after obtaining an order from the local court. Subsequently,
the college administration through the Sindh advocate general had moved against the trust‘s action to seek a restraining order
against the closure of one of the country‘s oldest colleges.
Burns Garden construction stopped
The Sindh High Court on Thursday restrained the authorities concerned from carrying out alleged illegal construction in Burns
Garden, one of the historical parks of the city.
A two-judge bench gave the directives while hearing a petition filed by Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar on behalf of the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation against the chief secretary, local government secretary, National Museum of Pakistan director general and
culture, tourism and antiquities department director general for allegedly allowing the commercial use of Burns Garden.
The mayor told the judges that the park situated on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road was one of the historical parks in the city and had
been under KMC‘s administrative control since 1996 and from time to time it put in huge efforts and money for the conservation,
beautification and development of the park for the benefit of the general public.
The petitioner submitted that the respondents in the past illegally attempted to raise construction of various projects in the name of
commercialisation of Burns Garden and carry out private functions at such parks despite the fact that Supreme Court had ruled that
an amenity park premises could not be used for any commercial purposes at all other than the recreation/convenience of the public.
He said that the respondents had started excavating substantial parts of the garden for laying concrete structures and buildings in
an attempt to commercialise the park premises for a car parking project.
The court was informed by the mayor that the city administration had requested the provincial government to stop the construction in
the first instance and produce authoritative documentary evidences duly supported with site plan of any piece of land in Burns
Garden to justify their disputed occupation at the earliest, but to no avail. The construction was restarted after a temporary
stoppage.
The KMC requested the court to restrain the respondents from constructing commercial units in the garden and declare the said
action of provincial authorities as illegal, mala fide and unlawful.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn 18, 22/09/2017)

Two more private schools in Karachi taken to task for charging increased fee
The Sindh High Court (SHC) restrained on Friday the management of another two private schools from charging tuition fee hiked
beyond 5%, as decided by the provincial government.
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, also issued notices to the provincial education department‘s secretary, the
director of education and administrators of Beaconhouse School System and The City School to file their comments in this
regard by September 27.

The petitioners, who are parents of students attending the schools, had taken the administration of the private schools –
Beaconhouse School System and The City School – to court for increasing their monthly tuition fee beyond the 5% prescribed in
the law. They also named the provincial education department‘s secretary and director of education as respondents in the plea .
Two days ago, the court had restrained the management of Foundation Public School and Head Start School from charging fees
with an increase of more than 5%.
‘Private schools must obey court order’
The petitioners said their children were currently studying in different classes at the Beaconhouse School System and The Cit y
School, where the management had recently increased the tuition fee for different grades. The petitioners said they were
informed through letters about the fee that has been increased exorbitantly.
The judges were told that due to the unprecedented hike in the fee their children will be deprived of their basic right to ge t highquality education, thus putting their futures at stake.
It was argued that the raise in fee was in violation of the Sindh Private Educational Institutions (Regulation and Control)
Ordinances of 2003 and 2015, which allowed an increase not more than 5% of the previous fee annually. But, the two schools‘
management have hiked the fee by 10 to 12%, which is a violation of the law, as well as the notification issued by the educat ion
department wherein only 5% increase had been prescribed by the government, the parents all eged.
The court was pleaded to declare the exorbitant hike in fees beyond 5% illegal and restrain the school managements from takin g
any action against their children for the purpose of collecting the increased fees.
After hearing initial arguments, the bench issued notices to the secretary and director of education and administrators of
Beaconhouse School System and The City School to file their comments by the next date of the hearing. Meanwhile, the judges
restrained the two schools‘ management from charging a fee enhanced more than 5%.
SHC restrains private schools from increasing fee
Case history
The issue of exorbitant increases in tuition fees by private schools had surfaced last year when parents had highlighted the issue
by staging protests in different cities, including Karachi. Some 400 parents and students of Generations School had challenge d
the up to 14% increase in fee by the school.
The SHC had decided the matter in October last year, ruling that the private schools, which were duly registered with the
government education department, could not enhance the fee by more than 5% per annum. It had also ruled that those schools
not registered will not be able to increase their fee by even 5%.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 23/09/2017)

Electricity supply at two govt-run schools in Karachi suspended
For over past three months, students at the Qurtaba Primary Government School have been suffering due to suspended power
supply after the education department failed to clear its electricity dues.
More than 240 children are enroled at the school situated in Clifton Block 1, opposite Shireen Jinnah Colony. Shumaila, a
teacher at the school, said the staff cannot maintain the attendance of children in such a situation, as young kids find it difficult to
tolerate the humid weather without electricity.
SHC reserves verdict against K-E’s ‘unannounced’ power cuts in Karachi
―No one cares about the children belonging to the underprivileged segment of society,‖ said an official from another school, who
requested anonymity.
―Since the last three months we have been writing to the education department and other relevant officials,‖ she said. The
attendance of children is also getting affected due to the electricity suspension, she complained.
10 PTI workers arrested for protesting against K-Electric
―For the past few months I have been receiving complaints from the teachers of the school regarding the matter and I personal ly
spoke to the education minister and other officials but it was useless,‖ said Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA for PS-112 Khurrum
Sher Zaman. He added that since it is a primary school, parents feel reluctant to send their young children to an institute w hich
lacks basic facilities. ―The school‘s building has a bad ventilation system which has worsened the situation,‖ he added.
In March, K-Electric (K-E) had disconnected the electricity supply of 1,457 schools in Karachi due to non -payment of Rs234.8
million, he alleged.
Karachi hit by major power breakdown
―I request K-E to consider resuming electricity as it is a matter of schoolgoing children,‖ he suggested.
Zaman mentioned that according to media reports, more than 50% of government schools in the city are without electricity as
the provincial government failed to allocate funds in the budget for the clearance of arrears of the last five years.

―The education department has a budget of around Rs181.5 billion for the 2017-18 fiscal year which is an increase of 13% from
the last fiscal year, yet it fails to pay electricity bills of government schools,‖ he accused.
JI to renew protest against K-Electric from May 24
―K-E should immediately resume the school‘s power supply as we have cleared all dues,‖ said a spokesperson of Education
Minister Jam Mahtab Dahar. He added that K-E sends a very high amount of bills to these schools where only fans or lights
consume power rather than air conditioners or other heavy duty appliances. ―The utility is violating a ruling of the Sindh Hi gh
Court that states power supply to all the schools should never be suspended at any cost,‖ he adde d.
―Disconnection notices were served on May 16 to the two government-run schools in Shireen Jinnah Colony as both had not
paid their bills since several months,‖ said a K-E spokesperson. He added that the accumulated dues stood at Rs550,000, hence
the power supply to both the schools was suspended. ―K-E urges relevant authorities to clear their dues,‖ he said.
(By SHEHARYAR ALI THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 26/09/2017)

CM admits to failure of education emergency
The declaration of an education emergency in the province has not achieved any tangible results, admitted Chief Minister Murad
Ali Shah on Wednesday.
Chairing a meeting at CM House to review the status of public sector education in the province, he said, ―Soo n after taking
charge, I declared an emergency in the education sector but the results are not encouraging‖. There is a dire need for proper
attention to be given to the weaknesses in the system so they could be improved, he told the education minister and other
officials.
Shah said he was not happy with the state of schools in the province and that whether or not the dropout ratio was accurate, it
was ‗quite disappointing‘. He directed the education department to select 15,000 primary schools to be design ated as model
schools. These schools should be provided proper facilities, a proper teachers -student ratio should be maintained and their
education process should be monitored via proper surveillance and inspections. This process would definitely improve e ducation
at primary levels, he said. Similarly, 1,000 secondary and higher secondary schools should also be selected as model schools,
Shah directed.
Education officers get tablets to check attendance of teachers
This is the only way to improve them in phases, he explained, adding that it is surprising that government schools being
managed by private partners are imparting good education and producing results. He directed the education department to work
out a detailed plan to improve the overall education system, reduce the dropout ratio and develop capacity building of teache rs.
The meeting was attended by Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar, Chief Secretary Rizwan Memon, Principal Secretary to the
CM Sohail Rajput, Education Secretary Abdul Aziz Uqaili and Finance Secretary Hassan Naqvi among others.
Earlier, Uqaili said the enrolment target for primary education was fixed at 77% against which 65% has been achieved. The
enrolment target for middle schools was set at 45% and 35% has been achieved, while the target for secondary education was
fixed at 35% and 25% was achieved, he said. The secretary added that the literacy rate is 60% and a target has been set of
70% by 2018.
Problems in education: SHC CJ takes notice of poor condition of schools
He said that the latest published report of the Pakistan Education Statistics (2014-15) states that in Sindh there are a total 11.9
million children between the ages of five and 16, of which 6.66 million are out of school. The CM summarized that 55.6% of th e
province‘s children are out of school, leading the education secretary to explain that the dropout rate at primary levels was
12.6% between 2014 and 2015 and every year it is reduced by 3%.
The meeting was informed that in 2016-17 there were 45,555 schools in the province, of which 42,383 are viable and 3172
nonviable. The overall enrolment in 2015-16 was 4,145,219, which was increased to 4,229,128 in 2016-17. This shows a
difference of 83,909 or a 2% increase, Uqaili explained. While the enrolment rate increased, the number of teachers de creased,
as in 2015-16 there were 156,216 teachers employed, which reduced to 150,787 in 2016-17. The 5,429 teachers retired or
resigned due to the implementation of the biometric attendance system.
The chief minister directed the education department to prepare a detailed plan on how to improve education system,
infrastructure and improve capacity building of the teachers and control drop out ratio and submit the same for his approval.
Meeting reviews new curriculum based on modern educational standards
Shoddy buildings
Dahar said that most school buildings in the province are in a dilapidated condition and therefore dangerous. The recen t rain
further damaged the structures, he said, adding that a survey of damaged and dangerous school buildings was conducted by the
education works department in September, soon after the rain, in which 6,157 buildings were deemed damaged or dangerous.
―Around Rs17.28 billion is required to repair or reconstruct the buildings,‖ the education minister said. The chief minister,
however, said that the figures seemed to have been exaggerated.
Shah was told that necessary measures have been taken to strengthen governance in schools and 1,016 primary level
headmasters have been appointed and an education management cadre been introduced.

No electricity
In the meeting it was pointed out that most government schools are functioning without electricity. This irked the chief minister,
who questioned how it was possible to produce good students when they are forced to receive education without a fan or light.
More than 100 education dept officers found involved in corruption
Uqaili told Shah that K-Electric (K-E) has claimed a Rs119 million electricity bill. The chief minister directed Memon to call a
meeting of K-E and the school education department to reconcile the bills. ―This is unacceptable, said Shah. I will not tolerate a
situation in which power connections of schools are disconnected for want of payment,‖ he stated. ―We allocate funds for
payment of electricity bills and this year the amount is Rs110 million,‖ he said.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 05/10/2017)

CM unsatisfied with state of education
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has expressed his displeasure over the state of education in the province as 55.6 per cent of children
between the ages of five and 16 years are out of school.
He was presiding over a meeting at the CM House here on Wednesday which was summoned to review the status of public sector
education in the province. The meeting was attended by Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar, chief secretary Rizwan Memon,
principal secretary to CM Sohail Rajput, education secretary Aziz Uqaili, finance secretary Hassan Naqvi and others.
The chief minister said he was not happy with the state of schools in the province as education was one of his government‘s top
priorities. He added that the dropout rate of children from schools was quite disappointing and discouraging.
Mr Shah directed the education department to select 15,000 primary schools, maintain a proper teacher-student ratio there and
monitor their education through proper surveillance and inspection. This process would definitely improve education at the primary
level.
―Similarly, 1,000 secondary and higher secondary schools may also be selected for the same purpose,‖ he noted.
―It is surprising that government schools which are being managed by private partners are providing satisfactory education and are
producing good results,‖ the chief minister observed.
Earlier, education secretary Aziz Uqaili informed the meeting that the enrolment target for primary had been fixed at 77pc while 65pc
was achieved.
He further said that enrolment target for middle school had been set at 45pc while 35pc was achieved and the target for secondary
had been fixed at 35pc while 25pc was achieved.
Mr Uqaili added that the literacy rate was 60pc while the target had been set at 70pc for 2018.
Reception for Syedna
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah hosted a reception for spiritual leader of Dawoodi Bohra Jamaat Syedna Mufaddal
Saifuddin at the CM House on Wednesday evening.
Speaking on the occasion the Bohra Jamaat chief said that over 31,000 foreigners visited Karachi to listen to his sermons, making
the congregation of over 70,000 people.
(Dawn 18, 05/10/2017)

Helmets barred at KU for protection of female students
In a surprising security move, the administration of University of Karachi (KU) has barred motorcyclists to wear helmet withi n the
varsity‘s premises.
The decision was made following the series of incidents in which a knife-wielding motorcyclist has been attacking women on the
streets of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Gulshan-e-Iqbal.
The step has been taken as a ‗precautionary move‘ to protect students inside the varsity. ―Until the arrest of the serial att acker,
we won‘t allow anyone to wear a helmet within the university,‖ KU Security Adviser Dr Muhammad Zubair told The Express
Tribune.
Sindh home minister orders emergency measures after series of attacks on police
According to Dr Zubair, all the students and staff wearing helmets will now be asked by security guards to deposit them at th e
gates before entering the university. They will also be searched so that any knife-wielder among them can be caught.
―The ban on helmets will help female students move freely within the campus, as earlier they were afraid,‖ the KU security
adviser said, adding that the varsity does not want to take any risks as the serial attacker hides his identity by wearing a helmet.
Perpetrator at large

Despite multiple arrests, the police have been unable to trace the attacker who has so far wounded more than a dozen women in
Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Gulshan-e-Iqbal areas in the last 10 days.
Around a dozen young men were taken into custody on Friday by the District East police, which claimed to have multiplied thei r
efforts in order to arrest the attacker.
Attack on Khawaja Izhar attempt to create unrest in Karachi: Sindh IGP
The suspects were detained during snap-checking, patrolling and search operations in parts of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and its
surrounding areas on Friday. However, none of them was found to be the wanted attacker.
After the operation on Friday, the number of detained suspects has increased to around two dozen. ―We are taking the suspects
in custody and those found innocent are being released,‖ said a senior police officer. In some cases, the police also detained
suspects carrying blades and knives.
The detained persons and their families have been condemning the police for arresting random persons to show their
performance. ―This practice should be stopped,‖ said a cable operator who was detained and released by the police Thursday
night. ―They arrested me because I had a cutter? Yes, I had it because it is a part of my job,‖ he said, adding that instead of
arresting and harassing young men without any proof, the police should conduct operations based on intelligence reports.
Knife-wielding motorcyclist forces women to stay home in Karachi
Meanwhile, Sindh Inspector-General of Police Allah Dino Khawaja held a meeting at the Central Police Office on Friday to
review the law and order situation, particularly the development in the case of knife attacks. The IG appointed East DIG Sultan
Khawaja as the focal person regarding the issue. He also directed the concerned police officials to employ modern strategies to
arrest the serial attacker and strengthen their coordination with the Rangers and other law enforcement agencies.
Case solved?
It was reported on Friday night that a special team of the Karachi police has been dispatched to Sahiwal in order to find clu es
about the knife attacks in Karachi.
Over 250 similar knife attack cases have occurred in Chichawatni in the past and Sahiwal has witnessed around 38 cases.
According to the police, a serial attacker, Waseem, disappeared since he was released from jail after his arrest in 2015 for
attacking women in Chichawatni and Sahiwal. It is being suspected that Waseem could be the elusive attacker who has been
targeting women in Karachi. The police have also detained his brother in Sahiwal while further investigations are under way.
Another woman stabbed in Karachi as ‘knifeman’ remains at large
Talking to the media, Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah disclosed that there has been a major development in the case as two
suspects have been identified, one of whom is most likely the wanted attacker. One of the suspects belongs to Karachi, while
the other belongs to Sahiwal, the CM said, adding that at present none of them are in custody.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 07/10/2017)

Eight years on: Final draft of education policy still in limbo
The stagnant literacy rate in the country and the alarming number of out of school children – around 25 million – may largely be
owed to there being no provincial or federal education policies governing the Pakistan education system.
The last educational policy was implemented in the years 1998 to 2010 and when the Pakistan Peoples
Party took over in 2008, they announced a new policy but it seems to have gotten lost in the affairs of the
18th amendment and the devolution of the education ministry in 2010.
National education policy: Govt will not rush consultations: Baligh
In 2014, a 26-member advisory committee, comprising senior educationists and policymakers, was established to revamp and
implement the existing policy from 2009. A rough draft of the policy was finalised in October 2016 but in lieu of feedback fr om
related bureaucrats and politicians, it has remained just a draft.
In hindsight, the Federal Education and Professional Training minister announced in 2015 that the revised policy will be released
by January 2016. In May 2016, the minister told The Express Tribune that a policy will be finalised and announced by the end of
2016. However, since then, owing to the lax attitude of the provincial and national level officials no headway has been made.
Educationists, privy to the matter, have expressed exasperation over the prolonged delay and term it a bad omen. ―The final
draft has been forwarded to all the provinces and so far only Sindh sent their feedback. The other provinces have not replied,
despite two reminders being sent to them,‖ said Higher Education Commission (HEC) Advisory Council member Mahmoodul
Hasan Butt.
Education and social safety nets: what budget numbers say
―The policy devised in 1992 suffered the same fate as the one formulated in 2009. Neither of them could be implemented
because of political reasons and delays,‖ said a senior member of the HEC advisory council. He went on to say that around
Rs40 million was spent on the failed educational policies of 2009, even though the original allotted budget was Rs2.6 mill ion.

He also expressed concern over the delays in finalising policy, saying that the volatility of the country‘s political situati on may
render all efforts useless if the policy is not finalised in time.
The original policy from 2009 had nine chapters but no separate categories for primary, secondary and higher education, the
different tiers jumbled under one chapter. The new policy has 19 chapters and comprehensively covers primary to higher
education, while also being inclusive of technical education in the country.
K-P unifies middle school exam policy for public, private sectors
Another member of the committee, wishing to be anonymous, expressed serious reservations and said the policy should be
announced before it is too late.
―Education policy and its implementation have never been taken seriously in Pakistan and it clearly shows where the
government‘s priorities lie,‖ he said.
It is pertinent to note that ever since the education ministry was devolved in 2010, none of the provinces have taken steps to
formulate an education policy, even though it was awarded as a provincial subject. Even though, an education ministry was
established to meet international obligations, the ministry is just subsequently going through name change, the Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training being the fifth title.
K-P Education Bill 2017: NGO picks out missing clauses
Another member HEC advisory council, Dr Muhammad Saleem said that in 2012, parliament passed a bill for free and
compulsory education for children between the ages of five and 16. However, there was no action taken once the bill was
passed. ―Are these our priorities?‖ he asked.
Allama Iqbal Open University Vice Chancellor Shahid Siddiqi has authored a book on Pakistan‘s education policies. He was of
the view that ―Developing policies on top of already existing policies is the basic problem,‖ he said, adding that every
government should come up with their own policies. He further informed this scribe that in 1998 the education policy specifie d
that 4.0 per cent of gross domestic product will be spent on education but it was never actually implemented.
Without sharing any definite details, the education minister reassured The Express Tribune that the policy will be finalised soon.
(By Riazul Haq THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 02, 09/10/2017)

SHC extends stay order against hike in school fee
The Sindh High Court (SHC) extended on Tuesday its earlier stay order against private educational institutions from charging
more than the government-approved 5% hike in tuition fee till November 8.
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, directed the lawyers engaged by the private schools‘
management to argue on the matter on the next hearing date.
SHC extends stay on tuition fee hike
Last month, the judges had issued notices to the administrators of private schools to file their comments. Meanwhile, the cou rt
restrained the managements from charging more than a 5% increase in fee till the next date.
On Tuesday, the lawyers representing two private schools – The City School and Foundation Public School (FPS) – requested
the court to tag the parents‘ plea along with another identical petition on which the court had already reserved its verdict .
17 private schools fined for unauthorised fee increases
However, Barrister Kamal Azfar, who represented Beaconhouse School System, opposed such a request, arguing the fresh
matters could not be clubbed to the earlier petitions on which the court had already reserved its verdict.
Therefore, the bench directed all the lawyers representing the private schools to come prepared to argue on th e matter on
November 8. Till then, the interim stay against a hike in tuition fee was extended.
Two more private schools in Karachi taken to task for charging increased fee
The parents of more than 200 students, currently studying in different private schools, had moved the court against the fresh
hike in tuition fee. They had named the provincial education department‘s secretary, the director of education and administrators
of FPS, Headstart School, Beaconhouse School System and The City School as respondents.
In their pleas, the petitioners said their children were currently studying in different classes at these private educati onal
institutes, where the management had recently increased the tuition fee for different grades all of sudden. The parents said they
were informed through letters about the exhorbitant fee increase.
SHC restrains private schools from increasing fee
The judges were told that due to the unprecedented hike in the fee, their children will be deprived of their basic right to g et highquality education, thus putting their futures at stake.
It was argued that the raise in fee was in violation of the Sindh Private Educational Institutions (Regulation and Control)
Ordinances of 2003 and 2015, which permitted an increase of not more than 5% annually. Yet school managements have
increased the fee by 10% to 12%, which is a violation of the law, as well as the notification issued by the education departm ent
wherein only a 5% increase had been prescribed by the government, the parents alleged.

SHC reserves verdict on recent hike in schools’ tuition fee
The court was pleaded to declare the exorbitant hike in fees beyond 5% as illegal and restrain school managements from taking
any action against their children for the purpose of collecting the increased fee. They also sought establishing a monitoring body
to scrutinise the increase in fee.
Case history
The issue of exorbitant increases in tuition fee by private schools surfaced last year when parents had highlighted the issue by
staging protests in different cities, including Karachi. Around 400 parents and students of the Generations School had
challenged the up to 14% increase in fee by the school.
Provincial minister takes notice of hike in tuition fees by private schools
SHC had decided the matter in October last year, ruling that the private schools, which were duly registered with the education
department, could not enhance the fee by more than 5% per annum. It had further ruled that those schools not registered will not
be able to increase their fee by even 5%.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 11/10/2017)

Stay order against school fee hike continues
The Sindh High Court on Tuesday extended till November 8 its interim order that restrained private schools from raising their fee by
more than five per cent.
A two-judge bench was hearing a constitutional petition jointly filed by parents of children studying in different private institutions
against the school managements for increasing fee by more than five per cent in violation of the rules and regulations.
The court once again directed the education department and respondent private schools to file their respective comments on the
matter by the next date of hearing. The provincial law officer was also put on notice by the court.
The petitioner parents submitted that the school managements could not increase the fee by more than five per cent in an academic
year under the existing rules and regulations. However, they said, some private schools increased the fee by more than 10pc in
violation of the rules.
Some schools raising fee by over 10pc, parents say
The petitioners asked the court to direct the authorities concerned to restrain the school managements from increasing the fee by
over five per cent and to follow the rules and regulations.
Earlier last year, while hearing an identical petition, the SHC had directed the provincial education department to ensure
enforcement of Sub-rule 7(3) of the Rules 2002 that bound the private institutions not to raise their fee by more than five per cent in
an academic year and further requiring them to revise fee structure with prior approval of the government.
Plea against harassment by NAB disposed of
Another division bench, headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh, disposed of a petition against the National Accountability
Bureau for allegedly harassing the petitioners on the pretext of an inquiry.
The petition was filed by Asma Usman, Zubaida and Sakina who alleged that NAB officials were harassing them on the pretext of an
inquiry into the matters of Usman Housing Society.
They said that NAB had initiated the inquiry in 2014, and since then they were being harassed by the officials.
The chief justice asked the NAB officials present in court as to why the women were being harassed. He remarked that a large
number of inquiries were pending completion for the past 10 years and people were being subjected to a great deal of
inconvenience.
Baldia factory owners seek unfreezing of bank accounts
A two-judge bench issued notices to the special public prosecutor and other respondents on an application of the owners of the
Baldia Town factory, where a fire killed over 200 workers in September 2012, against freezing of their bank accounts.
Owner Abdul Aziz, through his counsel, stated that the names of the factory owners had been withdrawn in the list of the accused
persons in the factory fire case.
He said that the company was facing a great deal of financial difficulties due to freezing of its accounts.
The applicant asked the court to order the restoration of their bank accounts in view of their financial constraints.
The bench directed the special public prosecutor and other respondents to file their respective comments and put off the hearing to
Nov 6.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn 18, 11/10/2017)

Pakistan needs system-level change in education, conference told
Students increasingly face a globalised world which has placed a lot of emphasis on a knowledge-based economy and
multidisciplinary skills; educational institutions in Pakistan must tackle this challenge.
This was debated at the third annual Principals‘ Conference organised by the Aga Khan University Examination Board (AKU-EB) in
partnership with the Oxford University Press (OUP) on Wednesday where over 360 principals from different organisations came
together to share their experiences and learn from each other.
Dr Shehzad Jeeva, director Aga Khan University Examination Board, explained that educational institutes in Pakistan need to
―inculcate a sense of intellectual curiosity and a passion for learning that goes beyond formal academic years within their students.
And it is not only students that need to evolve into lifelong learners — this is a pertinent need for all of us and therefore requires
system-level change in education for teachers, parents, principals, and communities to develop into enduring pupils.‖
Sabina Khatri, director of Kiran Foundation shared different experiences that shed light on the upbringing of children in Pakistan. ―I
asked young children stoning a bleeding dog on the streets of Lyari why they were hitting the poor animal and they told me that
dogs didn‘t feel pain and that they did it for fun,‖ she said.
‗Educational institutes need to inculcate a sense of intellectual curiosity in students‘
She also recalled witnessing high school students locking a teacher who was suffering from brain tumour in a room as they danced
outside making fun of him. ―I have also had fathers come to me to tell me to beat up their kids as that is the only way to learn.‖
According to her, ―around 80 per cent of such behaviour is generated from home. The children carry the baggage of pain from their
homes and there is no place to unburden them.‖
In her keynote address titled, ‗Is inspirational pedagogy the key to preparing children for lifelong learning?‘, former chair of the
European Council of International Schools English as a Second Language and Mother-tongue Committee, Eithne Gallagher noted
the importance of maintaining a balance between mediums of instruction and mother languages. ―You can‘t turn off what you
already know, and children will learn a lot more if they are not forced to turn off their home tongues. When we tell children to think
only in English or Urdu, it doesn‘t make any sense because we think in all languages.‖
Thirty-one abstracts were presented on issues such as formative assessment in primary schools, case studies of educational
institutions serving impoverished communities and the role of inquiry as a dynamic teaching and learning approach.
Short, inspiring talks titled ‗Educators as change agents‘ also included a talk by Aamna Pasha, associate director of teacher
development at AKU-EB where she focused on the importance of studying humanities for societal development. ―Problems are
never one-dimensional, they are always multifaceted. They require academicians from multiple disciplines to come together to
address them, and this is exactly what Pakistan needs,‖ she said.
The ‗Education for all — Vision 2030‘ panel saw leaders in Pakistani education like Baela Raza Jamil, Abbas Rashid and Irfan
Muzaffar come together to discuss methods for inclusivity, quality education and lifelong learning in a local context. The role of the
private sector in driving education for all, the pros and cons of technology as a cost-effective means to expand access to quality
education, and the role of language in education, particularly English as a medium of instruction, came under discussion.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn 17, 12/10/2017)

CM approves Rs6bn for improving 4,000 schools
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday approved Rs6 billion for equipping 4,000 schools in the province with all necessary
facilities in the next six months.
He passed those orders while presiding over a meeting of the education department (schools) at the CM House.
Mr Shah asked the department to select the schools itself and provide them all facilities such as compound walls, library, teachers‘
room, laboratory, washrooms, drinking water and electricity.
Calls for collection of educational institutions‘ data
―Make arrangements for solar energy in schools where power connections cannot be given due to any reason,‖ he said.
The meeting was informed that the number of children in government schools had been 4,249,033 in 2012 which remained almost
unchanged in 2016-17.
―How can parents send their children to schools which have no facilities? Once 4,000 schools are improved, the enrolment rate will
automatically go up,‖ the chief minister said.
School education secretary Iqbal Durrani told the chief minister that there were 38,132 primary schools in the province, of which
4,303 were exclusively for girls, 5,309 for boys while 28,520 were coeducational.

―The total number of middle schools is 2,241. This includes 545 schools for girls, 319 for boys and 1,377 are meant for both boys
and girls.
―Secondary schools are 1,719 in number while 291 are higher secondary schools,‖ Mr Durrani added.
The chief minister said the total number of middle schools was far too less as compared to the total number of primary schools and
directed the education department to increase the number of middle schools.
―The decision to upgrade primary schools to the middle level will be made on the basis of need and merit,‖ he added. The meeting
was told that enrolments in primary schools were 2,735,156, for which 91,092 primary teachers were working.
Mr Shah said the ratio of one teacher for 30 students was not bad and emphasised that they had to work on capacity building of
teachers.
He also directed the education secretary to develop schools‘ data which should include their locality, size, number of students and
teachers, facilities and their budget.
―This way their problems and issues could be identified and resolved forthwith,‖ he added.
The CM further said he would be reviewing the progress of the agenda every fortnight.
The meeting was also attended by Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar, chief secretary Rizwan Memon, P&D chairman
Mohammad Waseem, principal secretary to CM Sohail Rajput and finance secretary Hassan Naqvi.
Water supply, drainage schemes
The chief minister, who also presided over a meeting of the Public Health Engineering Department on Wednesday, said he wanted
to see 36 schemes for water supply and 59 for drainage completed by June 2018.
The meeting was informed that the PHE department had launched 223 schemes, of them 187 — 117 for drainage and 70 for water
supply — were already in progress which would cost over Rs4.7 billion while the government had released Rs1.5bn for them.
Mr Shah directed the secretary to keep him informed about all the schemes.
The PHE also approved Rs724.540 million for 34 new schemes — 15 for water supply and 19 for drainage. The chief minister
specially discussed PHE schemes for Larkana, Shikarpur, Qambar, Tando Allahyar, Tharparkar, Shaheed Benazirabad, Naushahro
Feroze, Dadu, Kashmore, Sukkur and Khairpur.
The meeting was attended by PHE Minister Fayaz Butt, along with senior government officials.
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn 17, 19/10/2017)

4,000 selected schools to be provided necessary facilities in six months
The school education department has been directed to select at least 4,000 schools in the province and provide them all
necessary facilities within the next six months.
The direction was given by Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah who was presiding over a meeting of the school ed ucation department
at CM House on Wednesday. The CM approved Rs6 billion for providing facilities at the schools.
The meeting was attended by Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar, Chief Secretary Rizwan Memon, Planning and
Development Board Chairperson Mohammad Waseem, Principal Secretary to the CM Sohail Rajput, Education Secretary Iqbal
Durani, Finance Secretary Hassan Naqvi and others.
Not as easy as ABC: Sindh’s education, health ’emergency’ is in crisis
Giving a presentation to the CM, the education secretary said there were around 4,000 schools in the province that did not ha ve
washrooms. To this, the CM commented that he had been listening to reports of missing facilities in schools for years. He
directed the school education department to select at least 4,000 schools and provide them all the facilities, including boun dary
walls, libraries, teachers‘ rooms, laboratories, washrooms, drinking water and electricity. Shah directed the provision of solar
energy to schools where power connections through electric poles were not possible.
On Shah‘s inquiry, the planning and development board chairperson informed the meeting that the cost o f the proposed project
would be Rs6 billion. ―I want this to be accomplished within six months,‖ the CM said, approving the amount.
The meeting was informed that students‘ enrolment in government schools was recorded at 4.25 million in 2012 and the figure
remained almost the same during the 2016-17 academic year. To this, the CM remarked that no parents would have their
children enrolled in schools that lacked basic facilities.
Sindh’s crusader for girls’ education Dadi Leelan passes away

The school education secretary informed Shah that there are 38,132 primary schools in Sindh, while the number of middle
schools in the province is 2,241. Expressing displeasure over the statistics, the CM said that 2,241 middle schools were
negligible against 38,132 primary schools. He ordered the secretary to increase the number of middle schools in the province.
The meeting was also informed that 2.74 million students are enrolled in primary schools and are educated by 91,092 primary
teachers. Shah was satisfied with the teacher-to-student ratio in primary schools. This shows that one teacher is teaching 30
students which is not bad, he remarked, adding that ―we have to focus on capacity building of teachers‖.
The CM also directed the school education secretary to develop school-wise data of the number of students and teachers at the
school, area, budget and facilities. ―I want easily accessible data of every school so that its problems and issues could be
identified forthwith for redress,‖ he said.
Canadian assistance for education lauded
―Primary education is the foundation. If the foundation is strong, the building will be strong,‖ Shah said, adding that latest
teaching methods should be adopted in primary schools. The CM also directed the education minister to devise a mechanism for
rationalising teachers‘ transfers and postings.
The CM also announced that he would be reviewing the progress on the agenda for providing all necessary facilities to 4,000
schools every fortnight.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 19/10/2017)

SC hands over Aisha Bawany College’s custody to Sindh govt
The legal wrangling over the possession of the Aisha Bawany Government College between the Aisha Bawany Trust and the Sindh
government finally came to an end on Thursday when a bench of the Supreme Court at Islamabad allowed the provincial
government to keep the custody of the college till May 2019.
The apex court bench headed by Justice Azmat Saeed ruled that the city‘s prestigious college and its management ―shall be run by
the government of Sindh till May 31, 2019 in the same premises‖.
The bench also ordered that the salaries of the college staff for the said period would be paid by the provincial government.
Apex court warns of ‗severe consequences‘ if its orders violated
The apex court further ruled that the provincial government would hand over the premises of the college to the Aisha Bawany Trust
on May 31, 2019 and ordered that the interim matters ―shall be resolved with the trust accordingly during this period.‖
The court also allowed the trust to register the college under a different name.
The Sindh government also handed over a cheque for Rs8.5 million to the Aisha Bawany Trust administration.
The provincial government was directed to hand over three of the 17 classrooms of the college to the trust by Oct 31, so that it might
conduct classes for its students.
―Both sides would face severe consequences if they fail to abide by the court orders,‖ Justice Azmat Saeed warned.
―If the court‘s orders are not upheld, contempt proceedings can be initiated against the perpetrators.‖
Earlier, the Aisha Bawany Trust after obtaining an order from the local court had closed off the college and sealed its building.
The Sindh High Court (SHC) had suspended the order of the subordinate court and had ordered immediate reopening of one of the
country‘s oldest colleges.
However, classes did not resume until students protested and an authorised official of the SHC reopened the institution and handed
over its possession to its principal.
The matter was then referred to the Supreme Court after the SHC threw out the contempt of court applications filed by Aisha
Bawany Trust and provincial government against each other for defying the court orders.
A single bench headed by Justice Fahim Siddiqui had dismissed both the applications and had ruled that the matter pertaining to the
ownership and possession of the Aisha Bawany College would be decided by the Supreme Court, where the matter was pending
disposal.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn 17, 21/10/2017)

SC water commission wants timeline of master plan implementation by Nov 11
The water commission appointed by the Supreme Court on Saturday expressed the hope that a definite timeline to start work on the
implementation of a master plan to save water bodies in Sindh from pollution would be communicated to it on Nov 11.

The one-man commission headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro was holding its proceedings at the Sindh High Court‘s
principal seat. Jamal Mustafa Syed, chairman of the task force formed by the commission, submitted his report regarding
implementation of the master plan.
After going through a preliminary report submitted by education secretary Iqbal Durrani on availability and quality of drinking water
supplied to schools, Justice Kalhoro observed that it indicated that the problem of water quality as well as availability was not only
perennial, widespread and deep-rooted but such problem was not being addressed with vigour. He said that such issue would be
thoroughly discussed on Nov 11.
Mr Durrani‘s report said that no value-addition was done to improve quality of water and its availability at schools. He stated that all
directors of school education were directed to carry out laboratory test of drinking water available at schools. He said that an
important meeting with engineers was scheduled for Oct 23 and the outcome would be submitted to the commission on next date of
hearing.
Public Health Engineering Department (PHED) secretary Tameezuddin Khero stated that he had already gone through the report
and intended to submit PC-1 (project cost) within a month to the government in the light of its recommendations. He said that he
would also submit in court a summary within a week to commit funds for such a plan. A copy of the report submitted by the task
force chairman was given to a representative of the planning and development department, Hisham Mazhar Qureshi.
Mr Khero informed the commission that two power distribution companies were providing assistance in energising connections of
water supply and drainage schemes.
According to him, applications for electricity connections of 239 schemes were submitted out of which 214 schemes had been
energised and the rest would be energised within a month.
He stated that 55 per cent of the schemes energised so far were working properly. He, however, sought time to submit a detailed
report on the next date of hearing. He said the biological activation of the Shaheed Benazirabad sewage treatment plant was under
way and once it was completed, it would start functioning. He also submitted a report on the urban water supply scheme, Umerkot,
(ultra filtration plant) along with a report of its executive engineer mentioning that it was made operational on Oct 15 but hit snags,
hence it was closed. However, he added, after some rectification, the plant was again made operational. The commission asked the
task force chairman to verify the claims and Dr Murtaza (a task force member) to visit the plant and check its water quality.
Local Government secretary Ramzan Awan submitted a report regarding the Golarchi filtration plant stating that it would be made
functional within the next few days as the payment issue had now been resolved and the contractor would hand it over to the PHED
within 10 days.
Mr Awan also submitted in the commission that the reverse osmosis plants in Badin might be converted to ultra filtration plants and
shifted to different locations to provide water to people. About filtration plants of Umerkot and Jati, he said that due to some
technical faults they would require some time to be made functional.
Regarding draft of regulations for operating water hydrants, the commission was informed that same were submitted to law
department which raised some objections.
The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) managing director assured the commission that he would look into the draft
regulations thoroughly for further improvement in order to comprehensively address every issue relating to the functioning of
hydrants.
Sindh Industries secretary Abdul Raheem Soomro briefed the commission about combined effluent treatment plants (CETPs) to be
built in Karachi and stated that the project proposal was to be placed in the next meeting of the Executive Committee of National
Economic Council (Ecnec) for final approval as the subject had already been discussed in a meeting, chaired by deputy chairman of
the planning commission, on Oct 19.
Dr Ghulam Murtaza said that he would start analysing water quality in hospitals, as directed by the commission, from Nov 1, and
then submit reports periodically.
Jamal Mustafa Syed also submitted a comprehensive report in line with the commission‘s Oct 7 order pertaining to failure of the
Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa). His report identified causes of Sepa‘s failure and proposed remedial measures. The
report was provided to the Sepa managing director for further discussion on the next date of hearing.
The Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa) managing director informed the commission that quality of water being supplied from the
Jamshoro filtration plant had improved. However, he stated, an optimum improvement in water filtration for Hyderabad city could not
be made for want of rehabilitation work of all components for which Wasa had already started the tendering process.
About Darya Khan pumping station, he disclosed that temporary arrangements were made with a firm, Pak Oasis, which had agreed
to install a model plant at the pumping station by Nov 15, to control/treat effluent currently being discharged in the Phulelli canal.
Justice Kalhoro directed Dr Murtaza to visit the said station after installation of the model plant to verify effluent treatment.
(By Mohammad Hussain Khan Dawn 19, 22/10/2017)

Lack of basic facilities in schools reduce enrolments

In Sindh, 100,000 students leave school in the first month every year due to the absence of basic facilities such as water and
sanitation admitted the provincial education department‘s secretary, Dr Iqbal Hussain Durrani, before
the judicial commission.
Filing a preliminary report on the quality of drinking water in schools, the secretary showed a breakup of
schools based on whether water was available or not. He highlighted the agencies responsible for
providing water to the schools.
In Karachi‘s District Central there are some schools where only two students are studying, the secretary disclosed.
However, Durrani admitted that no value addition was done to improve either the quality of water or its availability in the s chools
by the education department. He said that 4,000 schools had been surveyed so far and assured that facilities like electricity,
drinking water, classrooms and washrooms will be provided.
Water shortage predicted across Pakistan
He said in the report that it was essentially the job of the public health engineering or the local government department to look
into this issue and provide water to the schools and colleges in rural and urban areas. Yet the education department had
prepared a comprehensive plan based on two phases for providing all facilities, including drinking water to the schools, he
maintained.
The secretary mentioned that all directors of school education had been directed to carry out laboratory tests of drinking water
being supplied to the schools.
He added that the director-general of monitoring and evaluation had been mandated to inspect schools randomly twice a month
to improve attendance of teaching and ancillary staff and check water quality and sanitation.
The secretary said an important meeting with the relevant engineers and others concerned had been convened on Monday
when the issue in its entirety will be discussed to devise schemes for improving workability of th e prevalent system for providing
water and maintaining sanitation conditions at the schools.
Ibrahim Hyderi residents decry non-availability of water
According to him, the result of the meeting with a progress report will be submitted to the commission on the next date. The
commission observed that the secretary‘s report ―clearly suggests that the problem of water quality and even its availability in
many schools was not only perennial but was widespread and deep-rooted. And this problems is not being addressed with the
rigor and effort expected in such a situation.‖
The commission ordered that the issue be discussed thoroughly on the next date of the hearing when the education secretary
will apprise the commission about efforts being made to improve quality of water and sanitation in the schools and colleges a ll
over Sindh.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 22/10/2017)

Education in Sindh suffers due to poor sanitation
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation‘s Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report, released
today, highlighted the government‘s apparent failure to provide high-quality education in Pakistan.
Lack of sanitation, level of teachers‘ salaries, low levels of spending on education and lack of
regulations of health and safety at schools are being counted among the reasons for this. In Sindh, one
of the major issues being faced is lack of sanitation and water facilities.
One-third of schools in the country have no water or basic sanitation or toilets. Only half of all
government schools have usable toilets.
Judicial commission on water, sanitation
Taking notice of this and other issues in the province on December 27, 2016, the Supreme Court constituted a judicial
commission to investigate and improve sanitation conditions in Sindh. A lawyer, Shahab Usto, had taken the authorities
concerned to the court over non-supply of clean drinking water and sanitation to the masses in the province, where ‗bad‘
governance had taken its worst shape.
Judicial commission rejects task force’s report on water, sanitation
Headed by Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro, the commission is investigating the failure of the authorities concerned to provide
clean drinking water and improve the deteriorating sanitation conditions across the province.
―In Sindh, 100,000 students leave school in the first month every year due to the absence of basic facilities (such as water and
sanitation),‖ admitted the provincial education department‘s secretary, Dr Iqbal Hussain Durrani, before the judicial commiss ion
on Saturday.
The issue arose during judicial commission‘s proceedings on September 17, on the complaint that most of the gove rnment
schools lacked basic amenities like clean drinking water and sanitation. At some, the water was undrinkable.

Therefore, the commission had directed the secretary of the provincial education and literacy department to submit a report o n
the status of availability of clean potable water and sanitation at the government-run schools and colleges.
Filing a preliminary report on the survey, the secretary showed a break -up of schools based on whether water was available or
not. He highlighted the agencies responsible for providing water to the schools.
Problems in education: SHC CJ takes notice of poor condition of schools
However, Durrani admitted that no value addition was done to improve either the quality of water or its availability in the schools
by the education department. He said that 4,000 schools had been surveyed so far and assured that facilities like electricity ,
drinking water, classrooms and washrooms will be provided.
He said in the report that it was essentially the job of the public health engineering or the local government department to look
into this issue and provide water to the schools and colleges in rural and urban areas. Yet the education department had
prepared a comprehensive plan based on two phases to provide all facilities, including drinking water, to the schools, he
maintained.
The secretary mentioned that all directors of school education had been directed to carry out laboratory tests of drinking water
being supplied to the schools.
According to a survey conducted by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum earlier this year, around 95% of public schools along the
Sindh coastline do not have drinking water or washrooms for students.
―We conducted the survey in Kharo Chan and Keti Bunder tehsils of Thatta district, where 95% schools lack drinking water
facilities,‖ the forum‘s field coordinator Gulab Shah had said.
Underprivileged children to gain access to art education
On October 18, Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah announced that 4,000 schools would be selecte d and provided all
necessary facilities within the next six months. He had approved Rs6 billion for the project during a meeting with education
department officials.
In a presentation to the CM, the education secretary had said there were around 4,000 sch ools in the province that did not have
washrooms upon which Shah had commented that he had been listening to reports of missing facilities in schools for years. He
directed the school education department to select at least 4,000 schools and provide them all the facilities, including boundary
walls, libraries, teachers‘ rooms, laboratories, washrooms, drinking water and electricity. Shah directed the provision of so lar
energy to schools where power connections via electrical poles were not possible.
(By Naeem Sahoutara THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 24/10/2017)

No exam fee be collected from govt school students: CM
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has said the provincial government will bear examination expenses of class IX to XII students
enrolled in government schools.
Therefore, no public school or educational board is allowed to collect examination fee from students.
The chief minister issued these directives on Wednesday while taking notice of some media reports that the schools were trying to
collect examination fee from students on the ground that the government had not issued directives against it.
He added that he had given clear orders and had approved relevant budget for the purpose. Mr Shah added that the school
education department had issued a notification in that regard on April 20 this year.
The chief minister said he would not tolerate any negligence and directed ―all schools to stop collection of registration, enrolment
and annual examination fee from the students enrolled in government schools, otherwise strict action would be taken against them‖.
Russian Unity Day
Speaking at a function held at the Russian Consulate to celebrate the Unity Day of the Russian Federation, the chief minister said
unity was one of the pillars of state not only in Russia but in Pakistan as well where the Quaid-i-Azam had said: ―Unity, faith and
discipline.‖
Greeting Russia and its leadership, he said Nov 4 reminded them of the popular uprising that freed Moscow from the PolishLithuanian occupation forces in 1612.
He said the day called for tolerance among various ethnic and religious groups in Russia.
―I am told that people from more than 185 different nationalities are living peacefully in the Russian Federation. This is indeed a
unique achievement for any country,‖ he said.
(Dawn 18, 02/11/2017)

Sindh govt approves grant of Rs502.1m for KU
The Sindh government has approved a grant of Rs502.1 million for the University of Karachi (KU), an official of the institution said
on Sunday.
He stated the amount would be utilised for revamping water and sewerage system of the campus.
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr M. Ajmal Khan has thanked the Sindh government, especially Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, for approving
the grant and hoped it would be released soon.
This is the first time in the history of the KU that a proper water and sewerage system would be installed, the university official
maintained.
He said Dr Ajmal Khan, soon after taking charge, took personal interest in the issue and now this has been approved and funds
would be released from the Sindh government shortly.
Moreover, the KU received the grant of Rs100 million which the Sindh government had issued during the last financial year.
Recently, federal and provincial governments have also approved a proposal for establishment of a medical college and hospital at
the KU for which the vice chancellor has also expressed his gratitude to the federal government, especially the governor of Sindh,
who is the chancellor of the university, while President Mamnoon Hussain has also given Rs10 million.
Recently, water meters were also installed at the KU on the directives of the vice chancellor, because of which the KU will be saving
Rs10m per month, the official further maintained.
―I am committed to substantially reducing our expenses and resolve the financial crisis. Fortunately, the results are evidently positive
and satisfying,‖ the vice chancellor said.
Social sciences conference
The faculty of social sciences is going to organise an international conference titled ‗Diversity and Peace: Challenges to Social
Discourse‘ from Nov 7 to 8 on the campus.
According to Dean Prof Dr Ahmed Qadri, the faculty of social sciences aimed at promoting the culture of peace, harmony and
prosperity through intercultural understanding which demanded that we should appreciate the richness and beauty of diversity.
(Dawn 16, 06/11/2017)

SHC extends stay order on school fee increase till Dec 12
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday extended till Dec 12 its interim stay order that restrained private schools from raising their fee
by more than five per cent.
Headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, a two-judge bench was hearing a constitutional petition jointly filed by
parents of children studying in different private institutions against the school managements for
increasing fee by more than five per cent in violation of the rules and regulations.
At the outset of the hearing, the counsel appearing for a private school requested the court to separate the present petitions from
the previous ones.
He requested the court for time submitting that the counsel for other respondent schools also wanted to argue the case.
The bench directed the lawyers from all sides to put forward their arguments in the next hearing.
Meanwhile, the bench extended its order restraining the private schools from raising their fee by more than five per cent as well as
taking coercive action against the students whose parents did not wish to pay exorbitant fee till Dec 12.
The court also directed the education department and respondent private schools to file their respective comments on the matter by
the next date of hearing. The provincial law officer was also put on notice by the court.
The petitioner parents submitted that the school managements could not increase the fee by more than five per cent in an academic
year under the existing rules and regulations. However, they said, some private schools increased the fee by more than 10pc in
violation of the rules.
The petitioners asked the court to direct the authorities concerned to restrain the school managements from increasing the fee by
over five per cent and to follow the rules and regulations.
Conviction set aside
Meanwhile, an appellate bench of the high court set aside the sentence awarded to a worker of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement in a
case pertaining to shoot-out with police and possession of illegal weapons and explosive material.
Appellant Irfan alias Kala was sentenced to a 19-year term by an antiterrorism court.

He was arrested in 2016 in the remit of Pirabad police.
(Dawn 18, 09/11/2017)

Biometric attendance system pushes ghost teachers to seek early ret irement, PA told
Following the introduction of biometric verification system to record attendance of teachers, over 20 per cent of them have applied
for early retirement, claimed Sindh Education Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar.
He was responding to legislators‘ queries during Sindh Assembly‘s Thursday session.
Responding to a question by Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf lawmaker Seema Zia regarding the biometric verification of teachers, the
minister said the system had been introduced in the education department to flush out ghost teachers some time back and had
given good results.
Explaining the system, he said monitoring teams, equipped with biometric equipment, visited the schools unannounced all over the
province, even in remote areas, and checked the presence of teachers.
Mr Dahar said the system was effective and the government had overcome the problem of teachers‘ absence.
The minister added that various steps had been taken like issuance of show-cause notices, warnings, denial of annual increments,
delayed promotions and termination of service to discourage the teachers who remain absent.
Despite being asked repeatedly, the minister did not provide the number of teachers sacked.
Responding to a question by Muttahida Qaumi Movement member Heer Soho about the salary structure of the teachers, the
minister said primary school teachers belonged to BPS-9 and their salaries started from Rs20,000, junior school teachers were in
BPS-14 and their salaries started from Rs25,000; high school teachers were part of BPS-15/6 and their salaries started from
Rs30,000 while subject specialists, who were in BPS-17, had salaries which started from Rs42,000.
A written reply to a question said total number of schools for girls in the province was 6,868, out of which 5,654 were functional while
the rest were not.
He said there were 28,144 other schools in many of which girls were also enrolled.
The minister, while answering MQM legislator Sumeta Syed about Sindh government schools and Karachi Metropolitan Corporation
schools, said total number of schools in the province was 45,447 out of which 593 — 1.3 per cent — were under the KMC as per the
annual census of 2016.
Responding to a query by Pakistan Muslim league-F lawmaker Nusrat Abbasi regarding the low enrolment, Mr Dahar said many of
the schools located close to each other had been merged under a consolidation policy for better administration.
He said 1,025 headmasters, who had been provided additional training, had also been appointed for such schools and one of the
major tasks for these newly-appointed teachers was to increase the enrolment.
About two schools in Dilwaro, Ghotki district, the minister said their buildings had been repaired by the government and they had
been handed over to the Sindh Education Foundation (SEF).
―The Sindh government provided funds on per students‘ basis — Rs750 for primary level and Rs1,000 for secondary level — to the
SEF, which is expected to increase the enrolment,‖ he added.
A written reply to a question said there was no specific policy for acquiring private or public land for development of schools.
(By Bhagwandas Dawn 17, 10/11/2017)

Public school building on the verge of collapse
In Frontier Colony, a small neighbourhood in Karachi, a public school building shows signs of the government‘s negligence. Th e
lives of its students are at stake, while teachers and parents are in great difficulty. Umer Ali Shaheed Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) Government School ST 38, situated in Metroville‘s Frontier Colony in District West, is on the verge of
collapse.
The 12-room school building is a dilapidated structure. The rains have taken their toll and the walls, pillars and roofs of the
premises are cracked. Weakening walls and roof plasters have led to a complete closure of 10 of the 12 rooms in the school.
The roof of the second floor has collapsed and its balcony is no longer in its original position.
The principal of the school, Shahla Aziz, told Express News that there is an ever-present fear of a collapsing wall or roof. She
said that over 130 students are enrolled at the school.
Dilapidated condition: 20 children injured in classroom roof collapse

Commenting on the condition of the building, she said that the structure had weakened so much that broken pieces of roof
plaster have to be cleaned up before school starts every morning. She pleaded to the authorities concerned to take notice of the
building‘s condition and order its overhaul or reconstruction.
Closed for two months
The school was closed down for two months after reports that 10 of the 12 rooms in school‘s premises were ‗not fit for use‘.
However, the school‘s principal reopened the school upon requests from parents. Even though educational activities have
resumed, principal Aziz is of the view that the school building poses serious threat to students.
She and her teachers disapprove of teaching students in such a dangerous building but following the insistence of parents, th e
administration agreed to utilise the remaining two rooms for studies. The students sit on plain sheets laid on the floors of these
rooms.
Why 25 million children are out of school in Pakistan
Two electrical transformers, installed on the ground floor, also pose a risk of fire. The school has notified the authorities
regarding this threat but no action has been taken. ―Who should we turn to for help?‖ the principal lamented.
Domestic staff absent
No watchman or sweepers can be found at the school. A watchman is stationed for night duty but during the day the school‘s
security is ignored. The school‘s hygiene is even worse due to the absence of a sweeper. Teachers get the cleaning done on
their own. Unavailability of water has led to the closure of the school‘s bathrooms, causing great trouble for both students and
teachers.
No response from authorities
The principal of the school has sent numerous applications to the schools director, the assistant district officer, Distric t West
deputy commissioner and other authorities, asking for an overhaul or reconstruction of the school premises, but nothing has
been done.
SSC results: No public school student makes it to top ten
Residents of the neighbourhood told Express News that a number of applications have been sent to schools director and the
assistant district officer in the past year-and-a-half, complaining about the sorry state of the school building but to no action has
been taken.
Parents said that the school is a permanent nightmare for them. ―We are relieved when our children come back from school in
one piece,‖ they said. The parents also mentioned that 45 days have lapsed since they received a response from District West
deputy commissioner. The response, answering the school principal‘s application, ensured them that the building would be
overhauled. However, they say that 45 days later there has been no progress.
When contacted by Express News, District West Deputy Commissioner Asif Jameel, however, said he could not remember the
case off the top of his head. If the principal contacts me again within the next week I will extend my full cooperation to he r, he
vowed, adding that he will also try to get the school adopted by a private organisation, which would take care of its repairs and
maintainence.
(By Vakeel Rao THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 18/11/2017)

31 schoolchildren, three teachers injured as dumper truck hits bus
At least 31 schoolchildren and three teachers sustained injuries when a dumper truck hit a coaster hired by a school for a picnic
party on Northern Bypass on Saturday morning, police and hospital officials said.
The condition of five schoolgirls, including two sisters, was stated to be critical. They were admitted to different hospitals.
The driver of the dumper truck, Amir Baz, was arrested and the vehicle impounded, the Gulshan-i-Maymar police station acting
SHO, Akbar Ali, said.
The SHO said the management of a private school in Surjani Town had hired three coasters for a picnic party. They were on their
way to a water park in Gadap.
When they reached at Abbas Cut on the Northern Bypass, a dumper truck hit one of the coasters in which around 40 students and
teachers were travelling.
It was a head-on collision between the truck and the bus, said the officer.
As a result, around 31 children and three teachers sustained injuries.
They were taken to a nearby private hospital in Gulshan-i-Maymar, the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and the Jinnah Postgraduate
Medical Centre for treatment.
However, 30 wounded persons were discharged after first aid, said the SHO.
Five schoolgirls were admitted for further treatment. One of the girls, eight-year-old Afza, was taken to the JPMC.

―She received wounds on her head and her condition was critical,‖ said Dr Seemin Jamali, executive director of the JPMC.
Four other girl students who were admitted to the Abbasi Hospital were identified as two sisters, Aleeza Nadeem and Sawera
Nadeem, Hufsa Nasir and Uzma Rafiq — all aged between 10 to 12 years.
Their condition was serious, said the police officer.
(Dawn 17, 19/11/2017)

1,027 govt school principals still waiting to be paid
Around 1,027 heads of government schools in Sindh have been running fruitlessly from pillar to post to get their salaries for the
past five months.
Among the head teachers are many who quit their jobs in hopes of becoming principals at government schools. The principals
qualified for their jobs through the Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Suk kur and received their appointment letters after
an orientation session in Karachi on June 1 this year. Now, the future of these young teachers hangs in the balance as the
provincial government has adopted delaying tactics in the release of their monthly s alaries.
―We have approached the authorities concerned but they are indifferent,‖ said a principal. ―I gave up a junior school teachin g job
to take this opportunity to be a headmaster. After a five-month struggle, I am really dejected. It looks like my teaching career
has been stalled,‖ he lamented.
Some headmasters plan to stage a demonstration in front of Chief Minister House and observe hunger strikes in district
headquarters, but they are waiting for a final consensus to be evolved amongst them.
Education officers get tablets to check attendance of teachers
Pakistan Muslim League – Functional lawmaker Nusrat Seher Abbasi has moved an adjournment on this issue in the Sindh
Assembly. ―Everyone was earlier crying to appoint teachers on merit. This has finally been done but sadly the government is
unwilling to release salaries to them,‖ she lamented, adding that many headmistresses in Khairpur, Larkana and Hyderabad
districts were not given charge of schools. ―They did not carry my adjournment motion, but I will again raise this issue in t he next
session,‖ Abbasi vowed.
Alif Ailan, a non-profit organisation working in the field of education in Pakistan, lauded the decision to appoint qualified youth as
head teachers through competitive exams but expressed concern over not their salaries being withheld.
―It is unfortunate. The head teachers‘ due rights are being trampled on,‖ lamented Shahab Siddiqi, Alif Ailaan‘s media head.
―When the discussion should be on the improvement of the quality of education in schools, we are still locked in bureaucratic
struggles to pay salaries on time,‖ he said.
The Primary Teachers‘ Association (PTA) in Sindh has always advocated for the rights of their colleagues by protesting at
various forums but in this case they have knocked on the doors of the judiciary against the appointment of head teachers. PTA
Secretary-General Sikandar Jatoi termed them illegal appointments.
SU teachers defamed by harassment charges
―The provincial government has no authority to directly appoint head teachers in Grade -17,‖ he said, adding that it is the Sindh
Public Service Commission‘s (SPSC) prerogative to conduct the test from Grade-16 onwards.
According to Jatoi, there was some ambiguity in the appointment of the head teachers. ―In the advertisement the education
department announced that they would be hired for a one-year period but now their tenure has increased to three years,‖ he
pointed out, requesting the government to annul the order to appoint the teachers.
Education Secretary Iqbal Durrani, however, claimed on October 21 that the issue of the salaries of the newly-appointed head
teachers would be resolved within 15 days but failed to fulfil his promise.
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Education Minister Jam Mahtab Hussain Dahar said the salaries of the principals are currentl y
being processed. ―We have appointed these teachers following international standards to improve the quality of education,‖ he
explained, adding that these head teachers have been appointed on a contractual basis and every year their contract will be
renewed given their performance.
―After three consecutive years, we will convert them into permanent employees of the education department,‖ he said, adding
that there was no restriction on the appointment on Grade-17 teachers on a contract basis. ―Actually, we have started a school
consolidation programme, merging two to three schools into one. Each head teacher will be incharge of a consolidated school i n
their respective area with full authority to utilise school management committee and other development f unds,‖ Dahar said. ―No
one is a political appointee. We have not given them jobs; they have passed competitive exams conducted by IBA, which is one
of the most reputable institutions,‖ he clarified.

According to the education minister, some people were making an issue out of nothing but they would foil their nefarious designs
by releasing the salaries soon.
(By Hafeez Tunio THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 20/11/2017)

20 teachers arrested after demonstration near Sindh Assembly
At least 15 female and five male teachers were arrested by the police on Thursday after a teachers‘ rally was subjected to a
baton charge near the Sindh Assembly building. The teachers had taken to the streets to protest against
the Sindh government for non-payment of salaries since their appointment in 2012.
―We want our salaries,‖ was the slogan chanted by the angry protesters who held the Sindh government
responsible for their misery, as they had been appointed by the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) government
in 2012. The protesters also set the PPP flag on fire and chanted ‗go Bilawal go‘ and ‗go Zardari go‘ during
the demonstration.
The protest largely comprised female teachers. However, male teachers from various districts of Sindh were also present in th e
procession that assembled outside the Karachi Press Club and marched towards the Sindh Assembly where the assembly
session was in progress.
Students protest against killing of Rohingya Muslims, urge UN intervention
The march was intercepted by the police at the Arts Council intersection before it could reach the Sindh Assembly. The police
charged the protesters with baton and detained 20 of them.
Education minister’s response
Responding to the protest, Education Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar alleged that the appointments made in 2012 were
unlawful. He was speaking at a book fair at NED University of Engineering and Technology.
Dahar‘s comments did not favour his party as the appointments were made in 2012 when Pir Mazharul
Haq was the education minister during the PPP-led government.
Some QAU students continue protest
Many teachers got themselves appointed after paying bribes, Dahar alleged, adding that those who knew nothing about Arabic
language were appointed against posts of Arabic teachers.
Many appointments were made where there was no vacancy, the education minister claimed. Only in Karachi, 11,000 of such
unlawful appointments were made, he added.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 24/11/2017)

Police beat up, detain teachers agitating for regularisation of jobs
Police resorted to baton-charge and took into custody several teachers in an attempt to stop them from marching on Chief Minister
House on Monday. The protesters were agitating for the regularisation of their jobs.
As several hundred teachers arrived at the Karachi Press Club (KPC) and tried to move towards the
CM House, police already deployed on the surrounding roads baton-charged them and used tear gas
and water cannons to disperse them, badly injuring some of them, including a female teacher.
Earlier, authorities concerned invited the teachers for talks at commissioner‘s office, where they failed to
reach an agreement.
SP Saddar Tauqeer Mohammed Naeem told Dawnthat the teachers compelled the police to take action.
―The provincial government has already banned such rallies in red zone,‖ he said.
‗The provincial government has already banned such rallies in red zone‘
The SP added that the police initially tried to disperse them with the help of water cannons.
―But when they attacked policemen with stones and tried to damage their vehicles, the police were forced to baton-charge and tear
gas them. Around 20 to 25 teachers have been detained,‖ he said.
A central leader of the All Sindh Primary Teachers Association, Javed Ahmed, told Dawn that he along with 70 to 80 other teachers
was detained at the Artillery Maidan police station while several of his colleagues were imprisoned at other police stations.
Mr Ahmed said they started the march for the fulfilment of their demands, some of them had already been agreed to by the
provincial authorities but they were not implemented.
The march started from the mausoleum of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai in Bhit Shah on Dec 10 and after passing through various cities
arrived at the KPC on Monday.

The teacher body‘s leader said that two officials from the South district administration approached them for talks, to which they
agreed.
He further said that he along with four other office-bearers held talks with the Karachi commissioner and the special secretary for
education was also present at the meeting.
―We left the commissioner‘s office when we were told that they (the senior officials) were not in a position to fulfil our demands,‖ said
Mr Ahmed.
He said when they were about to reach the KPC, the policemen already deployed there arrested them.
―And as other teachers after failure of talks tried to move towards the CM House, they were subjected to high-handedness,‖ he said.
The teachers‘ leader claimed that a woman teacher, Farzana, fell unconscious because of tear gas while another teacher‘s nose
was damaged during the baton charge.One of the teachers was struck in the head so hard that he was seen bleeding profusely.
Regarding their future line of action, the teacher said they had decided to fast unto death at the KPC.
Some of their demands were about the promotion of teachers to grade 16 and regularisation of services of the teachers working on
contracts and those who have passed NTS tests.
He claimed that the Sindh government had agreed to grant them the 16 scale in 2014 but it was not implemented.
The protesting teachers requested Inspector General of Sindh Police A.D. Khowaja to release their collegues and appealed to the
Chief Justice of Pakistan and the Chief Justice of Sindh High Court to pay special attention to their demands and issue orders for
regularisation of their jobs.
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn 15, 26/11/2017)

Transfer of Islamia College control sparks outrage
After Aisha Bawany College, the government decided to hand over the control of Islamia College to the Islamic Education Trust .
The proposal infuriated a large number of students and staff, who demonstrated their opposition by
blocking MA Jinnah Road on Friday. They chanted slogans and marched from Islamia College to
Peoples Chowrangi. Student protests and sit-ins halted traffic at various points.
The students expressed their concerns, saying that handing over control of the college to a ‗ third party‘
puts their future at stake. ―The college premises are only to be used for educational purposes. We will
not allow any commercial activities on our campus,‖ they warned.
Jamaat-e-Islami leader Muhammad Hussain Mehenti criticised the education department, saying education is the key to
progress for any nation and that the state is obliged to guarantee education of all citizens. ―Sindh‘s education department h as
failed miserably. We will strictly oppose the transfer of the college to an independent party,‖ he said.
Sindh govt seeks contempt proceedings against Aisha Bawany Trust
Mehenti claimed that court orders regarding the transfer of educational institutions to independent parties were unjust.
Responding to a question regarding political conflicts surrounding the issue, he said that despite their conflicts, all polit ical
parties are on the same page as far as education is concerned.
In addition to the protests, principals from different branches of Islamia College held a press conference on Friday. Islamia Law
College Principal Moin Haider Siddiqui said that the pathetic state of the college was due to the negligence of th e government.
―The Sindh government could have filed a petition to obtain a stay order but it didn‘t,‖ he lamented.
He said that the college cannot be evacuated because of a bailiff‘s grant of a write-off position. He acknowledged the students‘
right to protest, but requested them to maintain peace. He mentioned that as per the lease, the college land was regarded as an
educational institution. ―The trustees can take the possession of the premises but they do not have the power to close down t he
college,‖ Siddiqui said.
SHC orders immediate reopening of Karachi’s Aisha Bawany College
Islamia Science College Principal Nadeem Haider claimed that a mafia was responsible for the current deadlock. He said that
the former secretary and minister for education Pir Mazharul Haq and the land mafia were conspiring to sell the premises of
Islamia College. ―The future of 10,000 students enrolled at the college is at stake,‖ he said, appealing to the chief minister and
the prime minister to look into the matter.
Islamia Arts and Science College Principal Ziauddin said that the alumnus of the college include names like Cricketers Shahid
Afridi and Zaheer Abbas. ―Where will we have curricular and extra-curricular activities if the control of college premises is
handed over to the trust?,‖ he questioned. Public works personnel make regular visits but leave due to an administrative
deadlock at the college. ―We are looking forward to the plans of the higher authorities, and hope that they will ensure a bright
future for the students,‖ Ziauddin said.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 26/11/2017)

Pleas against ejectment of Karachi's Islamia College building rejected

The fate of thousands of students hangs in the balance as a sessions court on Tuesday dismissed an appeal of the Sindh education
department against the order of a rent controller pertaining to ejectment of the Islamia College building complex.
The Sindh education and literacy department and the management of the colleges had challenged the order of a senior civil
judge/rent controller on a rent suit for ejection of the Islamia College building complex, which houses Islamia Arts, Science,
Commerce and Law Colleges and around five schools.
On Nov 29, the sessions court issued an interim restraining order against the ejectment and issued notices to the official assignee
for arguments.
After hearing arguments from the lawyers for appellants and official assignee, Additional District and Sessions Judge (East) Kamran
Atta Soomro dismissed the appeal as non-maintainable and restored the order of the rent controller.
Activists appeal to president against eviction
The rent controller‘s ruling/decree came last month on the rent suit filed by the Islamic Education Trust, which owns all buildings and
land comprising the Islamia College campus, for recovery of rent and seeking an ejectment order of the premises.
The appellants had filed their plea and their counsel submitted that the rent controller passed the order for ejection of the appellants
from the premises concerned.
He submitted that nine educational institutions were being run in the same building and the future of thousands of students was at
stake.
He pleaded for a restraining order to bar the rent controller from issuing the writ of possession and to maintain status quo.
The lawyer further submitted that the first rent appeal (FRA) was filed on the dicta laid down by the Supreme Court through a
judgement reported in PLD 1969.
However, the sessions judge said that as per the rent controller‘s order the appellants were not a party in the rent case filed in 2004
and the rent execution. The judge asked the appellants‘ counsel to satisfy the court on the point of maintainability of his clients‘
appeal.
The Islamia College is among Pakistan‘s oldest educational institutions which were nationalised under the martial law regulations in
1972 and since then the Sindh education department has been managing its affairs.
The ground-plus-three-storey Islamia College building complex is situated in Jamshed Quarters and before nationalisation the
colleges and schools that exist within the complex were running under the administration of the Islamic Education Trust.
Mamnoon’s help sought against eviction
The convener of the Islamia College Bachao Committee on Tuesday appealed to the President of Pakistan to save the historic
college from eviction.
Mohammad Mubin, the convener of the committee, said evacuation of the building, as per the court‘s decision, will put the future of
thousands of their students at stake. He said that he was well aware that interfering in the court‘s decision would be committing a
contempt of court but President Mamnoon Hussain, who enjoys immunity in this regard, can step in and save the historic college.
He suggested that a presidential ordinance can bring the matter into the jurisdiction of the federal government by upgrading the
status of the college to university level.
He also informed that the sword of eviction hanging upon their heads was a cause of alarm and insecurity among the students and
their parents.
Among the alumni of the college are famous names of cricketers such as Zaheer Abbas and Shahid Afridi, Olympian Munawar uz
Zaman, political scientists like Hasan Askari Rizvi and politicians like Mustafa Kamal and Nasrullah Shajji.
The three-storey and 192-room Islamia College — established through the efforts of the trust founder M.A. Qureshi and inaugurated
by President Ayub Khan in Aug 1961 — occupies an area of around five acres. On one side of the college lies M.A. Jinnah Road
and on the other side is Jigar Muradabadi Road.
The college comprises 15 departments including faculties of science, law, arts and commerce and modern science laboratories
stocked with latest equipment, a library with over 60,000 books and other facilities.
A meeting of the All India National Congress, also attended by Mahatma Gandhi, was held on the plot site of the college in 1934.
The graves of two prominent religious scholars, Syed Suleman Nadvi and Maulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani, are also situated within
the college complex.
(By Ishaq Tanoli | Shazia Hasan Dawn 17, 06/12/2017)

SHC sets aside govt’s notification, upholds Oct 22 NTS test results
The Sindh High Court on Tuesday upheld the results of the pre-entry test for admission to government-run medical colleges and
universities in the province conducted in October by the National Testing Service (NTS) but later annulled by the provincial
government following allegations of irregularities in the process. The government had decided to re-conduct the tests.
Headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, a two-judge bench gave its judgement on a set of petitions against and for the provincial
government‘s Nov 11 decision and directed the respondent authorities to retain the previous results.
The bench also set aside the operation of the health department‘s notification for constitution of an inquiry committee to probe into
the alleged paper leak.
Around 22,000 candidates had appeared in the test and 144 of them filed petitions in the SHC seeking to uphold the results. Nine
candidates approached the court with plea to order the authorities concerned to hold the test afresh.
The counsel representing the 144 successful candidates submitted that the test was properly conducted, and challenged moves of
setting up of the inquiry committee and other orders issued by the provincial government for annulling the test.
The NTS authorities in their reply submitted in court refuted the allegation of paper leak. They stated that the NTS possessed vast
experience and enjoyed good reputation countrywide in conducting such tests. They insisted that the October test was also held in a
proper manner and should, therefore, be upheld.
The court was informed that the NTS had even conducted such tests for high courts, including that of Sindh, and ensured secrecy
and transparency in the process.
―After the admission test held on October 22, and responding to certain concerns expressed in relation, the NTS on its own initiative
set up an internal inquiry committee for carrying out a thorough investigation but nothing was found illegitimate,‖ the NTS added.
Defending the actions taken by the health department and the decision taken by the chief minister, the Sindh advocate general
submitted in court that the provincial government had full legal and constitutional powers and authority in this regard.
Quashing the notification regarding cancellation of the test results, the court directed the authorities concerned to proceed with the
procedure of admission to the public-sector medical universities and colleges in the MBBS and BDS programmes on the basis of the
NTS test held on Oct 22.
The bench in its order restrained the respondents, all authorities concerned and institutions from acting in any manner contrary to
the above ruling.
The court, however, suspended its own order for 10 days to enable any aggrieved person or party to avail the remedy of appeal
before the apex court.
The constitutional petition against the government‘s decision to conduct a fresh entry test was filed by the Pasban president, Altaf
Shakoor, and a candidate for admission to a medical college.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn 19, 06/12/2017)

FUUAST VC removed
The chancellor of the Federal Urdu University of Art, Science and Technology (FUUAST) removed Prof Dr Zafar Iqbal from the
post of vice-chancellor on Thursday and appointed Dr Altaf Hussain as acting VC.
Dr Hussain, the former VC of the Allama Iqbal Open University, will be serving as acting VC till the
appointment of a permanent candidate.
The deputy chairperson of the varsity‘s senate, Javed Ashraf, confirmed Dr Iqbal‘s removal and the
appointment of Dr Hussain as the acting VC.
A meeting of the varsity senate was held on October 19 and summoned Dr Iqbal for an explanation regarding the allegations
leveled against him but he failed to appear, according to the Ashraf. He added that Dr Iqbal also failed to furnish an explanation
at yet another meeting.
VC promotes 18 senior clerks
Therefore, the senate recommended to the competent authority to give charge of the VC‘s post to Dr Hussain.
Subsequently, the office of the president of Pakistan, who is the varsity‘s chancellor, issued on Thursday a notification on Dr
Iqbal‘s removal.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 08/12/2017)

The Aga Khan’s views on education

His Highness the Aga Khan, the 49th hereditary Imam of Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims, is on a visit to Pakistan. Many Pakistanis
are familiar with the Aga Khan given the large number of social service institutions that bear his name.
These institutions, in fact, represent the Ismaili Imamat‘s long-standing commitment to the betterment of
the people in Pakistan.
The Aga Khan‘s grandfather, Sultan Mahomed Shah Aga Khan III, was the first President of the All India
Muslim League and a vigorous advocate of the Muslim cause during the British Raj. In addition to
supporting the Aligarh Muslim University through fundraising efforts and personal contributions, he
sought to advance mass education for Muslims by establishing a large number of schools, the earliest of
them in Gwadar in 1905.
The present Imam has expanded his grandfather‘s work. The Aga Khan Development Network, established and led by him, has
operations in education, healthcare, tourism and infrastructure development that are well known to Pakistanis. However, many of
us may not be too familiar with how these development endeavours are grounded in the Aga Khan‘s mandate as the Imam.
Aga Khan arrives today
In a 2006 speech, the Aga Khan noted: ―I am fascinated and somewhat frustrated when representatives of the Western world…
try to describe the work of our Aga Khan Development Network… either as philanthropy or entrepreneurship. What is not
understood is that this work is for us a part of our institutional responsibility — it flows from the mandate of the office of Imam to
improve the quality of worldly life for the concerned communities.‖
More broadly, the mandate calls upon the Imam to give practical expression to the ethical directives of Isl am. While this
manifests itself in many aspects of the Aga Khan‘s work, his views on education are particularly salient in today‘s context.
As a society, we are increasingly defining the purpose of education through economic idioms. Education is often viewed as a
pipeline to the workforce and students are seen as either current or future economic actors — consumers, workers or aspiring
entrepreneurs. School curricula are modified to produce workers for the economy. This dominance of economic logics, how ever,
is harmful because it not only narrows the scope of what is taught in schools and universities, but also re -configures the ways in
which we value and engage with one another. If one is not economically productive or does not have the monetary resourc es to
enroll in high profile universities then one‘s human worth is questioned. It is, hence, imperative to excavate counter -discourses
to disrupt this reduction of individuals and social projects to economic metrics.
The Aga Khan‘s framing of education provides one such alternative way of conceptualising the purpose of education. Grounded
in Muslim ethical traditions, it calls for moving beyond economic metrics. Thus, instead of viewing education exclusively as a
path towards accumulation of wealth, the Aga Khan perceives the acquisition, production and transmission of knowledge as a
means through which one endeavours to understand and appreciate Allah‘s creations and strives to make a positive contribution
to one‘s communities and societies.
This does not mean that we must refrain from advancing our material well-being; rather, it means that any accumulation of
wealth must be in keeping with the ethics of Islam. These ethics include generosity, kindness and public welfare. Education t hen
teaches us to understand how our welfare is dependent on others, and how others‘ welfare is in turn dependent on us. Such an
approach to education perhaps would rein in the unbridled greed and individualism we find in society today.
The Aga Khan also sees an important role for education in addressing conflicts, particularly those based on identities. He has
argued that schools have an important role in teaching about pluralism. A critical premise of pluralism is the recognition th at
diversity of gender, ethnicity, and religious interpretation are a fact of existence. We are thus called on to explore how these
differences divide and unite us. In the context of patriarchy, for example, social divisions based on gender mean that men en joy
a privileged position in society, and women suffer when they are deemed less-than-man. A thoughtful engagement with pluralism
would call on us to understand how gender divisions are created and maintained, and work towards mitigating the negative,
oppressive effects of such divisions.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan arrives in Lahore
Teaching about pluralism in schools then entails understanding how human differences shape societies. It is not ab out erasing
differences but figuring out policies, institutions and practices through which we can collectively live in harmony, without giving
up our specificities. Indeed, as the Aga Khan notes, what is required is ―a readiness to work across frontiers o f distinction and
distance without trying to erase them.‖
I believe that the Aga Khan‘s narratives have much to offer us in re-thinking our approach to the meaning of education. We must
not let education become another social project in the service of personal material aggrandisement. It must instead offer us ways
to thoughtfully engage with human differences and work towards creating an egalitarian social order.
Note: This piece is based on an academic article written by the author entitled, Envisioning an alternative to the neoliberalisation
of education in the global South: the Aga Khan’s philosophies of education, published in Discourse: Studies in the Cultural
Politics of Education, 2015.
(By Dr Shenila Khoja-Moolji THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 07, 08/12/2017)

Govt to submit security plan for private schools

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed on Thursday the focal person for the provincial chief secretary to submit a detailed report
outlining what steps had been taken in the light of the court‘s October 2015 order to provide ‗adequate‘
security to private educational institutions facing threats of possible attacks by militants.
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Munib Akhtar, directed the officer to also mention whether such
steps were taken in accordance with the suggestions made by the petitioners.
The court was hearing a petition seeking provision of adequate security to private educational institutes
facing threats similar to the December 2014 attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar where more than 130 students were
killed.
The petition was jointly filed by Advocate Javed Iqbal Burki, a human rights activist, along with the Pakistan Institute of L abour
Education and Research and Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, to charge the relevant authorities with contempt of court.
State-of-the-art school built in Rehri Goth
In its May 25, 2016 order, the SHC had ordered a survey to pinpoint which schools were vulnerable and the provision of
adequate security arrangements by the provincial government. The court had further directed the relevant authorities to submi t a
compliance report within four weeks, which the provincial administration failed to submit after the lapse of the given period.
However, on August 27 last year the education secretary had filed a compliance report on behalf of the chief secretary but th e
report was termed a clear violation, subversion and blatant attempt to undermine the order by the complainant. The court had
expressed its dissatisfaction over the report and ordered the education secretary and others to take practical steps for the
security of Sindh‘s schools.
Educational institutions across the country are facing terror threats and striving to enhance security arrangements after the
Taliban assault on Bacha Khan University in Charsadda District of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
SHC CJ questions steps taken for school buildings’ rehabilitation
On Thursday, a provincial government‘s law officer informed that the focal person, who was summoned on the last date, could
not appear before the court since he was busy before the SHC‘s Sukkur Circuit Bench.
The officer maintained that the education secretary had consulted the private educational institutions and security measures
were being put in place accordingly. ―Security of educational institutions in Sindh is a major matter of concern, therefore, efforts
are under way to address the same,‖ the law officer added, seeking time to allow the focal person to appear in the court.
Allowing request, the bench directed the focal person to submit report on the security measures keeping in view the suggestions
made by the petitioners. The hearing was adjourned indefinitely.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 08/12/2017)

China-cutting: Houses constructed on school ground trouble students
As amenity plots continue to be the target of the land mafia for illegal occupation and construction, the grounds of public schools
are no longer safe. As the government and education department remain oblivious to the conditions of
schools, land grabbers have encroached upon land of schools in Korangi, resorting to China-cutting to sell
it to the general public after illegally building houses and shops.
Four government schools constructed within the same boundary wall in Korangi No 3 have lost their vast
ground to the land mafia. The four schools separately cater to boys and girls of primary and secondary
levels. The schools were already dilapidated and without basic facilities including proper furniture. However, the woes of
students have increased multifold after illegal buildings have been constructed in the ground whose residents have demolished
the boundary wall to ease their commute. With no proper boundary wall, the schools‘ administration and students are worried
about their future. Around 60 to 70 homes have been constructed within the premises of the school.
According to school officials, a few months ago, the boundary wall was constructed by the works and services department but
residents residing in the illegally constructed houses demolished it to pave the way for their movements. Owing to thi s reason,
the department abandoned the construction. The construction of the wall is not possible unless the encroachments are not
removed.
SC orders removal of all encroachments from public parks, plots
As residents and passers-by continue to linger at the schools‘ surroundings, female students are troubled by the lack of privacy
and security. There is no furniture in the classrooms, due to which they have to pursue their education while sitting on the floor.
It is worth mentioning that a year back, the building of the primary school was renovated. However, the school is still witho ut
furniture, forcing students to sit on the floor even in the winter.
The school administration claims that it requested the officers concerned to provide furniture many times but their request w as
never followed up on.
The students revealed that due to the absence of a boundary wall, unauthorised persons, including drug
dealers, have been accessing the school. The residents living on the school land regard the ground as

their own property and their children are often found playing in the school ground making it impossible for the students to e ither
play or go outside during break time.
Land grabbers eyeing Edhi centres in Larkana, other parts of Sindh
The students also claimed that their movements are restricted, as outsiders routinely engage in unethical behavior and address
them with indecent language. The female students have requested the Sindh government and education department to remove
the illegal houses constructed on the school‘s land and erect walls surrounding the school building.
Residents have their say
Hundreds of people have been residing in the illegally constructed homes within the remits of the four schools in Korangi No 3.
These residents claim to have paid millions of rupees to obtain the land. Their houses have utility connections and they are
paying electricity, water and gas bills. Some of them have also opened up shops. Looking at the place today, one feels that t he
schools were wrongfully built in residential areas, not the other way round.
One resident said he has been living in this area for the past 20 years. He claims to have paid hundreds of thousands of rupe es
to buy the plot and that he has all the relevant documents to prove his claim. He revealed that when he
started living here, there were no walls around the school and he did not know that it was not legitimate
land to build a house on.
He admited that after some time he found out that the plot had been illegally carved out from the school‘s
ground. However, he did not abandon the place because he had paid money to buy the land. ―Why was the
legitimacy of the land not brought up when these residents were coming to settle here?‖ he questioned,
adding that at that time no one stopped them or asked them to vacate the area. ―Now, all of a sudden, everyone realises that we
are living on illegal land.‖
Illegal occupation of lakes in Sindh to be stopped
A female resident of the area told Express News that she had come to this place a few years ago. ―This is my only place of livi ng
which I will never vacate,‖ she said. She also maintained it was not the fault of the residents that unauthorised persons wer e
entering the schools. ―The administrations should arrange for their own security and should not blame us for the destroyed wa ll
of the school.‖
Education Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar and the school education secretary were not available for comments despite
several attempts.
(By Saba Naz THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 18/12/2017)

Students forced to give up schooling due to lack of institutions
The provincial government‘s ‗education emergency‘ has failed to have any impact in Sindh‘s coastal areas. School buildings
constructed in Rehri Goth, Chashma Goth and Lath Basti union councils are non-functional as the education
department has yet to hire teachers.
Though the buildings were constructed years ago, no students have set foot inside the institutions due to
non-availability of teachers and staff. The school buildings constructed at a cost of millions of rupees are
now deteriorating due to the government‘s negligence.
The government constructed nearly a dozen secondary and lower secondary school buildings, but failed to hire any staff or
teachers for the schools. Union Council Chashma Goth‘s three school buildings – Laal Abad Secondary School, Chashma Goth
Secondary School and Dawood Usman Secondary School – were constructed almost 10 years ago, while the Bakhtawar
Secondary School in Rehri Goth was built six years ago.
Fishing community expresses concerns over corporate intrusion
Local social activists Younus Khaskheli, Mustafa Gabol, Manzoor Mosani, among many others, told Express News that there
was a school building constructed in Ibrahim Hyderi several years ago to serve as a government degree
college. Unfortunately, its fate was the same as the other school buildings. However, the residents said
that just this past year, the college started classes of arts and commerce, with one principal and three
lecturers.
Residents complained that their children have to travel 12 kilometres to get admitted to a school in Memon
Goth or six kilometres to Korangi‘s Sharafi Goth. This has had an adverse effect on their academics, the
parents told Express News. They said that in the absence of a secondary school in their area, 13 out of 300 students get
admission in ninth grade, while the rest of the students are forced to abandon education, which should be a serious concern f or
the Sindh government.
The local fishermen do not want their colony to be deprived of education and want the institutes to be filled with teachers and
students so their children can also play a part in the betterment of society, as well as lead better lives.
Pakistan releases 68 Indian fishermen, 61 Afghans as ‘goodwill gesture’
Teachers take undue advantage

Government teachers have also set an example of unfair treatment with the residents. Khaskheli mentioned that teachers of
Rehri Goth, Chashma Goth and Lath Basti have shifted three lower secondary schools to their ancestral
lands for their convenience.
The teachers had to come from far flung areas to conduct classes. With the joint efforts, the teachers got
the lower secondary school of Chashma Goth shifted to Dadu Goth, Rehri Goth‘s to Memon Goth and Lath
Basti‘s school to Gulshan-e-Hadeed, which has compounded the education gap in the area.
The residents have demanded the education minister and the chief minister, among other officials, to relocate the schools to
their previous location.
Detained fishermen’s families left to fend for themselves
Drug issue
Due to the lack of schools in these areas, students have become drug users. The residents said that the children sit idle at home
after eighth grade as a result of which they start spending time in the wrong company. They also complained that mo st of the
youngsters inject heroin and consume gutka. The situation is worrisome for the parents.
Negligent government
The government primary school Sachay Dunno Para‘s building in Rehri Goth was sealed eight years ago because of its poor
condition. However, despite all these years, it has not been repaired again. The building, comprising two rooms, has no windows
or doors while the roof has collapsed.
Contract renewal for teachers
Education and Literacy Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, commenting on the absence of school teachers in the government
schools in the slum of fishermen, has said that these schools were being run by the Sindh Education Foundation in cooperation
with private organisations. However, he explained that the contract of these teachers had expired.
He claimed that a new agreement with the teachers will be reached soon, after which these schools will become functional once
again.
(By Vakeel Rao THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 20/12/2017)

Police don’t spare the rod with Sindh’s teachers
Resorting to their tried and tested method of dispersing ‗unruly‘ protesters, the police baton charged and used water cannons
against 1,500 teachers in Karachi on Wednesday for demanding salaries and permanent employment.
The teachers, all of whom had cleared the National Testing Service (NTS) examination, were appointed
on merit as primary, secondary and high school teachers for a three-year tenure. As per their
appointment orders, the contract of these teachers, which ended last month, was renewable but the
government suddenly stopped their salaries and refused to give them permanent orders.
In the rest of Sindh, however, NTS-qualified teachers are still drawing their monthly salaries even though their contract has
ended.
―This discrimination has compelled Karachi-based teachers to come out on the roads,‖ lamented a female teacher.
The teachers, most of whom were women, marched from MA Jinnah Road towards the Sindh Assembly and were intercepted by
a large number of policemen near the Sindh Secretariat where they were beaten up. After the tussle,
around 200 teachers were also taken into custody. Later, the arrested teachers were released on the
directives of the education minister, who ordered the renewal of their six-month contract and issuance of
permanent orders after proper evaluation.
―A total of 15,000 teachers were inducted purely on merit in 2014 in Sindh, of which only 1,500 belong to
Karachi. Instead of renewing the orders, the education department stopped the salaries of 700 teachers
in Karachi,‖ said Mohammad Aslam, a junior school teacher who was among those leading the protest. ―Everyone from the chief
minister to the education minister are lauding the performance of NTS teachers but no one heeds us when we demand our
rights,‖ he said, adding that except Karachi, teachers working in other districts of Sindh draw their salaries on time.
Officials in the education department said 80% of the 1,500 protesting teachers in Karachi are female, most of whom were
beaten up by policemen and dragged into the police mobiles. Zahida Parveen holds a master‘s in sociology from Karachi
University and is an NTS-qualified high school teacher. ―In the three-year contract, the first year was our probationary period.
Everyone was happy with our performance,‖ she explained. ―Many of them secured competitive awards distributed by Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah. We were told we would be given permanent orders, but now they have stopped
our salaries,‖ she lamented, adding that junior school teachers posted in Karachi get Rs25,000 salary
while teachers of the same cadre in the rest of Sindh get Rs28,000. ―After getting permanent orders, the
government will also give us teaching and other allowances, which are now denied to us,‖ she explained.
Another teacher who teaches at a primary school in Korangi challenged the government to have its

permanent teacher compete with them. ―Thousands of ghost teachers who even can‘t write or read a single sentence get a
monthly salary and allowance, but the education department is denying it to us,‖ he said. ―In employment orders, two different
employment codes are allotted to NTS teachers in Karachi and other districts. The teachers inducted in Karachi are given a
0039 code, which is temporary employment for a specific period, and our colleagues who also passed the NTS test and are
working outside Karachi are given 0001 code, which is allotted to permanent employees,‖ he explained, adding that contractual
teachers appointed through the Institute of Business Administration test have already been given permanent orders, so the
government must follow through on it.
K-P regularises services of 40,000 schoolteachers
Opposition parties in the Sindh Assembly condemned the incident and vowed to take up the issue in the upcoming assembly
session. ―For the first time teachers were appointed on merit but unfortunately, the government has treated them bad ly,‖ said
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA Khurrum Sher Zaman, adding that he will move a motion in the assembly on the issue.
Despite their violent clash with the police, many teachers refused to budge, and it was only until the South deputy commissio ner
arrived at the scene with assurances to resolve their issues that the teachers finally dispersed. The DC told the protesting
teachers that a summary for their permanent appointments had been forwarded to the CM. ―I have spoken to the higher
authorities in the Sindh government. The summary has been moved to the chief minister and all 15,000 NTS -qualified teachers
will be issued permanent orders,‖ he said.
Education Minister Jam Mahtab Hussain Dahar, however, has ordered the education secretary to extend the protesting teachers‘
tenure by six months and only permanently appoint those teachers who can pass the evaluations.
This was the police‘s second clash with teachers in a single month and its third with protesters. Law enforcers recently thra shed
protesting teachers who were appointed during the last Pakistan Peoples Party tenure and whose appointments are now being
termed fake. Last Sunday, the police used water cannons, batons and teargas against protesting sugar cane farmers who
wanted to hold a demonstration outside Bilawal House in Clifton.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 21/12/2017)

Protocol officer of former FUUAST VC, son arrested
The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in Lahore arrested the protocol director of former Federal Urdu University of Arts,
Science and Technology (Fuuast) vice-chancellor (VC) Dr Zafar Iqbal, Ghulam Bashir Bughio and his son Shamim Ahmad
Bughio for their alleged involvement in the establishment of illegal sub-campuses.
The suspects were arrested from Karachi on Thursday and presented before an accountability court in Lahore. The court sent
them on judicial remand till January 3.
Another accused Naeem Amjad had claimed in his statement to NAB that an amount of Rs2.5 million had been credited to
Ghulam‘s account for facilitating the establishment of the illegal campuses of Fuuast. Amjad had alleged Rs5 mi llion was also
credited to the account of Shamim who was a running a business, Shahid Wood and Steel, as a proprietor.
NAB reference: Accountability court adjourns hearing due to absence of Sharif’s counsel
An investigation officer (IO) of NAB told The Express Tribune that Ghulam was the front man of former VC Dr Iqbal who is also
an accused in the case.
Sharing background of the case the IO said Dr Iqbal while serving as Fuuast VC had allowed to open an illegal sub -campus of
the varsity in Lahore in 2013 to be managed by Amjad, owner and principal of Allama Iqbal College of Commerce. The new
campus was also not approved from the syndicate and senate of Fuuast and a no-objection-certificate was also not obtained
from the Higher Education Commission.
According to the IO, the federal ministry held Dr Iqbal responsible for willfully breaching the applicable l aw and abusing the
public trust in a report submitted before the Lahore High Court. The IO also informed that former registrar Fahimuddin was al so
involved in the crime as he issued permission for the illegal campus.
Panamagate references: Accountability court submits progress report
Warrants for Ghulam and Shamim were issued by the NAB chairperson on September 27.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 22/12/2017)

KU students take slum children off the streets and into the classroom
Committed to spreading their knowledge, second-year students from Karachi University‘s law department have set up a
makeshift school in a slum opposite the varsity‘s Silver Jubilee Gate. The school is named after Junaid Jamshed, the late singer
turned businessman. The school has a cottage-like feel, even in the absence of adequate infrastructure. The walls bear framed
pictures of Jamshed alongside Quaid-i-Azam.
The students comprise underprivileged children ranging from scavengers and roadside beggars to small wage earners, car
washers and peddlers selling tissue packets or stationary.

School administrator Danyal told Express News that the school established under the umbrella of ‗Be the Change: Save a Life
Welfare Association‘, which was originally founded by three students but now has five members on board. The platform is both
supported and run by these students. The foundation stone of the Street Children School Shaheed Junaid Jamshed Campus
was laid on August 14, 2017 and educational activities began this Wednesday.
I want every Pakistani child in school: Bilawal
―All the school staff and teachers are volunteers,‖ Danyal explained. ―In the beginning, 70 children were enrolled but some left
due to personal reasons. However, some children of the first batch have also brought their siblings to
the school,‖ he said.
―In addition to education, we also focus on the upbringing of the children so that they are able to
develop into productive members of society. We educate them not to be burdened by feelings of
despondence and deprivation.‖
Danyal also said that their NGO has recently been registered by the government of Sindh. ―We study
during the day and work in the evening,‖ he said, adding that each member of the group donates a certain portion of their
income towards the school‘s expenses. They are also supported by contributions in the form of books, copies, pencils and other
stationary from friends and family.
Neha Nadeem, the admin officer and a teacher at the school, said the reception they receive from the children is wonderful. ― On
her first day, a little girl asked us to teach her to the point where she is able to gain admission in the same university as her
teachers,‖ she related. ―In order to further the students‘ interest and motivation, we also hold activities such as painting and
poetry,‖ she explained.
Newly-constructed school building in Rehri Goth inaugurated
The founders are interested in opening similar schools in other slum areas of Karachi. ―We will name them af ter honorable
personalities like Abdul Sattar Edhi and Amjad Sabri,‖ they said.
The school is small – it has a basic sofa set and a pair of bulbs providing light. But for the
underprivileged children doomed to beg in front of KU‘s Silver Jubilee Gate, the place is a Godsend,
even without desks and chairs. ―We are happy that our hands will hold pens instead of begging bowls,‖
said some of the schoolchildren.
More than providing basic education, the street school has given children hope and dreams. Many now
envision themselves as future teachers, doctors and engineers.
One of these hopeful students, Hina, said that she wants to open her own school once she finishes her studies. ―I want to
educate girls who are deprived of education,‖ she explained.
Taimoor Junaid, Jamshed‘s eldest son, lauded the efforts of the KU students during the inauguration ceremony. ―The
establishment of the Street Children School is really commendable; educating underprivileged children is
extremely necessary,‖ he said. ―My father, after whom the school has been named, often gave sermons
at the University of Karachi. We must support children who are deprived [of education],‖ said Taimoor.
The mother of three students of the school – Ali, Asad and Yasmeen – told Express News that they have
been residing in the slum for years. ―I wanted education for my children even though we have been living
hand to mouth,‖ she said. ―I want my children to be respected in society.‖
Expressing her satisfaction with the amount of attention being given to her children, she said that the slum residents never used
to take education of their children seriously until the establishment of this school. ―Many children escape studies by seeing that
their parents don‘t care about it,‖ she lamented. ―But I accompany my children to school every day. I regret that I could not get
educated myself but this school is a ray of hope for my children,‖ she said.
(By Saba Naz THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 15, 28/12/2017)

Chief secretary to file reply on dual education standards in Sindh
The Sindh High Court (SHC) sought on Thursday detailed replies from the provincial chief secretary, education secretary and
others on a petition seeking an end to dual standards of education in the province.
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, directed them to submit their replies by January 12.
Meanwhile, the bench also asked Advocate Nadeem Sheikh to argue on the maintainability of the petition filed by his client.
Two civil rights campaigners, Alamgir Khan of #FixIt and Atam Parkash of the Justice Helpline Trust, had taken the provincial
chief secretary, secretaries of the education and finance departments and member of the education sector planning and
development board to court over poor standards of education in the province.
The petitioners told the court that there were not enough middle and high schools in the province to provide necessary educat ion
to children.

Citing a survey report, the petitioners said around 6,000 government schools were not functioning while there were more than
40,000 ghost teachers and non-teaching staff across the province.
Newly-constructed school building in Rehri Goth inaugurated
The petitioners‘ lawyer, Shaikh, argued it had been observed that political influence was the main factor behind the decline in the
education standard in Sindh. This is evident with past experience when the provincial governme nt asked the government
teachers for biometric verification to confirm their employment but the whole procedure was sabotaged by corrupt teachers and
politicians, he alleged.
Sheikh recalled that the provincial assembly had passed the Sindh Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Bill in
February 2013 to provide free-of-cost education to every child. ―Clause 3(1) of the said Act clearly mentions that every child of
the age of five to 16 years regardless of sex and race shall have a fundamental right to free and compulsory education in a
school,‖ he argued referring to the law.
The judges were informed that according to a survey conducted by the Sindh education department, 77% of schools were in
unsatisfactory conditions and almost 50% do not have basic facilities of safe drinking water.
The petitioners maintained that the Sindh government claimed to promote education in the province under its ‗education
emergency‘ plan but no improvement had been observed in the education sector and the conditions had in fact become worse.
Students demand school repairs
They said that in Pakistan the double standard of education had been introduced, as one system prevailing th roughout the
country was related to public sector and the other one was an outcome of private investors.
The petitioners asked the court to order the constitution of a joint investigation team consisting of members from all invest igation
authorities, including the Pakistan Army, and direct them to investigate the matter impartially and honestly.
Education in the province has been a hotly debated issue this year, with Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah declaring an ‗educatio n
emergency‘ across Sindh. Reports have poured in of schools without basic infrastructure or facilities.
A recently published report of Alif Ailaan, a non-profit organisation working for educational reforms, has revealed the poor state
of facilities and standards of learning in Sindh.
As many as 155 districts of Punjab, Sindh, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan, FATA and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir have been listed in the ranking. The report‘s infrastructure parameters include electricity, water, toilets ,
boundary walls and building conditions while the education scores comprise learning, retention and gender parity.
Regrettably, not a single district of Sindh is placed among the top 60 on the count of primary schools‘ infrastructure. With a 77.5
score, Karachi‘s District East is ranked at 61st place and happens to be on the top in Sindh. But even in that district are around
three dozen schools without walls. In the category of middle schools, District South is ranked at 57.
Paying girls to go to school
Districts South and Central follow at 63rd and 64th place while Larkana is at 65th. In Sindh‘s second largest city, Hyderabad ,
around 150 primary and middle schools are without boundary walls, based on comparison of Alif Ailaan‘s district ranking and
data of the Sindh Education Management Information System. The district is ranked at 68 in the primary segment and 62 in the
middle.
Sujawal, which finds itself among the lowest ranks at 143 and 148 in the primary and middle categories, has an estimated 1,000
schools which do not have surrounding walls. Likewise, among more than 4,000 government schools in Tharparkar, another
district of Sindh at 112 and 128 place, 57% primary and 30% middle schools are without walls.
Similarly, 57% primary and 26% middle schools out of 1,500 in Thatta district and 60% primary and 31% middle schools out of
1496 in Kashmore district also lack the compound walls. Up to 54% primary and 32% middle schools in Mirpurkhas and
Jacobabad, 52% and 36% in Badin, 44% and 40% in Umerkot and 40% and 20% in Tando Mohammad Khan do not have walls.
There are more than 9,800 government schools in these five districts which rank from 91 to 131 in the report. The situation i n
Dadu, Ghotki, Sanghar, Benazirabad, Khairpur and other districts vis-a-vis the walls does not appear better.
The boundary walls, besides being one of the security prerequisites, also help improve attendance and enrollment. The parents
of female students feel particularly concerned about sending their daughters to such schools.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 13, 29/12/2017)

Civil society censures govt for banning NGOs
Civil society organisations from across Sindh have expressed concern over the government notification asking 21 int ernational
non-governmental organisations (INGOs) to close down their operations because they could not be regularised under the new
policy.
Civil society members were speaking at a consultation titled ‗Intimidations to Civil Society in Pakistan and Way F orward to
Tackle the Issue‘, organised by the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research (Piler) on Thursday.

―We express solidarity with the INGOs and fear this step would create a bad name for Pakistan at international forums,‖ read a
resolution passed on the occasion.
The gathering resolved to challenge the government‘s policy for the regularisation of INGOs and local non -governmental
organisations in superior courts as such a policy was a violation of the fundamental rights of association and freedom of
expression.
Civil society prepares ‘Charter for Police Reforms’
The meeting underlined the need for unity among all the civil society organisations and building links with all the sections of
society including political parties and legislators. It was decided that political parties, which were currently in the proce ss of
preparing their election manifestos, would be asked to clarify their policy towards civil society organisations.
Piler Executive Director Karamat Ali said on the occasion that freedom of association and expression were important rights an d
a compromise on these rights would be tantamount to enter again into the era of slavery. ―We have to tell the bureaucracy that
[bureaucrats] are public servants, not rulers.‖
Ali added that imposing ban on INGOs was a clear violation of the fundamental right of association. Martial law regimes
compromised on fundamental rights, he maintained, adding that Quaid-i-Azam who was the president of All India Postal Staff
Union in 1926 had struggled for the passage of India Trade Union Act, 1926 in the Imperial Legislative Assembly, however,
military dictator Ayub Khan abolished that law usurping the right of association.
In 1947, about 209 trade unions were registered and their membership exceeded 500,000 and over all participation of workers i n
trade unions was 25%. However, today, only 1% workers are registered under trade unions, Ali said.
Civil society activists demand release of missing colleague
Sharing the background of the issue, the Piler executive director said the federal interior ministry had written a letter to INGOs
asking them to close down their operations within 60 days. The committee which heard the appeals of the affected INGOs did
not undo the order, Ali informed the gathering, adding that the closure of INGOs was ordered without any legal reason.
Making a presentation, Piler member Zulfiqar Shah said many prominent INGOs, including Action Aid, Trocaire and Open
Society Foundation which were working in Pakistan for many years, had been asked to close down their operations. The entire
process of the regularisation of INGOs was vague, he said, adding that it seemed many INGOs were arbitrarily denied to work.
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum Chairperson Muhammad Ali Shah said only rights based and advocacy based organisations like
Action Aid were targeted by the government.
We live in a controlled democracy where media and civil society do not enjoy complete freedom, said Punhal Sariyo of Sindh
Hari Porhiat Council.
Minorities part of Pakistani society
Rights activist Iqbal Detho said the affected INGOs could seek many international forums which dealt with the violation of
fundamental rights.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 14, 29/12/2017)

Lyari ki unkahi kahani launched
Lyari‘s chronicler Ramazan Baloch insisted that his book was not about Lyari‘s history but it was his autobiography and everyone
else he was flanked by with agreed with Maya Angelou‘s famous quote: ―There is no greater agony than
bearing an untold story inside you.‖
―It is not a history book, I insist. It carries reflections of my life, it is my autobiography, one of the galaxy of
stories of Lyari,‖ said Baloch on the launch of his book Lyari ki unkahi kahani [Untold story of Lyari] at the Arts
Council of Pakistan, Karachi.
When the author utters those words it proved, subsequently acknowledged by others, how an individual
defined the story of a society when he penned one his own.
The event attracted an impressive audience, from Lyari and elsewhere from the city, a number of whom could
not find a chair on the terrace and kept standing listening to speeches, most of them long and arduous.
Mr Baloch said he had penned what he witnessed — as an observer or played a part himself — ordinary and historic events alike —
in Lyari. This place was once an epitome of exemplary harmony and then turned deadly and infamously called as ‗Columbia of
Karachi‘; the media unfortunately chose to portray Lyari‘s negativity and that has stuck to that to date, he said.
―I am leaving many topics untouched; Lyari‘s story will remain incomplete so that others — young and energetic people — could
make it complete,‖ he said.

Dr Jabbar Khattak, owner of Daily Awami Awaz, said in his keynote address that Lyari was made a hell by design. It was secular,
thus sectarianism was instilled; it was a settlement of hardworking people with surprising amount of political acumen, thus, its youth
was made criminal.
―It is high time for someone to write down a book to tell us about Lyari‘s unseen story. The real characters behind all the bad things
smearing Lyari should be unveiled.‖
Dr Riaz Shaikh of the Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology said the book could be called as Karachi‘s
political history. He said Lyari was a victim of neglect. When the rest of Karachi was developing it was kept poor and impoverished.
―The British did that and the same approach has been adopted by friends and foes alike with Lyari. The people of Lyari resisted the
plan to uproot them from the area in 1962 and it was six years before the famous Rebel Cities movement in the West,‖ said Dr
Shaikh.
Dr Ayoub Shaikh said Mr Baloch had chronicled all characteristics of Lyari in his books.
He said the media kept depicting Lyari‘s negative image while its good deeds and feats were not being publicised.
Gul Hasan Kalmati, who has extensively written on Karachi‘s history, said Sindh Sabha was the first social organisation in the
province, which was established in Lyari‘s Khadda area in 1882. He said Baloch League which was founded in 1929 should be the
first political party of its kind in the history of Baloch politics. He said Lyari‘s infamous Cheel Chowk was originally named after
Abraham Robin, a chairman of the Karachi municipality belonging to the Jew community, it was renamed as Maulvi Usman Chowk
and then an eagle of poet Iqbal was erected when Naimatullah Khan was the mayor. However, because of the bird‘s resemblance to
kite and not eagle, it was called as Cheel Chowk.
Prof Tauseef Ahmed Khan said the book revealed how social organisations were established a century ago in Lyari when it was not
seen elsewhere in British India.
Prof Sahar Ansari said Lyari has positively contributed many good things in Karachi, top of which was its role on political and cultural
fronts.
Journalist Mazhar Abbas said Lyari was punished for being politically conscious and leading movements for democracy.
Sadia Baloch said the author should have depicted the women characters in his book in more elaborate manner.
Ahmed Iqbal, owner of Vsh TV said people of Lyari owned their area with pride.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 18, 29/12/2017)

Cabinet approves regularisation of NTS teachers
The Sindh cabinet on Saturday decided to approve through an assembly act regularisation of contract teachers who had passed the
National Testing Service (NTS) test.
Simultaneously, the cabinet decided that a comprehensive education reforms bill would be presented in the assembly for
improvement of overall education system in the public sector.
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said the NTS-passed contractual teachers and the contract teachers of the University of
Sindh were around 2,100. He added that under the recruitment rules, teachers would have to pass a test for regularisation.
The chief minister directed the chief secretary to prepare a comprehensive education draft bill in which reforms in the entire
education system, including textbooks, educational environment in schools, capacity building of teachers, trainings, performancebased incentives in the shape of increments and promotions, in-service trainings and refresher courses and establishment of high
standard teachers training academy on public-private partnership mode, etc, would be included.
The cabinet members said MQM-London chief Altaf Hussain ‗has been involved in anti-state activities‘, thus, no building,
playground, etc, should be named after him and such existing establishments be renamed forthwith. A list of such buildings was
decided to be prepared.
The Sindh Welfare and Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act-2017 was presented in the cabinet meeting.
The chief minister said animals had inalienable right to live in an environment which was free from abuse.
wildlife secretary Asif Hyder Shah said the proposed law would also made it illegal to cruelly beat, kick, ill-treat, override, overload,
torture, infuriate or terrify any animal.
The cabinet approved the concept of the law and appreciated the efforts and formed a committee under local government minister
as chairman to go through the draft and frame rules to get it passed in the assembly in the next session.
Merger of banks

About the merger of Summit Bank and Sindh Bank, the CM said Sindh Bank was established in 2011 by establishing its first branch
in Naudero in which former president Asif Zaradri‘s was the first inaugural account. The bank established 300 branches within its
first three years. He said the merger would boost Sindh Bank‘s business.
The meeting participants were told the board of Sindh Bank Ltd had already approved the merger of Sindh Bank Ltd with Summit
Bank Ltd for which a swap ratio of 1:4.17 was determined — one ordinary share of Sindh Bank was approved to be issued for every
4.17 ordinary shares of Summit Bank.
Sindh Bank would have majority representation on the board of directors and dominant shareholding would continue to be held with
the Sindh government.
Sindh Bank, as the surviving entity, would apply for the combined shares to be listed on the Pakistan Stock Exchange through
technical listing. The cabinet approved the merger.
Treatment plants
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah ordered the installation of 28 sewage treatment plants to treat industrial waste in nine
districts of the province where untreated water was released into water bodies.
The meeting participants were told that the population of 21 districts, except Karachi, was 29,111,723, including 9,624,674 urban,
which generated 100.454 million gallons per day [MGD] municipal, industrial and hospital sewage/waste and discharging it from 755
points into sources of clean water.
The districts where treatment plants would be installed for treating industrial waste included Sukkur, Jamshoro, Hyderabad,
Benazirabad, Thatta, and Sujawal.
The meeting participants were told that the schemes for drainage and sewage treatment plants had been prepared. They would cost
around Rs9,612.139 million to treat sewage water before releasing it into water bodies.
The chief minister approved installation of 28 sewage treatment plants to treat industrial waste in nine districts.
Regarding the Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan (S-III), the chairman of planning and development said it was Rs36.117 billion
scheme to treat 460MGD waste water.
The chief minister said the water requirement for Karachi was 802.6MGD while the exiting supply was 650MGD. He added the
existing sewage being discharged from the provincial capital was 460MGD which included 363MGD municipal, three MGD hospital
and 94MGD industrial waste.
Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro said Treatment Plant (TP-1) Haroonabad with a capacity of 100MGD was being
constructed with Rs5bn, TP-3 Mauripur was being upgraded with Rs3bn to treat 100MGD and the new TP-3 Mauripur was being
established with the estimated cost of Rs13.018bn to treat 80MGD.
Mr Shah asked the MD of water board to start preparation for establishing a 100 megawatt power plant which should be completed
within next two years.
Meanwhile, Mr Shah asked the KWSB chief to start negotiations with the relevant quarters for acquiring a rental power plant so that
K-IV phase-II project could begin in 2019.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 31/12/2017)

