Education

URC

NEWSCLIPPINGS
JULY TO DECEMBER 2019

EDUCATION

Urban Resource Centre
nd

A-2, 2 floor, Westland Trade Centre, Block 7&8, C-5, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi.
Tel: 021-4559317, Fax: 021-4387692, Email: urc@cyber.net.pk, Website: www.urckarachi.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/URCKHI Twitter: https://twitter.com/urc_karachi

Page 1

Education

URC

Girls clinch top three positions in SSC (General Group) exam
Girls bagged all the top positions as the Board of Secondary Education Karachi (BSEK) announced the results of SSC Part II annual
regular and private examination in General Group on Monday.
BSEK chairman Prof Dr Saeeduddin said that his board staff worked day and night to be able to announce the results within the
deadline given to them by the steering committee earlier. ―And this we did taking special care,‖ he said.
According to the results, among the regular candidates Rabeea Shoaib Kasbati of Al Badar Girls Higher Secondary School stood
first with 90.3 per cent marks (768/850 marks), Afra Abid Razzak of Iqra Huffaz Girls Secondary School second with 90.2pc marks
(767) and Taiba Mohammad Ali also of Al Badar Girls Higher Secondary School was third with 89.4pc marks (760).
One mark difference sets two toppers apart
There were 14,128 candidates who had initially registered for the exams of whom 13,282 actually appeared for them. Of these
3,755 were boys and 10,373 girls. Some 8,871 passed with 66.79pc success rate. Some 210 passed with an ‗A One‘ grade, 1,041
got ‗A‘ grade, 2,086 got ‗B‘ grade, 3,185 got ‗C‘ grade, 2,165 got ‗D‘ grade and 184 got ‗E‘ grade.
Similarly, among the private candidates, some 8,930 registered while 7,186 appeared for the exams. Of these 6,780 were boys and
2,150 girls. Some 4,286 candidates passed with a 59.65 percentage. Some 15 passed with a ‗A One grade‘, 151 got ‗A‘ grade, 784
got ‗B‘ grade, 1,661 got ‗C‘ grade, 1,299 got ‗D‘ grade and 108 got ‗E‘ grade.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 02/07/2019)

Aspiring teachers fail to make the cut despite lowering of cut-off to 50%
The harrowing standards of education in Sindh further slumped as a large fraction of candidates failed to make the cut in the
junior-level teacher‘s test, conducted by the Sukkur Institute of Business Administration, despite the lowering of cut -off
percentage from 60% to 50%. As a result, making appointments on all 6,000 vacancies for junior elementary school teachers
(JEST) and 1,190 vacancies for early childhood teachers (ECT) remains a tall order for the government.
Aptitude tests for the appointment of JESTs and ECTs were conducted between November 11 and 28 last year. A total of 36,797
candidates appeared in the test for JESTs and only 1,950 managed to pass it. Similarly, of the 16,098 candidates who appeared
in the test for ECTs, only 287 were able to clear the exam.
With just a small percentage of candidates meeting the cut-off, appointments on only 32% of the vacant post for JESTs could
have been made. However, as nearly 400 candidates appeared in tests for both, JESTs and ECTs, after the selection of some of
them on the post for ECTs, this percentage would have reduced further to approximately 25%. In case of the appointments of
ECTs, only 24% of the 1,190 vacancies could have been filled.
In light of this assessment, the provincial education minister had sent a summary to Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah ,
requesting that the cut-off for the aptitude test be reduced from 60% to 50% or else the schools would remain non-functional due
to the shortage of teachers. Hence, the results were reassessed on the basis of the reduced cut -off.
After the reassessment, appointments are now made possible on 57% of the posts for JESTs and 75% of the posts for ECTs.
While reducing the cut-off did lead to the appointment of a greater number of teachers, many posts of junior teachers are still
lying vacant.
Conditional appointments
Meanwhile, Sindh Education Minister Sardar Shah announced that conditional offer letters for successful candidates would be
issued soon. He ordered the district education officers and directors to issue offer letters to candidates who met the 50% cu t-off
in the aptitude test and questioned them on reasons for the delay in the appointments of teachers.
Responding to Shah‘s enquiry, district education officers informed him that the degrees of selected candidates were yet to be
verified by the relevant universities. They maintained that appointments could be confirmed onl y after the degrees are verified
and returned by the universities.
However, Shah said that the completion of the verification process would take too long and asked the officials to make
appointments on posts of JESTs and ECTs without any further delay.
The teachers should be issued offer letters, subject to verification by the relevant universities, he said, adding that the le tters
should include a clause stating that the appointment is conditional to verification of degrees and certificates by the univer sities.
Shah further said, in case an individual‘s degree or domicile is not verified, his or her offer letter would be invalidated. The
education minister also clarified that the appointed individuals would be posted in union councils and divisions, as d ecided by
the education department.
He also made it clear that candidates, who obtained more than 50% marks in the aptitude test, held in November 2019, would be
appointed on posts laid vacant as a result of resignation, death or retirement of the former employees, after 2018.
(By Saba Naz The Express Tribune, 04, 03/07/2019)
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Public schools can never replace private schools: education minister
Sindh Education Minister Sardar Shah admitted on Thursday that government schools can never replace private schools. He said
that 100,000 of the 143,000 teachers in Sindh do not belong to science group and therefore cannot teach Mathematics and Science.
While the teachers appointed are highly educated and passed the test at Sukkur Institute of Business Administration, the problems
are still present in government schools. He added, however, that the public should support the government.
He expressed these views at a seminar organised by Sindh Education and Literacy Department on Sindh Enrolment Drive 2019 at
Government Girls High School Mir Ayub in Lyari.
Shah said that private schools cannot sell stationery or course books at their institutes and if any complaints are received in this
regard, strict action would be taken against the schools. The director of private schools has been given instructions in this regard, he
added.
―We have started this enrolment campaign from our house, in Umerkot,‖ said Shah, adding that they had stopped second at Lyari.
―We consider every student studying in the schools of Lyari as our child‖.
―Officials and teachers of the education department have to own this system,‖ said the minister, adding that since influential people
made interventions in the appointments and transfers of teachers, the standard of schools dropped.
Clarifying that rumours of his resignation were false, he said his daughter still studies in a government school because of which he
isn‘t burdened by expenses. According to the opposition, teachers that don‘t know how to teach should not be part of the system,
said Shah. Addressing the criticism, he said that the opposition should provide a strategy to effectively deal with this issue.
The minister said that parents want to send their children to schools that have air conditioning. ―We are not against private schools,‖
said Shah, adding that they would begin monitoring the standards of these schools in the next phase. ―A school cannot be
established
in a flat comprising three rooms‖.
Education Secretary Shahid Pervaiz said that the teachers will be present in all schools from July 15. ―It‘s our responsibility to take
parents into confidence about our ability to provide quality education to their children,‖ said Pervaiz, adding that they will work on
improving the infrastructure.
Parents should get their children admitted in government schools and if they don‘t find them up to par, they should demand an
explanation for it. ―Our salaries are paid from the taxpayers‘ money and it is our responsibility to provide quality education,‖ he said.
He added that one of the reasons girls don‘t go to schools is the lack of infrastructure, especially washrooms.
He said that Sindh government had increased the budget for education and health and therefore it is important that the departments
deliver on the government‘s expectations. ―We won‘t tolerate any incompetent teacher in our system and will recognise and award
good teachers‖.
Pakistan Peoples Party General Secretary Javed Nagori said that along with educating the students, it is also important to groom
them. The students should know how to behave with elders, the poor and children.
Earlier, an awareness walk was organised which began from Lyari‘s Government DCTO High School and ended at Government
Girls High School Mir Ayub. A large number of teachers and students participated in the walk, in which the participants held placards
promoting admission in government schools.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 05/07/2019)

Govt teachers protest sacking of 900 contractual head teachers in Hyderabad
Government schools‘ teachers took to protest in Hyderabad on Sunday decrying the planned closure of higher secondary
schools and sacking of the over 900 contractual head teachers on the expiry of their contract. The protesting head teachers
deplored the Sindh government‘s July 4 notification under which their contract has been extende d by one year with the
announcement of no further extension upon completion of that period.
―…is hereby extended by one year to be computed in each individual‘s case from the date of expiry of his or her present
contract. No further extension shall be given,‖ reads the notification issued by Education Secretary Qazi Shahid Pervez on July
4.
Head teachers, Shahzad Shahmeer Chandio, Aamir Ali Bughio, Ali Raza Larik and others who spoke during the protest said that
they were appointed two years ago after qualifying IBA Sukkur University‘s recruitment test.
The contractual vacancies, equal of BPS-17, were advertised in 2015. They said they had been expecting that they would be
regularised upon the completion of two or three years of service. ―On the contrary, the education secretary has announced that
the vacancies created after the completion of the one-year extension will be filled through the Sindh Public Service Commissionconducted recruitment exam,‖ bemoaned Chandio.
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There are a total of 957 headmasters and headmistresses who were appointed through the IBA test. However, these
appointments drew backlash from Government School Teachers Association which contended that the opportunity of being
promoted to head teacher was being denied to senior government teachers through these appointments.
The protesting head teachers, who were joined by civil society representatives said their performance during the next year wi ll
remain below par as the sword of being sacked will keep dangling over their heads.
They appealed to Pakistan Peoples Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and
Sindh Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah to review the decision and regularise their services.
Closure of schools
In a separate protest outside Hyderabad Press Club, senior government teachers opposed the closure of higher secondary
schools by their conversion to colleges. They demanded that separate buildings should be constructed for the colleges and
secondary schools be allowed to continue.
Prof Syed Mehar Hassan Shah and Prof Muhammad Ismail Memon, who led the protests, claimed that the provincial
government has planned to close 37 higher secondary schools including 22 in Hyderabad division, 10 in Mirpurkhas division,
three in Karachi division and one each in Sukkur and Benazirabad divisions. They claimed that five posts of BPS -20 principal,
two of BPS-19 principal, 20 of BPS-19 Associate Prof, 75 of BPS-18 Assistant Professor and 148 of BPS-17 Subject Specialist
will be abolished along with those schools.
―Sindh government is trying to hide its administrative failures by questioning performance of these schools and by planning t heir
closure,‖ said Shah. They teachers claimed that the higher secondary schools are successfully operating i n other provinces and
the center and appealed the provincial government to withdraw from its decision.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 08/07/2019)

Change of rules in hiring process in universities sparks suspicions of favouritism
It appears that certain officials in the Sindh Universities and Boards Department may be attempting to influence the appointm ent
of vice-chancellors and finance directors in the province‘s public universities.
After failing to persuade the selection committee of one university to halt interviews of short -listed candidates, the department
has pulled the plug on the entire hiring process in order to raise the age limit for a ‗favoured‘ contender, sources from the higher
education circles revealed.
The alleged manipulation came to light during the hiring process for the Shaheed Benazirabad -based Peoples University of
Medical and Health Science for Women (PUMHSW) vice-chancellor. According to sources, the universities department first tried
to convince the selection committee to stop interviews of candidates already short-listed for the post. When the committee
refused to comply, the department ordered the cessation of the entire process and re-advertised the position.
In the new ad, the age limit for the PUMHSW vice-chancellor was increased from 62 years to 65 years, sources said. However,
the age limit increase was not limited to just one university. The change was made for all public universities in Sindh, meaning
that those with vacant vice-chancellor posts had to re-advertise the positions as well.
Sindh higher education sources alleged that the entire sequence of events was orchestrated from the Chief Minister H ouse.
According to them, the ‗favoured‘ candidate was the one who convinced the CM House officials to get the universities
department to halt the interview process for PUMHSW vice-chancellor.
Meanwhile, the universities department has also decided to conduct a written test before interviews for candidates vying for
finance director posts in public universities, sources said. The test will be conducted by IBA Karachi on July 28. Near 400
candidates are set to take part in the exam which seeks to test their general knowledge.
Talking to The Express Tribune, a senior Sindh government officer and public university finance director said there was no
announcement of a test when the finance director positions were advertised. At the time, it was understood that a selection
committee would pick a candidate for appointment, he said. The candidates that The Express Tribune spoke to also complained
that there was no precedent for holding a test before the interview. They added that they were considering taking the mat ter to
court.
When contacted, Universities and Boards Department Secretary Riazuddin denied the changes in the appointment processes for
vice-chancellors and finance directors were motivated by favouritism. ―We increased the age-limit to increase competition. That
is what the government decided,‖ he insisted.
Regarding the test for finance director candidates, Riaz said the decision was taken to ascertain merit. ―Anyone who objects to
taking the test is free to approach the court,‖ he added.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 10/07/2019)
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‘Teacher development must connect to student development’
The Society of Pakistan English Language Teachers (SPELT) celebrated 35 years of empowering teachers with a gathering held at
the SPELT House here on Tuesday.
Taking it also as an opportunity to look ahead to the future in teaching, a panel discussion on the topic of ‗Equity and access to
quality education: opportunities and challenges‘ was held with eminent educationists sharing their views.
Introducing the topic, Siham Gheewala said that there is a misconception that equity and equality are the same thing, which they are
not. ―Equality is giving equally and equity means giving everyone equal chances of success,‖ she said.
Adding to that Ameena Saiyid said that equity is about needs, values, what we are taught and what we bring to our set of values.
―Twenty-first century skills aim to create equity,‖ she said before illustrating her thoughts by describing a couple of quite meaningful
cartoons that she had seen.
Educators reflect on 35 years of SPELT
She said that there were three children of different heights trying to view a match from over a fence by standing on wooden cartons
making the taller kid even taller, the middle one able to watch too and the shortest of the three lose interest in the game because
even after standing on the carton he was unable to see over the fence. In the next scenario, the tall boy had given his box to the
shortest boy as he could see over the fence even without it. And then the shortest one had two to stand on enabling him to watch
also.
Picking up from there Michael Houlgate, British Council‘s director for Sindh and Balochistan, said that all young people should have
access to education and the British Council wants to support them. ―Instead of giving more than one box to the shortest child, we
would rather have removed the fence altogether,‖ he smiled, adding that the British Council wanted to address issues of equity and
equality and equip young people with the skills that they need. He spoke at length about their work to get out of school children into
school by empowering communities, training youth to become education activists, reaching out to seniors with influence within
communities and working with teachers and schools to provide a wholesome environment to retain the students.
Dr Mohammad Memon, chairman of the Hyderabad examination board, meanwhile said that the teachers today needed to make
themselves role models. He also stressed treating all children, girls as well as boys, equally. ―Resources should be balanced to
create an enabling environment and not create discrimination of any kind. The teachers can really make a difference here,‖ he said.
Shahnaz Wazir Ali pointed out that the budget allocations for professional development were not enough. ―We should create
conditions where the teachers can learn. We have not been able to create such conditions. Teacher development must connect to
student development,‖ she said.
Sadeqa Salahuddin shared her experience of taking over a government school for improving education there in Sindh‘s interior.
―There were 36 teachers there and while 10 would be engaged in teaching at one time 26 had nothing to do. It was because of a
lack of structure there. So we tried to develop an informal structure there where junior teachers would learn from senior teachers
about their experiences with the students and lesson plans in their free time. If you look at our education policies, they seem to lack
vision,‖ she added.
Earlier, reminiscing about SPELT‘s nascent years, Zakia Sarwar said there was a dire need for a forum for professional
development of teachers. ―The journey started in July of 1984 with a few dedicated teachers stepping forth to help improve English
teaching in Pakistan by training other teachers,‖ she said.
Fouzia Shamim, Rehmat Ibrahim and Zohra Yusuf also spoke.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 15, 10/07/2019)

Private schools’ registration status, fees to be posted online
In a first, the Sindh education and literacy department has created an online portal, digitising the registration and fee str uctures
of all private schools in the province. Parents will be able to obtain all information pertaining to private schools incl uding the fees
the schools are licensed to charge. The schools, on their part, will be facilitated as their registration process with the ed ucation
department‘s Directorate of Inspection and Registration of Private Institutions of Sindh has been made easie r. Besides, the
education department will now have a proper system in place to record and list data pertaining to private schools operating i n the
province.
The portal, accessible at www.dirprivateschools.gos.pk, will be made functional today (Saturday) a nd will be officially
inaugurated on July 15, 2019 by the Sindh Education Minister Sardar Shah at the Sindh Boys Auditorium.
Facilitating parents
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Inspection Directorate Registrar Rafia Javed, said that the online portal wo uld ensure
transparency in the system. It would enable parents to know whether the school they are sending their children to is register ed
with the education department or not. The registration certificates, renewal of registration certificates and the yea r the school
was founded would all be accessible online. She added that the profiles of all private schools would also be made available o n
the online portal in the next six months.
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Parents would know beforehand of their respective school‘s fee structure including which services the school is allowed to
charge the parents. The monthly, yearly breakdown of the fee structure would be listed, eliminating the possibility of school s
alarming parents with impromptu, additional charges under sundry heads. Javed confirmed that the fee structure given on the
portal would include all charges including sports or library fees that the schools may be authorised to charge.
Put simply, parents would know at the beginning of each year the costs they would have to bear for their child‘s education and
would be able to refer to the website at all times to ensure they are paying only what they signed up for.
Easing registration process
Private schools will be able to download registration and renewal of registration forms on the online portal. The website includes
all details pertaining to regional offices and schools would not have to visit the offices of the registration department rep eatedly.
They could just update information on the forms available on the website with a simple ‗click‘.
According to Javed, the Inspection Directorate team would carry out physical inspections to verify the information provided b y
the schools in the online forms.
―Schools will be registered only if everything is according to our requirements, and if the school does not meet our required
standards, it would be rejected,‖ she said, adding that the rejection of registration would also be listed online – accessible to
anyone who wishes to check. No additional costs have been added to the registration fees charged from the schools, she
confirmed.
The Private Schools Association is also on board with this new initiative of the education department. Members of the
association said that they expect the portal to make the registration process for schools easier. They also expressed their
contentment at being consulted by the education department before the portal was setup. This is the first time we have been
kept in loop, they said.
Maintaining records
Crediting the education minister and School Education Secretary Qazi Shahid, Javed said that Sindh is the first province where
the details pertaining to private schools‘ registration, fee structure, their profile, is being digitised and being made acce ssible
online.
She said that this step would allow the Inspection Directorate – which does not have an official census of the private schools
operating in the province – to maintain a formalised record with data pertaining to private schools.
Along with profiling the schools, she added, the website would also list the schools which are registered with Inspection
Directorate but haven‘t been registered online.
(By Saba Naz The Express Tribune, 04, 13/07/2019)

‘No more a peela school’
The olive-green walls with cartoon characters, alphabets and colourful truck art on the gate beckon you. Inside Lyari‘s Waja
Raheem Bakhsh Sarbazi Girls Secondary School you are greeted by the sweet voices of
little girls singing nursery rhymes as they clap their hands, snap their fingers and tap their
feet.
―This is our kindergarten section and these are our youngest students,‖ says Dr Asghar
Naqvi while introducing you to the little girls in gray and white uniform thoroughly enjoying
their lesson. The teachers and even Dr Naqvi cannot help but clap in sync with the music.
The school, from kindergarten/Montessori to Matric level, has about 450 pupils. Dr Naqvi,
who has been involved in social work after retirement, runs two other schools under the
umbrella of an NGO. One of his other schools is the Ali Model English School in Korangi and the other is located in village Adam
Sultan in Khairpur. They are both co-education schools but the Waja Raheem Bakhsh Sarbazi Girls Secondary School, like its name
suggests, is a girls school. He adopted it in October 2018.
Lyari govt school witnesses improvement after being adopted by NGO
He explains that when you adopt a government school, you cannot change its name and the teachers and staff of that school
remain government employees. And if you want to make any other changes you do it yourself. Meanwhile, there is an initial
agreement for one year under the school development programme but the contract can be extended for more years based on
performance. He said that it was most difficult to generate funds, ―but when people see good work, they start trusting you and have
no problems donating for a good cause‖.
Dr Naqvi takes you on a round of the school to show you the changes they have been making to the place. There is a pretty
waterfall at the entrance about which he says that it used to be an area where the school‘s lower staff used to wash dirty clothes and
dishes. ―Happy to find abundance of water they would bring loads of dirty clothes and dishes to wash here from home,‖ he says
laughing. ―Of course when I learned about this I said nothing doing. This was a school and not a dhobi ghat! So we built a waterfall
here.‖
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They have also installed a reverse osmosis plant in the school premises and there have been taps and a water cooler installed
inside and outside the school. ―We let anyone take water as long as they are not going to sell it,‖ he says. He explains that they had
earlier got drinking water there tested from a lab and it showed over 1,270 bacterial count while less than 500 is considered
drinkable. ―We couldn‘t risk the children getting waterborne diseases such as typhoid or gastroenteritis hence the RO plant,‖ he
says.
Dr Naqvi was also concerned about good nutrition so the kindergarten and Montessori section is also served brunch by the school
during their 10am to 10.30am lunch break. ―When we asked the children what they were having for breakfast we found out that they
were getting tea and rusk only. Here we serve them wholesome home-cooked food, including eggs. A child‘s daily requirement is
about 1,200 calories and this way we take care of at least one-fourth of that during school hours,‖ he says.
Since he felt that physical activity is as important as mental activity, he has also installed swings, etc in the little school ground
where they are going to plant grass too.
The bright school corridors lead you into cheerful classrooms on the ground floor, which has been reserved for the primary section.
There are huge murals of animals and flowers on the classroom walls. ―I found the pictures on the internet and then I called the
artist Phool Ji to reproduce them here,‖ says Dr Naqvi.
The second floor is for the senior classes. But on the purple wall of the stairs landing you run into hundreds of colourful hand
impressions with each pupil‘s name written with her hand impression. ―Imagine these kids growing up and being reminded of their
years at this place by looking at their little hand impressions. It creates a kind of bond, a sense of belonging to their school,‖ he
smiles.
The school also has a couple of LCD screens in the classrooms. Nausheen Ali Shah, the principal of the school, says that they are
very useful when showing children educational material or documentaries. ―The older students also watch science documentaries or
when they need to watch frog dissection for biology,‖ she explains.
Meanwhile, on the second floor they are currently in the process of building a library, an auditorium and a cafeteria. To a comment
about the colourful outer walls of the school and truck art on the gate, Dr Naqvi smiles and says that government schools are often
called ‗peela schools‘. ―This one is no more a peela school,‖ he points out.
Education is the backbone of society. It helps a nation prosper. And Lyari, which some time ago was associated with things such as
gang war and drugs, was desperately in need of good schools for girls whose education doesn‘t seem to be a priority with many
parents. Incidentally, after the fine results in just the first year of the school‘s adoption by the NGO, some have pulled out their
daughters from neighbouring private schools to have them admitted here. There have been some 100 new admissions already.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 15, 18/07/2019)

Health and education beyond borders
The New Silk Road aims to connect China‘s grand route with Africa, Asia, and Europe through cyberspace and physical space,
promising prosperity and innovation. One Belt, One Road (OBOR), or Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), promises the construction of a massive $1 trillion infrastructure including highways, dry
and seaports, power plants, and state of the art telecommunication network. One Belt, One
Road has been highly criticised for the wide flow of benefits mostly to China. Will the
unprecedented influx of development financing improve the Human Development Index of
people living along the belt?
China has fast changed its course of economic development at the turn of the century, from
being a major recipient of Global Funds grant to a net provider of financial assistance. The
World Bank has provided a total of $2.47 billion worth of low interest rate loans to the Chinese
government. The financial assistance provided by China to middle income countries included medical training by Chinese
doctors. Moreover, China has also been a provider of medical equipment and drugs to these countries for building health
facilities and supporting malaria prevention. In 2014, after the breakout of the Ebola epidemic in Africa, China had played a key
role in increasing health partnerships and health assistance as a part of China‘s BRI development strategy. China has also
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the World Health Organisation in efforts to strengthen ties with the UN.
Furthermore, a new International Development Cooperation Agency (IDCA) for foreign aid coordination has been launched to
organise all countries involved in the BRI to approve a communique aiming to ―synergise efforts in medical emergency response
and epidemic prevention‖.
On education front, the BRI launched the University Alliance of the Silk Road in 2015 which is a collaboration of about 130
universities across five continents coordinated by China‘s Xian Jiaotong University. This cooperation across borders envision s
development of an alliance among its members and encourages human development along the BRI in higher education.
Furthermore, other member countries also have opened their university campuses abroad. Examples are University of Xiamen in
Malaysia and Soochow University, which has been running an office in Laos since 2011. These universitie s not only allow the
flow of information technology and local skills across borders but also help in spreading job opportunities along the belt.
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Since the rapid growth in China‘s population and widespread economic integration along the borders and beyond, the
development of health in the region is the obvious next step towards moving forward. China now has 95% of its population
covered by basic health insurance and has achieved a 40-fold increase in its total health expenditure (5.6%) over the past two
decades. China experienced a major epidemic outbreak in 2003 of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which had
instantly highlighted the need to keep the health sector as a priority. The temporary economic shock by the SARS epidemic was
2.63% and 1.05% of GDP, mostly affecting the mainland China. This prompted a need for advancing collaborative risk
prevention and emergency response by Beijing. A study on the SARS outbreak predicted that if the epidemic recurred today, the
immediate costs for the global economy would jump up by over 70% from what it cost in 2013.
At the One Belt and One Road Initiative forum held in 2018, President Xi Jinping announced China‘s pledge to create 100 healt h
projects for women and children in the developing world — a commitment to maternal and child health. Furthermore, investment
is being made in vaccine development and biomedical advances in collaboration with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The
progress report has showed a whopping investment of $3 billion from 2000 to 2012 in 255 projects geared towards curbing the
problems relating to health, population, and water and sanitation in Africa. In Bangladesh, hospitals and malaria control cen tres
have been invested in, providing anti-malarial treatment and trained healthcare workers.
The healthcare system in China is very well organised with 95% of its population enjoying access to health insurance. However
in Pakistan, population per doctor and population per bed did not improve much over the years. Also the domestic
pharmaceutical industry in China is much stronger with 22 of all 25 manufacturing units being owned by domestic companies.
Therefore, CPEC can play a pivotal role in the development of healthcare in Pakistan. This is to be made possible through the
availability of cheap raw material to Pakistani manufacturers via the CPEC route.
In order to conclude, CPEC has also been a source of providing medical students in Pakistan education facility in China. Almo st
10,000 students have already graduated and working in different fields. Also over 200,000 students from 64 countries in OBOR
have been getting education via government scholarship programmes. However, Pakistani students have been the most in
number, ranking at the top fourth of all international students in China. In order to facilitate the CPEC infrastructure in Gwadar,
Vice-Chairman of Chinese Red Cross Foundation Liu Xuanguo has plans to set up second emergency care unit in Quetta,
Balochistan. In future, CPEC should facilitate the setup of new medical colleges and universities, state-of-the-art R&D labs and
pharmacies along CPEC. This will help enhance the medical skills of professional doctors, pharmacists and other medical staff .
Exchange programmes can also be initiated. In order to build a fully functional health and knowledge corridor, industry
technicians from both China and Pakistan will be needed to bring revolutionary changes in the health sector.
(By Dr Hassnain Javed The Express Tribune, 17, 23/07/2019)

NGO seeks to raise quality of teacher training at govt college
In a recent public-private partnership agreement with the government of Sindh, the management of the Government Elementary
College of Education, Hussainabad was entrusted with Durbeen, a non-profit organisation which is a sister concern of Zindagi Trust,
says a press release issued on Monday. Sharing a vision with Zindagi Trust to improve public-sector education in Pakistan, Durbeen
has taken a step to address issues at the core —raising the quality of government teachers — through its reform initiative at the
aforementioned government college for teacher education.
These initiatives include academic improvements through an international collaboration. Durbeen brought in expertise from the
University of Helsinki, Finland to enrich and modernise the curriculum of the BEd (Hons) programme and train the faculty of the
college. Durbeen has also embarked on numerous administrative and infrastructural changes and renovation of college buildings is
under way.
The admission cycle has reached completion and for the first time in years, this historic college of teacher education in Sindh will
have a student body of at least 60 young women, starting classes in August 2019.
Govt’s funding commitment waived
The Sindh government has shown full support for this reform project and had committed an amount of Rs94 million in the first year
for the renovation and set up of the college. However, Salma A. Alam, CEO Durbeen and Shehzad Roy, president, Zindagi Trust
met with Qazi Shahid Pervaiz, secretary, Sindh education and literacy department and Khalid Mehmood Shaikh, director general,
Sindh Public Private Partnership Unit, and waived the government‘s funding commitment for the first year.
As representatives of non-profit organisations working for the improvement of public-sector education, the duo acknowledged the
financial limitations of the Sindh government and the overall fiscal crunch the country is facing. This fundraising burden, that both
Durbeen and Zindagi Trust are now undertaking with this waiver, was possible due to contributions from the private sector.
It is the aid and support of private-sector actors that has enabled Durbeen to start its journey of providing free, high-quality
professional teacher education to women, with the end goal of reforming teacher education. Government funding, hence made
available by this waiver, will allow the state to utilise these funds for other education initiatives that can greatly benefit the children of
Pakistan, concludes the press release.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 23/07/2019)

Education is not a solution
PEOPLE often insist that Pakistan‘s lack of development requires investing in education. They should reconsider this relationship.
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Consider the following arguments:
In countries we consider developed today, mass education followed development, not the other way around. Countries did not wait
till they were fully educated before they began to develop.
Rather, they began to develop which created the need for the spread of education. Great Britain became a global empire when
there was relatively little mass education. Today, with universal education, it is a minor player in the global system. There is no
linear relationship between education and development and certainly the former does not cause the latter.
Apply this framework to British India. There was little mass education when the British took over but because there were so few they
needed local intermediaries to help administer the colony in ways familiar to them. That was the genesis of the limited number of BA
and MA programmes set up to produce the babus they needed. Pakistan has continued to produce many more babus than it needs.
By any measure, there is much more education today than there was in 1947 without commensurate gains in development. By
comparison, many countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia with similar education levels at the outset have greatly outpaced
Pakistan.
There is yet another problem in attributing the lack of development in Pakistan to a lack of mass education because the key
economic and political decisions have been made by well-educated people. Why have they been making very poor decisions
despite their excellent educations? It is a travesty to blame uneducated people for the sins of the educated rulers.
Pakistan’s development problems are not going to be resolved even if every citizen acquires a postgraduate education.
These arguments should suggest that the emphasis on mass education in the context of development is misplaced. Policy choices,
which are made by the educated, matter much more and if the policies are flawed no amount of mass education can undo the
damage. Climate change is a good example — the existence of universal education in the US is of little avail if the Trump
administration opts to disregard the evidence on global warming.
All this is not to argue that education is without value — it is obviously better to be educated than not to be educated. But to
appreciate this point we need clarity on what is meant by education and also differentiate between its two quite different functions.
At the level of individuals, education confers the ability to realise their full potential. Just as the lack of adequate diet results in
physical stunting, the lack of adequate education results in intellectual stunting — both are handicaps that hinder the realisation of
human potential. But this education provides very different kinds of tools — the ability to think, to learn, to reason, to evaluate
evidence, to argue logically, to differentiate truth from falsehood. In short, this education provides the foundation for leading a life
based on reason
On the contrary, what we commonly understand as education is much better described as training in particular skills like medicine,
engineering and accounting. We mistakenly believe that the earlier we start students on acquiring such skills the better off they
would be — thus the existence of pre-professional streams in high school. This insistence on acquisition of skills comes at the
expense of the general education that ought to be the mandate of schools. It is no surprise that we have many highly skilled
technicians who appear intellectually stunted.
This second type of education, the acquisition of skills, is what people need to earn their livelihoods. Here we are guilty of a major
fallacy because the demand for skills does not exist independently of the state of the economy and society. To take an obvious
example, if an economy is not generating any jobs, training a whole lot of professionals is not going to lead to development. We
should be familiar with this phenomenon having seen huge numbers of Pakistani professionals emigrating in search of jobs. They
are moving to developing economies requiring specific types of skills.
This reiterates the claim that development comes first and signals the kinds of skills required. In economic terminology, the demand
for skills is a derived demand. It derives from the state of the economy, its needs, and the nature of its growth. For example,
unilaterally overproducing highly specialised doctors in a low-income country with no environmental sanitation makes little sense —
most would seek to emigrate while the majority of the population would be unable to afford the ones that remain and be forced to
resort to quacks who respond to the effective demand.
These arguments should make clear that Pakistan‘s development problems are not going to be resolved even if every citizen
acquires a postgraduate education. All that would happen would be a worsening of the existing crisis. Today, an advertisement for
the job of a naib qasid draws thousands of applicants including many with postgraduate degrees and professional qualifications.
Many lawyers can be found driving Uber cabs.
Yet another societal malady militates against the acquisition of even those skills that are needed by the economy. One often
wonders why in a country of over 200 million, with serious underemployment, it is difficult to find a competent electrician or plumber.
Is it because employment and advancement are not based on competence but other factors? If most jobs are doled out on
patronage or exchanged for bribes, it is smarter to invest in connections or acquiring funds to buy jobs than to acquire additional
skills.
Given the above, why do poor people in Pakistan acquire any education at all? Simply because the oversupply of labour relative to
economic development has made degrees a filter for recruitment for even the most mundane jobs. This has transformed education
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into credentialing. People need credentials and many institutions have responded by becoming diploma mills, either churning out
worthless degrees or selling them outright.
Regretfully, more education is not going to provide an easy solution to Pakistan‘s development problems. A good schooling would
provide a platform while sensible economic and social policies would be needed to spur growth leading to appropriate skill
acquisition.
(By Anjum Altaf Dawn, 25/07/2019)

Out of school, out of sight
AROUND 22 million five- to 16-year-olds do not attend schools in Pakistan. Although there has been some progress in getting more
children to enrol in primary schools in the past 10-odd years, the dent in the number of out-ofschool children has been marginal at best.
How many more years will it be before we have all five- to 16-year-olds in schools? Will it be 10
years or 20, or even more? At the rate at which we are progressing, will we ever have all
children attending school? There are two separate issues here. The current stock of children
who are out of school will, in all probability, now enter adulthood without receiving an education.
This is the stock problem we have, and it will have to be dealt with through adult literacy and
other such programmes.
Then there is the flow issue. We are still not enrolling all five-year-olds in schools. This means we keep adding to the number of fiveto 16-year-olds who are out of school. This issue can only be resolved if all young children start going to school by the age of five.
But all of the above, given the numbers, require a lot of work and resources. Twenty-two million out-of-school children — do keep
the number in mind. This is more than the population of Karachi. This is more than the combined populations of Lahore and
Faisalabad. If you want the entire population of Lahore and Faisalabad to attend school, in addition to the children who are already
going to school, it will require a lot of commitment, planning and resources to be able to do so.
What will it cost the government to get all children to go to school?
And, whatever the nature of the plans, this change will not happen in a day or a year. It will require a plan that is spread over five to
10 years.
The key here though, is that a plan is needed; a plan that the federal and provincial governments need to conceive, and then stick
to. Currently, no government has any such plans. All governments are aware of the issue. They keep talking of small initiatives to
show their apparent resolve for addressing the issue, but none of the governments have worked out a financial plan for enrolling all
children or an action plan for how this is going to be achieved. What will it cost the government to get all children to go to school?
How will this be done? Where will this money come from?
Current education budgets are not enough to bring out-of-school children into classrooms. If there is little or no space for increasing
education budgets — which seems to be the accepted fiscal reality at the moment — there is not a whole lot that can be done about
out-of-school children. This is just the reality we will have to accept.
But if we do find some resources, equally importantly, we need to make plans and figure out how they will be implemented. How
many children will be enrolled in existing schools? How many new schools will be needed? How many teachers will need to be
recruited? In what existing schools can double shifts be started? How many children will go to private schools? Will governments
pay for these children to attend private schools under some sort of public-private partnership arrangement?
It is relatively easy to figure out, conceptually speaking, what to do with children in the five-to-10 age bracket. We can always enrol
them in regular schools and/ or offer slightly accelerated programmes of learning to them so that they can eventually be integrated
into the regular system.
The issues for out-of-school children aged 10 and above are different. Some of them are already working and contributing to their
families‘ income. To bring them back to mainstream schools is going to be very difficult. To have a 10-year-old in a class where the
rest of the children are five years old is difficult anyway. If the child in question was earning for the family and already has some
vocational skill, to expect the child to start from grade one and have the patience for years to go through the regular education cycle
is also unrealistic. We need different programmes for such children. These programmes will need to give these children literacy and
numeracy skills for sure — and some might also pursue their education further than that — but for others, vocational skill
programmes would need to be added to their education.
We will need to experiment with a lot of different kinds of incentive and regulatory schemes as well as programmes to figure out
what will work for out-of-school children aged 10 and older. These programmes might vary with geography and gender too.
Currently, there is little or no thinking on such specific programming in any of our governments. At most, there is talk of double-shift
schools and the need to experiment, but there is no experimentation taking place anywhere as yet. When will such programming be
developed? Implementation will take years. We need to move forward from the initial thinking on this if we want to implement any
major initiatives over the next few years.
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The issue of out-of-school children issue keeps coming up in various conversations. However, none of the governments have
started to think about this issue seriously. There is no work being done on any actual plans to address it. There is no thinking on
where the resources to address it will come from, and what sort of programming is required. We are, in fact, not even in a position to
ensure all five-year-olds get to go to school. Issues related to illiteracy will remain with us for a very long time to come.
(By Faisal Bari Dawn, 08, 26/07/2019)

Bias in education
A REPORT prepared by two NGOs reconfirms the worst fears of how the system is played against Pakistan‘s religious minorities at
all levels and in all areas. The report by the Institute of Development Research and Corresponding Capabilities and the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan focuses on education. The findings reflect the country‘s depressing record on the treatment of its
minorities, indicating the great distance between us and other nations that can justifiably claim to be civilised. The survey sketches
an embarrassing picture of the deeply ingrained intolerance in the most basic unit — the classroom. The report describes how nonMuslims are seen as ―enemies of Islam by Muslim students and teachers‖. Some 60pc of the non-Muslim students interviewed for
this study had ―experienced discrimination or felt they were being discriminated against and disrespected‖. With such foundations, it
is no surprise that the survey found that some 70pc of (non-Muslim) teachers had been discriminated against on the basis of their
faith, with parents experiencing a similar faith-based bias. Given that there is great reluctance among those routinely discriminated
against for their religious beliefs to come forward, the actual figures are probably much higher. That means that ‗only‘ 60 out of 100
students, or 70 out of 100 parents alleging they were victims of the long-cultivated intolerance in the country could, ironically, be
seen as a positive. The truth is, there are very few non-Muslims who escape discrimination at the hands of those who belong to the
majority faith — so ingrained is prejudice in society.
Ways have been constantly suggested on how to tackle the issue, and there have been some efforts to deal with the discrimination
that plagues education in the country. However, the task at the outset has been complicated, as even innocuous terminology such
as ‗secular‘ can lead to trouble. Consequently, the work aimed at combating faith-based intolerance in all spheres has to be very
subtle, but without losing sight of the main purpose. The difficulties along the way must never be an excuse for slackening or
refusing to challenge existing societal attitudes that threaten to further divide a country in desperate need of basic lessons in
pluralism. There are individuals who have taken a stand and those who must step forward to set an example. But it is the state that
must lead the way carefully. If it fails to do its duty by all its citizens it will only sharpen societal divisions.
(From the Newspaper Dawn, 06, 29/07/2019)

Children study without basic facilities in Sindh’s public schools
The deplorable condition of several public school buildings in Sindh has left the lives of students and teachers at risk. Giv en
negligence and apparent apathy of the Sindh education department, students study in dilapidated buildings which often lack
basic facilities – some are without stable roofs.
The list of such schools is widespread and includes the Government Boys Primary School in JamKanda, Malir, the primary
school in Ghazi Town, Malir, Bharya Government School, girls‘ school in Gadap Town, schools in Manora Island, Ali Muhammad
Lashari Village and Jam Kando, among others.
Jam Kanda Malir
There are a total of eight classrooms at the government boys primary school in Jam Kanda Malir. Thre e of these classrooms are
in such a tumbledown state that their structure may fall any second. Besides, the school has a total enrollment of around 300
students and yet has only six serving teachers.
Within the boundary wall of this school, another school by the name of Medina Masjid, operates which has 80 students enrolled
and only one teacher available.
The school lacks basic facilities such as bathrooms, drinking water and furniture. The school‘s a dministration says it has
informed the district education office (DEO) several times and has submitted written complaints but to no avail. Most of the
students studying there are from low-income groups and a majority of them go for some form of labour after school. They further
informed that there are a number of students waiting to be enrolled at the school but given the current state of the school‘s
building and lack of infrastructure they have been denied admission. A part of the roof has already fallen on the students in the
past, claims the administration.
Make-shift roof
Similarly, a boys primary school in Gadap Town, union council six, has resorted to using steel sheets as a make -shift roof.
Students are forced to brave the hot weather in conditions such that indoors offers no respite from the heat. Nosebleeds and
children who fainted due to the heat are common sights at the school.
They are also prone to injuries as the plastic holding the make-shift roof together keeps tearing apart. Several injuries have been
reported in the past due to this reason and the administration expects more of them to occur.
The school has not seen repair work for nearly 15 years now. Its furniture has also not fared well over the years and is now
barely functional.
The students studying there say that the school lacks clean water and is without a bathroom. And yet, they ask, where would
they go if they did not even complete primary education?
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The school administration maintains that while officers from the DEO come to inspect the school their efforts are restricted to
merely compiling a report.
Lacking basic facilities
The skewed ratio between girls and boys acquiring education is a problem widely recognised. Often times it is families which
prioritise their sons‘ education over their daughters. However, the residents in the surrounding areas of Haji Darya Khan
Government Girls School maintain that while they wish to see their daughters educated the deplorable condition of the public
school leaves them hesitant. They maintain that the number of students enrolled keeps waning while teachers remain absent.
They give examples of other public schools in the neighbourhood which have either shut down or function without electricity a nd
water.
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Principal Javed Iqbal said that let alone repair work which has not been done in several years
but the school also lacks basic sanitation. Essential staff is missing, he says, adding that the absence of a watchman has
resulted indoors, fans and windows of the school being stolen.
The students and teachers at the school are forced to use to go the houses of people residing nearby each time they need to
relieve themselves as the school is without a bathroom.
Funds allocated
Young children risk their lives while pursuing their right to education even though on paper, at least, it appears that the education
department has enough funds.
A major chunk of the budget is allocated for the education department by the Sindh government and each year that allocation
sees an increase. The previous year saw 27% of the budget reserved for the education department. This amounted to nearly
Rs208.23 billion. In the current fiscal year, the budget allocated for schools alone, increased from Rs170.83b to Rs178.62b,
whereas development budget was set at Rs15.15b. However, it remains apparent that several public schools have been
neglected and deprived of repair and maintenance for some years now.
(By Saba Naz The Express Tribune, 04, 30/07/2019)

A school for students, by students
Rahul was one of eight children who used to beg in front of NED University of Engineering and Technology. Begging was
bringing in good money for the eight-year-old and his family but he had bigger dreams.
Now, Rahul wants to leave his mark on the Karachi skyline. He wants to become an engineer and build skyscrapers like the
ones he so admires.
And it‘s not just Rahul. More than 100 children, who were either selling tissue paper or begging, have leapt at the chance to
pursue a formal education near the university – all thanks to the efforts of a few NED students who saved up some money to
cover the cost of educating the children.
The credit mostly goes to an engineering student named Arooha Dar, who is currently pursuing a Masters in electrical
engineering.
―Like other students and university staff, I got irritated every day because of these ch ildren‘s clingy behaviour and begging style,
but then a turning point came in my life in November 2016 when I saw one of the children teaching the others the alphabet whi le
the others were patiently listening,‖ she said.
Dar said that when she asked them about their hopes for the future, the children‘s
answers left her mum. ―Humein baray ho kar NED me parhna hai‖ (We want to study at
NED University when we grow up).
Dar instantly took the initiative to educate these underprivileged, but ambitious children.
She initially started teaching them on the sidewalk. It was not formal education, but she
along with other friends would teach them with a focus on the social aspect of
learning. She continued this for six months until, with the help of other NED students,
she got permission from the university administration to teach the children in a guard
room.
―Soon, we had 20 students. I developed a network of 50 students at NED and each contributed Rs500 per month for these
children,‖ she said, adding that they then started giving them both – an education, and proper meals.
―Before launching our initiative, we approached different private schools to enrol these children, but they were demanding hu ge
fees, so we then decided to run our own school,‖ Dar said.
Eventually, the NED students launched ―Tadress‖, student-run welfare organisation with the singular goal of providing quality
education to underprivileged children.
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―We divided responsibility. Some started campaigns on social media and others directly approached well-off people to support
us for this cause. Finally, we generated around Rs1 million and started building the school,‖ she said.
They eventually found an available site in front of the university which is viable for a school building ―for the time being‖.
―We have now two cemented and three bamboo classrooms with an
enrollment of 110 students from the ages of three to 16,‖ Dar said, adding
that they have now started teaching English, Maths, Urdu, and general
knowledge using workbooks. They have also hired three teachers and other
staff in the school, which was inaugurated by NED University Vice-Chancellor
Dr Sarosh Lodhi on June 23 this year.
Now it is not just students, but even a few faculty members of the university
have turned up and started contributing their time and money.
―Our mobilisation drive continues in the nearby slum areas. There is a lot of
response and many children who are picking up garbage and even street
children want to enrol, but we have held further enrollment due to financial constraints,‖ she said, adding, ―We still worry whether
or not we can continue this huge task.‖
Dar, who takes her master‘s classes in the evening, said she has quit her day job for the sake of the school. ―We developed a
passion to further quality education and this school is a test case for us. If it becomes a success, we will replicate the same
model in other areas as well.‖
Inspired by the NED students, others studying in various public and private universities have also approached them to contribute
to the cause. ―Some people living aboard have also offered help. We are determined to we will take our mission to the skies a nd
transfer a vision and dreams among underprivileged children who have seen nothing but the begging bowl,‖ she conclude d.
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 05, 02/08/2019)

Higher education funds
A FEW months ago, the country‘s public-sector universities were rocked by the news of an impending cut in government spending
on higher education. The latest information confirms just how drastic the change has been. A vice chancellors‘ committee
comprising the heads of some of Pakistan‘s top-notch universities has called for an additional official grant of Rs10bn for these
centres of higher education to cope with a worrisome situation. The call, made on Tuesday at a press conference after a meeting at
the Higher Education Commission Secretariat in Islamabad, has come amid reports of stalled programmes and the cancellation of
many important initiatives, all resulting from the budgetary cut. The recurring budget for public universities was cut from Rs65bn in
the last fiscal year to only Rs59bn this year. The consequences have been severe. So much so that some of these universities are
struggling to pay staff salaries, and it appears that all — or at least a majority of — the fancy schemes through which the universities
were supposed to raise their own funds have failed to take off.
Experts had pointed out that the cut would limit students‘ access to research and knowledge and adversely affect the salaries of
teachers. It is feared that scholarships will dwindle and that the reduction in the budget will spell disaster for those students who
have few resources. As it is, the country was already spending a paltry sum per student. The latest information from the campuses
is alarming and the VCs are demanding some quick measures to avoid the system from falling apart. They want to invite the
relevant ministers for urgent discussions regarding the funds that are needed to course correct quickly, together with arranging
some emergency fund-raising activities. The outcome of this two-pronged advance that engages the government at one level and
simultaneously seeks to identify sources of funds is crucial to the future health of higher education institutions in the public sector.
However, the final responsibility of sustaining the universities rests with the state.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 08/08/2019)

Fee hike: SHC orders Sindh govt to take action against schools
The Sindh High Court (SHC) has ordered the Sindh government to take action against schools that have increased tuition fees
beyond the permissible five per cent. The order came on Monday during the hearing of contempt of court pleas on Monday
against private schools for arbitrary increases in school fees. The case was heard by a three-member bench, comprising Justice
Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Muhammad Faisal Kamal.
Justice Abbasi questioned, ―Has the Supreme Court order not been implemented yet? Who will get the law implemented? The
government is helpless.‖
The court remarked that Additional Advocate-General Mansoor has been made to sit merely with three chairs. ―Empower him,
deploy guards with him. Even the school guards do not listen to him,‖ remarked Justice Aqeel Abbasi.
The counsel for the private school maintained according to the SC order, it should have been implemented from June 2017. ―It is
not like that, keep your explanations to yourself,‖ the court remarked.
The Supreme Court had given a cut off date. Now the private schools should implement it, the court said, telling the Sindh
government to initiate action against schools who failed to implement the apex court‘s orders.
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The Additional Advocate-General maintained that notices have already been issued to all the schools and actions would be
taken against them.
The bench remarked that the Supreme Court has made it clear that 5% fee hike will be implemented from June 2017. Anyone
who has increased fee of more than five per cent after June 2017 should return the additional amount. The five per cent increase
is conditional to the approval of the Sindh government, said the bench, while wrapping up the contempt of court pleas filed b y
aggrieved parents.
Report sought
The SHC has sought a report from the South district and sessions judge and Civil hospital administration pertaining to the
disappearance of a child from the hospital. A two-member bench comprising Justice Salahuddin Panhwar and Justice Shams
Uddin Abbasi heard the petition.
Petitioner Hina Ishtiaq‘s counsel maintained that her baby boy was born at Civil Hospital in 2016. The hospital staff provided
complete documents of the birth of the baby boy. A few days later, the hospital staff handed over the dead body of the child. The
court expressed displeasure over police and civil administration. The court sought a report from South district and sessions
judge and Civil hospital administration and also the mechanism for the registration of the children born in the hospital.
Notices issued
Another bench of SHC while hearing the illegal weapons and police encounter case involving former sector-in-charge of the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement, Ali Khan alias Farrukh, issued notices to the concerned parties seeking replies on the bail plea
filed by the suspect. A two-member bench comprising Justice Salahuddin Panhwar and Justice Shamsuddin Abbasi heard the
case. The counsel for the suspect, Muzammil Mumtaz Advocate maintained that his client was frisked away by the police from
his home before being entrapped in a fake case. ―The police have not only kept my client in illegal custody but also withdrew
Rs100,000 through his ATM card.‖ After hearing the arguments, the court issued notices to the prosecutor, seeking replies by
the next hearing on August 30.
According to police, the suspect was named in the case registered at Mubina Town Police Station on May 2019. The suspect,
police maintain, was apprehended after a standoff.
Hearing adjourned
A two-member bench, comprising Justice KK Agha and Justice Khadim Hussain Tanveer, adjourned the hearing of an appeal
filed against the punishment awarded to MQM leader Amir Khan over the killing of Anum Aziz, an MQM worker. Amir Khan,
accompanied by his lawyer, Mehmood Alam, appeared in the court.
Amir Khan was General Secretary of MQM-H at the time.
The subordinate court had awarded 10-year imprisonment to the MQM leader. Suspending the punishment of the partner-incrime, Nazim Kala, the case has been sent to the subordinate court for retrial.
However, due to the absence of the special prosecutor, the court adjourned the hearing till October 1.
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 20/08/2019)

Living library
WITH only 42 libraries for a population of 16 million, Karachi can well be said to be starved of food for the mind.
It is a different matter that not everyone is interested in nourishing the intellect. Boutiques and
shops selling exquisitely designed fabrics and dresses outnumber bookshops. The libraries,
though in inadequate numbers, have a vacant air.
Hence, it was a brilliant idea of the organisers of the 60th Children‘s Literature Festival (CLF),
held recently in the metropolis, to include a session on ‗Popularising Libraries‘. It was sorely
needed. The organisers claim that nearly 25,000 children attended the festival, which was initially
launched nine years ago, with the idea of introducing books to children. And libraries are an integral part of creating a culture for
books and reading. It would be interesting to know if any of the schools that were in attendance considered it worthwhile to introduce
some of the ideas that were discussed in the hour-long session.
Many ideas that were generated there are doable, provided there is a will to address this issue. It is for schools to explore and
implement the suggestions put forward. Thus, redesigning libraries to be reader-friendly will encourage the habit of reading for
pleasure. At present, reading a book is widely seen as an activity that is akin to torture.
Creating a culture of reading is doable, provided there is a will.
The panel was unanimous that gone were the days when the library was a sombre and grim place lined with notices with the word
‗SILENCE‘ inscribed on them. To demand a change is not something bizarre. I have actually visited libraries in the West that have
swings and slides installed near the entrance to entice children when they accompany their mothers there. Inevitably, the little ones
end up exploring the place. If there happens to be a storytelling session in progress on the spot, the child is hooked and will return
there again and again.
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In other words, the need is to bring our libraries to life.
According to a British Council representative, his library is providing space for various literary and book-related activities, and there
is no ban on speech. Visitors can talk and relax.
Another need is to make books and libraries easily accessible to the young readers, especially in a city like Karachi, where mobility
poses a challenge to all. The Oxford University Press Pakistan has already launched its mobile libraries. In places, they even use a
rickshaw to reach books to spots where the lanes are too narrow for a van. Another way of making books accessible is by making it
mandatory for all educational institutions to have a library.
Even schools with small premises that have little room for a library can device ingenious ways to make books available to their
students. Closed shelves in the classrooms can be stocked with appropriate books for the students. The class teacher could act as
the librarian as well.
But simply making books accessible is not the only answer. Students must be lured into visiting the library — and who can do it
better than a librarian with the gift of the gab who is friendly and loves books her/himself? Nothing draws a person to a book more
than a librarian or a teacher who has the qualities of a salesperson marketing their wares.
Ingenious examples of taking books to children are available in plenty.
With so many ideas being floated around — and many of them even being tried out — one wonders what is amiss that we still
cannot get our children to befriend books? What surprises me is that, in discussions on libraries and books, our focus is generally
and overwhelmingly on reading for knowledge, education and information.
Textbooks are universally regarded as something to read as a duty to pass exams. But I find other books also being similarly
classified. The focus must be shifted. Whatever you read — be it a novel or a short story — inevitably gives you information. Once
the element of coercion is eliminated and a child is reading for fun, non-fiction also begins to hold a charm of its own.
The commissioner of Karachi, a devotee of libraries, announced in a press conference held on the eve of the CLF that he would like
to have a big public library in the city comparable to the library in San Francisco. A good idea, no doubt, but somewhat premature.
Would it not be better to arrange book-related activities at the existing 42 libraries in Karachi? Some of the libraries I visited a few
months ago were well-kept but were unfortunately lacking in readers. Some did not have a single reader. The commissioner could
get the ball rolling by getting the existing libraries to draw a schedule to organise mini-CLFs every fortnight in one library or another
in Karachi.
Children are easy to please and should be the first to be addressed. Those who take to books early in life never give them up.
(By Zubeida Mustafa Dawn, 09, 30/08/2019)

Sindh Madressah completes 134 years
Sindh Madressatul Islam (SMI), the alma mater of Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, completed 134
years of its existence today – September 1.
The school was established in 1885 by some enlightened Muslims of Sindh led by
Hassanally Effendi. The institution with its old stat-of-art building, which is now a
protected heritage site, is located in downtown on street running between II Chundrigar
Road and MA Jinnah Road.
Within two years of its establishment, Jinnah got enrolled in the SMI and studied there
from July 1887 to June 1892. Throughout his life, Jinnah remained emotionally
attached to his alma mater and in 1943 he personally inaugurated the Sindh
Madressah College.
A number of prominent Muslim leaders who struggled for the separation of Sindh from Bombay (Mumbai) Presidency and later
for a separate homeland for the Muslims of the Subcontinent, studied in Sindh Madressah. They included Sir Abdullah Haroon,
Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah, Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto, Mohammad Ayub Khuhro, Shaikh Abdul Majid Sindhi and others.
―That‘s why the Sindh Madressatul Islam is called Child of Sindh and Mother of Pakistan,‖ said Dr Muhammad Ali Shaikh, while
quoting Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah. Dr Shaikh became first vice chancellor when SMI was elevated to the status of university in
2012. He said that besides the freedom fighters this institution had produced several educationalists, jurists and men of let ters
such as Allama II Kazi, Allama Umer Bin Mohamamd Daudpota, AK Brohi, Ghulam Mustafa Shah, Ali Ahmed Brohi, Ghulam
Mohammad Malik and others.
Celebrating the SMI‘s 134 years at a local hotel on Friday, Dr Shaikh said that Jinnah bequeathed one -third of his property for
Sindh Madressah.
Former prime minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was one of the visiting faculty members of the college.
In 2012, the SMI was elevated to the status of a university and it currently has a student population of more than 3,000 from all
over Pakistan.
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Spread over eight acres of land, the SMIU has five departments, including media studies and communication, education,
environmental sciences, business administration and management sciences and computer science.
Sindh government has additionally allotted the SMIU 100 acress of land in the Education City, Malir, and anot her 10 acres of
land in Hawks Bay. The construction of its campus in Malir is underway and according to SMIU officials one of its departments
will soon be shifted to the new campus.
Currently, two of its oldest buildings adjacent to the campus are in possession of Sindh government‘s education department and
officials believe that the SMIU management can open at least five new departments if Sindh government hands over these
buildings to university.
Advisor to Sindh Chief Minister on Works and Services, Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, said the students of the SMI had laid foundation of
Pakistan. ―Those great students of the SMI played the historic role and contributed, directly and indirectly, in creation of
Pakistan,‖ he said.
Khuhro said that Effendi had founded the SMI for the children belonging to the middle class so that they could become better
and productive individuals of the society.
Dr Shaikh said that Effendi was the first person in Sindh who realized that the Muslims of Sindh could not progress unless th ey
equipped themselves with modern education. It was with burden on his mind that Effendi established this institution seeing th at
people belonging to other communities were more advanced in the field of education in those times.
He said that once the great Muslim reformist and educationist, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, told Effendi that the SMI must progress to
the level of a university, adding that Khan‘s dream came true after years of his demise.
SMIU VC said that this institution had played a vital part in changing the whole region after its establishment.
Celebrations
Students of the SMIU displayed the cultural colours of Pakistan with their performances, showing how Pakistan is rich in cult ure
and traditions. The events marking the celebrations were attended by diplomats, including United States and Turkish, senior
educationists, business community, faculty members and students.
Speaking on the occasion, Justice (R) Sarmad Jalal Usmani who also heads the selection board of the SMIU said he was deeply
impressed by the students‘ performance. He said he was proud to be part of an institution which was alma mater of Quaid -eAzam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 05, 01/09/2019)

Meet the man who has educated thousands of girls in Karachi's outskirts
His entire life has been struggling towards one goal – the education of girls in areas where there is hardly any concept of
schooling. That struggle has consumed four decades of the life of Ghulam Hussain Wadehlo
– the man who is credited with practically laying the foundation of girls‘ education in the
suburbs of Karachi in the 1970s.
During his formative years, one of the things that struck Wadehlo most was the low female
literacy rate in Karachi‘s suburbs. Determined to be the change agent, Wadehlo, along with
some like-minded friends, established a non-governmental organisation, ‗Wadehla Baloch
Samaji Tanzeem (WBST)‘ in 1973. The NGO‘s activities especially focused on girls‘
education.
As a child, Wadehlo himself travelled eight kilometres daily from village Dur Mohammad
located on the link road between the National Highway and Super Highway to complete his matriculation. Inspired by the
education system at the Jamia Milia College in 1973 and later at the Karachi University (KU) where he graduated with a Master s
of Arts in Economics degree in 1975, Wadehlo resolved to educate the women of his area.
The KU‘s education system, he says, is what inspired him most. Wadehlo proudly counts the current Prime Minister‘s Adviser on
Finance Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, economist Qaiser Bengali and journalist Shafi Naqi Jami as his peers at the KU.
Humble beginnings
In 1973, he laid the foundation stone for the first girls‘ school in Dur Mohammad village under a Neem tree. ―It was hard to
convince people to send their daughters to the newly-established school,‖ said Wadehlo, reminiscing the early days with a smile.
―I first sent the girls from my family to the school, which encouraged others,‖ he explained.
―I remember there was only one girl in Malir and Gadap in the early 1970s, who had completed her matriculation and she was
from the Khoja community,‖ he recalled.
Initially, his team of volunteers visited several villages to convince the people to send their girls to school that had set up under a
tree. At the time, they had a few male teachers, conducting classes on a voluntary basis. ―We then managed to convince a few
female teachers from urban localities to teach our girls,‖ he added.
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In the early 1990s, he convinced the provincial government to approve the construction of 44 girls‘ schools in Karachi‘s subu rbs.
Not only this, the government also agreed to provide the students and teachers with transport facilities so they could reach the
schools easily.
―Today, over 90 per cent of our girls [in Karachi‘s outskirts] are educated,‖ Wadehlo smiled. In contrast, he said, the liter acy rate
among boys is less than 70%. ―The education city has been established around my village,‖ he said, adding that the campuses
of various prominent universities, including Sindh Madresstual Islam, Ziauddin University, Sir Syed University and others are
being constructed here,‖ he said. ―I had never even dreamed that girls and boys from across Pakistan would come to my area for
quality education.‖
According to Wadehlo, 40 years ago Karachi‘s rural areas hardly had a female teacher but today, there are a number of female
doctors, engineers and top officials belonging to these areas.
Health
Wadehlo, a social and political activist, has also strived to improve the health conditions of mother and child. Through his efforts,
child specialist Dr Abdul Ghafar Billo used to visit villages in rural Karachi. Many doctors from Karach i‘s hospitals also started
setting up weekly camps.
―The focus was on the mothers‘ and children‘s health,‖ Wadehlo said. ―Without healthy mothers and children, we cannot
progress in the right direction,‖ he explained.
In 1993, Dr Billo and his team, aided by Wadehlo, established the Health and Nutrition Development Society which currently
works across Pakistan. ―We established a mini Aga Khan Hospital in Jam Kunda, Malir,‖ he laughed.
With so many achievements under his belt, you would imagine Wadehlo satisfied with what he has achieved so far. ―I don‘t think
I have completed my mission,‖ he said. ―It‘s a long way to go,‖ he continued, adding that the struggle would continue till hi s last
breath.
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 04, 02/09/2019)

Education emergency? Classes suspended for 20 days as rainwater floods school
Classes have remained suspended at the Government Boys Secondary School 5E in New Karachi for the last 20 days, owing to
the rainwater accumulated inside the school‘s compound. The deferral is jeopardising the
future of as many as 600 students who are currently enrolled at the school.
Each day, scores of students show up the school‘s gate but are turned away as the
rainwater has made it impossible to enter the compound. The rainwater has accumulated
at the main gate, playground, classrooms and even in the balconies of the upper storeys.
Besides, the garbage that was lying around in the compound, has mixed up with the water,
creating a foul odour that has stunk up the adjacent areas too. The stagnant water and dirt
have also added to the swarms of mosquitoes, flies and other insects in the school‘s
premises.
For their part, the school‘s administration officials lamented that dirty water had
accumulated at the school‘s main gate and they had no other choice but to walk through it to enter the facility. The dirty wa ter
has given rise to various allergies and infections and one of the female teachers has developed a skin allergy on her feet. ―It is
imperative upon us to attend the school daily but the classes have been suspended,‖ said one official, who asked not to be
named. He added that they had complained to the relevant officials multiple times but no one was willing to pay heed. ―The
school was already in a terrible condition and now the rain has further damaged the little infrastructure that was left,‖ he said.
―The crumbling structure of the school can cause a mishap at any time.‖
Another official said that the students visit the school daily and ask when classes would resume. The students had also staged a
sit-in at the Union Committee (UC) office some days ago, but the school was told by the UC Chairman that they didn‘t have the
machinery required to resolve the issue. ―Parents have started coming to the school to complain but there is no one to look into
the matter,‖ he said.
The Government Boys Secondary School 5E originally had 16 classrooms, eight of which were completely dilapi dated over the
years. Several classes were being conducted in the corridors and balconies but now, water has flooded these too. The school
hasn‘t resumed classes Eidul Azha.
CM takes notice
Hours after the issue was highlighted in the mainstream media, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah took notice of the school‘s
condition and sought a report regarding the issue.
The CM expressed annoyance with the district administration and said that the District Central Deputy Commissioner should
state why the school remained invisible to his department. ―The future of students is at risk and this is unacceptable,‖ he said.
The CM directed to clear the water from the school immediately and start the fumigation process.
(By Saba Naz The Express Tribune, 04, 06/09/2019)
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Pakistani universities
Pakistan‘s ranking in education remains unsatisfactory. We stay at the lower rungs of the ladder in the matter of education. We
have not much to show by way of achievements in science and technology. Same is the case with culture. Our intellectual life
remains stagnated. One indication of this is that Quaid-e-Azam University (QAU) is the only Pakistani university to be ranked
among the top 500 universities in the world, according to the Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2020. The 2020
edition for the annual ranking was released on Sept 11. This includes close to 1,400 universities from 92 countries. In the l ist are
14 Pakistani universities. QAU is the top-ranked Pakistani university at number 401-500. The list also includes COMSATS
University Islamabad (601-800); University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (801-1,000); International Islamic University, Islamabad
(801-1,000); LUMS (801-1,000), and some other universities from Punjab and K-P. No university from Sindh and Balochistan
finds a place in the list.
The rankings should be a wake-up call for our policymakers, an expert says. Good ranking raises the reputation of the country
and of universities. Products of well-reputed universities carry prestige among the international community of the learned.
Expertise in science and technology is necessary for progress and development. On it depends survival of nations. Where do we
stand in scientific research is illustrated by the fact that from April 2018 to March 2019 Pakistani article count in various scientific
disciplines was 182. China is far ahead of us in this respect.
British and American universities dominated the upper echelons of this year‘s rankings. The US grabbed 60 of the top 200
positions. China and Japan represent 45 per cent of all Asian entries into the rankings. But do we still believe that beyond basic
literacy and numeracy further education is superfluous. This mindset ought to change. Pompous rhetoric about space
expeditions should stop.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 13/09/2019)

University funding
AS the country tries to paddle through a sinking economy, public universities too have been forced to tighten their belts in the face of
drastic budget cuts by the federal government. Pakistan‘s allocation for higher education in 2018-2019 was already the lowest in the
region, at 2.4pc of the GDP, and the recent cuts will end up practically paralysing higher education institutions across the country.
The federal government has slashed the overall education budget by around 20pc, while it has allocated Rs28.64bn for the Higher
Education Commission, against its demand of Rs55bn — a difference of more than 50pc. This is a significant reduction in funds to
institutions that were already cash-strapped and barely meeting their yearly financial requirements. Several universities in Sindh and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are already finding it difficult to disburse salaries to staff and faculty members. Traditionally, higher education
in Pakistan has always been ‗subsidised‘. It means that universities spend way more than they are able to earn in the form of
revenue through tuition fees from students, and hence rely heavily on government grants for their day-to-day operations, including
payment of salaries, allowances and bills. The deep cuts in funding to varsities mean that many ongoing research, development or
scholarship programmes will either have to be stalled or scrapped.
Considering that only a fraction of Pakistani youth are able to attend institutes of higher education, if the universities resort to
increasing tuition fees, they will end up adding to the educational disparity in the country as young men and women from lowermiddle and middle income households will find it difficult to attend universities. It is true that the higher education system, and even
the HEC, not only needs reform in the system but also in its ethos; cutting down on already meagre funding for public-sector
universities will only end up crippling the entire system. When it was elected to power, the PTI had promised to work towards
improving and increasing educational opportunities for young people, who make up the bulk of its support base. According to the
UNDP, 29pc of Pakistan‘s population — roughly 57m — is between the ages of 15 and 29. Perhaps the government should use this
crisis to sit down with academics and scholars and find ways to make universities financially and academically independent, and
free from political influence that becomes inevitable if institutions have to rely on periodic cash injections from those in power.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 15/09/2019)

Private schools fees
Parents who have enrolled their children in private schools of Punjab and Sindh can now breathe a sigh of relief as the Supreme
Court has struck down all excessive increases in fees being charged by private schools since the year 2017. In its verdict is sued
on Friday, a three-member bench of the top court noted that the fees collected by private schools since the mentioned year
would be recalculated by private school regulators in Punjab and Sindh provinces, and only the fees approved by them would be
treated as chargeable. All excess fees charged would be adjusted, according to the top court verdict.
The court was, however, not oblivious to the arguments made by the schools‘ representatives that their cost of doing business
witnesses annual growth under various heads while there is also a requirement for private busin esses to remain profitable to
ensure that they keep providing quality education — the primary reason why many parents opt to send their children to private
schools instead of those run by the government.
The court insisted that the schools had failed to empirically prove that the revenue caps were unreasonable. It may very well be
that many of the schools — especially the ones that target the elite — do not have any such reasonable justifications for the fees
they charge or the increase in the fees sought. The court further noted that the provincial government had failed to adequately
impose the regulations as well.
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Private education in Pakistan, even at the middle levels, is quite expensive. If a parent has more than one child admitted to
private institutions, the burden of fees can grow immensely. To add to this, many schools also charge auxiliary fees for several
expenses which are never included in the fee slips. All this adds greatly to the burden of the urban-dwelling middle-income
segment of the country which is more often reliant on stagnant salaries as its main source of income.
It is hoped that through these measures, private school owners will realise that perhaps they are working for a cause much
bigger than just money.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 15/09/2019)

Police use water cannon, tear gas to stop headmasters’ march on CM House in Karachi
Police on Sunday used a water cannon, tear gas and baton charge to stop protesting school headmasters from moving towards
Chief Minister House, said officials and witnesses.
Around 450 headmasters, including 100 women, arrived at the Karachi
Press Club on Sunday morning where they held a demonstration
demanding regularisation of their services.
The protesting headmasters contended that hundreds of teachers had been
recruited after they passed a mandatory test conducted by IBA Sukkur
around three years ago. They performed their services for two years and
later on, the government extended their contracts for one more year, but
their services were not being regularised or confirmed.
Protesters disperse after assurances, to meet education secretary today
A police source told Dawn that representatives of the Central Working Committee of IBA-passed Headmasters Sindh — Zakir
Husain Gopang, Haji Khan Rajpar and Farooq Azam Lakho — had submitted an application before deputy commissioner (South)
Syed Salahuddin stating that they wanted to hold a ‗peaceful‘ demonstration outside the KPC to press for the acceptance of their
demands.
They were allowed as protests/rallies are not banned outside the KPC, which is the main venue of such activities.
The protesters stayed there for several hours. However, at around 3pm, the headmasters announced that they would go to Chief
Minister House for staging a protest.
The police official said that they warned the teachers not to move further as Section 144 of the criminal procedure code had been
imposed in ‗red zone‘ besides it being a violation of their agreement that they would restrict their protest to the outside of the KPC.
The police said that the protesters did not pay heed to such warnings and started to move towards CM House, upon which the law
enforcers used a water cannon, tear gas and baton charge.
The headmasters allegedly pelted the police with plastic water bottles and stones.
―The police resorted to baton charge and used water cannon to disperse them,‖ said South SSP Sheeraz Nazeer.
The senior officer added that the police also detained ‗some headmasters‘.
The officer claimed that only one ‗headmaster‘ was injured, but when the police tried to take him to hospital in an ambulance for
treatment, the other teachers put up resistance.
A police source told Dawn that 19 headmasters had been detained.
Dr Seemin Jamali, executive director of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, told Dawn that they received five teachers for
treatment at its emergency department.
One of them sustained head injuries, but no one of them received any serious injury.
The injured were identified as Saqib, 35, Sajid Rao, 42, Mohammed Yunus, 34, Azfar Mohammed, 40, and Ghulam Nabi, 36.
After the police action, the protesting teachers staged a sit-in on Maulana Deen Mohammed Wafai Road at the main gate of the
YMCA ground. As a result, vehicular traffic was diverted to the adjoining roads.
Talks held
Later in the night, protesters dispersed after successful talks with district South administration and police, said South SSP Sheeraz
Nazeer.
It was agreed between the protesters and the officials that a meeting of teachers would be arranged with the secretary of education
on Monday for the acceptance of their demands. After the talks, all held teachers were released, added the senior officer.
The road blocked by the sit-in was also vacated and opened to traffic.
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(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 16/09/2019)

College student brings gun to school, opens fire at fellow student in Hyderabad
A local court in Hyderabad granted on Sunday one-day physical remand of a college student and two employees of a private
school in Kohsar in an incident of firing in the school. A-Section Police produced college student, Syed Haider Ali, Assistant
Admin Officer Aamir Sohail and Security In-charge Muhammad Abbass before civil judge and judicial magistrate XI.
The three were arrested on Saturday on the complaint of Munaf Ahmed Shaikh who registered an FIR against them as well as
the college‘s principal, Aalia Khalid, who evaded arrest. The FIR has been lodged under Sections 324, 201, 202 and 34 of the
Pakistan Penal Code (PPC).
According to Shaikh, Ali fought with his deceased elder brother‘s son, Muzamil Aftab, a class IX student in the same school, and
fired a gunshot at him but the bullet did not hit Aftab. The incident occurred on September 11.
―The principal called us to the school and said that Aftab had a fight with Ali and that we should take him home,‖ the compla inant
said, adding that they came to know about the firing incident later at home.
He alleged that the school principal and other relevant officers tried to hide the incident and when he requested for action
against Ali, they denied that any firing incident had happened.
Shaikh questioned how a student carried a pistol inside the school and used it as well when all students, teachers and staff have
to pass through a metal detector walk-through gate. ―The school management has tried everything to sweep the incident under
the rug,‖ he said. Sub-Inspector Mumtaz Thebo, In-charge of Airport Police check post, said that the police have also recovered
the pistol from Ali which was used in the incident.
Talking to the media in the court, Sohail and Abbass said it was not possible for them to check all students entering the school.
They said the walk-through gates beep for almost every student because their bags and uniform contain metal items.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 16/09/2019)

Sindh police thrashes teachers for ‘demanding job security’
Scores of headmasters, headmistresses and headteachers from public schools in Karachi and other parts of the province
clashed with the police on Sunday as they attempted to march toward the Chief Minister
(CM) House to register their protest against what they claimed was the government‘s highhandedness and apathy in regularising their appointments, even after two years of service.
The clash erupted as the protesting teachers, who had gathered outside the Karachi Press
Club (KPC), forced their way through the barricades set up by the police to march toward the
CM House. According to Saddar DSP Kunwar Asif, the teachers had only sought permission
to hold a peaceful protest outside the KPC, but when they started heading toward the CM
House, the police had to use water cannons and tear gas shells to stop them. ―The decision
was taken to maintain peace and ensure security,‖ said DSP Asif, adding that the teachers
who had been arrested would be released soon.
The protesters, on the other hand, lamented that they were only demonstrating for their due
rights, but the authorities had denied them the right to protest too. They pledged, however,
that they wouldn‘t leave until their demands were met.
The issue
The teachers, including women, held banners and shouted slogans against the provincial
government. They said that a test was conducted by the Government of Sindh through IBA
Sukkur in 2015 for the posts of headmasters and headmistresses. Subsequently, a
committee was formed by the chief secretary, which conducted interviews. Their degrees and
credentials were verified by the Higher Education Commission, while they also underwent a
14-day training course through SZABIST the provincial Institute of Teachers Education.
Appointment letters were issued to 957 candidates who cleared all the tests on a contractual
basis and the entire process of appointing the candidates was conducted on the orders of the
Sindh Chief Minister.
After their appointments, most teachers started serving in decrepit government schools, with
all their dedication and abilities, despite the lack of resources, said the protesters. A positive
educational environment has been given to these government schools, which has also been
recognised by the former minister for education Syed Sardar Ali Shah, Education Secretary
Qazi Shahid, multiple members of the assembly and the civil society, they added.
Certificates of appreciation were also awarded to the employees for their great performance. Former education minister Syed
Sardar Ali Shah and secretary Qazi Shahid had on multiple occasions assured the teachers that their jobs would be regularised ,
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but the contracts were extended for another year and a notification for their dismissal after the contract period was recently
issued.
―We reject this notification. The decision to dismiss us is a mental torture for us,‖ said Faiza Fatima, a headmistress from
Karachi. ―We are being continuously threatened by the education secretary through the media that we will be dismissed. Almost
5,000 posts are lying vacant in government schools in Sindh and they are trying to dismiss us without any reason,‖ she added.
Turab Ali Abro, a headmaster from Larkana, said, ―The Sindh government has appointed thousands of employees on contract
basis in the past and these employees have been regularised but we are being treated differently.‖ The main reason, he
claimed, was that they [teachers] had been appointed on the basis of merit and were struggling to improve the quality of
education in Sindh‘s public schools. ―We, the headmasters and headmistresses, members of civil society and social activists
from the whole province have gathered at KPC in great numbers to put our demands before the PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Sindh CM Syed Murad Ali Shah and School Education Secretary Qazi Shahid Parvez,‖ he remarked.
Several hours into the protest, when the teachers received no signal from the government, they started marching toward the CM
House. Police placed obstacles in their way to restrict them from advancing.
This was when clashes erupted between the protesters and the police, with the former resorting to baton-charge and using water
cannons to disperse the protesters. Several protesters were injured in the clash, while some of the women also fainted. The
injured were shifted to hospitals in ambulances while several teachers were arrested by the police.
The protesters warned that they would eventually enter the red zone and protest in front of the CM House if their demands were
not met. ―Government of Sindh wants to appoint uneducated headmasters through favouritism. The exploitation of merit should
be stopped and the trend to accept the demands after baton-charging and using water cannons at the protestors should also
end,‖ said Faiz Gul, who had come from Hyderabad.
Politicians express solidarity
Meanwhile, Pakistan Muslim League-Functional MPA Nusrat Sehar Abbasi, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA Raja Azhar Khan
and Jamaat-e-Islami leader Muhammad Hussain Mehanti also reached KPC to express support for the protestors. They assured
the protesters that they would raise the issue in the assembly and get it resolved.
After the clashes, the Additional Education Secretary summoned the protesters to his office to resolve the issue through
negotiations, on the directives of Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah. A five-member delegation of teachers went to the
Secretariat for negotiations.
The negotiations went on for three hours, after which, the five-member delegation announced that the talks had reached a
stalemate. Headmaster Akhtar Jabbar said that the authorities had agreed to release the arrested teachers, while their demand
for the regularisation of their jobs would be put before the education secretary the next day at 12pm. ―We have decided to go
back to KPC, where our sit-in will continue until our demands are met,‖ he said.
(By Rija Fatima The Express Tribune, 04, 16/09/2019)

Peira directed to implement SC ruling freezing school fees at Jan 2017 rates
A subcommittee of the National Assembly Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional Training on Monday directed
the Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority (Peira) to implement the Supreme Court ruling that decided that private
schools would charge monthly tuition fees in accordance with the baseline fee from January 2017.
The subcommittee, headed by MNA Ali Nawaz Awan, met at Parliament House with MNAs Sadaqat Abbasi, Nafeesa Khattak and
Mehnaz Akber Aziz also in attendance.
The subcommittee said the SC‘s landmark judgement had decided that private schools would charge fees in accordance with fees
in 2017, with a 5pc annual increase.
In a detailed judgement issued on Friday, the SC decided that private schools would charge the same fees as in January 2017.
Justice Ijazul Ahsan, who authored the judgement, also expressed concerns over reports that schools have raised fees excessively
since 2017.
The subcommittee directed for a compliance report to be submitted to it on Oct 10, and details of schools violating the court order
should be shared as well. Peira was also told to set up a grievance cell where parents could register complaints about schools.
NA subcommittee criticises Peira’s performance, directs authority to set up grievance cell for parents
Mr Awan also directed for a letter to be issued to all private schools immediately, directing them to follow the SC ruling and not to
take adverse action against students if their parents do not deposit the coming month‘s fees owing to technical issues, such as the
interpretation of the SC decision.
He also criticised Peira officials, saying that more than 250,000 students are enrolling in Islamabad‘s private schools but the
regulatory body has failed to deliver.
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The subcommittee directed Peira to map all schools situated in the capital so people can be informed of registered and unregistered
schools.
―We will not allow private schools to exploit parents. If the need arises, we will hold a public hearing where parents will be invited to
share their issues,‖ he said.
Mr Awan added: ―Peira should take steps to regulate private schools. Teachers should be hired and paid in accordance with the set
rules, and there should be effective parent-teacher associations in all schools.‖
The subcommittee said there is no personal issue with private schools, and no one could deny the contribution private schools have
made to the education sector to fill the gap created by the downfall of public sector schools. However, parliamentarians said all
private schools have to operate in accordance with rules and regulations.
Parents‘ representatives also spoke at the meeting, saying that Peira is responsible for ensuring that the fee vouches for the
upcoming month are in accordance with the fees from 2017.
―We have high hopes that Peira will protect the rights of parents. In case it cannot enforce its rules, this authority should be
abolished,‖ a parent said.
Acting Peira Chairman Syed Umair Javed assured the committee that the authority would implement its directives and take steps to
improve the authority‘s performance.
During the meeting, Ministry of Federal Education Additional Secretary Mohammad Saleem Ahmed Ranjha admitted that Peira
needs to improve and assured the committee he would play his role in this regard.
He said that after mapping all of the capital‘s private schools, Peria will upload these details on its website.
Parliamentary Secretary on Education Wajiha Akram briefed the committee on the ministry‘s initiatives to improve the education
sector.
Speaking earlier, Mr Awan said many students in the capital have had difficulty gaining admission into public sector schools and
colleges.
He said it is a good initiative to enrol out-of-school children in schools, but the Federal Directorate of Education should also take
care of students who have been trying to gain admission in various institutions, particularly model colleges.
Later, during a National Assembly session on Monday, Mr Awan and MNA Khurram Nawaz also moved a calling attention notice
inviting the minister of federal education‘s attention to this matter.
In response, Ms Akram told the house that students are admitted to institutions based on merit, but some institutions have capacity
issues.
(By Kashif Abbasi Dawn, 04 17/09/2019)

'Demands for Sindh police stations are replaced by demands for schools'
Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that he is witnessing a positive change in the people of Sindh as their
demands for police stations, water supply and sanitation and irrigation water have been replaced by the demands for the
establishment of new schools and up gradation of the existing ones.
―Seeing people‘s growing inclination, especially of those belonging to the rural areas, towards education, particularly femal e
education, is surprising,‖ he said on Tuesday, during the inaugural ceremony of Damba Village Government Secondary School
in Malir District. The CM was accompanied by the American Ambassador Paul W Jones on the occasion.
The school has been constructed under the Sindh Basic Education Program (SBEP), initiated with the grant of $155 million ,
provided by the USAID, to build schools in 10 districts of Sindh. Of the $155 million grant, $81 million has been appropriate d for
the construction of child-friendly schools in areas affected by the 2010 floods, while the remaining $74 million has been a llocated
for teachers‘ training, community mobilisation, capacity building of education officers, research studies, formulating polici es and
for providing one-time grants to 300 public schools in the province. The Sindh CM informed the participants of the ceremony that
the provincial government has also released $10 million for the establishment of Programme Management and Implementation,
for the overall management of SBEP.
He further revealed that of the total 106 schools, planned to be built under the programme, construction of 68 has been
completed while the remaining 38 are at different stages of construction. Out of the 68 completed schools, 43 have been hande d
over to seven Education Management Organisations under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, he said, adding that, the
furniture for these schools, however, has been provided by the government. CM Shah said that the construction of these school s
was started in November 2013 and the programme has been extended by two years to complete the co nstruction of the
remaining 38 schools.
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He expressed gratitude and thanked the US government, the American ambassador, American citizens and the USAID team for
working with the Sindh government for uplifting education in the province.
Addressing the ceremony, the CM said that about 10 years ago people used to demand police stations for their villages due to
the dismal law and order situation, for the construction of new roads and for the implementation of water supply schemes due to
the scarcity of drinking water in villages. But nobody ever demanded schools, he added. ―It was a depressing phase and it was
worrying,‖ said the CM.
According to him, things have changed drastically now. ―Wherever I go now, people demand school buildings, complain about
the absence of teachers and specifically ask for the up gradation of existing facilities and construction of new schools for
females.‖
Expressing gratification, he said, ―This is what I wanted. I wanted to witness the thirst for education among the people of Sindh
and now they have realised that education guarantees a brighter future for their children.‖
Specifically referring to the female students of class eight and nine at the Damba Village Government Secondary School, who
hosted the ceremony in three languages including English, Urdu, and Sindhi, the CM expressed pride and said, ―I am now
confident that our future is in safe hands.‖ He said that he sees them as ―Benazir Bhuttos of the future.‖
The American Ambassador, Jones, too addressed the ceremony and expressed happiness over female students in the village
confidently speaking in English. He appreciated Shah for taking a personal interest in improving the standard of education in
Sindh and said that the US government, as well as American people, will extend support to help improve education in the
province. Jones also reinforced the provincial government‘s approach to employing PPP model for improving education in Sindh.
―This method of school management has produced good results,‖ he said.
Earlier, CM Shah and Jones unveiled the plaque to inaugurate the newly constructed school.
Consul General of USA in Karachi, Robbert Silberstein, Education Secretary Ahsan Mangi, senior officers of the Sindh educatio n
department and management of USAID programme attended the ceremony.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 18/09/2019)

Varsity teachers across Sindh boycott classes
Academic activities in all public sector universities in the province were suspended on Tuesday as the teachers went on a full-day
boycott of classes in protest over the financial crisis plaguing the higher education
institutions.
The call for the boycott, given by the All Pakistan Universities Academic Staff Association
(Fapuasa), Sindh chapter, was backed by teachers‘ bodies on respective campuses.
―Unfortunately, there has been no response (to our boycott) either from the federal
government or the provincial government,‖ said Ghufran Alam, representing the Karachi
University Teachers Society (Kuts), when contacted late in the evening, adding that the
financial crisis universities were facing in Sindh had to do with both the federal and the
provincial governments.
Say more protests in the pipeline if state doesn’t address universities’ financial crisis
Explaining this point, he said while the provincial government had not released the amount yet to ensure timely payment of the PhD
allowance and the raise in staff salaries, the federal government-run Higher Education Commission (HEC) had slashed funding to
the universities by 10 per cent each, which meant Karachi University (KU) would be deprived of Rs100 million in the current budget.
―If this apathy persists, we plan to go on a two-day consecutive boycott on Sept 25 and Sept 26 and then on strike for an indefinite
period from Oct 1,‖ Mr Alam said, adding that the teachers at public sector universities across the country were keenly watching the
situation and may go for a country-wide shutdown.
The university teachers in Sindh have been raising alarm over the financial crisis for the past few months, initially holding a black
day, pressers and protest walks.
The decision to close universities, however, was taken last week at a meeting led by the Fapuasa Sindh chapter.
At the meeting, teachers demanded resignation of the HEC chairman who, they said, had failed to convince the federal government
about the growing financial needs of universities.
They also demanded that the decision to cut funding to the universities should be reversed and that the government redress
grievances of teachers on a priority basis.
They also called upon the government to restore the 75 per cent tax rebate, which used to be given in 2009 to teachers and
researchers.
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They also expressed concern over the prolonged delay the Sindh government was showing in the release of a grant as well as
required funds to pay the 15pc increase in salaries.
Asked about the loss of students due to the teachers‘ boycott, a Kuts member said universities were unable to deliver and provide
quality education and research opportunities to students in the absence of funds.
―We are neither getting the recurring grant nor the contingency grant. How can we deliver in these conditions? We are forced by the
government to take an extreme step. And, even if we keep the universities open, the institutions don‘t have the funds to ensure that
students, especially those engaged in science studies, are able to get basic lab facilities,‖ he said.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 15, 18/09/2019)

Private school regulation
A LARGE number of parents across the country must have heaved a sigh of relief after the Supreme Court decided to reset the fees
of private schools to what was being charged in January 2017. The 65-page verdict sets many precedents for the operation and
regulation of private schools, an issue that has so far been largely ignored by the government. The Supreme Court, in its verdict,
reflected public sentiment by declaring private schools to be businesses and subjecting them to regulation. The court also capped
the annual increase in fees at 5pc, subject to the approval of the regulatory authorities. Interestingly, private school regulatory
authorities have existed in all four provinces for many years, but up until now, they had appeared toothless in the face of large
educational corporations. With more than 23m children out of school, the right to free and compulsory education in Pakistan remains
a distant dream for many. The public education system, in its present state, only seems to benefit those whose livelihoods are
attached to it. After the passage of the 18th Amendment in 2010, it was hoped that decentralisation of education would improve its
management and service delivery, but the sector was seen to fall prey to the ‗foreign aid syndrome‘. The overall development of
schools, teachers and curricula was relinquished for short-term projects that contributed little towards educating the children of the
poor.
It was no surprise then that the private education sector grew and came to the rescue of children from lower-middle and middleclass families. It is understandable that the provision of education by private institutions incurs a significant cost, especially in an
inflated economy like Pakistan‘s. However, when profits earned are drastically higher than the costs — such as an arbitrary increase
of up to more than 30pc in a single academic year — it is no less than blatant exploitation. The Supreme Court, through its verdict,
has outlined the parameters of preventing this exploitation and put the onus of regulation back on the government‘s shoulders.
(By Editorial Dawn, 06, 18/09/2019)

In Sindh, disqualified professor appointed to key position
After the provincial anti-corruption department submitted an inquiry report about the rampant corruption and nepotism at the
Government Degree Science and Commerce College, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, a new case of corruption and nepotism has surfaced
within the Sindh education department.
The government has recently appointed Professor Hafiz Abdul Bari Indhar as the director-general of government colleges in
Karachi – a person who had been dismissed from his post as the regional director of Sindh College Education Department,
Sukkur, over allegations of corruption.
The post of director-general had been lying vacant for the past several months. An official notification regarding his new
appointment has also been issued. To reinstate Professor Bari, the Sindh government has transferred Professor Syed Majid Ali,
who was working as the acting director-general.
Professor Bari‘s appointment surprised many people in the department as numerous complaints related to corruption were filed
against him during his tenure. He was dismissed at the recommendation of former Sindh secretary colleges Lubna Salahuddin,
together with the continuous protests registered by Sindh professors and lecturers association against him.
In her recommendation letter written on July 12, 2018, a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune, Salahuddin
addressed the Sindh chief secretary and advised the immediate dismissal of Hafiz Abdul Bari.
Speaking on Bari‘s disqualification, Salahuddin quoted the then deputy commissioner of Sukkur and wrote that Bari had political
affiliations and misused his authority by getting involved in illegal activities. Per the letter, the SSP special branch Sukk ur also
confirmed the news.
Mobin Ahmed Jatoi, a National Assembly candidate from NA-207 Sukkur, said that Bari was dismissed on the charges of being
involved in corrupt practices and professional dishonesty. Moreover, numerous written complaints were registered against him,
after which a departmental inquiry was launched.
As a result of the complaints, the then chief sectary of Sindh recommended that Hafiz Abdul Bari should be transferred and
barred from holding any administrative or financial position for at least three years. However, nearly after a year, he has been
given the charge of regional director of the government colleges in Karachi because of his outreach and influence.
Regarding the issue, the acting Sindh director-general of colleges Professor Abdul Hameed Chandar claimed that he had not
recommended the appointment of Hafiz Abdul Bari but the Colleges Secretary himself conducted the interviews.
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Regarding the Gulshan College corruption case, he said that he had submitted the inquiry report to the college‘s secretary, b ut
he has not received a response yet.
―As soon as the report is received, action against the college administration will be taken as per the directives of the coll ege‘s
secretary,‖ he said.
The secretary of the college education department Rafiq Ahmed could not be reached since his phone was switched off.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 19/09/2019)

Govt trying to introduce uniform education system, says minister
Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood said on Wednesday that the government was trying to
bridge differences among the provinces to develop a uniform system of education in the country
as this sector should be free from politics.
He said this while speaking at the inauguration ceremony of the National Institute of Virology
(NIV) held at the International Centre for Chemical and Biological Sciences (ICCBS), Karachi
University.
Established at the Panjwani Centre for Molecular Medicine and Drug Research, part of ICCBS,
the virology facility is the first of its kind in the country having state-of-the-art instruments to
conduct scientific investigations into infectious diseases.
The minister highlighted key features of the government‘s educational policy and said it aimed at introducing a uniform system of
education that could help bridge the growing gulf between the haves and have-nots in society and bring provinces closer.
A state-of-the-art institute of virology to conduct scientific investigations into infectious diseases opens at KU
―The government has taken major steps towards introducing a uniform syllabus in the country and working on several projects to
enhance the quality of education in all faculties,‖ he said.
The minister also talked about the government‘s commitment towards higher education institutions and said it realised the
importance of research and development and had allocated Rs59 billion for higher education.
He appreciated the establishment of the NIV and said that this modern institution dedicated to investigate viral diseases would play
a key role in the prevention and treatment of viral diseases in the country.
―This is an important achievement given the fact that a number of viral diseases have emerged as major challenges for our existing
public health system,‖ he said.
Need for a virology centre
Experts at the event informed the audience that Pakistan was the fifth most populated country in the world with high mortality rates
for both communicable and non-communicable diseases.
Aggravating the situation further, they said, were the emerging strains of infectious diseases that were playing havoc with the public
health system.
To mitigate the risks associated with life-threatening pathogens, they said, it was imperative to have a solid understanding of the
viruses involved in the outbreak of these disorders and devise preventive and remedial measures accordingly.
They referred to the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses, which had listed around 5,450 different viruses. These
caused many major illnesses ranging from common cold, influenza, measles, diarrhoea, hepatitis, rabies, dengue fever, polio,
smallpox and AIDS. Even some forms of cancer like cervical cancer and liver cancer were caused by certain viruses called the
oncoviruses.
―Treating viral diseases through vaccination is an established mode of prevention but treating these maladies through the
development of antiviral drugs is a relatively recent practice.
―The goal of this virology centre will be to develop new vaccines, antiviral therapies and related diagnostic tools. On the basis of its
findings, the centre will devise a strategy to cope with viral diseases and build a rapid response system to deal with any outbreak,‖
said Dr Saba while reading out a message from Nadira Panjwani, the chairperson of the Dr Panjwani Memorial Trust.
ICCBS director Prof Iqbal Choudhary also shed light on the need to have a virology centre in the country and said tackling viral
diseases had become a serious challenge in Pakistan, a country with one of the highest prevalence of hepatitis in the world, causing
considerable mortality and morbidity.
―Then, there is polio, a disease which has become a matter of national esteem as the entire world, except Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Nigeria, has successfully eliminated it,‖ he said.
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The new facility, he noted, would contribute towards knowledge, policy and practice and help improve public health system capacity
in the country.
Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rahman, the chairman of the prime minister‘s task force on science and technology, said significant investments
worth billions of rupees were being made in a multitude of projects related to agriculture, artificial intelligence, nanotechnology,
industrial biotechnology, space sciences, etc.
Talking about ICCBS, he said that this research establishment received international recognition due to its competent faculty,
qualified technicians, bright students and public-private partnerships.
KU‘s acting Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Khalid Mehmood Iraqi commended the staff involved in setting up NIV and said it would
strengthen national capacity in the field of virology.
Saman Aziz Jamal, in her speech, said that HEJ Foundation had established three world-class science institutions at the ICCBS,
apart from providing continuous help to the HEJ scientists, as well as establishing several industry-related laboratories.
The most recent contribution of the foundation is the establishment of the Latif Ebrahim Jamal Nanotechnology Research Institute,
to be inaugurated soon, she told the audience.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 15, 19/09/2019)

Lyari Literature Festival opens amid music and dance
The Lyari Literature Festival, first of its kind in Lyari, commenced on Saturday at Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University (BBSU).
The two-day event opened with a screening of the documentary, Gwadar: The Thirst is On Going. Reflecting the spirit of Lyari,
the event was punctuated with theatrical and musical performances. It inaugurated with a Dhol Rasoora performance with
musician, Mumtaz Sabzal, cutting the ribbon.
The first day of festival featured various panel discussions. The first panel comprised of Shaheera Jalil Albasit, Ellahi Baksh
Baloch, Mahira Ahmed Miyanji and Imtiaz Bhugio, who spoke on the possibilities and problems of education in Lyari. The panel
was moderated by Saqib Haroon.
A first year intermediate student, Sabina Brohi, said that this kind of festival provided an effective platform to highlight different
cultures and traditions. ―Students who are artists have been given the opportunity to present their ideas, ‖ she said. Over 29 stalls
were set-up at the event. These included book stalls featuring Urdu, Sindhi, Balochi, Punjabi and English books, as well as
others with Peshawari sandals, ajraks, purses, paintings, traditional clothes, among other things, on dis play.
―This is the first time that a festival on such big scale has been set-up in Lyari. We have gotten the chance to acquaint ourselves
with different cultures,‖ said Urooj Brohis, a 10th grade student. As at other literary festivals across the country, various artists
showcased their talents. A boxing ring at the event, however, set the Lyari Literature Festival apart as it highlighted Lyari ‘s
association with sports. Males and females both participated in the boxing contests among students of BBSU and other
educational institutions.
The event also featured Qawwali by the Hamza Brothers and a performance by classical dancers, Sikandar Sanam and
Sumaira. The latter is a resident of Ibrahim Hyderi. The event will continue today (Sunday).
(By Rija Fatima The Express Tribune, 04, 22/09/2019)

In Sindh, public universities turn to private banks for loans
As the federal government slashed billions of rupees from the higher education budget for the year 2019-2020, together with the
non-issuance of grants by the Sindh government from the allocated educational budget, several public universities have been
forced to take loans from private banks to manage their administrative and educational affairs.
At least four public universities in the province, including Sindh University Jamshoro, Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai University,
Khairpur, Quaid-e-Awam University of Engineering, Science and Technology, Nawabshah and Sindh Agriculture University,
Tando Jam have recently obtained millions of rupees in loans from private banks to disburse salaries to teachers and employee s
as well as pay utility bills and bear miscellaneous administrative expenses.
Even those universities that have not yet turned to private banks for loans are suffering due to the lack of funds. According to
sources, the University of Karachi (UoK) has halted the procurement of chemicals and computers for the Science Department
and the payment of water bills among other dues.
The withheld dues are being used to pay the salaries and the pensions of employees, together with several utility bills while
college funds are being utilised to run the first-ever government varsity set up in Hyderabad – the Government College
University Kali Mori – and for the first time, admissions in the varsity are being conducted without any university funds from the
government.
After the federal government cut down the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan‘s (HEC) budget by near ly Rs7 billion, a 1011 per cent deduction was consequently made in Sindh‘s educational budget. The federal government issued Rs59 billion in
non-development grant for the recurring budget of the government varsities. Last year, this grant was slightly hig her than Rs65
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billion. While the federal government increased the salaries of government employees by 10 per cent, the provincial governmen t
of Sindh decided to increase the salaries by 15 per cent.
With the first quarter of the new fiscal year almost coming to an end, the Sindh government has still failed to issue the budget
based on special grants to public universities, meanwhile, the government has increased the PhD grant for the teachers at
government universities from Rs10,000 to Rs25,000 per month.
Teachers’ strike
To top it off, the teachers and employees of government universities have started demanding their respective managements to
increase their annual salaries in line with the increment announced by the Sindh government. To this end, the Fede ration of All
Pakistan Universities Academic Staff Association (FPUASA) – the representative entity for the teachers of government varsities
– called for a strike on September 25 and 26 to protest against the federal government, the HEC and the Sindh gover nment.
The Karachi University Teachers Society (KUTS) President Professor Anila Amber Malik, who is also the leader of FPUASA, told
The Express Tribune that a new strategy will be decided on Oct 1, adding that the government teachers in Sindh are likely t o
boycott academic activities for an indefinite period.
―The FPUASA seeks the dismissal of the HEC Chairman Dr Tariq Banori on priority basis since he has completely failed to
resolve the issues of public-sector universities,‖ she said.
Speaking on the worst-ever financial crisis in its history, Sindh University Jamshoro Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr Fateh Burfat
confirmed the news and explained the university received reduced funding in June and July.
―We have issued a notification for the increase of teachers‘ and staffers‘ salaries, which were supposed to be effective from
July,‖ Dr Burfat said.
He added that the PhD allowance is adding an additional burden of nearly Rs35 million. Similarly, the MPhil allowance was
increased from Rs5000 to Rs12,500, which the university is unable to bear. ―With these decisions, the Sindh government has
burdened us with billions of rupees on an annual basis,‖ Dr Burfat lamented.
FPUASA Sindh Chapter‘s Secretary and the teacher‘s society leader at Shah Latif University K hairpur Professor Ikhtiar
Ghoomro also confirmed that his varsity took a loan from a bank. ―The university‘s management did not pay the employees,
even on Eid holidays, while those hired on fixed contracts have not been paid for the past three months,‖ Gho omro said.
He added that the payment of bills of various services has also been halted for the past six months. ―To make matters worse, the
university has also reached its limit to apply for more loans. Therefore, the Sindh government must release the spe cial grant to
take the varsity out of the crisis,‖ he said.
The Express Tribune also tried to contact Shah Latif University Khairpur Vice-Chancellor Dr Parveen Shah but she did not
respond.
Similarly, the Vice-Chancellor of Government College University Hyderabad Kali Mori, Dr Nasiruddin Sheikh shared that no fund
has yet been received by the Sindh government to release to the universities which are currently under financial duress.
―After the approval of the syndicates, admissions in eight various departments are being initiated. I have made a
recommendation to transfer the college funds to the university,‖ he said.
―The annual college fund stands at Rs200 million while the Sindh government has sought Rs350 million.‖
According to a source working for Karachi University, the monthly total bill of Rs5 million has not been paid to the Karachi Water
and Sewerage Board (KWSB) for the past six months and the amount has now surpassed over Rs60 million. Moreover, the
salaries for the past month were paid by suspending the dues of various procurements standing at Rs75 million.
―The fund given by donors is being utilised to pay salaries and electricity bills. The procurement of air -conditioners and
computers for the Computer Science Department has been stopped,‖ the source said.
According to the source, the monthly expenditure of the varsity to compensate for pension and salaries stands at Rs295 millio n.
Out of the total annual expense of the varsity, which stands at Rs5.5 billion, only Rs1.7 billion has been r eleased to the
university after the deduction of the HEC grant.
When approached, the Secretary Universities and Boards, Muhammad Riazuddin said that efforts are afoot to provide the
amount to the university.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 24/09/2019)

Teachers boycott classes in public sector universities of Sindh
Teachers at a number of public sector universities in the province boycotted classes on Wednesday over a financial crisis that has
plagued the higher education institutions.
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The boycott of classes will also continue on Thursday (today).
The call for the boycott was given by the Federation of All Pakistan Universities Academic Staff Association (Fapuasa),Sindh
chapter. It was backed by teachers at Karachi University, Sindh University, Shah Abdul Latif University, Mehran University of
Engineering and Technology, Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam, Quaid-iAwam University Nawabshah and Dawood University
of Engineering and Technology.
At some institutions, such as the NED University of Engineering and Technology and Jinnah Sindh Medical University, classes were
already off due to vacations.
`No government official has contacted us yet, forcing us to continue with our boycott, said Dr Naik Mohammad Sheikh, who heads
the Sindhchapter ofFapuasa.
He added that the association would hold a meeting and a press conference on Thursday (today) in Karachi on its future line of
action.Regretting the government`s lack of interest in the matter, he said it seemed that the government was focused towards
matters it considered more important than education.
`On the one hand, the federal government-run Higher Education Commission has reduced funding to universities and on the other
the provincial government hasn`t yet released any grant to public sector universities,` he said, arguing that after the 18th
Amendment provinces also needed to contribute their share to the cause of higher education.
When asked how universities are managing the financial crisis, he said universities were in no position to pay the 15 per cent raise
the government had announced in salaries.
`Some institutions have gotten loans from banks. But, this is not a sustainableway to run universities, which should be financially
supported by the government, he said, adding that some banks had refused to grant loans to universities.
He questione d how the country would compete with other nations when universities had no funds to pay salaries to the staff, to
engage in research and provide quality education.
He urged the media to highlight this serious matter so that the government could take notice of it.
University teachers in Sindh have been raising alarm over the financial crisis for the past few months and they initially held a black
day, pressers and protest walks.
The decision to close universities, however, was taken over a week ago at a meeting led by Fapuasa`s Sindh chapter. The first
boycott was held on Sept 17.
(By Our Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 26/09/2019)

Education emergency: Sindh’s education promise shattered by the report card
Sindh‘s public sector education appears to be in a state of collapse. The annual matriculation results for Karachi are out an d
students from government schools seem to have performed appallingly.
A total of 110,924 students from both private and government schools cleared the matric science examination, according to dat a
obtained by The Express Tribune from the Board of Secondary Education Karachi (BSEK). Of those, only 10,085 students or a
mere nine per cent belonged to government schools.
The startling performance is despite the billions of rupees the Sindh government has poured into public sector education.
Provincial authorities may have provided free textbooks and other benefits to students studying at government schools, but the
standard of education they receive still seems to be severely lacking.
The results appear even more alarming when examining the breakdown of grades the passing studen ts attained. Of the almost
111,000 students that cleared the matric science exam, a mere 1.7 per cent were able to achieve an A1 grade. Only 11 per cent
secured an A grade while 27.4 per cent secured B and 37.6 per cent secured C grades. The percentage of students who
received a D grade is 21.5 per cent and 0.6 per cent of the passing students obtained an E grade.
Even here, the performance of government school students was significantly worse than private school students. Of the 5,206
boys and 10,688 girls who achieved an A1 grade, only 26 boys and 148 girls – roughly one per cent – belonged to government
schools. Similarly, of the 13,329 boys and 17,279 girls who secured an A grade, only 258 boys and 852 girls studied at
government schools.
Only 931 boy and 1,836 girls from government schools were able to attain a B grade while 2,204 boys and 1,593 girls from
government schools secured a C grade. Meanwhile, 2,175 government school students – 1,822 boys and 353 girls – passed the
matric science exam with a D grade. Of the 171 students who received an E grade, 61 – 57 boys and four girls – belonged to
government schools.
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A total of 161,882 students from 288 government schools and 6,949 private schools in Karachi appeared for the matric science
exams, according to BSEK figures. It was unclear as to how many of them in total belonged to private and public sector institutes
till the filing of this report.
The BSEK results are not the only development that point to an education emergency in Sindh. A recent entr y test conducted by
one of Pakistan‘s top engineering schools also exposed how low the standard of education provided by the provincial
government‘s education boards really is.
No education board from Sindh, save for BSEK, could manage more than a 37 per c ent success rate in the NED University of
Engineering and Technology entry test. In comparison, students of the federal, Cambridge and Aga Khan boards had a more
than 70 per cent success rate in the exam.
Educators in Sindh have blamed the dismal performance of public sector government institutes in various standardised tests and
examinations on an outdated curriculum. For instance, it emerged earlier that the computer science textbooks being taught to
students appearing in this year‘s matric examinations featured information that was obsolete by roughly 20 years.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 07/10/2019)

AQIS in Karachi
ACTS of terrorism in the country‘s urban centres are certainly down, especially as compared to the situation a few years ago.
However, this does not mean that the threat of militancy has been vanquished and the security apparatus can rest easy.
As reported in this paper on Tuesday, according to the Sindh police‘s Counter-Terrorism Department, a ―splinter cell‖ associated
with Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent is ―regrouping‖ in Karachi. The militants, it was said, had apparently returned from
Afghanistan and were planning to activate sleeper cells in the metropolis. As Tuesday‘s deadly bombing in Quetta demonstrates,
the militants are on the lookout for soft targets and can strike whenever they have an opportunity to do so.
It should be remembered that before the militant threat was dealt several blows through a combination of military operations (eg
Zarb-i-Azb) and police action in the cities, acts of terrorism had become a frequent, unfortunate part of life in Pakistan. Mosques,
markets, schools and political rallies were all attacked by extremist killers, resulting in a high number of casualties and sending a
wave of fear across the nation.
Thankfully, the situation has changed for the positive, though in the recent past, several attempts have been made to sabotage the
relative stability in the country, such as the Kuchlak mosque bombing in August. The key, as experience shows, is to conduct
intelligence-based operations and bust terrorist groups before they can carry out acts of violence.
In this regard, the Sindh CTD has done well to raise a red flag about the presence of AQIS in Karachi; now the security agencies
must step into high gear and bust the cell before it is able to carry out acts of mayhem.
Militants may be keeping quiet, but this does not mean that they have abandoned their violent ways. For example, sectarian groups
have also reared their ugly head, as a number of targeted killings in Karachi have recently indicated. But with a combination of good
intelligence and law enforcement, these violent actors can be countered and put out of business.
The National Action Plan remains a workable solution to uproot terrorism from Pakistan, and needs to be implemented with full
force.
This country has suffered much due to years of the state ignoring the terrorist threat. Now when the situation is relatively better, the
state must prevent new threats from emerging, and neutralise the remnants of old militant outfits.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 16/10/2019)

Future of girl students uncertain in Siraj Ahmed Goth
It takes Hafiza 30 minutes to walk to school with her best friend every day. Both girls hope to complete their MBBS and become
doctors. They want to earn for their family, they say, and walk around in white lab coats.
Their dream, however, might never come true. Currently, both are in the sixth grade. By the time
they reach the eighth grade, their teacher said, they might not have a school to go to.
―In Siraj Ahmed Goth and neighbouring areas, there is no functional secondary or higher
secondary school for girls,‖ the teacher elaborated. ―If you want to study further, you will have to
study with boys. But even if the families agree to let their daughters study in the same school as
boys, there is another problem: most schools in Siraj Ahmed Goth, Kamal Khan Jokhio Goth,
Jamshoro and surrounding areas do not have enough teachers,‖ the teacher added.
Textbook problem
According to Haroon Baloch, a teacher at the Kamal Khan Jokhio Secondary School, around 90 per cent of girls in Kathore do not
complete their secondary or higher secondary education.
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―There are no schools for girls in these areas. In 2010, we allowed them to study at the boys‘ secondary school that made little
difference. We don‘t have teachers for every subject or required number of classrooms. How will we accommodate girls from this or
other villages. Many young girls who come to study here travel a long distance. It is not fair to them,‖ he said.
Area has no functional secondary or higher secondary school for girls
―Where are the girls supposed to go to after fifth or eighth grade? They do not have access to basic education or facilities here; yet
those in power have built a degree college for women next to our school. Who is going to enroll in that college when only a handful
of girls manage to complete their matriculation?‖ he wondered.
Talking about the situation in Siraj Ahmed Goth, Abdul Qayyum, who teaches English at the school, described the state of education
as terrible.
―The problem of ghost teachers and schools is real. The education department has tried to combat this via biometric verification
which helps the government map schoolteachers and compile their information on a central database,‖ he said. ―But it has made
transfers difficult. Earlier, if a teacher was not showing up for work, we could complain to our superior and he would take it up with
the department. Now we have to wait forever to be heard,‖ he added.
―The problem is that there isn‘t just one issue. There are so many. We have been in talks with the education department since 2005
to upgrade the school. On paper, we are a higher secondary school, but in reality we are trying our best to give children of varying
ages the best education that we can offer,‖ he said, while talking to Dawn.
―My students come from a mix of Sindhi and Baloch background. They are brilliant. It is interesting to see how they pick up words
and use them in their daily vocabulary,‖ he said, with a sense of pride. Walking around the school during recess, Mr Qayyum
pointed to a building a few feet away.
―This is our oldest block. It was probably built in 1975 or even earlier. We currently use it for pre-nursery and nursery children. As we
do not have teachers we had to outsource women from the community. We got lucky and a few girls who had studied here,
volunteered to help us,‖ he explained.
Talking about the dilapidated condition of the school building, Mr Qayyum regretted that over the past few years they had to close
some classrooms.
―Pieces of ceiling keep falling. Even in this room you can see the cracks. You know what happened six years ago? The class was in
the middle of an Urdu lesson, which is still visible on the blackboard, when chunks of the ceiling fell. Thankfully, no one was hurt,‖ he
shared the details of the mishap.
However, MPA Saleem Baloch claimed that the situation was not so bad. ―The government boys‘ school in Kamal Khan Jokhio is for
both — boys and girls. We also have schools in other goths. There‘s also a TCF [The Citizens Foundation] school and Quaid-iAzam public school on the link road,‖ he said.
―Building a college in Kamal Khan Goth doesn‘t mean that it is just for this goth. It is for anyone in the 20km radius. You know young
girls come here to study from Jamshoro as we are right on the border of both cities. I think this college will be beneficial to many
young women in this part Karachi,‖ he explained.
He said there was a desperate need for a women‘s college in this neighbourhood.
Talking to Dawn about the state of girls education in the country, Human Rights Watch‘s Saroop Ijaz said: ―Pakistan has chronically
underinvested in education for decades. Unesco guidelines say countries should spend four to six per cent of their GDP on
education; Pakistan spends less than 2.8pc.‖
(By Tooba Masood Dawn, 03, 17/10/2019)

ADB approves $75m loan for improvement in Sindh's secondary education sector
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $75 million loan for a project that will help improve the quality, accessibil ity,
and gender responsiveness of the secondary education system and infrastructure in the province of Sindh, home to Pakistan‘s
financial centre of Karachi.
It took the ADB more than two years to approve the small-scale project.
According to an October 2017 proposed project datasheet, at least 4.9 million children, between the ages of 10 and 16 years,
are out of school in Sindh. The enrolment rate of grades 9 and 10 in Sindh currently stands at 25%, which is significantly lo wer
than the average of 62% for lower-middle-income countries.
As many as 31% of grade 5 public school students drop out before middle school. There are wide disparities in access to
schooling across gender, geography, and socio-economic quintiles in Sindh. The net enrolment rate for girls at the lower
secondary level was 20% in 2015 – nine percentage points below that for boys – while the gap in literacy rate for girls and boys
aged between the ages of 15 and 24 years was 17 percentage points. Public girls‘ schools make up just 33% of all public high
schools in the province.
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Pakistan has 22.8 million out-of-school children, 28% of whom are in Sindh. The province also has the second-lowest gross
enrollment ratio and net enrollment rates at all education levels in the country.
The roadmap
The secondary education sector faces challenges ranging from outdated and dilapidated infrastructure, lack of access to
schooling – particularly for girls – and poor teaching and learning quality, especially for core subjects including language,
mathematics, and science.
―Given the province‘s strategic location, economic importance and young workforce, Sindh has the potential to transform itsel f
into a key driver of economic growth and development in Pakistan,‖ said ADB Principal Education Specialist for Cen tral and
West Asia, Norman Larocque.
―Efforts to improve the education system and infrastructure in the province are important to ensuring that graduates have the
necessary knowledge and skills to contribute productively to the country‘s growth and development.‖
The Sindh Secondary Education Improvement Project will finance the construction of around 160 new secondary school blocks
within the existing government school compounds, largely in 10 districts in southern Sindh. The new blocks will feature gende rresponsive features such as separate sanitation facilities and separate prayer rooms for females. They will also be fitted wi th
solar power. Secondary school blocks will be managed by private partners under the government‘s education management
organisations programme.
The project will also improve teaching capacity in five key subjects, namely English, mathematics, biology, chemistry, and
physics, through the introduction of a teacher training and mentoring program using information and communication te chnology
and state-of-the-art laboratory equipment in selected schools.
The province‘s secondary education examination system will be improved by increasing its emphasis on critical thinking throug h
the provision of new technology and by capacity development for examination board assessors and staff.
The total cost of the project stands at $82.5 million, with the Government of Pakistan contributing $7.5 million. The project is
expected to be completed by the end of 2025.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 29/10/2019)

Around 12 students affected as gas shell falls near school during police training
Around a dozen schoolchildren were affected by tear-gas shelling and smoke coming from the Razzaqabad police training centre
during training of policemen on Thursday, officials said.
The condition of two girls was stated to be serious.
DIG East Amir Farooqi told Dawn that police trainees were getting anti-riot training of how to fire tear-gas shells at the Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto police training centre on the National Highway. Apparently because of the wind direction, gas fumes swept into a
nearby school.
Police officials promise to review training strategy to avert such incidents
Some children, aged from eight to 10, got breathing problems and a few of them started vomiting. They were taken to hospital and
after first aid, most of them were discharged.
Shah Latif Town SHO Rana Maqsood said that Amna, 13, and Samreen, 14, were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre
for further treatment as their condition was ―serious‖.
He added that around a dozen children were affected, who were immediately rescued by the police and water was given to them.
The incident triggered anger among the teachers, area residents and students, who held a protest demonstration there. The police
and training centre officials met the protesters and assured them of proper treatment of the children and preventing such incidents in
the future.
It also prompted the higher authorities to take notice.
DIG (training) Zulfiqar Larik in a statement said that a gas shell was carried by the strong winds coming from the opposite direction
and it landed outside the centre near the school.
The DIG promised to review the training strategy and make foolproof arrangements in future to avert such incidents.
Man found murdered
A man was found murdered in Sohrab Goth on Thursday, police said.
They added that the body of the man, identified as Ahmed Ali, was found on an empty plot near his home in Noor Khan Goth.
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Area SHO Ghulam Rasool Siyal said the victim, a labourer, lived with his family there. The murder appeared to be an outcome of
some personal enmity.
The police registered a case against unknown suspects.
Woman died from consuming poison
A 26-year-old woman died from consuming a poisonous substance in Gulistan-i-Jauhar on Thursday, police said.
They added that Ms Arifa took the substance at Jauhar Mor. She was taken to a nearby private hospital, where she was pronounced
dead.
Sharea Faisal SHO Sarwar ‗Commando‘ said the relatives of the woman told the police that she had committed ―suicide‖ over some
domestic issues. However, they took away the body without allowing the police to fulfil legal formalities.
(By Newspaper Staff‘s Reporter Dawn, 15, 01/11/2019)

Education story
HAVE you ever thought about how telling your child a story is the first step towards lifelong literacy? Stories are narratives that we
construct to understand the world around us; we tell our children stories to help them grow and
learn; we pass on knowledge, history and culture on to future generations through stories.
Storytellers and stories are teachers when we absorb what wisdom they offer.
It is clear that Pakistani children need more stories, embedded in a sound curriculum and a
safe environment that gets children excited about learning. But how to get them to read more
books, when schools seem unable to impart even the basics of reading and writing?
Alarmed by the ―current, failed method‖ of teaching Urdu which schoolchildren found
burdensome and outdated, writer and publisher Musharraf Ali Farooqi developed the Unesco-approved Kahani se Kitab Tak
programme to introduce Pakistani children to Urdu, ranging from folklore to classical literature, through a series of age-appropriate
books for primary, middle school and high school students.
Primary school children study a picture book; middle school children get the same story in the form of a chapter book, and high
school students read the original text, with annotations, learning proverbs, idioms and expressions of Urdu. Children learn
vocabulary, then how to make their own stories, developing their own cognitive abilities. Their language skills grow hand in hand
with a grasp of our local body of literature, which is rich and unique to our part of the world.
It is clear that Pakistani children need more stories.
Farooqi then created the StoryKit programme in 2015; he further developed the programme as a Harvard fellow in 2017. Story Kit
sends storytellers into schools in underserved areas and brings the books into the children‘s lives in a direct manner, instilling a love
of Urdu language and literature in schoolchildren. I was privileged to watch a StoryKit session at the Government Girls School in
Gizri, PT Colony, where a storybook called Podna aur Podni was read aloud to 25 Class 6 students by Maham Zehra, who works
with StoryKit. Through a spirited re-enactment of the story, getting the children to come to the front of the class and act out their own
scenes, and lots of laughter, the girls heard a story, learned some vocabulary, and had fun together.
At the end of the session they each got a copy of the book kit, which included the book, a game, and a link to an audio version of the
story they could access on a mobile phone. Those books and games will go on to benefit not just the girls in the class but their
siblings, too, and will be passed around the community to children who don‘t get the chance to go to school.
Horror stories about government schools abound: run-down, unsafe facilities, including no electricity or water, ghost schools where
neither students nor teachers show up, corporal punishment, and corruption and mismanagement, never mind an ineffective
curriculum and antiquated learning methods. These aren‘t just stories; they are the reality of our education system today. The
government has been frantically trying to reform this system in light of the global educational SDGs and MDGs, which Pakistan
keeps missing because of a combined lack of will, resources, and effort.
Some government schools, especially the ones that have been adopted by TCF or other private organisations, are thriving, while
others are places you wouldn‘t send your worst enemies to. The school I went to was clean and well-maintained, although
overburdened, with eight separate schools operating in two shifts, morning and evening, out of the same building. The principal, a
government officer who had been recently promoted from teaching high school, had clearly set the tone for the school‘s
performance, with daily inspections, the careful logging of teacher and student attendance, and personal involvement with the
teachers and classrooms.
The school has been benefiting from the Badal Do programme, a consortium of seven organisations working together to train
teachers to become better educators, using creative and interactive methods to make classrooms more diverse and tolerant spaces.
This collective believes that the change in the education system starts with teachers, who are woefully under-supported in their
work. Though they have only managed to reach 20 schools so far, the organisation hopes through private sponsorship to work with
300 schools by the year 2020.
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The government has recognised that it doesn‘t have the resources or workforce to fix Pakistan‘s broken education system. A mix of
public-private partnership between the government and the private sector is the solution that civic bodies, concerned with the state
of education in Pakistan, have engineered. Their expertise, experience and experimentation is what will write the story of Pakistan‘s
education system. Our children are depending on our vision, our support and our perseverance for that elusive happy ending.
(By Bina Shah Dawn, 09, 03/11/2019)

Sindh’s higher education sector hostage to one man’s whims
The recent move to transfer Muhammad Riazuddin from the post of Sindh Higher Education Secretary and depute Mohammad
Hussain Syed in his stead raised several eyebrows, not least because of the haste in which the transfer was undertaken.
According to an official working with the Sindh Higher Education Commission (SHEC), Riazuddin was sent packing from the
commission after a heated exchange with the commission‘s chairman, Dr Asim Hussain – a close aide of former president Asif
Ali Zardari – over the appointment of the SHEC executive director. The SHEC is part of the Universities and Board Department,
whose secretary was, until recently, also supposed to serve as the SHEC secretary.
―Some time ago, the chief minister, on the recommendation of Dr Asim, appointed Prof Dr Samreen Hussain as acting vice chancellor of the Begum Nusrat Bhutto University for Women, Sukkur,‖ said the official, who spoke to The Express Tribune on
condition of anonymity.
The varsity in question is still under construction, which raised several questions about the need to appoint a vice -chancellor.
Dr Samreen, who is also a member of the SHEC, was previously affiliated with Ziauddin University. The latter is currently facing
a corruption reference worth Rs460 billion in the accountability court.
―Now, Dr Asim wanted to appoint Dr Samreen, as executive director of the commission,‖ said the official, adding that the
secretary had bluntly refused to finalise her name for the search committee, which is why he was removed from the post.
Carving out a post
The original ‗Sindh Higher Education Commission Act 2013‘, signed off by the governor in March 2013, there is no mention of an
executive director. The commission was to be headed by a chairperson and a secretary would look after the administrative
affairs.
On April 19, 2019, however, the SHEC published an advertisement in various newspapers, seeking applications for the post of
executive director. When asked about this advertisement, Secretary Riazuddin said that the SHEC committee had decided in a
meeting to amend the rules and add the post of executive director to the body.
Later, on May 5, 2019, a summary was moved to the chief minister, seeking approval for transferring all powers of the secretary
to the executive director. The summary also recommends that the SHEC recruit its own employees, rather than civil servants
being posted to the body. This effectively paved the way for the executive director, who would now enjoy the powers of the
secretary, to be appointed from outside the civil service. The cabinet signed off on these recommendations on November 27,
2019, sending the same would be sent to the Sindh Assembly for approval.
Meanwhile, Dr Samreen has already taken charge as VC of the Begum Nusrat Bhutto University for Women on October 10. She
hardly ever goes to the varsity, said one SHEC official, adding that most of her time is spent in Karachi.
―She has recently moved a summary to the CM for a grant of Rs200 million for the university. The CM has been asked to
expedite the process and release the funds,‖ said the same official, adding that the university‘s infrastructure has yet to b e set
up and classes are currently being conducted in a government college building.
Nepotism at its worst
Another SHEC official, who also spoke to The Express Tribune on condition of anonymity, lamented that Dr Asim was least
bothered with the SHEC‘s affairs. ―Even though Dr Asim is chairman of SHEC, he never comes to his office. This was the
second time I have seen him [since the SHEC was set up] when he came to our office and exchanged heated words with the
secretary,‖ said the official, adding that four candidates, including Dr Samreen had been shortlisted for interviews for the post of
executive director, but all the interviews were cancelled following the brawl.
―Now, the chief secretary has issued orders to relieve Muhammad Riazuddin from the SHEC, while asking him to retain his post
of universities and boards secretary,‖ said the official. He added that the chief minister relieved him reluctantly.
―Riazuddin had at one point even refused the CM‘s directives and works strictly by the book,‖ said an SHEC member. He
lamented that since the commission was set up, it was looked after by the universities and boards secretary. Now, the charge of
higher education has been given to someone else. ―Muhammad Hussain Syed, who has replaced him, is going to retire in one
and a half months,‖ the member explained. ―This all was done to accommodate Dr Samreen who is an aspiring candidate for
SHEC chairperson in the future,‖ he claimed.
Administrative decision
Despite repeated attempts, neither Dr Asim nor Dr Samreen could be reached for comment. Secretary Muhammad Riazuddin
refused to speak on the issue.
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For his part, the chief minister‘s adviser on universities and boards, Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, termed the move ―an administrative
decision,‖ that was taken to ―reduce the burden from the universities and boards secretary.‖
Khuhro also refuted any reports about differences between the secretary and Dr Asim Hussain over the appointment of Dr
Samreen. ―This all is wrong,‖ he said summarily.
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 04, 05/11/2019)

Student unions
THE Zia-era ban on student unions has long outlived the reasons for which it was put in place. Over the years, Pakistan‘s political
leadership has made hesitant attempts at revoking the ban, and reviving student politics, but its efforts have come to naught. In the
latest attempt, the unanimous resolution passed by the Sindh Assembly for restoration of student unions may yet be a first step
towards stirring national debate on the revival of these bodies, at least in the province. In 2008, then prime minister Yousaf Raza
Gilani announced his intention to revive the unions. Two years ago, the Senate passed a resolution in this regard, stating that the
right to association was granted by the Constitution. The Senate resolution also addressed the 1993 Supreme Court verdict that
prohibits students from participating in political activities, and stated that the revival of unions would not be in violation of it. The
senators were of the view that the murder of Mashal Khan in Mardan might have been prevented had student unions existed in the
country.
In fact, over the past three decades, there have been several incidents of deadly campus violence among rival student political
groups, despite the presence of paramilitary forces in some varsities. The argument that a ban on student unions will deter armed
violence on campuses was disproved long ago. Instead, the overall effect of the ban has been the very opposite of what was
intended. Even a cursory glance at public-sector universities shows that student wings of all political parties continue to thrive,
negating the notion that the ban has kept campuses from becoming politicised. These groups wield illegitimate influence over publicsector university and college authorities, not only hampering academic independence and smooth administration, but also making it
easier for other extremist elements to flex their muscles on campus. The murder of Prof Khalid Hameed in Bahawalpur by a student
is an extreme example of this. Then there is the Balochistan University scandal. One wonders whether the harassment case would
have progressed differently had the students been able to access a legitimate forum that could have addressed their grievances.
Let‘s hope that the PTI-led government, with its thrust on youth development and its large number of young supporters, takes
concrete steps towards reversing the institutional damage of decades caused by the ban on unions instituted during one of
Pakistan‘s darkest periods.
By Editorial Dawn, 08, 06/11/2019)

Women among over 30 professors held for staging sit-in near CM House
Police on Wednesday detained over 30 professors and lecturers, including women teachers, for staging a sit-in near the Chief
Minister House located in the city‘s so-called ‗red zone‘ in protest against the provincial government for not giving them time-scale
promotions.
Footage of policemen manhandling and bundling the protesting teachers, including females, into their vans to take them to police
stations aired by the media caused an outrage as many political parties condemned what they called the highhandedness of the law
enforcement agencies against the educators.
Also, the Sindh Professors and Lecturers Association (SPLA) announced a province-wide boycott of academic activities on
Thursday (today) against the police action and detention of their colleagues.
Officials said around 200-250 lecturers and professors on the call of SPLA staged a sit-in at PIDC House near CM House causing
traffic suspension on the main artery. They were protesting for their time-scale promotions.
The protesting teachers claimed that a summary was approved by then chief minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah but it had not been
implemented so far, compelling them to stage a protest for the acceptance of their demands.
SPLA announces province-wide boycott of academic activities today
A police officer said that police authorities held talks with them so that they could vacate the place but they refused to do so. ―We
took action for their arrest to get the road cleared for traffic,‖ he said.
The police arrested the teachers when they were offering Maghrib prayer ―without resorting to high-handed tactics‖, the official said,
adding that the police did not resort to baton-charge or use a water cannon or tear-gas shelling.
The detained teachers, including females, were shifted to different police stations.
According to an SPLA statement, teachers across Sindh would observe a complete boycott of academic activities on Thursday
(today) and wear black armbands in protest.
Earlier in the day, the ‗coordination committee for time scale‘ of SPLA as part of their Sindh-wide protest gathered outside the
Karachi Press Club and held a meeting of their general body with Prof Anwar Mansoor in chair.
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After the meeting, as the professors and lecturers started moving towards CM House, contingents of police tried to prevent them
from entering the ‗red zone‘.
However, the teachers, including females, managed to reach the red zone, where they staged a sit-in.
The SPLA statement said that police ―tortured‖ several protesting professors and lecturers, including females, and arrested them
when they were offering Maghrib prayer.
Those detained included Anwar Mansoor, Abdul Jabbar, Malook, Benazir Junejo, Lala Rukh Baloch, Zakia, Rahila Memon, Maria
Abro and others.
After their arrest, the teachers returned to the KPC where they staged a sit-in and vowed to continue their protest till fulfilment of
their demands.
SPLA representatives condemned the police action and the provincial government for their highhandedness in the current
democratic era.
The SPLA office-bearers recalled that ―hundreds of thousands‖ of schoolteachers were given time-scale promotions in 2010 but
college lecturers and professors had been deprived of their legitimate rights since long.
They pointed out that the provincial government had promised to grant time-scale promotions to the college lecturers also but it had
not been implemented so far, compelling them to take to the streets.
They vowed to continue their protest till the issuance of a notification to this effect.
A senior police official told Dawn on Wednesday evening that 44 male and three female teachers had been booked.
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 15, 07/11/2019)

College teacher’s protest
IN a society where everyone is not equal before the law, or equally significant in terms of political considerations, certain people get
to exercise their right to protest while others are summarily deprived of it. Wednesday saw yet another instance of the authorities‘
high-handedness towards the latter segment of the populace. A large crowd of some 250 college professors and lecturers from
across Sindh was roughed up by the police outside the Chief Minister House in Karachi while they were staging a sit-in to demand
what they claim are long promised time-scale-based promotions. Around 50 teachers, including women, were bundled into police
vans and carted off to various police stations. The Sindh Professors and Lecturers Association representing the protesters
announced a province-wide suspension of academic activities the following day to denounce the police action.
Heavy-handed tactics such as those displayed on Wednesday show a lack of maturity on the part of officialdom. Peaceful protests
are part and parcel of a democracy, and a state must be able to handle them without resorting to unnecessary force or any action
calculated to humiliate citizens agitating for their rights. That is also why timely negotiations with an aggrieved party are so critical to
defuse a potentially combustible situation. One would expect the Sindh government to know this well, led as it is by a party with a
long history of struggling against oppression. It is reasonable to assume that coming out on the streets is not the preferred option for
most people, and by all accounts college teachers have been driven to this point by government apathy towards resolving their
legitimate demands. Such official indifference has been the impetus for a number of protests, not only in Sindh but also elsewhere in
the country — Lady Health Workers demanding their services be regularised, the visually impaired asking that the employment
quota for the handicapped be implemented, and so on. Very often, protests have been met with police brutality, which only
reinforces the people‘s alienation from the state.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 08/11/2019)

Weighty schoolbags
AN important new law is waiting to be approved by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa cabinet. Drafted by the education department, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa School Bags Act, 2019, will make it compulsory for all educational institutions across the province to ensure
schoolbags carried by children do not weigh more than 15pc of the student‘s weight. The figure is in accordance with international
research, though some researchers have suggested that the weight of the schoolbags should be as low as 10pc of a child‘s
bodyweight. As directed by the Peshawar High Court, the law must be passed and put into effect by both the government and
private institutions before the new school year begins in 2020. Under the law, all schools must provide lockers and cupboards to
students up till the 10th grade, while teachers will also have to tell the students in advance what books and course work they have to
bring. Failure to comply with the law will result in heavy fines. If passed, the law will undoubtedly ease some of the burden and
stress placed on students — which is in addition to their routine workload and homework — and can be replicated in the other
provinces.
In the absence of proper facilities or arrangements, children have no choice but to carry their heavy learning material with them to
school. Many have to walk long distances to reach their schools, and the strain on their young, still developing bodies — particularly
the neck, back and shoulders — is considerable and entirely unnecessary. According to medical experts, heavy schoolbags lead to
damage to the spine and muscles, which can go on to have a negative impact on a child‘s cognitive and learning abilities. There is
already a high dropout rate of students from school, and one of the reasons often cited by children is the exhaustion and sense of
fatigue they feel. It is unfair for adults to make the simple pursuit of education so burdensome for the young.
By Editorial Dawn, 08, 13/11/2109)
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Court restricts private schools from taking action against students
The Sindh High Court restricted private schools‘ administrations on Tuesday from taking any action against students while
hearing the plea against private schools charging excessive tuition fees. A two-member bench comprising Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar and Justice Agha Faisal extended the stay order pertaining to tuition fees till December 10.
The petitioners‘ lawyers argued that the school administrations were mistreating the students. They have been excluded from
sports and other extra-curricular activities and contempt of court plea will be submitted against the school administrations.
The counsel representing the school administrations maintained that no student had been treated badly. ―How will th e schools
pay their teachers if they aren‘t paid the tuition fees?‖ he asked.
The private schools‘ director said that they were trying to implement the Supreme Court‘s orders.
The bench remarked that the schools should not exclude students from sports and other extra-curricular activities due to the
issue of tuition fees. The court restricted the schools from taking action against students, extended the stay order and soug ht the
details of the fee structures from the schools‘ administration, private schools‘ director and parents.
‘Land grabbing’
Meanwhile, a two-member bench comprising Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi and Justice Kausar Sultana deferred the hearing
of the case pertaining to the occupation of land owned by former Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) MNA Nabeel Gabol for four
weeks at the request of the lawyers.
The counsel representing the University of Karachi (KU) – which has been accused of occupying the land – submitted a reply
which stated that the land was allotted to KU in 1954 by the then Karachi chief commissioner. According to the varsity‘s reply,
the verification of land was done in 2009 by the relevant authorities.
Gabol‘s counsel argued that the KU administration had not been clear in its reply as to whether the land was currently in th e
petitioner‘s possession.
The additional advocate-general requested the court to adjourn the hearing as the replies of the land utilisation department and
other agencies had not been submitted as yet. He requested that the hearing be adjourned until their replies were received.
The court adjourned the hearing for four weeks.
Gabol filed a plea against KU with the allegation that the varsity had occupied land owned by him. The plea stated that KU ha d
occupied four acres of land owned by his mother and the varsity was not vacating the land despite repeated requests. The plea
stated that the ownership of the land fell in his possession after the death of his mother.
Appeal rejected
Another two-member bench comprising Justice KK Agha and Justice Zulfiqar Ali Sangi rejected the appeal of three convicted in
a kidnapping case. The bench remarked that the crime committed by the convicts, Sohail, Jamshed and Pir Muhammad, was
unpardonable and the court could not annul the sentence awarded to them.
An anti-terrorism court had sentenced the convicts to life imprisonment after finding them guilty of kidnapping a citizen named
Ayaz in 2013 and demanding Rs2 million from his father in ransom. The accused were caught red -handed while collecting the
ransom money.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 20/11/2019)

Another misstep: Sindh’s youngest receive schooling by the untrained
Every year of a child‘s life is important, but the first five are the most crucial because this is when they start to develop as a
person they are going to be. This is when they learn the basics of life, appropriate behaviour, and perhaps all other social skills
that allow them to uniquely stand out as an individual.
Unfortunately, many preschool children across Sindh will be missing out on these vital skills, as the province, owing to inte rnal
disagreement, has decided to freeze recruitment of early childhood educators f or the youngest. Adding insult to the injury, the
Sindh education department has appointed primary school teachers – who are not trained to teach at kindergarten level – to
conduct classes. According to sources, the situation has not only placed children i n a confusing situation but teachers are also
finding it hard to ‗teach‘ at the preschool level.
Shedding light on the importance of early childhood education, psychology expert, Prof Anila Amber Malik from the University of
Karachi told The Express Tribune that the non-availability of trained teachers in Sindh‘s public kindergarten schools is a matter
of grave concern. ―Early childhood, or the first five years of a child‘s life, are crucial for cognitive development, social
development, moral development, and physical development,‖ Prof Amber said.
―A teacher who is unaware of the four aspects of early childhood development will not be able to tackle preschool children
appropriately, as a result of which there is a risk that children will grow with inadequate learning skills,‖ she added. The head of
Ziauddin University‘s Board and educational expert, Prof Anwar Ahmed explained that during early years, children are not taug ht
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through books but through other methods, for which teachers‘ training is necessary.‖Unfortunately, in Pakistan schools are not
even able to understand the basic difference between Montessori and kindergarten,‖ he said. ―Without trained kindergarten
teachers, young children have a high tendency of losing interest in going to school.‖
Hiring freeze
The Sindh education department stopped the recruitment process for early childhood teachers because of an ongoing internal
conflict between the primary and secondary sectors of the department. Per sources, owing to the conflict, no new appoint ments
have been made for the past year.
The written test for appointing teachers in the early childhood education sector was conducted in October 2018, so that the n ew
1,100 vacancies could be filled. Initially, the results of the test were released but the majority of candidates were unable to
achieve the passing criteria of 60%. Therefore, the merit was lessened to include more candidates and the result was somewhat
altered, sources said.
After the release of the second list comprising the names of the successful candidates, the process of sending offer letters was
initiated. The successful early childhood teachers were all set to begin pedagogy in the concerned schools of Sindh, however,
only one day before their joining, the on-going recruitment procedure was halted.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 22/11/2019)

Sindh education secretary given 20 days to submit plan for free education
The Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the provincial education department secretary to submit a comprehensive plan within 20
days about the implementation of free and compulsory education law in Sindh.
A two-judge bench headed by Justice Mohammad Ali Mazhar also asked the education secretary to accommodate proper staff at
the office of director general of private schools after the DG complained of an acute shortage of staff.
Moreover, the bench directed private schools DG Mansoob Siddiqui to submit a list of private schools where 10 per cent free
education was being provided in terms of the Sindh Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2013.
The bench issued these directives on a set of petitions mainly seeking implementation of the aforesaid act. The law was
promulgated after the induction of Article 25A (the state shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of five
to 16 years in such manner as may be determined by law) in the Constitution.
At the outset of the hearing, an additional secretary of school education and literacy department submitted a compliance report
through an additional advocate general with the minutes of a meeting held on Nov 4.
SHC seeks list of private schools providing 10 per cent free education
According to the minutes, certain decisions had been taken and one month‘s time was sought to produce a comprehensive plan for
implementation.
―We are of the tentative view that the decisions mentioned in the minutes of the meeting are very sound and reasonable, but the
actual matter pertains to address the proper implementation so that it may not have any cosmetic value but implemented practically
in order to meet the standards of education in the province of Sindh,‖ said the bench in its order.
It directed the additional advocate general to convey to the education department secretary to submit a comprehensive plan within
20 days with copy to the counsel for the petitioners.
When the bench asked the private schools DG to furnish a list of private institutions complying with a provision of the law in question
to provide 10pc free education, he submitted that there was an acute shortage of staff at his office.
Therefore, the bench asked the education secretary to look into the matter and accommodate proper staff in his office so that
compliance of the court orders should not be delayed.
The court also issued a directive for the health secretary to ensure that the teaching staff was appointed in a high school in Larkana
without further delay after a lawyer for one of the petitioners said that despite making various requests to the secretary, the shortage
of teachers was not addressed.
Earlier, the petitioners submitted that there were various provisions of the act which required immediate attention of the government
for smooth implementation of the law.
The law also said that the government shall encourage enterprises, institutions and other segments of society by offering incentive
to establish schools to facilitate free and compulsory education whereas privately owned and managed schools must also provide
free education to at least 10pc of their actual strength of students aged five to 16 years.
(By Ishaq Tanoil Dawn, 15, 22/11/2019)
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How the Sindh HEC failed the higher education system
The Sindh Higher Education Commission was established in 2013 after the Sindh Assembly rushed through the Sindh Higher
Education Commission Act, 2013, to set up its own provincial body that would be autonomous and would have the authority to
verify degrees awarded by any provincial institute. Ever since, the body has been a bone of contention between the provincial
and federal government, with the federal Higher Education Commission repeatedly claiming that ―the Sindh government was
trying to destroy the federal status of the HEC‖.
On the other hand, the provincial HEC hasn‘t made a strong case for itself over the years. It is being run on an ad hoc basis from
a bungalow, with very few people on board to undertake the gigantic responsibility of catering to the academ ic and financial
needs of the scores of public and private varsities in the province. What is even more ironic is that of the few people runni ng the
Sindh HEC, even fewer have prior experience of working with varsities or managing their affairs.
Functions
At its onset, the Sindh HEC was envisioned as an autonomous institution that would steer higher education across Sindh by
giving direction, developing policies and protocols, ensuring quality, providing forums of international collaboration and li nking
industries with academia. The provincial body, much like its federal counterpart, would also distribute adequate funding for
higher education institutions, explore students and faculty exchange programs, certify academic programmes, disburse
scholarships for students & staff and act as a think tank for national socio-economic planning.
Unfortunately, the Sindh HEC has been unable to perform many of its functions owning to a plethora of reasons, not least
because of the lack of able leadership and dedicated staff members.
Systemic failure
Since the very beginning around six years ago, the Sindh HEC has been struggling to find its feet, much in contrast to the
Punjab HEC, which was established two years later. The latter enjoys a much better reputation and is actively contributing to the
development of higher education in the province.
The Sindh HEC, meanwhile, has been struggling to develop its capacity, structural formalities, legal standings, its actual
organisational framework and rules of business. Over the years, there have hardly been any meetings with the vice-chancellors
of universities in the province with the Sindh HEC leadership – a fact that underscores the apathy toward this special area of
education.
Amid all this, higher education institutions in the province are left wondering who they should reach out to for support.
After the 18th Amendment, which devolved the subject of education to the provinces – the federal HEC encourages varsities to
seek funding from their respective provincial governments. On the other hand, the province has been unable to secure much
funding from federal agencies because the Sindh HEC lacks adequate or competent human resource to be able to submit
rational and tangible plans to fight their case for funding in front of federal institutions.
Confusion prevails
Since the Sindh HEC has been established , there have been several cases where varsities have been managed and run by
caretaker vice-chancellors for over a year. What is perplexing about this is that even though the authorities know when a
particular VC‘s tenure would expire, having notified their appointment in the first place, why is there then a delay in appoi ntment
their replacement?
Further, even when a VC is appointed, they are thrown into the deep end and m ust learn to swim or float on their own, without
going through any training or capacity-building, which leads to serious administration issues.
All this leads to chaos on the ground level and varsities, which are already struggling to function amid tough financial constraints,
must now cope with a rudderless regulatory body that is least bothered about the students‘ futures. As a result, higher educa tion
institutions, which are already lagging behind in terms of both quality and quantity of research, are f urther hampered by the lack
of seriousness towards this essential component of higher education. Moreover, even the purchase or up gradation of
equipment, provision of facilities and infrastructure and development of various projects are at stake.
The way forward
One of the most important functions of an institution like the HEC is to work on knowledge economy, which has unfortunately
been completely remiss from the dialogue till now. Developed countries such as New Zealand, England, Singapore, USA and
Australia have shown remarkable progress in this area and have almost conquered the market. Higher Education institutions in
these countries have also been contributing to the national GDP, as the varsities offer governance models, quality standards,
research modules and opportunities, institutional automation and trainings. They very smartly get funds for their programmes
from international donors and agencies and run the same by engaging developing countries.
Another important responsibility of Sindh HEC is to explore more national and international sources of funding, research
opportunities, international collaborations and joint ventures from the platform of SAARC, UNESCO, UNICEF and the ADB,
among others. At the same time, we can secure funding from international donors or agencies to give more grants and
scholarships to cope with the challenges of the 21st century.
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A new trend in higher education is to create, widen, augment and manage the university‘s research programmes and link them
unswervingly to the educational, socio-economic provincial and national priorities, as well as those of the larger community. The
Sindh HEC should guarantee that all research work and policies reflect the national core values of academic freedom, global
professional integrity and highest ethical conduct and full compliance with all international policies, legal requirements and
operational standards set by the universities‘ act.
So far, the above-mentioned objectives seem difficult to attain but I am certain that they are not impossible. If we start working
on these guidelines today, I can guarantee that in four to five years, with the help of just 10 competent and committed peopl e,
we will set the direction of Sindh HEC to take up the charge of universities without compromising on their autonomy.
(By Arshad Saleem The Express Tribune, 05, 25/11/2019)

College principal guilty of irregularities, states report
A report of the judicial inquiry conducted against the principal of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Medical College (SBBMC), Lyari,
Anjum Rehman, who is accused of committing large-scale corruption at the institute, was presented to the Sindh High Court on
Friday.
The report concludes that Rehman is responsible for irregularities at the institute. It elaborates that she appointed three of her
sisters as grade 19 officers at the college, in addition to appointing one of her brothers as a grade 14 officer and another as a
grade 15 officer. According to the report, one of her sisters appointed at the college, Dr Sehar Fatima, is working abroad but
continues to collect her salary from the college despite her prolonged absence. The report also alleges that another sister o f
Rehman working at the college runs a private hospital in Gulshan-e-Iqbal and uses government machinery for this purpose.
Moreover, Rehman awarded contracts for construction at the college to her father‘s firm, the report states.
Rehman has acquired a stay order against her dismissal as the principal of the college, which will be maintained till December
12.
Assets beyond means case
Meanwhile, the Sindh High Court (SHC) sought the confirmation of pre-arrest bail pleas filed by Sharjeel Memon‘s son, Rawal
Memon, and others nominated in a reference of assets beyond means. It also directed that the certified power of attorneys of
Sharjeel‘s wife and mother, who are out of the country, be presented to the court.
The directives were issued by a two-member bench, comprising Justice Ahmed Ali Shaikh and Justice Omar Sial, during the
hearing of pre-arrest bail pleas filed by Sharjeel‘s wife, Sadaf Sharjeel, and his mother, Zeenat Inam.
Rawal appeared before the court at the hearing on behalf of Sadaf and Zeenat. At this, the bench remarked that if Sadaf and
Zeenat are out of country [and cannot appear before the court], then their power of attorneys should be submitted to the cour t.
―The court will only hear the pleas after the power of attorneys are submitted,‖ it said. The pleas are filed by Rawal and others
accused in the case.
The court adjourned the hearing of the case for an indefinite period of time, stating that proceedings will be resumed after the
power of attorneys are submitted.
Besides, Memon‘s wife, son and mother, nine others are nominated in the reference, including Zeeshan, Izhar Hussain,
Muhammad Sohail, Saifullah Lohar, Agha Ahsan, Shaukat Ali Thebo, Waseem Akthar Thebo and Kamran Gul.
According to the National Accountability Bureau (NAB), it has solid evidence against the accused nominated in the reference.
The anti-graft watchdog claims to have a complete record of assets acquired through illegal means by the accused.
The accused are alleged of committing corruption worth Rs2.28 billion.
Iqama case
Another two-member bench of SHC, comprising Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Agha Faisal, directed provincial
minister Nasir Hussain Shah‘s counsel to continue arguments at the next hearing of the plea seeking disqualification of Shah,
Faryal Talpur and Manzoor Wassan as assembly members, over non-disclosure of their iqamas. Shah‘s counsel, Barrister
Zameer Ghumro argued before the court that Shah held an iqama till 2012. He had surrendered his iqama in 2012, he said,
adding that this invalidates the plea‘s maintainability. Hence, it should be rejected, said Ghumro.
Barrister Ghumro further said, nobody, not even the high court, is authorised to disqualify an assembly member but the
speaker. Ordering Ghumro to continue his arguments at the next hearing, the court adjourned the hearing till December 6.
Acquitted
At another hearing, a bench comprising Justice KK Agha and Justice Zulfiqar Ali Sangi, accepted a plea filed against the
sentence awarded to a man convicted in a dual murder case.
Announcing the verdict on the plea, the court acquitted Zainullah, who had submitted a deed of compromise, along with the
petition challenging the sentence awarded to him, to the court. Zainullah‘s counsel informed the court that parties have reac hed
a compromise and the complainant of the murder case has forgiven his client.
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According to police, Zainullah killed Naveed Khan and Sudheer Ahmed over personal enmity in 2006, following which a trial had
sentenced him to death after finding him guilty of the crime.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 30/11/2019)

Student awakening
WHEN campuses are devoid of student activism it spells the decline of a nation. This observation, attributed to Nelson Mandela, is
so true for Pakistan. The legacy of a military dictator, the curbs on student unions has turned
campuses into vast intellectual deserts where the space for rational thinking has shrunk.
Imposed some four decades ago, the ‗ban‘ has mainly targeted progressive forces.
Consequently, we have seen a marked rise in violence and the culture of intolerance in
educational institutions. The presence of security agencies makes campuses look more like
prisons than centres of learning, demonstrating a sharp regression in the academic
atmosphere.
Two incidents — the lynching of Mashal Khan by his fellow students at Mardan University campus in 2017 and now the reports of
harassment of girl students allegedly by the administration in the University of Balochistan have shaken the student community
across the country and have become a catalyst for action.
Thousands of people including members of civil society, teachers and political workers came out last week in a show of solidarity
with students who were demanding the restoration of their fundamental right to form unions and for better education facilities. The
demands also included the removal of security agencies from campuses. It was the most significant student protest in recent years,
with huge political implications.
The solidarity march staged by students has given a huge impetus to progressive democratic voices.
This awakening of the young generation and the struggle for their rights is indeed a silver lining in an otherwise very depressing
political scenario. It has given a huge impetus to progressive democratic voices. Instead of heeding the students‘ demands, the
administration has reportedly filed sedition cases against those who participated in the solidarity march.
Nothing could be more shortsighted for a rudderless administration than taking action against peaceful protesters. Surely, there is
nothing new about such a reaction from ruling establishments afraid of the voices of reason. It may be a long-drawn struggle but the
student solidarity march has already made a strong impact, forcing the main political parties to endorse their demands. That in itself
is a victory for the movement.
Students have played a vanguard role in the democratic struggle in this country. In fact, progressive student organisations have
been in the forefront in resisting authoritarian rules. And that was perhaps the main reason for Gen Zia to ban student unions. The
student solidarity march takes me back to the historic 1968 student movement of which I was one of the leaders. The movement
brought down Ayub Khan‘s rule.
It all started with protests against the celebration of 10 years of military rule declared by the regime as the ‗decade of development‘.
Gen Ayub Khan who later gave himself the title of field marshal had imposed martial law on Oct 7, 1958. The celebrations marking
the 10th anniversary of the military takeover were aimed at projecting the ‗achievements‘ of the regime and boosting its faltering
political standing.
There was growing unrest among students and industrial workers whose wages had declined in real terms despite impressive
economic growth. The National Students Federation, the most powerful leftist student organisation at that time, decided to organise
protests against the military regime from Oct 7, 1968, to counter the anniversary celebrations. It started from the institutions where
the NSF dominated the unions.
It soon spread to other cities. Many NSF leaders were arrested or forced to go underground. I was then a student at Karachi
University and central joint secretary of the NSF. By November 1968, the protests had turned into a popular uprising with trade
unions and political parties also joining in.
The year 1968 was also when leftist movements had swept across Western Europe and South America. The anti-Vietnam War
campaign and the civil rights movement had gained momentum in the United States and swept across university campuses. The
revolutionary movements in several African countries still under the yoke of colonialism had inspired the working-class movements.
The protest of 1968 was a manifestation of the increasing social conflicts across the world. It was an uprising against dictatorships,
state repression, and colonisation. Mass socialist movements swept across most European countries. The most spectacular
manifestation of this included the May 1968 protests in France, in which students linked up with 10 million workers staging wildcat
strikes. Indeed, for a few days the movement seemed capable of overthrowing the government.
In many countries, including Pakistan, these movements turned into popular rebellions against military regimes. It was the most
powerful mass movement the country had witnessed. Students and the working class were in the vanguard, but other sections of
society also became part of it. From protests for students‘ rights it turned into a pro-democracy movement.
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The main objective of the NSF movement was to mobilise public opinion against the authoritarian regime and for democratic
change. But no one expected it to turn into a nationwide uprising. The country imploded, bringing out various contradictions. Ten
years of military-led rule had generated an unprecedented backlash.
Although the protests started from Karachi, a firing incident in which a student was killed ignited widespread agitation in Rawalpindi
and other major towns of Punjab. While Karachi has traditionally been in the vanguard of democratic and progressive movements,
Punjab for the first time witnessed powerful anti-authoritarian mass protests.
Meanwhile, student protests spread to former East Pakistan where the political situation was already volatile. Trade unions that
were under the control of leftist groups also joined the protests. Initially, the movement was entirely led by the left, but soon, Bengali
nationalists got into the lead. The military regime had underestimated the intensity of the movement. The situation was soon out of
control. In February 1969, more than 25,000 rail workers carrying red flags marched along the main streets in Lahore.
For the first time in Pakistan‘s history, socialism became the rallying cry for workers and students. Ayub‘s hold over the military had
weakened, with senior commanders seeing him as a liability. What started off as student protests turned into a mass uprising that
brought down a powerful military dictator.
(By Zahid Hussain Dawn, 08, 04/12/2019)

Of students’ rights
THE nationwide students‘ solidarity march of Nov 29, a most impressive expression of Pakistani students‘ aspirations and concerns,
has received diverse responses and all of them can be dispassionately discussed.
First, the prime minister‘s willingness to allow student unions can only be welcomed. His view
can be justified as acceptance of the right of students to freedom of association under Article 17
of the Constitution, Article 8 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR) and Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), that the state cannot disregard.
However, the prime minister has not been properly advised on making the revival of student
unions subject to the preparation of a code of conduct in the light of best practices around the world. While nobody can object to a
survey of the kind indicated, as this might increase our educational authorities‘ awareness of the facilities and respect allowed to
students at reputable educational centres, rights cannot be made subject to codes of conduct. About the code of conduct a little
later, but first: the students‘ right to form unions at all layers and forms of educational institutions must be accepted.
This right is not absolute and the nature and scale of limitations have best been described in the ICCPR, which says: ―No
restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right (the right to freedom of association) other than those which are prescribed by
law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interest of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public),
the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This article will not prevent the
imposition of lawful restrictions on members of the armed forces or of the police in their exercise of this right.‖
The trouble with the administration is that it has all along viewed student unions as adversaries.
The restrictions mentioned have already been provided in Pakistan‘s laws but long periods of emergency — when fundamental
rights were suspended, the authoritarian rulers‘ greater emphasis on responsibilities than on rights, and judicial verdicts that allowed
curtailment of fundamental rights — have considerably corroded the concept of rights in Pakistan, and these are wrongly viewed as
the state‘s concessions to its subjects. In the interest of peace between the state and its citizens, it will be necessary for the state to
accept the citizens‘ rights fully and without reservations. Students constitute one of the important and volatile segments of society.
They cannot be taken for granted in the manner peasants, for instance, are.
Once student unions have been revived, they can have their code of conduct because the most effective codes are the ones that
are voluntarily adopted by organisations and associations. Codes developed and imposed by governments without due consultation
with the relevant groups only increase friction between the government and citizens. But are all non-official associations, including
trade chambers, labour unions etc, allowed subject to state-designed codes of conduct? The federal union of journalists was
allowed to function without a code of conduct, although it did draw up one on its own.
The reason a code of conduct is considered necessary before permitting the formation of student unions lies in the bias against
students the establishment has nourished with missionary zeal. This bias is reflected in the second response to the solidarity march:
a fierce opposition to the revival of student unions.
In the debate on the media, restoration of student unions is rejected on two grounds: 1) violence on campuses will increase, and 2)
students will start taking part in politics. On both counts, student unions have sinned less than they have been sinned against. What
violence had been done by the girl students of Dhaka and the DSF in Karachi before they were gunned down soon after
independence?
Who had given a pseudo-religious student outfit police protection while they beat up their rivals all over Punjab? Was it not the
student wing of President Ayub‘s faction of Muslim League that was given firearms and motorcycles for ‗conquering‘ the campuses?
Was the state neutral in the conflict between the Mohajir and Sindhi student groups in Karachi? More often than not, student
violence has been in response to state violence.
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Yes, there is a long history of students‘ involvement with politics, especially in East Bengal, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
But this happened during periods when normal politics, especially nationalist voices, had been suppressed. If the state offers a level
playing ground to all schools of political thought the students will have neither any urge nor any room to indulge in politics.
The trouble with the administration is that it has all along viewed student unions as adversaries. True, they make certain demands
on educational administrations, but that does not make them enemies of anyone. They have a positive role to play in extending the
frontiers of knowledge. If handled properly, student unions can help cut down the waste of time and resources at campuses. The
cynics will not accept this, but it is time the latter were marginalised.
Finally, a bad response to the solidarity march is the institution of criminal cases against a number of people. This is exactly how the
state has been radicalising the youth: turning innocent activists into dissidents and dissidents into extremist challengers. The
government would do the people and itself much good if it scraped all these cases.
Is it impossible to bury the past and make a fresh beginning by ceasing to despise activists and trusting them instead? They are
after all the best bet for the nation‘s future. The present generation has no right to dictate what sort of leaders they should become.
The spirit of the age, the qualities of the mind they are allowed to develop and the freedom to think will help them take a democratic
Pakistan forward. The only service the government and society can perform is to let the students be themselves.
(By I.A Rehman 08, 05/12/2019)

Public education system
If recent results are anything to go by, the public education system remains in a state of disarray. Only 174 of the nearly 1 6,000
students from Sindh who achieved A-One grades in this year‘s matriculation-level science examinations studied at public-sector
schools. Similarly, just about 37 per cent of students belonging to Sindh government schools were able to pass the entrance
examination for NED University of Engineering and Technology. While the bad results are not hugely different from those in the
previous years, their significance is in fact that the government continues to try to overregulate private schools instead of
competing with them on quality grounds.
Public schools continue to suffer from obsolete teaching materials and lack of facilities, yet the Sindh government has done little
to invest in improving the situation. Among the biggest problems is the fact that provincial authorities are expected to spen d in
excess of Rs200 million on training teachers, much of which is coming from foreign donor agencies. Yet the Sindh government‘s
training bodies do not even have staff with the requisite qualifications necessary to provide vocational training to teachers . There
is also no follow-up assessment mechanism to judge whether or not the teachers‘ skills were improved through the training
programmes. If this remains the case, everyone along the training chain will make money off the exercise, and nobody will be
accountable, because there would be no way to maintain checks and balances. Or is that what the intention was all along?
Among the other options that should be on the table are better salaries for teachers, which would presumptively lead to bigge r
and more skilled applicant pools. Another is a reformation of the posting system to encourage good teachers to work in rural
locations because even altruism has its limits. Right now, even competent teachers who hail from backward areas often refuse
to go back to those areas because the pay is significantly lower.
But these measures would require setting aside additional funds for salaries rather than spending them on flashy gadgets or
things with ribbons for cutting, and no politician seems to want that.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 05/12/2019)

A Baloch library
UNTIL recently a college textbook in Punjab described the Baloch as ―uncivilised people who engaged in murder and looting‖. This
criminal aberration came to light three years ago when a senator from Balochistan discovered it
and raised a hue and cry about it in the upper house of parliament.
I am not sure if this figment of a sick and prejudiced imagination has since been rectified. It is
surprising that the author failed to appreciate the significant scholarship a small community of
seven million with a low literacy rate has managed to produce.
No wonder, Baloch activists complain of their cultural identity and language being demonised
and their intellectuals being killed. This has historically been the way of invading barbarians who
feared knowledge and attempted to destroy it.
For me, a visit to the Sayad Hashmi Reference Library in Malir, Karachi, was an inspiring experience. Named after an erudite
scholar, Sayad Zahoor Shah Hashmi (1926-1978), who devoted his life to the Balochi language, the kutubjah is a treasure house of
knowledge on ―Balochistan, Baloch and Balochi‖. In fact, the flyer that the president of the library, Dr Ramzan Bamri, gave me
described it as a ‗Journey of Balochology‘.
With such significant scholarship, how do we explain the low literacy rate?
I had never heard this word before but when I visited the library and saw the treasure it stocks I realised that the language merits a
term like this to describe the scholarship it is endowed with. I learned from Dr Bamri that the library has a collection of 25,000 books
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in Balochi and in other languages about Balochistan. All journals published in the Balochi language all over the country since 1951
are archived here. At one time, these numbered 30 but today only one survives.
The library is itself a labour of love — love of the Balochi language — founded in 2003 by the renowned poet, Saba Dashtiyari. He
donated his entire collection and half his monthly salary he received as a professor in the Balochistan University, to the Sayad
Hashmi Reference Library till 2011 when he was assassinated.
I also discovered to my great pleasure that there are quite a few Baloch libraries around. Close by is the Imam Bakhsh Baloch
Memorial Library, which I also visited, in Siddiq Village where Akbar Wali, library in-charge, has organised an arts and theatre group
and also a football team. Such institutions invariably become the focal point of intellectual and cultural engagements. Wali also
organises classes for children of the neighbourhood.
There are three libraries for Baloch youth in Lyari. ―Once upon a time there used to be 27,‖ I was told. The activists are determined
to restore Lyari‘s book culture that was destroyed by the violence induced by the gang wars that engulfed the locality. Their
commitment to the cause of learning is remarkable. Nearly 50 books in Balochi are published every year from Balochistan and other
places where the Baloch are concentrated.
The real challenge is the distribution of these books as the Balochi speakers are very scattered, even in the province itself. Two
universities — Balochistan and Turbat — have full-fledged departments of Balochi language and literature. There are numerous
institutions involved in research and intellectual activities, the Baqi Baloch Academy (Quetta) being the biggest. The two-day Balochi
Literature Festival held in Lyari in September testified to the public interest in intellectual discourse. The organisers mobilised nearly
168 Balochi language writers and authors to participate as panellists.
With such a rich heritage of scholarship, how does one explain the low literacy rate (41 pc) and the inadequate school enrolment
ratio in Balochistan? The fact is that limited opportunities for education and rampant poverty act as barriers to growth. The Annual
Status of Education Report‘s scorecard does not give a high rating to the standard of education in Balochistan. Above all, children
are not taught in their mother tongue and are losing their motivation to learn.
Take the case of Lyari. With a population of nearly a million, it has 120 government schools and 300 private schools. Competing
with them are 120 madressahs many of which provide free meals to their students. Who will win? Credit goes to those who still
manage to reach school and remain motivated and focused.
Prof Wahid Bakhsh Buzdar who teaches Balochi at the Quaid-e-Azam University Islamabad is a well-read man, his knowledge and
understanding of issues are profound. He is not too happy with the standard of education in Balochistan. The situation has not been
helped by the ―politicisation and commercialisation of education‖. Then there is the ―hegemony of the religious establishment that is
out to destroy critical thinking‖.
This leaves one wondering about the state of unrest in Balochistan that the government is trying to counter by resorting to force.
Wouldn‘t educational reformers with vision and dedication and an effective poverty alleviation programme do a better job than
soldiers in uniform?
(By Zubeida Mustafa Dawn, 09, 06/12/2019)

Education emergency: 83% of students from rural Sindh fail KU’s entry test
They may not know it, but there is an implicit promise whenever a child attends school. A promise that if he or she studies h ard
enough, doors to success will open on their own.
Sindh‘s various education boards, it seems, have been unable to keep that promise. As the results of an entry test held by one
of the country‘s largest public sector universities show, not even A-1 grades are enough to secure a prosperous future for most
of the province‘s students.
A total of 10,119 candidates from all over the country appeared in the admission test for Karachi University‘s (KU) 2020 BS
programme held on November 17. Over a fifth of them, 2,453 to be exact, belonged to the ‗S‘ category, meaning they completed
their secondary education from a school in any district of Sindh other than Karachi.
A staggering 83 per cent of them or 2,028 applicants were unable to clear the test. More shockingly, however, over 70 per cen t
of ‗S‘ category students with A-1 grades in their intermediate examinations and almost 84 per cent of those with A grades failed
it.
In contrast, around 49 per cent of the 7,101 applicants who completed their intermediate education under the Board of
Intermediate Education Karachi (BIEK) passed the KU entry exam. Those who failed amounted to 3,619.
Even if the overall outcome for BIEK graduates may not be quite admirable, the high achievers at least were considerably more
successful compared to their counterparts from other parts of Sindh. Almost 95 per cent of BIEK applicants with A-1 grades
cleared the KU test, along with around 73 per cent of those with A grades.
Applicants from the rest of Pakistan were also slightly more successful than those from Sindh, with an overall pass rate of o ver
27 per cent. The academic success of high achievers from the rest of Pakistan was also rather more commensurate with their
entry test outcomes as 57 per cent of A-1 graders managed to pass.
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Overall, around 40 per cent or 4,063 applicants were successful in clearing the KU entry test. Interestingly, this time around, the
passing grade for the test was fixed at 50 per cent.
The dismal performance of Sindh board students in the KU entry exam comes at the heels of another alarming outcome in a test
held by another of the country‘s most prominent universities. The admission test conducted by the NED University of
Engineering and Technology entry test laid bare how hollow the Sindh government‘s education promises have been. No Sindh
education board could muster more than a 37 per cent success rate in that test, even as the federal, Cambridge and Aga Khan
boards secured more than a 70 per cent pass rate.
This year‘s matriculation exams have also exposed how ill-equipped Sindh‘s public schools leave their students. The results of
this year‘s BIEK science exam revealed only nine per cent of those who passed had studied in a government school.
Sindh educators have repeatedly blamed the dismal performance of public sector government institutes in various standardised
tests and examinations on an outdated curriculum. For instance, it emerged earlier that the computer science textbooks being
taught to students appearing in this year‘s matric examinations.
It has also come to light, however, that the teachers at these schools themselves do not receive the level of training that they
should. A recent report revealed that the authorities responsible for holding workshops and courses for public school teacher s in
Sindh are themselves run by unqualified staff. The situation persists even though hundreds of millions of rupees have been
spent by the provincial government under pretext of training teachers.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 09/12/2019)

Sindh’s contract teachers met with baton charge yet again
Scores of government school teachers marched towards the Chief Minister House on Monday after their protest outside Karachi
Press Club the same morning appeared futile. The teachers, marching under a one-point charter of demand for the
regularisation of their contracts, attempted to enter the red zone. They were met by baton charge with the police. Several of the
teachers leading the protest as well as others were arrested by the police.
After the police action, the teachers staged a sit-in outside the office of the South DIG. Negotiations with the protestors
eventually began, however, during the negotiation process, the police resorted to baton charge again. Sever al more teachers
were arrested and the police then unleashed water cannons to disperse the demonstrators.
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Primary Teachers Association General-Secretary Sikandar Jatoi said that the teachers
approached the South DIG‘s office to stage a sit-in after seeing their leaders arrested by the police. He recounted that during the
negotiations between the teachers and the police, 20 of the arrested teachers were released. The situation worsened again
though, he said, as the teachers leading the protest were not released by the police. The protesters were met by an even
stronger baton charge then and several more arrests, he added.
The protesting teachers had suffered a similar fate on September 16 while protesting for the same demand – job security.
Infuriated by no measures taken by the provincial government in this regard and the continued police action against them, the y
took to the Karachi Press Club on Monday morning and staged a sit-in. Junior school teachers, primary school teachers and
senior secondary school teachers from all across Sindh participated in the protest in large numbers. They reiterated their
complaint that they had been hired on a contract basis on pure merit without any recommendation in 2010 but have not been
made permanent as yet. According to Jatoi, the Sindh government recruited 18,000 teachers on contract after a test held by the
National Testing Service in 2010. The protesting teachers were hired on merit, he said, adding that the Sindh Assembly has
thrice approved the bill to grant them permanent job status but negative lobbying from the bureaucracy has been preventing the
release of the notification in this regard. If the notification in question is not released, the scope of the protest will be further
expanded to the whole of the province at the taluka level, warned Jatoi.
Traffic remained disrupted at Fawwara Chowk due to the demonstration and police action.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 10/12/2019)

Higher education funding cuts
‗A UNIVERSITY in every district‘, increasing the percentage of youth going to tertiary education from 6-7 to 15-odd per cent (ie
100pc increase), improving the quality of higher education, providing more ‗relevant‘ higher
education, providing more advanced vocational skills, making breakthroughs in information
technology. These have all been touted as government goals and priorities in the last few
years. Even today, ask any government official if higher education is a priority and the answer
would inevitably be ‗yes‘.
But, at the same time, the government has cut the higher education budget substantially this
year. Allocations for recurrent expenditures of universities have been reduced by a good 1520pc compared to last year. It is a lot less than what the Higher Education Commission had
asked for to allow for proposed expansions. The cuts in development expenditures are even deeper. A significant portion of funds
that could have lessened the impact of HEC cuts have been allocated to Dr Atta-ur-Rehman for special initiatives. It is not clear what
these initiatives are and how they will contribute to higher education and/or the country‘s development needs, but it seems Dr Attaur-Rehman‘s access to higher authorities has led to this split, at the cost of money for the HEC and public-sector higher education.
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How do we square the government‘s aim to expand and improve higher education with significant reductions in resources for higher
education? We are going through a financial crunch where, as part of its coping strategy and IMF commitments, the government has
enforced an ‗austerity‘ policy on all public departments. Are HEC cuts just a part of this austerity plan? As the economy stabilises
and moves towards a growth path (which all hope will happen soon), will the resources be increased again? In other words, is this a
short-term setback that will go away in a couple of years?
If higher education is a priority, why impose a cut on higher education? The government always has leeway, even under austerity, to
decide which sector would bear how much of the burden of austerity. And even if austerity had to come, why split the money for
higher education between regular university needs and speculative projects outside the HEC‘s control?
Students dropping out of university today are not likely to return to their education tomorrow.
The need for austerity might not go away as quickly as some expect. We are starting to see signs of stability in some of our
macroeconomic variables, but the path to sustained growth is going to take time. We also have significant accumulated loans that
will have to be serviced and paid off over the next few years. This might mean that, even if growth comes back — which is a big ‗if‘
— we still might not have a lot of fiscal space to raise expenditures quickly and to levels that will allow public universities to come up
in all districts and to double the number of students that access higher education.
Even if we get more fiscal space and the government decides to use this to expand higher education, the hysteresis effect of the
changes that austerity brings with it will have an impact on subsequent expansion. Universities have had to raise fees, stop new
programmes, and cut back on hiring new faculty and staff. Students who drop out today or are unable to join due to cutbacks and/or
fee hikes are not likely to return to education a couple of years later.
There is a deeper issue here as well. What is higher education for? Why does the government subsidise higher education? There
are a certain number of people we need in various specialisations (eg, engineers, doctors, lawyers, computer experts, etc) to ensure
smooth functioning and growth in the economy. If the private sector cannot produce them, the state has an interest in subsidising
education in these areas to ensure sufficient supply of human resources. This is definitely an explicitly stated reason for funding
higher education in Pakistan.
If the above is the only reason for subsidising higher education then, given the unemployment rates in the graduate population, a
squeeze on higher education is not problematic from the point of view of the state, even if it still contradicts the stated aim of the
government to expand access to higher education. Changing stated aims might be politically costly, so the government might as
well live with the contradiction of continuing to express its goals to expand access while simultaneously reducing and keeping
funding low.
But there are other issues at stake too. Access to higher education has strong links to social and economic mobility. The
government has repeatedly said that it aims to create a society based on merit and equal opportunity for all. If this is the case, a
squeeze on funding for public universities directly contradicts these aims. The rich can always attend private universities in Pakistan
or abroad. It is those coming from more constrained economic circumstances that depend more on state subsidies in order to
access higher education. Higher education funding cuts hit these individuals directly.
There is also a gender angle to this story. There are strong links between education and employment of women with many other
important variables like health, health outcomes for the next generation, income, wealth and many others. Funding cuts will deprive
us of these benefits as well.
Funding cuts to higher education is not a simple issue and should not be treated as such. It plays havoc not only with societal goals
but with the lives and life chances of millions. This government has not only cut public higher education funding, it has also allocated
some of the remainder for non-mainstream projects. A deeper debate on the issue is warranted.
(By Faisal bari Dawn, 08, 13/12/2019)

First student union elections at Malir varsity
The first elected body of the student union of the Malir University of Science and Technology (MUST) was elected and sworn in on
Saturday as the university‘s management said the institution of student union was vitally important in transforming societies.
A MUST spokesperson said the varsity‘s Chancellor Prof Tipu Sultan presided over the oath-taking ceremony of the elected union.
Vice Chancellor Prof Mehtab S. Karim and senior faculty members attended the event and spoke.
They highlighted the importance and role of student unions in transforming national and international societies.
The union‘s election was conducted by the varsity‘s election committee headed by Matiullah Siddiqui in which Noman Gul was
elected as its president and Dayanand as secretary.
Six other students were elected as vice president, joint secretary and members of executive committee.
(By Newspaper‘s Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 17/12/2019)
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Students urged to not compromise on their freedom, autonomy
Speakers at a programme were of the unanimous view that students have a right of association and they should not compromise on
their freedom and autonomy.
The programme, organised by Szabist‘s department of social sciences on Tuesday, had several members of civil society along with
former and current student activists discuss the ‗Revival of Student Unions‘ and the ‗code of conduct‘ said to precede this revival.
Opening the floor for discussion, Dr Riaz Shaikh, dean of social sciences at Szabist, said that student unions were a fundamental
right of our youth, take away from them in 1984.
―The voice of our youth was muffled then but the recent discussion in the Sindh cabinet gives some hope. Still, it is not a public
discourse. It demands a forceful debate. And discussion about it should not die down because student unions have their place in
academic life as currently there is no strong voice of the students,‖ he said.
Prof Dr Tauseef Ahmed Khan reminded that there was a decision in 1992 when the Supreme Court re-imposed the ban on student
unions through an interim order, but which was not fully reported by the media. ―It was actually [said that] student unions could
function with certain restrictions,‖ he pointed out.
‘Violence seen at universities was not due to student unions but due to political engineering’
Some students who have examined the bill in question said that it was rather vague in nature as it concerns the welfare of students
but leaves hardly any room for bargaining.
Masood Ahsan suggested picking up from where they had left off in 1984. He also said that the union elections, when they are held,
should be held simultaneously in government as well as private universities. ―The students should have their own constitution and
autonomous bodies where no outside force should interfere. They should also make their own budget,‖ he said.
―There are people saying now that if student unions are revived it would give way to class divides and racial and religious
differences and extremism. But we should trust our youth, our students, who are aware of all these issues,‖ he added.
Discretionary powers of VCs
Rafiq Patel said that there was a clause in the student union bill through which the vice chancellor of a university will have
discretionary powers of rusticating any student.
―It can be quite a dangerous thing to give so much power to one individual. So I suggest having a disciplinary committee instead,‖ he
said, adding that universities should have their own security instead of looking towards the police or Rangers for help every now and
then to restore order.
Saying that, he also pointed out that earlier the violence seen at universities was not due to student unions but due to political
engineering.
Aiman Manan, a student, said that women‘s representation in student unions was also a necessity. ―There should also be reserve
seats for women like there are in parliament,‖ she said.
‘Unions in private varsities a complicated matter’
Women‘s rights activist Anis Haroon then pointed out that having unions and union elections in private universities could be a
complicated matter so it will have to be at government-recognised universities for now.
She also said that there should be restrictions on arms and hate speech in student politics as that leads to violence. But she also
said that one should be careful about what one agrees to at this time of negotiation.
―We have a big youth bulge here which is eyed as a vote bank. So don‘t readily accept all conditions placed before you while
reviving student unions. The unions are the students‘ right of association. They are nurseries preparing you for the future. It is sad
when the government wants credit for the restoration of student unions but won‘t allow students autonomy. So don‘t compromise on
your freedom, your autonomy,‖ she advised.
Szabist president Shahnaz Wazir Ali also agreed that having a student union was a fundamental right of students, which was
snatched from them several decades ago. ―Let‘s discuss the bill for now but remember starting a big debate about it and the
conditions attached with it may just prevent it from happening altogether. This is how we lost out on the pro-women bills too. So let
the bill come first,‖ she said.
Dr Haroon Ahmed observed that it is said that in the absence of student unions, many religious groups and strange political parties
come up, which did more damage than good. ―We have had a dearth of leadership due to the lack of training imparted through the
student unions,‖ he said.
‘No need for women’s quota’
Dr Tipu Sultan said that with the basic right of students taken away from them, there was no fresh blood in politics. ―All the chicks
were gone and we were left with brooding hen,‖ he said.
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About the need for women in student unions, he said that with female students ranging between 60 and 70 per cent at universities,
there was no need for a women‘s quota. ―The women‘s numbers will show up in the elections anyway,‖ he said.
About the code of conduct clause, he advised to not worry too much about it.
―Now is the time to grab the opportunity. The amendments can come later. So I would suggest holding elections on minimum points
for now and the other points can be added later,‖ he said.
Asad Iqbal Butt of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Momin Khan, a former student unionist, journalist and trade unionist
Khurshid Tanvir, Saeed Baloch of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum and others also spoke.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 16, 18/12/2019)

Police beat up teachers yet again
For the third time in as many months, government school teachers were beaten and several of them detained by police as they
tried to march towards the Sindh Assembly on Friday. To disperse the charged crowd, which comprised hundreds of protesting
teachers, police personnel started beating them with batons and used water cannons. At least 14 teachers were injured during
the clash, while around 70 were detained.
The teachers, who set up their camp outside the Karachi Press Club on December 9, marched towards the Sindh Assembly
Building as their leaders‘ negotiations with the education department‘s officials, including its Secretary Ahsan Mangi, faile d
earlier in the morning.
The teachers, marching under a one-point charter of demand for the regularisation of their contracts, attempted to stage a sit -in
in front of the assembly. The protesters claim they have passed the tests held by the University of S indh, Iqra University and
National Testing Service but they haven‘t been regularised yet. On Friday, the protesters, who hail from various districts of
Sindh, assembled on Deen Muhammad Wafai Road but their path towards the Sindh Assembly building was bloc ked with a
container.
A few dozen teachers managed to cross the container while their colleagues joined them at the main gate by walking through
alternative streets and roads. They staged a sit-in outside the assembly and shouted the slogans in favour of their demands.
―There are over 10,000 teachers who need to be regularised,‖ said Babu Laghari, a teacher from Golarchi. He told The Express
Tribune that it was the second time the teachers had been tortured, disrespected and arrested. ―We just demand reg ular jobs,‖
he said. ―We wanted to register our protest before the lawmakers but were badly treated,‖ he added.
Laghari said that the police also tortured and misbehaved with female teachers participating in the march and sit -in. ―We will not
go back until our demands are met.‖
Opposition steps in
Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA Raja Azhar and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan MPA Abdur Rasheed arrived
on the spot and joined the teachers in their protest.
PTI‘s Azhar told the media that they would stand beside the teachers. ―The Sindh government will have to pay the price of this
brutality on the teachers,‖ he warned, adding that the teachers were disrespected through the use of force by the police. ―We will
not let this injustice happen with the teachers,‖ he remarked.
The protesters went back to their camp outside the Karachi Press Club and announced to continue the protest till the release of
the arrested teachers and approval of their demand of regularisation. The protesters say that they have been serving in the
Sindh Education Department after passing the NTS in 2010 but are not being regularised despite several promises. The number
of affected teachers stands at more than 6,000.
Later, the arrested teachers, being kept at different police stations, were released on the instructions of the Sindh government.
Not the first time
Earlier, the teachers, who have been protesting for this one demand for the past several months, were beaten by the police on
September 16 and then again on December 9.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 21/12/2019)

Pakistan’s first street library inaugurated in Karachi
The first street library in Pakistan, with over 600 books on different subjects, was inaugurated in the city on Wednesday, on the
occasion of the 144th birth anniversary of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
The street library is located at the Commissioner‘s Corner at Metropole near Quaid-e-Azam House.
The library, which was set up on the directives of Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani, was inaugurated by Sindh Chief
Secretary Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah. Other senior officials, civil society members, political activists, literary figures and others
attended the inaugural ceremony.
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Appreciating the establishment of the library, Shah said that the library will promote reading culture. He announced that sim ilar
kinds of libraries will also be established in other cities of the province, including Hyderabad and Sukkur.
Meanwhile, Shallwani said that the idea of setting up a street library was part of his efforts towards the promotion of readi ng
culture in the city. He said all six districts of the city will have such street libraries in the coming days.
According to the commissioner, directives have been issued to all deputy commissioners to set up such libraries as well as ma ke
efforts to improve existing government libraries. He also promised that all possible efforts were being made to rehabilitate
existing libraries that are run by government institutions.
By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 26/12/2019)

Uniform curriculum for primary schools to be ready by March, says education minister
Despite the fact that education has become a provincial subject after the passage of the 18th Amendment, Federal Education
Minister Shafqat Mehmood on Wednesday declared that his ministry was busy in devising uniform curricula for the whole country as
the curriculum for primary schools would be ready by March next year.
―We are in the process of making curriculum for the children of entire country, which will encompass everyone as children
irrespective of being enrolled with government-run or privately-run schools even in madressahs will be taught one curriculum,‖ said
the federal minister while speaking at the concluding session of a three-day event to celebrate the 143rd birth anniversary of Quaidi-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah at Sindh Madressatul Islam University.
He said the country had different systems of education, which was discriminatory for its children, which was why the government
wanted to introduce a uniform curriculum. ―These different systems of education have divided the country‘s basic philosophy; a
uniform syllabus will end this condition.‖
He said the Tanzeemul Madaris had accepted his ministry‘s suggestion, according to which children in its madressahs would be
required to appear in matriculation and intermediate examinations.
‘Understanding equality and freedom is precondition to understanding the ideals of Quaid-i-Azam’
The minister said the present turmoil in India vis-à-vis discrimination against Muslims had proved the Quaid‘s vision correct by
getting a separate homeland for the Muslims of British India.
Rabbani blames PTI for making parliament ineffective
Former Senate chairman Raza Rabbani said the present parliament had been made so ineffective by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insafled federal government that it was less efficient than the Majlis-i-Shura of dictator Gen Ziaul Haq.
―I have to say this with heavy heart that Zia‘s Shura was more efficient than the present parliament because of the policies of the
PTI government, which shows little spine in devising them,‖ said Senator Rabbani.
He said the parliament had been made spineless, where nothing was being brought before it by the federal government to get its
consent.
―The parliament has not been taken into confidence when the government inked an agreement with the IMF [International Monetary
Fund] in which it accepted the hard conditions that crippled even the provinces.
―Similarly, among many such decisions that have impacted the country a great deal, including the one relating to the summit in
Malaysia, have been taken arbitrarily without consent of the parliament,‖ he said.
―We don‘t follow the Quaid‘s teaching on unity, faith and discipline. The state has changed the whole narrative. We have changed
what was the cherished dream of Quaid-i-Azam into a national security state after his death,‖ he said.
He said no one from abroad should dictate Pakistan in its internal matters.
Referring to the prime minister‘s recent decision not to attend a summit hosted by Malaysia, he said that the government was so
much in awe of its rich patrons that it was devising its national policies looking towards those countries. ―We have not gone to the
place where we should have gone because of pressure of those who give us money.‖
Mr Rabbani said the country was passing through a difficult time where those who spoke about provincial autonomy and democracy
were being called traitors.
‘Jinnah had struggled for provincial autonomy’
Senior human rights activist I.A. Rehman said Mr Jinnah was a multifaceted personality and his achievements required to be
repeated in various fields and institutions.
He said the Quaid was a great supporter of education, which was evident from the fact that he bequeathed his property to
educational institutions after his death.
Mr Rehman said Mr Jinnah had struggled for provincial autonomy, which was evident from his lifelong struggle.
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He said understanding equality and freedom were preconditions to understanding the ideals of Quaid-i-Azam. However, he added,
at present the country was infested with class divide and human rights violations, which was against the teachings of the founder of
Pakistan.
Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister on Universities and Boards and Pro-chancellor of SMIU Nisar Ahmed Khuhro said everyone should
be grateful to Quaid-i-Azam and Sindh because of whom this country came into being.
―The resolution for Pakistan was adopted by the Sindh Assembly while Quaid-i-Azam was also born in Sindh,‖ he said.
SMIU Vice Chancellor Mohammed Ali Shaikh said universities‘ role in achieving the objectives set by the Quaid was commendable.
He commended the eminent personalities who came to the university and helped its students to know about the principles of the
Quaid.
(By Newspaper‘s Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 26/12/2019)

Tech guru who designed a ride-hailing app rides a path to success
Over the years and past many seasons, the landscape surrounding the NED University of Engineering and Technology
(NEDUET) had transformed drastically. As Dr Abdul Azim registered the change, the air, pregnant with nostalgia, weighed him
down with the memories of his youth. Lost in thoughts, as vague, fleeting images from the past came to life before his ey es, he
was startled out of his reverie coming across a familiar face.
It belonged to the security guard sitting beside the varsity‘s gate. But he had been there many years ago as well, when the n ow
aged Abdul was a student. Surprisingly, wrinkles and lines had not marred his face, and his posture lacked the bent that signifies
aging. Intrigued, Abdul felt compelled to talk to him and later came to know that he was actually the son the security guard who
used to guard the gates during Abdul‘s student life.
The guard not just bore a striking resemblance to his father but was also carrying forward his legacy. He would live the same life
as his father, with only marginal improvement, if any – the distressing thought gripped Abdul.
It was not the same in the case of his own son, though. He had come a long way, having emerged as a leader and pioneer in the
technology sector – Atif Azim is known to the world as the brain that designed the ‗Careem‘ application and the co -founder of
VentureDrive, a technology solutions company.
If it could happen for Atif, then why not for others? The thought nagged Abdul.
From humble beginnings
For Atif, the question has only one answer – education.
―Education develops thought and enlightens one to live in society [in a civilised manner],‖ he said. ―Education brings about
change.‖
Atif‘s ideas are a product of him being familiarised with his father‘s rise from living an ordinary life to acquiring educati on at top
ranked institution.
Hailing from Karachi, Abdul studied at a public school and later got admission at NEDUET. He stayed focused on making the
best of any and all learning opportunities presented to him, which resulted in him securing a scholarship for completing PhD at a
university in London. His hard work and education enabled him to go places, as he landed a job in the Middle East and provided
the best he could to his family.
Atif acquired education at renowned and prestigious institutions. He attended the Imperial College of Science and Technology,
where he studied electrical engineering at undergraduate level, and moved on to acquire postgraduate education in the streams
of electrical engineering and computer science from Stanford University. He has served on high positions in tech giants like
Cisco Systems, KPMG Global and Brience Inc.
Reflecting on his father‘s journey, Atif said, ―I feel proud that my father made it to one of the best universities in the wo rld despite
spending his formative years at a public school.‖
Returning to roots
Inspired by his father‘s struggle and stirred by values instilled in him by his parents, Atif returned to Pakistan with the sole
intention of serving the country.
―People leave Pakistan to gain education, experience and money. I had it all. And so, I returned,‖ he said.
Back in his native country, he dedicated himself to developing the technology sector as well as a platform for budding tech
experts to progress and make it big. Atif co-founded Pakistan‘s first private, tech-focused incubator, DotZero. He has also taken
up the role of an angel investor, providing financial assistance to startups in the Middle East. His main area of interest, ho wever,
continues to be prompting technological advancements in Pakistan and providing easy access to growth platforms to the
emerging talent to help them realise their dreams.
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Exploring potential, finding success
A visionary, Atif sees immense potential for advancement in the technology sector in Pakistan. He finds the young talent in t he
country capable of emerging as leaders in the tech industry and skilled to bridge gaps in a range of areas by coming up with
innovative technology-based solutions.
The tech guru spoke with particular reference to Karachi – the economic hub and the country‘s largest metropolis – in this
regard.
―Karachi has been grappling with problems similar to those faced by other big cities,‖ he said. These, in his opinion, can easily
be resolved through technology-based solution, which he thinks the young entrepreneurs from the very city are capable of
devising. ―They have the ambition and the skill to solve the issues troubling the city via technology,‖ said Atif.
Plus, government policies too have been designed to encourage enterprise in the technology sector, he said, adding that ―the
opportunities [here] are countless.‖ Elaborating further, he said, ―No taxes are applied on IT exports in Pakistan, which makes it
easier for local companies to compete with international counterparts and the government realises the importance of IT and ha s
been supporting incubation centres.‖
Foreseeing potential for technological advancement in the country, moved by his ambition and with faith in Pakistan‘s young
developers, Atif and his team set about to creating an application that was to gain recognition and acclaim internat ionally.
Back then, his office was too small, recalled Atif. But he had big dreams. And he was determined to make them a reality. Driv en
and focused, he developed the mobile application for Careem, a ride-hailing company, which turned out to be the remarkable
beginning of his journey to success.
Presently, he has to his credit the development of the website and application for Islamic Finder, a digital platform featuri ng
information pertaining to Islam, development of an Integrated Mobility Platform for t raffic for traffics management and monitoring
of Dubai‘s transport system and development of applications for various airlines, under the banner of his company,
VentureDive. The company has also been assigned the creation of an application for diabetic pa tients in the Middle East and
Gulf states, to help them with monitoring their sugar levels and treatment.
Overcoming small snags
However, while Atif is optimistic about the technology sector witnessing steep growth in the future, he does acknowledge that the
ride to the top will not always be smooth and there will be some bumps on the way.
Identifying one of these problems, he said there was a need to remove obstacles that hamper the movement of Pakistani IT
professionals out of the country and international IT experts visiting the country. He also feels the need for diversity in the IT
sector, explaining that a strategy needs to be devised for increasing the participation of people from the remote areas and n ot
just limiting the scope of the technology sector to a few cities.
Besides, he calls for a liaison between the IT companies, universities, government bodies and incubation centres to put in
collaborative efforts for polishing the skills of aspiring technology professionals in Pakistan, enabling them to compete and make
a mark internationally.
Looking forward to a bright future
Nevertheless, Atif envisages a bright future for the technology sector and budding tech professionals in the country.
He appreciates the growing trend of entrepreneurship among IT professionals. Startups colouring the IT landscape excite him.
And he is thrilled at the prospect of technology-based solutions being employed to resolve issues pertaining to healthcare and
education.
If ever his confidence in the ―promising technology scene of Pakistan‖ falters, it is soon restored, finding affirmation in the
success of the application for Careem. ―It shows that we are capable of creating products that can compete in the internation al
market,‖ he said.
Impelled by his ambition, he is determined to work towards providing better academic opportunities to the youth of Pakistan, so
that they may grow and prosper, making a mark in their chosen fields. So that they may not necessarily have to settle for
adopting the same profession as their fathers. So that they may take a chance at changing their destiny. And so that the son of a
security guard, if nothing else, is at least able to consider the possibility of having a bright future.
This story is part of a weekly series that seeks to bring to light the unsung heroes of Karachi – the hawkers, traders, doctors,
teachers, engineers, lawyers and daily-wage labourers. It is they who make Karachi the city of lights.
(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 04, 30/12/2019)
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