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Demolition of restaurant: SHC rejects contempt plea against KMC 
 

The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Tuesday rejected the contempt of court plea filed by a builder against Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation (KMC), regarding the demolition of a restaurant under construction at Bagh Ibne Qasim. 
 
Counsel for KMC, Advocate Sameer Gazanfar, argued that the land for the restaurant was acquired at Bagh Ibne Qasim in 1999 
and instead of taking up the issue of regularisation with the KMC, a case was filed in the court. 
 
Ghazanfar further said that the Supreme Court (SC) had placed a ban on commercial use of parks. A divisional bench 
comprising Justice Junaid Ghaffar and Justice Yousuf Ali Syed rejected the contempt of court plea against KMC and also 
dismissed the plea for stay against the demolition. 
 
Plea against Alvi 
The SHC ordered the petitioner to produce record of the plea he had filed against the election of Dr Arif Alvi as President of 
Pakistan by January 21. A two-member bench comprising Justice Iqbal Kalhoro and Justice Shamsuddin Abbasi heard the case. 
 
Petitioner, Azmat Rehan, argued that Dr Alvi was involved in tampering the court‘s record. He claimed that the current SHC chief 
justice had also issued orders against him. 
 
The petitioner said that Dr Alvi, in his affidavit in the case under trial in court since 1977, thrice misquoted that he was the co-
trustee of Alvia trust and in a claim on Salt Bank at Hawkes Bay, he declared himself as trustee. He said that a person invol ved 
in tampering court records could not be president of the country. 
(By Hafeez Tunio / Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 02/01/2019) 

 
300 shops built on drain in Korangi razed by KDA 

 
Over 300 shops constructed illegally on Karachi Development Authority (KDA) land and drains in Korangi were demolished as the 

grand anti-encroachment operation to retrieve illegally occupied city land was under 
way in the neighbourhood. 
 
The KDA anti-encroachment staff began its operation in the morning on 1600 Road, 
a street in the Korangi No5½, and demolished the illegal structures constructed 
mainly on drains. 
 
KDA director general Samiuddin Siddiqui, who supervised the operation, 
told Dawn that the anti-encroachment operation in Korangi would continue till the 
removal of all encroachments. 
 

He said that almost ever shop demolished in the operation had one or two floors, which were being used as residential units. 
 
The DG said that the KDA had identified over 6,000 encroachments on its land across the city. 
 
He said the KDA had removed over 6,000 encroachments from its land in different parts of the city last year. 
 
Mr Siddiqui referred to the order of the Supreme Court for removal of all encroachments in the city and said that the operation would 
continue till its logical end. 
 
He said that efforts were being made for clearing all KDA property. 
 
The KDA chief said that the city development authority had always played a main role in the uplift of the city in the past and so shall 
be continued. 
 
KDA executive engineer Rasheed Solangi, director estate and enforcement Dildar Hussain Shah, demolishing officer Saeed Ahmed, 
assistant director estate and enforcement Khuram Shahbaz, media coordinator Akram Sattar and other were also present during the 
operation. 
 
A heavy contingent of police and Rangers were also present during the action against encroachments. 
 
Encroachments around zoo 
Meanwhile, Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that the Supreme Court had directed the civic and municipal agencies to remove 
illegally-constructed shops and encroachments on city drains, footpaths and amenity plots within one month. 
 
He said that action against encroachments around the Karachi Zoo, Lea Market and in other parts of the city would be carried out. 
The mayor was speaking to a delegation of the Zoological Garden Market Association. 
 
He said that the Supreme Court verdict was on the petition filed by former city nazim Naimatullah Khan under which no commercial 
activity could be carried out in parks and on drains and footpaths and subsequently all federal and provincial government 
organisations and KMC were directed to take the action in 15 days and submit its report. 
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The mayor said the action against encroachments was being carried out by all government organisations in accordance with the 
order of the apex court. 
 
―KMC is not alone in this operation,‖ he added. 
 
Mr Akhtar said balloting for allotment of alternative shops to affected traders would be held in the Commissioner Karachi Office next 
week. 
 
―All shopkeepers who were paying rent to KMC will get alternative place for business,‖ he said. 
 
He asked the delegation members to vacate their shops around the zoo by Friday as the action against unauthorised and illegally 
constructed structures would be taken on Saturday and Sunday. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16, 03/01/2019) 

 
Anti-encroachment drive against shops, houses termed `unethical` 

 

The Women Action Forum (WAF) on Thursday registered its strong protest against ongoing antiencroachment drive for demolition of 
shops, houses and workplaces in various parts of the teeming metropolis and demanded it should be stopped forthwith. 
 
`WAF is shocked and angry at the demolition of shops and homes in different parts of Karachi. In the name of the illegality of 
encroachment small businesses and livelihoods have been destroyed. 
 
The process has been unilateral and colonial whereby no attempt has been made to hold dialogue with the affected people and help 
them resettle before the sudden dismemberment of their economic base,` said activists belonging to the WAF in a letter to Mayor 
Wasim Alchtar. 
 
They said the destruction had severely-affected small businesses andlivelihoods, chiefly of those who hailed from lower socio-
economic groups. 
 
`WAF believes the state is responsible for the well-being of all its citizens and should ensure their livelihood. If the state had failed to 
protect the city from encroachment it does not give it the right to destroy the livelihood of small traders and vendors. 
 
The activists regretted that a unilateralapproach had been adopted during the exercise as `no attempt was ever made to take into 
confidence or hold dialogue with inhabitants of the targeted areas, including urban peripheries. 
 
`Sudden dismemberment of properties was said to have severely compromised the economic base of affected population as most of 
them have no alternative options to sustain their living. 
 
WAF believed justice should be equally applied, and Karachi must be governed by the people of Karachi and in a democratic 
manner. 
 
Demanding that destruction must stop immediately, it asked the mayor to make sure a dialogue between the affected and the city 
administration must be commenced. 
 
Besides, they demanded that those who initially authorised the encroachments in Karachi, especially what was referred to as `china 
cutting` should be identified and the responsible must be made to compensate the ones whonow suffered. 
 
Anis Haroon, a WAF member, said the authorities should not make up a political issue out of a pure human dilemma. 
 
The activists asked the civil society of the city to organise a dialogue between the housing experts, lawyers, rights groups, city 
administration, legislators, and the affected people to outline a plan that gave pathways of rehabilitation and compensation to those 
affected within three months. 
 
`Two wrongs do not make a right. If the encroachments were illegal, their unilateral destruction is unethical. 
 
Encroachments are a failure of the government to provide physical space for trade, for work, and to eat and relax. 
 
Encroachments are also a failure of the state to control the powerful to appropriate physical space through manipulation and 
connivance. 
 
They condemned the discriminatory attitude exhibited by the Karachi authorities in the recent campaign to remove encroachments 
which they called as illegal. 
 
Regretting over the `insensitivity shown towards the plight of thousands of people`, the activists inquired as to how such a campaign 
was initiated without offering certain resettlement provision for those expected to abandon sites that were their homes and 
workplaces forpastseveralyears. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/927/tahir-siddiqui
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`[The J inability to protect the metrop-olis from encroachment does not give any one the right to destroy livelihoods of small traders 
and vendors. 
 
`No action` against big businesses slammed They condemned the discrimination allegedly committed during the ongoing campaign 
with `no action` taken against big businesses and influential individuals and organisations that had encroached upon public property 
with absolute impunity. 
 
Attention in this context was drawn towards the expensive properties which were built on amenity plots for parking lots, parks and 
hospitals and building codes were violated with impunity to mal(e them lavish, luxurious and profitable. 
 
Unauthorised expansion of private properties, owned by influential and resourceful sections, was cited to be nothing unusual in 
Karachi, with little action ever taken against those encroachers. 
 
`Action be taken against all those who initially authorised encroachment in the city, particularly in the name of china cutting. 
 
The activists further demanded that people, officials and groups responsible for encroachments must be made to compensate for 
the loss and inconvenience caused to marginalised sections hoodwinlced over the years by unscrupulous elements. 

(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 16, 04/01/2019) 

 
Restoring zoological garden: KMC market around Karachi Zoo goes today 

 
With scores of shops and offices expected to be demolished along the boundary wall of the Karachi Zoo today (Saturday), 

shopkeepers started vacating their establishments on Friday after all their protests and 
efforts to reason with the authorities seemed to have failed. 
 
The planned demolition exercise will raze up to 500 shops and offices built along the 
periphery of the Karachi Zoo, as part of the city-wide anti-encroachment operation being 
carried out on the Supreme Court‘s orders. 
 
According to the patrons, the shops were rented out to them by the Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation in the 1960s. Generations of tenants of these shops have been conducting 
businesses and trade activities in these structures since. 
 
Recently, however, the KMC ended the contracts of tenancy, after which the 

shopkeepers have been continuously protesting the move. They also met Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhter earlier this week, who 
assured them of the provision of an alternative space. 
 
Preparations 
On Friday, a session, chaired by Municipal Commissioner Saifur Rehman, was held to prepare a plan for the demolition. KMC‘s 
anti-encroachment director Bashir Siddiqi, adviser Masood Alam, Estate Director Tasneem Ahmed and other officials attended 
the session. 
 
MC Saifur Rehman said that the shops present on the zoo‘s property should be demolished in light of the SC‘s orders. Heavy 
machinery, dumpers and loaders have been arranged for the operation, which is expected to start at 10am today (Saturday).   
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 05/01/2019) 

 
Anti-encroachment campaign: Traders warn of protests if alternative spaces not provided 

 
Shop owners in the city have given Sindh‘s local government a 48-hour deadline to provide alternative spaces for the shops 

which have been marked for demolition. They have threatened to block MA Jinnah Road 
on Monday afternoon if their demand is not met. 
 
Representatives of seven markets of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) gave 
the warning at a press conference on Saturday in response to the anti-encroachment 
notices issued by the KMC. Shopkeepers from Bahadur Shah Zafar Market, Aurangzeb 
Market, Tyre Market, Motorcycle Spare Parts Market, Urdu Bazar, Taj Mahal Market and 
Jubilee Market held a token protest on MA Jinnah road and warned that if the 
government did not withdraw the notice, they will block the road completely on Monday. 
 
‘Zero-tolerance policy regarding encroachment’ 
MA Jinnah Road is one of the city‘s oldest and most crucial roads as it runs through the 

city all the way to the docks. If the road is blocked, thousands of citizens will be inconvenienced and businesses may also suffer. 
 
―If Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar does not contact us by Monday 3pm, we will block the road,‖ said businessmen Faisal Khalil, 
who was flanked by Liaqat Shaikh, Adam Hussain and Muhammad Ahsan Gujjar. 
 
KMC has sent notices to vacate the shops in the above-mentioned markets. The traders maintain that they have been running 
these shops for over 50 years and have been paying rent diligently. 
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―KMC is forcing us into unemployment and inflicting starvation on our families on the pretext of the anti -encroachment 
campaign,‖ said the businessman of the old city area. 
 
They appealed to the Chief Justice of Pakistan, asking him to save their families from economic disaster. They said they their 
shops might be considered encroachments but they are registered and they have been regular rent and tax payers.  
 
Khalil said that the government should provide them with alternative space first and then it can proceed to demolish these 1,500 
shops. The marked shops include 125 shops in Bahadur Shah Zafar Market, 167 in Aurangzeb Market, 110 in Urdu Bazar, 108 
in Taj Mahal Market, 407 in Jubilee Market, and 120 in Akbar Road Motorcycle Market. 
 
The traders are willing to vacate these shops but not without substitute arrangements as they have been in their respective 
businesses for decades and it would be impossible, they claim, for them to find alternative arrangements  in the brief notice 
period they have been given.  
(By Our Correspondents The Express Tribune, 04, 06/01/2019) 

 
Demolition squad: 150 shops at Karachi Zoo razed, 250 to go 

 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) demolished on Saturday around 150 shops built on the premises of the Karachi 

Zoo. Over 250 shops are expected to be razed over the next couple of days as part 
of the anti-encroachment operation being carried out on the Supreme Court‘s orders. 
 
The shops and offices demolished on Saturday were at least seven decades old and 
had been rented out by the KMC in the 1960s. The operation seeks to demolish the 
around 200 shops and 205 offices built along the peripheral walls of Karachi Zoo. On 
Saturday morning, KMC officials, aided by heavy machinery, razed 150 shops. They 
included establishments selling musical instruments, car batteries and other spare 
parts. 
 
Restoring zoological garden: KMC market around Karachi Zoo goes today 
Large contingents of police and Rangers personnel were deployed in the vicinity to 
avoid any confrontation with the shop owners, who had largely vacated the spaces a 

day earlier. During the operation, the road from Garden to Lasbela was blocked for vehicular traffic. 
 
Tenancy terminated 
KMC‘s anti-encroachment director, Bashir Siddiqui, told The Express Tribune that the shops had been rented out by the 
zoological gardens and the KMC‘s estate department in the 1960s. On January 1, the KMC had issued notices to the tenants, 
effectively ending their contracts and asking them to vacate the premises before they were demolished. 
 
RCB demolishes 17 illegal shops 
In response to a question, Siddiqui said that the residences of the zoo‘s employees were built behind the shops.   Notices to 
vacate the houses have also been issued, but the commercial activities were stopped in the first phase of the operation. In 
addition to this, buildings in Bagh Ibne Qasim will also be demolished, he said. 
 
Loss of a living 
The owner of a shop, who asked not to named, told The Express Tribune that he had been running the shop for the last 40 
years. ―My father was allotted this shop in 1962 and I have been working here since 1975,‖ he said, adding that the KMC had 
unjustly demolished the shops ahead of their deadline of January 21. 
 
―I have daughters and I don‘t know how I will run my house. This was our only source of income,‖ he lamented.   
(By Saba Naz The Express Tribune, 05, 06/01/2019) 

 
The Future Of Karachi’s Saddar 

 
For the past 30 years, the future of Empress Market and hence of Karachi‘s Saddar has been a subject of debate among architects, 

planners, administrators and politicians. Some have proposed that the building 
should be turned into a museum, others have wanted it to become an art gallery 
and, more recently, the planners appointed by the government have proposed that 
it should be turned into a high-end dining space. There are also those who have 
said it is, after all, Empress Market (the emphasis being on market). So why should 
it not remain a market? 
 
All proposals have been accompanied by area plans. The proposal of the present 
city mayor is simple: Empress Market should be restored to its former glory. To 
which period ―former‖ belongs to has not been defined. 
 
The future function of Empress Market will, to a great extent determine whether 

Saddar is to acquire an elitist and sanitised physical and social environment, taking away yet more more space from the middle-
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middle, lower-middle and working classes of the city, or will it, in some way, reflect its existing populous nature. After the recent 
demolition of the bazaars around Empress Market, the eviction of shopkeepers from within it, and the removal of the hawkers from 
Saddar‘s streets and pavements, the question of its future has become all the more important, not only for Saddar, but for Karachi 
as a whole. So, a bit of history is necessary. 
 
The recent ‘anti-encroachment’ drive in Karachi has resulted in the loss of over 200,000 jobs as well as threats to the multi-class 
social and cultural fabric of Saddar. Eos presents a proposal to ensure that the city’s tangible and intangible heritage are both 
preserved... 
 
A HISTORY OF SADDAR 
Saddar was established in 1839, after the British occupied Karachi as a trading post, in competition with the markets of the native 
city which were located within and on the periphery of the walled city of Karachi, mainly in the areas of Kharadar and Mithadar. After 
the annexation of Sindh in 1843, the British administrative and military functions were located in Saddar and its environs. The first 
Church in Karachi was also built in 1843 in Saddar and, between then and the turn of the century, a large number of the important 
administrative and military complexes were constructed in Saddar along with civic and religious buildings of the Christian and Parsi 
communities. 
 
The freedom fighters of the rebellion of 1857 against the British were also blown from the mouths of cannons in Saddar on the 
parade ground where Empress Market is located today and the parts of their blown-up bodies were buried in pits on the parade 
ground. As such, Empress Market is also their mausoleum. There are many legends associated with the rebellion and they survive 
with the residents of Chanesar Goth, many of whose ancestors were sent to Kala Paani to die of disease and starvation because 
they had supported the rebellion led by Ramay Panday, who was from Bareli (in Uttar Pradesh) and a Subedar in the army of the 
East India Company. 
 
Empress Market was inaugurated in 1889. It was designed as a meat, vegetable, fruit and household goods market and it was 
meant for the families of the British administrators and soldiers and Goans and Parsis who inhabited Saddar. The area around the 
market had posh cafes, bars, and restaurants such as the Saddar Tea Rooms, Elphinstone Restaurant, India Coffee House, the old 
Todi shop and Café Parisian. Badly dressed persons were not permitted to enter Saddar and it came to be known as the European 
Quarter of Karachi where the white population could shop in a not unfamiliar environment, often with merchandise brought from 
home. 
 
Here it is important to note that Empress Market was part of a larger urban design project. It was placed on the axis of Napier Street 
(Karam Ali Talpur Road). During the same period, the Edulji Dinshaw Dispensary was also built (1882) and it was placed on the axis 
of Somerset Street (Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road). The Parsi maternity home was built in 1917. These three buildings are built around 
Jahangir Park, which was inaugurated in 1883 and was the first and last gravel park of Karachi. 
 
A number of other axes were also created by the British. An important one in Saddar is Clark Street (Shahrah-e-Iraq). Christ the 
King monument and St. Patrick‘s Cathedral lie on its axis and so does the High Court. Before Partition, there was an important 
monument on the crossing of Clark Street and Somerset Street emphasising the importance of the axis. The monument has long 
since disappeared. In any plan for Saddar, the importance of these axes has to be taken into account and respected. 
 
Because of its importance, Saddar also became an important public transport terminal of a city that, by 1941, had a population of 

450,000. Bus routes terminated here and it was an important tramway 
junction. 
 
And so Empress Market and Saddar continued until 1947 when the 
demography of Karachi underwent a major change due to Partition and the 
market, along with Saddar as a whole, had to accommodate the needs of a 
much larger population and also cater to different classes and ethnicities. By 
1977, Saddar had 44 pre-Partition businesses still operative, 17 non-text 
bookshops, 17 bars and nightclubs, 11 billiard rooms, 12 cinemas and four 
music schools. In addition, it had 37 restaurants and cafes. These facilities 
catered to different classes and existed side by side. Jahangir Park became 
the centre of political and religious activity and a cricket ground, where 

Pakistan‘s leading cricketers have played and received training. Thus, a multi-class public space was created which was within 
walking distance from the federal secretariat on the Artillery Maidaan, Civil Lines (where embassies were located), the university on 
Baba-e-Urdu Road, and the D.J College, S.M Law College, and N.E.D Engineering College. As a result, a mix of bureaucrats, 
politicians, intellectuals, students and proletariat became part of Saddar‘s commercial and intellectual life. 
 
Since Saddar was the destination or transit point for the majority of commuters, the new commercial demands found space around 
Empress Market and its neighborhood to establish themselves. The state supported this process by regularising and, in some 
cases, creating the emerging business markets. 
 
With ‗Islamisation‘ in 1977, entertainment and recreation disappeared from Saddar. The night clubs, bars and billiard rooms 
vanished. With this change, the elite stopped visiting it. The retail markets started to cater almost entirely to the lower and lower-
middle class. However, Saddar remained a major bus terminal in Karachi and, as a result, the number of commuters continued to 
increase with an increase in population. Hawkers emerged to cater to the needs of the commuters and occupied pavements and, 
later on, even entire streets. In the sixties, trade and commerce expanded rapidly but no place was developed in the city for catering 
to it. Since Saddar was the destination or transit point for the majority of commuters, the new commercial demands found space 
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around Empress Market and its neighbourhood to establish themselves. The state 
supported this process by regularising and, in some cases, creating the emerging 
business markets. So in the process, the tea market (with strong links with Kenya, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh), the bird market (with strong links with legal bird suppliers in 
Africa and Southeast Asia but also with smugglers in the wildlife trade) and the dry fruit 
market (with strong links with Balochistan and Afghanistan) were created in 1962. The 
cloth markets with strong links with Chinese and Indian product importers were created 
in 1972-1973. The tea, dry fruit and bird markets were specialised markets, and their 
customers were those who had an acquired taste for these products. All informally 
created markets, hawkers, beggars and performers paid bhatta (extortion money) 
amounting to crores of rupees per month to ‗collectors‘ protected by the police. 
 
This entire development was organic and ad hoc, its nature determined by the culture 
and the financial and technical constraints of those who created it. Its ―disorganisation‖ 
was heavily criticised by planners and city managers. At the same time, the ambience it 
created was appreciated by many architects and romantics, and especially by tourists. 
This was because of its strong informal culture and atmosphere of an ―oriental bazaar.‖ 
People from all walks of life kept visiting Empress Market but it was the commuters and 
Karachi‘s middle-middle and lower-middle class that were the majority. As the number 
of predominantly male visitors increased, the number of women visitors decreased and, 

with the end of elite-related recreation and entertainment, and the creation of alternative bazaars in the elite ghettos, the ―begums‖ 
ceased to visit it. 
 
 
WHAT WAS LOST? 
It is not possible to determine the extent of loss that the demolition has caused to the informal economy of Karachi, which according 
to estimates is 30-40 percent of its total economy. Nor is it possible to determine the loss incurred to various chains of production, 
delivery, wholesale and retail. However, it is possible to determine the number of markets that have been demolished, and the 
number of jobs that have been lost in the process (a list of demolished markets is given on page 1). Here, it is important to note that 
72 percent of all Karachi jobs are informal and the majority of jobs lost due to the demolition are almost all informal. 
 

Estimates vary. However, the figure most quoted is that 1,700 shops were 
demolished, of which 1,200 were either leased or were paying rent to the 
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. Inside the market, 93 butchers‘ shops were 
also destroyed although they were not encroachers. In addition, fruit and 
vegetable markets were removed from the pavements and so were 
approximately 3,000 push-cart hawkers. These figures do not include mobile 
hawkers and those who spread out cloth on the ground and placed their 
wares on it. It also does not include the musicians and performers who 
entertained the commuting public, nor the beggars who extracted charity from 
the visitors. Surveys by NED University students of development studies and 
the KarachiAUrban Resource Centre have established that over 200,000 
persons lost their jobs due to the demolitions. These include suppliers of 
manufactured goods, meat and vegetables; employees of the various 

businesses; porters, solid-waste collectors, chowkidaars, and 20-30 Hindu women who sold spices on the roadside like their parents 
and grandparents had done before them. 

 
Visits and meetings with the affected population established that they were 
poor and, as a result of the demolition, they are rapidly falling into debt, without 
which they can no longer feed their children or pay their rents. 
 
In addition to the markets, Saddar also has a cultural life revolving around the 
educational and religious institutions of the Christians and Muslims. The most 
important Catholic cathedral (St. Patrick‘s) is located here along with a number 
of Catholic educational institutions, including St Patrick‘s High School and St 
Joseph‘s Convent High School, set up in 1861 and 1862 respectively. Katchi 
Memon Masjid, an important mosque and educational institution of Karachi is 
also located here. Then, there is night cricket played on the streets under 
floodlights in Ramazan and also on weekends. There are also special bazaars 
during Eid and people from all over Karachi, including its distant katchi abadis 
visit them. And then there is also a Sunday book bazaar at Regal Chowk 
which has been there since the last 50 years and attracts students and book 
lovers from every corner of the city. 
 
With the building of the Atrium Cinemas and the commercial area connected to 
them, a process of gentrification is emerging in Saddar. Owners of properties 
are being approached by developers, and fast-food outlets are exploring the 
possibility of establishing themselves here. Some have already done so. This 
gentrification is welcome and should be guided through appropriate building 
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by-laws and zoning regulations that also promote the reuse of heritage buildings. However, Saddar‘s present reality and its pre- and 
post-Partition history and tangible and intangible heritage should also be protected and promoted so that a multi-class public space 
can be recreated. For example, a non-obtrusive plaque in a corner of the Empress Market courtyard should be placed in memory of 
the martyrs of the freedom movement of 1857 and should tell their forgotten story. 
 
Surveys by NED University students of development studies and the Karachi Urban Resource Centre have established that over 
200,000 persons lost their jobs due to the demolitions. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
The manner in which this can be done is by accommodating the old markets and bringing back the hawkers in an organised manner 
so that their presence does not create congestion or obstruct pedestrian and vehicular movement. Popular culture can also be 
promoted by creating public spaces for performances by young people who constantly demand open spaces in the city centre for 
their cultural activities and fail to get it. Some occupy space without permission, such as the ghazal singers of Kotari Parade did 
when Muhammad Bin Qasim Park was open, and the singers and dancers in the Frere Hall gardens. More recently, such space has 
formally been provided in a park in Sector 11-B of North Karachi, which has been taken over by Habib Bank Limited under the 
‗Adopt a Park‘ Scheme. 
 
Keeping the above vision in view, it is proposed that: 
 

1. Bring back the meat, vegetable, spices and household goods shops in the interior of a beautifully restored Empress Market. 
This was its original function. 

 
2. Create about 800 shops in an organised manner around the building of the Empress Market. These shops can be of metal, 

dismantle-able and of low height. They can be arranged in a manner that the view of the Empress Market is not obstructed. 
Even after they have been put in place there will be sufficient space around the market to accommodate events such as 
weekend bazaars, food courts and cultural happenings (for details see above plans and 3-D models). 

 
3. Where wide pavements are available, such as on Preedy Street, small beautifully designed and dismantle-able kiosks can 

be placed for commercial activity. 
 

4. Bazaars that cannot be accommodated around the market can be shifted to the City Government District Karachi (CDGK) 
parking plaza and the open space next to it can be developed in an organised manner as a hawkers‘ market. To make the 
plaza and the hawkers‘ market commercially viable, a number of bus stops should be created next to them on Preedy Street. 
A pleasant walkway should link the hawkers‘ market to the Empress Market podium. The walkway should continue to an 
appropriately upgraded Regal Chowk so that the weekend book bazaar can be held in a more pleasant environment. The 
walkway should continue to the Burnes Road food street, where pavements can be widened to accommodate roadside 
eating spaces. The walkway can then turn right to a renovated Urdu Bazaar which is visited by hundreds if not thousands of 
students and book lovers every day, and then turn left to the open space near the S.M. Law College and the D.J. Science 
College, and also to Pakistan Chowk. Many such walkways can be created to link students, small businesses, hawkers and 
different types of eating places with each other. 

 
5. Hawkers‘ bazaars that are held on M.A. Jinnah Road on Sundays and are visited by low-income groups should also be 

organised so as to have a better appearance. Spaces for community, cultural and social use should be created wherever 
open space is available. Perhaps some aspects of the Pakistan Chowk Community Centre can serve as a model. 

 
6. The axes that were created by the British should be enhanced. Pavements on both sides of Karam Ali Talpur Road, Raja 

Ghazanfar Ali Road and Shahrah-e-Iraq should be widened and trees on either side should be planted so as to enhance the 
axis and integrate important public buildings into a larger plan. 

 
7. The car parking problem in Saddar is less related to the non-availability of space and more to traffic and space 

management. Space for parking can be considerably enhanced by segregating through and local traffic in Saddar. 
Proposals for this have been made previously by the Traffic Engineering Bureau. 

 
8. A major constraint in improving Saddar‘s physical and social environment is related to the poor state of Karachi‘s public 

transport vehicles and the pollution they cause, both visually and environmentally. In addition, there is an absence of proper 
bus stops, pavements and traffic management. If these aspects are not addressed, it is more than possible that Saddar will 
go back to being what it was before the demolition. But then, this is not a Saddar-specific problem but holds good for all of 
Karachi. 

 

 
THE PROCESS 
The above proposals are schematic in nature. They, or any future plans, need to be critically examined and discussed with the 
Saddar market operators, hawkers‘ unions and the residents of Saddar. To make this possible, it will be necessary to follow a 
process described below. 
 

A. Categorise the activities and markets that have been demolished and those that still exist. 
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B. Determine which markets and activities need to be rehabilitated around the Empress Market and those that can function 
commercially even if they are relocated to the Parking Plaza. 

 
C. Determine the number of hawkers that can be placed at bus stops and the locations for such placement. 

 
D. Hire appropriate consultants that have an understanding of the socio-economic aspects of urban development and are 

acquainted with the evolution and history of Karachi and of the people that inhabit it. 
 

The map shows the proposed walkway linking the hawkers‘ market to 
Empress Market and continuing to the Burnes Road food street and 
Pakistan Chowk 
 
To make any proposal possible, institutional arrangements have to be 
made. Maybe it is time to have an institution that deals with planning and 
implementation of developments in Saddar with a vision that it is to be a 
multi-class city centre, catering to the needs of not only its residents, but 
of Karachiites of all classes and ethnicities, by providing them the 
institutional and physical space for setting up their businesses and for 
expressing their culture. But such an institution has to be subservient to a 
larger Karachi planning and development agency, which unfortunately 
does not exist in any effective form. 
 
It also requires a political establishment that is less paranoid of liberal 
values. A struggle for the creation of such an agency, and for societal 
values that reflect the aspirations of Karachi‘s youth, has to be a part of 
this struggle as well. 
(By Arif Hasan Dawn EOS, 01, 06/01/2019) 

 
Anti-encroachment aftermath: When men fight, animals suffer 

 
The Birds Market, which has been running since the British Raj, has now turned into a heap of rubble. The business of pet shops 

has been severely affected after the demolition of the Birds Market situated in Empress Market, 
Saddar while shopkeepers are forced to supplicate for an alternative. Around 150 shops have 
been razed down raising concerns for the shopkeepers as well as for the cottage industry that 
ensured the supply of these pet animals. 
 
Expensive species of Siamese cats from Iran, dogs, parrots of various colours and breeds and 
other animals are now being traded amid roadside rubbles. A few shopkeepers have been able to 
rent shops while a majority of pet traders are now making their livelihoods by setting up stalls in 
temporary weekly markets across the city. 

 
The century-old business 
The Birds Market was thriving at the back of the Victorian-styled building of Empress Market until recently, when the structures 
were demolished as part of the city-wide anti-encroachment operation being carried out on the Supreme Court‘s orders. 
According to the shopkeepers, the pet shops were operating from before partition while the number of shops and species of 
animals brought to the market kept increasing with time. 
 
In addition to various species of birds, the market also offered desi [organic] chickens, cats, rabbits, ducks and other animals. 
Moreover, the market also consisted of an entire block that sold animal cages, feed and water utensils for pets.  
 
The shopkeepers lamented that more than 150 shops were demolished in the anti-encroachment drive. Many of these 

shopkeepers were the ones who were running the pet shops set up by 
their ancestors. These shops, that were rented by their forefathers 
about 50 to 70 years ago, or even earlier, are now broken bricks. 
 
On the one hand the demolition of the Birds Market affected the 
traders, hundreds of victims are those who were associated with the 
market without owning shops. They were those who used to breed 
birds, cats and dogs in their homes and supply them at the market as 
a means of living. These young men, through their small-scale 

businesses, were closely linked with the shopkeepers. 
 
Temporary arrangements 
Despite promises made by the city government, the shopkeepers have not been provided with an alternative space for their 
shops yet. This has led to the shopkeepers finding temporary arrangements to keep their business running. A few shops are set  
up on the road in adjoining areas of Empress Market while a others have taken refuge in the Shahabuddin Ghori Market 
opposite the Parking Plaza, Saddar and Liaquatabad Birds Market. Some of them shifted to Baldia Town, Mehmoodabad and 
other areas. 
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A large number of shopkeepers represent those who have not been able to get any place for their shops till now. Consequent ly, 
they are forced to set up temporary shops on Sundays on the rubble lying near Empress Market while on less busy days of the 
week, they set up their stalls in the weekly markets on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 
Survivors of the catastrophe 
According to shopkeepers, they had initially thought that the issue will cool down but whatever happened later was a horror 
story. Most of the shopkeepers were running the businesses in their third generation. 
 
According to an elderly shopkeeper Muhammad Hafeez, who resides in the Memon Street of Saddar, he now had his 
grandchildren enter the business. ―I joined my father‘s pet business in 1974,‖ he said, adding that he was informed by anothe r 
shopkeeper at 9:30pm that shops were being demolished.  
 
He reached the market in a rush and witnessed that there was a heated exchange of words between the shopkeepers and the 
police. ―We demanded them to give us some time, but the police maintained that they cannot allow any time. They said you have 
earned a lot of money from here throughout your lifetime,‖ recalled Hafeez. Many shopkeepers fell ill after being thrown out of 
the shops. ―I have myself survived a heart attack. I have paid two months advance rent to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation 
(KMC),‖ he said. ―In addition to ruining our shops, they have also devastated the cottage industry that used to supply us birds, 
cats and other animals after breeding them at their homes. After the tragedy, they are no longer able to even keep lights on in 
their homes,‖ he added 
 
Another shopkeeper, Muhammad Umar, who worked in the Birds Market, said that instead of focusing on peasants and those 
belonging to the middle-class, the government should conduct a crackdown and hold the affluent accountable as they have 
caused immense losses to the national exchequer. ―I have overheard that shops are being given at Parking Plaza, but a better 
compensation for this loss is through construction of buildings within the vicinities of Saddar,‖ said Umar. 
 
Another shopkeeper who goes by the name Munno Bhai said that a notice of the demolition was given only three hours prior to 
the operation. Consequently, they were able to retrieve only half of their fixtures and supplies. He said that he resided in a house 
built on a plot of 120 yards, which is already small for his big family. ―Where could we have accommodated the animals in such a 
situation?‖ he asked, adding that the animals had to be given refuge on roofs of their homes. ―Most of the animals fell ill due to 
the intense cold and many died, causing us a loss of around Rs400,000.‖ According to Munno Bhai, he is now selling bird feed 
at the same place with the only difference that now he sits on the footpath to do his business where once he had a shop 
. 
Jumma Khan, another shopkeeper at the market, said that the bulldozers did not run on their shops but on their hearts. The 
impression that shopkeepers were land-grabbers was totally wrong. ―We have proof that we gave monthly rents to KMC,‖ said 
Khan, adding that the security institutions also accused them of being involved in drug and weapons trade. ―Now this new 
accusation is only adding salt to our wounds.‖  
(By Aftab Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 08/01/2019) 

 
KMC postpones anti-encroachment operation in Urdu Bazaar 

 
An anti-encroachment operation threatening to raze the historic Urdu Bazaar in Karachi was postponed on Wednesday amidst 

protests by vendors and merchants. 
 
Official sources told Dawn that the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation — which had 
launched an anti-encroachment drive late last year following the orders of the 
Supreme Court against illegal structures on drains, pavements and state land — 
formed a four-member committee comprising two estate officers of the municipal 
administration and as many representatives of the book bazaar to resolve the matter. 
The vendors and merchants staged a protest on Tuesday against the impending 
anti-encroachment action at Urdu Bazaar as the KMC had on Jan 4 given them 
notices to vacate the government property before Jan 8 midnight. 
 

Officials said that following heated protests, led by the Urdu Bazaar Market Association and the Booksellers Association, the drive 
was postponed and a final decision in this regard was expected on Thursday (today). 
 
They said that the four-member committee would submit a report clarifying that Urdu Bazaar was not located over a drain in the next 
two days. 
 
According to the protesting vendors and merchants, the iconic bazaar was a cultural heritage of the city. 
 
They said that the KMC claimed that their shops were illegal and asked them to clear out their shops. 
 
The protesters said that the Urdu Bazaar was there for decades and it was set up through legal procedures and was not an 
encroachment. 
 
However, the KMC officials said that shops were located over a drain. 
 
The Urdu Bazaar Market Association said that almost all bookshop owners had legal documents of ownership. It said the owners 
had paid the rent of the shops till December 2018. 
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The shopkeepers have been regularly paying the rent to the KMC after the interval of six months. 
 
WWF award to KMC 
The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) awarded Karachi with WWF‘s One Planet City Challenge Award for 2018 as a recognition of 
measures taken by Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar for bringing environmental pollution to a lower level. 
 
The award signed by the secretary general of WWF Sweden, Hakan Writen, was handed over to the mayor by a delegation of WWF 
at his office. 
 
The delegation informed that the WWF‘s One Planet City Challenge award is given to management of big cities for their endeavour 
to control environmental pollution. 
 
It said that Karachi was aiming high with its goal for 2020 — to cut carbon emissions by 40 per cent compared to 2017 levels and 
the city emerged as the strongest candidate in Pakistan for the award. 
 
Meanwhile, in a meeting chaired by the mayor, chairmen/chairpersons of nine committees of the City Council were elected. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 10/01/2019) 

 
Anti-encroachment aftermath: Teenager killed as roof of recently demolished shop collapses 

 
A teenager was killed on Thursday when the roof of a recently partially-demolished structure fell on him in Korangi. The 14-year-
old boy, identified as Hassamuddin, son of Abdullah, was reportedly trying to pull out a metal rod protruding out of the rubb le 
when the roof collapsed on top of him. 
 
According to residents of the area, the shop was one of dozens that had recently been demolished in Korangi No. 6 by the 
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) Anti-Encroachment Cell several days earlier. The authorities, had, however, made no 
effort to clear the debris in the wake of the exercise. 
 
The site had become a frequent stop for groups of Afghan and Bengali children, who would forage the area for recyclable items  
to sell in the market. Metal is one of the most prized commodities in the business. 
 
On Thursday, Hassamuddin and two of his friends were scavenging at the site for metal rods when the roof collapsed, killing h im 
instantly. His friends managed to escape unhurt from the incident. 
 
Hassamuddin was an Afghan immigrant and was currently residing with his family in Iliyas Goth, Korangi. According to the 
victim‘s family, the teenager had gone to the madrassa with the other children from the neighbourhood and then had gone to 
scavenge for recyclables, when the incident took place. The victim has two sisters and four brothers and his father had passed 
away some time ago. 
 
Ill planning 
On the one hand, the city administration and the KMC have accelerated the campaign to raze illegal constructions that had 
defaced the city, while on the other, there has been little effort to clear the rubble left in its wake. This has caused a number of 
accidents and is a constant source of nuisance to commuters and pedestrians alike. 
 
On top of this, traders, who had earlier been conducting their businesses in shops built on drains and footpaths, have now set 
up  make-shift stalls placed on main roads. This has become another source of nuisance for vehicular traffic.  
 
It seems the anti-encroachment operation carried out by KMC and other civic agencies has failed to achieve its aim. Rather, it 
has made the situation worse — both for the shopkeepers and for pedestrians and commuters. 
 
Shops have been demolished and stalls removed in the surroundings of Empress Market and yet there is an abundance of stalls 
in Saddar, making it impossible to walk on footpaths in the area. Encroachments are present on Burnes Road despite the 
operation and it has become impossible to navigate in that area during hours of commercial activity. 
 
Official stance 
Karachi Commissioner told The Express Tribune that these encroachments were ―ordinary‖ and would be removed very soon. 
However, major encroachments have already been removed, he said. The commissioner did not seem to be worried about the 
encroachments that were left in the city. ―It is not that big an issue,‖ he brushed off. 
 
When the Karachi mayor was questioned about the encroachments that have started creeping up again, he said that fines will be 
imposed on those who are found encroaching from now on. 
 
For citizens approached by The Express Tribune, neither has the flow of traffic improved nor have pedestrians received any 
benefit from the city-wide encroachment operation. Instead, thousands of people were affected as a result. They had to let go of 
their businesses and homes. 
(By Sajid Rauf / Naeem Khanzada The Express Tribune, 04, 11/01/2019) 
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SC orders end of commercial activities on military lands 
 

Justice Gulzar Ahmed of the Supreme Court (SC) ordered on Saturday the closure of all commercial activities being carried out 
on military lands. While presiding over a meeting on the implementation of apex court‘s orders on the removal of 
encroachments, Justice Ahmed also ordered the immediate removal of parking lots established outside the restaurants along 
Rashid Minhas Road as well as tables and chairs placed on footpaths and service roads. 
 
These major decisions were made in a review meeting of Karachi‘s anti-encroachment operation at SC‘s Karachi Registry on 
Saturday. Presided over by Justice Ahmed, the meeting was also attended by Local Government secretary, Karachi police chief, 
Municipal Commissioner Dr Saifur Rehman, the focal person of Chief Secretary, officials of Karachi Development Authority 
(KDA), Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), Civil Aviation and senior officials of Cantonment Board and other agencies.  
 
In a major landmark decision, Justice Ahmed asked the authorities to detach Karachi‘s Master Plan Department from the Sindh 
Building Control Authority (SBCA) and place it directly under the provincial government. 
 
The meeting also ordered the immediate demolition of a cinema, Nueplex, constructed on military estate on Rashid Minhas 
Road as well as demolition of walls built in front of Dolmen Mall on Sea View Road in Clifton. ―Were these walls constructed to 
create a separate route for certain people?‖ asked Justice Ahmed. He also ordered the removal of parking spaces outside the 
buildings on Korangi Road. 
 
While ordering suspension of all commercial activities from military lands and removal of the cinemas built there immediately , 
Justice Ahmed said that illegal constructions would not be allowed no matter how influential anyone was, adding that it had been 
decided that these lands would be vacated. 
 
Directing to hand over the master plan of Karachi to the Sindh government, Justice Ahmed remarked that SBCA and other 
institutions had ruined Karachi. He said that the provincial government should study the ci ty‘s master plan, take it into 
consideration and start new planning. 
 
Apparently referring to federal government departments, the Sindh government complained that several institutions were not 
cooperating, to which Justice Ahmed ordered all the institutions to cooperate. 
 
Justice Ahmed also ordered to remove the nurseries established on footpaths and relocate the activities of welfare organisati ons 
away from the footpaths. He remarked that footpaths should only be available for the pedestrians. 
 
The SC also ordered the immediate removal of encroachments from Aziz Bhatti Park and other parks. 
 
Earlier last month, the SC directed all the cantonment boards of Karachi to ensure that there was no commercial activity, 
construction of marriage lawns and halls on the military lands, which should only be retained and used for the earmarked 
purpose. 
 
Justice Ahmed had said that it was expected from the cantonment boards‘ directors and the DHA to work for the welfare of 
general public by providing them hospitals, libraries, parks and playgrounds. The SC directed the cantonment boards‘ directors 
that there should be no commercial activity on the military lands as that may be creating security issues. 
 
The SC had observed that the allotment on the open spaces by the DHA was contrary to the law and against the proper use of 
the land. Justice Ahmed directed to remove all encroachments from the DHA greenbelts and plantations be made therein so the 
open spaces were properly utilised. 
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 13/01/2019) 
 

SC wants drive against encroachments continued 
 
The Supreme Court on Saturday directed the authorities concerned to continue the ongoing anti-encroachment drive in the city. 
 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed of the SC presided over a meeting at the apex court‘s Karachi registry about encroachments. The meeting 
was attended by officials of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Karachi Development Authority, Sindh Building Control Authority, 
Pakistan Railways, cantonment boards and others. Progress reports were submitted to the court. 
 
Sources said that the apex court judge directed the authorities to remove encroachments from the city‘s parks within a week, stop 
the charity organisations from using footpaths for food distribution, demolish a wall illegally built near a shopping mall in Clifton and 
remove illegal parking lots around restaurants and residential buildings as well as commercial activities on military land. 
 
Justice Ahmed also directed the Railways to continue its operation against encroachments to revive the Karachi Railway Circular, 
they added. 
 
After the meeting, Metropolitan Commissioner Saif-ur-Rehman told reporters that the apex court also ordered removal of the 
nurseries from footpaths and green belts of the city. He contended that the KMC had so far removed around 90 per cent 
encroachments in the provincial metropolis. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 13/01/2019) 
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Activists stage hunger strike for affectees of Karachi's anti-encroachment operation 
 

Human rights, labour rights and civil society activists, independent economists and researchers staged a token hunger strike on 
Sunday in front of the Karachi Press Club to protest and express sodality with those 
whose livelihoods have been destroyed during the recent anti-encroachment drive 
being conducted on the orders of the Supreme Court. 
 
The participants of the hunger strike included senior architect and urban planner 
Arif Hasan, veteran economist and a former Adviser to Chief Ministers of Sindh and 
Balochistan Dr Kaiser Bengali, Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and 
Technology (SZABIST) Faculty of Social Sciences Dean Dr Riaz Shaikh, Pakistan 
Institute of Labour Education and Research (PILER) Chief Executive Karamat Ali, 
Urban Resource Centre Director Zahid Farooq, Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP) Vice Chairperson Uzma Noorani, human rights activists Dr 
Haroon Ahmed, Naghma Shaikh, Rafia Gulani and others. 
 
Dr Bengali said that the present state was anti-poor and unless the poor fought for 

their rights, they would not get them. He said that due to the neo-liberal economic policies, the poor were suffering and wealthy 
were flourishing. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Hasan said that the unplanned anti-encroachment operation has rendered hundreds and thousands 
of workers jobless and the government has no plan to provide any relief to these people. He said the affected people must be 
provided alternative employment opportunities and shelters. He suggested that people should be consulted in this regard.  
 
Hasan also said that the poor were not provided shelters so Katchi Abadis emerged, when there were no bus terminals, bus 
stops emerged in the middle of the roads, similarly when market places weren‘t planned, hawkers set up shop on roadsides.  
 
Dr Shaikh predicted that the unemployment rate will further increase because of this anti-encroachment drive. ―People are facing 
difficulties in finding alternative livelihood opportunities because their businesses are destroyed.‖ 
 
Ali of PILER said that every citizen of Pakistan has the right to live a decent life. ―The Supreme Court‘s order to demolish shops 
was against the fundamental rights of people. Many shop owners had legal papers, yet their shops were demolished.‖  
 
He said, ―We don‘t support encroachments but they shouldn‘t have been destroyed in such a way that millions of people lost 
their business and shelters.‖ He appealed to the Chief Justice of Pakistan to reverse his decision and stop the operation all  over 
the country, and instead consult with the affectees and come up with a plan for the systematic removal of encroachments. 
 
Dr Ahmed said that the Supreme Court should regularise the properties in Karachi in the same pattern as Islamabad properties.  
Human rights activist Naghma Iqtidar, who was one of the organisers of the hunger strike, said that hundreds of shops have 
been demolished and most of the affectees were poor. She said that thousands of workers have been rendered unemployed. 
The civil society struggle, under the umbrella of Joint Action Committee (JAC), would continue and future course of action will be 
announced this week after a meeting. JAC would also approach political parties to seek their support.  
 
Noorani of HRCP said that the human rights activists were with the affected people. She said it was a grave violation of human 
rights that the Supreme Court was not providing relief to people while ordering removal. 
 
Researcher Iffat Ara said that the economic activities have suffered a lot due to the anti-encroachment drive. 
 
Jibran Nasir, a political and social activist, demanded the Supreme Court to constitute an independent commission to look into 
the matter on humanitarian grounds and provide compensation to the affected people. ―We don‘t have confidence on this 
government as its decisions are seldom implemented,‖ he added. 
 
Nasir Mansoor of National Trade Union Federation (NTUF) asked the workers to unite and launch a unified movement for their 
rights. Farooq said that during the operation, about 10,000 shops have been demolished. He said the affectees of Karachi 
Circular Railway should also be provided alternative residences and compensation amount. Affected people should be included 
in the decisions. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 14/01/2019) 

 
Civil society protests against demolition of shops 

 
 ―I can‘t eat when I think about little children who are not eating because their parents have lost 
their means of income,‖ said Dr Kaiser Bengali. 
 
The renowned economist was among the respected members of civil society holding a day-long 
hunger strike and sit-in outside the Karachi Press Club on Sunday to protest against the 
ongoing anti-encroachment drive and to spread awareness of its adverse effects that ―is not just 
bulldozing shops but snatching the livelihoods of poor people‖. 
 

Dr Bengali said that 99 per cent of the people displaced due to the anti-encroachment drive were daily-wagers.‖You may close down 
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a big business and its owners will be worried about their profit, but what about the employees there? They just lose work. They are 
hurt the most here. They were not making thousands to see them through the entire month, they depended on the little money they 
got in exchange for daily labour,‖ he said. 
‘This is not really an encroachment issue, but an issue of lack of planning’ 
 
―Sadly, these employees have no cover, no job letters or security, and they have nowhere to go now,‖ he said. ―What to talk about 
anti-encroachment, I don‘t understand this anti-poor sentiment, which is only helping increase unemployment here,‖ he added. 
 
―And all this supposedly illegal encroachment was also allowed by the authorities themselves in exchange for bribes. The authorities 
who benefited from bribes then came back to demolish the shops,‖ he said. 
 
Senior architect and town planner Arif Hasan said that every city has a character and the encroachments in Karachi were a part of 
Karachi‘s character. ―The entire city of Karachi is an encroachment because the government didn‘t give things such as cargo 
terminals, warehouses, bus stops, bachat bazaars, etc., to this city. So these things just came up on their own, haphazardly, 
wherever the need for them was felt anywhere. Some 30pc to 40pc of Karachi‘s economy is informal and 70pc of jobs here generate 
very good revenue,‖ he said. 
 
―This is not really an encroachment issue but an issue of lack of planning. There is space for street markets, etc, here which can still 
be incorporated like they are in cities all over the world such as Paris, Barcelona, Seoul, New York, etc,‖ he said. 
 
―And yes, these things could not have come up with the support of politicians and police,‖ he backed Dr Bengali‘s words. ―Now they 
are after the historic Urdu Bazaar. They say that it has been built over a drain. But there are houses of rich people also built on 
drains. There is a hospital I know which belongs to and MPA, which has also been built over a drain. So why not demolish them 
too? Why be so selective?‖ he questioned. 
 
Dr Riaz Sheikh, dean, faculty of social sciences at Szabist, also stated that the people whose shops had been destroyed and whose 
shops were in danger of being demolished now had been there for over 50 years. ―During these years they have been paying rents 
to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation,‖ he said. 
 
Uzma Noorani, co-chairperson, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, that there was a need to understand the plight of the poor 
affected by the anti-encroachment drive. ―The affectees of this drive, such as the poor women who used to sell dried fruits and 
vegetables at Empress Market, need our support until they are resettled somewhere. There is place for small vendors everywhere in 
the world then why not here,‖ she asked. 
 
A resettlement action plan needed 
 
Syed Mohammad Ali Shah, advocate for the Karachi Circular Railway Affectees Action Committee, said that in 2009, Pakistan 
Railways conducted a survey to determine how many colonies and houses would be affected in restoring the circular railway. ―There 
were 4,653 house structures that were said to be demolished but there was also a resettlement action plan in place for the people 
living in those houses. For it they had kept aside 283 acres of land where they were going to build 80 square yard RCC houses 
along with Rs50,000 for each family to be used by them for shifting and transportation, but there is no mention of all that now as 
they tell the poor people settled around the railway lines to move,‖ he said. 
 
Karamat Ali of Piler said every citizen of Pakistan had got fundamental rights of living a decent life and residence. The Supreme 
Court order to demolish shops and homes ―is against the fundamental rights of people‖. 
 
Rights activist Naghma Iktedar said that there was also a need to make an estimate of the losses incurred by those who lost their 
jobs as a result of the drive. ―It has been an inhumane move from the start. Is this what ‗Naya Pakistan‘ is?‖ she said. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 14/01/2019) 
 

Demolished zoo walls create security crisis for animals and visitors in Karachi 
 

The walls built on two sides of Karachi Zoo were demolished almost a week ago as part of the large-scale anti-encroachment 
operation. This has inadvertently made the zoo an unsafe space for people and animals alike. There is an immediate need to 
rebuild the boundary walls, however, with the suspension of funds for the renovation and developmental work by the Sindh 
government, the difficulties have increased manifold. 
 
Along with the walls, around 400 to 500 shops and offices built along the walls were also razed in the premises of the zoo during 
the anti-encroachment drive conducted by Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC). 
 
Previously, there were two gates for entry and exit and visitors were allowed entry in the zoo after a body search. But now, the 
zoo is accessible from both sides and this could lead to untoward accidents. Around 3,000 to 4,000 people visit the zoo for 
entertainment daily and their number increases to up to 7,000 on holidays. Now, anyone can enter the zoo. 
 
According to sources, extremely rare and expensive animals are present in the zoo. Their security too has become compromised 
and with limited guards, ensuring complete security has become impossible. Sources said that the lack of walls could cause a 
huge loss and suggest that they be constructed immediately. 
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The development work in the zoo had already been halted due to the termination of funds from the Sindh government three or 
four months ago. Sources said that the zoo is in need of an immediate supply of approximately Rs100 million on account of 
constructing the walls and development works. The construction of walls will take a month even if funds are not provided 
immediately. 
 
The situation of the zoo has worsened due to the demolition of walls during the anti-encroachment operation. Senior officials of 
the Sindh government and Karachi mayor have been apprised about the state of affairs, yet efforts for the construction of wal ls 
have not begun. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 14/01/2019) 

 
Evicted traders 

 
THE anti-encroachment drive launched by the KMC late last year upon court orders has elicited a variety of opinions, as hundreds 
of shops in Karachi‘s commercial heart have been demolished and turned to rubble. One body of opinion has welcomed the drive, 
saying it will open up much-needed space in the city, as encroachments have spread in a haphazard manner and added to the 
urban sprawl. However, as civil society activists pointed out at a protest outside the Karachi Press Club on Sunday, the drive has 
also ―snatched people‘s livelihoods‖ and affected the working classes disproportionately, particularly daily wagers. Moreover, there 
is the relevant point that if many of these shopkeepers were paying the KMC rent for decades, how could their establishments be 
considered ‗encroachments‘? To be sure, encroachments cannot be disregarded, particularly the illegal occupation of land, which is 
a rampant menace across the country. But with the livelihoods of thousands of people on the line, the civic authorities should have 
carried out the drive in a better planned, gradual manner. 
 
Firstly, the shopkeepers ought to have been given more time before the drive began. Secondly, if the KMC had decided to demolish 
decades-old markets, including commercial concerns in and around the iconic Empress Market, it should have provided alternative 
commercial space for traders to relocate their businesses. While some shopkeepers have been offered alternative locations, this is 
not true for the majority of the affected traders. Cities all over the world have designated spaces for small traders, such as hawker 
markets and spots for pushcart vendors. The civic authorities need to chalk out a plan that allows small traders and vendors 
designated areas where they can do business without having to pay excessive rents, and without clogging streets. Indeed, 
pushcarts on the roads are one of the key reasons behind traffic jams, especially in the business district. But it is also true that these 
traders and other ‗encroachers‘ operate by greasing the palms of the police and city government. The Karachi mayor, in consultation 
with other stakeholders, needs to provide a workable rehabilitation plan that can allow the affected traders to resume their 
businesses and daily wagers to continue to make a living. It must also be said that while the authorities are quick to move in when 
the working and middle classes ‗encroach‘, well-connected land grabbers are often left alone or ‗regularised‘. This duplicity must 
end. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 15/01/2019) 

 
Karachi’s Saddar 

 
THIS refers to the article ‗The future of Karachi‘s Saddar‘ (Jan 6). After the anti-encroachment drive in Saddar, especially Empress 
Market, we need to make it a heritage sight. 
 
UNESCO needs to be consulted for transforming Karachi‘s old city area into a heritage sight so that it acquires global recognition. 
Akhtar Naveed Syed 
(By From the Newspaper Dawn, 09, 15/01/2019) 

 
CM orders beautification plan around Empress Market, zoo 

 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has ordered for the construction of roads and beautification of the areas cleared from 

encroachments around Empress Market and Karachi Zoo, declaring that he had a 
plan to make Saddar a pedestrian zone. 
 
While presiding over a meeting to review progress of Karachi Mega project schemes 
and conceive new schemes for the next financial year on Tuesday, the CM also 
directed Local Government (LG) Minister Saeed Ghani to also prepare a plan for the 
rehabilitation of affected shopkeepers and traders and submit it to him for approval. 
―We will not leave any affected person unattended.‖ 
 
The CM discussed the rehabilitation of the shopkeepers and small traders affected 
with the removal of encroachments from Saddar and Karachi Zoo. ―I want to 
rehabilitate the affected shopkeepers immediately by giving them stalls on a 
temporary basis under a short-term arrangement and in the long-term, land would be 

identified for establishment of a market to accommodate them,‖ he said and issued directive for preparation of short-term and 
long-term plans. 
 
Shah also proposed that night markets were in fashion all over the world and such markets could be started. ―The vendors can 
be adjusted in the night market starting from 10pm to 3am in Saddar,‖ Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani said. The chief 
minister directed him to prepare the night market proposal. 
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Shah directed the LG minister to make necessary arrangements for lifting debris of the demolished structures. ―I have visited  the 
Empress Market and noticed that the debris is still lying there which must be lifted,‖ he said, adding that the British era m arket 
would be restored to its original form by constructing a road around it and a small park, a sitting place and other such t hings. He 
directed LG Special Secretary Niaz Soomro and Karachi Package Project Director Khalid Masroor to start beautification work on  
the Empress Market and also directed to reconstruct the zoo walls that were demolished during removal of shops built along it. 
 
For next year‘s budget, Shah directed Planning and Development Department Chairperson Mohammad to prepare schemes for 
development of a park at Aram Bagh, construction of a tunnel like underpass between two-star hotels, Pearl Continental and 
Movenpick, and construction of a 50-foot lane for the traffic coming from Metropole hotel towards Marriot Hotel. He added that 
the tunnel between the two hotels would make the traffic flow smooth on the main road and there would be a proper market in 
the tunnel for shopping. 
 
Reviewing the pace of different schemes launched under Karachi package, the CM directed the project director to expedite work  
on widening of bridge over Orangi Nala near Habib Bank for Rs1 billion, construction of roads surrounding Lee Market  for which 
Rs649.1 million have already been allocated, re-construction of 8000 Road from Jam Sadiq Bridge to Dawood Chowrangi for 
Rs1.2 billion. 
 
He also directed Karachi commissioner to talk to army authorities for sparing land for construction of U-turn at Natha Khan 
bridge for which Rs214.466 million have been allocated. 
 
The meeting also decided to identify more road sectors, drainage and other development schemes for Karachi in the next 
budget. 
 
Principal Secretary to CM Sajid jamal Abro, Finance Secretary Najam Shah and other concerned officers also attended the 
meeting. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 16/01/2019) 

 
Murad calls for immediate steps to rehabilitate traders 

 
Disclosing plans for restoration and beautification of the interior and exterior surroundings of the iconic Empress Market and Karachi 
Zoo, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday highlighted the need for early rehabilitation of shopkeepers and traders 
affected in anti-encroachment drive in Saddar and other areas. 
 
The chief minister was presiding over a meeting to review the pace of progress of ongoing megaprojects and conceive new 
schemes for the next financial year for Karachi. 
 
He directed Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani to work out a plan for rehabilitation of the affected shopkeepers. ―I want to 
rehabilitate them immediately by arranging stalls on a temporary basis under a short-term plan while in the long term land would be 
identified for establishment of a market to accommodate them,‖ he said. 
 
 
He also indicated to develop a pedestrian zone in Saddar. 
 
‗Night market‘ in Saddar 
Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani proposed that a night market could be set up in Saddar where vendors could be adjusted 
so that they could work between 10pm and 3am. 
 
The chief minister asked him to submit a proposal for consideration. 
 
He also directed the LG minister to make necessary arrangement at the earliest for lifting of debris of the bulldozed structures at 
Empress Market and Karachi Zoo so that renovation and reconstruction of roads and a park for beautification of the area could be 
started. 
 
―I have visited Empress Market and noticed that debris was still lying there ... this must be lifted,‖ he said and added that the British-
era market would be restored to its original shape where a small park, a sitting place and other facilities for visitors could be 
developed. 
 
The chief minister also directed LG secretary Niaz Soomro and Karachi package project director Khalid Masroor to start 
beautification works of Empress Market and initiate reconstruction of a befitting wall around the zoo and beautify the entire area. 
 
Megaprojects reviewed 
For next year‘s budget, the chief minister directed planning and development chairman Mohammad Waseem to prepare schemes 
for development of a park at Arambagh, construction of a tunnel-like underpass between the Pearl Continental and Movenpick 
hotels and creation of a 50-foot lane for the traffic coming from Metropole towards Marriot. 
 
He added that the tunnel between the two hotels would make the flow of traffic on the main road smooth and there would be a 
proper shopping market in the tunnel. 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/303/our-correspondent/
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Reviewing the pace of different schemes launched under the Karachi package, the chief minister directed the project director to 
expedite work on widening of a bridge over Orangi Nullah near Habib Bank, construction of roads surrounding Lea Market for which 
Rs649.1 million had already been allocated, reconstruction of 8000 Road from Jam Sadiq Bridge to Dawood Chowrangi for Rs1.2 
billion. 
 
He also directed the commissioner to talk to army officials concerned for sparing land for construction of a U-turn at Natha Khan 
bridge for which Rs214.466m had been allocated. 
 
The meeting was also attended by principal secretary to CM Sajid Jamal Abro, finance secretary Najam Shah and other senior 
officers. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 16, 16/01/2019) 

 
Karachi's displaced animals, birds find new home on vacant plot 

 
The pet animals and birds displaced from Empress Market and the surrounding areas in the wake of the demolition exercise as 

part of the city-wide anti-encroachment campaign, have finally found a new home on an 
open plot in front of the former pet market. Arrangements have been finalised to shift the 
pets and birds market to the new location, with the inauguration of the new market 
expected in a few days. 
 
The anti-encroachment operation that began two months ago around Empress Market and 
the surrounding vicinities brought an end to the decades-old pets market. More than 150 
shops were demolished. However, after the allocation of a plot opposite the former 
market, a new market is being set up. It will be inaugurated in the next few days. 
 
According to Muhammad Hafeez, a shop owner at the former market, shop rent for the 
new market has been finalised. The new place, which will be named Empress View Birds 
Market, will host around 126 temporary shops, said Hafeez, adding that those who had 
more than one shop previously would be allotted only one shop due to the shortage of 
space. He further said that shopkeepers would collectively pay the monthly rent for the 
place. 
 
Shopkeepers had to struggle a lot to get a space as it was almost impossible to arrange a 
large piece of land in a congested area like Saddar. While shifting to an entirely new place 

means that the shopkeepers will have to start from scratch, if the market had been shifted to a far-off location, there would be no 
guarantee for business to begin with. Fate took a turn in favour of the shopkeepers as they managed to acquire the desired 
space. 
 
According to the shopkeepers, after the reestablishment of the market, those who had been raising animals and birds in their 
homes have also found new hope. After the market is set up, the business of breeding Australian parrots, Persian and Siamese 
cats as well as desi chickens at homes has started to revitalise. 
 
Market dealers said that a large number of people used to visit the marketplace with animals and bi rds, reared at home, on 
Sundays and other holidays. These people had stopped coming to the markets following the anti -encroachment operation, but 
after the re-launch of the pet market, they are expected to return. The market dealers are trying to divert the suppliers of pets to 

the newly set up temporary market so that traffic flows on the roads remain smooth. 
 
According to the shopkeepers, efforts for establishing the new market were made on a 
self-help basis, without any government support. They lamented that after the clearance 
of debris from the old marketplace, teams from the anti-encroachment cell have 
attempted to demolish the temporary shops as well. 
 
However, the shopkeepers stood as a wall against the new operation and threatened the 
teams carrying the heavy demolition machinery to bulldoze them before demolishing 
their temporary shops for which they had worked so hard. They said that the anti -
encroachment teams stopped their operation due to threats and strong protests. 
(By Aftab Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 18/01/2019) 

 
Hill Park cleared of encroachments 

 
Hill Park, which stretches over 65 acres, was finally cleared of all illegal and unauthorised structures, including restaurants and 
shops, by the city‘s municipal administration on Friday. 
 
Officials and witnesses said the anti-encroachment staff of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation launched the operation in the 
morning demolishing over 50 illegal structures raised on 20 acres, worth about Rs50 billion. 
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They said that the removed structures included Dua Restaurant, Eman Restaurant, Ashi Restaurant, Three Queen Restaurant, 
Oasis Restaurant, Mairaj Amusement Park, Oasis Marriage Garden, Mini Golf Club, Golf Club Marriage Hall and the illegal 
boundary wall. 
 
The officials said that an office of the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) located in the parking area of the park was also 
taken by the park management into its use and it was made office of the deputy director of Hill Park. 
 
Metropolitan Commissioner Dr Syed Saif-ur-Rehman, who personally monitored the action to recover the land, told Dawn that Hill 
Park had now been completely cleared of encroachments under the directive of the Supreme Court. 
 
―The KMC will remove all encroachments from parks, drains, footpaths and amenity plots,‖ he said. 
 
The metropolitan commissioner said that Hill Park was established in 1965 on 65 acres of hilly land which had been encroached 
upon by land grabbers to utilise the area for commercial activities. 
 
He said that four teams of the anti-encroachment department were involved in the operation. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 19/01/2019) 

 
KMC demolishes 50 restaurants, other illegal structures at Hill Park 

 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) Anti-Encroachment Department demolished on Friday over 50 restaurants, shops 
and other illegal structures at Hill Park spanning an area of more than 20 acres of the park‘s land worth around Rs50 billion. 
 
Metropolitan Commissioner Dr Syed  Saifur Rehman supervised the anti-encroachment drive in which Dua Restaurant, Eman 
Restaurant, Aashi Restaurant, Three Queen Restaurant, Oasis Restaurant, Mairaj  Amusement Park, Oasis Marriage Garden, 
Mini Golf Club, Golf Club Marriage Hall and the illegal boundary wall were demolished. 
 
The Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) office located in the parking area was taken by the park management into its use 
and converted to an office for the Hill Park‘s deputy director. 
 
Hill Park was established in 1965 on 65 acres of hilly area. The area fell into the hands of land grabbers who illegally occu pied 
the property and used it for commercial activities. 
 
Dr Rehman said that the park was an important part of the cityscape where hills and waterfall provide space for recreational 
activities to visitors. 
 
He said that the park had been completely cleared of encroachments under the directives of the Supreme Court and added that 
the KMC would remove all encroachments from parks, drains, footpaths and amenity plots. 
 
The illegal constructions were removed by four teams of the anti-encroachment department‘s staff. Anti-Encroachment Senior 
Director Bashir Siddiqui, Coordination Senior Director Masood Alam, Media Management Director Bashir Saddozai, Municipal 
Services Senior Director Nauman Arshad and other officers oversaw the operation. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 19/01/2019) 
 

SC gives NAB three months to conclude China-cutting reference 
 

The Supreme Court (SC) rejected on Friday the bail plea of Karachi Development Authority (KDA) Deputy Director Syed Atif 
Hussain Naqvi, while directing the National Accountability Bureau to wrap up the reference against China-cutting on amenity 
plots. 
 
A two-member bench, comprising Justice Gulzar Ahmed and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, was hearing the bail plea of the accused at 
the SC‘s Karachi Registry. Justice Ahmed remarked that the accused does not deserve any concession after what he had done 
to Karachi. Meanwhile, Justice Shah remarked that a five-member bench had already ruled that that there was no concept of bail 
in the NAB cases. 
 
As the hearing started, the NAB prosecutor argued against granting bail to Naqvi, saying he and other KDA officials were 
involved in China-cutting in Gulistan-e-Jauhar Scheme 36. ―They sold out amenity plots for houses to be built on them,‖ said the 
NAB prosecutor. 
 
The court expressed annoyance over the absence of the witness. Justice Ahmed remarked that everyone was aware of what 
was going on in the NAB. ―What happens in the NAB courts?‖ he questioned. ―Why are we receiving these cases?‖   The court 
asked the investigation officer why the reference was facing delays. The investigation officer said that some of the accused had 
been evading arrests, but now all of them had been arrested. 
 
Ownership dispute 
The same bench ordered the Karachi Commissioner to inquire about the ownership of Moosa Building, located on Akbar Road. 
The bench was hearing a case related to a dispute over the ownership of Moosa Building. Irfan, who claims ownership of the 
said building, told the court that he had bought it in 2010. ―This building was leased in 2015 with my fake signature and NIC ,‖ he 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/397/the-newspaper-s-staff-reporter
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told the court. ―There are 33 residential apartments and 18 shops in the building,‖ he said, adding that the subordinate courts 
had also given verdicts in his favour. 
 
As the hearing was going on, the court restricted the petitioners and people claiming ownership of the building from leaving the 
courtroom. During this time, the court sent the deputy registrar and additional advocate-general to visit the building. 
Subsequently, the court ordered for an inquiry after the deputy registrar submitted his report. 
 
The report states that the building is owned by the Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB), which is why further inquiry was 
required. Justice Ahmed remarked that it should be find out whether the building belonged to the government or the ETPB. 
 
The court ordered the Karachi Commissioner to inquire about the building‘s ownership and submit a report within three weeks.  
 
The court also restricted the petitioners from vacating the building. The petitioners had earlier been told to vacate the bui lding. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 26/01/2019) 

 
Marriage hall owners withdraw strike call after LG minister’s assurance 

 
Notices issued by the Sindh Building Control Authority to hundreds of marriage hall owners asking them to vacate their spaces 

within three days caused quite a stir as their association staged a protest 
demonstration outside the SBCA‘s office on Saturday and warned that they would go 
on strike for an indefinite period. 
 
However, Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani intervened and assured the 
Karachi Marriage Hall Owners Association that the government would not raze any 
hall in the city. Later in the evening, the association announced to take back its strike 
call. 
 
Earlier in the day, traffic remained disturbed for over an hour on main University Road 
as owners of marriage halls staged a protest outside the Civic Centre that also houses 

the SBCA headquarters. 
 
The owners blamed the SBCA for ―exploiting the orders of the Supreme Court‖ while issuing notices to marriage halls, which were 
complying with all defined rules. 
 
―We have some 900 members who have marriage halls and almost all of them have been served with SBCA‘s notices,‖ said Rana 
Raees Ahmed of the Karachi Marriage Hall Owners Association. ―The SBCA is actually exploiting the Supreme Court orders and 
causing harassment in the name of an anti-encroachment drive. We respect the orders but the SBCA must understand the concerns 
among the people who are doing legitimate business.‖ 
 
The SBCA accused of ‘exploiting’ apex court’s orders; Saeed Ghani says no hall would be demolished 
 
He said the protest by the association led to some realisation in the quarters concerned and the Sindh LG minister had invited the 
leaders of his body for talks. 
 
He said the association had already called for a strike for an indefinite period that would also cause cancellation of all functions 
scheduled for Sunday and afterwards. 
 
Later, Mr Ahmed told Dawn that the LG minister assured the association that no marriage hall would be demolished. Upon his 
assurance, the strike call had been withdrawn, he added. 
 
Residential plots also commercialised in Islamabad 
Chief Minister‘s Law Adviser Murtaza Wahab said in a statement that Karachi was not alone where the status of residential plots 
was converted for commercial use. 
 
―The federal government should be aware of the fact that Karachi is not alone or orphan,‖ he said. ―The commercialisation of 
residential plots has also been done in Islamabad too. The federal government has double standard when it comes to the rights of 
Karachiites.‖ 
 
He also blamed the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan for illegal practices in the past by taking control of state lands to raise 
unlawful structures. 
 
―The Pakistan Peoples Party has never supported making the people homeless in the name of an anti-encroachment drive. It‘s only 
after the clear stand of the PPP that the MQM is now trying to take credit over the protection of the rights of Karachiites,‖ said Mr 
Wahab. ―The PPP has rebuilt Karachi from Keamari to Surjani Town. A conspiracy is being hatched by blocking the water of the port 
city. The votes of the PPP were given to the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, but where does the PTI stand in Karachi now?‖ 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 15, 27/01/2019) 
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Karachi demolitions 
 
THE Supreme Court of Pakistan has ordered that Karachi be restored to its former ‗glory‘ of 40 years ago by demolishing all that 
which was not legally constructed since then. This is simply not possible. Karachi‘s population in 1981 was 5.4 million. Today it is 
17m. The katchi abadi population in 1978 was 2m and today it is estimated at more than 9m. The number of vehicles in 2005 was 
2,359,256 and in 2018 it was 4,642,196. Motorcycles increased from 361,616 in 1995 to 2,856,704 in 2018. Meanwhile, Karachi‘s 
urban footprint has more than doubled in the last 40 years. 
 
Since 1947 (and not since 40 years ago), Karachi and its master plans have not been able to predict or meet the requirements of an 
increasing population. As a result, homes, industrial areas, markets, godowns, and cargo and bus terminals have sprung up 
informally. The demolition of what has been built in violation of Karachi‘s master plan of 40 years ago will destroy the socio-
economic fabric of the city and fill its roads with homeless people. 
 
The recent unplanned, selective and anti-poor demolition of encroachments in the city has destroyed its informal economy. Over 
11,000 small businesses and more than 300,000 jobs have been lost, and customers are at a loss as to where they can make 
purchases. Meanwhile, the local government has no money to pick up the debris of the demolished markets. 
 
Over 11,000 small businesses and more than 300,000 jobs have been lost. 
 
What is required is to bring back the hawkers and market operators to their places of business in an organised manner which does 
not disrupt the functioning of the city and at the same time restores the badly damaged informal economy of Karachi. To improve 
conditions, it is essential to assess what has been built without permission and identify that which is of socio-economic benefit for 
the city — and regularise it. 
 
A heavy regularisation fee or penalty (maybe even imprisonment) should be imposed on the persons responsible for the illegal 
developments, which should then be spent on the improvement of the area where the property is located. That which is 
environmentally harmful for the city, or land which is required for important infrastructure projects, should be removed, providing only 
exploited affectees with alternatives. 
 
As their lordships have started taking executive decisions, they might consider promoting a number of initiatives which would benefit 
Karachi. The area between Shahrah-e-Faisal to the south, Lyari river to the north, the port to the west, and the old Sabzi Mandi to 
the east (where most of Karachi‘s formal and informal businesses are located) is accessible through 13 roads which are used by 
hundreds of thousands of people and vehicles to get to and back from work. 
 
This area desperately needs a traffic management and circulation plan which segregates through and local traffic, slow and fast-
moving traffic, and vehicular and pedestrian movement. This will go a long way to tackle the traffic issue and create more car 
parking space. 
 
Their lordships might also consider ordering the Sindh government and the KMC to introduce 10,000 large buses and create a 
proper school for drivers, conductors, and traffic managers who alone should operate the Karachi transport system. This is essential 
because the BRT mass transit plan will not be able to serve more than five per cent of the trips generated in Karachi. 
 
Another issue which is tormenting more than 400,000 (mostly poor) people living on the Karachi Circular Railway ‗right of way‘ is 
that they do not know what their future is, or the amount of land that the railway requires. It is essential that the railway takes a firm 
decision on the land that it needs so that this nightmare being faced by the people is removed. 
 
The destruction of commercial activity in the railway land informal settlements, from which about 25pc of the population make a 
living, should also be stopped and be made part of a larger rehabilitation plan. The rehabilitation of these affectees should take 
place nearer to their present places of residence and it can be a part of larger commercial projects which can bring considerable 
revenue to the government and at the same time provide housing for the affectees. 
 
The above Karachi rehabilitation plan is the only way to reconcile the city‘s ad hoc growth with its present plan for the future. This 
cannot be done by giving unmanageable time frames or by setting up committees consisting of compromised persons and hiring of 
inexperienced consultants. For this, a five- to 10-year time frame is required, along with appropriate institutions with teeth for 
planning and implementation. These institutions do not exist and need to be created and nurtured. 
 
Meanwhile, through small projects, the city can be given some temporary relief. Anger has to be replaced with respect and 
understanding if Karachi is to be salvaged. 
(By Arif Hasan Dawn, 09, 31/01/2019) 

 
City`s iconic bandmasters uprooted by anti-encroachment drive 

 

Prior to the recent antiencroachment drive, Kar achi`s Garden area was a hub for bandmasters. Now, save for one shop still open 
for business, there remain only the ruins of others. 
 
Thirty-year-old Tahir was sitting outside the sole surviving makeshift shop in Garden. He is a full-time band piper at New English 
Pipe Band and Brass Band. He claims that he can play any musical instrument included in the band. `It is our forefathers` business. 
My father has a job in the police band. I was offered a job in the police department too, but at the time the private pipe band 
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business was more beneficial so I rejected the offer. Now I regret my decision,` said Tahir. 
 
`A member of a band earns hardly Rs12,000 in a month. First, we separate an amount of money for office rent and other expenses. 
From the remaining amount, and ghor (money showered on the bride and groom) given by the clients, an equal division is 
distributedamong the band members. 
 
Tahir said the band is skilled at entertaining people according to their particular preferences which are gar-nered by the clients` 
accents. `Once we know who the client is, for example Pakhtun or Baloch, we know what to do.He complained, however, that 
people do not want to spend much on bands. `They should understand that we run this as a business with a rentedoffice and we 
work in a group, unlike the dhol-wallahs (drummers) who have no offices but can be found at various traffic signals of the city.Tahir 
has his own band business in Hyderabad as well. However, he works in Karachi for better earnings. 
 
`I don`t think bands are being replacedby discjockeysandfancysurround sound systems. Bands are still considered a mandatory part 
of wedding celebrations,` he said dismissing any idea that bands were on the decline. 
 
Meanwhile, bandmaster Farhan disagrees and complains of the decline in the business. 
 
`Not only have sound systems and drummers impacted our business, even the government is making the situation worse. They do 
not recognise these bands as anintegralpart of our culture. They don`t even pay much attention towards the miseries of famed 
artists, let alone poor bandmasters,` said Farhan. 
 
While lashing out at the city government, the bandmaster said: `Ramaswami Road and `Bajay Waali Gully` in Saddar were centres 
of bandmasters with dozens of offices but those shops were removed in the name of a `master plan` for the city. Bandmasters then 
re-established their businesses near Karachi Zoo in Garden and now after decades of peaceful existence, once again a `new 
master plan` was introduced and their offices were bulldozed. 
 
Farhan claimed that the offices were built legally and in accordance with the law. `We used to pay rent even, but the authorities paid 
no heed to us and uprooted our offices. 
 
On Ramaswami Road, a 36-year-old member of Karachi Awami Pipe Band was sitting on a bench outside his small shop which was 
stuffed with musical instruments. 
 
While speaking to Dawn regarding the current situation of the band business in the metropolis, he said: `Karachi is bigger than 
before. Someone wants to have a band play at their wedding and someone wants to dance on the beat of a drum.`A decade ago 
people used to hold wedding ceremonies in three particular months of a year: right after Eidul Fitr, after Eidul Azha, and following 
Gyarween Shareef (which marks the passing of Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilani). 
 
`Nowadays we have something on our plate throughout the year with the exception of the 10 days of Muharram and the month of 
Ramazan. Back then, we had little time for earnings whereas now we have much more opportunities for worlc` Lamenting on the 
ongoing antiencroachment drive, the band member said his band was a decades-old business which was previously located in 
Garden area but had to move to Ramaswami Road following the drive. 
 
`If anything has ever impacted our business, it is this drive. Our business was otherwise running smoothly and we never perceived 
dhol-wallahs or DJs as a threat. 
 
Forty-year-old Yameen has been in the band business for 15 years. He is the head of New Pakistan Pipe band comprising 
10members. Like other bandmasters, his shop in Garden was also bulldozed so he decided to move back to the street known as 
Bajay Waali Gully, a few streets away from Ramaswami Road, where he once had his office. 
 
When asked whether he thinks dholwallahs and the use of sound systems have adversely impacted the band business, Yameen 
was of the view that the two factors do pose some degree of danger. 
 
`Dhol-wallahs are ready to beat their drums for a few hundred rupees. We, however, have offices, sl(illed pipers, uniforms and other 
maintenance expenditures, such as laundry and barber costs to consider. Therefore, we usually demand more than Rs5,000. 
 
Yameen wants to see Bajay Waali Gully emerge once more as a centre for the band business. 
 
`I hope other bandmasters scattered across the city due to the anti-encroachment drive would move back here and restore this area 
to its former glory. 

(By Ayaz Ahmed Laghar Dawn, 15, 01/02/2019) 

 
Committees formed to identify encroachments on forest land 

 
Following Sindh government‘s cancellation of leases of forest land, Board of Revenue Senior Member Muhammad Hussain Syed 
has formed committees to survey forest land and identify encroachments. Syed told a meeting in Hyderabad on Wednesday that 
district-level committees will be headed by deputy commissioners and district forest officers. 
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―The committee will survey the land which comes under the territory of forest in their respective districts and they will als o point 
out land under illegal occupation as well as illegal leases,‖ said Syed. 
 
On January 7, the provincial cabinet had cancelled leases of 70,000 acres of forest land and ordered action against the people 
illegally occupying another 145,245 acres of land. 
 
The committees have been directed to write to divisional commissioners to take action to retrieve a piece of land identified to be 
under illegal occupation. He said that even the divisional commissioners can themselves take notice of illegal lease or 
occupation and vacate that piece of land without submission of any reference from the committee. 
 
Syed said a summary is also being sent to the provincial government to provide the committees cover of law enforcement 
agencies during their actions. He directed forest officials to process all the complaints pending regarding the illegal possession 
of forest land on priority. 
 
Forest Secretary Abdul Rahim Soomro said the provincial government has started implementation of Supreme Court‘s order to 
end illegal possession of forest land. The provincial government is also preparing a new forest policy after it cancelled the 2004 
Agro Forestry Policy. An official told The Express Tribune that a draft of the policy has been prepared and that it is under review 
for approval. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 01/02/2019) 

 
‘Karachi’s encroachment issue needs to be analysed in context’  

 
One of the first sessions of the inaugural Adab Festival Pakistan at the Sindh Governor House on Friday was on the subject of 

Karachi: Encroachments and Demolitions, moderated by Rumana Husain. 
 
The first question that the moderator put to the panellists was about the Supreme Court‘s order on 
clearing encroachments. 
 
Mohammad Toheed said during the anti-encroachment drive at Empress Market, 1,700 shops and 
12 markets were demolished. There was no survey done prior to carrying out the operation. 
 
Faisal Siddiqui said the context in which the Supreme Court gave the order needed to be looked 
into. There was a time when Karachi was governed by a certain political party in a ―fascist‖ manner. 
Once it moved out of the picture, the party that got hold of the city‘s reins didn‘t seem to care much 
about it. It is against this backdrop that the court intervened. Where there is a vacuum such as this, 
these things happen. 
 
No survey was conducted before razing 1,700 shops of Empress Market 

 
He said the second context before the Supreme Court was some ―competing rights‖. The first was rule of law; second, right to 
housing; third, right to rehabilitation; fourth, rule of law implemented without discrimination. Another context is that there are two 
voices to be heard: voices of legal and executive minds. Mr Siddiqui remarked that the problem was solvable but it needed to be 
looked at bearing its contexts in mind. 
 
Dr Noman Ahmed of the NED University of Engineering and Technology responded to a query about the Karachi Strategic 
Development Plan. He said it was now defunct. He told the moderator plans were often made but they did not get legal protection. 
Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani said the Supreme Court‘s orders were to be implemented by the executive, which meant 
chief secretary, secretary, commissioner, etc. 
 
When the court order first came in October after which action on the Empress Market was taken, it was the local government that 
was required to implement it. 
 
He then told the moderator about the meeting that he had with the shopkeepers of Empress Market after he took charge of office on 
Oct 23, 2018. He argued that ―we have to implement orders with due diligence‖. 
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 15, 02/02/2019) 
 

100 illegal cabins, shops and stalls removed 
 
The anti-encroachment department of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) removed more than 100 illegal cabins, shops and 
stalls from footpaths and roads during its action against encroachments in different areas of the city on Friday. 
 
Official sources said that the anti-encroachment staff took action at Nagan Chowrangi, UP More, 5000 Road, Liaquatabad and other 
areas in district Central, whereas in district East shops under construction on footpaths and roads at Tariq Road were demolished 
and many cabin shops and roadside stalls were removed. 
 
In district South, they said, the anti-encroachment team took action at Ghulam Hussain Qasim Road, Siddiq Wahab Road, Ghaas 
Mandi, Fawwara Chowk and removed all cabins, food stalls and hotel stuff from footpaths and roads. 
 
The officials said that all kinds of encroachments were removed in Jamshed Town, Sindhi Muslim Society and adjacent areas. 
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They said that City Mayor Wasim Akhtar had directed the anti-encroachment staff to speed up its work so that all encroachments 
from city footpaths, parks, drains could be removed. 
 
According to the officials, the mayor said that encroachments were creating problems for traffic flow on roads therefore these must 
be removed. 
 
They said that heavy machinery was used to remove other encroachments, including cabins, tandoors, shops and other 
constructions from footpaths. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 10/02/2019) 
 

1,443 displaced traders get alternative spaces 
 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation on Wednesday allocated 1,443 shops to the traders displaced during the anti-encroachment 
drive launched by the city municipal administration on Supreme Court orders. 
 
The allocation of alternative place for business to the affected traders in the KMC markets began with the balloting of 1,443 shops 
for KMC tenants at the KMC Head Office in the presence of Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar, Commissioner of Karachi Iftikhar Ali 
Shallwani, Metropolitan Commissioner Dr Syed Saif-ur-Rehman, Deputy Commissioner (South) Syed Salahuddin, traders‘ 
representatives Jamil Ahmed Paracha and Ateeq Mir. 
 
The Empress Market shopkeepers were accommodated in Ranchhore Line Market, Umar Farooq Market in Khadda Market, in 
Shahabuddin Market, Khori Garden Market and Mairaj Market in Furniture Market at the PIDC, Jinnah Frame Market in Soldier 
Bazaar Market, and Baloch Park in Nazimabad No. 2. The shopkeepers displaced in other parts of South district were given 
alternative places for business in the KMC‘s Frere Market. 
 
Over 1,300 traders to be allotted shops in next phase 
 
Mayor Akhtar said a transparent procedure was adopted for providing 1,443 shops to the affected shopkeepers in the first phase 
and 1,311 remaining shopkeepers would also be accommodated soon. 
 
He said the action against constructions and encroachments in parks, on drains, footpaths and amenity plots was carried out on SC 
orders, and besides the KMC, provincial government, district administration, Rangers, police and other civic organisations took part 
in it. 
 
―The court‘s orders have been implemented and now 50 per cent of the affected shopkeepers have been relocated‖, he added. 
 
The mayor said that the department concerned of the city municipal administration was assigned to work out allocation of the KMC 
tenants in other markets from the first day of the anti-encroachment operation so they could resume their business there. 
 
He asked the shopkeepers to contact the KMC‘s relevant department or him if they found any problem in the process of relocation. 
―The change of shops is also possible and in this connection every support will be provided to the shopkeepers,‖ he said. 
 
The mayor said the Sindh chief minister, minister for local government and the Karachi commissioner had given guidance to the 
municipal administration in the process. 
 
He said the Supreme Court would be asked to stop the operation against encroachments with regard to residential buildings. 
 
Earlier, Commissioner Shallwani called it a good omen that the affected shopkeepers were being given alternative places to run 
their shops. He also congratulated the mayor and his team for making hectic efforts for the relocation of the affected shopkeepers. 
Traders‘ representatives hailed the KMC‘s efforts to ensure provision of alternative business places to thousands of affected 
shopkeepers. 
 
Senior director of anti-encroachment Bashir Siddiqui, senior director for estate Tasnim Ahmed, director for land Kamal Ahmed, 
chairmen and chairperson of the KMC Council and different committees and other elected representatives and officers also 
attended the programme. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 14/02/2019) 
 

Shops allotted to 1,443 encroachment drive affectees 
 

The city administration started on Wednesday the process of allotment of shops to shopkeepers who were affected by the recent  
anti-encroachment campaign in the city. 
 
Around 1,443 shopkeepers were allotted alternative shops at an event, attended by Karachi Mayor 
Waseem Akhtar, Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani, Metropolitan Commissioner Dr Syed Saifur 
Rehman, District South Deputy Commissioner Sallahud Din, trader leaders Jameel Ahmed Pracha 
and Ateeq Mir. 
 
The affected meat and vegetable vendors of Empress Market were allotted alternative shops at 
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Ranchor Lene Market, Umar Farooq Market‘s shopkeepers in Khadda Market, Shopping Centre shopkeepers in Shahabuddin 
PIDC Market, Khori Garden Mairaj Market‘s shopkeepers in Furniture Market, Jinnah Market Shopkeepers in Soldier Bazar 
Market, Baloch Park shopkeepers in Nazimabad no. 2, while several others were shifted to Frere Market.  
 
Speaking on the occasion, Mayor Akhter said that he had fulfilled his promise regarding the allotment of alternative shops to  the 
affected shopkeepers. The lucky draw was adopted to make the process transparent.   
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 14/02/2019) 
 

KCCI rejects relocation of anti-encroachment drive affectees 
 

Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) President Junaid Esmail Makda has criticised the ‗unjust relocations‘ of 
those affected by the anti-encroachment drive and rejected the ballot carried out by Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar. 
 
According to Makda, majority of the affected shopkeepers have been provided alternate spaces at irrelevant localities which are 
not feasible for their businesses and the space allocated to them is smaller in comparison to their razed shops. Besides, the  
shopkeepers will have to get the new shops constructed at their own expense. 
 
It is a matter of grave concern that encroachments removed from one nullah were being shifted to another nullah at Pakistan 
Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC) building, he said adding that the business community fears that they might be 
removed from the alternative location as well. 
 
―KCCI, which is constantly being approached by the affectees, was totally ignored,‖ he said in a statement issued on Saturday. 
 
―It is disheartening to see that the Sindh government and Karachi mayor never bothered to take our experience into 
consideration,‖ he said. 
 
Criticising the mayor‘s relocation plan, KCCI president said that Empress Market‘s affectees were accommodated in Ranchhore 
Line Market, Umar Farooq Market affectees were in Khadda Market and in Shahabuddin Market while Khori Garden and Mairaj 
Market affectees were relocated to PIDC Furniture Market, Jinnah Frame‘s affectees were accomodated in Soldier Bazaar 
Market, and Baloch Park affectees in Nazimabad No2, while the shopkeepers displaced in other parts o f the South district were 
given alternative places in KMC‘s Frere Market. He claimed that the shopkeepers have been relocated to ‗irrelevant‘ locations  
where they will not be able to carry on their businesses, adding that KCCI fears that this relocation plan is headed towards 
failure. 
 
Makda claimed that KCCI was not against the anti-encroachment drive but the mayor in connivance with certain elements had 
devised a ‗self-styled relocation strategy‘ without taking KCCI and other stakeholders on board. 
 
According to Makda, thousands of shops were razed but the mayor has given a number of only 1,444 shops and has falsely 
claimed that he has fulfilled his commitment. 
(By PPI The Express Tribune, 04, 17/02/2019) 
 

‘Relocation plan of razed businesses is going to flop’ 
 
Expressing disappointment over ‗unjust‘ relocations of the businesses and proprietors affected by the anti-encroachment drive, 
president of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Junaid Esmail Makda has rejected the balloting carried out by 
the mayor of Karachi through which majority of shopkeepers have been relocated to ―irrelevant or distant localities from their original 
businesses‖. 
 
He said the space allocated to shopkeepers was smaller as compared to their bulldozed shops and the shopkeepers would have to 
construct their shops at the allocated spaces from their own pockets. 
 
President of the KCCI, in a statement, said the Chamber, which was constantly being approached by the traders and businessmen 
affected by the anti-encroachment drive, was kept totally ignored as it was neither consulted before the anti-encroachment drive, nor 
about finalising the relocation plan. 
 
Encroachment removed from one Nullah were being shifted near another drain at the PIDC which will neither be acceptable to the 
honourable apex court, nor to the business community as someday they will again be removed from the alternative location, he 
added. 
 
Mr Makda said the Sindh government and the Mayor of Karachi never bothered to take KCCI‘s tremendous experience into 
consideration and came up with a ‗pathetic‘ relocation plan leading to creating a chaotic situation. 
 
He pointed out that the Empress Market shopkeepers were accommodated in Ranchhore Line Market, Umar Farooq Market in 
Khadda Market and in Shahabuddin Market, Khori Garden Market and Mairaj Market in Furniture Market at the PIDC, Jinnah Frame 
Market in Soldier Bazaar Market, and Baloch Park in Nazimabad No 2 while shopkeepers displaced in other parts of South district 
were given alternative places for business in the KMC‘s Frere Market. 
 
―Not a single razed market has been provided space close to its previous location and they have been transferred to irrelevant 
locations where they will not be able to carry on their businesses and we fear that this relocation plan is heading towards failure,‖ he 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/303/our-correspondent/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1912166/1-kcci-rejects-relocation-anti-encroachment-drive-affectees/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1912166/1-kcci-rejects-relocation-anti-encroachment-drive-affectees/
https://tribune.com.pk/author/80/ppi/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1464464/relocation-plan-of-razed-businesses-is-going-to-flop


Encroachment and Eviction  URC

 

  
      25 

 
  

feared. Under the so-called relocation plan, a meat or vegetable shopkeeper has been relocated to a location where either furniture 
or spare parts are being sold, he said. 
 
―How a meat or vegetable seller will find any customer at an irrelevant location, where visitors usually come for buying furniture or 
spare parts, not meat or vegetables.‖ 
 
The KCCI was not against the anti-encroachment drive, but unfortunately the Mayor of Karachi ―with the connivance of a few 
elements devised a self-styled relocation strategy without taking the KCCI and other stakeholders on board‖, he claimed. 
 
On one hand, Mayor Wasim Akhtar claims of having just 12 per cent authority on the city‘s administration, but he took 100pc action 
with full force against poor shopkeepers during the anti-encroachment drive under the Supreme Court‘s order, which is grossly 
misinterpreted and misused, he said. 
 
Thousands of shops have been wiped out from numerous markets, but the Mayor has given a mere number of just 1,443 shops and 
falsely claim that he has fulfilled his commitment, the KCCI chief said. The president of the KCCI asked the Sindh government to 
take notice of the ongoing ‗injustices‘ and come up with a feasible relocation plan in consultation with the KCCI, which is acceptable 
to all stakeholders. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 14, 18/02/2019) 
 

Allowing shops around Empress Market was a mistake: mayor 
 
City Mayor Wasim Akhtar said on Monday that the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had made a mistake in the past by allowing 
people to do business around the Empress Market, adding that only labourers suffered due to action against encroachments in and 
around the iconic market. 
 
He expressed these views during a meeting with a 35-member delegation of local government representatives of district Buner, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, led by Buner Nazim Ubaidullah, which called on him in his office on Monday. 
 
The mayor said that no serious effort was made by anyone for solving problems of Karachi as no one owned the city. 
 
―Sewage and industrial waste is [flowing into] the sea without treatment and people are getting ill due to contaminated water‖, he 
added. 
 
Mr Akhtar said that the city was also facing transport problems. 
 
He said the provincial government was keeping all powers under the Sindh Local Government Act, 2013 with itself and the city was 
literally devastated due to poor municipal management. 
 
The mayor said that he had raised the case of Karachi at all forums and also informed the then prime minister Nawaz Sharif of city‘s 
problems in the past and he had announced a small development package for Karachi. 
 
―Now the attitude of the present prime minister showed his seriousness for resolving city‘s problems, but nothing practical has so far 
come out‖, he said. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 19/02/2019) 

 
Apex court orders anti-encroachment drive to continue 

 
The Supreme Court ordered on Tuesday to continue the anti-encroachment operation and restore the city in its original form, 
besides directing the chief secretary to personally supervise the operation. 
 
The hearing related to the anti-encroachment drive was held before the three-member-bench, headed by Justice Mushir Alam 
and comprising Justice Faisal Arab and Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan at the Supreme Court‘s Karachi registry. The Sindh Advocate -
General, Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar and Sindh Building Control Authority Director-General Iftikhar Kaimkhani appeared 
before the court. 
 
As the hearing was ongoing, Justice Alam remarked that business organisations and restaurants had been established on small 
plots. ―We also wish that Karachi be restored to its original form and the liveliness of the city return,‖ he remaked. ―There  is no 
place left to walk in the streets,‖ he said, adding that the SBCA had failed at its job. 
 
The court ordered the chief secretary to supervise the operation and clear the debris in the aftermath of the anti -encroachment 
campaigns immediately from Bagh Ibne-Qasim, as well as other parts of the city. The court remarked that the chief secretary 
should ensure the cooperation and consultation between the various government departments and civic bodies. No organisation 
should interfere in the anti-encroachment operation or the removal of the debris, said the court. 
 
Seeking assistance 
The Sindh Advocate-General informed the court that the provincial government was seeking assistance from experts to restore 
Karachi to its actual form. Suggestions from experts have been taken at a consultative meeting held on January 1, earlier this 
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year. The AG added that a human tragedy could occur if action was taken without proper planning and asked for time to plan the 
campaign. The SBCA also asked for another eight weeks to plan and execute the operation. 
 
Justice Alam remarked that he would request the chief justice himself that the case be transferred to the related bench and t he 
agencies be given time for the operation. 
 
Marriage halls 
Besides, the same bench also heard a petition to review the SC‘s earlier order to raze all marriage halls constructed on military 
land. The petitioner‘s counsel, Rasheed A Rizvi, argued that the orders to raze the marriage halls had been passed without 
hearing their arguments. ―We will satisfy the court, therefore our arguments should also be heard,‖ he pleaded. 
 
Justice Alam remarked that they would not pass any orders at the moment. The court subsequently issued notices to the Sindh 
Advocate-General and others to seek their response over the demolition of the marriage halls. 
 
On January 24, a two-member bench, comprising Justice Gulzar Ahmed and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, had ordered razing of all 
the marriage halls built on Karachi‘s Sharae Faisal and Rashid Minhas Road, besides cinemas, plazas  and other commercial 
establishments built in cantonment areas. 
 
In its written order, a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune, the court had also sought reports on the demolit ion of 
the ―Global Marquees on Emergency Military Medical Supplies Land for Sindh and Balochistan‖. 
 
The order further stipulated that ―all cantonment lands meant for cantonment purposes are to be used only for cantonment 
purposes and not for any other use‖. 
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 27/02/2019) 
 

SC orders continuation of anti-encroachment drive, removal of debris 
 
The Supreme Court on Tuesday directed the provincial authorities to continue the ongoing operation against encroachments in the 
provincial capital and asked the chief secretary to monitor the drive. 
 
A three-judge bench of the apex court headed by Justice Mushir Alam also ordered the removal of debris from Bagh Ibne Qasim in 
Clifton and other parts of the city and directed the chief secretary to ensure proper coordination and cooperation among the 
departments concerned. 
 
The bench, also comprising Justices Faisal Arab and Ijaz Ul Ahsan, was hearing two identical petitions at the Supreme Court‘s 
Karachi Registry regarding illegal constructions. 
 
It observed that nobody would be allowed to create hurdles in the way of the operation and removal of debris. 
 
SBCA admonished 
Justice Alam said that it was the responsibility of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) to maintain the city ―in its original 
status‖, but the SBCA did not fulfil its duty. 
 
On Jan 24, a two-judge bench of the SC headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed had taken up the same matter and sought a 
comprehensive report from the provincial authorities regarding a solution to encroachments and illegal constructions and to restore 
the provincial capital to its past glory. 
 
SBCA told to maintain the city’s original status 
 
When both the petitions came up for hearing before the three-judge bench on Tuesday, Sindh Advocate General Salman Talibuddin 
contended that they were seeking the help of experts to bring back the city to its past glory and a conference in that regard had also 
been held. 
 
He maintained that if action was taken without proper planning, it might lead to a human tragedy and requested for more time for the 
compliance of the report. The SBCA sought eight weeks‘ time. 
 
Justice Alam observed that he would request the chief justice to refer the matter to the same bench which had heard it previously. 
 
Review plea 
The same bench on Tuesday also issued notices to the Sindh advocate general and others on a review petition against an earlier 
order about the removal of commercial activities from cantonment lands. 
 
On Jan 24, the two-judge bench had also issued directives for the removal of commercial activities from military land, particularly the 
Global Marquees, on the emergency military medical supplies land and adjacent wedding halls and grand convention hall on 
Korangi Road near the FTC building and all cantonment lands, ruling that the land only be used for cantonment purposes and their 
use must be restored. 
 
The Global Marquees management, through senior lawyer Rasheed A. Razvi, moved a petition and requested the court to review its 
earlier order. 
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He submitted that the order to demolish the wedding halls was passed without hearing the petitioner. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 27/02/2019) 
 
 

Estate Office in dark as PWD prepares eviction drive in federal quarters 
 

As a city becomes overcrowded, it often witnesses an exponential increase in urban encroachment. This is particularly true in  
the case of Karachi and has prompted the Pakistan Public Works Department (PWD) to devise an anti -encroachment strategy 
which will be carried out soon. 
 
There is a hitch, however – in its eagerness to clear out illegally occupied land, the PWD has seemingly forgotten to inform the 
Estate Office of its decision. 
 
Under the strategy it has finalised, PWD will launch an operation in federal residential colonies where relatives of retired and late 
government employees reside in government quarters, a senior department official told The Express Tribune. The department 
will also take action against illegally-constructed houses and apartments, the illegal use of land for commercial purposes and 
other types of encroachments, said PWD Executive Engineer Nadeem Sheikh. 
 
Providing details, he said the PWD plans to first remove illegal settlements along high-tension electric lines in Karachi‘s Federal 
Capital Area. Then, it will clear out illegal occupiers who are using government-owned land for commercial purposes. Finally, in 
the third phase, PWD will deal with the kin of retired or deceased government employees who are occupying government-owned 
houses. 
 
The operation will be carried out by the Sindh government in collaboration with the district administration, Karachi Metropol itan 
Cooperation (KMC), the Karachi Development Authority‘s (KDA) anti-encroachment cell and local governments. 
 
Eviction notices 
In preparation for the first phase, PWD and Liaquatabad assistant commissioner have already issued an immediate evacuation 
warning to the D-type residents of the Federal Capital Area. The area, however, falls under the management of the Estate 
Office, which has no information regarding the move. 
 
A case related to the evacuation of the quarters in the said area is currently pending with the Supreme Court. Sindh Governor  
Imran Ismail, on the directives of PM Imran Khan, has formed a committee with the task to come up with recommendations 
regarding the matter. 
 
The Estate Office, the federal committee and top officials have expressed their lack of knowledge over PWD‘s abrupt action. The 
move has also spread fear and panic among the residents of the Federal Capital Area, who have appealed to the prime minister 
and the Chief Justice of Pakistan to take immediate notice of the matter. 
 
PWD‘s Nadeem Sheikh, however, insisted that the strategy has been formulated in accordance with judicial orders against 
ongoing encroachments in areas surrounding K-Electric‘s high-tension lines. 
 
―Those who have been involved in encroachment activities in the said area have been directed to evacuate the plots with 
immediate effect. Encroachers have been warned that failure to comply will result in the demolition of their illegal settlements 
through an operation,‖ he said. 
 
Sheikh also said that people who reside on the ground floors of the old D-type quarters of the Federal Capital Area (Liaquatabad 
No 4, intersection) will be required to evacuate the houses. The anti-car lifting cell constructed in the said area will also be 
affected. 
 
―Some of these quarters have been illegally occupied by police officials, so action will be indiscriminately taken against everyone 
involved in land encroachment,‖ he said. 
 
Other colonies 
Apart from the Federal Capital Area, an evacuation operation will also be conducted in all federal colonies including, Martin  
Quarters, Clinton Quarters and Pakistan Quarters. The Estate office, Sindh government, district administration, local 
governments and law enforcement agencies will extend their full cooperation to make the operation successful.  
 
Speaking on the matter, Additional Estate Officer Karachi, Niaz Lakho, told The Express Tribune that the case of federal 
government colonies lies with the Supreme Court, therefore, the Estate Office is currently not taking any action to evacuate 
these quarters. 
 
―The Estate Office has nothing to do with the new anti-encroachment operation, as neither the PWD issued us any notice per the 
law nor was any officer informed of the decision on an individual basis,‖ Lakho said. ―The Estate Office is, therefore, not 
authorised to evacuate the federal quarters.‖ 
 
Lakho also said that the matter will be resolved through policies approved under the order of the Supreme Court and the federal 
government. 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/273/ishaq-tanoli
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1931525/1-estate-office-dark-pwd-prepares-eviction-drive-federal-quarters/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1931525/1-estate-office-dark-pwd-prepares-eviction-drive-federal-quarters/


Encroachment and Eviction  URC

 

  
      28 

 
  

 
Kept in the dark 
The Express Tribune also reached out to the deputy commissioner of District Central, Farhan Ghani, who said that no operation 
was being undertaken to reclaim government residential quarters in FC Area. However, action against encroachments will be 
taken upon the orders of the court. 
 
―All residential and commercial encroachments built around government quarters in FC area will be cleared up and district 
authorities will carry out a joint action in this regard,‖ Ghani explained, adding that he is not aware of any action taken by the 
assistant commissioner of Liquatabad. 
 
According to Jamal Siddiqui, member of the standing committee set up by Sindh Governor, per the instructions of the prime 
minister, the federal government has not issued any directions to the Estate Office, Public Works Department, or any other 
institution to carry out an operation in government-built residential colonies as the matter is pending with the court. 
 
―The federal government is working on various recommendations regarding the resolution of the issues faced by residents in th e 
said colonies. According to the policy of the federal government, no one should be rendered homeless,‖ Siddiqui said. 
 
He also reiterated that his department did not receive any information regarding the actions of PWD, adding that the federal 
government will chalk out a strategy to resolve the issue in light of court orders. 
 
When approached for a comment, Liaquatabad Assistant Commissioner Fahim Khan said that the illegal settlements around 
high-tension electric lines in Federal Capital Area will be cleared up through the support of PWD and other departments. ―The 
action is being undertaken upon the request of federal institutions as well as court orders. So far, however, no action has been 
taken to clear up government-owned residential quarters,‖ Khan said. 
 
On the other hand, committee head for the Federal Capital Area residential colony Syed Nadeem Nasir said the crackdown 
against encroachments should be made in light of laws. ―The federal government is working to resolve the issue confronting the 
residents of the government quarters. It is beyond understanding why PWD and district authorities were given a go -ahead to get 
some government quarters in FC Area evacuated without the approval of the Estate Office,‖ Nasir said. ―We will protest if any 
operation is carried out in violation of the law.‖ 
 
Nasir also said that PWD had put banners with warnings against commercial structures and encroachments around the flats 
situated on the ground floor, and added that he has appealed to PM Imran Khan as well as the CJP to save the residents living  
in all government colonies – including those living in Federal Capital Area – from going homeless. 
 
According to staff at the assistant commissioner‘s office, half of all quarters and flats belonging to the federal government are 
currently held by illegal occupants. The Estate Office tried to carry out an operation against these residential colonies som e 
months ago but after strong public backlash and orders of the Sindh Governor, the operation was halted and a committee was 
set up by the federal government to look into the matter. 
 
Fahimullah Khan, member of the committee for Pakistan Quarters, told The Express Tribune that PTI MPA Jamal Siddiqui is in 
contact with the residents of Pakistan Quarters and has assured them that the federal government will resolve the issue through 
negotiation. 
 
Commenting on the issue, MQM-Pakistan‘s Sindh Assembly member, Kunwar Naveed Jamil, said that he has discussed the 
matter with the federal government. 
 
―The federal government will not render anyone homeless. We will raise the matter before the prime minister again if PWD or t he 
Estate Office tries to throw out anyone,‖ Jamil said. 
(By Amir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 18/03/2019) 
 

Demolition of shops, factories sparks protest 
 
Residents of F.C. Area took to the streets in protest against the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) when its anti-
encroachment staff demolished and removed several encroachments, including 50 shops and 25 small industrial units on Tuesday. 
 
The situation took an ugly turn when some of the protesting women stood in front of the machinery. But the women and other 
protestors dispersed after intervention of the area assistant commissioner and senior KMC officials. 
 
KMC‘s director of anti-encroachment Bashir Siddiqui said that over 700 shops, cabins and small industrial units raised illegally on 
the official land would be demolished in the anti-encroachment operation in the area. 
 
He said action against the encroachments was being taken by the municipal administration with the cooperation of the district 
administration. 
 
He said that illegal structures were raised under high-tension wires, which was also a violation of the Supreme Court‘s order. 
Meanwhile, KMC sources said two persons were arrested by police for attempting to deter the officials from performing their official 
duties. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 17, 20/03/2019) 
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2,000 shops to be demolished, KMC tells SC 
 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation on Tuesday through a report informed the Supreme Court that around 2,000 shops and stalls 
at nine KMC markets are to be demolished as per the directives of the apex court. 
 
The KMC said that 703 shops/stalls at Lea Market, 447 at Jubilee Cloth Market, 180 at Aurangzeb Market, 148 at Bahadur Shah 
Market, 137 at Madina Cloth Market, 108 at Mahal Market, 102 at Picther Road Market, 95 at Akbar Road Market and 67 shops and 
stalls at the Urdu Bazaar Market are to be knocked down in accordance with the directives of the apex court passed earlier. 
 
The matters pertaining to encroachments on public spaces, illegal constructions, and commercial activities in cantonment boards 
were fixed before a two-judge bench of the apex court headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed on Tuesday at the Supreme Court Karachi 
Registry. 
 
However, Justice Ahmed referred the matters to the chief justice for fixation before any other bench after Justice Munib Akhtar, the 
other member of the bench, recused himself from hearing the petitions. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 27/03/2019) 
 

Riots break out in Sohrab Goth after child dies during anti-encroachment drive 
 
A minor boy died allegedly during an anti-encroachment operation being carried out in Sohrab Goth to clear the way for extension 
and service road of Superhighway (now M-9) on Friday, which prompted the relatives and area people to block the highway in 
protest while carrying the coffin of the deceased. 
 
Scuffles also broke out between protesters and the police as one motorbike of the police was set on fire. 
 
Malir SSP Irfan Bahadur told Dawn that Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, backed by law enforcers, had started an anti-
encroachment drive to clear the way for construction of extension of M-9 and its service road since last three days in Sohrab Goth, 
particularly in Ganna Mandi area. 
 
On Friday, as they destroyed around three or four walls of illegal houses, the residents claimed that one five-year-old boy identified 
as Jan Mohammed died when debris fell on him. 
 
The senior officer quoting both the KMC and the assistant commissioner of the area said that they only destroyed a few walls, not 
the homes, and no such incident took place there during the anti-encroachment drive. 
 
However, the area people claimed that the boy died during the anti-encroachment drive. 
 
Carrying coffin of the victim, the people staged a sit-in on Superhighway near Sohrab Goth, resultantly the traffic was adversely 
affected on the highway for around half an hour, said Malir SSP Mr Bahadur. 
 
The protesters also set a motorbike of the police on fire, which was partially damaged. 
 
The district administration and the police held talks with the protesters and warned them to vacate the highway, otherwise they 
would be compelled to take legal action since protests or sit-ins were not allowed on highways and major roads. 
 
The authorities promised the protesters that legal action would be taken if it transpired that the boy had died during the anti-
encroachment drive. 
 
The Malir SSP added that the inquiry was being conducted to ascertain veracity of the claims of the relatives about the boy‘s death. 
If it was proved that the boy had died during anti-encroachment drive, then further legal action would be taken. 
 
Mr Bahadur said that the case would also be registered against the protesters over charges of riots. 
 
The incident forced the authorities to suspend the anti-encroachment drive. 
 
Man falls to death 
A young man died when he fell from a multistorey building in the Tower area on Friday. 
 
An Edhi Foundation spokesperson said that an unidentified man around 25 to 30 years of age fell down from the 9th floor of 12-
storey Jilani Centre located on main road near Tower. The body was taken to the Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi to fulfil legal 
formalities. 
 
Eight held over man‘s murder 
The Pakistan Rangers, Sindh on Friday claimed to have arrested eight suspects from Karachi and Khairpur for allegedly carrying out 
brutal torture on a young man hailing from Gilgit in Lines Area two days ago and killing him, said a spokesperson for the paramilitary 
force. 
 
Mohammed Ali‘s body was found from a room in Lines Area on April 10. 
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He was brutally tortured and later on bullets were fired on his face and head. 
 
The paramilitary force set up a special team, which after ascertaining the reasons behind the murder apprehended three alleged 
facilitators namely Basharat, Afraz Gul and Ghufran from the city. 
 
During initial probe, the held suspect, Ghufran revealed that five ―real‖ suspects involved in the murder had left the city and were on 
their way to Gilgit in a car. 
 
The Rangers with technical help and utilising intelligence sources detained five suspects namely Waqas Husain, Zeeshan Haider, 
Mohammed Saleem, Sohail Ahmed and Shabbar Hasan from Khairpur. 
 
The held suspects during initial investigation admitted that they killed Mohammed Ali over ―some personal enmity‖. 
 
The paramilitary force claimed to have seized the weapon used in the murder from their possession. Later on, they were handed 
over to the police concerned for further legal action. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 16, 13/04/2019) 
 

Seven-year-old dies in anti-encroachment operation 
 

Residents of the katchi abadi near Super Highway protested the death of a child during an anti -encroachment operation near the 
Super Highway on Friday. 
 
The residents said that a notice was issued to them with regards to the demolition of their houses. According to the seven -year-
old victim‘s father, the residents had been notified to vacate their houses by April 15. 
 
However, officials reached the area unannounced on Friday and began razing the houses. A wall fell over seven-year-old 
Muhammad Jan, resulting in his death. The residents claim that Friday‘s anti-encroachment operation was unexpected. 
 
They placed the child‘s body on the road near Al-Asif Square, shouted slogans and blocked the Super Highway. Enraged by the 
child‘s death, the demonstrators set a motorcycle and tyres on fire. The anti-encroachment staff left the area when the locals 
began their protest. 
 
The traffic was disrupted and long queues of vehicles were seen on the road. Some protesters also threw stones at the vehicles 
stuck in the traffic jam. The windscreens and windows of two to three cars were broken. 
 
After two hours of negotiations with the police, the protesters dispersed peacefully. The police removed the debris from Super 
Highway and cleared the road for traffic. 
 
The father of the deceased told The Express Tribune that he was a labourer. The aggrieved man said that his wife and other 
children were also injured in the anti-encroachment operation. They have been shifted to the hospital, he said, adding that his 
family had been living in the area for years and the government should provide them justice. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 13/04/2019) 
 
 

SC raps Sindh authorities for failing to remove encroachment in Karachi 
 
The Supreme Court (SC) expressed on Thursday its extreme displeasure with the federal and provincial governments as well as 
the city‘s various civic agencies over their failure to implement its January 22 order regarding the removal of encroachments  and 
restoring Karachi to its past glory. 
 
A two-member bench, headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed and comprising Justice Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel, took up various 
aspects of their January order and warned all the relevant authorities to ensure they were all implemented before the next 
hearing in the SC‘s Karachi Registry. The hearing on Thursday was attended by the Attorney-General, defence secretary, 
Karachi mayor, Advocate-General, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Managing Director and officials of cantonment boards. 
 
As the hearing commenced, Attorney-General Anwar Mansoor Khan presented a report on behalf of the defence ministry 
regarding the ban on commercial activities on military lands. The court, however, expressed dissatisfaction with the report and 
again ordered defence authorities and cantonment boards to stop all commercial activities. 
 
As the report was presented to the bench, Justice Ahmed noted that it seemed to have been signed by some peon. The defence 
secretary, who was present in the courtroom, then signed the report. 
 
Justice Ahmed questioned why the court‘s orders were not being implemented, to which AG Khan said they needed more time. 
―We cannot give more time,‖ remarked Justice Ahmed, adding that it would only takes five minutes for the government if it 
actually wanted to work. ―What‘s the point of running a marriage hall on land owned by the army?‖ asked Justice Ahmed.  
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The Attorney-General argued that the money earned from the rent of the marriage hall was given to the families of martyrs. To 
this, Justice Ahmed remarked who knew where the money went. ―We know that who is doing what. It is not the matter of a single 
plot,‖ he added. 
 
Marriage halls have been built on Rashid Minhas road and Falcon Mall has been built on defence land, observed Justice Ahmed. 
―All of them must be razed,‖ he directed. 
 
The Attorney-General argued that some lands had been given on lease, therefore the court should give some time. 
 
Justice Ahmed also observed that cantonment boards do not have the authority to build a housing society. ―Building DHA was 
wrong and still is,‖ he said. 
 
Global Marquee 
During the proceedings, Rasheed A Rizvi, the counsel for Global Marquee, got into a heated argument with the bench, saying 
they weren‘t prepared to listen to anyone. 
 
―Who signed the deal?‖ asked Justice Ahmed, to which the Attorney-General replied that a retired colonel had signed off on the 
deal. ―Who is this retired colonel who is issuing the NOCs?‖ Justice Ahmed questioned. 
 
Justice Ahmed asked under what law was the army authorised to give government land to private persons. ―The documents 
which you are presenting do not have any value,‖ he told Rizvi, to which the latter argued that the court should then issue a 
notice to the Core headquarters. ―Nobody has bothered to ask anything in the last 72 years,‖ said Rizvi. To this, Justice Ahm ed 
remarked, ―Let‘s change history today.‖ 
 
The court rejected the review plea filed by Global Marquee, with Justice Ahmed noting that there was no authenticity in any of 
their pleas and arguments. The court also rejected another review plea, filed by the KWSB against the orders to demolish the 
Water Board Officers‘ Club, saying the land should be returned to the government if there was no use for it. 
 
Commercial activities on military lands 
During the proceedings, the court also took up the matter of marriage halls and other commercial ventures on military land, 
ordering the defence ministry again to end all commercial activities and raze marriage halls from military lands and cantonment 
boards. 
 
Justice Ahmed remarked that 70% of the construction in Karachi was illegal. 
 
―All the parks in Karachi have been named after martyrs,‖ he commented. To this, AG Khan argued that martyrs have an exalted 
status. Justice Ahmed quipped that he may also get martyred. 
 
The AG replied there are strict terms and conditions to be given the status of a martyr. Justice Ahmed asked if the AG meant  he 
wouldn‘t be a martyr if he was killed. The courtroom echoed with laughter on the judge‘s remark. 
 
Demolition ordered 
The bench also ordered the demolition of Sea Breeze Plaza, located on MA Jinnah Road, besides directing the Hindu 
Gymkhana to be evacuated and given back to its original owners. It also ordered an end to all commercial activities in the YMCA 
premises. Moreover, the court ordered the chief minister to personally monitor the anti -encroachment drive in line with the order 
of the apex court. 
 
SBCA DG reprimanded 
Justice Ahmed also expressed annoyance with the Sindh Building Control Authority DG Iftikhar Ali Qaimkhani, who appeared 
before the bench. The judge warned him that he would be sent directly to jail from the court. ―What happened to the order we 
gave to restore the city to its actual condition?‖ questioned Justice Ahmed, adding that what had happened to the two illegal  
buildings in front of BarBQ Tonight restaurant. 
 
The SBCA DG informed the court that there was a case against one of the buildings pending before the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB). ―What is NAB?‖ questioned Justice Ahmed. ―Is NAB superior to the Supreme Court?‖ he asked. Justice Ahmed 
ordered that the encroachments should be removed and the court‘s orders should be complied with. 
 
KDA under fire 
The court also expressed annoyance over the condition of University Road. Justice Ahmed questioned why the road was torn up 
hardly a year after its construction. ―What is the problem with you?‖ he questioned. ―Thousands of ci tizens are being affected by 
the road that has been dug up,‖ he said. 
 
The counsel representing the municipal authorities informed that the K-Electric was installing cables underground. Justice 
Ahemd questioned why the K-electric didn‘t bother to do this earlier? 
 
The court ordered to present all the master plans prepared for the city since 1950. The Karachi mayor expressed helplessness 
and said that he didn‘t have any master plan. The SBCA DG said that they had the master plans. Justice Ahmed ordered all 
master plans to be submitted, along with information about any changes and at whose behest. The master plans should also 
mention which residential building had been commercialised when and at whose behest. 
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(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 10/05/2019) 
 

SC wants operation against encroachments to continue 
 
The Supreme Court on Thursday directed all the provincial and local governments and cantonment boards to continue the operation 
against encroachments on amenity spaces across the metropolis. 
 
A two-judge bench, comprising Justices Gulzar Ahmed and Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel, issued a notice to provincial Minister for 
Local Government Saeed Ghani on an application seeking contempt proceedings against him for his alleged statements against the 
operation and asked him to appear in the next session. 
 
The SC had resumed the implementation proceedings in a case regarding the removal of encroachments from public and amenity 
spaces, including playgrounds, parks and footpaths, in the city. 
 
Railways given two weeks to retrieve KCR land, begin local train operation a month afterwards 
 
At the outset, the judges took up an application filed by Syed Mehmood Akhtar Naqvi seeking contempt of court proceedings against 
Mr Ghani for allegedly issuing a statement against the operation against encroachments in disregard of the orders issued by the SC. 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed, the head of the bench, came down hard on Minister Ghani and Mayor of Karachi Wasim Akhtar for 
reportedly issuing such statements to the media. 
 
He observed that the minister reportedly said that ―we will not raze a single building‖ while the mayor also reportedly said that ―we 
will not demolish buildings‖. 
 
―Has he decided to fight a war against the court?‖ remarked the judge. 
 
Justice Ahmed said that the land mafia was flourishing in the city and they were issuing such statements. 
 
Issuing a notice to Mr Ghani on the application to submit his reply, the visibly irked judge said: ―Let us first listen to everyone then 
we will decide what to do with them.‖ 
 
Strict warning to SBCA chief 
The judge also expressed his displeasure with SBCA DG Iftikhar Qaimkhani for his failure to remove all the illegal encroachments 
and settlements in the city and warned that he would go straight to jail from the court‘s premises. 
 
In response to the judge‘s query about action against two illegal buildings in front of BBQ Tonight, DG Qaimkhani said that there 
was a National Accountability Bureau (NAB) inquiry going on against one of the buildings. 
 
His response incensed the judge, who remarked whether NAB was above the Supreme Court. 
 
The bench members told the SBCA chief that the court had clearly ordered removal of all illegal encroachments and the order 
should be fully implemented. 
 
Justice Ahmed told the officer that there were multistorey buildings that had been built in the areas such as Punjab Colony and Delhi 
Colony and that neither had water lines or lifts. 
 
He further told the officer that the entire Saddar area, including Zainab Market, was full of unlawful parking areas. 
 
DG Qaimkhani assured the bench that an operation in Saddar would be carried out in the future. 
 
The court asked the SBCA DG to wake up and start an operation against the illegal encroachments across the city, including 
Saddar. 
 
Justice Ahmed observed that the SC had on Jan 22 ordered removal of all encroachments in the city and asked the officer why it 
should grant a further extension for the implementation of the same order. 
 
The judge asked the mayor and other officers to explain how many plazas were being built currently in the city. 
 
Mayor Akhtar said the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had no control over the civic agencies such as the Karachi Water and 
Sewerage Board and the SBCA while the KMC had administrative control over around 17 per cent of the city‘s land as the rest of 
the areas were controlled by other agencies. 
 
Expressing his dismay over the state of affairs in which the metropolis was being run, Justice Ahmed said that even the 
infrastructure of the city had not been developed over the decades. He also expressed his shock over the manner in which, he said, 
the land-owning agencies were allotting and selling state land. 
 
KCR land under encroachments 
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The bench gave two weeks to the Pakistan Railways authorities to retrieve the land along the tracks of the Karachi Circular Railway 
and hand it over to the Sindh government authorities, who were also asked to make arrangements for making the KCR functional 
within a month afterwards. 
 
The bench directed the Karachi commissioner to remove illegally built multistorey buildings in Delhi Colony, Punjab Colony, TNT 
Colony and Neelum Colony strictly in accordance with the law. 
 
However, it told the mayor, the commissioner, the Railways and other authorities to ensure that all the residents or shopkeepers 
affected by such an operation be rehabilitated. 
 
Addressing the mayor, Justice Ahmed said: ―You have sold the entire city. How much more money do you want? 
 
―You‘ve purchased properties in Dubai and London, but you can‘t live there, eat the food there, or bring the weather from there 
here,‖ the judge added. 
 
He deplored that it took three hours to leave the city and added that Karachi had not been able to reach the standard of a megacity 
and the entire road system had been destroyed. 
 
The bench told the mayor and the SBCA DG to submit the original master plan of Karachi devised in 1952 clearly indicating all the 
changes made to it so far, with satellite images of the city. 
 
However, the SBCA DG and the mayor both denied having any master plans in their possession. 
 
Justice Ahmed observed that it seemed that the entire system had collapsed in the city. 
 
The bench members asked the Sindh chief minister to convene a meeting with all the stakeholders, including the provincial 
government, local government and other departments, and resolve the issue of mushrooming growth of encroachments on amenity 
spaces and their use for commercial exploitation. 
 
The bench directed the Rangers DG and the Sindh police inspector general to identify and remove all encroachments set up on 
footpaths and submit their compliance reports at the next session. 
 
The commissioner was told to examine the allotment orders purportedly issued to the occupants of the land belonging to the Kidney 
Hill and submit a report in court. 
 
The bench directed the KWSB to demolish its officers‘ club built on the amenity land on Sharea Faisal, where it was running 
commercial marriage halls. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 14, 10/05/2019) 
 

60 houses demolished in anti-encroachment drive in Gharibabad 
 
The anti-encroachment operation for the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) continued for the eighth consecutive day on 
Thursday. The operation, however, has been delayed till tomorrow due to some resistance by the residents. 
 
The operation began at 10am and continued without any interruption till 4pm. More than 60 concrete houses constructed in a 50  
feet radius along the KCR track in Central district‘s Gharibabad have been demolished on judicial orders under the supervision 
of railway authorities, district administration and police officials. 
 
During the operation, announcements were made on loudspeakers for the residents to vacate their houses. Heavy police force , 
including lady police officials, was also deployed in the area due to the security concerns. The residents and area locals 
expressed anger over the anti-encroachment drive and tried to put a stop to it. This led to a clash between the police officials 
and the residents, however, the police were able to control the situation. 
 
The railway administration decided to stop the operation after the clash and postponed it till tomorrow. 
 
Railway SSP Shehla Qureshi said that the anti-encroachment operation had entered Central district. The residents of 
Gharibabad were informed about the operation yesterday, said Qureshi adding that soft encroachments were also removed from 
the area. The concrete structures are being razed now. She said that there were more than 300 residential units which have to 
be razed. 
 
Pakistan Railways Karachi Assistant Engineer Shah Muhammad Mastoi said that the residents of these units were told on 
Wednesday to vacate the place by Sehri on Thursday. Mastoi said, ―We gave as much time to the residents as they wanted. We 
will continue the operation and remove the encroachments from both the sides of the track‖. There is no shortage of machinery , 
he added. 
 
The residents said that they have been residing in the same houses for years. Such operat ions have never occurred in Nawaz 
Sharif or Benazir regimes, they said adding that the federal government has brought the people on road. 
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They said that they had not given votes to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf so that they could deprive the poor of shelter. People 
are being deprives of their houses while fasting. 
 
The residents asked where the people could go in times of high unemployment and inflation rates. The government could have 
launched the operation after Eid, they said and asked where would they go now. They should have provided an alternative place 
if the operation had to be done, the residents said. 
 
Referring to Imran Khan‘s promise, they said that the change has really taken place. They requested the government to wait ti ll 
Eid and start the operation after it. 
 
According to the railway authorities however, the anti-encroachment operation at Gharibabad will restart tomorrow morning, 
following which, the encroachments in the surroundings of Liaquatabad railway station tracks will be removed. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 24/05/2019) 
 

Almost 100 houses demolished in Karachi anti-encroachment drive 
 
Almost 100 concrete structures and residential units located within 50 feet of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) track, from 
Gujjar Nullah to Nazimabad, were razed in the on-going anti-encroachment drive on Wednesday with the help of heavy 
machinery. The operation faced delay due to resistance from the residents. 
 
Railways authorities, district administration and police participated in the operation which continued for the 12th day. Lady  police 
officials were also deployed for security reasons. 
 
Pakistan Railways (PR) Property Land Deputy Director Dilawar Hussain said that the operation was launched on the orders by 
the Supreme Court. He said that around 150 concrete residential units were erected in the surroundings of Nazimabad Railway 
track which will be razed. He said that 75% of the operation has been completed in district Central and efforts are under way to 
remove as many encroachments as possible. ―We‘re trying our best to revive the railway tracks soon,‖ he added. The KCR track 
in the Central district would be cleared in three to four days, he assured. 
 
The residents are worried about finding an alternative place to live. During the operation, some of the affectees kept moving their 
things elsewhere to vacate the place while others started to demolish the illegal constructions. But some of the residents 
maintained obstinacy and tried to stop the operation. 
 
While addressing the federal government, the affected residents said that only a few days were left before Eid. They said tha t 
they could have arranged alternative places if the operation was launched after Eid. They asked how the children would spend 
their Eid days without a home. 
 
The residents said that they have been living in the area for years and the authorities cannot expel them from their homes like 
this. The federal government has done nothing but ruined their lives and the country would not progress even after the reviva l of 
KCR, they warned. 
 
The operation began at 9:30am from Gujjar Nala and continued till 5pm. It will continue today (Thursday). 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 30/05/2019) 
 

Alternative place for displaced shopkeepers discussed 
 
Commissioner of Karachi Iftikhar Shallwani asked the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation on Friday to finalise matters pertaining to 
403 displaced shopkeepers of the Zoological Garden Market and make concrete steps to provide alternative place for their business 
on priority basis. 
 
He gave the directions during a meeting with a delegation of affected shopkeepers of the Zoological Garden Market led by its vice 
president Misbahul Shams. Other delegation members included general secretary Asif Shehzad, joint secretary M. Munaf, M. 
Intizar, deputy commissioner South Syed Salahuddin and deputy director of KMC M. Alamdar. 
 
The delegation apprised the commissioner of their grievance and said that they had been displaced on Jan 5 with a promise by the 
KMC that they would be given alternative place for their business. However, they said, they were not so far compensated and 
accommodated despite the lapse of over six months. 
 
The commissioner assured them that their problems would be resolved on priority basis. 
 
He advised them to accept the alternative places being given as per policy. 
 
He also directed the DC South to identify the location for placement of affected shopkeepers. Mr Shallwani also directed the KMC to 
arrange a meeting of the affected shopkeepers with the mayor and the metropolitan commissioner respectively to sort out their 
issues and conduct a proper survey for alternative places. 
 
The DC South was also directed to be vigilant on all illegal encroachments and check all fruit carts near the Parking Plaza, which 
might create problems in future. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 01/06/2019) 
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SBCA allowed to demolish 326 ‘illegal’ under-construction buildings 
 
The city administration on Thursday decided to raze as many as 326 ‗illegal‘ under-construction buildings in different parts of the 
city. 
 
Official sources told Dawn that Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani gave the approval to the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) to 
start demolition against the illegal under-construction structures and buildings which were uninhabited. 
 
They said the decision to this effect was taken at a high-level meeting in pursuance of orders of the Supreme Court. 
 
The meeting, presided over by the city administration chief, was attended among others by the SBCA director general, deputy 
commissioners of districts South and East and senior police officials. 
 
The officials said the deputy commissioners concerned were directed to monitor the campaign and provide support to the demolition 
authority. 
 
The SBCA chief told the meeting that a task force had been formed for implementation of the apex court‘s order in this regard. 
He told the meeting that 326 illegal buildings had been identified for demolition in different parts of the city. 
 
According to him, the illegal buildings included 31 in Gulberg Town, 72 in Liaquatabad Town, 13 in New Karachi Town, six in North 
Nazimabad Town, 13 in Gulshan Town-I, four in Jamshed Town-I , 52 in Jamshed Town-II, 28 in Saddar Town-I, 26 in Saddar Town 
-II , 54 in Lyari Town, 16 in Malir Town, four each in Korangi and Landhi towns and three in Bin Qasim Town. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 14/06/2019) 

 
Charities hit hard by KMC’s encroachment drive 

 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) has demolished roadside installations and booths set up by various welfare 
organisations across the city as part of the ongoing anti-encroachment drive. While the welfare organisations, including the Edhi 
Foundation, Chhipa Welfare Trust, Alamgir Welfare Trust, Saylani Welfare and Falah-e-Insaniat Trust, cry foul, the KMC claims 
the operation is being carried out on the Supreme Court‘s orders, aimed at making Karachi free of encroachments.  
 
Faisal Edhi, who heads the Edhi Foundation, lamented that the campaign to retrieve the KCR land had not only deprived the 
underprivileged of their livelihoods, but was also depriving them of emergency rescue services now. 
 
In addition to the 10 emergency booths demolished during the drive, the KMC has also razed three food distribution points, 
known as ‗Awami Dastarkhwans‘, operated by the Edhi Foundation. 
 
Emergency booths 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Faisal said that the emergency response centres were established after obtaining formal 
permission from the local administration and did not affect public commute in any manner. Moreover, the majority of the booths 
were established at ‗black spots‘, known to have a high incidence of traffic accidents. The said booths  were established around 
15 years ago, after the locations were identifed in a research supervised by renowned surgeon Abdul Rasheed Jumma. The 
research identified the points where a high number of road accidents were reported due to over speeding and viol ation of traffic 
rules. 
 
According to Faisal Edhi, the booths set up at 10 locations across the city, were the backbone of the communications system o f 
the Edhi Foundation‘s ambulance and rescue services. Any calls or messages received for assistance would  be directed from 
the central command system to these booths, which would then relay them to the ambulances closest to the area. ―The removal 
of these booths, in the name of ending encroachments, is causing difficulties in shifting injured persons to hospi tals,‖ said Faisal, 
adding that their relief work during the recent heat wave were also disrupted due to the demolition of the booths.  
 
High-risk zone 
According to Faisal, the emergency booth in Mehmoodabad was the most important as the area was found to have the highest 
incidence of road accidents. It was for this very reason that permission from authorities was sought to set up a booth there.  ―A 
traffic chowki built on a footpath next to the demolished Edhi booth in Mehmoodabad remains unaffected,‖ said Faisal. 
 
Besides, the largest booth was located near the trauma centre of the Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital. The KMC, terming the booth a 
hindrance, had issued three notices to the foundation, warning it that the booth would be removed. ―We then reduced its s ize, 
which ended the KMC‘s reservation, but they unexpectedly demolished it anyway,‖ said Faisal. 
 
Similarly, a cradle installed outside the Edhi Centre located at Tower, where people could leave their unwanted babies for 
adoption, was also demolished. ―The shade was not a source of hindrance to the mobility of the public,‖ lamented Faisal, adding 
that the cafes and roadside shops set up in the same street remain unaffected. 
 
A reactionary move 
Faisal alleged that action against the Edhi Foundation was a reaction to the support it extended to the scores of poor persons 
who were rendered homeless due to the joint operation conducted by the KMC and Railway Police. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1488030/sbca-allowed-to-demolish-326-illegal-under-construction-buildings
https://www.dawn.com/authors/397/the-newspaper-s-staff-reporter
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Speaking to The Express Tribune, Faisal said that he had raised a voice in support of the affectees and asked the authorities to 
either halt the operation or slow it down until an alternative space could be provided to the affectees. The Karachi 
Commissioner, however, refused to exempt the residential homes or slow down the pace of the operation, he claimed. 
―Karachiites are being punished for supporting the victims,‖ said Faisal. 
 
The foundation‘s chair said that he had contacted the Sindh Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani after the booths were 
razed. The minister spoke to the relevant deputy commissioner, who was unaware of the action. The DC, Faisal claimed, said 
that the KMC was behind the operation. 
 
Court’s orders 
Meanwhile, the KMC‘s officials claim that the operation is being carried on the orders of the Supreme Court, which has tasked  it 
with making Karachi free of encroachments. 
 
The KMC‘s Anti-Encroachment Department, acting on the directives of the Karachi mayor, conducted an operation in District 
Central and demolished as many as 65 offices and dastarkhwans run by welfare institutions. The operation in District East was 
conducted on June 12. 
 
As part of the operation, roadside installations run by several organisations in Gulberg, North Nazimabad, Nazimabad near the  
Board Office, North Karachi, Sakhi Hassan Chowrangi, Five Star Chowrangi, Golimar and Power House Chowrangi have  been 
razed. 
 
The KMC‘s Anti-Encroachment Department had earlier issued three notices to the aforementioned welfare institutions to remove 
their offices, dastarkhwans and cages from the footpaths, saying that footpaths are meant for pedestrians, hence permission for 
welfare or business activities cannot be granted. 
 
The action will be taken in all the districts of the city to avoid traffic jams and open the footpaths for pedestrians, the  mayor has 
said.  
(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 04, 18/06/2019) 
 

New encroachments 
 
THIS refers to encroachments near my residence in North Nazimabad, which once used to be a posh area and now is a concrete 
jungle owing to ‗China cutting‘. 
 
Recently, two restaurants have opened near the Shipowner‘s College roundabout. There is a KWSB system installed in this 
roundabout. One of the restaurants has encroached upon this roundabout as a sitting arrangement as well as a car park for their 
customers. 
 
They have even developed a washroom inside this roundabout to serve customers. I don‘t know if the owner of the restaurant has 
permission to run this business or he is paying ‗rent‘ to the KWSB. 
 
This is creating serious traffic jams. To make matters worse, one can see police and other law enforcement agency vehicles parked 
there with their personnel watching this blatant violation of law. 
 
Surprisingly, these new encroachments have cropped up despite a crackdown against encroachers and landgrabbers. Is it possible 
to encroach upon any land without the help of the authorities? 
 
The authorities concerned should look into this issue and remove these new encroachments before it creates law and order issue. 
 
Naseem Alam 
Karachi 
(From the Newspaper Dawn, 09, 18/06/2019) 
 

Sindh can't spare more than Rs1,000 for Empress Market area 
 
In November last year, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) demolished over 1,700 shops built in and around the iconic 

Empress Market structure. The action was taken on the orders of the Supreme Court, 
which had called for restoring ‗Karachi to its former glory‘. 
 
For the Empress Market at least, the KMC says it has a plan. It says it will start the 
repair and renovation work of the structure after consultation with archaeological 
experts, urban planners and heritage consultants. The problem, however, is that neither 
the KMC nor the Sindh government has any funds to do so. 
 
The provincial government, for its part, had kicked off a rehabilitation project to revamp 
the surroundings of Empress Market. Special Secretary to the Local Government 
Department and project director Niaz Soomro told The Express Tribune that almost Rs1 
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billion have been spent from the original PC-1 amount of Rs.1.006b allocated for the project. The project envisaged the 
reconstruction of Jehangir Park, Mansfield Street, Mir Karam Ali Talpur Road, Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Sarwar Shaheed Road, 
and Shahrae Iraq. These have all been completed. 
 
Meanwhile, work is still being carried out on the food street at Mir Karam Ali Talpur Road and night bazar at Raja Ghazanfar Ali 
Road. This is where the provincial government has hit the snag. 
 
According to Soomro, they had submitted a revised PC-1 of Rs1.3 billion to complete the project. The new amount is yet to be 
approved by the development committee, however, the Sindh government has allocated a sum of Rs1,000 for the project in the 
new fiscal year‘s budget. 
 
When asked about the funding, Soomro expressed the hope that seeing the importance of the project,  the funds would be 
allocated for it by the local government. ―As soon as the funds are disbursed, we will complete the project within three mont hs,‖ 
he added. 
 
Empress Market revamp 
With regard to the Empress Market itself, KMC Municipal Commissioner Dr Saif-ur-Rehman said that archaeological knowledge 
and expertise is necessary to ensure the historical appearance and preservation of the market‘s iconic structure. To that end , the 
PC-1 of the project is currently being prepared. 
 
Owing to its age and absence of care, the structure of Empress Market has been dilapidated because of natural wear and tear, 
while its windows and roofs also need extensive repair. The building‘s historical wall clock also needs to be repaired.  
 
―The renovation work will incur millions of rupees and the actual cost of the project will be estimated after the finalisation of the 
PC-1,‖ said Dr Saif-ur-Rehman. ―At the moment, the KMC does not have the requisite financial means to carry out this 
development work, therefore, we will request the Sindh government to fund the project.‖ 
 
He further said that at present, that Sindh government is in the process of constructing a boundary wall around the market an d 
after its completion, the KMC will utilise its own funds to construct a park around the market to beautify the area. 
 
While the KMC seems to have positive plans for the historic structure, shopkeepers whose shops were demolished in the market 
have strong grievances against the move. 
 
Affectees speak out 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, the shopkeepers of the market explained that during its ―strict‖ anti-encroachment drive, the 
KMC evacuated hundreds of shops which led to an increase in unemployment. They added that the renovation projects, which 
the KMC and the Sindh government earlier announced, are yet to be implemented. 
 
The president of the Empress Market‘s grocery, vegetable and fruit merchants‘ association, Liaquat Ali, said that the KMC 
grazed the shops but did not provide an alternative place to the affected shopkeepers. 
 
―Shopkeepers have suffered a huge loss because of the KMC‘s anti-encroachment operation. Even if alternative spaces are 
provided to the affected shopkeepers to set up their shops, it will not carry the same business value,‖ Ali said.  
 
The market 
Originally known as the KMC Market, the Empress market was constructed by the English before the partition of the 
subcontinent. After partition, the KMC built many shops within the structure and also constructed other registered markets in  the 
surrounding area. Many people rented shops there and set up their businesses which successfully ran for many years because 
of the hustle and bustle of the area. 
 
According to Liaquat Ali, shopkeepers not only paid the rent for their shops but also paid taxes for carrying out business  
activities. However, after these shops were demolished, the overall business of the market was severely affected.  
 
―Demolition of the shops not only affected the shopkeepers and their families but the KMC also suffered a loss of revenue 
generated through the shops,‖ Ali said. ―Empress Market had been a central marketplace of Karachi and now only about 125 
shops are left there‖. 
 
Alternative spaces 
Ali requested the mayor to allot alternative places to the affected shopkeepers immediately so that those who have been 
rendered unemployed because of the demolition of the shops can start their businesses anew. 
 
He also added that the current shops of the market should undergo maintenance so that their historical significance is not 
destroyed. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, KMC‘s senior director for estate Imran Qadeer said that efforts are being made to provide 
shops to all the affected shopkeepers of the Empress Market and many of them have already accepted offers of alternate 
places, while the construction work is under way on these allotments. 
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 ―New shops will be built very soon and will be allotted to those who wish to move their businesses there, while some 
shopkeepers have also demanded to be shifted to Empress Market again once it‘s renovated,‖ said Qadeer. 
 
Imran Qadeer added that about 352 affected shopkeepers have been offered a temporary place in Parking Plaza‘s Shahabuddin 
Market, which most of the shopkeepers have accepted. 
 
The KMC also offered some alternative shops in Frere Market which shopkeepers refused to accept. Likewise, the meat 
merchants refused to accept offers for alternate shops in Ranchore Lines and have demanded that they are provided shops in 
Empress Market again. 
 
Some 484 shopkeepers from the Umar Farooq Market, which is connected to Empress Market, have been offered places in Lyari 
Khadda Market which they have accepted. These shops will be handed over to them after carrying out the necessary procedure.  
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 24/06/2019) 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/560/syed-ashraf-ali/

