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Jibran briefly held for ‘blocking judge’s vehicle’ 
 

KARACHI: An activist, lawyer and independent candidate for both national and provincial assembly seats in the Clifton and Defence 
areas, Mohammad Jibran Nasir, was briefly detained on Monday by police for not giving way to the police squad of a Sindh High 
Court judge, said the activist. 
 
However, Karachi South SSP Omar Shahid told Dawn that the activist had “blocked” the judge’s vehicle in the Clifton area. 
Saddar SP Asif Ahmed Bughio said that Mr Jibran was driving on Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman Road in Clifton when the convoy of the 
SHC judge approached from behind his car. 
 
Members of the judge’s security squad signalled Jibran to give way. Jibran reportedly refused to oblige, following which some of the 
security personnel “misbehaved” with the lawyer and he was taken to the Frere police station, the SP said. 
 
However, Mr Jibran, contesting election from NA-247 and PS-111 as an independent candidate, in a video uploaded on his 
Facebook page and later talking to the media at the police station said that when he crossed Chief Minister House and reached the 
traffic lights near the Karachi Club, the judge’s squad signalled to him to give wa 
y. 
Mr Jibran said he indicated through his hand to the squad that since there were vehicles in front of him and on the side as well, he 
could not give them passage. 
 
He said his response apparently irked the police squad who disembarked from their mobile van as he descended from the bridge. 
The lawyer alleged that he was bundled away by the protocol of the judge after he was beaten up and his clothes were torn, which 
could be seen in the CCTV footage 
. 
Jibran added that his car was pushed to the roadside by the protocol and when he stopped them, he was struck with the “chamber 
of a gun” 
. 
He said the squad also snatched his mobile phone and took him out of his car forcibly. He was forced to sit in the police mobile. 
Jibran said when he told the squad that he was a lawyer, they talked to the judge on the phone who told them to “leave him”. 
The activist said that despite this, he was taken to the Frere police station, where the police subjected him to “undesirable attitude” 
. 
He, however, said he would not demand the removal of the policemen because they had been “taught” that and they represented a 
particular mindset, subjecting the people to similar treatment. 
 
“Am I a criminal or an innocent person?” said the activist, adding that why had the policemen torn his clothes and slapped him. 
However, SSP Omar Shahid said Jibran Nasir had “suddenly” blocked the vehicle of the judge on Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman Road. 
He added that the activist “forcibly” sat at the police station by declaring himself as “arrested” though he was not. 
 
If the activist wanted to record his version of the event and submit a written complaint, the police would look into it, said the SSP. 
Jibran was at the police station till late in the night. 
(By Dawn17,03/07/2018) 

 
Stakes high for PTI as Imran to face rivals in ‘less secure’ NA-243 

 
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s decision to field its chairman Imran Khan from what it said is a comparatively unsecure Karachi 

National Assembly constituency, NA-243, has not only generated an 
extraordinary interest in the election, but also brought the constituency into the 
national mainstream.   
 
Mr Khan will be facing 14 other candidates including Syeda Shehla Raza of 
the Pakistan Peoples Party, Ali Raza Abidi of the Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan, Muzammil Qureshi of the Pak Sarzameen Party, 
Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal’s Osama Razi on July 25 — the day of polling. 
The constituency has been carved out from areas of former NA-252 and parts 
of NA- 253. 
 
While the MMA, MQM-P and PSP conceded that Mr Khan had a potential to 
upset the results, the PPP did not see any threat from the PTI. 

The PTI concedes the Mohajir-dominated constituency is comparatively less secure 
 
PPP leader Ghulam Qadir, whose wife and former deputy speaker of the Sindh Assembly Shehla Raza is the party’s candidate from 
NA-243, said: “There is no match of the PPP with Imran Khan.” 
 
He said because of the split in the MQM, “we hope that a large chunk of vote could be cultivated in favour of the PPP”. 
However, analysts said Mr Abidi of the MQM-P, Mr Razi of the MMA and Mr Qureshi of the PSP could not be ignored in the election 
due to their respective organisational networks. 
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PTI leader Firdaus Shamim Naqvi agreed that there were at least two NA constituencies that were more secure for Mr Khan than 
NA-243 because of “population demography”. 
 
“But the party agreed on NA-243 to address the complaint of Urdu-speaking people of Karachi that they were left isolated and that 
Mohajirs are being pushed against the wall,” he said. 
 
Mr Naqvi said that the election of the PTI chief from this constituency would bring Karachi into the national mainstream. 
He agreed that one could not expect all the voters in the constituency to cast their vote for Mr Khan, but certainly majority of the 
voters would go with him as they were disappointed with the performance of the PPP and MQM. 
 
Mr Qureshi of the PSP, who was elected as an MNA from the same area in 2013 general election from the platform the MQM, said 
he had won the election because of Altaf Hussain’s vote bank, but this time around the MQM was no more united and its vote bank 
had been divided into two or more groups. Besides, Altaf Hussain had announced a boycott of the elections, he said. 
 
“The electorates of the constituency are educated people who could not be hoodwinked merely on emotional slogans,” he said. 
He said he had bright chances of winning the election since as the area MNA he had not only resolved pressing problems but also 
carried out development work. He said he was associated with the party of former Karachi mayor Mustafa Kamal who was known 
for his work. 
 
Another factor which may go in his favour was the fact that Mr Khan’s appeal was no longer the same as of 2013. Only in 2015, the 
PTI failed to get positive results in Karachi’s local government elections because of a lack of public support. 
 
MQM-P’s Abidi, who was also a former MNA from another constituency, was asked about his chances of getting elected in the 
presence of a clear split within the party. 
 
He claimed that there was no more split and “ground reality shows our traditional voters are intact like before and they [will] come 
out on July 25 to fully participate in the elections”. 
 
Demographic changes 
When asked about MMA’s chances, as in 2002 its candidate Asadullah Bhutto had won the election from the same area, Mr Abidi 
said that since 2002 there had been quite a few changes in the demography of the constituency. “Most of the people have shifted 
elsewhere, Sohrab Goth and other rural areas have been included in NA-242. Now most of the population represents liberal views.” 
He also ruled out any chances of the PTI from NA-243, saying over 65 per cent population was Urdu- and Gujarati-speaking people 
in the constituency and Mr Khan might not get their votes since he “offended Urdu-speaking people in his recent visit by ruling out 
the creation of a Karachi province while strongly pleading for creating the southern Punjab province.”   
 
However, MMA’s Osama Razi was quite hopeful of winning the seat. He said in 2008 and 2013 elections the MQM had full backing 
of the establishment and that the religious vote bank was divided in the absence of the MMA. “After the revival of the MMA, we are 
quite confident to return from the constituency as we have gained ground and if free and fair elections are held we would make it.” 
In the NA-243 constituency, the total number of registered voters is 401,833, including 190,665 female voters. 
 
The areas include Bahadurabad, Sharfabad, Liaquat National Hospital, Aga Khan Hospital, Faizan-i-Madina, Expo Centre, Hasan 
Square, Panama Centre, Baitul Mukkaram Mosque, Shanti Nagar, Mujahid Colony, Aladdin Park, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Metroville-3, 
Karachi University and Gulistan-i-Jauhar. 
 
A total of 15 candidates are in the run, including Imran Khan (PTI), Ali Raza Abidi (MQM-P), Shehla Raza (PPP), Mohammad 
Muzammil Qureshi (PSP), Osama Razi (MMA), Shahjahan (PML-N), Syed Nawaz Huda (Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan), Syed Ali Raza 
(Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi), Abdul Wahab (Pakistan Justice and Democratic Party) and others. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 17, 07/07/2018) 

 
Can MQM repeat its previous performance in district West? 

 
Some 13 candidates, including independents and those belonging to different political parties, are contesting on NA-251 (which 

includes many parts of the old NA-242 Karachi West-IV) comprising Mominabad 
and Orangi Town localities, etc. 
 
There are 405,652 registered voters, of which 165,803 are women and 239,849 are 
men. The Election Commission of Pakistan has planned to set up 877 polling 
booths at 284 polling stations for them. 
 
Residents of Mominabad and Orangi Town localities belong mostly to lower- and 
middle-income groups and are doing government and private jobs. They also 
include daily wagers, who are employed in nearby industrial areas, and home-
based workers, etc. 

 
While people belonging to various ethnicities, including Punjabis, Pakhtuns, Hazarawals, Baloch, Seraikis and Sindhis, reside here, 
the majority of the population is Urdu speaking. 
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The road infrastructure in the constituency is in poor condition and one of the major issues being faced by the residents is water 
scarcity. 
 
NA-251 residents lack basic necessities of life 
As these areas get their water from the Hub Dam where the water level has reached the dead level, the majority of the people have 
to buy drinking water at exorbitant prices from the tanker mafia which is difficult for the low-income groups. 
 
Long hours of announced and unannounced power loadshedding and overflowing sewers plague the constituency. 
The contesting candidates will face difficult time in answering unsatisfied voters who have listened to promises being made to them 
in the past but their problems are still unsolved even after passage of many years. 
 
Names of contesting candidates are: Syed Amin-ul-Haque (Muttahida Qaumi Movement), Mohammad Laeeque Khan (Muttahida 
Majlis-i-Amal), Mohammad Jamil Zia (Pakistan Peoples Party), Fahad Shafiq (Pakistan Muslim League-N), Mohammad Aslam 
(Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf), Mohammad Nihal Malik (Pak Sarzameen Party), Sohail Khan (All Pakistan Muslim League), Mumtaz 
Hussain Ansari (Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan), Iqra Muzammil (Allah-o-Akbar Tehreek) and Naeemullah (Pakistan Muslim Alliance). 
The independents are: Asif Saleem, Ziarat Khan and Shahid Iqbal. 
 
The seat has been won by the MQM in the past by big margins. 
In the 2002 general elections, the total number of voters was 221,227 while 93,335 exercised their right to poll. 
Rauf Siddiqui of the MQM got 62,690 votes and won the seat while Taj Mohammad Khan (MMA) was the runner-up. Mr Siddiqui 
had also won a provincial assembly seat in the same year which he preferred to retain and vacated the National Assembly seat. 
The by-election was held in 2003 and MQM’s Abdul Qadir Khanzada emerged victorious by securing 67,051 votes. MMA’s Mairaj-
ul-Huda Siddiqui got 17,818 votes and PPP’s Rujhanullah Afridi could get only 100 votes. 
 
In the next general elections of 2008, there were 296,822 voters and 178,842 (60 per cent) cast their votes. 
MQM’s Mr Khanzada received 147,892 votes, which were more than double the number of votes he had won in 2003 polls. 
PPP’s Afaq Shahid was in the second place with 27,294 votes which was much better than what Mr Afridi had won last time. 
The elections of 2013 saw the MQM ‘improving’ its performance again and its candidate Mehboob Alam won 166,836 votes, almost 
19,000 more votes than its previous candidate Khanzada had won. 
 
The MQM, when it used to contest as a single political entity, had won this seat in the past four elections — three general (2002, 
2008 and 2013) and one by-election (2003). 
 
The party has been facing many problems for the past some time and it looks challenging for it to win again with big margins. 
The contesting parties will go all out in luring estranged MQM workers and supporters to vote for them. 
(By Bhagwandas Dawn, 18, 08/07/2018) 

 
ANP’s Shahi Syed among 13 vying for Karachi's NA-250 

 
Thirteen candidates belonging to different political and religious parties are contesting elections on NA-250, a National Assembly 

constituency in Karachi’s West district that comprises sub-division of SITE industrial area 
and Orangi Town. 
 
The number of registered voters in the constituency — which includes most parts of old 
NA-240 — is 400,675, including 157,262 female and 243,413 male voters. 
 
The contesting candidates are Fayyaz Kaimkhani (Muttahida Qaumi Movement), Ali 
Ahmed (Pakistan Peoples Party), Naeem (Mutahida Majlis-i-Amal), Attaullah (Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf), Shahi Syed (Awami National Party), Mehmood Khan (Pakhtoonkhwa 
Milli Awami Party), Syed Hafeezuddin (Pak Sarzameen Party), Mohammad Ishaq (Mohajir 
Quami Movement-Haqiqi), Syed Kashif Ali Shah (Tahreek Labbaik Pakistan), Attahullah 
(Allah-o-Akber Tehreek) and three independents candidates — Aslam Shah, Syed 
Shahnawaz and Mohammad Ashraf. 
 
The MQM as a unified entity has won the seat (former NA-240) thrice 
Most of the people residing in the constituency — comprising localities including Kuwari 
Colony, New Mianwali Colony, Baloch Goth, Qasba Colony, Pathan Colony, Labour 
Colony, Jahanabad, Old Golimar, Pak Colony etc — belong to lower-income groups as 
well as different ethnic backgrounds, including Urdu speaking, Pakhtuns, Punjabis, 
Balochs, Hazarawals, Seraikis, Sindhis etc. 

 
Many of them are home-based workers and others are employed in industrial units in nearby SITE area as wage earners. There are 
also people who work in government and private sectors and small vendors. 
 
Residents face severe water shortage, loadshedding 
One of the most important issues being faced by the residents is scarcity of water. These are areas hooked to the water supply 
network linked to the Hub dam, which owing to a long dry spell has almost gone dry. 
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Residents of these areas are facing severe water shortages and are angry but their anguish increases manifolds when they see 
regular supply of water to the nearby industries while they along with their women, elderly and children have to stand in long queues 
to purchase water from the tanker mafia at exorbitant rates. 
 
The road network and the sewerage system in most parts of the constituency, where long duration of announced and unannounced 
loadshedding is a routine feature, are also in poor state. 
 
The candidates will face a tough time in responding to and satisfying the angry voters who had been repeatedly promised by the 
contesting candidates in the past elections that their problems would be solved. But the successful candidates rarely visited these 
areas after the elections leaving the voters high and dry. 
 
In the 2002 general elections, there were 222,350 registered voters in the NA-240 constituency out of which 87,336 votes (39.3 per 
cent) were polled. Advocate Sarkaruddin of the MQM had won the seat by getting 30,408 votes and Maulana Shireen Mohammad of 
the MMA was the runner-up with 22,764 votes. M. Bakhsh Lashari (PPP) got 15,374 votes, K.S. Mujahid Khan Baloch (PML-Q) got 
6,090 votes and Mian Ijaz Shafi (PML-N) got 2,124 votes. 
 
In the 2008 elections, there were 279,723 voters and 130,879 of them cast their votes (46.8pc). Khwaja Sohail Mansoor of the MQM 
won the seat by getting 67,799 votes; while Abdullah Baloch of the PPP got 61,017 votes and Qari Usman of the Jamiat Ulema-i-
Islam-Fazl got 1,600 votes. 
 
In the 2013 general elections, the number of total voters was 287,170 and 163,135 votes (56.8pc) were polled. Mr Mansoor of the 
MQM improved his past performance and secured 87,805 votes — over 20,000 more votes than his previous tally. Naz Baloch of 
the PTI, who now joined the PPP, had bagged 21,096 votes and Abid Hussain Sathi of the PPP got 19,360 votes. 
 
The results of the past three elections show that the Altaf Hussain-led MQM had won the seat thrice as a unified political entity. But, 
now the party is facing challenges and had divided into factions that may have affected its unified vote bank. 
 
There are a substantial number of voters that support religious parties in the constituency and when the religious parties contested 
the election jointly on the platform of the MMA they got a good number of votes. 
(By Bhagwandas Dawn, 16, 09/07/2018) 

 
Karachi's NA-248 has many surprises to offer as in the past 

 
KARACHI: NA-248, the constituency by the sea, has produced astonishing results in the past reflecting its nature as rough as the 

sea in sizzling summers. 
 
The history of this constituency suggests it offers surprises and maintains amazing 
unpredictability as its sprawling neighbourhoods have never been claimed by a 
single party. 
 
Yet, the three key parties, each of them winning it twice in the past seven general 
elections since 1988, claim it as their fortress and hope to win it again on July 25. 
Fierce contest is expected among PPP, PTI and PML-N 
 
The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) have been winning it by defeating 
opponents by chillingly thin margins since 1988. 

 
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf is the new kid on the block which surprised all by finishing runners-up here in the last general 
elections. 
 
This constituency covers an over 50-kilometre stretch, right from the coastal area of Keamari up to Hawkesbay. Apart from the 
coastal areas, it also envelops katchi abadis and rural fringes. 
 
It includes Grax Village, Sher Mohammad Baloch Para, Mauripur, Para Dil Falahabad, Budni Goth, Shamspir, Baba and Bhit 
islands, KPT Quarters, Harbour, Dockyard, Shipyard, Majeed Colony, Docks Colony, Bhutta Village, Intelligence Colony, 
Sultanabad, Gulshan-i-Sikandarabad, PAF Masroor Base, Machhar Colony, Qaimkhani Colony, Ittehad Town, Mohammad Khan 
Colony, Saadullah Goth, Sajjan Colony, Dawood Goth, Naval Colony, Yusuf Goth, Baba Wilayat Ali Shah Mazar, Gabopat and 
Manora Cantonment. 
 
The population is largely made up of Sindhi, Baloch, Pakhtun and Punjabi communities, but, Hazarawals and Urdu-speaking people 
also inhabit the constituency areas in sizable numbers. 
 
A good number of people are involved in fishing or related activity or engaged in dock or port functions. 
In the 1970s, it was a strong support base of the PPP. However, the situation changed in the 1980s with the change in demography 
as Pakhtuns and Punjabis entered the fisheries sector in droves. 
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Until the 1980s, the PPP remained a dominant political force in the constituency. Later, the PML-N and the MQM made inroads as 
well. The Awami National Party and Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl also commanded considerable influence in the areas making up this 
seat. 
 
In 1988 election, PPP’s Amir Hyder Kazmi returned from here by securing 33,606 votes just 203 more than his nearest rival, Amin 
Lakhani (33,403 votes) of the MQM (then called Haq Parast Group-HPG). 
 
In the 1990, Irfan Khan of the HPG won it by securing 50,042 votes against Abdul Ghani of the PPP-led Peoples Democratic 
Alliance, who got 45,004 votes. 
 
In 1993, PML-N’s Ijaz Shafi defeated PPP’s Masroor Ahsan by 266 votes. Mr Shafi bagged 32,937 votes against Mr Masoor’s 
32,671. 
 
In 1997, Ijaz Shafi again returned from here by obtaining 35,451 votes, defeating MQM’s Irfan Khan, who got 32,668 votes. PPP’s 
Naseerullh Babar secured 23,512. 
 
The constituency was slightly modified and renumbered as NA-239 (Karachi-1) for 2002 elections when multiparty religious alliance 
Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal’s (MMA) Qari Gul Rehman edged past PPP’s Iftikhar Hussain by 703 votes. 
 
MQM’s Ashiq Qureshi finished third with a deficit of more than 10,000 votes to the runner-up. 
 
PPP’s Qadir Patel defeated MQM’s SK Mujahid Baloch in the 2008 elections by a convincing margin of more than 32,000, which 
was the first of its kind since 1988. 
 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf emerged as a new force in the city in the 2013 election when its candidate, Subhan Ali Sahil, secured more 
than 34,000 votes still around 5,000 votes short to Salman Mujahid of the MQM. Mr Patel finished third by securing 27,814 votes. 
A total of 12 candidates are contesting in the coming vote, including three independents. This constituency has a total of 303,258 
voters — 120,734 females and 182,524 males. It has 231 polling stations with 646 polling booths — 379 for men and 267 for 
women. 
 
Fierce contest is expected among three parties — the PPP, PTI and the PML-N, which have fielded Qadir Patel, Sardar Aziz and 
Salman Khan respectively. 
 
The MMA’s Gul Mohammad Afridi, MQM’s Afshan Qambar and Pak Sarzameen Party’s Mohammad Yousuf are also hoping for 
better voters’ response. 
 
Mohammad Alauddin of PML-Sher-i-Bengal mainly banks on the votes in Machar Colony. 
This is among the city’s constituencies where sectarian groups have seen hope for them. 
 
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan has pitted Asghar Mehmood, and Pakistan Rah-i-Haq Party of Ahmed Ludhianvi, which won a number 
of seats in Punjab in past elections, has fielded its leader Aurangzeb Farooqui. 
 
The latter was narrowly defeated in the past election by an MQM candidate on erstwhile PS-128 in Malir. 
 
The majority of NA-248’s residents belong to lower-middle class, while Lalazar, a posh neighbourhood, is one exception. 
Owing to its diverse ethnic composition, the NA-239 [as it was previously called] has always shown varied results in the elections. 
The fresh delimitations have reduced the MQM’s chances, unlike the past, to claim this seat. However, the PPP has still a strong 
support base in the fishing community of the coastal and rural areas. The PTI’s last performance makes it a major player in the 
game while other parties, including PML-N, MMA, PSP mainly bank on the support from Pashtun, Hazarawal and other 
communities. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 15, 09/07/2018) 

 
NA-240 to face a thrilling three-way contest among MQM factions 

 
The political winds sweeping across the city are also blowing harder in the constituency of NA-240 and a thrilling contest is likely to 

take place on July 25 between Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Pak Sarzameen Party 
and Mohajir Qaumi Movement, better known as MQM-Haqiqi. 
 
However, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and five-party religious alliance Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal 
also have stakes in this constituency which covers a major part of Korangi sub-division and 
almost all of Landhi sub-division. 
 
NA-240 (Korangi Karachi II) comprises the areas which were previously part of the former 
NA-255 and various areas of NA-254 as the new constituency has been cratered after the 

fresh delimitation of constituencies on the basis of provisional results of the 2017 population census by amalgamating both former 
constituencies of National Assembly. 
 
The total population of the constituency is 853,973 while the registered voters in NA-240 were 475,523 including 271,160 male and 
204,363 female voters. A total of 292 polling stations and 1,168 polling booths will be set up for elections in the constituency. 
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It is a constituency dominated by Urdu speakers, but people from other linguistic groups also live here. Additionally, the PPP and 
religious parties have a considerable presence in the constituency. 
 
MQM-H chairman Afaq Ahmed is among 16 candidates in the run 
There are 16 candidates in the run, including Iqbal Mohammad Ali (MQM-P), MQM-H chairman Afaq Ahmed, Syed Asif Hasnain 
(PSP), Abdul Jameel Khan (MMA), Farrukh Manzoor (PTI), Mohammad Asif (Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan), Mohammad Feroze 
(Pakistan Peoples Party), Noori Mian (Pakistan Sunni Tehreek), Mohammad Usman (PML Sher-i-Bengal), Abdul Ghafoor (Pakistan 
Muslim Alliance) and six independents. 
 
There were 246,368 registered voters in NA-255 in the 2002 general election, of which 101,447 votes were polled with a turnout of 
41.2 per cent. MQM-H’s Mahmood Ahmed Qureshi had won the seat by obtaining 31,096 votes and Mohammad Aslam Mujahid of 
the MMA was the runner-up with 27,761 votes. MQM’s Mohammad Abrar-Ul-Haq bagged 25,646 votes. 
 
In the 2008 elections, the constituency had 334,272 registered voters and 192,089 of them exercised their right to vote. The turnout 
stood at 57pc. Mr Hasnain of the MQM won the seat with 157,971 votes. Haji Nafees Ahmad Usmani of the PPP got 31,389 votes. 
In the 2013 elections, of the 347,277 registered voters 178,971 votes were polled with a turnout of over 50pc. Mr Hasnain of the 
MQM, now contesting on a PSP ticket, again won the seat by getting 136,982 votes against Khalid Mehmood Ali of the PTI (19,033) 
and MMA’s Abdul Jameel Khan (9,338). 
 
Also, various areas of former NA-254 were included in the newly-created NA-240, but most of the localities of the old constituency 
were now made part of NA-241. 
 
Changing scenario 
NA-240 was once considered a stronghold of the MQM which looked like an unbeatable political force since its candidate had won 
the seat twice since 2008. 
 
However, now the scenario has changed as the party has been facing worst infighting within its ranks and many groups have 
splintered from it, which may weaken the party’s grip on the seat. 
 
Mr Hasnain, who had won this seat twice from the platform of MQM, is now contesting the election as a PSP candidate. 
The MQM-H also has stakes in the constituency as its candidate had won the seat in 2002 general elections and now its chairman 
Afaq Ahmed himself is in the run. 
 
Once there were turf wars between MQM-H and its rival MQM in these areas. The constituency once housed the then MQM-H 
headquarters, Baitul Hamza, which was razed in 2003 by the then Karachi Building Control Authority and city district government on 
the pretext that the entire building was built illegally and on occupied land. 
 
However, the law and order situation improved significantly like other parts of the city following the Rangers-led Karachi operation. 
The PTI, which bagged the second highest number of votes from the provincial metropolis in 2013 elections, is likely to give a tough 
time to its opponents. The MMA candidates got second and third positions during the 2002 and 2013 elections and it is expected 
that the religious alliance would put up a good show on July 25. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 17, 10/07/2018) 

 
NA-242 — Karachi’s smallest constituency with fewer than 200,000 votes 

 
Of the 21 National Assembly seats in Karachi, NA-242 — a constituency in East district — is the smallest one in terms of total 

number of registered voters. 
 
While there are provincial assembly seats which have over 200,000 registered voters, 
the number of registered voters in NA-242 is 183,373 — 110,111 male and 73,262 
female voters. 
 
The Election Commission of Pakistan set up only 98 polling stations across the 
constituency due to the comparatively fewer number of registered voters. 
 
In Karachi, there are NA constituencies where the number of registered voters crosses 
500,000 and where the ECP set up over 200 polling stations. 
 
Nineteen candidates are contesting the July 25 polls 

The constituency was created as a result of new delimitation and it comprises parts of old NA-253. It largely comprises middle- and 
lower-middle class neighbourhoods as well as katchi abadis, which represents a mixture of people belonging to the Sindhi, Urdu-
speaking, Punjabi and Pakhtun backgrounds. 
 
Areas like New Sabzi Mandi, Al-Azhar Garden, Chapal Sun City, Kiran Hospital, Sachal Goth, PCSIR, KDA Society, Al-Asif Square, 
Quetta Colony, Ahsanabad, Laasi Goth and Scheme-33 are part of NA-242. 
 
A total of 19 candidates are in the run. Almost every major religious and political party has fielded its candidate on the seat. 
Prominent among them are Asadullah Bhutto of the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal, Saif-ur-Rahman of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, 
Mohammad Iqbal Sand of the Pakistan Peoples Party, Kishwar Zehra of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Hassan Sabir of 



8 
 

the Pak Sarzameen Party, Noorullah Achakzai of the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party, Syed Mohammad Waqas Hashmi of the 
Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan, Noorullah of the Awami National Party and Sharafat Khan of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz. 
During the last three elections, MMA’s Mr Bhutto had won the 2002 elections on the old NA-253 by securing 28,840 votes; MQM’s 
Haider Abbas Rizvi won the seat in 2008 and bagged 96,973 votes and Muzammil Qureshi of the same party was elected in 2013 
by securing 101,386 votes. 
 
This time around, Mr Bhutto of the MMA, who is also the deputy chief of the Jamaat-i-Islami, was quite hopeful of getting elected 
from NA-242. 
 
He said he did not see any obstacle in his re-election if elections were held in a free and fair atmosphere as repeatedly pledged by 
the chief election commissioner and the government, and provided money factor was not used by other candidates. 
 
When reminded that the constituency was won by the MQM in two consecutive elections after 2002, he said that those polls were 
not held in a free and transparent manner. 
 
Against the backdrop of internal squabbling within the MQM-P, he said that the ground realities had been changed. Although the 
MQM still commanded loyalty from its supporters, the only thing missing was its activists who used to get votes at gunpoint, he said. 
Besides, he was of the view that the people who lived in the constituency mostly belonged to lower middle class with religious 
leanings. 
 
MQM-P candidate Kishwer Zehra said: “Despite the fact that we neither have offices to run our election campaign nor vehicles to 
take out rallies and organised meetings; yet we are in the field confident that the voters will come out of their homes to cast their 
votes for the MQM candidates to repeat the performance of 2008 and 2013.” 
 
She said in order to reduce the MQM vote bank from the constituency, katchi abadis and goths, which were part of an adjacent 
constituency, were included in NA-242 at the time of new delimitation. 
 
However, without taking into account the outcome of the election results, MQM and its workers were determined to get back their 
mandate and for this purpose they had started a door-to-door campaign to meet people, she said, adding that the goths and katchi 
abadis did not have drinking water and a proper drainage system and “we would continue to strive to provide them at least normal 
basic amenities to live”. 
 
PPP candidate Iqbal Sand sounded optimistic when he told Dawn that the results of the 2015 local government elections were a 
“concrete proof” of his party’s popularity in the area as six out of eight union councils were dominated by PPP councillors. 
He said that the newly laid infrastructure in the metropolis and extension of costly medical facilities across the province was another 
proof that PPP was the party which believed in service to the people without any discrimination. 
 
He expressed his confidence that the results of the July 25 elections would not be different from the outcome of the local 
government elections. 
 
PTI candidate Saif-ur-Rahman was of the view that in the constituency people were fed up with the leaders of tested parties as 
despite having their mandate they failed to solve their problems. 
 
He said that the people were looking for change. He said that the wind of change was blowing across the country and Karachi could 
not be an island and remain aloof from this change; this trend was reflected in the attitude of people who welcome the PTI wherever 
it went for campaigning. 
 
He said the “tall claims” made by the MMA or the PPP did not matter to the voters. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 17, 11/07/2018) 

 
PPP likely to clinch new NA-236 constituency in Karachi 

 
NA-236 is different in many ways. Under the new delimitation, it is the first National Assembly constituency of Karachi and one of the 

three of Malir district. The constituency is also different because of its geography, which despite 
remaining under the civic administration of the country’s business capital still largely consists of 
rural areas. 
 
The constituency is also different because it is the largest of Karachi in terms of area, which on 
the one side touches Scheme-33 and on the other, borders with Dhabeji — a town of Thatta 
district. 
 
According to the 2017 census, the constituency has a population of 662,499 and houses 
233,028 voters — 134,857 male and 98,171 female — for which 681 booths in 197 polling 
stations have been set up. 
 
Three seats of the National Assembly — NA-236, 237 and 238 — and five of the Sindh 
Assembly — PS-87, 88, 89, 90 and 91 — represent over two million people of the district 
among whom 751,526 are registered to vote. 
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The mostly rural constituency suffers from poor infrastructure and lack of civic facilities 
Being a new constituency, July 25 polls in NA-236 would be interesting for many to mark the first winning party or candidate. 
 
Most of the areas falling under NA-258 in previous elections are now part of NA-236 after the delimitation with few blocks of 
previous NA-256 and NA-257. 
 
Another important aspect of the constituency is that the majority of the population lives in villages, which makes it different from 
much of the rest of the city. 
 
Spanning both urban and rural Karachi, the constituency this time is hosting 20 candidates for the National Assembly seat. But all 
indications seem to suggest that the Pakistan Peoples Party, which has fielded Abdul Karim Bijar, may carry the day in the 
constituency. 
 
If nothing unusual happens before the polls, like seat adjustment with other parties, Mr Bijar is the favourite to win as he enjoys 
support of different communities, mostly Sindhi-speaking, living here for decades. 
 
Other major candidates in the contest are: Qadir Bux of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, Mumtaz Hussain Soomar of Muttahida 
Majlis-i-Amal, Mohammad Ashfaq of Pak Sarzameen Party and Dewan Chawla of Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan. 
 
If one goes by the past result of NA-258 which makes up most of the new constituency, Abdul Hakeem Baloch of the PML-N 
emerged victorious in 2013, bagging more than 50,000 votes while the PPP had won the seat in 2002 and 2008. 
 
Mr Baloch, however, had switched his political loyalty and joined the PPP and is now contesting for another National Assembly seat 
(NA-237) from the same district. 
 
Apart from poor infrastructure, conditions of roads, health and education facilities and unavailability of water, drug peddling and 
illegal business activities are other key problems being faced by the residents. 
 
They blame the past governments and their representatives for not only ignoring their problems but supporting criminal elements to 
strengthen their foothold. 
 
The provincial assembly seats PS-87 and PS-88 also favour the PPP. 
The former covers 80 per cent of NA-236 which is the largest constituency of the provincial assembly in terms of area, replacing PS-
129 and PS-130 of the past three elections. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 17, 12/07/2018) 

 
Shahbaz seeks to establish Karachi foothold in NA-249 

 
This newly-carved constituency brings hope for a good number of its inhabitants who endure, among other hardships, persisting 
water shortages as a number of them believe that Shahbaz Sharif could be the ‘messiah’ they are waiting for if he clinches it and 
becomes the next prime minister. 
 
The three-time chief minister of Punjab and now president of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz after disqualification of his elder 
brother appears to have the odds in his favour to win the seat. 
 
This seat, after being carved out from erstwhile NA-239 and NA-240, somehow reduces the chances of the MQM, which had been 
winning a larger part of it falling in former NA-240, along with winning NA-239 twice, which is now NA-248. 
 
PPP’s Qadir Mandokhel, MQM’s Aslam Shah and PTI’s Faisal Vawda are also in the run 
This constituency is among the seats where Sindh borders Balochistan and is exclusively composed of the entire Baldia Town 
including Rasheedabad, Saeedabad, Qaimkhani Colony, Ittehad Town, Gulshan-i-Manzoor, Eidgah Mor, Gulshan-i-Bilal and 
Gulshan-i-Tauheed. Besides, Zia Colony, which was earlier a part of the Orangi constituency, has been merged with it. 
The areas like Shershah and Pak Colony have been slashed and made part of NA-248 and NA-250 respectively. 
 
The Karachi West district was earlier the second most populous district of the metropolis after Karachi Central. However, with the 
current census, it has become the largest by size and claimed all additional five constituencies of the city — one of the National 
Assembly and four of the provincial legislature. 
 
This new constituency has large populations of Pakhtun, Urdu-speaking, Hazarawal, Sindhi, and Punjabi communities. 
There is ample support for the PML-N, Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Pakistan Peoples Party, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl, 
Awami National Party and the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf. 
 
In the past elections, MQM has been winning the areas making erstwhile NA-240 comfortably. 
The new constituency has lost many large pockets of MQM support, thus, it opens prospects for all other political parties who bank 
on various ethnic groups inhabiting it. 
 
Apart from Mr Sharif, 14 other candidates are contesting for the seat, which included five independents. 
The MQM has fielded Aslam Shah, while Faisal Vawda and Qadir Khan Mandokhel are pitted by the PTI and the PPP, respectively. 
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Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party’s Haji Mohammad and Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan’s Abid Hussain are also contesting from the 
same seat. 

 
With 257 polling stations and 664 polling booths, this constituency will host 
331,430 voters — 129,889 female and 201,541 male. 
 
Most of the parties are specifically targeting Pakhtun, Urdu-speaking and 
Hazarawal votes while many have fielded their candidates belonging to those 
communities. 
 
The PML-N leadership is confident that its chief would “comfortably” win the 
election as the party is claiming that Mr Sharif would not withdraw from this 
constituency after winning it. 
 
“Shahbaz Sharif is among the three candidates for the next PM’s post and if 
he wins this constituency, he would prefer withdrawing [from] a more secure 
constituency in Lahore and not this one,” claimed a leader of the PML-N. 
 
“Still, this is not an easy seat to win,” said another party leader, “but, people 
hope that Shahbaz Sharif will be there as their messiah to get their 
impoverished neighbourhoods rid of the longstanding issues”. 
A local PML-N leader said Mr Sharif had assured them that “he would be 
sacrificing all other constituencies, but will retain NA-249”. 
 
Seat adjustments 
The PML-N has won “unconditional” support from the Awami National Party; 
however, such alliances are not without complications. Its Sindh leadership 
thinks the NA seat would have been further ‘secured’ had it been guarded 
with the seat-adjustment offer of the MMA in which the latter sought the PML-
N’s support on the two Sindh Assembly seats to withdraw its candidate 
against Mr Sharif. 
 
Many local leaders were in favour of such adjustment, but those allotting 
tickets to candidates refused any such arrangement, “leaving all three seats 
with certain element of uncertainty”, as some leaders believe. 
 
The MQM’s existential issues have reduced its chances to win NA-249, 
though its performance here during the 2015 local government elections 

indicated a better showing. 
 
The PPP leadership, conversely, said the seat was an open opportunity for all the parties. However, some party leaders conceded 
that the PML-N’s performance in the past LG elections gave it an edge over other players. 
 
Out of 10 union committees, which fall in this constituency, PML-N had won five; MQM secured four while a joint panel of the PPP 
and the JUI-F had won the remaining one. 
 
Sources in the PML-N, however, conceded that chances of their candidates on the two provincial assembly seats making up NA-
249 were slim because of bickering within the party over issuance of tickets to certain “outsiders”. 
 
They said the local party cadres were not at ease with Khawaja Ghulam Shoaib, a relative of Khawaja Saad Rafiq, who was given 
party ticket by ignoring others on PS-115. 
 
They, however, claimed Haji Salaheen on PS-116 had better chances of winning. 
Both MQM and the PPP are confident to win at least one of the two Sindh Assembly seats. 
 
Similarly, PTI, MMA and PSP pin hopes on the new scenario after delimitations and changing demography of the city that has 
opened chances for them along with other political forces to register victory on NA-249 and related Sindh Assembly seats. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 13, 13/07/2018) 

 
Muttahida to face tough battle in NA-239 Korangi 

 
In NA-239 of Korangi district, the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM) is all 
set to face its homegrown rival, the Pak Sarzameen Party more than any other 
political force. 
It comprises Model Colony and Shah Faisal sub-divisions. Two provincial assembly 
seats — PS-92 and PS-93 — and half of the third provincial assembly constituency, 
PS-98, fall in NA-239. 
 
There are 528,732 registered voters — 286,149 male and 242,583 female. 
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‘Silent voters’ could swing the pendulum in anyone’s favour 
 
They make up to 62 per cent of the 849,019 population, which belongs to the middle-income group, doing small businesses. There 
are 315 polling stations set up with 1,260 polling booths. 
In 2013, the number of registered voters in the constituency was 374,118 — including 228,307 male and 145,811 female. 
 
Since the last one-and-a-half decade, the constituency has remained a stronghold of the MQM, up till now the city’s ruling political 
force, which has won three consecutive general elections with heavy margins against its political rivals. 
 
The Urdu-speaking majority constituency’s seat was won by the MQM’s Mohammad Iqbal Khan, better known as Deputy Iqbal 
Khan, in 2002 and he did it again in 2008 and 2013. 
 
With no heavyweights among the 19 competing candidates, the constituency will also face some candidates who are starting their 
political career this year. 
 
This time around, the MQM has fielded a relatively new face, Khawaja Sohail Mansoor, who may win the seat. 
The PPP has fielded Imran Haider Rizvi, who is seen as the second most promising candidate. 
 
Formerly belonging to the MQM, Mr Rizvi runs the cable network in the Shah Faisal and Malir areas and is contesting the first 
election of his career. 
 
The rival PSP has fielded Nadeem Razi. 
The Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan has also fielded its Karachi chapter chief Zaman Ali Jafferi, while the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal’s 
Haleem Khan Ghouri is a former town nazim. 
 
The PML-N has fielded a Punjabi-speaking candidate, Mohammad Ehsan, who is contesting the parliamentary election for the first 
time and is the brother of the Model Colony Union Council’s chairman. 
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf has also fielded a fresh candidate, Mohammad Akram Cheema. 
 
Punjabi-speaking vote bank 
A Punjabi-speaker, Mr Cheema is a former student leader belonging to the Punjabi Students Association and runs a poultry feed 
manufacturing company in the Malir cantonment area. 
 
“There is the vote of Punjabi-speaking population in Green Town, Golden Town, Al-Falah Society and along the railway tracks from 
airport to the Drigh Colony,” a local activist said. 
 
The constituency also has a sizeable vote bank of the Shia community, which resides in the Jaffar-i-Tayyar Cooperative Housing 
Society in Malir, Shah Faisal Colony No. 1 and 5 and Saudabad A and B. 
 
Similarly, the Natha Khan locality has Hazarawal community while Jumma Goth, Badal Goth and Gulshan-i-Buner have Pakhtun 
population. 
 
Similarly, Jokhio Goth near Model Colony has Sindhi-speaking population. 
Other parties could also attract the ‘silent voters’, as was seen in the 2013 general elections with the PTI emerging as the second 
largest political force. For example, voters confused because of internal rifts of the MQM may look for other options. 
 
Observers say that the silent voters could lean more towards the PML-N and the PTI than the PSP, as the “fear” factor could leave 
them uncertain. 
 
An independent candidate is contesting with a symbol of jeep — one allotted to the PML-N’s estranged leader Chaudhry Nisar. 
Some observers believe that if the MMA and PML-N would reach any seat adjustment their unanimous candidate could possibly 
give a tough time to the MQM-P and its emerging rival PSP. 
 
The National Assembly constituency comprises Shah Faisal Colony, Millat Colony, Natha Khan, Green Town, Al-Falah Society, 
Golden Town, Azeempura, Shamsi Society, Gulshan-i-Ghazali, Salman Terrace, Security Printing Press, Model Colony, PAF Base 
Camp, Air Force Housing Society, Old Iqbalabad, Pak Kausar Town, Saudabad, Indus Mehran and Malir Colony. 
 
The constituency also comprises the Faisal Cantonment. Its other areas are: Saudia Colony, Madina Colony, Jinnah Square, Jinnah 
Colony, Khokhrapar, Bilawal Colony, Lal Quarters, Sajjan Goth and Muzaffarabad. 
 
The parts of Malir district falling in the constituency include Malir Town, Christian Colony, Shad Bagh and Gulshan-i-Jami, Jaffar 
Bagh Colony, Nazeer Town and Shadman Town. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 17, 14/07/2018) 

 
Second visit: CJP visits Polyclinic, slums 

 
The Chief Justice Saqib Nisar asked the Federal Government Services Hospital (Polyclinic) officials to establish a complaint cell, 
display medicine lists and address the issues of patients. 



12 
 

 
The CJP during his sudden visit to the hospital on Saturday was annoyed over complaints of patients for not being given free 
medicines by the hospital. 
 
Justice Nisar had earlier visited the hospital on July 1 too and was asked to visit it again on working days. On Saturday when he 
visited the hospital the patients complained about various issues. A teacher said he was a patient of hepatitis C and going to 
Holy Family Hospital, Rawalpindi, for treatment but not given any medicines. Another woman said her husband is a security 
guard so she could not afford medicines that are also not being provided in the hospital. 
 
A patient complained that a doctor had asked him to get his tests done from a private lab on which Chief Justice Nisar asked 
why the doctor had asked this, doesn’t the hospital labs conduct these tests? The hospital officials explained that he must have 
asked it to cross check the results. 
 
Justice Nisar remarked that it means the labs of the hospital are erratic that is why doctors recommend tests from private labs. 
In emergency department seeing the rush of the people the CJP said he had asked to establish another counter to issue slips to 
the patients. 
 
Dr Shareef Astori of the hospital informed that the hospital was established in 1966 and since then there has been no expansion 
due to shortage of space but the medicines are given free to the patients. 
 
The officials said until the hospital is expanded such issues would remain here but if they are allotted space in the adjacent 
Argentina Park they can manage the patient load. 
 
The CJP remarked as to why not the space of Gun and Country Club be allotted to the hospital. 
During his last visit hospital officials had informed that since the hospital is due to be extended on a piece of land which has 
been earmarked as the Argentina Park, some environmentalists and activists had challenged the allocation of the land in the 
high court taking a stay against the expansion. 
 
The CJP had asked hospital officials to write to him on the matter so that he could try and get the stay  vacated so that its 
facilities could be extended. The hospital has sent a summary explaining a background of the issue to the Supreme Court and 
he asked to have received it. 
 
Meanwhile, the chief justice visited slums in Sector F-7/4 area and personally observed the living condition of the people. 
The top judge has taken suo moto action over the slums in the capital. On Friday, he put the capital’s civic authority, the city’s 
local government and the district administration on notice over the plight of residents in its slums.  
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 10, 15/07/2018) 

 
Experts critical of PTI’s plan to resolve city’s water, garbage, electricity issues 

 
The future of Karachi lies in seawater desalination. The city needs a pilot desalination/reverse osmosis plant using waste-to-energy 

technology that can be scaled up, apart from two other desalination plants. 
Sewage can be recycled and treated for use. Investments are available and all 
this can be achieved in two to three years. 
 
This is the gist of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s recently launched plan of 
action for Karachi’s water, garbage and electricity woes. 
 
While the proposed plan is open for debate and one can point out many gaps, 
the party should be given credit, at least for being the only political party that 
has come up with a list of proposals for the city’s worsening civic conditions. 
“This took us two years to develop. We visited the Karachi Water and 
Sewerage Board (KWSB) installations and held consultations with all 
stakeholders, including officials representing the government, cantonment 

boards, Defence Housing Authority, Hub Power Company Limited (Hubco) and potential investors,” said Dr Arif Alvi of the PTI in a 
recent interview with Dawn. 
 
The party deserves appreciation for coming up with a list of proposed solutions to the city’s worsening civic conditions 
He seemed hopeful about his party’s prospects in the coming elections and said that even if the party couldn’t succeed in Sindh, it 
would form the government at the federal level and push for ‘the much-need systems’ a city like Karachi had been waiting for a long 
time. 
 
“These issues must come in public discourse. I agree that honest people make a lot of difference but it’s equally important to bring in 
checks and accountability at every level of governance and strengthening institutions such as the National Accountability Bureau,” 
he said in reply to a question. 
 
Sharing their feedback on the PTI’s plan, seasoned architect and planner Arif Hasan said: “All this is very fancy. The traditional 
system can be put back in place and then we can think of new solutions. The main issue is of rehabilitation, maintenance and 
management. That means institutions, finances and minimum subsidies.” 
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Dr Noman Ahmed, senior professor and dean, faculty of architecture and management sciences, at NED University, said that the 
idea of using ‘Co gen’ approach to seawater desalination was not new on technical counts. 
 
“It was applied in the DHA and has failed to deliver. The technical, financial and institutional reasons are available in many reports 
and also in newspaper articles,” he said. 
 
Dr Ahmed suggested to the PTI to go through the March 16, 2017 judgement of the Supreme Court which, he said, highlighted the 
problems and also indicated some of the solutions for Karachi. 
 
“There are many suggestions by Dr Alvi which have been categorically set aside by the Supreme Court. For instance, the court is 
critical of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board and has even advised to close it down due to its heavy overheads and low 
performance. 
 
“A water and sanitation expert may be consulted by Dr Alvi to come up with a logical and workable plan if he wishes to follow on this 
issue beyond the process of electioneering,” he said. 
 
Key features 
The PTI’s plan for Karachi revolves around desalination. Explaining this approach, Dr Alvi said that opting for desalination was 

important to secure Karachi’s future given the high scarcity of freshwater in the 
country. 
 
“The crisis is expected to intensity due to climate change. Mistrust among 
provinces over water distribution has been a source of bitterness,” he said, 
raising doubts over what the city actually received from its mega water project. 
Under its garbage-to-energy-to-water proposal, the PTI suggests setting up a 
10MGD pilot desalination plant using solid waste of 700 tonnes of per day (TPD) 
or 50MGD using 7,000TPD, which can be scalable to 200MGD. 
 
The party proposes that environmental grants are available from development 
finance institutions and estimates that cost of water delivery may be Rs0.50 and 

timeline two years once letter of comfort is issued by the government. 
 
“The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has fixed a quota of 50MW (for electricity generated from waste) per 
province and Islamabad. The solid waste Karachi generates is 16,500 tonnes and, therefore, our capacity for waste-to-energy-to-
water is 220MW. The PTI will ensure that the ceiling is lifted for Karachi,” says Dr Alvi. 
 
Answering a question about private sector’s involvement in providing basic services, Dr Alvi reasoned that it’s because the 
government performance had been far from satisfactory. 
 
Desalination, he said, could be successful under a public-private partnership but for that a legal framework was to encourage 
investment and ensure transparency. 
 
On the success of desalination plant given the past failure of DHA’s Cogen plant, he said that the causes for its failure were 
technical as well as financial. 
 
“A number of countries, including China, are successfully producing electricity from waste and we can do the same here,” he said, 
adding that a separate desalination plant had been suggested for DHA and Clifton in the plan to meet their water requirements. 
Diverting total energy production towards desalination, he said, could be a preferable option for a power company such as Hubco 
currently dependent on costly furnace oil for electricity generation. 
 
“It would be a brown field project as a power plant and intake channels and a power plant already exist,” he said. 
The party favours recycling and treatment of sewage with major overhaul of the entire KWSB system. Treated sewage, it suggests, 
can be used for industrial and horticultural purposes. 
 
Dr Alvi, however, had no satisfactory reply when asked how desalination could effectively work at Karachi’s polluted beach and that 
which kind of solid waste would be required to generate electricity as there was no concept of segregating waste in Karachi. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 15, 16/07/2018) 

 
NA-241 — a Muttahida fortress that may fall to foes 

 
As the election date is drawing closer, electioneering is picking up pace accordingly in the 
NA-241, Korangi III, constituency as elsewhere across the political landscape of Pakistan. 
All major parties have announced their manifestos, making huge promises of prosperity, 
justice, good governance, health, education and what not. Their candidates for national 
and provincial assembly seats are selling these promised goodies in retail. 
 
If campaigning is anything to judge by, the Mustafa Kamal-led Pak Sarzameen Party has 
a slight edge over its political rivals in NA-241. Its workers, some of them well-experienced 
partisans of Altaf Hussain’s Muttahida Qaumi Movement, are better charged than that of 
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the MQM-P, Pakistan Peoples Party, Pakistan 
 
Tehreek-i-Insaf and the Jamaat-i-Islami contesting under the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal banner. 
 
There are a total of 15 candidates contesting from the constituency, including MQM-P’s Moin Amir Pirzada, PTI’s Faheem Khan, 
PPP’s Moazzam Ali Qureshi, PSP’s Mohammad Danish Khan, MMA’s Saleem Hussain, TLP’s Tahir Iqbal, ANP’s Javed Zaman and 
PML-N’s Taib Zar Khan. 
 
‘Now you will have to work really hard to win a seat no matter which party you belong to’ 
The constituency includes such neighbourhoods as Qayyumabad, Korangi Crossing, Korangi Industrial Area, Allahwala Town, Nasir 
Colony, Chakra Goth, Mohammad Ali Goth, Christian Town, Mehran Town, PNT Colony, Awami Colony, Bilal Colony, Gulzar 
Colony, Darussalam Housing Society, Lucknow Society, Korangi (excluding a few parts of it such as Zaman Town). The 
communities living here include Urdu-speaking people, Sindhis, Punjabis, Pakhtuns, Bengalis, Burmese, Hazarewals and Baltis. 
In 2002 Nawab Mirza of the MQM won the seat getting 42,888 votes. The runner-up was MMA’s Syed Zahid Siraj, who secured 
16,733 votes. More than a dozen people contested for the seat. 
 
The 2008 general election was set to be held on Jan 8, but it was postponed because of Benazir Bhutto’s assassination and the 
subsequent violence. Elections were later held on Feb 18 and the seat was won by the MQM’s Dr Muhammad Ayoub Shaikh. He 
secured 132,648 votes against runner-up Syed Sohail Abrar of the PPP, who received only 14,302 votes. There were eight 
contestants for the seat. 
 
The general election 2013, held on May 11, was postponed on this constituency after ANP candidate Sadiq Zaman Khattak was 
killed on May 2, for which the banned Tehreek-i- Taliban Pakistan claimed credit. The by-election was held on Aug 22, won by 
MQM’s Muhammad Ali Rashid. He received 53,043 against his closest rival, PTI’ Mohammad Naeem, who got 5,855 votes. A total 
of 15 candidates were in the field. 
 
As the previous results show the MQM had been the most popular party in the constituency. It not only won the elections, but won 
them convincingly. This time, however, no one expects them to repeat their previous performance. 
 
Problems and predictions 
The constituency is plagued with civic and social problems. The people here suffer piles of garbage, overflowing sewers, shortage of 
water, low gas pressure and frequent and prolonged power breakdowns. 
 
The severity of the problems, however, differs from locality to locality. There are neighbourhoods where the MQM, which ruled the 
roost for many years, did help improve the civic conditions. Most roads and parks in the MQM bastion are in good shape. Naturally, 
it ignored the localities where it lacked support. 
 
This time, too, all parties are active where they perceive they have a significant number of supporters. Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan’s, 
however, a different story. “It may spring a surprise in this constituency,” says an activist who worked for the Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement when it was a united force. A woman and a young man from the area Dawn talked to support the assertion. 
 
Arsalan, a young telephone operator living at Korangi’s 41-B, says his area is abuzz with activities of TLP supporters. “They are 
taking out rallies, have hung and stuck party posters and banners bearing its chief’s picture all around. Their stance on the Khatm-i-
Nabuwwat issue has found favour with the low-income people in the constituency no doubt. But at their corner meetings TLP 
leaders ask people about their problems of water, power, gas and sanitation and promise to solve those problems on a priority basis 
if elected.” 
 
Although Arsalan is noncommittal about who he will vote for, Ms Shahabuddin, an office worker from the same area, is quite 
enthusiastic. “We’ll vote for the TLP.” 
 
“But the area across the main road, called Sector 48-B, is the locality with PPP supporters in a majority. There Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari’s party is campaigning vigorously,” says Hasan, another resident of the area. “Voters may also think that as the PPP will be 
in power again, it will be in a better position to solve their problems.” 
 
Imran Bukhari, a senior worker and staunch supporter of the Muttahida living in Grey River Apartments, is a candidate from PS-97 
constituency, which is part of NA-241, but not on an MQM-P ticket. He is a candidate of what he says the ‘MQM workers party’. 
He himself thinks that the Khadim Rizvi-led religious party has the potential to win this seat. But the PPP has much more resources 
at its disposal and in the absence of a real challenge from the MQM-P, it has a better chance to clinch the seat. 
 
About his own chances as a Sindh Assembly candidate, he says: “The MQM is nobody’s fief and is a party of the workers. I have 
support of the local workers, who are working for me and I’m confident of winning the seat, PS-97.” 
 
Another disgruntled worker of the Muttahida also sees little chance for the MQM to win the seat. “Moin Aamir Peerzada as the MQM 
candidate is not a popular figure in the constituency. Besides other things, people in the constituency allege he has sold the 
residents’ water supply line to certain industrialists,” he says. 
 
“The Altaf Hussain era is over when a candidate was rest assured that he would wake up in the morning to learn that he or she has 
won the election. Now you will have to work really hard to win a seat no matter which party you belong to. You have to show to the 
constituents what individually or as part of the party you have done for them.” 
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Maqbool Elahi, a keen observer of local politics living on the Double Road, Korangi 2 ½, is impressed by the PSP electioneering. “I 
think the PSP would win this seat. It’s moving steadily in the right direction, appealing to all communities and at the same time 
reassuring the former MQM voters that their interests would not be compromised. It seems to have a solid support in the Urdu-
speaking community. It may also attract voters from other communities.” 
 
Kashif, a shopkeeper, however, says the PSP is “agencies party and if they want they can help the it win the seat”. 
“Personally I think the PPP will win this seat. Their candidate is spending millions on his campaign and has even got the services of 
some MQM workers,” he adds. 
 
Habib Alam, a vegetable vendor from Chakra Goth, says he would vote for the party that has done development work in his locality. 
“And that’s none other than the Pakistan Peoples Party. They have rebuilt the tattered roads in the area. We hope that they will 
solve our locality’s other problems also.” 
 
Abdul Khaliq, an aged Uber captain living in Allahwala Town, says the TLP is the most active party in his locality. “Besides it, the PTI 
is also doing a commendable job there. I’ll vote for it.” 
 
But from the same area, Asif Sagheer says the PPP and MQM-P are doing well in the area. “The locality which is without piped 
water, sewerage and proper electricity supply is being promised a lot,” says Mr Sagheer. 
 
Mehmood Shah, a resident of Qayyumabad, says the PTI is the most active party in the locality though the PPP is more visible in 
posters and flags. “In the last elections, rather byelection, Dr Arif Alvi had won the seat. At that time the locality was part of the NA-
250 constituency. Alvi sahib visited us several times and helped solve some civic problems though he did not have much funds at 
his disposal,” he says. “The PPP is also holding corner meetings, but the next active party there is the TLP.” 
About his choice of candidates, he says: “I’ll vote for the PTI on the NA seat and for the TLP on the provincial seat — one to save 
Pakistan and the other to save Islam.” 
 
The Jamaat-i-Islami, which has a battalion of committed men and women workers, is not yet as much active in the area as it should 
probably have been. The JI’s electoral performance was lacklustre even in the last local government elections in the city. 
 
The ANP also has its voters in areas such as Bilal Colony, Gulzar Colony, Shareefabad and Bhitai Colony. None of the localities has 
decent civic conditions, but the twin Bilal Colony and Gulzar Colony are situated behind the Pakistan Refinery and an array of 
tanneries, which make the lives of the denizens real miserable. The ANP votes in all Pakhtun-dominated localities are too few to 
make a significant difference. 
Generally speaking, the voters are no 
(By Naseer Ahmad Dawn, 15, 16/07/2018) 

 
PPP’s Hakeem Baloch emerges as top contender for NA-237 

 
Although 13 aspirants are contesting the NA-237 constituency in Karachi’s Malir district, analysts see a smooth sailing for Pakistan 

Peoples Party candidate Abdul Hakeem Baloch on 
the day of polling. 
 
In 2013, Mr Baloch was returned to the National 
Assembly from NA-258 constituency on a ticket of 
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz. Three years 
later, he quit the PML-N, resigned from his seat and 
contested and won the by-election from the platform 
of the PPP. 
 
The new NA-237 constituency is comprised of areas 
in rural Malir, which were earlier part of old NA-256 
and NA-257 constituencies. 
 
Although the Muttahida Qaumi Movement had won 
NA-256 and NA-257, this time around the PPP has 
good prospects of winning the seat since most 
voters live in the rural areas of the two old seats. 

With 283,882 registered voters, the constituency spread over large part of Malir district which on one hand touches residential 
blocks of Gulistan-i-Jauhar and on the other caters to goths in Landhi and rural Malir. 
 
A few prominent areas of the constituency included Architect & Engineering Society, Bakhtawar Goth, Bhitaiabad, Elahi Bux Goth, a 
few blocks of Shah Faisal Colony, Tariq Bin Ziad Society, PIA Colony, Civil Aviation Colony, old and new airport areas, Malir Cantt, 
blocks adjacent to Safari Park, Murad Memon sub-division, Haji Sheedi Goth and others. 
 
A total of 13 candidates are in the run including Dr Nadeem Maqbool of the MQM-Pakistan, Zain-ul-Abideen Ansari of PML-N, Afaq 
Jamal of Pak Sarzameen Party (PSP), Jameel Khan of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and Muhammad Islam of Muttahida Majlis-e-
Amal (MMA). 
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Analysts believed that the PPP enjoyed a strong support in goths of the area and the reputation Mr Baloch had earned being the 
MNA in the last tenure had also improved his prospects. 
 
Residents of this constituency recognise Mr Baloch’s contribution that included development of roads and arrangements of water 
supply for several goths in Malir while establishing basic health units in the low-income neighbourhoods through the funding of the 
federal government. 
 
However, a majority of the areas in the constituency still face the decades-old problems, which are yet to be solved. 
Also, a lack of proper and well-equipped hospitals, any reputeble educational institution, gas and electricity supply and poor 
infrastructure leave a question mark on the performance of the PPP government, which ruled the province for a full decade but 
failed to serve its voters in its strongholds. 
 
Apart from poor infrastructure, poor condition of roads, declining health and education facilities and unavailability of water, known 
pockets of drug peddling and illegal business activities remain key problem for the residents of the sprawling constituency. 
They blame the past government and their representatives for not only ignoring their problem but sometimes they had supported the 
criminal elements to strengthen its foothold. 
 
The prospects of provincial assembly seats under the constituency —– PS-87 and PS-88 — are also in the favour the PPP. 
The PS-87 seat covers 80 per cent of NA-236 which is the largest constituency of provincial assembly in terms of area replacing the 
PS-129 and PS-130 of past three elections. 
 
Similarly, the authorities have also failed to stop the illegal lifting of sand and gravel in the constituency that had badly altered the 
landscape of Malir district. 
 
The PPP is said to be favourite for the PS-88 constituency. However, an interesting contest could be expected in PS-89, which was 
carved out of the old PS-126, PS-127 and PS-128 constituencies which mainly caters to Urdu-speaking vote and consist of mostly 
urban Malir areas. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 16, 16/07/2018) 

 
PTI’s Karachi plan 

 
OVERFLOWING gutters, a nagging (and growing) shortage of drinking water and mounds of rotting garbage are amongst Karachi’s 
major problems. 
 
Over the last decade or so the PPP has run the Sindh government, and the MQM has represented the metropolis in the national and 
provincial legislatures, as well as running its local bodies. Due largely to the neglect and mismanagement of lawmakers belonging to 
both these parties, civic problems have assumed crisis proportions. 
 
Therefore, as election day approaches, many voters in the city will be asking candidates in their constituencies what solid plans they 
have to address the city’s major issues. 
 
The PTI, in this regard, has attempted to address Karachi’s water, garbage and sewage crisis through a ‘plan of action’, details of 
which were published in this paper on Monday. 
 
The party says the city’s water crisis can be addressed through desalination, while it has also suggested creating energy from 
waste. 
 
Critics have given mixed responses to the PTI’s plan. Some have suggested that the (broken) system already in place should be 
fixed and then new options can be explored. 
 
While water and sanitation experts and urban planners can better critique the plan and give the party constructive criticism on how 
to improve it, the PTI’s effort needs to be appreciated as none of the other mainstream parties vying for Karachi’s seats have come 
up with any sort of plan to address its civic problems. 
 
Indeed the PTI will have a tough time in winning enough seats to form the government in Sindh, or even dominating all of Karachi’s 
seats. Nonetheless, whichever party comes to power in Sindh after July 25 will need to address the key civic problems the PTI has 
highlighted in its document. 
 
Emotional slogans about representing Karachi and having its mandate are not enough; the voters want clean streets, water in their 
taps and the mountains of garbage that line the city’s roads cleared away. Whoever wants to represent Karachi must address these 
problems. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 17/07/2018) 

 
Vote split between Muttahida, PSP may favour MMA, PML-N in NA-244 

 
Twenty-two candidates are in the run for the election on NA-244 constituency in Karachi’s East district. 
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The constituency primarily consists of Faisal Cantonment and 12 census charges of Firozabad 
subdivision which include Defence View, Akhtar Colony, Manzoor Colony, Azam Basti, 
Chanesar Goth, Mehmoodabad, Baloch Colony, Pehalwan Goth, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Dhoraji, 
Hill Park, Muhammad Ali Society, KDA Scheme-1, Naval Colony and Karsaz. 
 
The new NA-244 constituency was carved out from old NA-251. The Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement had won all three previous elections as its candidate Safwanullah, Wasim Akhtar 
and Syed Ali Raza Abidi emerged victorious in 2002, 2008 and 2013 general elections. 
But, the ground realities have changed after the Aug 22, 2016 incendiary speech of MQM 
founder Altaf Hussain and the party split into groups. Besides, the former Karachi mayor, 
Mustafa Kamal, also left the MQM and formed his own Pak Sarzameen Party. 
 
The unified MQM had won the former NA-251 thrice 
Both the MQM-Pakistan and PSP would have to prove their mettle and organising capabilities 
for the first time as until the 2013 general elections the MQM got vote in the name of Altaf 

Hussain. 
 
With a population of 726,253, the total number of registered voters is 407,363 including 186,078 female voters. A total of 212 polling 
stations have been set up in the constituency. 
 
Prominent candidates in the constituency are: Zahid Saeed (Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal), Syed Ali Haider Zaidi (Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf), Rauf Siddiqui (MQM-P), Miftah Ismail Ahmad (Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz), Mohammad Saeed Shafiq (PSP) and Mian 
Waqar Akhtar Paganwala (Pakistan Peoples Party). 
 
Residents of the area mainly belong to working class. They are living in periphery settlements without basic civic amenities. 
 
Lack of facilities 
Acute water shortage, prolonged loadshedding, overflowing gutters, lack of good educational institutions, insufficient healthcare 
facilities, dilapidated roads are some of the major problems of the area. These issues remained unsolved even after completion of 
two terms by the PPP governments. 
 
Although MQM-P candidate Rauf Siddiqui is a known politician, he lacked personal support in the constituency and relies on the 
vote bank of the MQM for his success. But, the realistic elements in the party do not appear optimistic because they feel that the 
vote bank would be divided into the MQM-P and PSP. 
 
This would provide a golden opportunity to MMA candidate Zahid Saeed, PML-N’s Miftah Ismail, PTI’s Ali Zaidi and PPP’s 
Paganwala. 
 
The PTI, PML-N and MMA candidates belong to the business fraternity and are rich enough to carry out their election campaign 
through innovative means to muster support from the constituents. 
 
Mr Saeed appeared to have an upper hand since he had close interaction with business community of Sodagaran-i-Delhi, Memon, 
Bohri, Chinioti and other groups being a former vice president of the federation of chambers of commerce and industry and Korangi 
Association. 
 
Mr Ismail was a former finance minister and despite being a newcomer he got the opportunity to cultivate not only business 
community but other segments of society through interaction with them as a PML-N minister. 
 
Although his party did not pay due attention to the issues of Karachi during its major portion of the five-year term, it had earned 
some goodwill by starting work on the Green Line bus rapid transit project. 
 
Mr Ismail during his interaction with people claims that soon the Green Line project would see the light of day and if voted to power 
the PML-N would arrange installation of desalination plants to supply potable water to Karachi and arrange financing of the K-4 
water project. 
 
As top leadership of Mr Ismail’s party is facing cases, the public opinion that former prime minister Nawaz Sharif was being 
victimised may work in his favour. 
 
While the wind of change is blowing apparently in favour of the PTI across the country, political observers are of the view that 
compared to Mr Saeed and Mr Ismail, PTI’s Ali Zaidi has failed to cultivate the electorate personally as he is relying more on the 
popularity of Imran Khan. 
 
Although he has been addressing corner meetings in the constituency, he lacks appeal and charisma which is required to get 
elected. 
 
PPP’s Paganwala said that he had decided to work to get the basic problems of the people resolved regardless of winning or losing 
the election. 
 
However, one has to wait to see who is going to spring a surprise from this constituency on July 25. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 17, 17/07/2018) 
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PPP, MMA main contenders in NA-252 constituency 

 
Until the 2013 elections, Karachi had 20 national seats — from NA-239 Karachi West to NA-258 Malir-cum-Karachi West. But in the 

recent delimitations, the city has gained one more seat, raising the total count to 21. This 
new seat is NA-252 Karachi West-V, which comprises Manghopir subdivision and some 
parts of Mominabad subdivision. 
 
Previously, Karachi West was allocated four seats — from NA-239 to NA-242 — whereas 
NA-243 was Karachi Central-cum-Karachi West, and then NA-258 was Malir-cum-Karachi 
West. 
 
Therefore, a major part of the current NA-252 Karachi West-V (Manghopir) was included in 
then NA-243 Karachi Central-cum-Karachi West, whereas some villages of Gadap were 

included in NA-258 Malir-cum-Karachi West. 
 
Mominabad was included in then NA-241 Karachi West-III, and some areas of the current NA-252, Gulshan-i-Zia, Ghaziabad and 
others, were also in NA-242 Karachi West-IV. Gulshan-i-Maymar, which is now included in NA-252, was part of NA-253 Karachi 
East-cum-Malir. 
 
Previously, the constituency was overwhelmingly merged with the Orangi area of Karachi, which is mostly inhabited by the Urdu-
speaking community. However, after the recent delimitation, the entire Manghopir subdivision is in the newly carved constituency, 
whose 60 per cent area is rural. 
 
The population in Manghopir is Baloch, Sindhis, and Pakhtuns, with Urdu- and Punjabi-speaking people in low numbers. The 
Mominabad area is a mix population of Mohajirs and Pakhtuns. NA-252’s Surjani Town area has two faces — the rural part is in 
Manghopir and the urban part is in Karachi Central. In this area, Urdu-speaking population is in large numbers, as it is in Gulshan-i-
Maymar’s urban area. 
 
Muttahida out of favour after fresh delimitations slash local Mohajir vote 
In the previous arrangement of seats, the Sindhi and Baloch community was at disadvantage because of the Urdu-speaking 
population, whose vote decided results of the elections. It is evident from the results of the past three elections. 
 
For example, in the 2002 elections, NA-241 Karachi-III was taken by Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal (MMA) candidate Mohammad Laeeq 
Khan, who got 26,812 votes. His opponent, Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) candidate Ferozuddin Rehmani lost by only 479 
votes. 
 
In 2008, MQM’s Syed Akhtar-ul-Iqbal Qadri beat Zarbali Syed of the Awami National Party (ANP) by 57,381 votes. PPPP candidate 
Dr Mohammad Shakir Alam came a distant third with 11,544 votes. Qadri won the seat again in the 2013 elections by securing 
95,584 votes. 
 
The second highest number of votes was polled by PTI candidate Dr Saeed Ahmed Afridi, who got 27,827 votes. However, Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) candidates also succeeded in securing 11,697 and 11,438 votes, respectively, 
showing the presence of religious vote bank. 
 
Also, parts of Manghopir, Gulzarabad, Sultanabad and Pakhtunabad are mostly Pakhtun-inhabited areas, whose population voted 
for the ANP in large numbers in 2008, but apparently opted to vote for religious parties and the PTI in the 2013 elections. 
 
The old NA-242 has also been an MQM stronghold as it comprised the SITE and Orangi areas. The MQM has consistently won 
from here in the past three elections, with MQM’s Abdul Rauf Siddiqui, former home minister of Sindh, winning in the 2002 elections 
by securing 62,690 votes. MQM’s Abdul Qadir Khanzada won the seat in the 2008 elections, securing 147,892 votes, against 
Mohammad Afaque Khan of the PPPP, who managed to bag only 27,294 votes. Mehboob Alam of the MQM won from here in 2013. 
He had polled 166,836 votes. The runner-up, PTI’s Akram Khan, secured only 10,889 votes. 
 
Same is the case with the old NA-243 constituency which was won by the MQM in the 2002, 2008, and 2013 elections, with Abdul 
Waseem of the MQM winning the constituency in 2008 and 2013. 
 
The two census charges of Orangi’s Mominabad area that are included in this constituency have a combined population of 44,354 
only, whereas the Manghopir subdivision, entirely in this constituency, has a population of 713,753, according to a recent election 
commission document on constituencies. 
 
The number of registered voters here is 219,042 — 133,060 male and 85,982 female voters. According to analysts, this separation 
from Orangi has, therefore, essentially cut out the Urdu-speaking voters from here, leaving them with only a slight population, and 
the majority of voters here now belong to the Baloch and Sindhi communities, with pockets of Pakhtun areas. 
 
Benefit to local communities 
Political analyst and senior journalist Zia-ur-Rehman sees this as an advantage to the local population of Manghopir, which was 
previously unable to elect its own representative because of being merged with Orangi. “The PPPP seems to be at an advantage 
here as the Mohajir vote here is very less — almost negligible,” he says, adding that any election here now will be completely 
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localised. According to him, the delimitation here has benefited the PPPP, which traditionally draws its vote from the Sindhi and 
Baloch villages here. 
 
“Now that the rural areas of Karachi West have been merged to form their own constituency, we can see who will benefit from it the 
most,” he says. 
 
This time, prominent candidates here are PTI’s Aftab Jehangir, PPPP’s Abdul Khaliq Mirza, PSP’s Iftikhar Akbar Randhawa, MQM-
P’s Abdul Qadir Khanzada (winner of NA-242 in 2013), and Abdul Majeed of the MMA. Akram Khan (runner-up, NA-242, 2013) is 
contesting as an independent candidate. 
 
MMA candidate Abdul Majeed had contested at PS-97 Karachi West (Karachi IX) in 2013 from JI’s platform and had polled 7,071 
votes against 77,964 votes of MQM candidate Sheikh Abdullah. 
 
PPPP’s Abdul Khalique Mirza is an old stalwart of the party in this area, and had secured 27,221 votes against MQM’s Mohammad 
Adil Khan’s 54,603 at PS-97 in 2008, signifying his local support that can help him in the upcoming elections because of the 
exclusion of Orangi areas. 
 
Manghopir’s social activist Abdul Ghani says that now with the MQM out of the equation, the primary competition in Manghopir will 
be between the PPPP and the MMA. According to him, the PPPP may face a setback in Sultanabad, Pakhtunabad and Gulzarabad 
as these areas are mostly Pakhtun-inhabited, and may vote for the MMA. 
 
He presents the case of the last local government elections where UC-6 Pakhtunabad Manghopir-2, comprising the previously-
mentioned Pakhtun areas, was won by the JUI-F with the JI coming second only with margins of tens of votes. 
 
“On the other hand, the MMA has virtually no support outside of these areas, which will give an edge to the PPPP,” he says. 
(By Bilal Karim Mughal Dawn, 17, 19/07/2018) 

 
NAB initiates probe against Karachi mayor, Durrani, others 

 
The National Accountability Bureau (NAB), Karachi, on Thursday decided to initiate investigations against a former Sindh Assembly 
speaker on charges of accumulating assets beyond known sources, illegal recruitments and embezzlement of funds. 
 
NAB also decided to initiate a probe against the Karachi mayor, director general of the Sindh Building Control Authority, a known 
builder, SITE officials and a senior police officer for alleged corruption in development work, cheating the public, accumulating 
assets beyond known sources, embezzlement of funds and illegal recruitment of policemen, respectively, according to a NAB 
spokesperson. 
 
A regional board meeting of NAB was held here under the chairmanship of its director general in Karachi, Mohammad Altaf Bawany. 
The meeting was attended by the directors of the investigation wings and respective investigating teams of the cases concerned. 
Various cases were deliberated upon and the meeting decided to initiate a probe into the charges. 
 
KMC did not carry out work against budgeted Rs36 billion and subsequent releases of funds from 2015 to 2018 
Ex-speaker Durrani 
The NAB spokesperson said that after the completion of a complaint verification process against Agha Siraj Durrani, a former 
speaker of the Sindh Assembly, a case was deliberated upon by the regional board, which recommended three separate inquiries 
against him. 
 
One inquiry pertains to allegations of accumulation of assets beyond known sources of income by the former speaker; the second 
allegation pertains to illegal appointments of 352 candidates; while the third allegation pertains to embezzlement of funds for the 
construction of an MPA hostel and construction of the new Sindh Assembly building, including appointment of project directors. 
“The recommendation was made to the competent authority on the basis of an exhaustive verification of complaints.” 
 
Karachi mayor 
Regarding Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar, the official said that on the completion of the verification process on a complaint, 
recommendation was made to the competent authority for authorising a formal inquiry against the mayor of Karachi and officers and 
officials of the KMC. 
 
“The allegations prima facie verified pertain to the budgeted amount of Rs36 billion and subsequent releases to the KMC from 2015 
to 2018 against which allegedly work in Karachi was not carried out worth that amount.” 
 
SBCA DG 
On the conclusion of the verification process on a complaint, recommendation was made to the competent authority for allowing a 
formal inquiry against Iftikhar Qaimkhani, SBCA DG, on the allegations of accumulation of assets beyond known sources of income. 
A preliminary probe was conducted on the basis of information collected in recent raids, said the NAB official. 
 
Builder 
An inquiry was authorised against the management and owners of Pride Builders & Developers, one of the allied companies of Rufi 
Builders and Developers. An inquiry was authorised on the allegations of cheating the public at large for booking of more than 1,600 
residential and commercial plots worth more than Rs5,400 million in the names of several allottees. 
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However, the building licence and an NOC were cancelled by the SBCA. Despite that, prima facie, they continued to develop and 
book plots. 
 
“The inquiry was authorised on the basis of complaints lodged by several allottees, who have been cheated.” 
Investigations against the managing director and other officials of SITE Karachi, as well as police officer SSP Pir Fareed Jan 
Sarhandi were also launched. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 17, 20/07/2018) 

 
Main contest among MQM-P, PTI and MMA in NA-256 constituency 

 
Although the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf got second highest number of votes in the 2013 general elections against rival Muttahida 

Qaumi Movement in NA-245 (North Nazimabad) — which after delimitation 
has become NA-256, Central IV — the resurrection of the Muttahida Majlis-i-
Amal and emergence of the Pak Sarzameen Party has made the electoral 
fight tough on the last National Assembly seat of the metropolis. 
 
Since 1988, the MQM had won the North Nazimabad NA seat — NA-186 
which became NA-245 following the 2002 delimitation — in all general 
elections except 1993 when the party boycotted the polls. 
 
In 2002, MQM’s Kanwar Khalid Yunus won the seat by securing 51,696 votes 
against MMA’s Syed Munawwar Hassan who got 41,947 votes. The MMA did 
not take part in the 2008 and 2013 elections. The Jamaat-i-Islami had 
boycotted the 2008 elections. 

 
In 2013, JI candidate Dr Mairajul Huda Siddiqui got 22,452 votes. But the number of votes the PTI got surprised many as its 
relatively unknown candidate, Mohammad Riaz Haider, bagged 54,937 votes without even running an effective election campaign 
against MQM’s Rehan Hashmi who won the seat by securing 115,776 votes. 
 
JI has a sizeable vote bank in the urban areas of the constituency 
After the latest delimitation, the constituency has become NA-256 and it consists of parts of North Karachi and New Karachi, 
Shadman Town, Buffer Zone, KBR Society, majority of North Nazimabad’s blocks including Paharganj, Usman Ghani Colony, a few 
parts of Nazimabad and Paposh Nagar. 
 
The constituency is home to a majority of Urdu-speaking people as well as Pakhtuns, Punjabis, Seraikis, Bohra community, Ismaili 
community, etc. 
 
16 in the run 
A total of 16 candidates, including seven independents, are in the run for NA-256 constituency. Prominent among them are Dr 
Mairajul Huda Siddiqui (MMA), Najib Haroon (PTI), actor Sajid Hasan (PPP-Parliamentarians), Mohammad Adil Siddiqui (PSP), 
Amir Chishti (MQM-P), Sofia Yaqoob (Awami National Party), Dost Mohammad Faizi (Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz) and 
Mohammad Ali Qadri of the Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan. 
 
It would have been a one-side contest had the MQM been unified and under the leadership of its founder Altaf Hussain. 
However, internal squabbles and the emergence of the Mustafa Kamal-led PSP have made the chances of both the MQM-P and 
PSP dim as the Mohajir vote bank might be divided between the two parties. The boycott call given by Mr Hussain would also affect 
the two parties. 
 
Unlike the 2013 polls, it appears that the PTI has lost its appeal especially amongst Urdu-speaking people who voted for it in the 
2013 general elections. The party had contested the 2015 local government elections but failed to make any impact as 50 of the 51 
union committees of the Central district were won by the MQM. The remaining lone UC was won by the PPP. 
 
But for Dr Siddiqui of the MMA, this election is a chance to prove that the religious alliance is still a force to be reckoned with. The JI 
has a sizeable vote bank in the urban areas of the constituency and the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl — a component of the MMA — 
also enjoyed good support from the people living in shanty towns of the constituency. 
 
While the main contest is expected among the MQM-P, PTI and MMA, some believe that the PSP is also in a position to give 
surprise results since many amongst the MQM cadre had joined former Karachi mayor Kamal. 
 
Major parties field ‘outsiders’ 
The candidates of the PTI, MQM-P, MMA, PPPP and PML-N are not living in any area of the NA-256 constituency. 
Mr Haroon of the PTI, Sajid Hasan of PPPP and Mr Faizi of the PML-N are living in Defence Housing Authority. MQM-P’s Amir 
Chishti and MMA’s Dr Siddiqui are residents of Gulshan-i-Iqbal. 
 
The candidate of MQM-P was a brother of slain party leader Khalid bin Waleed. 
MMA’s Dr Siddiqui is a seasoned politician and the provincial chief of the JI. 
 
Unlike candidates of major parties, the PSP candidate is a registered voter of the constituency and lives in North Nazimabad. 
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PML-N’s Faizi had won the 1993 elections from old NA-186 constituency because of the MQM’s poll boycott. 
 
Ruined infrastructure, water shortage, street crimes 
Like other parts of the city, residents of NA-256 are also facing acute water shortage and lack of cleanliness. 
North Nazimabad was once regarded as one of the most developed and clean areas of Karachi but not anymore. Not only main 
roads, but service lanes and streets all are in a dilapidated condition and successive government paid no attention towards their 
rehabilitation. 
 
The delay in completion of the Green Line bus rapid transit project also causes immense hardship for residents. 
 
Increasing street crimes have become a serious problem for the residents. Most incidents of street crimes occurred during night on 
the road leading to Five Star traffic intersection from Sakhi Hasan that houses dozens of marriage halls/banquets along both tracks. 
Also, the construction of high-rises and bifurcation and trifurcation of 400-square-yard or above residential plots into smaller houses 
in North Nazimabad has brought the municipal infrastructure, including sewerage system, near collapse. 
(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque Dawn, 17, 22/07/2018) 

 
PMA seeks ban on dangerous kite string 

 
Demanding a complete ban on deadly kite string, the Pakistan Medical Association on Tuesday expressed its deep concern and 
sorrow over the death of a 10-year-old girl in the city by the string that slit her neck while she was riding a motorcycle with her father. 
 
“This incident has brought a grave loss to the family and requires urgent radical measures to stop recurring of such tragedies in 
future,” said Dr Qaisar Sajjad, secretary general of the PMA, while speaking to journalists at PMA House. 
 
He said the worst part of the incident was that the ambulance carrying the victim to hospital became stuck in a traffic jam due to 
blockage of road because of an illegal cattle and bird market on the street. 
 
“We demand that the government take tangible measures to stop such tragic incidents,” he said, seeking immediate action against 
sale and manufacturing of deadly kite string. 
 
“The government should impose a ban on it as it has been [done] in Punjab. Besides, strict action must also be taken against those 
who use this string for kite flying and put the lives of innocent people in danger.” 
 
Dr Sajjad said the practice of using streets for rallies, processions, sit-ins and illegal markets that blocked roads across the country 
was inflicting misery on society. 
 
He said blockages of roads obstructed traffic movement and it became threat to the life of people. 
“Eidul Azha is getting closer and illegal cattle markets would soon be mushrooming in streets in every city, thus, plans should be 
afoot to discourage these markets to avoid untoward incidents.” 
 
Dr Sajjad said the PMA had been continuously raising its voice against road blockages that put human lives in danger. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 08/08/2018) 

 
MNA education 

 
According to a report on August 16 by the Fair and Free Election Network (FAFEN), a sizeable portion of members newly 
elected into the National Assembly have obtained low levels of education. Of these members, 24 have matriculation level 
education, equivalent to Ordinary level in the Cambridge system or a secondary school certificate. Nine members have only 
religious education without any formal schooling, while the educational background of 20 members is not publicly available, 
suspiciously. A high number of MNAs possess bachelor’s degrees or higher in various fields. Although the long-time argument 
may stand that one need not a degree to prove his or her worth nor intellectual capabilities — considering previously 
unsuccessful politicians with doctor titles in their names — it would serve the assembly as well as the people well if the 
legislators undergo formal education for the sake of logical decision-making, which can only come from sound knowledge and 
understanding of the workings of various areas of law as well as adequate enrichment of one’s faculties. 
 
Admittedly, we are looking at a gradient when it comes to education status in Pakistan with millions of children out of school or 
adults who have never stepped foot inside a classroom for formal education. The cause for a lack of schooling is usually 
reduced to limited financial opportunities, which was the experience of several PTI members opening a level playing field. Some 
members in opposition parties also come from humble beginnings. Hence, a considerable number of MNAs have only up to a 
matric level education. 
 
Professional diversity in the National Assembly is commendable but it would be best for a nation that has been attempting to rise 
above various vices for decades to be led by legislators who have proven their abilities through formal education. It may be wise 
to reinstate the 2002 rule that legislators had to be graduates. However, we have our limitations. Once our education sector 
improves, consideration can be given to raising the bar for induction into the National Assembly. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 16, 19/08/2018) 
 
 
 



22 
 

Murad Ali Shah takes stock of Karachi's street crime, water crisis 
 

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Sunday called for a crackdown against street criminals while chairing his first meeting at 
his official residence after assuming office. 
 
He directed the Inspector General of Police (IGP) that street crime must not only be controlled 
but eliminated. 
 
Shah added that in his speech on the floor of the house he underscored that the maintenance of 
law and order would his utmost priority. 
 
“This is why on Sunday I am holding this meeting,” he said, adding that “street crime was 
undoing all the government efforts he had taken to restore law and order in the city, therefore a 

decisive action is required to eliminate this evil,” he said. 
 
The IGP told the chief minister that a targetted operation was underway and it would pay dividends. 
 
Murad Ali Shah sworn in as Sindh CM 
The chief minister said that the targeted operation must be more focused in nature. 
 
Shah directed him to make the SHOs responsible for controlling street crime, otherwise take strict action would be taken against 
them. 
 
In the meeting Additional IG Karachi Dr Ameer Shaikh said that there was a powerful drug mafia behind street crimes in the city. 
He added that those who are running the racket of beggars in the city are also involved in these crimes. 
 
The chief minister directed the IG police to launch an operation against the drug mafia, including the peddlers and addicts. 
 
“Just after Eid necessary measures would be taken to send the addicts to the rehabilitation centers or welfare organisations,” he 
said. 
 
He added that he did not want to see beggars standing on round abouts in the city. 
 
“There should be an operation against them,” he said. 
 
IG Police briefing the chief minister on law and order said that there were six police Rangers in the province with a strength of 
123,983 policemen. 
 
He added that there were 30 police districts, and 623 police stations all over the province. 
 
The chief minister said that if the population of the province is divided with the total strength of the police there would a ratio of 1 
policeman for 410 people. 
 
“This is not a bad ratio but we have to make the police more responsive, hardworking and dedicated to control the crime,” he 
said. 
 
Shah said that this would only be possible through capacity building  police. 
The IG police told the chief minister that 10,269 policemen were receiving different trainings. 
 
Water crises 
Shah also expressed his serious reservations on the water shortage in Sindh during kharif season and directed the Irrigation 
department to submit a detail report of the losses caused to the sowing of paddy crop. 
 
He issued these directives while presiding over a meeting on irrigational and drinking water issues at the CM House. 
Murad Ali Shah gets second term to rule Sindh 
The meeting was attended by Secretary Irrigation Jamal Shah, Secretary Local Government Khalid Hyder Shah, Secretary 
Public Health Engineering Department Saeed Mangnijo, PD K-IV Asad Zamin and representative of water board. 
 
The chief minister said that sowing of paddy crop in Sindh starts by second week of May but this year due to acute water 
shortage which was estimated at 40 per cent went up to 60 per cent as the the growers were late. 
 
He added that those who had started cultivation in time suffered huge loss as their lands seedlings could not receive water. 
 
He directed Secretary Irrigation to give him a detailed report within a week about the losses caused to paddy crop due water 
shortage. 
 
Secretary irrigation Jamal Shah told the chief minister that water position started improving from July 15. 
 
Giving current water position to the chief minister, he said that on Sunday Upstream Guddu 248,175 cusecs have been recorded 
while downstream it is 220,266. 
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He added upstream Sukkur water position is 198,770 and downstream 143,800 cusecs, Upstream Kotri 51840 cusecs and 
downstream 10,080 cusecs have been recorded. 
 
The chief minister said that now the water situation is considerably better and directed the secretary Irrigation to ensure proper 
release of water in the irrigation system of Larkana, Dadu, Badin and Thatta. 
(By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 05, 20/08/2018) 

 
Rs212b cut proposed in provincial share 

 
If the PTI government wants to maintain its grip on increased spending on security, social uplift and special areas, it needs to cut 

the share of provinces in the federal divisible pool by more than eight per cent, former caretaker 
finance minister Dr Shahmshad Akhtar has proposed in a policy paper. 
 
Suggesting a new mechanism for resource distribution under the National Finance Commission 
(NFC) award, Dr Shamshad Akhtar pointed out that the next award had been pending for the past 
three years and currently, resources were distributed under an ad hoc mechanism. 
 
The former caretaker finance minister recommended reducing the gross cumulative share of all 
provinces from 57.5 per cent to 49.3 per cent of the divisible pool, a report compiled by the finance 

ministry showed. 
 
‘Pakistan can address payment woes by curbing GDP growth’ 
This amounts to slightly higher than the 46.5 per cent of the divisible pool that the four federating units were getting until 2010-
11. 
 
For the current fiscal year, the share of the provinces in the federal divisible pool is projected at Rs2.59 trillion. 
 
If the caretakers’ recommendations are accepted, the new government will cut the share of the four federating units by Rs212 
billion to Rs2.38 trillion. 
 
The PML-N has expressed strong reservations over the recommendations. 
 
Dr Ayesha Pasha, PML-N’s MNA and former finance minister of Punjab, said that the recommendations were against the spirit of 
fiscal decentralisation, enshrined in the 18th Amendment and the 7th NFC award. 
 
The policy paper was unveiled at a time when the country is in the grip of severe fiscal and external sector challenges. 
 
Finance Minister Asad Umar was holding meetings on the overall macroeconomic situation before finalising an action plan, said 
sources in the Ministry of Finance. 
 
He was still assessing the situation, they said. 
 
In his last interaction with the media just before he was sworn in as finance minister, Umar had said that the PTI government 
would finalise an economic plan before the end of September. 
 
So far, two federal cabinet meetings had been held but the finance ministry was far from presenting any plan to deal with the 
economic crisis. 
 
Economic growth depends on foreign credit as savings stay low 
New NFC formula 
The caretakers also suggested reducing the size of divisible pool by 8.2 per cent to meet expenditures on national security, 
special areas and Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), the report stated. 
 
It also recommended reducing the divisible pool by 3 per cent for maintaining security expenses, 3 per cent for special areas and 
2.2 per cent for BISP. 
 
Currently, the Centre gets 42.5 per cent of the divisible pool while provinces receive the rest. Under the 7th NFC Award 
announced in 2010, the share of provinces had been jacked up to 57.5 per cent of the total divisible pool. 
The Finance Ministry has long been advocating reversing the fiscal decentralization, arguing that this has led to perpetual 
budget deficit of more than six per cent of GDP. 
 
However, former Punjab finance minister contested the claim. 
 
“Our research showed that less than one-third of the additional budget deficit was because of enhanced revenue transfers to the 
provinces,” Dr Pasha told The Express Tribune. 
 
She said that the main reason for higher budget deficit was the Centre’s fiscal intervention in areas that fell in the domain of the 
provinces under the 1973 Constitution. 
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She said that the subjects directly impacting human development now fell in the domain of the provinces. 
 
The reversal of the fiscal decentralization would increase unemployment and poverty across the country, said Dr Pasha. 
 
She said that a three per cent reduction in divisible pool in the name of security was not a valid reason, adding that the 
provinces also spent heavily on maintaining law and order and countering terrorism. 
 
Pakistan should ‘renegotiate’ some CPEC terms, agreements 
 
Fiscal discipline was key to overcoming current fiscal problems, she said, adding that it was also necessary for all departments 
to work within parameters defined in the Constitution, said the former provincial finance minister. 
 
Former finance minister Ishaq Dar also wanted a six per cent cut in the divisible pool in the name of security and special areas, 
which had been opposed by the four federating units. 
 
The 7th NFC Award contained constitutional guarantees against any reduction in the share of provincial revenues. 
 
The caretaker government also recommended abolishing special payments equaling one per cent of the size of the divisible pool 
made to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for meeting expenses on war on terror. In order to compensate additional flow of funds to 
provinces, caretakers recommended increasing the cost of collection from one to two per cent. 
 
Another key recommendation was to transfer funding of provincial universities and vertical health programmes to the federating 
units from the federal government. 
 
The interim set up also proposed that through the Council of Common Interests (CCI) the federal government should institute 
mechanism to deduct upfront estimated provincial surplus of nearly Rs215 billion from the NFC award. The PML-N legislator has 
also opposed this proposal. 
 
The caretakers had also suggested withdrawing the borrowing facility currently available to the provinces. 
 
At present, all provincial governments can cumulatively borrow an amount equaling 0.85 per cent of GDP. 
(By Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, 01, 26/08/2018) 

 
Sindh Governor House to be opened for families tomorrow 

 
The Sindh Governor House will be open for families on Sept 7 (tomorrow) to give them a rare opportunity to see the office of founder 
of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and other historic articles related to him. 
 
This was announced by Governor Imran Ismail on Wednesday. He said the families could enter the Governor House from Gate No. 
1 after depositing their identity cards. 
 
Besides, he said educational tours would be conducted for schoolchildren to show them the articles used by the Quaid-i-Azam. 
In addition, he said, guided tours would also be operated where visitors would have the opportunity to see the historic building, 
office, rooms, chairs and tables and other items which had been preserved. 
 
Imran Ismail meets MQM-P delegation; reviews KWSB performance 
The governor said that the federal government had constituted a committee to make recommendations about the future of all four 
governor houses in as many provinces. 
 
The committee had started its work and the future of the governor houses would be determined in the light of its recommendations, 
he added. 
 
In reply to a question, he said being the governor he was using only two rooms and one car of the Governor House. 
When asked as to when Prime Minister Imran Khan would visit Karachi, he said he had requested the PM to visit Karachi either on 
Sept 15 or 16. 
 
Visit to CPLC 
The governor paid a visit to the offices of the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee. 
He was welcomed by CPLC chief Zubair Habib and a briefing was given about the performance of the organisation. 
He visited different cells including its call centre. 
 
Appreciating the CPLC’s role in checking crime and assisting law enforcement agencies, the governor said such institutions were 
the need of the hour in Karachi to carry out effective measures to eliminate crime. 
 
He also lauded the capabilities of the CPLC team in meeting the challenge of fighting crime. 
The CPLC chief expressed gratitude to the governor for sparing time to visit its central reporting cell. 
 
Meeting with MQM-P 
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Talking to a delegation of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, the governor said that effective measures had been initiated to 
solve the long-standing problems of water shortage and sewerage system on a priority basis. 
 
The MQM-P delegation was led by senior leader Amir Khan and comprised of Kanwar Naveed Jameel, Khwaja Izharul Hasan, 
Faisal Subzwari and Mayor Wasim Akhtar. The governor said that he had been in touch with the prime minister who was deeply 
interested in the development of Karachi and had stressed the need to make all-out efforts to solve the issues being faced by the 
people of Karachi on a priority basis in consultation with all stakeholders in the city. 
 
He said that in this connection he held a meeting with officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and directed them that the 
first phase of K-IV water supply project be completed at the earliest. 
 
The delegation drew the attention of the governor towards the need for a Karachi development package and preparing new 
development projects to meet the future needs of the metropolis. 
 
It also discussed completion of water supply and sewerage projects at the earliest with the cooperation of the federation. 
The delegation said that the interest shown by the prime minister in the affairs of Karachi augured well because the situation of the 
city could be improved with his vision. 
 
Reviews KWSB performance 
Governor Ismail also chaired a meeting with KWSB officials at the Governor House. 
KWSB Managing Director Khalid Mehmood Shaikh briefed him about the water supply and sewerage projects, obstacles in their 
implementation, ongoing clean water supply schemes and performance of the board. 
 
The governor directed the officials concerned for early completion of the first phase of the K-IV water project. 
He asked the authorities to take concrete measures to check wastage of water by increasing awareness. 
He also asked them to supply treated water for industrial use. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 15, 06/09/2018) 

 
‘Water, solid waste management, public transport are govt’s top priorities' 

 
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has said that the priorities of his government are provision of potable water, solid waste 
management and to solve the problems of public transport in Karachi and other parts of the province. 
 
This he said on Tuesday while speaking to the US Consul-General in Karachi Joanne Wagner, who called on him with a 
delegation of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) at the Chief Minister House. The CM was 
assisted by Planning and Development Chairperson Mohammad Waseem and Principal Secretary to the CM Sohail Rajput. 
The CM said that water is a big issue across Sindh. “We are planning to install a desalination plant in Karachi and the K-IV 
project is in progress,” he said, assuring that the water issue is being resolved with the initiation of water supply schemes and 
installation of RO plants. 
 
Speaking on the disposal of solid waste in the city, Shah said that some Chinese companies have been involved in sweeping 
and garbage lifting work. He claimed that the government has worked out a plan to provide land to a power generation company 
at a landfill site for installation of a power plant. 
 
Addressing his third priority – public transport – the CM claimed that issues relating to transport would be resolved with the 
Karachi Circular Railway and the launch of the bus rapid transport system. 
 
The US consul-general and CM discussed USAID-funded projects, such as the Sindh Municipal Services Project (MSP), which is 
a $66 million programme for improvement of service delivery to better address urban needs. Nearly 70% of the funding for the 
project will be utilised to upgrade municipal infrastructure. 
 
‘CSR activities cannot hide plight of people affected by Thar coal project’ 
The MSP’s central focus is the Jacobabad Municipal Project, a $36 million project aiming to make major improvements to the 
ageing and dysfunctional water supply, sanitation and solid waste infrastructure in Jacobabad. 
 
This project aims to deliver potable water to more than 250,000 people, improve health and hygiene conditions and create a 
sustainable sewage and garbage management system in the small city. 
 
The CM confirmed that his government has approved $5 million to complete related aspects of the project. 
 
Building schools 
Another programme discussed at the meeting was the Sindh Basic Education Programme. The USAID is providing a 
comprehensive assisted package of $55 million to increase and sustain student enrolment in primary, middle and secondary 
schools in seven districts of northern Sindh and five towns of Karachi. 
 
Under the programme, the construction of schools, a reading programme, community mobilisation and capacity development are 
in progress. As many as 106 new schools are being constructed as part of the programme in flood-affected and other targeted 
districts across Sindh. Of these, the construction of 58 schools is at the final stage. 
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The CM and the delegation agreed to monitor the progress of these projects and complete them on time. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 12/09/2018) 
 

Sindh govt ordered to set up tribunal to probe May 12 mayhem 
 
The Sindh High Court on Tuesday directed the provincial government to establish a tribunal of inquiry within two weeks to probe into 
the May 12, 2007 violence and fix responsibility after finding out the perpetrators and their accomplices. 
 
While disposing of a suo motu reference and a petition pending before the SHC for the last 11 years, the court also ordered the 
Sindh government to constitute joint investigation teams (JIT) as required under the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 to trace out the 
persons involved in the cases in which police had filed A-class (unknown or untraceable accused) reports and to further investigate 
all the other cases pertaining to the ugly incidents that took place on May 12, 2007. 
 
The two-judge bench comprising Justices Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro and Mohammad Karim Khan Agha also directed the provincial 
authorities to come up with a report within two weeks about details of the compensation paid to the May 12 victims or their legal 
heirs including the amount paid, outstanding claims, calculation of amount and time of payment. 
 
Mayor Wasim Akhtar welcomes the fresh inquiry into 11-year-old events 
Moreover, the division bench requested the SHC chief justice to appoint a sitting judge of the high court to monitor the trial of around 
65 cases about May 12 incidents through monthly reports from the trial courts concerned. 
 
The bench ruled that initially the trial courts should give an explanation for their failure to dispose of these cases despite a passage 
of over 11 years and who had been responsible for such delay. 
 
The 49-page judgement authored by Justice Agha further stated that the one-man tribunal of inquiry to be set up under the West 
Pakistan Tribunal of Inquiries Ordinance 1969 will be headed by a sitting, or a former, judge of the SHC or retired from the Supreme 
Court. 
The provincial government would immediately make a request to the SHC CJ to appoint the head of the tribunal and the tribunal will 
complete its inquiry within three months subject to any extension, if required, granted by SHC, it added. 
 
The judgement further said that the provincial government would provide at its own expense the building and all necessary facilities 
and equipment to the tribunal. 
 
“On completion of its report the tribunal shall submit the same to this court and simultaneously make it (without reduction) public as 
the people have a right to information under Article 19(A) of the Constitution and this would also appear to be the appropriate course 
as the proceedings of the tribunal would have been paid out of the public’s hard earned taxes. The purpose of the report in our view 
would be entirely defeated if it remained hidden away gathering dust on some shelf in the Sindh Secretariat or some other place like 
so many other reports of the other tribunals/commission of inquiry.” 
 
Tribunal’s ToRs 
The terms of reference of the tribunal/commission of inquiry will be to inquire into and determine whether the citizens of Karachi’s 
access to justice in the provincial metropolis on May 12, 2007 was denied; how and why an angry and aggressive mob was able to 
[lay] siege to the Malir Bar Association, City Courts and Sindh High Court on that day, if indeed, this was the case despite the 
presence of police and why police failed to timely clear these miscreants. 
 
To determine the hierarchy of the chain of command and control at the political, bureaucratic and law enforcement agencies 
especially the police and their interaction before, during and immediately after the May 12 incidents, what orders passed by chain of 
command to the police as how to react on May 12 if any law and order situation arose as was anticipated by the Sindh government 
and who gave such orders and who was responsible for implementing those orders and what orders were given on that day to 
tackle the law and order situation and why police remained unable to deal with the law and order situation and was such failure on 
their part negligence or criminal negligence and to fix responsibility. 
 
To determine whether the security arrangements put in place on May 12 were to genuinely ensure the safe journey of the then 
deposed chief justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry from airport to his engagements in the city or in fact an attempt to 
ensure that he could not reach the Malir bar, City Courts and SHC as per his schedule. Were the lawyers and supporters of Justice 
Chaudhry targeted and if so was it by the activists of any political party and if so what was the name of the party and who were its 
senior members. 
 
Whether the law enforcement agencies especially police failed to perform their duties; whether Pakistan Rangers were called by the 
Sindh government to assist in maintaining law and order and if there was any delay in calling Rangers who was responsible for such 
a delay. 
 
The bench asked the proposed tribunal to inquire why the permission to the Awami National Party, Pakistan Peoples Party, 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement and other political parties to hold rallies were not withdrawn prior to May 12 when the then CJ was 
requested to cancel his engagements in Karachi. 
 
Whether there was any involvement/collusion of the federal government with the provincial government in attempting to ensure that 
the then deposed CJ could not attend events in the city on May 12 and if so what extent and what level and identify those involved, 
it added. 
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Mayor welcomes SHC order 
Welcoming the SHC order, Mayor Wasim Akhtar, who was adviser for home affairs to the Sindh chief minister when the events 
transpired, said that his party, the MQM, had been demanding for constitution of an inquiry commission immediately after the 
incidents. 
 
“In fact, we have been demanding a judicial inquiry into the incidents since May 13, 2007 so that the real culprits would be exposed 
and brought to book,” he said. 
The mayor was talking to media pers 
ons during a visit to the Quaid’s mausoleum on the 70th death anniversary of the founder of the nation. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 12/09/2018) 

 
Murad says solving water, solid waste issues at top of his agenda 

 
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has said that the priorities of his government were to solve water, solid waste and public transport 
issues in Sindh, particularly Karachi, where work on the K-IV water supply project was already in progress and installation of a 
desalination plant and power generation from garbage at landfill sites was also being planned. 
 
The chief minister said this while talking to US Consul General JoAnne Wagner, who called on him along with a USAID delegation 
here at the CM House on Tuesday. 
 
Recalling that water was a big issue all over Sindh, the chief minister said: “We are planning to install a desalination plant in Karachi 
where construction of the K-IV bulk water supply project [is] in progress while through water supply schemes and reverse-osmosis 
plants water issue is being resolved all over Sindh.” 
 
Discusses uplift schemes in Sindh with US diplomat 
Talking about disposal of solid waste in the city, Mr Shah said that some Chinese companies had been involved in sweeping and 
garbage lifting work. However, his government had a plan to install a power generation plant at a landfill site on a public-private 
partnership mode. 
 
But as far as public transport issue in the city was concerned, he said, it would be resolved through the Karachi Circular Railway and 
by launching different bus rapid transit systems. 
 
USAID-funded programmes discussed 
The US diplomat and the CM also discussed USAID-funded projects, including the municipal services project (MSP). It is a $66 
million programme to improve service delivery to better address urban needs. Nearly 70 per cent of project funding would go 
towards upgrading of municipal infrastructure. 
 
The MSP’s centrepiece is the Jacobabad municipal project, a $36m project to make major improvements to the ageing and 
dysfunctional water supply, sanitation and solid waste infrastructure. The project would deliver clean drinking water to more than 
250,000 people, improve health and hygienic conditions and create sustainable sewage and garbage management system. 
The CM said that his government had approved $5m to complete associated aspects of the project. He also approved the towns of 
Jacobabad, Qambar, Shahdadkot, Mehar, Khairpur Nathan Shah and Johi for inclusion in the programme. 
 
Another project that came under discussion was Sindh Basic Education Programme. The USAID is providing a comprehensive 
assisted package of $55m to increase and sustain student enrolment in primary, middle and secondary schools in seven districts of 
northern Sindh and five towns of Karachi. 
 
Under the programme some 106 new schools are being constructed in flood-affected and other targeted districts and construction of 
58 schools is almost at a final stage. 
 
Caretaker govt blamed for street crime 
Earlier, talking to media at the Quaid’s mausoleum, he said: “We came here to pay homage to Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah.” 
 
He vowed to come up to the expectations of the people and turn the province into a cradle of peace and take the vision of Quaid-i-
Azam forward. 
 
To a question, he said that street crime had increased because of unnecessary and irrelevant transfer-posting policy of the 
caretaker government during the general election. However, he was quite optimistic to eliminate the menace like “we had 
successfully controlled terrorism in the city”. 
 
Earlier, the chief minister along with the Sindh governor and his cabinet members laid a wreath on the Quaid’s mausoleum and 
offered fateha on his 70th death anniversary. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 12/09/2018) 

 
CM Sindh accords top priority to water supply, public transport schemes 

 
The Sindh government is giving top priority to the completion of water supply and public transport schemes in the metropolis, Chief 
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah told a meeting presided over by him at the CM House here on Friday. 
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Reviewing the water availability situation in the province, he noted that there was only 493 MGD (million gallons per day) water was 
available against a total demand of 918 MGD. 
 
In the public transport sector, work on 21-km-long Green Line project also needed to be completed as soon as possible as 80 per 
cent work of the infrastructure between Surjani and Municipal Park has already been completed, according to him. 
Water shortage attributed to low rainfall 
 
Up to 20 per cent of work for the underground bus terminal with parking facility and commercial mezzanine floor has been 
completed. 
 
The chief minister directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) managing director to complete four ongoing water 
supply schemes — 60 MGD recycling, 260 MGD K-IV, 65 MGD bulk supplies and 100 MGD pump house output — as soon as 
possible The MD said that due to low rainfall at Hub, water supply to the city had reduced from 100 MGD to 12 MGD. 
 
The chief minister was further informed that these schemes would be completed by December 2020 while the 100 MGD pump 
house schemes costing Rs1.43 million will become operational by March 2019. 
 
The MD said that the S-III project included rehabilitation of existing treatment plant-I and III of 100 MGD and 180 MGD, respectively, 
and construction of new treatment plant STP-IV of 180 MGD, at Korangi and 100 MGD at KPT STP-V. These projects will have the 
capacity to treat 608 MGD. 
 
The meeting was informed that the water demand of the four industrial areas — SITE, F B. Area, Landhi-Korangi and Super 
Highway SITE — was 200 MGD but they were receiving only 25 MGD. 
 
The chief minister said that he had decided to install a desalination plant. 
The meeting was also informed that overall 23pc work on Rs36.12 billion S-III project was carried out with 26pc of civil work. 
The chief minister directed P&D chairman Mohammad Waseem to keep him informed about progress of work on the project. 
The P&D chairman told the chief minister that the combined effluent treatment plant projects would cost Rs11.8bn to be shared with 
the ratio of 67pc and 33pc, respectively, by the provincial and the federal governments. 
 
It would clean 94 MGD of industrial effluent in a cost-effective and environment-friendly manner. 
Karachi Commissioner Saleh Farooqi, who is the project director of the BRT Green Line, informed the CM that the project was in its 
final stage and would be completed by December. 
 
Giving details, Mr Farooqi said work on the bus depot at Surjani for parking, washing, refuelling facility and on maintenance yard 
had been completed by 60pc. 
 
He said that phase-II of common corridor, from Guru Mandir to Municipal Park, was 2.5-km-long with two underpasses along M.A. 
Jinnah Road. 
 
The chief minister said the corridor was designed by a technical team of the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 15/09/2018) 

 
No recruitment on political basis: minister 

 
Sindh Health Minister Dr Azra Pechuho on Saturday made it clear that there would be no induction in her ministry on political 
grounds as merit was the only criterion for recruitment. 
 
“There is and will not be any political induction in the health ministry; the induction (in health ministry) is merit-based to the level that 
tests will be conducted for posts of district health officers and medical superintendents,” said Dr Pechuho while speaking to media 
representative during a visit to the Dow University of Health Sciences — her alma mater. 
 
She said the responsibility for conducting such tests had been given to the Dow University of Health Sciences. 
She said there would be no reference-based or political hiring in the ministry and all vacancies would be filled on merit. 
She added inductions at the Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi and the Trauma Centre would be completed where, due to lack of 
specialised faculty and doctors, people were not provided with adequate healthcare facilities. 
 
She said a transparent system would soon be introduced for hiring. Certificate courses would be initiated for the training of staff and 
that responsibility had also been handed over to the DUHS to ensure trained personnel were available in public-health sector. 
“(During this visit) I relived the old memories of Dow Medical College,” said the minister who was accompanied by vice chancellor of 
DUHS Prof Saeed Quraishy, pro-VC Dr Zarnaz Wahid and other senior officials. 
 
It was told that it was her first visit after she assumed the charge as the health minister. 
She said she had passed out from the DMC as a graduate in 1979. Compared to then, she added, the campus had much groomed 
and progressed. 
 
She said she would work for further improvement of the campus by providing latest facilities for advanced medical education. 
The up-gradation of skills and other projects of the DUHS would be carried out. 
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Dr Pechuho said after perpetual polio campaigns there had been no polio case reported in Sindh thus far this year while five such 
cases had unfortunately been reported in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
 
Answer a question vis-à-vis lack of female medico-legal officers, the minister said medical officers (male and female) at the 
government hospitals could handle medico-legal cases; thus there should not be such issues. 
 
Dr Azra Pechuho said she was glad while visiting the DMC where she was happy to see a large number of female students. 
“It shows females of Pakistan have accepted the challenge to be professional while fulfilling their duties at home.” 
She spent some time with students and visited various departments. 
 
She was also presented with a shield as a token of gratitude and memory by Prof Quraishy. 
 
JPMC 
Barrister Murtaza Wahab, adviser to the Sindh chief minister on law and information, on Saturday said Sindh had set examples for 
the rest of the country in providing revolutionary health facilities to its people. 
 
“Cyber-knife is just a single example of dozens of great initiatives our government has taken, which had been introduced first by the 
Sindh government,” Mr Wahab told reporters while visiting the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). 
 
He said every Pakistani could get benefit from the health initiatives which had been taken in Sindh as the JPMC offered complete 
treatment including medicines free of cost. 
 
“The situation has improved here to the level that because of its latest technology and good medical experts the private hospitals 
are referring patients to JPMC,” he said. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 16/09/2018) 

 
PTI fails to reach consensus on new LG system 

 
The leadership of the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) on Saturday failed to reach consensus on the issue of a new local 

government system to be introduced in the party-ruled provinces of Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), forcing Prime Minister Imran Khan to extend for another 
week the deadline given to a special task force for preparation of recommendations. 
 
Members of the task force on the local government system at the meeting, which was 
presided over by Prime Minister Imran Khan at his Banigala residence, remained 
divided over the size of proposed LG units and mode of elections, sources told Dawn. 
They said a proposal for holding local government elections on a non-party basis also 
came under discussion at the meeting, which was attended by members of the 

provincial cabinets of the two provinces besides senior party leaders including secretary general Jahangir Tareen. 
 
PM Imran gives another week to task force as deadline passes 
Earlier while presiding over a task force meeting on Sept 11, the prime minister had directed it to finalise its recommendations 
regarding changes to the existing local government system within next 48 hours. 
 
Four days later when the committee met again, the prime minister was presented with different proposals regarding changes to the 
LG system based on village councils and union councils. The sources said some members were of the opinion that the new LG 
system should comprise village councils with a population size of 2,000 to 6,000, whereas others suggested the system be based 
on union councils in areas with a total population size of 20,000 to 25,000 people. 
 
Those backing the UC-based system at the meeting argued that the administrative cost of the village council-based LG system 
would be very high. Therefore, they said, it would not work in Punjab. They also suggested changes to the KP system due to the 
high cost involved in running it. 
 
A senior PTI member told Dawn that the existing cost of running a union council in Punjab was around Rs12 billion and if the system 
was converted to the village council level, its cost could reach nearly Rs50 billion, a four-time higher than the existing one. He said 
the village council-based system was somehow feasible in the less-populated KP, but it might not work in Punjab whose population 
was nearly 110 million. 
 
The sources said a proposal to hold the elections at UC or village council levels on a non-party basis was also thoroughly discussed 
at the meeting, but no decision could be made as participants could not arrive at any conclusion. The participants were of the 
opinion that the elections of the councillors should be held on a non-party basis to avoid division within the community. However, 
they said elections of the tehsil or district mayor should be held directly and on a party basis. 
 
When contacted, Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry confirmed that the task force members in Saturday’s meeting were 
unable to reach a consensus. He said the prime minister gave another week to the task force members to come up with final 
recommendations. 
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An official handout later issued by the Prime Minister Office quoted Mr Khan as telling the participants in the meeting that the PTI 
believed in transfer of power to the masses at the grass-roots level in the real sense. According to the handout, the prime minister 
said the people could make their own decisions only through an effective and strong local government system. He said the PTI 
government wanted to make the local governments more effective and functional in the light of the experience of its previous 
government in KP. 
 
During a meeting of the federal cabinet last month, the prime minister had constituted six task forces to suggest steps to implement 
the government’s 100-day plan of ‘change’ and introduce reforms in different sectors including civil services and the local 
government system. The prime minister had also constituted a task force to suggest measures for the implementation of the 
planned merger of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
 
The PTI had announced during its election campaign and after assuming power that it planned to introduce a KP-like local 
government system throughout the country for better service delivery. However, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz and other 
opposition parties decided to resist the move. 
(By Amir Wasim Dawn, 01, 16/09/2018) 

 
Women, minorities have minor share of govt postings 

 
 
Of the total 649,176 sanctioned posts in the federal government, only 5.48pc are currently occupied by women and 2.82pc by non-

Muslims 
 
As per the Establishment Division’s statistical bulletin about the 
employees of the federal government and its autonomous bodies for 
2016-17, the total number of sanctioned posts are 649,176, but 78,623 
of them are lying vacant, leaving the departments to function with 
570,553 employees only. 
 
Interestingly, as per the analysis, the actual strength of women 
employees stands at 31,281— even less than the number of vacant 
positions. However, the percentage share of women employees saw a 
significant increase of 34.26pc in 2016-17, as opposed to 7.7pc (23,298 
women employees) in the previous year. 
 
Reluctance to hire women because they won’t continue in civil service 
is cited as one of the reasons for the situation 
 
The bulletin shows that out of the existing strength of 31,281 women 
officers, 1,246 are working in the main secretariat while 30,035 occupy 
positions in attached departments and subordinate offices. 

 
The analysis reveals that among the 1,246 female employees working in the main secretariat, Punjab has the largest share at 
73.68pc (including 8.43pc in Islamabad) followed by Sindh at 12.76pc (4.65pc for rural and 8.11pc urban). Percentage of women 
employees in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) stands at 7.9pc while Balochistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) have 1.93pc and 
1.77pc share, respectively. The Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) cover 1.36pc of the quota and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) 
0.56pc at the bottom of the share. 
 
Of the 30,035 female employees working in attached departments and subordinate offices, the largest share of 58.70pc goes to 
Punjab (including 7.57pc in Islamabad), while Sindh has 13.09pc, GB 16.12pc, KP 7.33pc, and Balochistan 2.52pc. A tepid share of 
1.32pc and 0.92pc is covered by AJK and Fata, respectively. 
 
Talking about the gender disparity in public offices, former federal secretary Rukhsana Shah explained that there was a general 
reluctance to hire women on the posts owing to the mindset that women will not continue work. 
 
The huge backlog, she said, could be reduced by introducing more technical cadres, including food and environment inspectors to 
encourage women joining the workforce. Majority of the female officers (Grade 16 and 17) were working as teachers, psychologists 
or nurses, added Ms Shah, suggesting that the public commission should make the environment more favourable to women. 
Given the increase in the percentage share of female employees in the past year, she pointed out that Punjab was progressing in 
this regard as it had also increased the job quota for women. “Just recently, a woman (Maria Mahmood) took charge as Pakpattan 
district police officer,” said Ms Shah. 
 
However, earlier this year, a parliamentary panel learned that despite women having a 10pc and minorities a 5pc quota from the 
overall share of provinces (excluding merit), around 100 seats of the Central Superior Services (CSS) allotted to minorities and 
women went unfilled in 2016. 
 
According to former civil servant Syed Saadat, women quotas often remain unfilled owing to cultural barriers. 
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Speaking to Dawn, he pointed out that women do well in the CSS and were, in fact, edging out men. “However, there is a hesitation 
to serve on tough postings or in remote towns and the government offices do not have conducive environment for women that 
impedes career progress,” he regretted. 
 
In 2016, the top three positions of the CSS exam were taken by women. Out of the 85 female applicants, 84 were recommended for 
appointments. Similarly in 2017, out of the 111 females — who cleared the exams — 106 were recommended for appointments. 
Distribution of female employees 
 
Speaking to Dawn, former federal secretary and principal secretary to then prime minister Yousuf Raza Gillani, Nargis Sethi, said 
that the number of women at top positions could be “counted on fingers”. 
 
“There are hardly any women for policymaking. And those who are working are only assigned areas like tourism and health which 
limits their scope,” she regretted, adding that more women needed to be inducted into “hard” governance areas like finance and 
commerce. 
 
Talking about the factors barring women from progressing in the public sector, she said it took over 10 years to reach a ministerial 
position. “There are still female officers working on entry grades 16 and 17. As you go up, the number declines,” she said, adding if 
more women were encouraged to pursue and maintain their careers, the overall aptitude of governance would also improve as 
female candidates performed better in CSS examinations. 
 
The Defence division is the largest administrative unit in terms of female employees, revealed the analysis. Women make up 32.1pc 
of the workforce in Pakistan Railways, 14.16pc are employed with the KP Frontiers Corps, and 9.57pc are with the Balochistan 
Frontier Corps. The General Headquarters has 8.0pc female employees. The second largest unit with the most female employees is 
the Capital Administration and Development division with 27.03pc strength, with majority of them working as teachers and nurses. 
The Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, Interior and Communications and Postal Services Divisions have a female share of 
14.80pc, 4.75pc and 3.14pc, respectively, out of their total workforce. 
 
According to the Establishment Division, among the total (1,028) females working in occupational groups, the Inland Revenue 
Service remained predominant having 22.1pc (228) female officers working in BS 17-22. 
 
It is followed by Pakistan Administrative Service (148 employees) at 14.4pc, Office Management (102) at 9.9pc, the Pakistan Audit 
and Accounts Service (94) with 9.1pc, Pakistan Customs Service (87) at 8.5pc, Foreign Service of Pakistan (83) at 8.1pc, 
Information (82) at 7.98pc, Commerce and Trade (44) at 4.28pc, Postal (37) at 3.60pc, Secretariat (34) at 3.31pc, Railways 
(Commercial and Transportation) (28) at 2.72pc, and Economists (26) at 2.53pc. 
 
The Police Service of Pakistan and the Military Lands and Cantonments have the lowest number of female officers (24) at 2.33pc 
and (11) at 1.07pc, respectively. 
 
Non-Muslim employees 
Out of the total strength of 16,133 (2.8pc) federal government’s non-Muslim employees, a sizable number of 14,730 (91.3pc) are 
Christians, whereas 224 (1.4pc) are Ahmadis, 956 (5.9pc) are Hindus (caste), 176 (1.0pc) are Hindus (non-caste), 13 (0.1pc) are 
Sikhs and 34 (0.2pc) belong to the other religions. 
 
Of the total number of non-Muslim employees, Punjab combined with Islamabad has the highest share of minority quota with 10,405 
officers — including 10,114 Christians out of the 14,730 and 176 Ahmadis of the total 224 working in the federal government. 
Sindh, on the other hand, has the most Hindu (caste and non-caste) employees with its workforce comprising 916 Hindu officers. KP 
has the highest number (seven out of total 13) of Sikh officers under its belt. 
(By Ramsha Jahangir Dawn, 01, 23/09/2018) 

 
Undeterred by opposition, Sindh Assembly passes Rs851b budget 

 
The Sindh Assembly passed on Sunday a Rs851 billion budget for the remaining nine months of the current fiscal year, rejecting 

all 113 cut motions of the opposition to reduce non-development expenditures. 
 
Before the general elections, Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, who also holds the portfolio 
of finance minister, had presented a Rs1.144 trillion budget in May, 2018, requesting the 
House to authorise expenditures for just three months between July 1 to September 30, 
this year. 
 
The budget for the remainder of the fiscal year was passed, in spite of serious 
reservations expressed by opposition members, on Sunday. 
 
Sindh Assembly all set to pass 2018-19 budget 

In the development sector, the Sindh government has axed the provincial budget by Rs24 billion, citing financial constraints in 
view of the shortfall in federal transfers. According to the budget document, a total of Rs282b were earlier allocated for the 
provincial annual development program – this figure now stands at Rs258b. 
 
Winding up his speech during the last day of the budget session, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that the 
provincial government was facing a shortfall of Rs59 billion in federal transfers. 
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“The first three months of the current financial year have come to an end and the Sindh government was supposed to receive 
Rs166b,” he told the assembly, adding that they had only received Rs107b. “This is why we slashed our development portfolio,” 
he said. 
 
The CM said that some old schemes from the year 2003 were still in the budget books. “We have made a new policy under 
which 80% of the funds have been allocated for ongoing schemes,” he said, adding that this year, the Sindh government 
planned to complete 956 ongoing schemes, besides the 700 schemes completed last year. 
 
According to Shah, 26 new schemes have been included in the ADP, of which some would be undertaken with financial 
assistance from donor agencies. 
 
The chief minister said that village gasification, a medical college and a coastal highway have been included in the new ADP. 
“We want to save the Indus Delta and stop sea intrusion by constructing the 87-km Sindh Coastal Highway,” he said. 
 
Urban water and drainage 
The chief minister said that water supply and drainage schemes have been launched in urban areas of Sindh, which include 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Sukkur and Hyderabad. 
 
In response to a point raised by Leader of the Opposition in Sindh Assembly Firdous Shamim Naqvi, the chief minister said that 
lining of canals was important to stop seepage and loss of irrigation water. He added that the canal lining funds were used in six 
weeks because the work is carried out during the six-week period when the canals are closed. He urged Pakistan Peoples Party 
MPA Ghulam Qadir Chandio to take all the lawmakers to Nawabshah and show them the Rohri Canal Lining. 
 
At-source deductions 
CM Shah said that in 2016, the Federal Board of Revenue extracted Rs6.7b from the provincial government’s accounts, saying 
1.4 million vehicles were registered by the Excise and Taxation Department. He added that the matter was taken up with the 
State Bank of Pakistan which had stopped the at-source deduction. “Now, they are reluctant to reconcile the account,” he said. 
The episode repeated itself in May last year, when the FBR, in order to meet its target, made a direct deduction from the local 
government’s accounts in the National Bank of Pakistan. “I got an FIR registered against the bank for unauthorised deductions,” 
he said. 
 
Health 
The chief minister said that his government had given special focus to improving primary healthcare. “We have reduced child, 
mother mortality rates, stunting has come down to nine percent during the last five years – this is a success story,” he said. 
 
Home department 
With regard to the law and order situation, the chief minister said that in 2008, it was at its worst across the province. “Our 
police, Rangers and military have rendered a lot of sacrifices for the restoration of peace in the city,” he said, adding that in 
2013, Karachi was the sixth most dangerous city in the world. 
 
Missing children 
On the matter of missing children, the CM said that an issue has been created. There were only eight children who were 
kidnapped in the city and all of them were recovered, he said, adding that “We have 146 missing children’s cases this year”. In 
Punjab, there were 564 cases of missing children by August. We are giving special attention to child protection and urged people 
of the city not to pay heed to false propaganda. 
 
SPSC 
CM Shah said that the Sindh Public Service Commission recruited 6,700 persons, of whom 5,000 were doctors, while 4,000 
more doctors would be inducted soon. 
 
Thar 
The government has given 14 ambulances to Tharparkar. Now, Thar even has a better road network, but it is still a huge desert 
area and more ambulances are needed. 
 
The CM said that former prime minister Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, during her tenure in 1994-95, had started work on Thar Coal. 
Had the Gordon Woo Thar coal and power project been allowed to complete, Pakistan would have not plunged into darkness 
these days. In Thar Coal Block-II, Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company has excavated a 3.8 ton mine to provide fuel [coal] to a 
303MW power plant which is also at its completion stage. 
 
Illegal promotions 
The chief minister said that the illegal promotions made in the past have been reversed. He pointed out that most of these 
promotions were made in Karachi and Hyderabad’s local bodies by those who had crowned themselves kings under the 
devolution system. “This was all was done in the civic centre and the Hyderabad Municipal Corporation,” he said. 
 
Ambulance service 
The chief minister said that he was launching a 1122 ambulance service in the city. In the first phase, 66 ambulances of the 
Aman Foundation were being inducted to the fleet and in the next financial year, the number would be increased to 200. 
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Responding to the opposition leader’s speech, the CM termed his speech irrelevant. He said that Naqvi’s speech sounded like 
he was talking about the federal budget. “He [Naqvi] spoke about the census which is not our subject. He talked about BISP, 
which is also a federal subject,” he said. 
 
Buffalos – a NAB case 
The chief minister said that the PM House has sold eight buffalos for Rs.2.3 million. A buffalo gives seven to 14 kgs of milk twice 
a day. This means each buffalo gives 20kg a day for 365 days of the year. The price of milk price is Rs94/kg. In one year, the 
amount comes to Rs2.2 million if 50 percent expenditures of their fodder are deducted. 
 
“In other words, a buffalo can generate Rs2.2 million per year and you have sold eight buffalos for Rs2.3 million,” said the CM, 
urging the prime minister to change the NAB law, before the bureau launched an investigation over the sale of the buffalos 
against him. 
 
Agriculture income tax 
Agriculture income tax has been imposed in Sindh and “we are giving this tax but there might be some tax evasions which is 
common everywhere,” said the CM, adding that he, himself, had paid over Rs2,547,000 in taxes last year. “This is a wrong 
impression that we are not giving this tax,” he said. 
 
K-IV 
With regard to the K-IV project, Murad Ali Shah said that the scheme was conceived in 2006-7. “We had held a number of 
meetings on the project, but the project was ill-conceived and the land acquisition component was not included,” he recalled. 
“When the project was started, Rs5 billion were sought for land acquisition, which the federal government refused to pay,” he 
added. 
 
The chief minister said that the FWO has been given the contract of K-IV and had been told that there would be no price 
escalation or extension in the deadline. 
 
About his helicopters, CM Shah said the Sindh government owned two helicopters, both of which were purchased in 1992 when 
the PPP was not in government. “We have no papers for those helicopters and we can’t sell them,” he deplored. 
He added said that the Sindh government also has a Jet plane which was purchased in 2006 – again not by the PPP 
government. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 01/10/2018) 

 
BRT, expressway projects, power plant for K-IV approved 

 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday got approved BRT Yellow Line, Blue Line, Malir Expressway, and 
establishment of 50 megawatt power plant for the K-IV project from the Public Private Partnership Policy Board for expediting their 
procedure for early execution. 
 
This approval was given in the 26th meeting of the board held under the chairmanship of the chief minister. Earlier during a detailed 
briefing on the progress of each project the meeting was told that the Yellow Line project was launched by the transport and mass 
transit department under the bus rapid transit (BRT) system and a Chinese firm had signed a concession agreement on Sept 9, 
2016 but was unable to raise financing within 12 months from Chinese banks. Therefore, the board approved termination of the 
agreement and decided to start fresh bidding for the project. 
 
Blue Line 
The process for the project was initiated for bidding under the PPP mode on Feb 12, 2018 and two bids were submitted which were 
opened but one of the private parties has been making complaints which has put the project in contravention. The board constituted 
a complaint redressal committee to address the grievances so that the project could be started. 
 
Malir Expressway 
The Malir Expressway project was approved in the 24th PPP policy board to proceed with investor solicitation. At the first stage, 
RFP was issued on Feb 13, 2018 and seven bids were received. 
 
The parties interested proposed some changes in the project structure, including permission for using Malir riverbed material for the 
construction of an embankment and structures, which is banned by the Supreme Court. 
 
The policy board approved amendments in the RFP for a second stage bidding on the condition of honouring the SC order. 
Pumping complex 
 
The Dhabeji Pumping Complex serves as the backbone for Karachi’s water supply. The outdated equipment along with frequent 
power breakdowns has reduced the pumping capacity of the entire complex by 14 per cent to 450 MCGD from the installed capacity 
of 520 MCGD. 
 
The board approved hiring of technical and financial advisers for carrying out a feasibility study for upgrade and development and 
maintenance of the pumping complex. 
 
K-IV project 
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In order to meet power requirement for the K-IV Phase-I, a 50MW power supply is required. The policy board decided to coordinate 
with the federal government for seeking approval for required gas allocation at domestic gas pricing structure for the 50MW K-IV 
project. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 11/10/2018) 

 
A year and a half on, Sindh fails to implement much-touted RTI law 

 
The Sindh government has failed to implement ‘The Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act, 2017, despite the 

passage of over a year and half since it was ratified by the governor. 
 
The said law was passed by the Sindh Assembly in March 2017 and subsequently ratified by 
the Governor of Sindh the next month. Under the law, citizens of the province would be able 
to seek information from various government departments, who would be bound to provide 
the information within 15 working days. 
 
Failure to provide the information would incur a fine of up to 10% of the basic pay of the 
designated officer. According to the law, the government shall establish the ‘Sindh 
Information Commission’, within 100 days of the commencement of the Act. 
 

Besides, focal persons were to be nominated by each government department and information officers appointed in each district. 
“Instead of 100 days, the government finally set up the commission in May, this year,” said Syed Raza Ali, a civil rights activist, 
who has been lobbying the government to implement the law. 
 
“Neither have focal persons been nominated by any department nor have information officers been appointed,” he added. 
For all the government’s tall claims, Ali lamented, the law has remained dormant. 
 
Proactive disclosure 
One of the best features of the law, according to experts, is the provision for ‘proactive disclosure’, which entails department to 
disclose information on their websites and through other mediums. According to a recent study by the Center for Peace and 
Development Initiatives (CPDI), not a single government department’s website features the Right to Information (RTI) section. 
“There are international standards to gauge the proactive disclosure of information flow on websites. Our research reveals that 
there is four per cent information on Sindh chief minister’s website, nine per cent on the Governor House website and eight per 
cent on Sindh information department’s website. The latter is responsible for raising awareness about RTI law in the province,” 
said CPDI Executive Director Amer Ejaz. 
 
Sharing details from their research, Ejaz said, “Around 33 per cent of information from the Zakat department, 31 per cent of the 
Sindh High Court and 28% of the Public Service Commission’s information is available on provincial government’s websites”. 
The study found that the finance department topped the list of proactive disclosures and had uploaded 40 per cent of its 
information on its website, followed by the Sindh Assembly, which has uploaded around 38 per cent of its data.  “Not a single 
department in Sindh government has met the criteria to put around 50 per cent information on its websites,” study said. 
 
Seeking information 
As per the law, any citizen who wishes to seek information from a government department must submit an application to it. “The 
said application may be made in any form or manner to the designated official.  Anyone who believes that their request has not 
been dealt in accordance with the provisions of this Act has the right to lodge a complaint with the Commission to this effect. The 
Commission shall decide any complaint within a period of 45 days,” the law reads. 
 
Moreover, the Information Commission shall be an independent statutory body, according to the law, with its principal seat 
located in the provincial capital and subsidiary offices in each district headquarters. 
 
“The information commission shall comprise three persons appointed by the government on such terms and conditions as are 
determined by the government,” the law reads. 
 
The commission will be headed by a chief information commissioner, who would in turn be a retired government bureaucrat. The 
other two members would be selected from the legal fraternity with extensive experience in the field. 
 
Justifying the delay 
Asked about the delays in the implementation of the law, the Chief Minister’s Advisor on Information Barrister Murtaza Wahab 
said that there were some issues, but the government had finally notified the commission’s head. “We have appointed the 
commission head and two of its members,” he said, adding that Shahid Gulzar Shaikh has been appointed the Chief Information 
Commissioner, while Syed Gul Muneer Shah and Sikandar Ali Huliyo have been appointed as commissioners. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Sikandar Ali Huliyo, one of the information commissioners, said that there were financial 
hitches which delayed the implementation by a year. 
 
“The Information Commission was notified in May this year, but we had no funds. We approached the caretaker government, 
which was reluctant to take up this issue,” said Huliyo. 
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“Now, the Sindh government has granted Rs55 million and released the amount. We will now hire staff and are looking for an 
office space in Karachi,” he said, adding that all the issues would be resolved within two weeks. 
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 04, 24/10/2018) 
 

SC seeks progress report in three weeks 
 

The Supreme Court (SC) has summoned a progress report from the joint task force within three weeks regarding the action 
against encroachments in the city. 
 
A written order issued by a three-member bench, headed by the Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar said that the Empress Market should be cleared of all 
encroachments in the first phase. The deputy commissioner, magistrate, cantonment 
board and Rangers have been ordered to cooperate with Mayor Wasim Akhtar. 
 
The court also ordered removal of encroachments from the surroundings of Empress 
Market that include the footpaths of Saddar. 
 
Karachi mayor has 15 days to clear encroachments 
The order, a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune, directs the deputy 

commissioners of districts East and South, the concerned magistrates, Cantonment Board and the Rangers to “provide the 
requisite support to KMC for the purposes of removing the encroachments inside and outside Empress Market, the surrounding 
areas (including Saddar) and public footpaths. 
 
SC orders provinces to reclaim ‘encroached land’ 
The court further ordered that the parks of the entire city be restored to their original condition and land grabbing in the parks 
must be eliminated.  
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 31/10/2018) 

 
Sindh govt has three weeks to assess civic agencies’ structure 

 
The Supreme Court-mandated Commission on Water and Sanitation has given three weeks to a Sindh government-notified 

committee to scrutinise the service structures of the civic and municipal organisations of 
Karachi and Hyderabad. Justice (retd) Amir Hani Muslim, the commission’s chairperson, at 
the hearing in Karachi on Wednesday expressed dismay with the Sindh government over 
the delay in notifying the committee by two weeks. 
 
“Three weeks further time is granted to the committee to scrutinise the service structure of 
the departments and authorities referred to in the notification,” the order reads. “The 
commission is time-bound and delay of the nature will defeat the objective for which it has 
been constituted by the Supreme Court.” 
 
The departments include Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA), Karachi Water and 

Sewerage Board (KWSB), Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (HMC) and Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA), a subsidiary of 
Hyderabad Development Authority (HDA). After Wednesday’s order, the provincial government has been given three days to 
issue a modified order with three weeks’ time frame along with submission of the compliance report by the local government 
secretary. 
 
Sindh govt suspends registration of Beaconhouse, The City School 
During his visit to Hyderabad on November 9 and 10, Justice (r) Muslim was displeased to see the state of sanitation in 
Hyderabad. He asked the HMC Mayor Syed Tayyab Hussain to immediately improve performance, warning that otherwise the 
commission will have to review transfer of the HMC’s certain functions to the district administration headed by the deputy 
commissioner. 
 
The commission was also dismayed by the frequent transfers and postings in the SBCA, especially of the officers who are under 
inquiry for alleged wrongdoings. 
 
Water theft 
Meanwhile, Justice (retd) Muslim ordered MPA Abdur Rashid to find a solution to water theft in Lyari in consultation with the 
KWSB managing director and coordinator. He summoned a report in this regard within 10 days. The commission warned the 
water board’s officials about the mixing of polluted water with water from the main line and remarked that if these complaints 
weren’t resolved within seven days, half of the water board will be sitting at home. 
 
Justice (retd) Muslim remarked that at times he has to call the water board officials and tell them to close the water of a certain 
place where water is being wasted. The valve man and engineers are very influential and do not want to work. 
 
Half the skyscrapers in Karachi are illegal: Sindh LG minister 
The commission was informed by Rashid that Lyari receives water from three lines and that 29 illegal connections had been 
removed from Miran Naki to Askari Park. Justice (retd) Muslim asked who was being given this water and remarked that he 
would himself go to see the matter. 
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The commission inquired about the number of illegal connections given in a year. The MPA said that it was not known when the 
connections were given but Lyari’s water has been reduced. When illegal connections were eliminated from the Lyari stream, 
pressure was exerted on the administration by the municipality minister and illegal connections that generate water from under 
the ground formed once again. Rashid also presented evidences of illegal connections in the form of pictures to the commission. 
The commission was informed that many areas of Lyari have been deprived of water for the past two decades. The commission 
remarked that it agrees that the field officers of water board are involved. 
 
KWSB Managing Director Khalid Sheikh told the commission that they had removed many illegal connections in Lyari over the 
last 10 days. Rashid said that improvement has come due to the water commission. 
 
Justice (retd) Muslim remarked that had the improvement actually been made, so many people would not have been present at 
hearing. Sheikh said that issues have increased and that is why people are there, to which Justice (retd) Muslim said that if the 
water board would function properly then the people would not need to come to the court. The biggest issue of the public not 
receiving water is unjust distribution. KWSB’s engineers do not work in an effective manner. If water wastage is addressed in 
Karachi, then 80% of the issue will be resolved. 
 
A resident of Gulistan-e-Jauhar Block 13 presented polluted water in a bottle to the commission. Justice (retd) Muslim 
expressing anger said that it is the KWSB’s responsibility to provide clean water and no excuses will be accepted. To this, 
Sheikh said that the area fell under the cantonment and they were not being given permission to work. The commission ordered 
KWSB to fix the water line of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and adjourned the proceedings till today (Thursday). 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 15/11/2018) 

 
Sindh CM rejects Centre’s ‘high-powered’ body to transform Karachi 

 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that the announcement of a ‘high-powered committee on Karachi transformation’ 
by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf-led federal government was beyond its constitutional mandate and amounted to encroaching on 
provincial authority. 
 
He said that Article 97 of the Constitution clearly stated that the authority of the federal government “does not extend in any province 
in respect of a matter for which the provincial assembly has power to make laws”. 
 
The chief minister pointed this out to Sindh Governor Imran Ismail in response to his Nov 19 letter through which he informed Mr 
Shah about the constitution of the ‘high-powered’ committee for transformation of Karachi by the federal cabinet. 
 
Murad says the federal government is encroaching upon provincial authority 
 
Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry had said that the committee would be headed by the Sindh governor to undertake 
development projects in the city. 
 
In the letter sent to the governor, the CM said: “I would like to state that the Sindh government believes in the supremacy of the 
Constitution and rule of law, and is committed to fulfilling its obligations to the people of this great province, who have reposed their 
trust in the Pakistan Peoples Party. 
 
“I am confident that as the governor you will also remain committed to fulfilling your constitutional role as provided for in the 
Constitution. In this regard, I draw your kind attention to Article 105 of the Constitution which provides that the Governor in 
performance of his functions shall act on the advice of the cabinet or the chief minister, and such advice shall also not be called into 
question by anyone. 
 
“Under the existing Constitutional framework, the executive authority of the federal government is confined to matters in respect of 
which parliament has power to make laws. In this regard, reliance is placed upon Article 97 of the Constitution proviso of which 
states that the authority of federal government does not extend in any province in respect of a matter for which the provincial 
Assembly has power to make laws. 
 
“Having perused the letter, I am of the view that the terms of reference deal with provincial subjects, for which the Sindh government 
has exclusive powers. Needless to say that the notification of any such committee by the federal government is beyond its 
constitutional mandate and is tantamount to encroachment of provincial authority. I will also be writing to the prime minister on this. 
“I remain confident that you will remain committed to upholding the Constitution and supremacy of rule of law and will, in your 
capacity as governor, thwart any and all attempts to subvert the Constitution of Pakistan,” the CM concluded. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 13, 26/11/2018) 

 
365 development schemes launched in Karachi 

 
Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that Karachi has been given top priority in the development regime and 
the Annual Development Programme (ADP) 2018-19 has allocated Rs53 billion against the 365 schemes of Rs218.6b that have 
been launched. 
 
This he said on Wednesday while presiding over a meeting to review the progress of the on-going development schemes in 
Karachi. The meeting was attended by Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani, Chief Secretary Mumtaz Shah, Planning and 
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Development (P&D) Chairman Mohammad Waseem, Principal Secretary to CM Sajid Jamal Abro, Finance Secretary Najam 
Shah, Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shalwani, Local Government Secretary Khalid Hyder Shah, Local Government Special 
Secretary Niaz Soomro, Project Director Khalid Masroor and others. 
 
CM blames NAB, FIA for Sindh’s slow progress 
The CM said that out of 365 proposed schemes, 16 mega projects for the city have been completed in 2016-17 while 17 other 
mega projects were near completion. 
 
The projects that have been completed for Rs6,638.815b include upgrading of Pipri Filter Plant, Drigh Road flyover, Manzil 
Pump flyover, construction of link road from Khairpur Town to University Road, Tariq Road, Mosamyat Road, Hub River Road, 
Surjani to Madinatul Hikmat Road, widening of Sharae Faisal, remodelling of Baloch Colony flyover, storm water drain from 
Jinnah International Terminal to Chakora Nala bridge at the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and Gizri Boulevard and 
construction of storm water drain from Hassan Square to Lyari River. 
 
P&D Chairman Mohammad Waseem informed the meeting that 40 schemes of Rs128,441.255 million have been launched 
through ADP 2018-19 and this year’s allocation is Rs34,476.292m. 
 
Murad Ali Shah vows to restore Karachi’s parks 
These forty schemes include conversion of existing schools to model schools, construction of an education complex, completion 
of college buildings, establishment of Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto University of Law (SZABUL), Bilawal Bhutto Engineering 
College Lyari, SZB Engineering College Memon Goth, Establishment of  Sindh Institute of Traumatology, Orthopedics at NIPA, 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Medical Complex near Razakabad, Extension of Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation (SIUT), 
Paeds Unit at National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD), Shaheed Benazir Bhutto (SBB) Medical College Lyari, 
forensic lab in Karachi, 34 courts at Korangi, rehabilitation of Karachi Fish Harbour, 100 MGD pump house, upgrading of Dhabeji 
pumping station, 65 MGD additional water supply from Haleji to Pipri, revamping of Gujjar Nala, rehabilitation of filter plants at 
Gharo, COD, Pipri of 210 MGD capacity, improvement of main Hawke’s Bay Road, restoration of surroundings of Empress 
Market, establishment of six garbage transfer stations, development of two landfill sites, S-III (Rs3b have been allocated for the 
project), establishment of five combined effluent treatment plants for which Rs7.9b and Rs2b have been allocated, remodelling 
of 12000 Road Landhi, improvement of road from Fuwara Chowk to Garden via the Abdullah Haroon Road and back to Fuwara 
Chowk, rehabilitation of 8000 Road Landhi from Jam Sadiq Bridge to Dawood Chowrangi, Rs1,256m Karachi Neighbourhood 
Improvement Programme (KNIP), establishment of Directorate of Urban Policy & Strategic Planning Unit, Rs2,364.1m Orange 
Line (so far Rs1,129m have been utilised on the project), Integrated Intelligence Transportation System, rehabilitation of Link 
Road from Malir 15 to Memon Goth and K-IV Project Augmentation. 
 
The CM said that his government had engaged World Bank to conduct Karachi Diagnostic Study which led to the formulation of 
Karachi Transformation Strategy. The study suggested the pathway for improving city liveability and competitiveness. Therefore, 
CM said that he had decided to invest in three sectors including Municipal Service Delivery: water supply & sanitation and 
municipal solid waste; Urban Transport: Karachi Circular Railway and Bus Rapid Transit and Urban Policy. 
 
Under the KNIP public spaces, roads infrastructure and city administrative services would be improved at a cost of $98m.  Under 
the Karachi Urban Management Project (KUMP) grants for Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and six District Municipal 
Corporations, capital development grants for KMC and Technical Assistance for development of Urban Property Tax would be 
awarded for $200m. 
 
The CM said that various projects were at implementation stage and some projects were at securing finances and at conceptual 
stage. He added that under the Municipal Delivery Services, five projects were in progress. They include K-IV of 260 MGD, S-III 
to remove 460 MGD sewer for Rs36b; combined effluent plant for five industrial areas for Rs11.79b, establishment of six 
garbage transfer stations for Rs1.66b, development of two sanitary landfill sites for Rs1.87b. 
 
The Karachi Water & Sewerage Board’s (KWSB) Modernisation Project worth $1.6b would be launched and be completed in 10 
years. The CM said that investments would be made in infrastructure and institutional reforms in KWSB and the World Bank was 
ready to support the project. 
 
The CM said that in urban transport and urban connectivity some projects have been made for which funds were being 
arranged. They are KCR of $2b, BRT system, six BRT lines, two MRT lines of Rs850b, Southern Bypass connecting Southern 
Karachi with Superhighway at Kathore, thus providing connectivity between Southern areas of Karachi and Northern expansion 
of city.  The CM directed the Local Government minister to start the work on Hyder Ali Road and Tariq Road underpasses, and 
work on Lee Market flyover should also be started by the end of December. He told the project director that he would be visiting 
the on-going schemes from next week and issued similar instructions to keep follow-up of the schemes being finalised with 
donor agencies for implementation. “We would make the city of Karachi one of the best and most beautiful cities of the world 
very soon,” he concluded. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 29/11/2018) 
 

Court orders respondent to appear on Dec 12 
 

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed all the respondents in the contempt of court case against the K-Electric and National 
Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) to ensure their presence on the next hearing on December 12. 
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As a two-member bench began the hearing of the case, lawyer for the petitioner, Barrister Faisal Siddiqui, objected on the 
absence of Nepra’s counsel, Kashif Mehmood, saying that in every hearing someone opts to stay away due to which the case 
cannot proceed. 
 
He said that entire city continues to suffer on account of unannounced load-shedding by the KE adding that had the power utility 
implemented court’s earlier order, 50% of the problem would have been resolved. 
 
Hindu panchayat bars women from contesting elections 
Petitioner Karamat Ali, in his plea, maintained that KE and Nepra continue to disregard court’s order of May 22, 2018, and by 
failing to implement court’s order they were committing a contempt of court. The petitioner prayed that as unannounced load-
shedding continues to this day, contempt of court proceedings should be initiated against KE and others. 
 
Missing persons’ case 
Another bench of the SHC, while expressing its anger over the performance of police officials and dissatisfaction over the 
reports of Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) in the case of recovery of more than 50 missing persons, directed the authorities to 
submit a report on the next hearing. 
 
Justice Naimatullah Phulpoto, presiding over a two-member bench, remarked that the police reports are based on stories and 
legends. The court expressed its anger over the police officials over the non-recovery of missing persons. The court also 
expressed its lack of confidence on the police officials and the reports of JITs. The court room was filled with the relatives and 
near ones of the missing persons. The court remarked that the government should act with responsibility and all resources 
should be utilised for the recovery of the missing persons. The court said that advanced technology should be used to help 
recover the missing persons. 
 
The lawyer of a petitioner said that his client, who used to work as a painter, was taken into custody from New Karachi. It was 
argued that JITs have been formed since 2014 but no results have been achieved. Another lawyer informed the court that his 
client, Nur Zaman, is missing from Federal B Area since 2015. So far six JITs have been formed but nothing has been known of 
him. Muhammad Younis is missing since the 5th of January 2015 and six JITs have been formed. The court after hearing the 
case ordered the police officials to present the progress report on the next hearing. 
 
Minor’s murder 
A bench of SHC ordered the investigation officer to appear on the next hearing on December 14 in the case pertaining to the bail 
pleas of accused in the rape and murder of a minor, Rabia, in Manghopir area. Justice Iqbal Kalharo headed the two-member 
bench that heard the case. During the hearing, the mother of Rabia wailed and said that her daughter was killed after being 
raped. She lamented that justice was not provided to her till this day and now the suspects have applied for bail. She said that 
she was being threatened to take back the case or else her husband would lose his life. She said that the murderers are 
influential and they had left their home out of fear but these people manage to reach them everywhere. 
 
Rabia’s mother appealed for justice and vowed that she would self-immolate if justice was not provided. She said that when 
justice was provided to Zainab then the same should be done for Rabia. 
 
Justice Iqbal Kalharo remarked that they are sitting here to provide justice and the bail pleas will be decided on merit. The court 
summoning the investigation officer on the next hearing postponed the hearing. 
 
According to police, six-year-old Rabia was kidnapped and then killed after being raped. Rabia’s dead body was found from 
trash. The post mortem report confirmed rape. Mehar Ali Fazal and Faqeer Muhammad have been arrested in the case.  
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 29/11/2018) 

 
Mega projects to be discussed in Beijing: CM 

 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that the Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) of the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor will take up some mega projects of Sindh, including the Karachi Circular 
Railway, Keti Bandar port, Dhabeji Economic Zone, river lining and desalination plant 
for Karachi in its upcoming meeting to be held in Beijing by the end of this month. 
 
He said that the KCR was the most important project, which would not only resolve 
traffic issues of the city but also lift the overall image in terms of urban transport 
facilities. 
 
The chief minister said this while presiding over a JCC preparatory meeting, which was 
attended by ministers Ismail Rahu, Imtiaz Shaikh, Awais Shah, planning and 
development chairman Mohammad Waseem, Principal Secretary to the CM Sohail 

Rajput and others. 
 
The CM recalled that the JCC, in its meeting held on Dec 29, 2016 in Beijing, had approved the KCR, Keti Bandar and Dhabeji 
special economic zones projects for their inclusion in the CPEC. He said these projects would be taken up again as their required 
formalities had been completed. 
 
“I want to give my people a gift,” he said and added that the $1.97 billion KCR project would resolve traffic issues of the city. 
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Talking about Dhabeji Special Economic Zone project, the chief minister said that it was being established on 1,530 acres. “The 
zone is located at the most important location connected with National Highway and close to the motorway. This project would cost 
around Rs43 billion.” 
 
The KT Bunder project would be a jetty in the first phase to be used for coal export and in the second phase it would be upgraded to 
a fully-fledged seaport, he added. 
 
Mr Shah said that he also worked out some other projects and “we may also request for river lining from Guddu to Sukkur to benefit 
from tremendous progress of China in the agriculture sector”. 
 
“I have started consultations with water experts and all the consultations would be finalised within next 15 days so that this project, if 
feasible, could be tabled in the JCC meeting,” he said about the river lining project. 
 
He said that the agriculture project would include change of cropping pattern, introduction of low delta and high-yield crops and 
mechanisation of the entire agriculture system. 
 
Mr Shah said that the river lining would not only be helpful in conservation of water but it would mitigate the effects of water logging 
on the right and left banks of the river where thousands of acres of land was submerged. “This would also save the katcha area from 
flooding,” he added. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 08/12/2018) 

 
Army opposes Safe City project under public-private partnership in Karachi 

 
The apex committee on Monday decided that Pakistan Army would ensure cybersecurity of “Karachi Safe City” (KSC) project, 
which would be re-started in specific areas such as Red Zone, Sharae Faisal and entry and exit points of the city on a pilot 
basis. The project is aimed to secure the city from any kind of crime. 
 
The 23rd meeting of the apex committee chaired by Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah formed an Advisory 
Committee and Core Committee comprising members from all relevant government departments, law enforcement agencies and 
representatives of civil society to devise a mechanism to streamline the KSC project. 
 
The meeting discussed different issues relating to the implementation of the National Action Plan and strategy to fight street 
crime. Adviser to CM Barrister Murtaza Wahan said, “The meeting decided to divide the street criminals in two separate groups, 
those who use guns and those who do not. Those who use weapons would be tried in anti-terrorism court (ATC) while the others 
would be tried by a special magistrate.” 
 
In the meeting, Home Secretary Kazi Kabir gave a presentation on the National Action Plan and implementation of apex 
committee decisions, the police IG gave a presentation on overall law and order situation and Rangers DG briefed the meeting 
on targeted operations. 
 
Rangers Director-General (DG) Major General Mohammad Saeed said that the KSC project shouldn’t be a mere installation of 
cameras but there should be a proper system in place. 
 
Chief Secretary Mumtaz Ali Shah said that the KSC project has been terminated from the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
modality given the concerns over cybersecurity. The meeting directed the home secretary to go ahead with the project by inviting 
interest from NADRA, Pakistan Army and Chinese firms. “We would hand over the work on merit to the best offer,” the chief 
minister said. 
 
Street crimes, terrorism incidents, Chinese Consulate attack and blast at Quaidabad were also discussed in the meeting. 
 
The last apex committee had decided to introduce legal reforms to control street crime. In light of that decision, a law has been 
drafted and submitted to the law department for vetting and review. “The government is committed to eliminating street crime as 
it has busted gangs,” the chief minister said, adding that a targeted operation against the drug mafia, land mafia and their 
patrons was going on in the city at its full pace. 
 
The Rangers DG gave a presentation on street crimes and said that since January 2017, 3,641 criminals have been arrested. 
He gave the overview that 43% of the street criminals hadn’t completed their matriculation. He added that 2,851 street criminals 
were habitual criminals, 648 were drug peddlers, 92 were pick pocketers and 50 were gamblers. 
 
The Rangers DG, talking about operations and apprehensions, said that since 2013, 15,611 operations have been conducted 
and 11,490 persons were apprehended. The chief minister directed the Sindh inspector-general (IG) of police to take 
extraordinary measures to control street crime. 
 
“I am satisfied that today we are discussing street crime in apex committee, otherwise we used to discuss only terrorism 
incidents but this is not something to be proud of,” he said and added this must be controlled. 
 
Madaris, NGOs 
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On the draft law for registration and regulation of Madaris, the meeting was informed that in pursuant of the directions of federal 
government, a `Provincial Working Group’ has been constituted under the chairmanship of the home secretary and comprising 
representatives of the relevant departments such as Social Welfare, Industries, Religious Affairs, School & College Education, 
Board of Revenue Members, Special Branch Additional IG, Counter-Terrorism Department DIG and Intelligence Bureau Joint 
Director. The group has been tasked to regulate registration and conduct inspection of not only Madaris but also non-
governmental organisations and non-profit organisations. 
 
The meeting also decided that the Madaris constructed on the main roads would be requested to relocate from the main arteries. 
However, no new NOC would be issued for Madaris proposed to be constructed on the main roads. 
 
The apex committee was informed that geo-tagging of all the 10,033 Madaris has been completed. It was pointed out that out of 
10,033 Madaris, 2,309 were closed and 7,724 were functional where 547,695 students were enrolled, including 818 foreigners. 
 
Scrutiny of educational institutions 
The security of educational institutions was also discussed in the meeting. Karachi Corps Commander said that scrutiny of all 
the educational institutions operating under public and private sector must be conducted. He said that the regulation and 
inspection of funds, their utilisation and curriculum be conducted. “We have to scrutinise from where they {educational 
institutions] are getting funds and where and how they are utilising them, how many foreign students are enrolled, what are their 
credentials and what is the quality of their curriculum?” he asked and added, “We have to ensure the best curriculum, proper use 
of funds and enrolment of foreign students.” 
 
CPEC 
There are 10 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects in progress in Sindh where 2,878 Chinese are working. For 
their security, 2,843 security personnel have been deployed. Apart from government security, the CPEC projects have been 
provided 843 private security guards. 
 
The meeting was informed that the Special Branch carried out a security audit of CPEC projects. The audit report said that the 
projects have not hired private security guards matching in numbers with persons of law enforcement agencies, district police, 
special protection unit (SPU), army, rangers and frontier constabulary (FC) which stood at 2,829. They have hired only 843 
private security guards. 
 
The apex committee decided to stress upon the management of all the CPEC projects to overcome the deficiencies regarding 
security equipment and security enablers. 
 
Security of shrines 
The home secretary said that the security audit of all 1,899 shrines, dargahs, churches, temples, Jamaat Khanas and Gurdwaras 
have been completed. Some security weaknesses found in the audit have been pointed out to the Home and Auqaf 
Departments. The CM directed the chief secretary that commissioners and deputy commissioners should once again be 
sensitised on the issue of the security of dargahs etc and be asked to invoke the provision of The Sindh Security of Vulnerable 
Establishments Act 2015 for such shrines. 
 
Peace in Karachi is vital for Pakistan’s security, stability: COAS 
On the advice of Karachi Corps Commander, the chief minister approved a plan to develop connectivity of katcha [slums] area 
with developed areas by constructing roads, bridges and providing them necessary facilities such as hospital and schools. 
 
The chief minister, on the advice of the apex committee, decided that rehabilitation and development works would be started 
wherever operations against criminals have been conducted. 
 
The meeting was attended by Karachi Corps Commander, Sindh Chief Secretary Syed Mumtaz Shah, Works Minister Syed 
Nasir Shah, CM Adviser on Law Murtaza Wahab, Sindh Advocate-General, Rangers DG, Sindh IG Dr Kaleem Imam, Home 
Secretary, Sindh Prosecutor-General, CTD AIG and provincial heads of intelligence agencies. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 11/12/2018) 
 

SC orders Justice (R) Muslim to complete his term 
 

The Supreme Court (SC) ordered on Tuesday the Water Commission Head Justice (retd) Amir Hani Muslim to continue working 
till his fixed term ends on January 15. The plea hearing filed by Justice (r) Muslim against 
the extension of the commission’s term took place in the SC Karachi registry. 
 
Justice (R) Muslim was appointed as the head of the Water Commission that was 
established two years ago given the troubling water situation in the province. The Water 
Commission exposed the government’s poor performance on non-functional Reverse 
Osmosis (RO) plants, cramped sewerage systems, and increasing water pollution under 
Justice (R) Muslim. 
 
The commission also exposed the true nature of the big promises made by the Sindh 
government. Despite efforts to resolve these issues, the situation is still bad. The 

commission continued to pressure the government but they kept giving them written excuses. 
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According to the Water Commission’s report, several cities were visited where hospitals and water plants were found to be 
inactive. The people of the province have been deprived of clean water for the last many years. The commission’s efforts for the 
provision of clean water were appreciable but the people continue to suffer. The government’s efforts were non-serious on 
providing clean drinking water, the commission revealed. 
 
Aam Log Ittehad registration 
The SC annulled the notification to revoke the registration of Justice (R) Wajihuddin Ahmed’s political party Aam Log Ittehad 
Party and ordered the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to register the party. 
 
A two-member bench, headed by CJP Mian Saqib Nisar, heard the case at the SC Karachi registry on Tuesday. Justice (R) 
Ahmed appeared in the court and argued that the ECP cancelled their registration despite the submission of 2,000 NICs and 
Rs2,00,000. The ECP had claimed that inter-party elections were not carried out in the party based on which the notification was 
issued. The court declared the notification annulled and warned ECP that in case of any negligence, a show-cause notice will be 
issued to those responsible. The CJP inquired from the ECP representative about the intentions behind issuing the notification. 
The representative said that he only had just seen the notification. The court remarked that the ECP was unable to satisfy the 
court with the reason behind the notification hence it has been annulled. 
 
Owais Muzaffar Tappi 
The SC once again echoed with the name of Tappi. The CJP inquired from the authorities who Tappi was and remarked that he 
should be brought to court with respect and not under arrest. 
 
SC withdraws order banning construction of high-rises in Karachi 
The three-member bench of SC, headed by CJP Nisar and comprising Justice Faisal Arab and Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan, heard the 
case regarding encroachments. During the hearing, a citizen said that the illegal occupation in Shah Latif Town had been done 
by Owais Muzaffar Tappi. A vast area had been illegally occupied and widows have been deprived of their land. The CJP 
inquired, “Where is this Tappi? Who is he? Is any inspector-general or senior officer present here?” The court directed a senior 
police officer to find Tappi and bring him in with respect today (Wednesday). The CJP further said that if the advocate-general’s 
government or any minister has illegal occupations anywhere, then they must vacate them within two days. The CJP turned to 
the Karachi Mayor and directed that any illegal occupation of land with any government officials or leaders should be vacated. 
He warned that if any illegal encroachments are indicated, they will not leave them. 
 
NAB inquiry 
The SC annulled the notice issued by National Accountability Bureau (NAB) regarding the NAB inquiry against a senior lawyer, 
Salman Hamid. The apex court issued show cause notice to the investigation officer (IO) for filing an unclear case. 
 
The CJP expressed anger at IO Qamar Abbas. He addressed the NAB Director-General Farooq Naseer Awan and said, “You 
people are getting out of your limits, you are not ashamed even after the court’s bashing. You disrespect people, is this the tool 
for investigation, has God appointed you for doing this?” 
 
The NAB Karachi director general apprised the court that the notice was issued after Hamid lodged a case without prior 
permission of a suspect. On which, the CJP questioned the bureau’s motive behind starting an investigation against the lawyer. 
 
“You issue notice when someone performs professional duty … you insult people by calling them in. Is this why the Almighty 
chose you? You show them around police lockups and then even the Supreme Court fails to spot them for the next six months,” 
he remarked. 
 
Barring the NAB from summoning Salman Hamid for inquiry any longer, the chief justice said the lawyer could only be sent a 
questionnaire for investigation. 
 
Earlier in the day, the lawyers’ fraternity staged a protest against NAB’s inquiry against Hamid outside the apex court’s Karachi 
Registry. They shouted slogans against the corruption watchdog and were later called in to Court Number 1 by the CJP. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 12/12/2018) 
 

Summary of Rs145m sent to CM for women safe houses, court told 
 
The provincial authorities informed the Sindh High Court that a summary has been sent to the chief minister for allocation of Rs145 
million for 29 safe houses for women in the province. 
 
A deputy director of the social welfare department through a report filed in compliance with an earlier order of the SHC regarding the 
establishment and proper functioning of safe houses submitted that spaces had been provided for safe house in all 29 districts of 
Sindh and in order to make them fully functional necessary funds requirements had been invited from deputy commissioners. 
 
The compliance report further contended that as per reports of the DCs of 21 districts, the safe houses in their districts have been 
set up and fully functional, adding that on an initial assessment, a summary has been sent to the chief minister for allocation of 
Rs145 million for safe houses and each safe house will get a grant of Rs5 million annually. 
 
However, a single bench of the SHC headed by Justice Salahuddin Panhwar observed that initiatives being taken regarding safe 
houses were worth appreciating, but added that the court was unable to understand why the name of safe house was being 
substituted with ‘Apna Ghar’. 
 



42 
 

It said that although, name normally was never of much weight, in these matters concrete initiatives had already been taken and it 
was not advisable to change it since the same may compel to reinitiate the whole process at the cost of public money. Therefore, 
the name of safe house will not be changed or substituted. 
 
The bench also took exception to an admission in the compliance report that the Darul-Atfal (Supervision and Control) Act, 1976 
remained dormant and the authorities said that efforts were being made to make the law fully functional. Justice Panhwar observed 
that the authorities concerned were never expected to have acted like this, adding that child-trafficking had alarmed the world and 
such laws were aimed at to bring at least a hurdle in the way of such evil. 
 
Regarding lack of mechanism for the registration of NGOs, the report said that the sincere efforts had been made to streamline the 
mechanism for registration of NGOs in the province with effective scope of verification and supervision. 
 
About the NGOs and orphanages, the bench said it had already directed the secretary of the social welfare department in another 
petition to file quarterly reports about orphanage houses since the government was bound to ensure that such houses run by the 
government, NGOs and others must be supervised under one umbrella. 
 
It also directed the chief secretary and secretary of social welfare to ask the commissioners and DIGs of respective divisions to visit 
such facilities and file complete details within a month about orphans and destitute. 
 
In October, the same bench had directed the provincial authorities to ensure proper functioning of safe houses after the reports of 
district and sessions judges had categorically said that safe houses were not functional and no proper mechanism was provided for 
smooth functioning of such houses. 
 
The SHC through a judgement in 2016 in the Rehmat Bibi case had ordered the provincial authorities to set up safe houses and 
rescue centres for women in the interior of the province, practically for the survivors of karo-kari (honour killing). 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 16, 28/12/2018) 

 


