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Governing body approves KDA budget 
 

The governing body of the Karachi Development Authority on Tuesday approved Rs7.457 billion for the financial year 2019-20. 
 
The KDA budget was unveiled and approved during the budget session of the governing body which was presided over by Local 
Government Minister Saeed Ghani. 
 
During the discussion, KDA DG told the participants that the matter of dues between the KDA and K-Electric had not been resolved 
yet as the power utility had to pay Rs260 million to KDA. 
 
The local government minister banned the purchasing of new vehicles for KDA informing the meeting that the provincial government 
had banned the purchase of all kinds of vehicles. 
 
He also directed the officials con-cerned to compile reports on available vehicles and submit them in the coming session of the KDA 
governing body. 
 
An allocation of Rs100m was also approved for pedestrian bridges across the city. 
 
Minister Ghani said that it was the provincial government`s priority to make KDA financially stable. 
 
He also directed the KDA officers to utilise their capabliities for the development of the city. 
 
He further said that the auction of plots and new schemes had been included in the budget which would bring financial stability to 
the KDA. 
 
Complaint cell to address civic problems The Sindh government has set up a complaint cell to deal with people`s problems relating 
to local government department.LG Minister Saeed Ghani inaugurated the cell in his office on Tuesday. 
 
He said the complaints could be registered on phones 021-99205904, 021-99205904. The people could also send their complaints 
via WhatsApp (0300-0084296), SMS and e-mail. 
 
The cell will be dealing with complaints from all over the province pertaining to all union councils, union committees, municipal 
committees, municipal corporations, district municipal corporations functioning under the control of the LG department. 
 
Mr Ghani said that that he would himself monitor the cell and if any official failed to address the complaint of immediate nature within 
three days, he would be held accountable. 
 
He hoped that the cell would be helpful to the people in mitigating their problems relating to local governments. 

(By Our Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 10/07/2019) 
 

PM opens housing project for general public 
 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday inaugurated the first housing project for the general public. 
 
The project was launched under the PTI government‘s much ambitious programme called Naya Pakistan Housing Project (NPHP) 
on a piece of land in the Phulgaran area where Bahria Town was already executing its housing scheme. 
 
―The land for the project was provided by Bahria Town on very nominal rates,‖ director general of the Federal Government 
Employees Housing Foundation Wasim Bajwa told Dawn after the inauguration ceremony. 
 
Under the project, 18,500 housing units/apartments will be constructed and given to the low-income group on a mortgage basis. 
Mr Bajwa said 1,785-kanal land had been acquired from Bahria Town for the NPHP. ―Not only the land but Bahria Town‘s 
management will also construct 10,000 housing units in the same area later for NPHP,‖ he said, adding that the cost of the land 
would be retired to Bahria Town after sale of housing units. 
 
Mr Bajwa said the project was being executed in collaboration with Bahria Town under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSP). ―It is 
the first housing scheme launched solely for general public under NHHP as previous schemes, under NPHP, were meant for federal 
government employees with a meagre share of general public with ratio of 70 per cent share of employees and 30pc of general 
public,‖ he added. 
 
Talking about the mortgage policy, he said two to three banks, including the House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC), had been 
engaged and they would provide loans to individuals on easy monthly installment of Rs10,000. 
 
Inaugurating the project, Prime Minister Khan said non-existence of foreclosure laws was one of the biggest hurdles in the way of 
the government‘s housing programme as due to lack of laws banks could not sell out the mortgaged properties in case of default on 
loans. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1493576/pm-opens-housing-project-for-general-public
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Foreclosure is a remedy available to a creditor secured by mortgage to proceed against the property for satisfaction of the mortgage 
debt. However, in Pakistan the word foreclosure is used only in the sense of a right available to a mortgagee to bring the mortgaged 
property to sale to enforce the secured debt. 
 
―We have a huge backlog of houses because banks do not give loans to the people for housing, while in India banks give 10 per 
cent housing loans, in Malaysia 30pc and UK 90pc for construction of houses,‖ he added. 
 
Mr Khan said the government was carrying out the project through public-private partnership because the government itself had no 
money to execute such projects alone. He said that out of 18,500 housing units, 10,000 would be constructed for those who had no 
finances to build their own houses. ―The project will be completed in one to five years,‖ he added. 
 
Prime Minister Khan said the government also planned to convert katchi abadis (shanty settlements) into well-planned housing 
schemes all over the country. ―Under the plan, half of the areas of katchi abadis will be converted into commercial area and half will 
be turned into low-cost apartment to be given to the dwellers of katchi abadis to that they can have their own houses in their present 
locations,‖ he added. 
 
He said the government wanted to give proprietary rights to the residents of katchi abadis for which negotiations were under way 
with some interested developers. 
 
Mr Khan said many foreign investors wanted to make investment in Pakistan‘s housing sector. ―This is beginning of a new housing 
era in which those who could not even thing for their own house will get it as committed by the government,‖ he added. 
 
Unlikely his previous speeches, the prime minister did not criticise the opposition in his address this time. 
(By Syed Irfan Raza Dawn, 01, 12/07/2019) 
 

PM’s housing pledge 
 
Nearly a year after being elected into office, Prime Minister Imran Khan laid the foundation for one of his biggest electoral  
promises: a housing unit geared for the general public hailing from the low-income strata on the outskirts of the federal capital. 
Promising it to be the first of many such projects, the housing scheme will provide space for 18,500 housing units, including  
10,000 fully constructed units and space for people to build 8,500 units on their own. Even though PM Imran again conceded the 
government was too cash-strapped to fully fund the project, the key riddle surrounding the financing for such a massive project 
has been solved. Officials said that as many as two banks have been engaged for the purpose, besides the HBFC. This means 
that the government‘s role will be limited to that of a facilitator and one which provides land for its private partners to b uild the 
projects. 
 
Here is where some of the concerns pop up. Builders in the country do not have the most unblemished of histories. Furthermore, 
a look at the housing projects launched by private organisations in any part of the country and the way they price their unit s will 
show that like any private organisation, builders too do what they do for a profit. Per the premier, the government will be 
controlling prices of the units so that salaried people or others from low-income groups can afford them easily. He also hinted at 
introducing the western format of foreclosure for banks to make lending for properties easy – its long-term effects though can be 
debated and the subprime loan default of the West has not been forgotten. There have been official schemes in the past for 
providing homes to government employees, but this is the first time that a housing scheme has been opened to the general 
public. However, the government must put proper regulations in place so as to ensure that safe and secure houses are provided 
to the people at affordable rates and within the stipulated timeframe.  
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 13/07/2019) 
 

Reviving the housing sector 
 
Prime Minister Imran Khan last week launched the Naya Pakistan Housing Project (NPHP) with 18,500 houses and apartments for 
the low-income group in Islamabad. The land for the scheme has been provided by a major private developer who will also build 
10,000 units through its pocket. The cost of the 223 acre land will be reimbursed to the developer after the sale of the houses. 
 
The government plans to build five million affordable housing units for the lower to middle income groups during its term in power. It 
will assist potential buyers by providing subsidised mortgage loans through commercial banks and the state-owned mortgage 
company that has partnered with the Pakistan Mortgage Refinance Company (PMRC). 
 
The PMRC, a public-private partnership established by the central bank to accelerate mortgage financing, has secured a $140m 
credit line from the World Bank to fill the housing supply gap estimated to be 10m units. 
 
‘A better way to reduce the growing housing gap is to give tax advantages and other incentives to builders and developers. The 
government may continue its NPHP initiative alongside’ 
 
The NPHP plan envisages the construction of houses through public-private partnership (PPP). The private builders will construct 
houses and apartments on either state land provided by the federal and provincial governments for no cost or land procured by 
them. In either case, they will recover their costs after the sale of the houses and apartments. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/482/syed-irfan-raza
https://tribune.com.pk/author/79/editorial/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1494062/reviving-the-housing-sector
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While the NPHP is a noble cause, the question arises of whether the government can achieve its target. They‘d need to build 
100,000 houses every month, which is clearly impossible. To make things worse, the cash-starved government has less money to 
invest in the project and is hugely dependent on private capital for financing. 
 
At most, it can only provide free-of-cost state land to the developers and subsidised mortgage refinance to buyers to keep the prices 
affordable. So far, according to government sources, neither federal government nor provincial governments have allocated enough 
state land for the initiative because of numerous reasons. Even if they do, some Lahore-based developers and builders feel private 
investors might not be interested. 
 
―The government‘s intentions are good but developers and builders like me will stay away from the project. The model isn‘t self-
sustainable as it doesn‘t take economic realities into account. Besides, who wants to construct houses on free-of-cost state land and 
face NAB inquiries for years after a change in the government,‖ said a major developer. ―It will be a miracle if the government 
achieves even a tenth of its target at the end of its tenure. A better way to reduce the growing housing gap is to give tax advantages 
and other incentives to builders and developers – both in the organised and unorganised sectors. The government may continue its 
NPHP initiative alongside, though.‖ 
 
At present, the housing market is said to have come to standstill because of the higher tax rates announced in the budget for the 
current year on construction materials as well as on builders‘ income from sale of houses. 
 
The construction cost has almost doubled in one year and the effective rate of tax on profit from the sale of a newly constructed 
house in the unorganised sector has been raised to 35 per cent. For registered construction companies, the rate is 29pc and the 
effective tax burden on the association of persons (AoPs or partnerships) ranges from 5pc (on profit above Rs400,000 but less than 
Rs600,000) to 20-35pc (on profit above Rs4m). 
 
―The government must reconsider the tax rates on capital gains on sale of new houses built in the organised or unorganised sector 
as it can revive the housing market. It can revive the construction activity, which will support over 40 allied industries and generate 
huge tax revenues for the government.‖ said another builder. 
 
The government should also try to provide interest-free mortgage loans through banks or mortgage companies, charging just 2-3pc 
service charges to assist the industry. ―Instead of providing free-of-cost land to developers, the government should rather allocate 
funds for long-term interest-free mortgage refinance to directly subsidise the cost for the buyers. You will see a massive boom in the 
housing market if the builders/developers are given tax advantages and house buyers interest-free mortgage refinance. It will also 
push economic growth, create millions of jobs and revive local related industries‖. 
 
Further, he said that the provincial governments should allow private developers to purchase land in brown zones, in city outskirts, 
to build affordable houses, since property prices within cities are much higher. ―The housing industry is a very important one since it 
stimulates economic activity and employment. The government should reconsider its tax and mortgage policies to revive this 
sector‖. 
(By Nasir Jamal Business & Finance Dawn, 01, 15/07/2019) 
 

KDA to launch ‘grand’ operation to retrieve land 
 
The Karachi Development Authority has finalised a strategy to launch a ―grand‖ anti-encroachment operation against land-grabbers 
within three days. 
 
Official sources told Dawn on Tuesday that KDA Director General Abdul Qadeer Mangi had directed the officials concerned to 
retrieve all KDA land from the possession of land-grabbers. 
 
They said that a grand operation would be started soon in this regard across the city. The officials said this decision was taken at a 
meeting presided over by the KDA DG and attended by relevant officials. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 17/07/2019) 
 

Supreme Court stays demolition of Sea Breeze Plaza 
 
The Supreme Court (SC) issued notices to the military land director, Karachi Cantonment Board, Attorney-General, Sindh 
Building Control Authority director, Sindh advocate-general and others, while issuing the interim stay order regarding the 
demolition of the Sea Breeze Plaza building. 
 
A two-member bench, comprising Justice Gulzar Ahmed and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah was hearing the review plea regarding the 
demolition of Sea Breeze Plaza located on MA Jinnah Road, at the SC‘s Karachi Registry. 
 
The petitioner‘s counsel argued that none of the reports stated that the building had become weak. NESPAK has inspected that 
building therefore we should wait till it issues the report, the counsel argued, adding that there were shops and warehouses i n 
the building and its demolition would affect 200 people. 
 
Justice Ahmed remarked that a medical centre had to be set up in the building according to the lease. The petitioner‘s counsel 
maintained that they were willing to give the place to Shaukat Khanum Hospital or the Edhi Foundation. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/767/nasir-jamal
https://www.dawn.com/news/1494468/kda-to-launch-grand-operation-to-retrieve-land
https://www.dawn.com/authors/397/the-newspaper-s-staff-reporter
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The court remarked that the counsel didn‘t have any idea about how the affairs were running in Karachi. Here, the affairs are 
different from other cities, it added. 
 
The court restricted the administration from demolishing the building until further orders. 
 
The court also issued notices to the military land director and other officials to submit their comments within two weeks. It also 
sought the report by NESPAK and adjourned the hearing. 
 
Land ownership 
In a separate case, the same bench summoned Katchi Abadis Land Director and Karachi Metropolitan Commissioner on 
Monday over the matter of ownership of land in Kornagi. 
 
The court was hearing a plea pertaining to the ownership claims by the residents and the KMC over public land in Korangi. The  
court remarked that it should be mentioned whom the quarters present in Korangi no. 3½ belonged to. The residents said that 
they had been living on the land for the last 45 years, but the KMC was now forcing them to leave. The challan and lease 
process was started in 1997. 
 
The KMC‘s counsel argued that the land was reserved for quarters of KMC officials. Justice Ahmed questioned what if the 
department of Katchi abadis termed the area of Saddar as a kachi abadi? 
 
―When a property is bought, investigation about it is also done. Would the land on which Supreme Court is constructed belong to 
anyone if it is leased to them?‖ Justice Ahmed questioned, adding that the same was the case with Pakistan Quarters and 
Jamshed Quarters. If the land belongs to the KMC, how were challans issued by the Katchi abadis department, questioned 
Justice Ahmed. To this, the KMC‘s counsel said that a resolution was presented for the land to be declared a katchi abadi, but it 
couldn‘t be passed. 
 
S-III project director 
In another case, the SC concluded the plea filed against the removal of the project director of S-III project after the petitioner 
withdrew the plea. 
 
The same bench heard the case in which the counsel for Imtiaz Magsi argued that his client was removed on the orders of the 
water commission. 
 
The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board‘s counsel maintained, however, that Magsi was removed on the orders of the chief 
secretary, not the water commission. The project cost had jumped to Rs36 billion from its initial estimate of Rs6.5 billion during 
Magsi‘s tenure, he added. 
 
Justice Ahmed remarked that this was clearly a case for the National Accountability Bureau. The court ordered the NAB to 
investigate the case. 
 
Magsi‘s counsel argued that his client was removed from the project without any show-cause notice. The court remarked that he 
should ask his client about the reason. It will only add to your difficulty if the court gave the observation, the court remarked. 
 
Fish Harbour Authority’s plea 
The Supreme Court (SC) rejected the plea filed by the Fish Harbour Authority against the high court‘s decision, ordering it t o pay 
gratuity to a former employee. 
 
The same bench was hearing the Fish Harbour Authority‘s plea at the SC‘s Karachi registry. The petitioner, Imtiaz Jaffery‘s 
counsel argued that gratuity was denied after retirement, while the counsel for FHA argued that Jaffery was a contractual 
employee at the fish harbour. 
 
Justice Ahmed questioned what wasn‘t being done in the fish harbour. People have eaten up billions of rupees, he added. The 
court rejected the plea, upholding the SHC‘s decision to give the gratuity money owed to the petitioner. 
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 19/07/2019) 
 

Low-cost housing 
 
THE right to safe and affordable housing and shelter is fundamental to tackling poverty and improving access to other basic rights. 
Recently, the minister for housing and works informed a Senate standing committee that the country is facing a shortage of 11m 
houses. Housing was one of the highlights of the PTI government‘s election manifesto, setting an ambitious target of constructing up 
to 5m low-cost homes that would largely cater to the ―poor, salaried class and government employees‖, in the words of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. Financed by the private sector and commercial banks, and built upon state land, the scheme promises to 
generate new savings for investment and create employment in the country. Previous governments have also attempted pushing for 
low-income housing schemes, but not on such an ambitious size and scale. So far, the Pakistan Mortgage Refinance Company is 
said to have received $58m from the World Bank towards this effort, it was reported in January, while the countrywide scheme was 
launched in Balochistan in April this year. Although critics have raised questions about the feasibility of the project (there is a glaring 
lack of finances and clarity, they say), it has the potential of becoming a milestone achievement for both the government and the 
people of this country by the sounds of it — if somehow successfully implemented. There is no doubt that the prime minister is 
considered a visionary with unique ideas, but whether he keeps an eye on the messy realities on ground is debatable. Earlier this 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/7895/nasir-butt/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1495133/low-cost-housing
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year, he also spoke about how he wanted to encourage high-rises as they are environmentally friendly and affordable for the 
poorest subsection of society. 
 
However, until speech transforms into action and results, it will be difficult to gauge which direction this country is heading in. Given 
the backdrop of a burgeoning population, a struggling economy, inflation at its highest in eight years, and reports of the most 
vulnerable people being evicted from their homes in state-ordered anti-encroachment drives across the country every other day, the 
urgent need for providing affordable housing and regularising informal settlements cannot be emphasised enough. It is also difficult 
to not notice the anti-poor bias and blatant hypocrisy on display each time the land and property of the wealthy is regularised when 
controversy about their status‘ arises, but the same lawful ‗flexibility‘ is not extended to those born into lesser circumstances. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 20/07/2019) 
 

Balloting for Taiser Town plots held 
 

Computerised balloting for 20,000 plots in Taiser Town of the Malir Development Authority Scheme 45 was conducted by Minister 
for Local Government Saeed Ghani here at a local hotel. 
 
Out of 176,000 people who had applied for the plots of different categories, names of all successful applicants would be officially 
communicated by letters to be dispatched to their addresses along with schedule for payment of instalments of the plot`s cost. 
 
The minister, who was chief guest at the function, announced that successful applicants would be granted possession of the land 
within a year so that they could start construction of their homes. 
 
He said that development work in the new MDA scheme as well as others announced earlier would be visible within next six 
months. The government faced strong criticism after the announcement of 20,000 plots due to past track record of the MDA and had 
to assure people that the development work would be completed soon.-Staff Reporter 

(By Dawn, 16, 20/07/2019) 
 

Bahria Town case 
 
THE Bahria Town case which remained in the headlines for over a year is now out of the spotlight. Apparently, the penalty imposed 
by the Supreme Court on Bahria Town, Karachi, was for their role in acquiring illegal government land. 
 
Interestingly, now everyone has lost interest in the case. The Supreme Court, the media and the government do not seem interested 
in finding out the fate of the decision of the apex court. We, the thousands of overseas and local investors in Bahria Town, Karachi, 
who were sold plots in the illegal land, still receive notices for payment of such plots. 
 
In these notices there is a warning that if the instalments are not paid, the property would be cancelled, while the penalty is 
accumulating on a daily basis. I believe this is a blatant mockery of the Supreme Court‘s judgement. 
 
The very land which was declared illegal and around which a partition wall has been erected is now being shown under Bahria 
ownership and investors are being made to pay. This is the height of despair and disappointment when the publicised judgement of 
the highest court is being openly flouted. 
 
The penalty on Bahria Town is being extracted from the investors either by intimidating them or by luring them into exchange with 
fake new building projects. 
 
The Supreme Court is requested to do some fact-checking on the aforementioned information. Once this is done, the magnitude of 
earlier misappropriation by Bahria Town, Karachi, will be dwarfed. 
 
Name withheld on request 
Bahrain 
(From the Newspaper Dawn, 07, 22/07/2019) 

 
SC irked by construction on Hindu Gymkhana premises; officials summoned 

 
The Supreme Court on Thursday expressed resentment towards the provincial authorities for allowing the National Academy of 
Performing Arts (Napa) to carry out construction on the premises of Hindu Gymkhana and summoned the chief secretary and the 
secretary of culture on next hearing. 
 
A three-judge bench headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed also questioned the construction of new Sindh Assembly building on the 
premises of the historic building of the provincial assembly. 
 
Hearing a petition filed by Shree Ratneshwar Mahadev Welfare in 2014 seeking ban on construction on the premises of Hindu 
Gymkhana, a heritage building [where Napa is located], the bench, comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Sajjad Ali Shah, 
expressed displeasure with the provincial officials and said how constructions could be allowed on the premises of a heritage 
building. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/2677/editorial
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Justice Ahmed warned that the time would come when such constructions on the premises of Hindu Gymkhana would be 
demolished and directed the chief secretary and the secretary of culture to turn up along with their replies at the next hearing. 
 
Sindh Assembly buildings are public places and people can visit them, says apex court judge 
 
Justice Ahmed and Justice Shah remarked that how a new assembly building was raised on the premises of the pre-partition Sindh 
Assembly building and also questioned the manifold increase in the construction cost of the new building as well as over the height 
of its surrounding wall, adding that the assembly buildings were public places and public can visit them. 
 
Justice Ahmed further remarked that the national and three provincial assembly buildings as well as the apex court and high courts‘ 
buildings had no such surrounding walls. 
 
A deputy advocate general contended that the new assembly building was constructed due to an increase in the number of 
provincial assembly members. 
 
Justice Ahmed said that then why a new building had not been built on the premises of the Punjab Assembly building. 
 
The petitioner contended that the heritage site belonged to the Hindu community of Karachi before partition as the gymkhana 
building was established for the promotion of social and religious activities of Hindus, but the government took it over as an evacuee 
trust property after partition. Therefore, the petitioner argued that directive may be issued to Napa to vacate the building and hand it 
over to the Hindu community. 
 
In the last hearing, an additional advocate general submitted that the heritage site was leased to Napa for 30 years in September 
2005 and added that the Sindh High Court had also handed down a judgement in favour of Napa as well. 
 
304 people recruited against 27 posts in Mirpurkhas 
While suspending an order of the high court, the same bench on Thursday restrained the provincial authorities from employing more 
staff in the health department in Mirpurkhas district till next hearing. 
 
When a matter about alleged illegal appointments came up for hearing, a deputy advocate general conceded that 304 people were 
recruited against 27 posts in 2015 in Mirpurkhas and added that since the appointments were illegal, the notification was declared 
unlawful. 
 
The lawyer for the petitioners argued that it would be unfair to send the recruited employees home. 
 
Justice Shah said that jobs were being offered against money and people were purchasing employment after selling their cattle. 
 
When Justice Shah asked what action was taken against the officials responsible for illegal appointments, the deputy advocate 
general said that the district health officer, who made recruitments, had retired, adding that a case was registered against the 
responsible people at the Anti-Corruption Establishment. 
 
The bench through an interim order barred the provincial authorities from making more appointments till next date and directed 
officials concerned to appear along with detailed comments at next hearing. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 26/07/2019) 

 
Property rates 

 
FOR far too long, the country‘s property market has served as a major avenue for many to park and launder their illegal money in, 
as well as avoid payment of taxes. Successive governments have kept away from regulating and reforming the market in the past, 
primarily out of fear of stiff resistance from, and loss of political support of, what many now term as the ‗property mafia‘. The 
previous government‘s tentative attempts towards the end of its term to close the massive gap between the official valuation rate 
and the actual market value of a property for the purpose of regulating the sector fell flat. The government twice postponed the hike 
because of opposition from the beneficiaries of the status quo in this sector ahead of the 2018 general elections in the country. 
Luckily, the incumbent administration has shown a stronger determination on the issue as reflected in the second upward revision of 
property valuation rates in an attempt to bring them closer to the actual market prices in 20 major cities across Pakistan in less than 
six months. 
 
The fresh increase in property valuation rates, which are now estimated to be around 80pc to 85pc of the market price, will help the 
government collect significantly higher tax revenues and deepen the documentation of the economy. Coupled with some other 
initiatives announced in the budget for the present fiscal year, such as the increase in the holding period of a property for recovering 
tax on capital gain, the alignment of official valuation rates with market prices is expected to generate additional tax revenues of 
Rs40bn. These measures are also expected to discourage speculative investment in immovable property, divert capital into 
productive sectors, plug the loopholes used for whitening illegal money, and slow down the rapid increase in property prices. In 
certain areas of different cities, as realtors have pointed out, the new property valuation rates are higher than the actual, fair market 
prices. If so, it is incumbent upon the FBR to carry out a detailed survey of the property markets in different cities to assess the 
actual market prices and revise upwards or down the rates to remove the discrepancies. Such surveys, in fact, should be organised 
on an annual basis to collect the relevant data and prevent the gap between property valuation rates and the actual market rates 
from escalating. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 26/07/2019) 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/273/ishaq-tanoli
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NAB files reference pertaining to Nehr-e-Khayyam land 
 
The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) submitted a report before the accountability court on Friday to inform it that  a 
reference has been filed against Hasnain Mirza and others in Rawalpindi pertaining to illegal allotment of Nehr-e-Khayyam land. 
 
According to NAB, Mirza used a fake bank account and Omni Group chief Anwar Majeed‘s son, Abdul Ghani Majeed, was also 
involved in the case. NAB requires interrogation of Abdul Ghani for this case. 
 
Since the cases against Anwar Majeed, others are being tried in Rawalpindi, this reference has also been filed in the Rawalpindi 
accountability court. 
 
Meanwhile, an accountability court adjourned hearing of the reference against Sindh Assembly Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani and 
others, accused of owning assets beyond income, due to the absence of the investigation officer (IO). NAB prosecutor said IO 
Asif Raza was occupied at the Sindh High Court. 
 
The hearing was adjourned till August 7. 
(By  Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 27/07/2019) 

 
A small village in Bahria fights for its life 

 
In the wake of the Supreme Court‘s March 21 order pertaining to Bahria Town Karachi (BTK), the residents of the villages in Malir 
that fall within the massive housing project say they are fighting an uphill battle to save their homes. 
 
Not far from where three huge granite columns — each one topped with a statue of a black horseman — mark the entrance to the 
upcoming ‗Bahria Paradise‘ section, is Haji Ali Mohammed Goth. For the residents of this village, life has become a living hell. They 
say they are under constant threat of being evicted from an area that has been home to generations of their families. 
 
According to them every few days the police, led by SHO Gadap, and accompanied by Bahria personnel arrive to intimidate them 
into abandoning their homes. The villagers respond by pelting stones and shouting at them to leave them alone. 
 
‘This is our zameen’, say villagers 
 
Among them are Hawwa and Hajrah Bibi, who are determined not to give in. ―They claim they have paid the government for this 
land,‖ says Hawwa Bibi indignantly. ―This is our zameen.‖ The women were speaking recently to a group of civil society activists and 
journalists visiting several goths in the area. Hawwa and Hajrah‘s fury was palpable; it spilled out in their raised voices, their rushed 
sentences, and above all, in their eagerness to share their experiences with a hitherto largely unresponsive public. 
 
The order of the Supreme Court‘s implementation bench, announced on March 21, permitted Bahria to develop 16,896 acres that it 
said were already under development by the real estate giant. The bench had been set up on the orders of a three-judge SC bench 
that, in a searing verdict, had declared Bahria‘s acquisition of land for its housing scheme illegal and ―void ab initio‖. 
 
A few days ago, a posse of policemen descended on the little village along with Bahria officials — one of whom, the women said, 
remained nearby sitting in a black 4x4 with tinted glasses watching the proceedings. This time the Bahria personnel marked several 
houses with a bull‘s eye in red paint, and told the owners their homes would be demolished after Eid. 
 
One of them is a two-room house that Hawwa Bibi has had incrementally built over six years. It is meant to be a home for one of her 
four sons who is to be married shortly after Eid. ―I used my savings to buy cement, bricks and so on, and hired labour from Gadap to 
construct it,‖ she says. ―It cost me six or seven lakh rupees.‖ The house is in the centre of a reasonably large courtyard, to allow for 
an expanding family to add to the original structure. 
 
Hajrah Bibi has a similar story. She too is getting a small house constructed for her soon to be married son. This one took four years 
and cost Rs300,000 to build. 
 
The financial hardships for the village have steadily increased since the real estate developer arrived in the area. ―We had 80 to 90 
heads of livestock before,‖ says Hajrah Bibi. ―Now we‘re reduced to 15.‖ 
 
Aside from a shrinking pastureland, their communal farmland has disappeared before their eyes, depriving them of their main 
sources of income. ―My sons used to be employed by Bahria as security guards, but they‘ve been laid off,‖ relates Hawwa Bibi. 
―Now they [Bahria] tell us to give up our village in return for giving back their jobs.‖ 
 
According to the two matriarchs, most of the men in their families have been forced to look for menial jobs in Gadap and elsewhere. 
Nevertheless, even if their old way of life may be gone forever, they maintain they are determined to fight for their homes — in the 
midst of the thousands of upmarket residential properties coming up around them. 
(By Naziha Syed Ali Dawn, 15, 07/08/2019) 
 

Ban on lease, transfer and conversion of state land partially lifted 
The Supreme Court on Wednesday partially lifted a ban imposed earlier on the lease, transfer and conversion of state land in Sindh 
and directed the provincial authorities to consider the applications seeking lease where the land record had been computerised. 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8754/our-correspondent-6/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1498462/a-small-village-in-bahria-fights-for-its-life
https://www.dawn.com/authors/1361/naziha-syed-ali
https://www.dawn.com/news/1498658/ban-on-lease-transfer-and-conversion-of-state-land-partially-lifted
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A three-judge bench headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed observed that the ban could only be lifted fully after the provincial authorities 
comply with the apex court‘s order, handed down in 2012 for computerisation of land record across the province, in letter and spirit. 
 
While hearing dozens of petitions moved by various government organisations and private parties seeking clarification and 
relaxation of the apex court‘s Nov 28, 2012 judgement regarding a ban on mutation, allotment, transfer or conversion of any state 
land, the bench dismissed another request of the petitioners seeking extension in the 30-year leases on the ground that there was 
no law to grant extension. 
 
The apex court dismisses pleas seeking extension in 30-year lease of plots 
 
The apex court had placed a ban on lease and transfer of state land in 2012 after the land records were torched in the aftermath of 
the assassination of former prime minister Benazir Bhutto and ordered computerisation of the land record. 
 
Over 60 petitioners, including the Election Commission of Pakistan, Pakistan Air Force, Securities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan, some government universities, K-Electric, private firms and others submitted that they had applied for lease of state land 
to set up wind power projects and for industrial, agriculture, operational and other purposes. However, it was not being processed 
owing to the restrictions imposed by the apex court, they added. 
 
Some others submitted that they obtained land on a 30-year lease for poultry farms, farming and other purposes, but the authorities 
concerned were not granting them extension after the SC judgement. 
 
Advocate General Salman Talibuddin submitted that the majority of the land record in the province had been computerised. A report 
of the Board of Revenue (BoR), Sindh, maintained that the land record of all the districts apart from Thatta had been digitised, he 
added. 
 
The bench questioned as to why the land record of Thatta had not been computerised, adding that the ban could not be removed 
until the BoR complied with the order in letter and spirit. 
 
Observing that there were a large number of applications seeking lease and transfer of land, the court directed the BoR to consider 
all such applications in accordance with the law if the record of land in question was computerised. 
 
The bench further said that the matter regarding extension in the leases cannot be entertained since no law had been placed before 
it to grant the extension. 
 
Conversion of graveyard lands 
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday issued notices to the chief secretary, BoR, local government secretary and other respondents 
on a petition regarding conversion and use of amenity plots meant for graveyards for commercial and residential purposes. 
 
A two-judge SHC bench headed by Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi put the respondents on notice with a direction to file comments 
till Sept 15. 
 
The petition was filed by anchorperson Wajahat Saeed Khan, who submitted that the city was facing an acute shortage of burial 
grounds as most public graveyards in Karachi were being allegedly controlled by various private persons and land mafias and the 
common man was being exploited while the city administration remained least concerned. 
 
Impleading the chief secretary, BoR, LG secretary, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Sindh Building Control Authority, Pakistan 
Defence Officers Housing Authority and others as respondents, the lawyer for petitioner, Shahab Usto, argued that the local 
administration had imposed a ban on burials in old cemeteries of the city for want of space while amenity plots meant for graveyards 
in the city were being converted into commercial and residential ones. 
 
The petitioner requested the court to direct the respondents to ensure that all the amenity plots meant for graveyards must not be 
used for other purposes, all the structures built on such land may be demolished and cancellation of conversion of all such amenity 
plots. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 08/08/2019) 
 

CM orders launch of low-cost housing schemes in Khairpur & Karachi 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has directed the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Housing Cell (SBBHC) to conduct balloting of 
plots developed for low-cost housing scheme in deh Lukman of Khairpur so that homeless people could be provided with a roof for 
their children. 
 
He also directed the SBBHC to invite applications for launching a low-cost housing scheme in Karachi as well on 50-acre land in 
deh Nagan on a public-private partnership basis. 
 
The chief minister issued this directive while presiding over a SBBHC meeting here on Friday at CM House. 
 
The meeting was attended by special assistant to CM Nawab Wassan, Finance Secretary Najam Shaikh, SBBHC chairman 
Baqaullah Unnar and other officers. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/273/ishaq-tanoli
https://www.dawn.com/news/1499056/cm-orders-launch-of-low-cost-housing-schemes-in-khairpur-karachi
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Nawab Wassan briefing the chief minister said that the SBBHC had developed 1,647 plots of 100-square yards each over an area of 
81 acres in deh Lukman of Khairpur and these plots would be given to poor families for free. 
 
The applications were invited from poor families and around 4,500 applications were submitted in the deputy commissioner office 
while 2,083 applications were found fit under the criteria. 
 
The CM directed the SBBHC to fix a date for balloting so that shelter-less people could construct their houses on their plots. 
 
Low-cost housing scheme in Karachi 
The chief minister was told that the SBBHC had 50-acre land in deh Nagan, Karachi, where a low-cost housing scheme could be 
established. 
 
At this Mr Shah directed the SBBHC to invite applications for launching a low-cost housing scheme on a public-private partnership 
basis. ―We can give half of the land to private party against which the private party would develop two or three apartment towers for 
government‘s low-cost housing scheme for poor people,‖ he suggested. 
 
Mr Shah also decided to launch a low-cost housing scheme of 600 units in three districts, including 400 units in Larkana, 100 in 
Jamshoro and 100 in Khairpur. 
 
The cost of 600 houses would be Rs269 million at a rate of Rs448,328 for each house. 
 
The chief minister directed the finance department to release Rs2.6m out of the SBBHC fund maintained by the Fund Management 
House. 
 
Relief duties for rains 
In the wake of weather advisory issued by the Meteorological department, the chief minister had assigned ministers/advisers for 
monitoring and supervising duties of relief activities to be carried out in different districts during monsoon rains expected to last from 
Aug 10 to 13. 
 
The chief minister directed them to ensure their presence in the district where their duties were detailed. 
 
The notification issued by the CM secretariat had detailed the assignments according to which Saeed Ghani is to work in Karachi 
East and Korangi area, Murtaza Baloch to work in Karachi West and Malir, Murtaza Wahab Karachi South, Shehla Raza Central, 
Shabbir Bijarani in Hyderabad, Qasim Naveed in Tando Mohammad Khan, Mukesh Chawla in Tando Allahyar, Hari Ram in 
Mirpurkhas, Aijaz Shah Shirazi in Sujawal, Ismail Rahu in Badin, Awais Shah in Thatta, Dr Azra Pechuho in Shaheed Benazirabad, 
Taimur Talpur in Umerkot, Syed Sardar Shah in Tharparkar, Faraz Dero in Sanghar and Makhdoom Mahboob Zaman in Matiari. 
 
Prisoners granted remission 
The chief minister granted 120-days special remission to convicted prisoners languishing in Sindh‘s prisons in connection with Eidul 
Azha and Independence Day to create a sense of goodwill among the prisoners. 
 
The remission has been granted to six different categories of prisoners who would get 60 days on the occasion of Eidul Azha and 60 
days on the occasion of Independence Day. 
 
The categories include all convicts except the condemned prisoners and also except those convicted of murder, espionage, 
subversion, anti-state activities, terrorist activities, (Zina, kidnapping/abduction, robbery, dacoity) and those undergoing sentences 
under the Foreigners Act, 1946, if they have undergone two thirds of their substantive sentence. 
(By Our Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 10/08/2019) 
 

SC comes down hard on NAB for filing incorrect report in land allotment case 
 
The Supreme Court on Friday expressed resentment on National Accountability Bureau for recommending closure of an inquiry 
against the alleged illegal allotment of two acres land, said to be an amenity plot, adjacent to an amusement park on Rashid Minhas 
Road to a foreigner. 
 
A three-judge SC bench headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed came down hard on the investigating officer of NAB for filing a fake report 
and directed the anti-graft watchdog to properly investigate the matter and come up with a detailed report. 
 
In the last hearing, the apex court sought a report from NAB about the status of the plot after it was informed that a plaza was being 
built on an amenity plot adjacent to an amusement park. 
 
On Friday, NAB IO Umesh Kumar Malani along with deputy prosecutor general (DPG) NAB Amjad Ali Shah appeared before the 
bench and submitted a report. 
 
The report claimed that the inquiry was conducted by the combined investigating team (CIT) of NAB and recommended closure as 
the allegations could not be substantiated for want of incriminating evidence. 
 
Justice Ahmed warned of sending the IO to jail for furnishing a fake report and observed that it was the violation of the apex court‘s 
2012 judgment, adding that there were also a number of high court orders about such land. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1499063/sc-comes-down-hard-on-nab-for-filing-incorrect-report-in-land-allotment-case
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Orders inspection of Sea Breeze Plaza to ascertain whether the building is dangerous or not 
 
The DPG NAB sought time to file a detained report and requested to return the report in question. 
 
While dictating the order, Justice Ahmed said that upon the perusal of the report, filed by NAB, it was found not acceptable as it was 
not in accordance with law and court orders, adding that it was not explained in the report that how the land was allotted to a UAE 
national. 
 
The NAB report said that the inquiry was initiated in August 2016 on the complaint of Transparency International Pakistan that 15 
acres of agricultural land was illegally allotted to Nasser Abdulla Lootah in the 1980s/90s in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, 30-year lease was 
granted for poultry, agriculture or cattle farming, but illegally converted into 99-year for industrial purpose and two acres plot, which 
was cancelled in October 2015, was illegally restored by way of illegal exchange. 
 
NAB contended in the report that the inquiry was conducted by CIT and as per the collected record, the allotment of two acres land 
was made in 1991 and it was not in exchange of 15 acres land and payment was also made by the allottee and maintained that it 
was a fresh allotment for residential/commercial purpose. 
 
The report further said that a general order about cancelation of all exchange allotments was issued in 2015 by the land utilisation 
department for the entire province and therefore the allottee, being an aggrieved person, approached the secretary land utilisation 
department with an argument that the two acres land did not come under exchange allotments and asked for its restoration. 
 
Thereafter, the land utilisation department had sent a summary to the then chief minister and after the approval, the two acres land‘s 
allotment was restored, it added. 
 
Inspection of Sea Breeze Plaza ordered 
The same bench also directed the National Engineering Services Pakistan (Nespak) and the Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) to 
jointly inspect the Sea Breeze Plaza, located on M.A. Jinnah Road, and sought report about the status of the building in two months. 
The S.B. Complex Owners Welfare Association moved the apex court requesting it to review its May 9 order regarding the 
demolition of the plaza. 
 
The Karachi Cantonment Board and the technical committee of Sindh Building Control Authority placed reports before the bench on 
Friday and reports said that the building was examined on Aug 7, but it needed full and proper assessment. 
 
The acting chairman of PEC informed the bench that a panel of experts will be provided to Nespak for coordination and assistance 
in the inspection. 
The bench directed Nespak and the PEC to jointly carry out the inspection with latest equipment and come up with a report in two 
months whether the building was dangerous or sustainable. The court also directed the technical team of the SBCA to provide its 
input to the joint inspection team. 
 
Matter about KRC, encroachments adjourned 
The bench adjourned a matter pertaining to revival of the Karachi Circular Railway, encroachments and sewerage issues of Karachi 
for two weeks. 
 
Earlier, the apex court had sought compliance report from the provincial and federal authorities on its order about the KCR, 
improvement of the state of affairs of Karachi, including encroachments, sewerage system, illegal and unauthorised constructions. 
On Friday, the officials of the federal and provincial authorities briefed the judges on these issues in the chamber. 
 
Some of the participants told reporters outside the courtroom that the provincial officials informed the judges that revival of the KCR 
and tram service were not implementable and contended that other mega transport projects would be launched and requested the 
judges to revisit their order about revival of the KCR and tram services. 
 
Besides the provincial authorities, the notices were also issued to the federal finance secretary, the secretary of planning and 
attorney general for next date. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 10/08/2019) 
 

Court directs copy of reference to be provided to accused in illegal allotment case 
 
An accountability court directed on Saturday that copies of the reference be provided to former city nazim and Pak Sarzameen 
Party Chairperson Mustafa Kamal and other accused in the case of illegal allotment of 198 plots. 
 
Kamal, Lala Fazalur Rehman and others appeared before the court. Investigation Officer (IO) Abdul Fatah could not appear 
before the court. The National Accountability Bureau prosecutor maintained that the report regarding the accused who are on 
the run is ready. The accused were sent to receive the notices issued by the court.   The court expressed annoyance over the 
absence of accused Nazir Zardari and adjourned hearing till September 7 while directing that the accused be provided the 
copies of the reference. 
 
Meanwhile, another accountability court directed the witnesses to appear before the court at the next hearing of the Rs462 bi llion 
corruption reference against Dr Asim Hussain and others. 
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NAB witness Dr Shakeel Ahmed could not appear before the court. The NAB prosecutor said that Dr Ahmed‘s sister has died so 
he could not appear before the court. 
 
The court directed the witness to appear at the next hearing on August 24. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 18/08/2019) 
 

Government eyes funds being deposited by Bahria Town 
 
The federal government is eyeing the funds being deposited by the Bahria Town Limited in the Supreme Court for settlement of 
cases pertaining to its Karachi Super Highway project in lieu of payment of Rs460 billion. 
 
―It is prayed that the entire money deposited by the Bahria Town (Pvt) Ltd and held by the Supreme Court may be ordered to be 
deposited in the ‗public account of the federal government‘,‖ said a two-page application submitted to the apex court by the Attorney 
General Office on Thursday. 
 
On March 21, a three-judge SC bench headed by Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed had accepted the Rs460bn offer by the Bahria Town 
to implement the court‘s May 4, 2018 judgement which held that the grant of land to the Malir Development Authority (MDA) by the 
Sindh government, its exchange with the private land of the developer and anything done under the provisions of the Colonisation of 
Government Land Act, 1912 by the provincial government were illegal and of no legal existence. 
 
The land was granted for launching an incremental housing scheme, but the MDA exchanged it with the land of Bahria Town to 
launch a scheme of its own, the verdict had regretted. 
 
On March 21, apex court accepted developer’s Rs460bn offer for settlement of cases pertaining to its Super Highway project 
 
The settlement pertains to the developer‘s super highway project spreading over 16,896 acres and has nothing to do with 5,472 
kanals of land at Takht Pari Rakh, Rawalpindi, and 4,542 kanals at Sulkhatar and Manga Land, Murree. 
 
The acceptance of the offer by the apex court had served to restrain the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) from filing references 
against the directors and officials of Bahria Town. However, in case of default in payment of the settlement amount during the period 
which was reduced to seven years from eight, NAB will be free to file corruption references against the developer, but after prior 
permission of the court. 
 
The application filed by Attorney General Anwar Mansoor stated that the apex court had granted a period of seven years — Sept 1, 
2019 to Aug 31, 2026 — for payment of the entire settlement amount to the Supreme Court. It said the Bahria Town had already 
furnished Rs25bn, adding that after the first instalment of Rs2.5bn, the balance payment was required to be made in 36 equal 
monthly instalments with four per cent mark-up charged annually with effect from Sept 1, 2023. 
 
―On account of the fact that money has been deposited or is liable to be deposited in the Supreme Court of Pakistan, the said 
amount is liable to be credited to the public account of the federation, notwithstanding what purposes the money is obtained or 
deposited for,‖ the application said, explaining that Article 78 of the Constitution referred to in generic terms ―all other money‖, which 
encompassed the deposit being made by the Bahria Town. 
 
As per the provision of Article 78(2)(b) of the Constitution, any money received by or deposited in the Supreme Court is liable to be 
credited to the ―public account of the federation,‖ the application explained. 
 
Article 78 (1) states that all the revenues received by the federal government, all loans raised by that government and all moneys 
received by it in repayment of any loan, shall form part of a consolidated fund, to be known as the federal Consolidated Fund. Article 
78(2) of the Constitution says that all other moneys received by or on behalf of the federal government or (b) received by or 
deposited with the Supreme Court or any other court established under the authority of the federation shall go to the federal 
account. 
(By Nasir Iqbal Dawn, 01, 23/08/2019) 
 

The cost of unplanned urbanisation 
 
This summer the country again witnessed scorching hot weather while every year new records of high temperatures are set. 

Drought conditions have further aggravated the situation in arid areas, including Tharparkar. The 
much-awaited rainfall in the last week of July on the one hand reduced the temperature to some 
extent while on the other caused urban flooding in Hyderabad and Karachi. This time, Hyderabad 
was the worst affected. A heavy downpour caused flooding in various parts of Hyderabad, 
including Latifabad and Qasimabad. Rainwater accumulated in all low-lying areas and along the 
main arteries of the city. The Met Office recorded 188mm of rain in less than 16 hours. As a 
result, people were restricted to their homes and life came to a standstill. Various civic agencies 
— including Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (HMC), Hyderabad Development Authority (HDA), 
Hyderabad Electric Supply Company (HESCO), Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) and the 

district administration — kept pointing fingers at each other instead of responding to the emergency situation. 
 
Hyderabad in general and its Qasimabad taluka in particular is a classic example of unplanned urbanisation with haphazard 
growth in the construction sector. Over the years, ill-planned construction over natural waterways has brought everything to the 



Housing   URC

 

  
Page 13 

 
  

brink of devastation. Hyderabad has seen mushroom growths in residential and commercial schemes which were undertaken 
without a comprehensive master plan, land use plan and zoning — prerequisites for any developmental work. Lands allocated to 
parks, including amenity plots, have been encroached in turn depriving citizens of recreational facilities. Acquisition of agriculture 
and pasture for housing has also altered land use pattern. 
 
According to a World Bank report titled ―South Asia‘s Hotspots‖, the Sindh province is the most vulnerable hotspot — areas 
where climate change will adversely affect living standards — followed by Punjab. ―Changes in average weather will add another 
dimension to the future growth of Sindh, given its high vulnerability,‖ it reads. 
 
Climate change is no longer a distant possibility but a current reality. Global temperatures have recorded unprecedented 
increases and so is the case in Pakistan. The length and timing of seasons are changing. The frequency and severity of floods  
and cyclones accompanied by rising sea levels are increasing. In short, climate change has become one of the defining 
challenges of this century. 
 
Resilience is the ability of a system to withstand stresses while maintaining its form and function. Resilience of cities the refore 
depends on the ability to maintain essential assets and ensure access to services and functions that support the needs of 
citizens and businesses. It is evident from the recent rains that infrastructure of urban areas is not climate resilient which can be 
defined as the ability to adapt, reorganise and evolve to improve the sustainability of the systems for future climate change 
impacts. Urban flooding has become a recurring phenomenon for which concerned departments are not prepared to respond 
effectively. Today, almost all cities and towns of Sindh are devoid of master plans and town planning principles. The effects of 
unplanned urbanisation have proved to be detrimental to the citizens of the province. Our response to any disaster is a react ive 
myopic solution. Hence symptomatic treatment will not improve the condition of an ailing system. Only a long-term sustainable 
system would address the complex problems of unplanned urbanisation. 
 
It is high time for us to completely rethink developmental paradigms of cities to encourage environment-friendly and sustainable 
development practices. We cannot afford to have super-structures based on the usual capitalistic model. It is imperative that 
adequate green spaces and facilities like rain gardens, retention basins, and detention ponds are developed that capture 
rainwater and allow it to filter underground. The immediate necessity is of ecologically conscious urban planners.  
(By Nasir Ali Panhwar The Express Tribune, 16, 23/08/2019) 
 

The orphan city 
 
There are many grandiloquent epithets used for Karachi, seemingly right out of a tourist guide. These include the city of lights, the 

city by the sea, the economic hub of Pakistan etc, etc. However, over the past couple of 
weeks, more than anything else, it has become the city of overflowing sewers and mounds of 
garbage. Perhaps, then, Karachi should be renamed the orphan city, as there is obviously no 
one to care for it. 
 
Cleanliness is half of faith, we have been told since we were toddlers. Unfortunately, the 
impact of this wise maxim has not sunk in where society as a whole is concerned, especially 
where our rulers and administrators are concerned. 
 

The shantytowns and hovels of the poor in Karachi have always been neglected where hygiene and sanitary conditions go. But now 
the monstrous wave of filth has touched the shores of the middle class, as well as the mansions of the rich. 
 
In a strange twist of faith, following moderate to heavy rains combined with the Eidul Azha celebrations last week, the already 
creaky sanitation system of the city collapsed completely, as rainwater mixed with sewage entered homes, and the toxic stench of 
garbage mixed with offal created a deadly combo that made it hard to breathe. 
 
There seemed to be no area in the city free from this menace, as main roads as well as quiet side streets were all affected. It would 
be interesting to see what a first-time visitor to Karachi would have thought of the pathetic state of this city. ‗Is this how these people 

live?‘ he or she would ask themselves. ‗Amid piles of garbage, swarms of flies and puddles of 
sewage?‘ 
 
And who is to be held responsible for this fiasco? The high and mighty of this nation are, of 
course, busy blaming each other. 
The PPP-led provincial government, which runs the solid waste and water boards, quickly 
absolved itself of all blame while the MQM-led city administration pointed the finger towards 
CM House. The PTI, which sits in the Centre, launched a cavalier clean-up operation of its 
own. So did the Sindh government, apparently to counter the PTI move. 

 
But where are the results? 
To the common citizen, all of this seems like eyewash and political point-scoring. Finally, the prime minister had to take notice of this 
grotesque situation, when, on Friday, he called for measures to address Karachi‘s sanitation situation. 
 
Is this what we have come to? Does it have to take the prime minister of Pakistan to issue a call to arms to take action concerning 
an issue the local councillor, or at the most the local parliamentary assembly member, should be dealing with? For millions of 
ordinary Karachiites sick of the prevailing filth they have been forced to live in, only one question must have been on their minds: is 
this our fate? 
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(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 25/08/2019) 
 

Expert terms mapping vital for city planning 
 
 ―Planning of cities depends on mapping,‖ said Arif Hasan, architect, urban planner and chairman of the Urban Resource Centre 

(URC), during a lecture on the ‗Art of mapping and its significance‘ at the certificate 
distribution ceremony of the sixth batch of URC‘s Community Architect Training 
Programme at their office on Tuesday. 
 
Besides looking at the uses of mapping, the lecture included how mapping unfolds 
potentials and empowers, what is happening with mapping in Pakistan, if Karachi has a 
detailed map or a drainage plan to show the blockages and areas that flood occasionally 
due to the blockages and how maps help resolve community and city issues. 
 
It was explained that various utilities such as the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board had 
maps but they have not been updated after 1992. But a city, any city, cannot run without 

maps that tell you about its water supply, drainage system, sewerage lines, the city density, etc. There needs to be a map for 
everything and it needs to be updated regularly though sadly it has not been happening in the local governments. 
 
―There are big buildings coming up all over the city and as they come up the city density increases too. But how to know about it 
without mapping? If you want your city to improve and run better, you need maps for every union council,‖ Arif Hasan pointed out. 
‘Maps for everything need to be updated regularly’ 
 
―You need to plan land use or any up-gradation of the city, which, again, is not possible with a survey or mapping unit. Had there 
been such units, all of you young architects and engineers here would also have found employment,‖ he added smiling. 
 
―The maps of every area should point out the water and sewerage lines, where the city waste is collected, where the hospitals, 
schools and other amenities are located, or are supposed to be located. Up until 1982, there were such maps made by the 
councillors for which they were getting funding too. The maps showed where there was work needed,‖ he said, adding that an 
overview or survey was needed here again. 
 
―We had earlier got some 40 students to document goths. They enjoyed the work as it also involved their mingling with the locals,‖ 
he said. He added that such surveyors can help non-governmental organisations in collecting data about where people needed 
health facilities. Meanwhile, various utilities, too, can make use of surveyors. ―And if there is going to be a new master plan for 
Karachi, you can work on documentation for that as well,‖ he said. 
 
―The major issue today in Karachi is flooding after a little rain. Your storm drains are choked due to plantation on them or because of 
colonies built on them. There is nowhere for the water to go. Then the katchi abadis here are also built below the water level. There 
is water around the Northern Bypass. At Mai Kolachi there is the Soldier Bazaar nullah unable to flow out freely. The KPT Officers 
Society is blocking the nul lah route too by making it too narrow. At Machhar Colony you see trucks coming to dump all the garbage 
in the way to the sea, creating a landfill over which people are building their homes. When it rains in DHA, the storm drains built 
there experience backwash during high tide making those drains quite useless. 
 
―All these problems would not have been there had the city maps been updated. So even if the nullahs are cleared, there is going to 
be a problem,‖ he said. 
 
About the issue with construction of residential areas, he said that katchi abadis earlier used to have just one- or two-storey high 
buildings, which have now added more floors to make them five- to seven-storey high while the lanes are as narrow as they were 
before making the area congested and very hot. ―There is no fresh air or cross ventilation there. In order to open up that area you, 
again, need maps,‖ he said. 
 
―Yes, the Internet and Google Maps has helped with maps now. But that technology still cannot help you talk to the people living in 
an area. For that you need to move around and talk to them yourself to know about their issues and how improvements there can be 
made to help better their lives,‖ he concluded. 
 
Earlier, Mohammad Toheed, urban planner, senior research associate at Karachi Urban Lab at the Institute of Business 
Administration and visiting lecturer at NED University, said that URC offers free courses to students who cannot pay for extra 
courses, but who want to improve their knowledge and skills. ―Some 100 students have already benefited from learning AutoCAD, 
mapping, surveying using Google Earth and the Geographical Information System to study drainage, city density and transport 
issues.‖ 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 16, 28/08/2019) 
 

Abuse of authority: Approved. No, wait. Not approved! 
 
The Sindh Universities and Boards Department, it appears, tried to use the chief secretary‘s leave of absence to its advantage to 
replace the current chairman of the Board of Secondary Education Karachi (BSEK) on ‗medical grounds‘.  
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Arguing that the BSEK Chairman Dr Saeeduddin was unfit for the post on account of being a cardiac patient, Universities and 
Boards Secretary Riazuddin Qureshi managed to obtain approval for a summary calling for the former‘s dismissal, Chief 
Secretary Mumtaz Ali Shah told The Express Tribune. 
 
―I was utterly astounded when I found out that a summary seeking the BSEK chairman‘s dismissal had been sent to the Chief 
Minister House,‖ he said. 
 
The attempt to sack Dr Saeeduddin was thwarted, however, after Shah took notice of the development while still on leave. The 
chief secretary said he re-sent the summary to the CM House with an advisory note, urging ‗further deliberation‘. 
 
On taking up the matter again, the chief minister decided to reject the summary calling for the BSEK chairman‘s dismissal, CM 
House sources said. 
 
In his summary — a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune– Universities and Boards Secretary Qureshi proposed 
temporarily appointing Sindh Trade Testing Board Chairman Muzaffar Ali Bhutto in Dr Saeeduddin‘s stead. Muzaffar, Qureshi 
recommended, should head BSEK till a permanent chairman is appointed — a process that would have taken nearly three 
months. 
 
―When I asked the universities and boards secretary why he recommended Muzaffar Ali Bhutto as Dr Saeeduddin‘s replacement, 
he claimed he did so under the chief minister‘s instructions,‖ Chief Secretary Shah said. The chief minister, however, denied 
ever issuing such an order, he added. 
 
Qureshi, in his summary, insisted that, ―Chairman, Board of Secondary Education Karachi Professor Dr Saeeduddin, who has 
completed three years of his tenure, has undergone bypass surgery and needs time to recover.‖ 
 
―Hence, he cannot serve the committee with his utmost capacity,‖ he wrote, referring to the 1972 Boards Ordinance which 
authorises the controlling authority to make alternative arrangements if the chairperson‘s post is left vacant due to leave, illness 
or other reasons. 
 
Interestingly, Sindh Board of Technical Education (SBTE) Chairman Dr Masroor Sheikh also underwent cardiac surgery a few 
days after Dr Saeeduddin‘s surgery three months ago, sources told The Express Tribune. Both officials are healthy and have 
been carrying out their assigned duties, they said. 
 
Sources also pointed out that around the same time the summary arguing for his dismissal was sent to the chief minister, Dr 
Saeeduddin, in his capacity as IBCC Sports Committee chief, was in Baku, Azerbaijan, accompanying a Pakistani students‘ 
hockey team. His leave in this regard was approved by none other than the universities and boards secretary himself, they s aid. 
Chief Secretary Shah said he left to perform Hajj around that time as well. 
 
Meanwhile, the posts of examination secretaries and controllers in all three boards have been vacant for the last five years with 
only written tests of candidates conducted so far, sources said. According to them, certain candidates doubted the transparency 
of the tests and took the matter to court, where it remains pending to date. 
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 05, 29/08/2019) 
 

Bahria settlement dues 
 
NO individual or organisation pronounced guilty of a crime should be able to profit from it. 
 
Recent developments in the Bahria Town Karachi case present a situation where the possibility of precisely such a travesty of 
justice can arise. 
 
On Wednesday, the Sindh government submitted an application to the Supreme Court, asking that the amount due from Bahria 
Town as settlement for 16,896 acres of government land, illegally acquired in district Malir for its housing project in Karachi, be 
deposited in the provincial account. 
 
In March, the Supreme Court‘s implementation bench accepted the real estate developer‘s offer to pay Rs460bn over seven years 
in order to acquire the rights to the land. 
 
The Sindh government in its application assured the apex court it would use the money for its development projects in a transparent 
manner under a committee appointed by the chief minister. 
 
Some days ago, the federal government filed a similar application, except this one asked that the money be deposited in its public 
account. A tussle seems to be shaping up between the centre and the Sindh government: after all, Rs460bn — nearly $3bn — is 
nothing to sneeze at. 
 
While Sindh appears to have a justifiable claim to proceeds from the settlement of land within its jurisdiction, it is instructive to revisit 
the Supreme Court‘s May 4, 2018 verdict. The judgement took several government bodies to task for colluding with Bahria in its 
wholesale theft of state land; for instance, it denounced the Malir Development Authority‘s role as ―a brazen betrayal of the trust of 
the state and the people‖ and that of the provincial government as a ―collaborator‖. In short, it made no bones about what it 
described as a ―backdoor understanding‖ between Bahria and the relevant authorities. Therefore, if the court does give the money to 
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Sindh, it must ensure an ironclad monitoring mechanism so that the funds can be transparently disbursed, in part to investors, and 
for various development projects. 
 
The question as to where the money is spent merits careful consideration. 
 
In 2015, the Sindh government earmarked over 14,000 acres in Malir for low-cost housing. Instead, as we now know, many of its 
functionaries immersed themselves in facilitating a for-profit housing project. Giving concrete shape to those ‗planned‘ low-housing 
schemes, of which there is a dire shortage all across the country, thus seems a logical option. 
 
Lastly, amid all the talk of third-party interest — meaning the investors in BTK — in the subject land, the rights of the indigenous 
communities who have lived there for generations have gone virtually unacknowledged. Their assent was neither sought nor freely 
given in the ‗sale‘ of their small patches of agricultural land, and they must be adequately compensated. However, one may well 
ask, what is fair compensation for being driven from one‘s land that provided both shelter and livelihood? 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 30/08/2019) 
 

Karachi coastline to be placed under CDA jurisdiction 
 
For the first time, Karachi will be legally included in the jurisdiction of the ‗Coastal Development Authority‘ (CDA) of Sindh. To 
this effect, the provincial government introduced a bill on Monday to add Karachi‘s coastline to the authority‘s jurisdiction, which 
now extends to the coastal areas of whole province. 
 
According to officials, the CDA was formulated in 1994 for the development, improvement and beautification of the coastal areas 
of Thatta, Badin and Sujawal districts. There was no mention of Karachi. ―I was surprised when I looked at the Coastal 
Development Authority Act 1994 and the authority‘s jurisdiction. As per the law, the coastal areas comprise the coast of Thatta, 
Badin and Sujawal. We brought this issue in the last cabinet meeting and submitted the bill in the assembly,‖ Sindh Chief 
Minister‘s adviser on the environment, Barrister Murtaza Wahab told The Express Tribune. 
 
As the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Mukesh Kumar Chawla was not present in the house, the bill was moved by Energy 
Minister Imtiaz Sheikh and is likely to be passed in the next session. 
 
The coastal belt of Pakistan stretches 1,050 kilometres and falls only in Balochistan and Sindh. Balochistan occupies 70 per cent 
or 700 kilometres and Sindh‘s coast line is spread over 350kms. Despite its shorter area, Sindh‘s coast is rich in terms of f ish 
resources because of 17 creeks in the Indus Delta.  ―We, the fishermen, consider Korangi Creek as first creek and the last one is 
Sir Creek,‖ explained Mohammad Ali Shah, chairperson of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum. 
 
The irony is that even after 25 years of its existence, the coastal development authority has not  managed to bring about any 
improvements in infrastructure along the coastline. ―I don‘t see any development and beautification of the coast. The authori ty is 
only on paper,‖ lamented Shah. 
 
When questioned, Wahab said that they have devised a plan to develop the coastline. ―After including Karachi in the coastal 
belt, we will launch many schemes and start plantation drives with other development schemes,‖ he said, adding that the Sindh  
government has already set the Guinness World Record by planting over one million mangroves in 24 hours near Keti Bunder in 
Thatta district. 
 
Sindh Assembly prorogued, finally 
After running the show for 80 days, Sindh Assembly speaker Agha Siraj Durrani prorogued the session which started on June 
12. It was the longest session in the assembly‘s history, which continued with gaps of several days, following the arrest of 
Durrani and PPP MPA Faryal Talpur by the National Accountability Bureau. 
 
Earlier, as the session started with the speaker in the chair, PPP MPA Zulfiqar Shah raised the issue of production order of 
PPP‘s jailed MPA Faryal Talpur. ―Mr Speaker, you have issued the production orders and this house has also adopted resolution 
on it, but the NAB and federal government authorities are not implementing it.‖ 
 
Delivering a fiery speech, Shah dispelled the rumours that there was a ‗forward block‘ forming within the PPP. ―Those who are 
fanning rumours about in-house changes live in fool‘s paradise,‖ he said, adding that the PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and 
Faryal Talpur are seriously ill and proper medication is not being provided to him. ―We will hold the PTI government accountable 
if something happens to him,‖ he said. PTI MPA Khurrum Sher Zaman raised issue of water and sanitation in his constituency 
and lashed out at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the local government department and provincial government for 
failing to redress the same. 
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 05, 03/09/2019) 
 

Sindh govt set to offer land to private entities for ‘green spaces’  
 
The Sindh government has invited individuals and organisations to make ‗green spaces‘ — an area of grass, trees, or other 
vegetation set apart for recreational or aesthetic purposes — across the province by utilising lands available with the public health 
and rural development department, officials said on Tuesday. 
 
―We have lands available at our schemes in almost every district of Sindh where we have planned to invite interested individuals 
and organisations to create green spaces there,‖ Public Health Engineering Secretary Roshan Ali Shaikh told Dawn. 
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He said there were thousands of such spaces available with the department that could offer the public to have green places in their 
areas, which were already very scarce in the province. 
 
―This scheme could help our people to have gardens in their midst as well as improve our overall environment,‖ he said. 
 
He added the organisations included non-governmental and village development organisations, philanthropists, and local and 
multinational companies. ―We intend to convert the bigger sites into beautifully planned gardens or picnic spots for the communities 
with education and awareness facilities on environment, plantation and water conservation.‖ 
 
Public health engineering dept will give pieces of land in 25 districts for three years without any charges 
 
Project Director Raja Tariq Chandio said the department had more than 5,000 such sites where such green spaces could be 
developed. 
 
He said the water supply schemes of the department, which included the reverse-osmosis (RO) plants, ultra-filtration (UF) plants 
and drainage installations, etc, were being run by them and they had ample spaces offering for developing green spaces. 
 
―Thousands of such spaces are available with us ranging from 200 yards to as large as up to 100 acres,‖ said Mr Chandio. 
 
He said individuals with reputation and history of working in environmental activities and organisations showing the same desire to 
make Sindh green would be handed those spaces for planting of trees and curating soothing gardens. 
 
―These organisations and individuals will do all this without capitalising on it commercially with the precondition that they would have 
no ownership of the pieces of land given to them for greening areas,‖ he added. 
 
Officials said the department had made it clear that those spaces would be handed to the interested parties initially for three years 
with no permission for using them for commercial purposes i.e. fixing entry fees for general public or allowing any companies to 
erect their advertisement hoardings, etc, in and around it. 
 
―These areas will remain public places where entertainment-starved people could arrive with their families and enjoy with the nature 
free of charges,‖ said Mr Shaikh. 
 
Another official said influential individuals would not be encouraged to get those places. Instead, ―we will first check the credentials 
of those applying and could only consider them if they have worked in this field before‖. 
 
Besides, the places would be handed over for three years and the department could get them back as per conditions in the 
memoranda of understanding and would manage it either by itself or hand it to other parties. 
 
Officials said apart from the land, the department would provide a watchman and water supply to the interested parties. However, 
those individuals or organisations would have to invest in designing those places and provision of seeds and plants by their own 
means. 
 
And, they added, the department would, by no means, reimburse anything to the lessee once the time of contract lapsed or any of 
the two parties cancelled the agreement. 
 
Officials said the PHE department had such pieces of land in 25 out of 29 districts of Sindh. 
 
In Karachi, they added, the department had schemes in the rural fringes of the city in its West and Malir districts where those green 
spaces would be developed. 
 
Besides, they said, the PHE department had schemes in the rest of 23 districts of Sindh. 
 
They added that the forest department had also been requested to provide technical assistance to the PHE department to make the 
scheme success. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 15, 04/09/2019) 
 

Husband, wife killed as roof of house collapses 

The roof of Devi Bai Building in Machi Miani Market, Kharadar, collapsed on Tuesday night. A husband and wife, identified as 
Muhammad Akram, 35, and Nazia, 30, who were residing in the building were crushed to death 
under the debris while their daughters were rescued in time. Police said that the family was living 
there, despite the fact that the building had been declared dangerous. 
 
Ambulances, fire tenders and police personnel reached the site after receiving information.  
 
Edhi volunteers rescued two girls who were trapped under a cupboard and shifted them to Dr 
Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital. The girls, identified as Zainab, 10, and Sania, 8, managed to survive 
the incident unscathed, confirmed doctors after medical examination. 
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Speaking to The Express Tribune, Zainab said that the sisters and their parents were sleeping when the roof collapsed. ―The 
cupboard fell on us,‖ she recalled. ―I don‘t know what happened next.‖ 
 
Their father, Muhammad Akram, 35, was pulled out of the debris an hour after the roof collapsed. He was not breathing by then  
and was shifted to the hospital where doctors confirmed his death. Their mother, Nazia, 30, was pulled out of the debris after 
half an hour and was declared dead by doctors after medical examination. 
 
Kharadar SHO Inspector Ahsan Zulfiqar said that the Devi Bai Building was more than a 100 years old and had been d eclared 
dangerous a long time ago. The family had been told to evacuate the building but they had maintained that they were labourers 
and could not afford a house on rent. 
 
There are many such buildings in the old city area which have been declared dangerous. Every other day, one of them 
collapses, putting human lives at risk. The deceased hailed from Punjab. The police will hand over the bodies of the deceased  
when their family arrives. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 05/09/2019) 
 

Soldier Bazaar temple around 150 years old, says official  
 
The Culture Tourism and Antiquities Department of the Government of Sindh paid a visit to the historic Shri Panchmukhi Hanuman 

Mandir in Soldier Bazaar after the recent excavation of several idols and artifacts from there 
and they believe that the temple is not as old as it was thought to be. 
 
Mohammad Shah Bukhari, Director Heritage of the Culture Tourism and Antiquities 
Department, told Dawn on Wednesday that they visited the temple soon after hearing about 
the discovery of so many idols and artifacts and it was obvious that neither the temple is as 
old as 1,500 years, nor the artifacts. ―The idols and artifacts are not older than 200 or 250 
years. And the temple building is around 150 years old,‖ he said. 
 

Asked how the idols were older than the temple, he said they were brought there from elsewhere. ―I have informed the temple 
trustee too that his estimates of the age of the temple and these excavated artifacts were quite off reality. There couldn‘t have been 
a temple in this place as the area around Soldier Bazaar where it is situated was developed during the British era,‖ he said. 
 
―Even Karachi isn‘t 1,500 years old! The first British ship docked here in 1725. Before that this was just a coastal area with wild 
plantation and it only saw development in the second half of the 19th century,‖ he said. ―The oldest buildings in Karachi are also 
around 150 years old so there is no chance of the temple being 15 centuries old.‖ 
 
Meanwhile, the temple‘s trustee Shri Ram Nath Maharaj said that preparations for their upcoming festivals were in full swing at the 
temple. ―There will be the Sharad, in which we send blessings to our departed loved ones, starting in 10 to 12 days followed by the 
10 days of Navaratri and we feel so blessed to have unearthed these old idols for our festivals,‖ he said. 
 
He also said that they were paid a visit by the museum officials earlier. ―They have assured us that the idols will not be removed 
from the mandir, and that they will clean them up in time for our religious festivals without moving them,‖ he said. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 05/09/2019) 
 

Eminent experts discuss heritage in urban context 
 
Interesting views were shared with a discerning audience by four eminent individuals during a panel discussion on ‗Democratising 

Heritage –– Culture in the Urban Context‘ at the Mohatta Palace Museum on 
Thursday evening. 
 
Architect Taimoor Khan Mumtaz said the title of his paper was ‗To have or to be‘ taken 
from the name of one of Eric Fromm‘s works. He said heritage shouldn‘t be looked 
upon as [an] object; it‘s also an expression of culture. And culture, according to one 
definition, is a container of shared values, ideas and symbols. Heritage should be 
valued not only as a historic memory but equally, if not more, as a container of our 
intellectual, philosophical and spiritual heritage. 

 
He asked: ―Why is it that today everything is reduced to object of desire, primarily of profit?‖ Then answered: ―This is the current 
paradigm of hyper-consumerism based not on what we need, but on the creation of artificial needs fuelled by raw greed.‖ Thus for 
our governments, heritage is seen as a source of earnings through tourism. The collateral damage of this consumerism is 
environmental and cultural suicide. He said poet Akbar Allahbadi captured it as: 
 
Chaar din ki zindagi hai koft se kya faedaKha double roti clerki ker khushi say phool ja 
[Life is short, don‘t waste it on feeling bad about itEat bread, become a clerk, and be happy] 
 
Mr Mumtaz said heritage is a reminder of who we are, where we‘re coming from and where we are to go. 
 
‘It should be looked at with a wider angle, and even food, such as nihari, is heritage’ 
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Nur Sobers Khan, who has worked at the British Library, named her presentation ‗Summering in London Archives –– Elitism and 
Cultural Heritage‘. She said her talk raises the question what cultural heritage means and who has access to places where archives 
are kept. 
 
Based on her experience working in the British Library, she first gave an institutional history of the library and what precious material 
(books, manuscripts etc) it contains related to cultural heritage of our region. She showed several images, including the earliest 
book printed in the Urdu script. After giving a detailed account of it, coming back to the title of her presentation, she told the 
attendees that she had had conversations with researchers about whether the collections in the library should be repatriated, to 
which they replied: ―No. Where would we spend our summers and have coffee then?‖ 
 
Founder of the Citizens Police Liaison Committee Jameel Yusuf also mentioned his experience as a tourist in Europe and inquired: 
―What does a well-maintained heritage structure give you?‖ In our context, he pointed out, it gives the younger generation the 
historical perspective of a city; but this should be for one and all, not only for the elite. Every structure should be subjected to a 
maintenance code, which we sadly don‘t have, he argued and then showed a film about a road which used to be a dirty road and 
how it was nicely transformed and restored. 
 
Architect Arif Hasan said there are two types of tangible heritage: one which is done through planning, and the other that people 
create themselves. Wrong planning destroyed a great deal of our heritage, he lamented. The Doxiades Plan, which resulted in the 
making of two satellite towns (Landhi-Korangi and New Karachi), changed the situation in the city. The old buildings were affected 
by it. This kept happening, that is, we kept planning for the city but never thought about its repercussions. On the contrary we didn‘t 
plan in areas such as those which had historic places of worship. 
 
Mr Hasan then spoke on the tangible heritage created by the people. He mentioned that there‘s a gali between Icon Tower and the 
shrine of Hazrat Abdullah Shah Ghazi. For years people used to enter the shrine from that gali and also walk towards the sea from 
it. Today it‘s closed off. Millions of people who used to pass it by (and because of which a bazaar emerged) can‘t experience it 
again. ―You have destroyed that world.‖ 
 
Mr Hasan articulated that heritage should be looked at with a wider angle, and reasoned even food, such as nihari, is heritage. 
 
The event moderated by Saima Zaidi was organised by the Endowment Fund Trust for Preservation of the Heritage of Sindh in 
collaboration with Habib University. 
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 15, 06/09/2019) 
 

Unliveable cities 
 
Port Morseby, Tripoli, Karachi, all unliveable cities, a survey has revealed. The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) – the research 
division of The Economist magazine – in its report has named Karachi among the 10 least liveable cities in the world. Residents 
of Karachi are neither unpleasantly nor pleasantly surprised at this. Over the years, the 14.5 million residents of this unli veable 
city have become indifferent to things like pain and pleasure and shock and awe and surprise. Ease and pleasure are 
meaningless words for them. 
 
Each year, the EIU gives 140 cities scores out of 100 on a range of factors such as living standards, crime, transport 
infrastructure, access to education and healthcare as well as political and economic stability. This year, Karachi has been ranked 
136th on the list — the fifth unliveable city in the world. Karachi fares better than Damascus, Lagos, Dhaka and Tripoli (Libya).  
 
Other cities in the list of 10 least liveable cities are Caracas, Algiers, Douala (Cameroon), Harare, and Port Moresby (Papua 
New Guinea). 
 
Karachi‘s overall rating out of 100 – which the EIU stated is ideal – is 40.9 while its stability rating is 20, healthcare 45.8, culture 
and environment 38.7, education 66.7 and infrastructure 51.8. In 2018, Karachi was placed on the 137th position. But those who 
live in the city find it difficult to believe for obvious reasons. In the EIU‘s Safe Cities Index 2019, Karachi has been ranked 57th 
out of 60. Mayanmar‘s capital Yangon, Caracas and Lagos are the three lowest-rated cities on the ranking. Tokyo is at the top in 
the Safe City Index. Vienna has retained its position as the world‘s most liveable city followed by Melbourne. 
 
For the first time, the index noted the effects of climate change on livability, with New Delhi and Cairo ranked at 118th and 125th 
place respectively due to poor air quality, undesirable average temperatures and inadequate water provision. Now Indians are 
questioning the choice of Delhi as the nation‘s capital due to its closeness to the Thar desert. 
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 06/09/2019) 
 

Karachi’s once bustling Prince Cinema is no more 
 
For over a month, Prince Cinema — one of Karachi‘s oldest picture houses — has been in the process of being razed to the ground. 
According to the billboard placed outside the gate, it is set to become the new home for a high-rise building called ‗Prince Icon‘. 
 
Walking through the rubble towards the main cinema screen, it looked like the last five minutes of Steven Spielberg‘s 1993 classic 
Jurassic Park — cranes and bulldozers were placed in a similar position like raptors and T-Rex getting ready for a final battle. 
 
The cinema which was initially built around 1972-74 by Thariani & Co. became talk of the town with its stadium-style seating and a 
maximum capacity of 1,100 to 1,400 people. One of the first films screened here was an Italian Western called Sabata (1969). 
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According to Atrium Cinema‘s Nadeem Mandviwalla, when the cinema first advertised it was opening it claimed that they had the 
largest screen in Asia. 
 
―I think the screen was 90x100 feet. It also had stadium-style seating — before this we had tiers, circles and galleries. It was also 
the first cinema which was centrally air-conditioned,‖ he said. 
 
―In those days, people didn‘t go to the cinema to watch movies. They went to look at the cinema. And Prince was something else. 
Prince and Princess (a smaller cinema on the property) ruled for eight to 10 years. All international films would show here first. I, 
myself, saw the Man from Hong Kong (1975) here. It was a unique cinema,‖ he added. 
 
Prince Cinema to be replaced by high-rise ‘Prince Icon’ 
 
Interestingly, Mr Mandviwalla explained, the cinema used to be owned by two families based in South Africa. ―I remember Malik 
Lakha, who was in charge of operations, he used to meet my father so I had interacted with him a bit. I cannot remember the name 
of his partner who eventually left the business because his family did not want to move here etc,‖ he said. 
 
―Eventually the cinema shut down because of a court case and then the 2012 attack where it was set on fire along with Nishat, Capri 
and others in Karachi and Peshawar,‖ he added. 
 
Trip down memory lane 
Before shutting down, Prince was the place to be. Ali Khan remembers spending every rupee of his pocket money watching Star 
Wars and Indiana Jones over and over again. 
 
Mr Khan, who now lives in Canada, said that he went to watch Star Wars on first day and first show with his pocket money in 1977.  
 
He remembers how Darth Vader‘s raspy voice sent chills down his spine. While he developed a Star Wars obsession, Gibran‘s 
mother did not have a good time at the cinema. 
 
His mother, Farah, remembers going to watch a film at the cinema sometime in 1978 when her father had a heart attack. Talking to 
Dawn, he said: ―When she was in college my nana had a heart attack and required an emergency surgery. So while he was 
recovering in hospital, family friends of ours decided to take her to Prince to take her mind off things. They were like jo bhi ho, at 
least it‘ll be a distraction. Unfortunately it was The Exorcist, and to this day she can‘t watch it without getting a panic attack.‖ 
 
Kanwal Ahmed of Soul Sisters Pakistan remembers going to watch Jurassic Park with her whole family. ―I was really scared in one 
of the scenes and had to close my eyes,‖ she said. 
 
While many went to watch the latest international blockbusters such as Star Wars, Baby‘s Day Out, War of the Worlds, Mariam Ali 
says she went with her friends to watch Haseena Atom Bomb at Prince. 
 
―It was fun. It was normal to stand on your seat and dance every time a song came on,‖ she said. 
 
Plaza planned 
Speaking to Dawn over the phone, a representative at Prince Icon claimed that the property would be used for a commercial plaza 
and cinema. However, he added that nothing had been finalised yet as it depended on the lease. 
 
Prince Icon will be the second high-rise building on this strip of M.A. Jinnah Road. In the last decade there has been a sharp 
increase in high-rise buildings in the city. However, in 2017, the Supreme Court had imposed a ban on construction of high-rise 
buildings in Sindh. 
 
Last year, the apex court retracted its earlier decision to ban construction of buildings with more than six-storey in Karachi and 
ordered that new high-rises can be erected in accordance with the law. 
 
According to architect Arif Belgaumi, Karachi needs high-rise buildings to respond to the high cost of land and to address the 
demand for housing and work space. 
 
―However, that does not mean that we allow high-rise construction everywhere. High density areas are zoned by first providing 
adequate infrastructure to support higher population, not just in terms of roads and utilities but also the essential institutional 
infrastructure, such as schools, parks, markets, mosques and hospitals etc,‖ he said. 
 
―How it impacts an area like M.A. Jinnah Road depends on how we wish to see it in the future. Stretches of the road have different 
characteristics. The closer you get to the port the narrower the road and richer the architectural heritage. Further away there may be 
room for high-rise construction,‖ he added. 
 
Architect and heritage consultant Marvi Mazhar believes that it is imperative to have mapping sorted for densification — where you 
can clearly say that this is an area for high-rises, this is a low density or residential block. 
 
―You have to define the city through a master plan to say that this is a commercial area and this is residential…otherwise there is 
haphazard development,‖ she said. 
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According to Dr Mansoor Reza of NED University, the idea for building these high-rises and densification existed since a decision 
was made to turn the city into an economic hub. 
 
―I think that there is no harm in densification if it is done properly because the arguments backing it up are valid. However, when 
these concepts are implemented here, nobody looks at things like power supply. In many instances, you will notice that PMTs are 
installed much later. In the same way, in residential areas, gas is an afterthought — the building comes first,‖ he said. 
(By Tooba Masood Dawn, 03, 07/09/2019) 
 

Bahria Town & others: Greed unbound 
 
The villagers were terrified, afraid their identities may be revealed by this story. It took weeks to convince them to share with Dawn, 
in confidence, their experiences of being pressured to surrender their land in Jamshoro district in the service of ever-expanding 
housing communities off Superhighway. ―If our sardar finds out we‘ve talked to anyone about this, the police will beat us and throw 
us into the lock-up for days on end,‖ said Anwar Burfat. He was among a group of goth residents who agreed to speak with Dawn at 
a restaurant close to Safoora Goth roundabout. 
 
Over the last few years, as revealed in an earlier investigative report in this paper, the indigenous Sindhi and Baloch communities in 
Malir district were strong-armed into ‗selling‘ their land — which they had lived on and cultivated since generations — for Bahria 
Town Karachi (BTK). They were relentlessly hounded by a two-pronged assault. On the one hand, the Malir police, under SSP Rao 
Anwar at the time, carried out raids on the goths and booked locals on fake terrorism charges; on the other, Bahria personnel, 
including a retired colonel, constantly threatened and intimidated them. Meanwhile, in Karachi‘s Tauheed commercial area, real 
estate agents sold registration forms for Bahria‘s ill-gotten land like hot cakes. 
 
This story, a sequel to the previous one on April 18, 2016, is about how the state‘s failure to protect indigenous communities and 
punish the perpetrators of ‗land grabs‘ is resulting in a further hollowing out of the governance system. Dawn’s investigations 
indicate that Bahria Town in connivance with Sindh government functionaries is continuing to acquire thousands of acres of land in 
district Jamshoro, adjacent to district Malir, albeit in a more indirect manner than it earlier employed. 
 
This time around, aside from the old cast of land grabbers and dirty cops, there are ruthless feudals and their henchmen playing a 
pivotal role in what may well be the biggest scam in Pakistan. 
 
At the time of Dawn’s earlier story, satellite images, site visits and interviews with locals had established that BTK was being 
developed over 23,300 acres in district Malir, the green belt of Karachi. On May 4, 2018, a three-judge bench of the apex court in a 
majority judgement held Bahria Town guilty of illegally acquiring thousands of acres of land in Malir for its Karachi housing project. It 
termed the acquisition ―void ab initio‖, meaning null and void from the outset, and castigated the Board of Revenue Sindh (BoR) and 
Malir Development Authority (MDA) for their role in the scam. 
 

However, it issued some directions to address the third party interest created on 
the stolen land and ordered that a three-judge bench be appointed to implement 
its ruling ―in its letter and spirit‖. Many consider the ruling by the implementation 
bench on March 21 this year to have overlooked some important aspects of the 
original judgement. 
 
What is certain is that neither SC bench gave Bahria permission to expand its 
housing project further. In fact, the March 21 verdict categorically said: ―BTLK 

[Bahria Town Limited, Karachi] has no right, title, interest or possession of any other land owned by the Government of Sindh other 
than 16,896 acres…The government of Sindh and the MDA shall ensure that any land beyond this stands retrieved and no excess 
land shall be allowed to be occupied by BTLK. Any violation of this direction shall entail criminal action both against the functionaries 
of government of Sindh, MDA and the management of BTLK or whosoever is found responsible.‖ 
 
Dawn‘s investigations indicate that Bahria Town in connivance with Sindh government functionaries is continuing to acquire 
thousands of acres of land in district Jamshoro, adjacent to district Malir, albeit in a more indirect manner than it earlier employed. 
The Supreme Court proceedings in the BTK case that concluded in March dealt with the exchange and consolidation of land in 
district Malir. 
 
But there are clear signs of expansion into district Jamshoro, although the manner in which this land for expansion is being acquired 

remains a mystery. Satellite imagery from January 2019 to July 2019 shows that not only has 
BTK's construction extended well inside deh Mole, taluka Thana Bhula Khan, district Jamshoro 
but that the construction is ongoing. Bahria Town‘s title to land in Jamshoro merits investigation. 
 
An overlay of satellite images from January 2019 to July 2019 showing fresh work on Bahria 
Town’s road network in district Jamshoro. Satellite image source: Planet; Map details by Dawn 
GIS 
 
Further inside Jamshoro, there is more damning evidence of criminal wrongdoing by the land 
mafia and the Sindh government — those details are in the second part of this story: A disaster 
foretold. 
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‘King of Kohistan’ 
In district Jamshoro, which adjoins Malir, the absolute power of a regressive feudal structure determines every aspect of life. This 
area is part of what is colloquially known as Kohistan (comprising Jamshoro and Hyderabad districts, as well as portions of 
Karachi‘s Malir and West districts). Sardar Malik Asad Sikandar, PPP MPA from Jamshoro is one of the most influential feudals in 
Sindh. He is chief of the Burfat tribe; with around 100 sub-tribes, it is the biggest of the four tribes in Kohistan. Each tribe has its own 
sardar, but — and this is why Malik Asad is known as the ‗King of Kohistan' — he is the ‗sardar of sardars‘. 
 
With huge landholdings in various parts of Sindh, Malik Asad allegedly has a stake in the many housing societies being planned 
along Superhighway and draws a steady stream of ‗revenue‘ from business and industrial activities within ‗Kohistan‘. The area also 
has a sizable Hindu population, including several owners of rice mills and cotton ginning factories. Many of them also own liquor 
shops. According to a local journalist, they have ―strong linkages and friendships‖ with Malik Asad and ―are at his beck and call‖. 
 
Powerful connections are also forged through hunting expeditions hosted by Malik Asad in Kohistan for Arab royalty and assorted 
members of the Pakistani elite — including at least one retired judge. His own men — who include game wardens and wildlife 
inspectors from the Sindh Wildlife Department — provide security and facilitate the hunting of not only small game but, in the case of 
the Arabs, also ibex and the endangered houbara bustard. ―No one can hunt without the sardar‘s permission anywhere in Kohistan,‖  
said a local who has worked in the wildlife sector for 13 years. He described the camps of the Arab hunting parties as huge, 
accommodating at least 100 people at every meal, adding with a laugh, ―Everything conceivable is provided for them‖. 
 
Below Malik Asad in the feudal hierarchy are waderas who head the sub-tribes; below them are the lesser waderas, locally known 
as kumdar, one in each village. Anyone who challenges this social order is dealt with ruthlessly. The kumdar reinforce the writ of the 
sardar at the village level, acting as his eyes and ears on the ground. It is a hereditary occupation of sorts, with their fathers and 
grandfathers having done much the same before them. 
 
The police are a vital link in this chain of oppression. ―Let alone the local SHO, even the DSP stands with hands folded in his 
presence,‖ said Aziz Burro, a young farmer with a disgruntled expression. ―Anyone earning the kumdar or 
local wadera’s displeasure is picked up in false cases of theft or drug possession and thrown into the lockup for a few days or sent 
to prison. Can you imagine what it‘s like for his family to go to Kotri 100kms away to try and obtain bail?‖ 
 
Another goth resident narrated the following incident. ―About two years ago, when one farmer in deh Rek insisted he had the right to 
extract minerals found beneath his land [the area is rich in mineral deposits], his pick-up was set on fire and he found himself in the 
thana. The police showed his arrest as having taken place in Balochistan and charged him with transporting illegal weapons from 
Durreji. He was in Gadani jail for several months before he got bail.‖ 
 
Malik Asad, however, refuted such allegations, saying: ―We‘re here to solve any issue that the people face. We wouldn‘t allow 
any ziyadati to be done with them.‖ 
 
According to a police officer who has served in Jamshoro, ―Usually, police officials here call on him [Malik] off and on during their 
posting but I didn‘t ever go to see him at his home and [for that reason] he complained about me to a senior political person.‖ 
 
But there are limits even to the tribal chieftain‘s enormous power. That became evident when Bahria made known its intention to 
acquire land in Jamshoro a few years ago. (During the proceedings before the SC‘s implementation bench, it came to light that the 
real estate developer had already acquired several acres in the district). 
 
While Bahria told Dawn that details of its land acquisition in Jamshoro had been shared with the Supreme Court, it did not respond 
to any other queries put to it by Dawn. 
 
Some say that Malik Asad was loathe to accede to Bahria‘s demand, while others allege that in exchange for the land, Malik Asad 
wanted to drive a hard bargain with the political bosses of the Sindh government who are allegedly partners in BTK. Whatever the 
case, he was soon made to realise the rules of the game were decided elsewhere. 
 
Differences between Malik Asad and PPP co-chairperson Asif Ali Zardari came to the fore some time in 2017. It is believed the tribal 
chieftain demanded a price for some 5,000 acres of land in deh Mole in Jamshoro that Malik Riaz, owner of Bahria and Mr Zardari‘s 
close associate, was not willing to pay. In the words of a local contractor, ―Malik Riaz went and complained to Zardari that this man 
is giving me grief all the time. Baray saeen became furious with the sardar‖. 
 
(An excerpt from the JIT report investigating the fake accounts case reads: ―Bahria Town was recipient of huge acreage of state 
land for BTK and was occupying huge tracts of adjacent private land with the connivance of government of Sindh. Hence, the 
Rs10.02 billion was a kickback, Rs8.3bn of which was paid by Bahria through a joint account with Mushtaq Ahmed, confidante of Mr 
Asif Ali Zardari.‖) 

 
According to a source in the Sindh government, an SSP was appointed for district Jamshoro 
on Malik Riaz‘s say-so specifically to strong-arm Malik Asad. 
 
Suddenly, Malik Asad found his dhikkas (sand mining sites) in Lonikot being closed down. 
Various business activities in Kotri in which he was a beneficiary were disrupted. 
 
Some of Malik Asad‘s friends in the construction business, such as Arbab Samoo, saw their 
housing societies along Superhighway, such as Educators Valley, Education City and 
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Jamshoro City partially demolished by the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) in late July. As they were built on land 
considered to be part of his fiefdom, Malik Asad is said to be a stakeholder in some of those businesses and societies. A civil suit 
filed by Mr Samoo is pending in the district court. 
 
On top of that, the PPP‘s senior leadership started sending out feelers to Malik Asad‘s paternal cousin and political rival Malik 
Changez (even though Changez is affiliated with the PML-N while Malik Asad was PPP MNA from Jamshoro at the time). 
 
According to several sources, it didn‘t take long for Malik Asad to come to his senses. ―He dashed to Dubai and fell at Zardari‘s 
feet,‖ said a political activist in Malir. ―But even today, the PPP continues to dangle Malik Changez like a sword over Malik Asad‘s 
head in order to control him. When Zardari falls out with someone, he never forgives them. Many Tappis have come and gone.‖ 
 
That Mr Zardari and Malik Asad‘s relationship remains strained is clear. ―No protest of note took place in Kotri after Asif Zardari and 
Faryal Talpur‘s arrest,‖ said a Hyderabad-based journalist. ―Only a few people came out on the road. Normally there would have 
been a big turnout‖. 
 
'Please help us' 
Meanwhile, the villagers who depend on barani (rain-fed) agriculture, poultry farming or livestock rearing in the area are being driven 
towards financial ruin. ―We wanted to get our land regularised so it wouldn‘t be so easy to grab it. But the sardar ordered us not to, 

saying ‗do you want me to suffer the same fate as Zulfiqar Mirza?‘ When our own sardar 
isn‘t backing us, what can we do?‖ said one local helplessly. Against the backdrop of their 
despair, Bahria‘s replica Eiffel Tower looms in the distance. 
 
When asked by Dawn, Malik Asad denied that any procurement of land is happening. 
―There‘s been no activity since at least one year, absolutely none.‖ 
 
However, unlike the land grab earlier, the modus operandi this time around is far more 
opaque, with several tiers of frontmen between the ‗seller‘ and the actual beneficiaries. 
 

The local administration and revenue officials collude in identifying the land to be procured — most of the area is state land with 
some pockets of maroosi (ancestral) land — and tampering with the records. Using threats and intimidation, kumdar procure the 
villagers‘ land and brokers prepare falsified documents; the land is then sold to frontmen of massive housing projects in the area. 
 
Malik Nadir, a close relative of Malik Asad and a major landowner himself, named Zain Malik and Malik Akhtar, both of Bahria Town, 
and told Dawn on the record that they ―are purchasing land and papers in deh Sari [also in district Jamshoro] and deh Mole. DC 
Jamshoro is the helping hand. They are buying it for Bahria Town expansion. Buying and selling of land is prohibited in that area. 
They are doing it illegally‖. 
 
In a letter that Malik Nadir wrote to NAB last year, which he has shared with Dawn, he asked that an investigation be conducted into 
the actions of several individuals including, among others, Faryal Talpur, mukhtiarkar Thana Bhula Khan Mansoor Kalhoro and 
Malik Changez Khan. The letter reads: ―The above cited persons mutually made huge corruption in shape of false record of rights, 
issuance of false sale certificate, and kept bogus entries of 10,000 acres of above dehs…[Babar Band, Hathal Buth, Kalo Kohar and 
Mole, all in district Jamshoro].‖ He has recently updated Dawn that "they have completed their target in Mole, have bought almost 
10,000 acres of land there. No more purchasing is being done there". 
 
The villagers who depend on barani (rain-fed) agriculture, poultry farming or livestock rearing in the area are being driven towards 
financial ruin. ―We wanted to get our land regularised so it wouldn‘t be so easy to grab it. But the sardar ordered us not to, saying ‗do 
you want me to suffer the same fate as Zulfiqar Mirza?‘ 
 
There are several kumdar in the area: however, in conversations with goth residents, a few names repeatedly cropped up as being 
among those most active in the land grab. Another individual, who lives in Gadap, is described by the villagers as ―the head of 
the qabza cell‖. All of them have acquired enormous wealth through work as low-level operatives for the land mafia, as well as from 
running other criminal rackets in the area, details of which can be found in Part 2 of this story, A disaster foretold. 
 
According to a local rights activist, aside from the bigger zamindars, others aren‘t giving up their land willingly. ―They don‘t know 
anything else but agriculture and livestock rearing. Where will they go?‖ 
 
Not all the bigger zamindars want to sell either. When the wadera of Musa Chhoro goth, Pinni Laddo Chhoro, along with several 
others went to another, more influential, tribal chieftain to plead their case in person, he was sent packing. 
 
Several villagers in district Jamshoro reveal they are being, or have been, coerced to surrender their land at Rs70,000 per acre. 
(Consider that back in 2007, 120 square yard plot in Taiser Town, Malir, was selling for Rs120,000. At that rate, even then, 12 years 
ago, one acre of land in the area now affected would be worth Rs4,000,000!) 
 
The land 'sold' by the villagers is then purchased by individuals fronting for massive land developers in the area at Rs2,000,000 per 
acre, an astronomical 2,757 per cent increase. The figures were confirmed to Dawn by a local broker. In many cases, even the 
pittance promised to the owners has not fully materialised. 
 
With 4,840 sq yards to an acre, Rs2,000,000 works out at approximately Rs400,000 per 1,000 sq yards. Further, to gauge the eye-
watering fortunes being raked in, consider that the price of a 1,000 sq yard plot in Bahria‘s Sports City — which currently extends at 
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least up to the boundary of Malir‘s deh Bolari where it meets district Jamshoro‘s deh Mole — was Rs9,200,000 plus at the time of 
balloting in 2016. That‘s another 2,200pc gain. 
 
According to the locals, the land bought from them is being ‗shifted‘ closer to lie alongside already developed housing projects, to 
enable them to expand further. ―This time the land developers are not making the mistake of consolidation, which exposed Bahria 
badly the last time,‖ says an academic belonging to the area. However, when contacted, DC Jamshoro retired Capt Fariduddin 
Mustafa, said: ―No recent land transaction has taken place, although some private people may be selling or buying land.‖ (The DC, 
appointed by the provincial government, heads the revenue and land administration in a district.) 
 
 
Map of Bahria as presented to the Supreme Court by BoR Sindh. The image appears to be the latest one on Google Earth Pro, 
which dates back to December 2017. 
 
Sajid Chhoro is a local broker who understands the modus operandi like the back of his hand. "Most of the land in deh Mole is 
unsurveyed; the survey numbers are for small areas of max two acres each. They‘re taking the khaatas [a khaata is an assessment 
of a property, including size and owner‘s name, in the land record] and shifting them along with a chunk of surrounding state land. 
For example, if they take a 10-acre khaata, they‘ll show it as 100 acres in the record and place it over land near Bahria.‖ Then he 
leans in and asks: ―How do you think all the khaatas of deh Mole are now in one corner?‖ 
 
In short, from numerous interviews of Jamshoro locals, it appears that government land is being illegally procured under the guise of 
private transactions. 
 
Meanwhile, the digitised land record in the Sindh government‘s much-vaunted Land Revenue Management Information System has 
mysteriously been inaccessible since months. This fortifies the claims made by those cited above, and calls for an investigation. 
 
NAB investigations 
Let us turn now to the most well known land grab in the area. For years, NAB dragged its feet in the SC case against Bahria Town. 
A source in the organisation told Dawn back in 2016: ―You have no idea how much pressure we‘re under to not move on this.‖ 
However, the three-judge apex court bench hearing the case finally managed to prod the anti-corruption watchdog into investigating 
the shenanigans behind BTK. 
 
During the hearings of the bench set up by the SC to implement its May 4, 2018 judgement, NAB submitted several confidential 
progress reports to the court. 
 
The contents of these reports are an eye-opener: they reveal, among many other things, Bahria‘s contempt for any institutional effort 
to throw light on its activities. 
 
An excerpt from NAB‘s second report, dated Nov 19, 2018 — a copy of which is in Dawn’s possession — and signed by Qamar 
Abbas Abbasi, Deputy Director/Investigation Officer, NAB Karachi, reads: ―It is also submitted that the CEO Ali Ahmed Riaz 
Malik…and the above named 5x frontmen of BTPL [Waseem Riffat, Waqas Riffat, Shahid Mehmood, Mohammed Awais and Faisal 
Sarwar] have never joined instant investigation, despite issuance of several call-up notices. The recent call-up notices issued to the  
known addresses of said 5x frontmen were returned undelivered.‖ 
 
The March 21, 2019 verdict of the SC‘s implementation bench accepted Bahria‘s offer of Rs460 billion as land settlement dues to be 
paid over seven years. 
 
An inexplicable aspect of the implementation bench‘s order was its direction to NAB not to file any references against Bahria ―for the 
time being‖ unless there was any default in making payments or violation ―in any of the terms and conditions mentioned…‖. This 
appears to contradict the May 4, 2018 judgement that had ordered NAB to complete its investigation within three months and initiate 
proceedings in the accountability court against all those guilty of causing loss to the state exchequer. 
 
According to sources in NAB, an investigation was conducted in Case No NABK2016010138803 whereby 34 people were named as 
accused in connection with ―illegal adjustment/exchange/consolidation of thousands of acres of state land in multiple dehs of district 
Malir for the purpose of development of a private project." 
 
The names include (in chronological order) Malik Riaz, his son Ahmed Ali Riaz, son-in-law Zain Malik, wife Bina Riaz, former Sindh 
chief minister Qaim Ali Shah and former local government minister Sharjeel Memon. The other names are those of 23 government 
servants belonging to BoR Sindh, SBCA and MDA; among them, former DC Malir Kazi Jan Mohammed, MDA Additional Director 
Mohammed Sohail and six retired SBCA DGs — including the infamous Manzoor Kaka who, it is believed, has long absconded to 
Canada. Former secretary local government Javed Hanif, currently in jail on an unrelated charge, is also in the list. Five names are 
described as frontmen of Bahria Town. 
 
A copy of NAB‘s investigation report recommending that a reference be filed against former chief minister Qaim Ali Shah. 
 
NAB‘s investigation report on Mr Shah notes: ―After discussing the role/evidence collected during the course of investigation against 
ex-CM Syed Qaim Ali Shah in the RBM, it was decided that enough evidence has been available/collected to prosecute him.‖ 
 
Meanwhile, an interesting situation has arisen as to the status of the land in Malir where BTK is coming up. In its May 4, 2018 
judgement, the SC had ordered: ―The government land would go back to the government and the land of the Bahria Town 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1471121/sc-accepts-bahria-towns-offer-of-rs460bn-to-settle-malir-cases
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exchanged for the government land would go back to Bahria Town…[T]he land could be granted to the Bahria Town afresh by the 
BoR under the provisions of Colonisation of Government Land 1912.‖ 
 
(The court was referring here to Bahria Town‘s purported purchase of separate pieces of land in distant parts of Malir where land 
rates are as low as Rs20,000 per acre. MDA then illegally adjusted and consolidated these for Bahria‘s benefit in parts of Malir close 
to Superhighway where land values were up to 50 times higher.) 
 
However, despite the apex court having expressly declared that the exchange and consolidation activities in Malir were ―void ab 
initio and as such have no existence,‖ BoR Sindh — the rightful owner of the land — has not yet allotted one inch of the area 
―afresh‖ to Bahria. 
 
The problem, say sources, is that the court did not clarify how the process of regularisation is to be done. The Colonisation of 
Government Lands Act 1912 does not provide for a situation where what has been declared illegal can be legalised. Given an 
environment where NAB is particularly active, this conundrum has left the bureaucracy paralysed. (In fact, a Senior Member BoR, 
Sindh was recently made OSD because he was reluctant to take on the task lest it put him in legal jeopardy at some point. The 
current SMBR is Shamsuddin Soomro.) 
 
Even so, the Sindh government made a show of complying with the May 4 verdict. On Oct 29, 2018 the then SMBR Muhammad 
Hussain Syed chaired a meeting at his office in Karachi. Also present were the secretaries for Land Utilisation and Local 
Government Departments, as well the DG, MDA and the DC Malir. 
 
According to the minutes of the meeting, it was decided that BoR would cancel/withdraw the orders whereby it had reserved and 
allotted land in favour of MDA. ―…[T]he DC, Malir Karachi upon receiving of order…shall take necessary action as per order of the 
Honorable SC...‖. 
 
Nothing has happened thus far. BoR did not do the necessary paperwork, nor did the DC Malir, Shahzad Afzal Abbasi, assume 
control over the illegally acquired land. BoR even sent him a reminder to do the needful. 
 
Despite the apex court having expressly declared that the exchange and consolidation activities in Malir were ―void ab initio and as 
such have no existence,‖ BoR Sindh — the rightful owner of the land — has not yet allotted one inch of the area ―afresh‖ to Bahria. 
Both G. N. Mughal, BoR‘s legal advisor and Irshad Rind, deputy secretary litigation BoR confirmed there has been no progress in 
this direction so far. Mr Rind also blamed the DC Malir who he said showed no inclination to take physical possession of the 
government land in Malir after the May 4 judgement, or halt Bahria‘s construction work thereon. 
 
As for MDA, its advisor planning Manzar Zahoor took a similar line. ―The DC Malir has to first take control of the Bahria Town land 
after which, in the light of the SC‘s directives, the Sindh government has to allot it to MDA‖. BoR has reportedly decided that when a 
procedure for the land regularisation is agreed upon, it will first be sent to the provincial assembly for approval. 
 
The implementation bench on March 21 had also ordered that construction in BTK ―shall be compliant with all the applicable laws, 
rules and regulations, including the SBCA laws‖. How is this to be reconciled with the fact that SBCA, a provincial body responsible 
for ensuring that building plans conform to existing building and town planning regulations, has allowed Bahria to proceed with its 
development of BTK without obtaining even basic NOCs? The authority till date has only approved layout plans for 6,728 acres of 
the sprawling project. 
 
SBCA‘s show-cause notice asking Bahria to stop its unauthorised construction undertaken without mandatory NOCs. 
In fact, as recently as April this year, the SBCA sent a show-cause notice to Bahria Town with reference to ―sale/booking of 
commercial plots in the name of Liberty commercial at Bahria Town in daily newspapers wherein it is intimated that approval of 12th 
[sic] storey building is available. The said advertisement is misleading as SBCA has not granted any approval for construction of 
multistory buildings at Bahria Town, while approval of type design for 1,055 houses earlier granted has also been withdrawn.‖ 
 
The notice then directs Bahria to ―stop forthwith illegal and unauthorized construction and sale and advertisement activities at site…‖ 
One can be sure this is yet another instance of regulatory authorities going through the motions, without any intention of following 
through. 
(By Naziha Syed Ali Dawn, 01, 12/09/2019) 
 

The land mafia’s rackets: A disaster foretold 
 
In a situation where the bottom line is what counts while the law is trampled underfoot, the land grab in Malir and Jamshoro has 

given wheels to a number of criminal enterprises in the area. 
 
On a hot summer day in mid May, at least half a dozen dumpers were parked along the banks 
of Mole naddi, a seasonal stream that falls into the Malir river about 30 miles north of Karachi. 
Several excavators were scooping out huge amounts of river silt. One of the dumper drivers, 
Omar, came across for a chat. He told Dawn that some 65 dumpers make three round trips 
every day, 24 hours a day. 
 
―Almost all the reti is for Bahria, although some goes into the city. Because of Ramazan, it‘s a 
little quiet because many of the drivers here are from Swat and Shangla and they go home for 
Eid.‖ 
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A wide uncarpeted track has been especially created to transport sand and gravel dredged from the riverbed. It extends from Mole 
naddi all the way into Malir and Bahria Town Karachi (BTK). Even during Ramazan, within a 20-minute span, the Dawn team 
witnessed at least five dumpers going in the direction of BTK, their wheels raising clouds of dust in their wake. 
 
According to Malik Asad Sikandar, the area‘s powerful tribal chief, the sand mining is ―completely legal and is being done by locals 
on the basis of leases [from the government]‖. 
 
However, as per the Sindh (Prohibition of Taking Minerals Including Reti (Sand) and Bajri From Any Land) Act 2003, no exception 
can be made or sanction can be given for such excavation ―if it adversely affects the topography, archaeology, ecology and 
environment of that area‖. 
 
Influential locals, including the kumdar and other opportunists in the service of the land mafia, are making money hand 
over fist from various rackets in the area. 
 
Sand and gravel mining here carries dire short- and long-term consequences. ―All of this is the support area for Kirthar National 
Park,‖ said Rakhman Gul Palari, professor at Karachi University‘s Sindhi department. ―The park‘s eco-system is all inter-connected. 
The wildlife sanctuaries, the game sanctuaries all depend on the area remaining in its natural state.‖ 
 
Kirthar is Pakistan‘s second largest wildlife sanctuary after Hingol. Chinkara gazelles, urials, hyenas and the rare Sindh ibex are 
among the many animals found there. 
 
The sand and gravel mining has also devastated the farmers: sand slows down the flow of water, acting as a filter before the water 
seeps into the earth. Wholesale plunder of the riverbed disrupts that process, and the water table in large parts of Jamshoro and 
Malir has plunged to critical levels. 
 
―We used to draw water from a depth of 40 or 50 feet; now it‘s at 200 feet,‖ said Karim Burfat, who cultivates vegetables on a patch 
of land very close to Mole naddi. ―A thick layer of sand covers everything. The crops get ruined and the grass that sustains the 
livestock becomes scorched.‖ 
 
Fiefdoms built on sand 
Resistance is futile: some who have tried to prevent the lifting of sand have been thrashed and thrown into the police lock-up. 
 
While farmers like Karim are witness to their livelihoods withering away, influential locals, including the kumdar and other 
opportunists in the service of the land mafia, are making money hand over fist from the various rackets in the area. 
 
Four years ago one of them worked at a provisions store; another used to sell sugar and flour at the Kathore bazaar in Malir; a third 
had a tailoring shop in the same market. These individuals, and several other kumdar now own dumpers and excavators, and have 
acquired buffalo farms, car showrooms, etc. 
 
―People who didn‘t own 10 goats ten years ago now have dumpers worth millions of rupees along with land cruisers, Vigos and 
whatnot,‖ said one of the villagers bitterly. ―Many goths have no electricity, yet these men can afford to put up big solar panels on 
the roof of their homes. It‘s creating a lot of resentment.‖ 
 
One may well ask: where will this land grab end, and who will put a stop to it? 
The sand and gravel mining racket is a real money-spinner. The contents of each dumper sell for Rs22,000 inside BTK (some 
dumpers go further afield but the biggest customer by far is the behemoth in the neighbourhood). From the total, the owners/kumdar 
make around Rs6,500 while the rest — minus fuel and maintenance expenses — goes to other influential ‗stakeholders‘ up the 
hierarchy, including the police and allegedly the tribal chiefs. 
 
The kumdar in the goth closest to deh Mole‘s boundary with deh Bolari in Malir district also charges Rs800 per dumper as ‗zillabandi 
tax‘ to allow the vehicles to cross over. 
 
Meanwhile, the farmers whose small patches of agricultural land close to Mole naddi are dying for lack of water, are ‗compensated‘ 
with Rs200 per dumper. One of them however, a wizened old man with betel nut stained teeth refuses to accept the pittance 
offered. ―Is that the price for my destruction?‖ he fumed. 
 
It is not only the sand and silt from the riverbed that is being gouged out to meet the insatiable construction demands in the area.  
 
One huge sand mining site also lies on the boundary between Malir and Jamshoro districts near BTK‘s Sports City. Moreover, the 

natural landscape is being ruthlessly refashioned by Bahria to follow the BTK layout (and the 
sand produced as a result is also being used in construction): hills have been ground down and 
natural river courses truncated. 
 
Squeezing the land dry 
Construction also requires water, and a gargantuan project like BTK requires millions and 
millions of gallons of it. And that is where the area‘s sub soil water is being diverted — despite 
Section 144 being in force against the extraction of water for commercial purposes in the 
adjoining Malir district. 
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The ban was imposed after the Sindh High Court in 2004 restrained Nestle Pakistan from setting up a water bottling plant in deh 
Chuhar, Malir. The verdict held that ―once the process of extracting the water in such a huge quantity is allowed to operate, each 
day, each hour, and each minute water deposits in the aquifer would diminish rapidly and shall adversely affect the rights of plaintiffs 
to use the underground water according to their genuine needs which shall amount to an irreparable loss to them‖. 
 
If allowed to go ahead, the Nestle plant would have been only three kms from BTK as the crow flies. According to Gul Hassan 
Kalmati, central committee member of the Indigenous Rights Alliance Sindh and a well-known historian, anthropologist and writer, 
there are more than 200 submersible pumps in Malir, capable of drawing out 26,000,000 gallons of water in 24 hours. 
 
Aside from these, say locals, another 25 or so are inside Bahria Town itself, steadily depleting the sub soil aquifer, the only source 
of water in the area for villages situated even miles away. (Of these, two were installed about ten years ago by the District Council 
Karachi to supply water to nearby goths on a non-commercial basis.) 
 
The hydrant owners sell the water to various housing schemes in the area, but largely to BTK for its massive construction needs.  
This of course is another source of illegal earnings for the police, the kumdar and others. 
 
The afore-mentioned second confidential progress report submitted by NAB to the apex court also questions how ―the BTK project is 
getting millions of gallons of fresh/potable water inside BTK project for daily consumption and for mass scale construction‖. 
 
When asked how many villages in deh Mole alone are affected in one way or another by the land grabbing, water extraction, or sand 
mining — a group of locals begin to count off the goths on their fingers. They arrive at an estimate of at least 25. 
 
Consider that state land in other dehs in district Jamshoro, including Hathal Buth, Uth Palan, Babar Band and Sari, is also being 
acquired in the same illegal way as that in deh Mole. One may well ask: where will this land grab end, and who will put a stop to it? 
A morally bankrupt state 
 
What is happening on the outskirts of Karachi is a perfect example of a morally bankrupt state. 
 
Even as government functionaries break every law in the book to enrich themselves and their partners-in-crime in the establishment, 
they have done nothing for the people they claim to represent. Education and health facilities in Jamshoro‘s taluka Thana Bhula 
Khan are virtually non-existent. ―Any medical emergency such as a heart attack or a difficult delivery means certain death. Rarely 
can anyone get to a Karachi hospital in time,‖ said a local. 
 
At night in particular, BTK is a savagely apt metaphor for the haves and have-nots in this saga. 
 
Hardly anyone has taken up residence in this sprawling community so far, yet, come sunset, each road, each landmark is lit up.  
 
Even the replica Eiffel Tower overlooking BTK is illuminated. But villages dotting the surrounding areas, in which hundreds of people 
live, are shrouded in darkness. 
 
For them, there is neither electricity, nor proper roads. 
(By Naziha Syed Ali Dawn, 01, 13/09/2019) 
 

Frere Hall’s tangible heritage 
 
At a recent event held to discuss how to democratise heritage in our part of the world, architect Arif Hasan made a noteworthy point. 

He said there are a couple of types of tangible heritage: one, which comes into being as a result 
of planning; two, that people create themselves. Karachi‘s iconic neo-Gothic Frere Hall 
definitely falls into the first category. But over a period of considerable time hints of the latter 
have also been noticed on its premises. 
 
For example, the Sunday book bazaar that was set up years ago in the open space in front of 
the main entrance to the building, which was discontinued and then was revived last year, is 
something that book lovers –– especially those who can‘t afford pricey books available at 
swanky malls –– absolutely love. Now lately Frere Hall has been at the centre of a debate 

which is not the focus of this piece. Here‘s what one wants to put emphasis on, though: 
 
On Sunday, Sept 8, a visit to the book fair did not prove as physically enriching as it used to be, because while one goes there to 
buy inexpensive books, the idea is to also imbibe the general atmosphere around the brilliant work of stonemasonry. What was the 
reason? Answer: it was pretty hot, and there was no shamiana (awning) that usually sheltered the book stalls. When asked why, 
one of the salesmen replied the authorities had forbidden them to use the shamiana because it‘s held up by poles and fastened to 
the ground with pegs. 
 
One feels it‘s a fair point. No one should be allowed to damage any part of the heritage structure and the area around it. But then, 
what are the alternatives? One has to come up with corresponding alternatives. On Sunday, the booksellers had set up their tables 
in the open with two rows sheltered by trees flanking the rest of the tables. The shopkeepers stayed under the trees, and if a 
customer inquired about a book that was not placed in the shade, they would get up and reach the spot where the customer was to 
tell him/her about the book. It was a hassle. After all, the sun was burning bright, which can be quite disconcerting even for the most 
voracious of readers. 
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Come to think of it, the young boys that play in the giant shadow cast by the majestic building must be praised. Intelligent lot. 
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 15, 13/09/2019) 
 

Karachi: a second Federal Capital Territory? 
 
After all the hue and cry has died down about the Federal Law Minister‘s suggestion of applying Section 149 to Karachi and the 

Sindh government has had time to reflect on it, they may find it extremely beneficial if the 
federal government were to declare Karachi a second Federal Capital Territory. 
 
Under this, the Sindh government will not be responsible for law and order, garbage collection 
and disposal, providing drinking water, untreated sewage which is dumped into the sea, 
healthcare or hospital management, or primary and secondary education. All this will fall under 
the federal government‘s ambit with the local government‘s assistance. The Sindh government 
can continue with Karachi as its capital and enjoy the fruits of the federal government‘s 
largesse. 
 
The PPP has been running Sindh government for nearly two decades, and yet completely 

neglected the largest city of the country. The roads are broken, clean drinking water is not delivered to its citizens as the tanker 
mafia rules the roost, raw sewage is spilling into the streets or is dumped into the sea, polluting and poisoning marine life .  
 
Karachi used to be the pearl of Pakistan which was serviced by every major international airline of the world. The visitor gallery 
at Karachi Airport used to be filled to its capacity with spectators. Now, foreign airlines are reluctant to fly here as thei r crew feels 
unsafe staying here. Only turnaround flights from the Gulf or nearby countries fly to Karachi as their crew does not need to stay 
overnight. The Sindh government has for years punished the citizens of Karachi as the PPP can no longer garner votes from the  
city. It is as if Karachi is no its responsibility, despite being the capital ministers maintaining their urban residences here. 
 
The city generates an enormous amount of revenue for the federal and provincial governments and is still treated like a stepchild 
by the Sindh government as squabbles continue between the province and the centre continue. It has a population of more than 
20 million — more than the combined population of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and the UAE. Yet, there is no public 
transport system, be it underground, monorail, or bus system. The City Railway it once had was destroyed a long time ago. 
 
Karachi deserves better. It needs several water desalination plants to meet the water requirement. The Hub River management 
needs to improve its water storage and supply. The tanker system needs to be eliminated; there is no reason why water cannot 
be delivered through the pipelines. Sewage treatment plants need to be set up in various districts of the city and sewage wat er 
should be recycled as much as possible. Like Singapore, Karachi‘s garbage can produce sufficient electricity for the whole city 
and power its streetlights all night. Karachi needs a major transit system, either an underground or an elevated train system  to 
provide safe and comfortable commute for two to three million people a day. This will reduce traffic on the streets and cut 
pollution substantially. 
 
The primary and secondary education system also needs a major revamp. The city has numerous private universities, some 
credible but mostly fee gathering enterprises. It needs more government-funded universities and vocational training centres to 
part useful training to the youth, so they can start their own businesses and create employment for others. Also, with an 
increasing demand for trained and certified workers overseas, they would become a valuable source of enhancing home 
remittances. 
 
This is only possible if Karachi is given its due share and treated as a major metropolis of the world. To accomplish this an d to 
make the quality of life better for its citizens, the only solution may be to declare Karachi a second Federal Capital Territory. This 
may seem controversial but eventually, it will be a win-win situation for all. Karachi can and should be made a model city. 
(By Ajaz Haque The Express Tribune, 16, 18/09/2019) 
 

Student architects to help build five million cheap homes in Pakistan 
 
An ambitious plan to build five million affordable homes within five years in Pakistan will tap student architects and use local 
materials and new technologies to keep costs low, a senior government official said on Thursday. 
 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has committed to building four million homes in rural and urban areas and one million homes in peri-
urban areas over the next five years. 
 
It is the biggest government-backed housing programme ever attempted, and will meet half of the country‘s needs, said Zaigham 
Rizvi, chairman of the federal task force on housing. 
 
Over two dozen pilot villages are being developed in Punjab under the project 
 
―Affordable housing is not just an issue in poor countries; it is an issue in nearly every country,‖ Mr Rizvi said on the sidelines of a 
housing forum in Bangkok. 
 
―But the promise of ‗housing for all‘ is usually nothing more than a political slogan, and rarely implemented because of a lack of will 
or because the institutional framework is lacking,‖ he said. 
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By 2030, more than half of the country‘s projected 250 million citizens are expected to live in cities, compared to 36 per cent now, 
according to the United Nations. 
 
About a quarter of the country‘s population currently lives below the poverty line, according to the Asian Development Bank. 
 
Authorities in Pakistan are developing more than two dozen pilot villages in Punjab, using common lands — wasteland or grazing 
land — and unused public lands, Mr Rizvi said. 
 
The homes are designed by student architects who will use technology and local materials to keep costs low, while taking into 
account cultural and geographical needs. 
 
―We want to engage the youth in solving the nation‘s problems. In the village, they are not used to high-rise buildings, so they will be 
at most one-storey buildings,‖ he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. 
 
―Similarly, most homes keep cattle, so there will be a common area to keep them,‖ said Mr Rizvi, a former consultant to the World 
Bank and the UN‘s housing agency, UN-HABITAT. 
 
It is hoped the pilot projects will be scaled up once deemed a success, he said, adding that several local and foreign firms are keen 
to build the low-cost homes. 
 
The government will tailor financing schemes for people who want to become homeowners but may not have bank accounts or have 
only a seasonal income, he added. 
 
Globally, about 1.6 billion people live in inadequate housing, with most living in slums and informal settlements in cities, according to 
UN estimates. 
 
In India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has pledged to provide ―Housing for All‖ by 2022, with a goal of building 20 million urban 
housing units, backed by subsidised loans and incentives for developers. 
 
The rapid growth of cities in Pakistan is expected to accelerate the conversion of farmland into built-up land. 
 
Earlier this year, Prime Minister Khan banned the use of farmland for new housing, in a bid to stop cities encroaching on agricultural 
areas. 
 
Housing had traditionally not been a part of urban planning, which had led to a piecemeal approach, said Mr Rizvi. 
(By Reuters Dawn, 03, 20/09/2019) 
 

Housing scheme 
 
BEFORE coming to power, the ruling party, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf promised to build five million housing units for deserving 
families in five years. This means it committed to deliver about 2,700 units per day. 
 
Unless pre-fabricated units are ready to install, the fastest track may take 14 days on an average to prepare the precast elements 
and joints, which is a distant dream in Pakistan. 
 
There is a gap of 10 million housing units as of July 2019 with incremental demand of 400,000 units per year. Was this promise 
planned realistically? The answer is ‗no‘. 
 
The agencies which are supposed to deliver the project are functional-oriented in nature, where red tape, bureaucratic approvals 
and trans-departmental differences are in abundance. The staff within these units and agencies are not trained or prepared to 
manage such a big project. 
 
The government requires an immediate strategic review of the project to assess whether it is feasible to build five million units. 
If not, what is the realistic number of units that can be delivered in five years? Are existing agencies capable of delivering it or not? 
Most probably, they are not. If not, then what should be the delivery mechanism? Who will be executing, regulating and monitoring 
the implementation on ground? What will be the shape of the special purpose vehicle? 
 
A new department or a project management office under the prime minister is needed to ensure a high-level commitment while also 
streamlining the decision making process. Is the current level of expertise of government personnel sufficient to meet the demands? 
If not, are current local markets capable of providing the required number of experts with relevant experience and skills, even 
labour? 
 
How will finance be managed? How will private partnership with real estate developers and financing banks be ensured? Are current 
commercial banks or house building financial institutes efficient enough to streamline financing or not? What are the collateral and 
warranties available for banks to avoid administrative requirements and unnecessary delays? 
 
Muhammad Ali Shaikh 
Seoul, South Korea 
(From the Newspaper Dawn, 09, 22/09/2019) 

https://www.dawn.com/authors/422/reuters
https://www.dawn.com/news/1506597/housing-scheme
https://www.dawn.com/authors/384/from-the-newspaper


Housing   URC

 

  
Page 30 

 
  

Abandoned: Clifton Aquarium-a sombre remnant of its former glory 
 
If words can paint a picture, the older of Karachi‘s citizenry pleasantly recall the weekends they‘d spend by the Clifton beach. 

The evening sun anchoring into the lapsing sea as scores of people thronged the 
beachfront to find refuge from the roaring city – some in pursuits of entertainment, some 
for relaxation and some in their devotion to the beloved. 
 
The city‘s coastline offered citizens of Karachi a multi-class space with Abdullah 
Shahghazi‘s shrine, a temple, a park and in its prime, the city‘s only public aquarium, all 
on the same stretch. However today, after remaining shut to the public for over two 
decades, the once-popular Clifton Aquarium tells a ghastly story of neglect and abuse 
which haunts its crumbling façade. 
 
A tale of apathy 
Inaugurated in 1965, under president Ayub Khan‘s government, Clifton Aquarium 

offered the citizens of Karachi and those who came to the city, a unique experience to view and interact with a variety of ma rine 
life ranging from schools of vividly coloured fish and those one could only imagine seeing on NatGeo Wild. 
 
The 1,500 square-feet facilities housed 47 aquariums for salt and freshwater fish, along with spacious pools for sea turtles, a 
workshop, a breeding section and a laboratory to test water quality. 
 
The aquarium, which was frequented by hoards of people of all ages, generated millions in revenue for Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation (KMC) and generated employment and paid for the hundreds of its employees. However, over the years of 
untended coastal erosion, the shoreline structure began to diminish and lose shape until 1998, when a part of the building 
collapsed and the facility was sealed on the basis of being a public safety hazard. 
 
With the aquarium closed to the public, much of its marine life was dumped back into the sea and the facility was transferred to 
the Works And Services Department of the KMC, with empty promises of repair and re-opening. Though under president 
Musharraf‘s regime and the supervision of Parks and Horticulture Department, the building‘s exterior did see some repair works 
with the renovation of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, much of Clifton Aquarium remains nonfunctional. 
 
A ghastly sight 
The faded walls, the crumbling pillars, and the numerous irons rods which ominously dangle from the ceiling are enough to send 
chills down the spine. But in its prime, the place was frequented by people of all ages. Although in the last 20 years, multi ple 
governments have expressed thoughts of reopening the aquarium to the public but owing to the lack of funds, Clifton Aquarium 
has only but remained inaccessible. 
 
―Clifton aquarium is a big project for which a large amount of fund is required,‖ shared Metropolitan Commissioner of KMC, Dr  
Saifur Rehman while speaking to The Express Tribune. 
 
Whereas Senior Taxonomist and in charge of marine reference collection and resource center at the University of Karachi, Dr 
Abdul Qadeer Muhammad Ali, believes there is an entire world of botanical creatures hidden in the sea. ―Awareness about 
marine life is highly important to understand the ecosystem and it is unfortunate that despite being located on the extensive 
coastal strip of the Arabia Sea, we do not have any aquarium for the marine life. There should be numerous aquariums in Sindh  
and Balochistan,‖ he added. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 05, 28/09/2019) 
 

Sindh govt to allocate land for new graveyards in Karachi 
 
The Sindh Government has decided to allocate state land for graveyards in Karachi, with the commissioner tasked with 
identifying available state land in districts East and West for the purpose. 
 
This was decided in a meeting chaired by Sindh Chief Secretary (CS) Mumtaz Ali Shah on Friday. The meeting was attended by 
Metropolitan Commissioner Dr Syed Saifur Rehman, Karachi Development Authority Director General Dr Badar Jameel, Board 
of Revenue Member Tamizuddin Khehro and all deputy commissioners of Karachi. 
 
Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani told the participants that graveyards in the city were out of space and there was an 
immediate need to establish new graveyards in all six districts. 
 
Dr Rehman informed the participants that there were total of 203 graveyards under the administration of Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation, including 184 for Muslims, 12 for Christians, five for Hindus and one each for Jews and Parsis.  
 
He added that the KMC was developing three new graveyards in the city at Surjani sector 16, Link Road N-5 at Super Highway 
and in Taiser Town, Gaddap. 
 
The CS observed that shortage of space in graveyards was a major concern not just for Muslims, but also for the minority 
communities living in the city. He directed the Sindh Board of Revenue member to convene a meeting and allocate 300 acres of 
land in Gaddap, 200 acres in Bin Qasim Town and five acres in Korangi for graveyards. The CS further said that a summary for 
the available land would be submitted to the Sindh Cabinet for approval.   
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(By APP The Express Tribune, 05, 28/09/2019) 
 

‘Karachi is an ecological damaged city’ 
 
‗Fatehyab‘s City: Causes and Repercussions of Turmoil in Karachi‘ was the topic of the fourth lecture in memory of late president of 
the Pakistan Mazdoor Kissan Party Fatehyab Ali Khan, on the occasion of his ninth death anniversary, delivered by architect and 
town planner Arif Hasan at the Pakistan Institute of International Affairs (PIIA) here on Thursday. 
 
Beginning his lecture by paying tribute to Fatehyab Ali Khan, Arif Hasan said that they met as often as twice a week to discuss the 
issues faced by Pakistan. ―Fatehyab was passionate in his arguments. He had leanings towards the Left but was not a Communist. 
And he was a product of Karachi‘s city life,‖ he said. 
 
He said that Fatehyab‘s political activism started from student days. In university, he and his colleagues were often sent to prison 
where they also received beatings. They were a popular group of students who had been barred from entering the city, but they 
carried on with their activism and opposing Ayub Khan‘s government. 
 
―In the 1990s, Fatehyab took a stand on talks of separation of Karachi from Sindh as he strongly believed that Karachi was very 
much a part of Sindh,‖ he said. 
 
He said that Fatehyab came to Karachi in 1949 as a 13 or 14-year-old from Bombay. 
 
Lecture held to mark Fatehyab Ali Khan’s ninth death anniversary 
 
―Political opportunism was changing the demography of Karachi,‖ he said. At first, there was a huge population of Sindhi, Baloch 
and Brahvi people in Karachi with a few Urdu-speaking people, and even fewer Punjabi-speaking folks with hardly any Pashto-
speakers around as Hindus outnumbered Muslims. 
 
―But by 1951 the population of the Sindhi, Balochi and Brahvi people dropped as Urdu-speaking people increased in numbers. The 
Hindus decreased from making up 51 per cent of the population to two per cent and Muslims who were 42pc made up 90pc of the 
city. 
 
―Those who came to settle here are powerful. Their politics are subtle. They control a lot of resources,‖ he said, adding that Karachi 
is different from the other populated cities of the country. 
 
Central planning authority 
―Around 78pc of Sindh‘s formal jobs are in Karachi. The federal government also has strong links with Karachi, with the Karachi Port 
Trust, Customs, Civil Aviation Authority, Port Qasim all having their headquarters here. Twenty-five per cent of GDP comes from 
here along with the best education institutions, the best health facilities all here as well,‖ he said, adding that the jobs, revenue, etc, 
can be controlled by the PPP government through a centralised system while the MQM controls the city through a highly 
decentralised system. 
 
―The PPP has majority in the Sindh Assembly but it needs to build capacity in DMCs. For this it needs training institutions for 
development there in order to do away with the KMC,‖ he said. ―But still, it will not solve the problems of the city. For that you need a 
central planning authority and research. Such things existed earlier but in a fragmented way. In 1989, we had proposed a central 
planning authority but were told that there were too many agencies and it would not be possible. But if it can work in places such as 
Mumbai and Bangkok, why not here?‖ 
 
The problem here, according to the town planner, is that when it comes to creating working relationships at the middle and bottom 
levels, no one is willing to do that. 
 
―A ticking time bomb, not to be solved even by the agencies in place is the land and housing issue in Karachi,‖ he said, adding that 
the demand for housing was falling short of the supply. ―There is a demand for 120,000 units per year and the supply is 42,000 units 
per year. 
 
―Earlier, katchi abadis used to make up the deficit but then they were also located within the city and had schools, hospitals, 
recreation areas, transport, etc, within reach. But now most katchi abadis are on the outskirts of the city where all kinds of facilities 
are out of reach and where the people don‘t want to live. When they have no other choice, they sleep on roadsides and under 
flyovers on weekdays when they are working in the city and they only go home on Saturdays or Sundays to save on transport fare. 
 
―The commercial sector has catered to this demand by building high-rises of six to seven floors on 50 to 80 square yard plots and 
creating dense and congested neighbourhoods with not enough toilets. The husbands and older boys sleep in parks to make room 
in their small homes, which is how the boys also join gangs,‖ he said. 
 
―The government even passed a law, the Sindh High Density Development Board Act, where this board which has only nine people 
may label any place as ‗high-density‘. They have also been known to call plots high-density and the law supports them. There is a 
need for reform or this city is going to get even worse as more and more housing schemes are launched to make money but no 
construction is happening there,‖ he said. 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/3869/app/
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―Now even when the nullahs, which keep flooding, are cleaned there will still be no improvement as after plotting being done on the 
Mehmoodabad nullah by the DHA, the KPT Officers‘ Society being created over the Soldier Bazaar nullah and due to reclamation 
over the other nullahs the outflow of sewage has been blocked. Garbage trucks dump garbage to fill land and create more plots in 
natural depressions. Hence, Karachi is an ecologically damaged city,‖ he announced. 
 
―There is a need for urban land reform and urbanisation fee. No one should be allowed to own land more than 500 square yards in 
size,‖ he said. 
 
Earlier, PIIA chairperson Dr Masuma Hasan spoke about Fatehyab Ali Khan, Rasheed Razvi, Mazhar Jamil and Arif Hasan‘s 
struggle to retake control of PIIA from the government. 
(By Shazia Hassan Dawn, 16, 28/09/2019) 
 

Govt asked to make Karachi's master plan with focus on high-rises, transport 
 

A moot of experts has discussed the issues of Karachi and called for preparing a master plan for the metropolis with special focus 
on infrastructure and public transport. 
 
A seminar titled ‗A clean Karachi but how‘ was organised by the Pakistan Medical Association and Karachi Citizens Forum (KCF) at 
the PMA House on Friday evening. 
 
PMA secretary general Dr S.M. Qaisar Sajjad informed the participants that the PMA and KCF had six meetings after rains in 
Karachi and discussed in detail the issues of garbage and sewage. 
 
Experts say alarming rise in skin infections, conjunctivitis, etc, is because of unhygienic city conditions 
 
―Many people were claiming to clean Karachi within a few months, weeks and in 48 hours but nothing happened,‖ he said, adding: 
―There is an increase in number of cases of waterborne diseases, mosquito- and fly-borne diseases, skin infections, conjunctivitis 
and others just because of filthy situation and unhygienic conditions in Karachi.‖ 
 
―Today, on this forum we will decide that who will clean Karachi, how will it be cleaned on a regular basis,‖ he said, asking the 
panellists to talk about the future strategy about cleaning Karachi and avoid describing previous stories. 
 
Pakistan Women Foundation for Peace chairperson Nargis Rehman said it was announced in 2011 that Karachi was not a city 
worth living in. ―Now it ranks fourth in the world‘s most unliveable cities. We have been facing loss of life and property for the last so 
many decades. We have discussed at large, Karachi‘s civic issues during our previous six meetings. It is regrettable that Karachi 
has no plan, whereas we need to have a new master plan.‖ 
 
She called for implementation of laws, accountability, monitoring and privatisation of sanitation of Karachi. 
 
Structured govt, governance needed for solving civic issues 
 
Former Sindh governor Kamal Azfar said that there were three governments working in the city. 
 
―There are six cantonment boards of the federal government and three development authorities of the Sindh government, whereas 
only one-third of Karachi comes under the jurisdiction of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation,‖ he said, adding: ―The basic problem 
of Karachi is overlap of power in different parts of the city. The entire Karachi remained under the Karachi Improvement Trust Act 
1950 (KIT Act) from 1950 to 1957 until the KIT Act was repealed and replaced by the Karachi Development Order 1957. You cannot 
solve the civic issues of Karachi until and unless there exists a structured government and governance in the city.‖ 
 
Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro of the PMA-Karachi talked about the burden of diseases in the city. 
 
―Thousands of patients are suffering from pneumonia, typhoid, dengue and diarrhoea. Patients suffering from diarrhoea visit tertiary-
care hospitals because our primary and secondary healthcare facilities are not functioning. We need to completely overhaul the 
primary and secondary healthcare system,‖ he said. ―We have laws but unfortunately there is no implementation. We need to 
strengthen our primary healthcare to decrease burden of tertiary care, then it‘s the need of the hour to spend more on prevention 
rather than cure.‖ 
 
Dr Qazi Mohammad Wasiq stressed upon the need to work on community hygiene, asking to include it in syllabus at school and 
college level. He said there should be a proper garbage collection system in each residential building of Karachi. 
 
Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Firdous Shamim Naqvi of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf said that the city could not 
be cleaned until disposal of three million tonnes of garbage. ―Only then start cleaning the city on a daily basis. This is not the 
responsibility of any single [entity] but responsibility of all of us to keep our city clean.‖ 
 
He claimed that he could clean Karachi on a daily basis if the responsibility of lifting garbage was given to him. 
 
He said that the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) had a fixed budget but they were not discharging their 
responsibilities. The KMC had its own budget for lifting garbage but the work was never done properly, he added. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1507884/govt-asked-to-make-karachis-master-plan-with-focus-on-high-rises-transport
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PTI MNA Aftab Hussain Siddiqui said the SSWMB should fulfil its responsibilities and increase its capacity. The local government 
should be strengthened and given powers to overcome the civic issues of Karachi, he added. 
 
Resolutions 
Participants of the seminar passed a resolution demanding an effective, sustainable and clean Karachi action programme to enforce 
rule of law, visible implementation of law, accountability and transparency. 
 
Through another resolution, they asked for a master plan for Karachi that should give priority to infrastructure, high-rises and 
transport. 
 
They called for prioritising the sanitation problem and water needs of Karachi and garbage disposal by redefining duties and 
responsibilities of the city‘s civic delivery authorities and ensuring coordination between them. 
 
A joint monitoring team (JMT) should be established, headed by a senior member of the superior judiciary, to oversee the clean 
Karachi programme. 
 
―We stress upon institutionalised programmes for sustained city cleanness involving government bodies and all stakeholders like 
industrialist, ulema, media, educational institutions, traders and building management committees. 
 
In the end, the audience regretted the absence of Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar and Chief Minister‘s Adviser Murtaza Wahab. 
(By PPI Dawn, 15, 29/09/2019) 

The master plan 
 
LAST month, the Balochistan chief minister announced that the Gwadar Master Plan had been approved, marking the completion of 

an important phase in sequencing the various economic, infrastructural and strategic 
developments being undertaken by different agencies, including many Chinese institutions. It 
is also believed that the plan will receive the National Development Council‘s endorsement. 
Many features in the plan are significant, given Gwadar‘s pivotal role in CPEC. 
 
The people of Balochistan in general and Gwadar in particular can draw satisfaction from the 
fact that the entire political and military leadership is in agreement in this crucial strategic 
venture. If undertaken appropriately, Gwadar can experience an exponential pace of 
development. Past initiatives did not yield results as per the aspirations of the local population, 

national and provincial leadership, but the present plan is expected to streamline actions based on extensive analysis and timely 
interventions. 
 
The strategic significance of Gwadar was never in doubt. The port is situated on Pakistan‘s south-western coast on the Arabian Sea, 
at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, through which more than one-third of the world‘s oil passes. It is situated between three vital 
regions: the Gulf, Central Asia and Southwest Asia. Despite these advantages, trade and commerce haven‘t been able to take off. 
High threshold costs are involved to make the port a working enterprise. 
 
Due to technical deficiencies in the port operations itself, trans-shipment activities cannot take place. Road connectivity to the rest of 
the province and the rest of the country is limited; the M8 Motorway from Gwadar to Sukkur-Larkana is only partially complete, and 
railroad development has yet to take off. Without proper land-based links, the real benefits of the port will be difficult to come by. The 
overarching impact of poor security and a hostile hinterland also causes impediments in the port‘s utilisation. Even large-scale 
enterprises such as shipyard development are affected due to lack of operational clarity and follow-up in decision-making. 
 
The strategic significance of Gwadar was never in doubt. 
 
Begun in 2008, the port is expected to take three more years to complete. The master plan and other policy instruments assign 
enormous importance to tax incentives, threshold assistance and other benefits. But investors will only be attracted if and when the 
real economic enterprises, with state support, begin functioning. Air links for Gwadar exist for small and medium passenger/cargo 
aircraft; now, 4,300 acres of land have been allocated for a new airport. This $256 million project, undertaken with Chinese 
assistance, is scheduled for completion in three years‘ time, and will catalyse business and commerce in the area. 
 
CPEC and Gwadar also depend on how our diplomatic and trade links with Central Asian Republics and Afghanistan evolve. The 
road-rail links from CAR can cater to Afghanistan‘s transport requirements. Once conditions in Afghanistan become conducive, it will 
spark momentum for regional trade activity. The $10 billion TAPI gas pipeline project is still on despite the Kashmir tensions, and will 
enable Turkmenistan to export natural gas to Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. With strategic energy supplies, the region, including 
Gwadar, will be transformed for the better. 
 
Real-estate enterprise is the most visible component of Gwadar‘s economic activities. The master plan has allocated over 40 per 
cent of land for housing and multi-use development. However, a major test for the administration lies in regulating land 
management, utilisation, monetisation and distribution controls. As far as allocation goes, key decisions are taken in the clouds and 
then enforced on Gwadar: local and provincial administrations do not have exclusive control in this respect. 
 
However, development control is one effective option that the Gwadar Development Authority can effectively apply. There are many 
legal, quasi-legal and illegal schemes floating around. If GDA can make land sales conditional to utilisation and occupancy, 
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speculation can be controlled. It must negotiate with the various federal and military institutions to constitute a Gwadar Steering 
Committee as a forum to review and decide matters of development and urban land management. The same platform can examine 
issues related to low-income housing, provision of basic amenities to underprivileged groups, and spatially connect large enterprises 
to evolving, small-scale vendor operations. 
 
Moreover, a multi-stakeholder consultation, involving political parties and groups, must be held on the present plan to make it a 
consensus document. Genuine concerns must be addressed by the powers that be to enable the local people take effective 
ownership of this venture. 
(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 09, 11/10/2019) 
 

Architects, town planners want 100-year master plan made for Karachi 
 

Eminent architects and town planners have recommended making a new and independent master plan of Karachi for the next 100 
years to turn the city into a beautiful metropolis with an efficient public transport system. 
 
They also highlighted the need to revive the Karachi Circular Railway. 
 
These recommendations were made at a conference held here on Wednesday on the subject of ‗Transforming Karachi‘. The 
conference was presided over by Chief Secretary Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah. The others who spoke at the moot included Yasmin Lari, 
Shahid Abdullah, Prof Dr Mir Shabbar Ali, Marvi Mazhar, Asad I.A. Khan, Prof Noman Ahmed, Local Government Minister Syed 
Nasir Hussain Shah, chairperson Planning and Development Naheed Shah Durrani, senior member Board of Revenue Qazi Shahid 
Pervaiz and Commissioner of Karachi Iftikhar Ali Shallwani. 
 
Highlighting the need to take effective steps for the promotion of cultural heritage of the city, the other recommendations by the 
conference pertained to land-use conversion, restoration of public parks, playgrounds and other amenities. The participants also 
stressed close coordination among the government, experts and academia for the development of Karachi, establishment of a 
history museum in the city, restoration and preservation of heritage buildings, revisiting the buildings declared earlier as heritage by 
the culture department. 
 
The agenda of the conference was to bring Karachi back to its glory which is best suited for the people and residents, restoring the 
parks, playgrounds and amenities, which have been converted for commercial purposes, developing an efficient public transport 
system, including circular railway, property tax and new reforms. 
 
Earlier welcoming the participants, the chief secretary appreciated the noted architects and urban master planners for making the 
conference a success by their suggestions. He said that their suggestions would help the department make necessary laws and 
improve infrastructure of Karachi and look after its civic amenities. 
 
He also informed the participants that the ministerial committee in its two sittings had also deliberated on master plan and had taken 
various decisions, including the establishment of a Sindh master plan authority. 
 
The CS said that the Sindh government was also working on a major project ‗Karachi Water & Sewerage Services Improvement 
Project (KWSSIP)‘ to meet the water needs of the people of the metropolis. ―The proposed project will be completed in a period of 
12 years with an investment of $1.6 billion to be shared by WB, AIIB, GoS at the ratio of 40:40:20,‖ he said. 
 
The project has been designed to be executed in four phases. The first phase which would cost $100m would be executed in 4 1/2 
years with a provision to start the second phase after one year of the first phase. The chief secretary also assured the experts on 
heritage that the provincial government would provide sufficient funds for the rehabilitation and preservation of heritage buildings of 
Karachi. 
 
Local Government Minister Nasir Husain Shah said that the government of Sindh was going to develop Karachi with the support of 
civil society and the suggestions advanced by civil society for the master plan would be taken care of while finalising the new master 
plan and all landowning agencies of Karachi would have to follow new laws and the master plan. 
 
During the conference, Naheed Shah Durrani and other project directors and experts, have given their detailed presentations on 
various projects. The director general of the Urban Policy and Strategic Planning of Sindh, managing director of the Karachi Water 
and Sewerage Board, the director general of excise and others attended the conference. 
(By Our Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 17/10/2019) 
 

Future of heritage in focus 
 
Heritage sites in most parts of the world are under threat due to lack of proper planning and fundamental changes in human 
activities. Often prone to neglect and mismanagement, and due to lack of resources for preservation, the sites lose their int rinsic 
value in the face of natural calamities and other environmental factors. Pakistan is also blessed with innumerable landmarks that 
hold historical and cultural significance, and needless to say, the risks and dangers looming over these sites are also numerous. 
Many remain unlisted, unexplored and evidently unprotected. 
 
Hence, to discuss the dangers posed to heritage sites of Pakistan, and especially those of Karachi, a seminar titled ―The Future 
of Heritage‖ was conducted at Aga Khan University on Friday. Speakers at the seminar highlighted the importance of 
conservation, restoration and adaptive reuse of historic sites in the urban fabric of Pakistan. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1511228/architects-town-planners-want-100-year-master-plan-made-for-karachi
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Speaking on the occasion, archaeologist and author Kaleemullah Lashari asserted that lack of monitoring created a certain 
immunity in the province [Sindh] that led to the decline of heritage. ―After partition, many official and private heritage buildings 
were converted into offices without taking their utility into consideration. The buildings were given into the hands of peopl e who 
had no understanding of heritage [management], hence their condition became deplorable,‖ said Lashari. ―Likewise, properties 
vacated in Sindh during partition were given to the new settlers without deciding who is going to look after them,‖ he 
mentioned.  ―There was no sensitisation regarding buildings with historical significance and numerous temples, community 
centres, goshalas and other establishments were left unattended.‖ 
 
Talking about the enlistments of heritage buildings in Karachi and Sindh, a professor of Architecture and Planning at NED 
University, Dr Anila Naeem explained that the process is largely covered under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Preservation Act 
(1994), which is the key legislation that provides coverage to over 2,500 notified properties in Karachi, Shikarpu r and other parts 
of the province. 
 
 ―This law is considered a turning point in the identification and recognition of culturally, historically and archaeologicall y 
significant properties, but unfortunately the heritage protection initiative has not gone beyond that,‖ lamented Naeem. ―There are 
several issues on an environmental level that need to be addressed to protect these buildings, including issues of infrastruc ture 
and services, street space management and imbalance in activity patterns,‖ she continued. 
 
Speakers at the seminar bemoaned that often the archaeological aspect is often ignored in the assessment of buildings by 
planning commissions. 
 
Addressing the seminar, researcher, activist and architect Arif Hasan, speaking with particular focus on Karachi, said, ―While 
affection for buildings and history exists in the city, there is no respect for their conservation.‖ 
 
 ―Most areas of Karachi where heritage is located are largely occupied and there is a dire need to make some serious 
conservation efforts,‖ he stressed. 
 
Also, referring to encroachment drives in the city, especially in the premises of Empress Market, Hasan said that market cult ure 
exists all over the world. ―The real challenge and achievement would be to devise a solution so that the people prosper, the city 
prospers and the environment is improved,‖ he said. 
 
Former Karachi administrator Fahim Zaman said that the size of the city has grown ten times and it is imperative to resolve t he 
‗pagri‘ system. 
 
―People do not buy buildings to restore them and there are many who neither understand the city nor connected with its reality,‖ 
said Zaman, as he shared relevant examples of various schemes that ignored heritage. ―The duality of ownership and financial 
state of most tenants poses the risk of degeneration of heritage buildings,‖ he maintained. 
 
Mentioning uplift projects that pose a threat to old buildings, architect and designer Attiq Ahmed said that development in 
infrastructure and transportation system is desperately needed [in Pakistan] but social and physical environments of the cities 
should not be impacted. 
 
―In cities like Karachi and Lahore, where the city‘s expansion has been completely unchecked, we do need to consider mass 
mobility,‖ Ahmed commented. ―However, should this mass mobility come at the cost of humans?‖ he questioned, adding that 
thousands of people may have to be forcibly relocated as a consequence of mass mobility. Continuing with his argument, 
Ahmed further questioned whether mass mobility should be achieved at the cost of compromising the environmental integrity of 
heritage sites. 
 
The participants also shed light on the concept that pertains to saving the facade of buildings while their interior continues to 
deteriorate. 
(By Allia Bukhari The Express Tribune, 05, 19/10/2019) 
 

Over 100 families evacuated from fishing villages in Sindh 
 
The very severe cyclone, Kyarr, which formed in the Arabian Sea on October 25, earlier this month, has diminished in intensity, 

with Chief Meteorologist Sardar Sarfaraz claiming that it has been downgraded to a Category 4 
cyclone as opposed to the initial Category 5. 
 
The Pakistan Meteorological Department also reiterated in its latest advisory that the ‗super 
cyclonic storm‘ does not pose any risk to the coastal areas of Pakistan. Nevertheless, at least 
100 families living in coastal villages had to be evacuated to nearby schools and other public 
facilities as the rising tide caused the seawater to enter their homes. 
 
Latest position 
According to the seventh advisory issued by the PMD, Cyclone Kyarr is centered in the middle 

of the Arabian Sea at a distance of 730 kilometres from Karachi and 665kms from Gwadar. 
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The advisory added that the cyclone was likely to move further to the northwest, before turning into the southwest direction. It 
added that though there was no imminent risk to the coastal belt, strong winds and high tides were expected to affect the coastal 
areas of Sindh and Balochistan. 
 
According to Chief Meteorologist Sardar Sarfaraz, with the intensity of the cyclone decreasing, the speed of winds, which was  
earlier recorded at 270kms per hour, has also decreased. He added that the western system will affect the cyclonic storm t oday 
(Wednesday), as a result of which light to moderate rain is expected in Karachi, Thatta and Badin as well as Balochistan‘s 
coastal area of Makran. 
 
According to Sarfaraz, the cyclone is continuously moving towards Oman while it will turn south-west today (Wednesday), after 
which it will enter the Gulf of Aden and may hit the Socotra Island on November 3. 
 
Ban on fishing 
The latest advisory has again warned the fishermen to avoid venturing out into the open sea for fishing. Fishing launches at 
different jetties of Karachi have been restricted from setting off for fishing expeditions for the next three days as the tides may 
get extraordinarily high. 
 
The tides have been predicted by the Met department to rise up to 10 feet in the night and early morning. According to the Met 
department, citizens should avoid visiting beaches and residents living along the coast should take precautionary measures.  
 
Flooding 
Meanwhile, seawater entered homes in Rehri Goth, Lath Basti and Chashma Goth on Monday night and Tuesday morning due 
to the storm and high tides. According to Coastal Media Cell of Ibrahim Hyderi, different jetties in the surroundings of Ibrahim 
Hyderi have submerged, adding to the fishermen‘s difficulties. The sea level has risen near the islands close t o Keamari 
including Shams Pir, Kika Pir, Baba Bhitt Island and others. 
 
According to the Fishermen Cooperative Society, fishing launches anchored near the floating jetty of Karachi Fish Harbour 
swayed over several feet-high tides while a flood-like situation was created as a result of the seawater entering residential areas 
like Malkani and Bil Mohalla in Rairhi Goth. The sea water entered even those houses that are built on raised ground. FCS 
officials said that its volunteers and workers visited the affected areas and shifted more than 100 affected families to nearby 
schools and colleges. 
 
Fishermen Cooperative Society‘s Harbour Security in-charge Nasir Boneri said that they had also requested the Maritime 
Security Agency late on Tuesday night for assistance in the rescue operation. 
 
It’s all fun and games 
Meanwhile, even as residents of coastal villages struggled to keep sea water from entering their homes, Karachi‘s citizens 
flocked to the beaches to witness the situation for themselves. 
 
Hundreds of citizens, armed with cameras, arrived at the Sea View beach and Do Dariya to take pictures of the rough waves.  
 
According to the Met dept, this is the first storm of this magnitude since 2007. The weather is expected to remain cloudy for  the 
next two days. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 30/10/2019) 
 

Heritage beyond buildings 
 
On June 28, 2018, the Supreme Court sought a report from the Sindh government on the steps taken to maintain and preserve 
Karachi‘s heritage sites. The apex court asked the relevant authorities to submit a list of the buildings protected under the  Sindh 
Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act 1994. Since 2018 the restoration of Karachi and the preservation of its heritage sites has  
been under debate not just among architects, historians, urban planners, and the government, bureaucracy and local bodies, but 
also the citizens. The conversation, prompted by the recent anti-encroachment drives, under the directives of the apex court, has 
been centred on two dissenting points of view. There are those who argue that the encroachments are not necessarily removed 
from Karachi‘s history. They make the case that the city‘s people, its markets and bazaars, are intrinsic to its very spirit. And 
then, there are those who are more rigid in their definition of beauty – ‗restoration‘ for them is more clinical, structural, physical 
and sanitised. Architect and urban planner Arif Hasan would distinguish between the two as ‗tangible and intangible‘ cultural  
heritage. The former focuses primarily on the sites themselves while the latter extends beyond buildings – encompassing 
communities, monuments, memorials, and lives which have formed around it. 
 
Speaking at a session titled ‗The Future of Karachi‘s Heritage‘ at The Karachi Conference 2019, Hasan personified the buildin g 
as a woman. He called for a conceptual understanding of the word ‗heritage‘ which goes beyond the building with a life of its 
own. ―There are signs of history in every corner of our country. And you cannot look after all of them. The need of the time is that 
they should be saved from destruction. Sure, restore the ones you can, but protect them all [from deteriorating].‖ 
 
The list that the Supreme Court sought, as panellist Danish Zuby of Shehri-Citizens for a better environment, pointed out, has 
been in the works since 1984. According to Zuby, by 1986, architect Yasmeen Lari had identified around 600 significant 
buildings in Karachi. ―These ancient buildings of our city are like orphaned children. Although we‘ve listed them out, we hav en‘t 
developed a proper mechanism for what‘s to happen next. There is no institutional backing, no legal coverage [for the future of 
these sites].‖ 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8754/our-correspondent-6/
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The speakers stressed that while laws exist to preserve Sindh‘s heritage sites – Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act 1994 
– there is little to no work being done on the actual enactment of the law. 
 
Zuby laid out the process in four stages with listing being only the first stage towards the preservation of heritage sites. The 
second stage, according to him, is an investigation of ownership and in certain cases, the people occupying or residing in the 
said building. This would then be followed by gauging the structural strength of the site and the initiation of remedial 
programmes in the fourth stage. 
 
A problem, however, with these stages coming into practice, as panellist Dr Anila Naeem of NED University pointed out, is that 
there is little to no training imparted to government officials in terms of heritage preservation. The same flaw persists in our 
education system as well, she added. 
 
The speakers were expanding upon the issues highlighted by archaeologist Dr Kaleemullah Lashari who gave examples of 
restoration efforts at Frere Hall, Edward House, and the Police Museum of Karachi, among others, as sites where restoration 
work reached a certain stage but was then met with red tape, which caused hindrances in some works and brought others to a 
halt. Chief among his examples was the case of Mithi Ram Hostel where restoration work was prevented from completion.  
 
Lashari recounted, that there were proposed restoration works after the blast  in 2009. ―However, there were vested interests in 
not restoring the building. The owners wanted expansion work which was also beneficial for traders and they supported the 
demolition of the site instead,‖ he said while maintaining that the funds had been arranged for restoration by people engaged in 
the restoration work. According to Lashari, the vested interests connived with officials and the police to prevent the restoration of 
the building. The site is now occupied by Rangers who use the building as a sub-jail.  ―The plan [for restoration] which is 
proposed is done with the sanction of the government and the funds are provided by the government. However, before reaching 
completion, the work is halted, and the government takes no notice of the matter.‖ 
 
―We‘ve made the Acts [the laws], but the rules haven‘t been made,‖ said Lashari referring to the heritage preservation act. He 
emphasised that this systemic flaw has led to poor implementation of the existing laws at the expense of sites marked for 
preservation. 
 
Meanwhile, a paper written by James Strachan, entitled, ‗The Karachi Waterworks‘ was presented by Dr Abdul Rehman, which 
brought home Hasan‘s point of heritage extending beyond buildings. Rehman walked the audience through the 150-year old 
water system, established by Strachan, of which one well still remains functional and supplies 500,000 gallons of water to Gadap 
Town on a daily basis. The network of wells exists to this day, and while they aren‘t all functional, they are still significant fixtures 
in the lives and memories of those who live in the area.  Karachi Metropolitan Corporation Land Archives Project Director Fareed 
Ahmed also presented a paper explaining KMC‘s efforts towards documentation of written heritage which included the print 
editions of local newspapers. The audience appreciated the KMC‘s efforts and also knowingly laughed when Hasan asked 
Ahmed as to where these archives were stored. 
(By Jaza Aqil The Express Tribune, 05, 03/11/2019) 
 

Karachi’s future development hangs in balance, say panellists 
 
The bustling metropolis and the largest city in Pakistan is often under scrutiny for its growing crime rate, burgeoning population 
and deteriorating infrastructure. 
 
A myriad of issues prevailing over Karachi has, to an extent, affected the development process and marred a potential yet to be 
fully explored. And as if the existing problems weren‘t enough, the recent monsoon season wreaked havoc on Karachi.  
 
The 7th Annual Karachi Conference on Saturday discussed Karachi‘s future development in the wake of these recent 
challenges, emphasising the effects of the recent rains on the sewerage, drainage, power and transport system. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, former Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) leader Farooq Sattar said that criminal 
negligence on the part of provincial, federal and local governments is responsible for Karachi‘s deplorable state in the aftermath 
of unprecedented rains. ―It‘s a collective failure of all the authorities concerned. Karachi, the biggest cosmopolitan city, lacks 
ownership. There is a dire need to make improvements on structural and organisational levels,‖ said Sattar. 
 
 ―The provincial government should establish local bodies and empower them since Karachi‘s infrastructure issues fall under the 
latter‘s domain,‖ he highlighted. 
 
The former MNA also presented his constitutional and administrative solutions to issues hampering the metropolis‘s growth. 
 
―The next mayor would need between 25 and 30 years to understand the dynamics of Karachi. I would emphasise the 
implementation of Article 140-A, which can be the saviour of the city and salvage issues without deepening the urban-rural 
divide,‖ added Sattar.  The conference also saw representatives from K-Electric (KE) highlight the concept of ‗urban resilience‘ 
and challenges concerned with the city‘s electric supply. 
 
―Karachi‘s population is growing rapidly and so is the pressure on resources and the overall infrastructure,‖ said KE Chief 
Distribution Officer Amer Zia. 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8345/jaza/
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―Due to urban planning challenges, people are facing difficulties. We couldn‘t supply electricity to inundated areas of  Ibrahim 
Haideri during the rains for safety concerns.‖ 
 
K-Electric officials stressed that urbanisation in other countries increased the overall productivity of cities. In Karachi, on  the 
other hand, people could not avail the benefits. They underscored that the power infrastructure has been encroached, creating a 
dangerous and unsafe system. 
 
Leader of the opposition in the Sindh Assembly Firdous Shamim elaborated on the K4 project and the city‘s water issues.  
 
―Karachi‘s population is increasing at a rate of 4.2%, according to the census,‖ he said. ―There is still a shortage of water in the 
city. Further, around 30% of Karachi‘s water is wasted due to line losses. These facts should also be considered when talking  
about planning,‖ he said. 
(By Allia Bukhari The Express Tribune, 03/11/2019) 
 

Move to ensure easy verification of land records 
 

The Sindh government has decided to establish an e-networking mechanism to coordinate all landholding departments and 
agencies to ensure easy verification of land records for the convenience of investors, officials said on Saturday. 
 
They said that a decision to this effect was taken in a follow-up meeting between Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and a 
delegation of the World Bank Group led by its vice president for equitable growth, finance and institutions (EFI) Ceyla Pazarbasioglu 
here at the CM House. 
 
Sindh Chief Secretary Mumtaz Shah, planning and development chairperson Naheed Shah and other officials representing finance 
and investment in the Sindh government attended the meeting. 
 
Ms Pazarbasioglu and her team suggested the provincial government to create greater convenience and ease for investors to obtain 
no-objection certificates (NOCs) for launching their business. 
 
A delegation of World Bank Group asks the CM to simplify the process of NOCs for new businesses 
 
The investors should not go from one department to another for obtaining NOCs, as they should only apply to the investment 
department for launching a business for which the department itself would arrange clearance from the relevant departments and 
agencies to issue NOCs. 
 
CM Shah said the delays in issuance of NOCs were due to multiple landholding departments and agencies. He directed the 
investment department to develop an e-networking system connecting all landholding agencies so that the investment ministry could 
issue them NOCs. 
 
The chief minister also asked the chief secretary to make reforms at sub-registrar level so that registration, transfer and mutation 
issues of properties could be digitised and resolved within a day. 
 
The World Bank delegation appreciated Mr Shah for his personal interest in creating ease of doing business in Sindh. 
 
The meeting was informed that a portal launched by the Sindh government at the Sindh Building Control Authority had produced 
good results but the provincial government still had to expand its network further. 
 
The World Bank officials assured the Sindh government of providing technical assistance in developing the network. 
 
The meeting appreciated the Sindh Revenue Board‘s performance in tax collection. The participants said that the board proved itself 
as an efficient and business-friendly tax-collecting agency. 
 
The meeting also appreciated the provincial government‘s move to develop an efficient social protection system as promised by the 
Pakistan Peoples Party in its election manifesto. Under the manifesto women empowerment had been ensured by advancing small 
loans for launching cottage industries, poverty alleviation programmes, food security, health programmes, etc. 
 
The chief minister thanked the World Bank Group for supporting his government in water sector projects, including rehabilitation of 
Sukkur and Guddu barrages for improvement of rural economy and support for the Karachi water board reforms programme. 
(By Newspaper Staff‘s Reporter Dawn, 15, 03/11/2019) 
 

Urban displacement, library culture discussed on final day of Karachi conference 
 

‗The politics of displacement and resettlement in urban Pakistan‘ and the ‗Karachi‘s book cultures‘ were the two main topics of 
discussion on the third and final day of the 7th Annual Karachi Conference held at the Institute of Business Administration‘s city 
campus here on Sunday. 
 
Six research scholars —four from the Karachi Urban Lab and two from Habib University — read out their papers in the day‘s initial 
session about the politics of displacement and resettlement in urban Pakistan. 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8384/allia-bukhari/
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Soha Macktoom, who presented a paper titled ‗Constructing house and home‘, reminded that the people living around the loop line 
of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), who are now in danger of being displaced due to the 
rehashing of the project, used to be called ‗project-affected persons‘ during a study carried 
out by the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 
 
―But after JICA pulled out of the project, they are being referred to as encroachers and their 
homes are being called illegal settlements, slums, etc,‖ she said. 
 
Ms Macktoom observed that the language used for the people living by the old tracks was 
being used to justify a violent action against them. ―When they are shown as a menace that 

shouldn‘t have been there, they are looked on as illegal and thus bulldozed.‖ 
Researchers say lack of CNICs prevents Afghan refugees from enrolling their children in schools, colleges 
 
―But these settlements came up in the 1950s, first as bamboo sheds and then with reinforced cement concrete roofs as they moved 
towards permanence. Some three generations have lived in these homes today,‖ she said, adding that over the years they were 
even extended utilities and civic amenities by politicians to gain votes as they saw society also acknowledging them. 
 
―Now the demolition drive affects their livelihoods. They will be completely removed from the map as they are sent to the outskirts of 
the city and have to start afresh as their old connections to the city are broken,‖ she said. 
 
Kevin Shi shared his study on ‗Definition, delineation and destruction‘ through newspaper archives. 
 
Arsam Saleem questioned who financed such projects as the revival of the KCR and, more importantly, who were the people who 
would be using the mode of travel and benefiting from it. 
 
Fizza Qureshi highlighted the problems faced by women due to displacement and resettlement through her paper about ‗Gendered 
resistance‘. 
 
She pointed out that men and women experienced and navigated around the city quite differently. ―Men dominate most spaces in 
Karachi and the women who earlier used to have their children‘s schools, doctors‘ clinics, the market, etc, at walking distances 
would need public transport after being displaced. But not feeling safe while doing that they would rather just not step out of their 
home altogether,‖ she said. 
 
―This is how displacement ruptures the social fabric through a lack of urban infrastructure,‖ she added. 
 
Afghan refugees 
Zahra Batool spoke about the ‗Documentation and opportunity nexus: Afghan refugees‘ access to employment and education in 
Pakistan‘. ―They don‘t have CNICs, which prevents them from having bank accounts, enrolling their children in schools and colleges. 
The lack of education and statelessness prevents them from getting good jobs. For them this has turned into a vicious cycle,‖ she 
added. 
 
Shahmir Faisal added to that study with his paper on ‗Afghan migrants in Pakistan: ethnic discrimination‘. 
 
―With no identity cards and other issues faced by Afghans here, they feel safer to live in communities as it provides them with 
support. With two generations born here they would like to call this country their home but they are not accepted as citizens of 
Pakistan,‖ he said. 
 
Having heard what the young scholars had to say Dr Severine Minot, one of the panellists, said she could pull together a common 
thread in all of the papers which had to do with mobilisation and people‘s concern for their safety. ―They feel vulnerable and not 
being accepted as rightful residents or citizens of a place can also hurt national unity,‖ she observed. 
 
Architect and town planner Arif Hasan said that the world was changing. ―There used to be a welfare state but today it is no longer 
the business of the state to do business. With planning gone the projects are coming from foreign investors. Suddenly the state is 
out of the picture and power of decision making has gone to the corporate sector,‖ he pointed out. 
 
Session on Karachi’s book cultures 
The session about ‗Karachi‘s book cultures‘ had owners and managers of libraries and book centres and authors talk about their 
collections and work to give way to a lively discussion about what is happening with libraries in the city and how to make them more 
accessible to people. 
 
Habib Hussain Abbasi, who inherited the 109-year-old Abbasi Kutb Khana (library) from his maternal grandfather and his father, 
provided the interesting history of the place that houses very old and valuable books among others. 
 
―The library doesn‘t just have Urdu and English books, there are also books written in Sindhi, Pashto, Persian and Arabic in a variety 
of subjects,‖ he said, while naming some literary greats who used to frequent the library for research. 
 
Sister Rukhsana Samuel gave a presentation about the Christian Bookstore, which was founded by the Pauline Publication in 1915. 
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Nasir Javed spoke about the Mushfiq Khwaja Trust Library, which houses the private collection of the late writer, critic and poet 
Mushfiq Khwaja along with several other collections and rare journals which they are now in the process of digitalising. 
 
Mohammad Yousuf, author of Karachi ke Qaumi Kutb Khanay, said that he penned his book to tell the people about the many big or 
small libraries of the city. ―There have been two editions published of the book so far and I am still stumbling on libraries that even I 
didn‘t know of. Those places I will add in the third edition of my book,‖ he said. 
 
Dr Masuma Hasan, chairperson of the Pakistan Institute of International Affairs, said that institute‘s library belonged to the PIIA, 
which happens to be the country‘s oldest think tank having come into existence in August 1947. 
 
―But,‖ she said, ―there was an even older private institute by the name of the Indian Institute of International Affairs in Delhi before 
that. When it was felt that Pakistan was soon going to become a reality, it was decided to move the institute to Karachi by vote 
during an annual general meeting.‖ 
 
―The institute‘s 350 books arrived in Karachi then on one of the Pakistan Special Trains after Sarwar Hasan, who was in charge of 
the institute, went to Liaquat Ali Khan and the Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, with their wish of moving to Karachi,‖ she 
added. 
 
Speaking about the workings of the PIIA library, which is a reference library now after many of their borrowed books were not 
returned, she said that apart from housing rare and valuable books they also got some 99 journals some of which they also got in 
exchange for their journals and quarterlies such as Pakistan Horizon. 
 
She added that they also have complete archives of newspapers such the Dawn, Jang and Nawa-i-Waqt from the time they started 
publication. 
 
Archaeologist, historian and author Kaleemullah Lashari, who chaired the session, provided some history of libraries in Karachi and 
how they came about. He said that the oldest of these was the Military Stationary Library followed by the Persian Institute Library 
and the General Library at Frere Hall. 
 
―But these were all 19th Century libraries. It was the law in those days for all municipalities to use one per cent of their budget for the 
setting up of libraries,‖ he said, adding that now sadly there were not much funds for libraries. 
 
Social scientist Tasneem Siddiqui and writer, poet, architect and chief editor of Urdu Dictionary Board Aqeel Abbas Jafri also spoke. 
(By Shazia Hassan Dawn, 13, 04/11/2019) 
 

Govt notified 1006 katchi abadis in Sindh, PA told 
 

The Sindh Assembly was told on Monday that as many as 1,006 out of 1,414 identified katchi abadis had been notified as the 
provincial government intended to provide ownership to poor people living in shantytowns. 
 
While furnishing a statement and replies to the lawmakers‘ written and verbal queries during the Question Hour session in the 
house, Human Settlement Minister Ghulam Murtaza Baloch said Karachi alone had 575 identified shantytowns and 469 of them had 
been notified. 
 
Giving the breakup of the katchi abadis across the province, he said that there were 408 slums in Hyderabad, 144 in Shaheed 
Benazirabad, 112 in Larkana, 91 in Sukkur and 84 in Mirpurkhas. 
 
The minister said that 262 shantytowns had been notified in Hyderabad, 65 in Sukkur, 70 in Larkana, 49 in Mirpurkhas and 91 in 
Shaheed Benazirabad as per the master list of the shantytowns under the Sindh Katchi Abadis Act 1987. 
 
He said the process of granting ownership rights was in process in various katchi abadis across the province. ―The Sindh Katchi 
Abadi Authority (SKAA) has so far regularised 350 katchi abadis and owners of over 43,991 units had been granted lease in the 
province,‖ he added. 
 
To a verbal query, the minister said that the shantytowns established up to 1997 were identified under the law. He said that a bill 
would soon be tabled in the provincial assembly to identify and regularise those slums which were established up to 2012 as was 
done in Punjab. 
 
Sharing a district-wise breakup of shantytowns in Karachi, Mr Baloch said there were as many as 125 identified katchi abadis in 
district Central, 71 in Malir, 114 in East, 63 in South and 202 in West. 
 
He said the provincial government intended to regularise all those settlements which emerged up to June 30, 1997 as provided in 
the SKAA 1987. 
 
In reply to a question, the minister said that occupants of units in one katchi abadi in Korangi (Karachi), four in Jacobabad, three in 
Khairpur and one in Sukkur were given allotment letters. 
 
As for the criterion of declaring a shantytown as katchi abadi, he said that settlement should be in existence on or before June 1997 
and it must have at least 40 dwelling units. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1514900/govt-notified-1006-katchi-abadis-in-sindh-pa-told
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In reply to another question, Baloch said that as many as nine katchi abadis were upgraded during 2015-2016 and seven others in 
2016-2017. 
 
He said that two shantytowns were upgraded in Malir and one each in district Central (Karachi), Korangi, South, Mirpurkhas, Thatta, 
Sukkur and Larkana in 2015-16 while two each katchi abadis were upgraded in Mirpurkhas and Benazirabad and one each in 
Mirpurkhas, Thatta, Naushahro Feroz and district Malir in 2016-17. 
 
To a verbal question, the minister said that the authority lacked the required funds for upgrading the slums. 
 
To another verbal query, he said that it was not the responsibility of the SKAA to restrict the emergence of shantytowns in the 
province. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16, 05/11/2019) 
 

Many lives at risk due to illegal constructions: ABAD chairperson 
 
Association of Builders and Developer of Pakistan (ABAD) Chairperson Mohsin Sheikhani has sent letters to the relevant 
authorities, informing them that the lives of around one million people are at risk due to illegal and substandard construct ions by 
―unscrupulous elements that are facilitated by corrupt Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) officials.‖ 
 
He has stated in the letters that those responsible for illegal and unscrupulous constructions are guilty of flouting SBCA ru les 
and regulations. 
 
Sheikhani has sent letters to Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah, Sindh Chief Secretary Mumtaz Ali Shah, Sindh 
Local Government Minister Nasir Hussain Shah, Advisor to CM on Law Murtaza Wahab, National Disaster Management 
Authority Chairperson Lt. Gen. Muhammad Afzal and Sindh Disaster Management Authority Chairperson Syed Salman Shah. 
 
He has pointed out in the letters that various elements have been involved in illegal constructions in Karachi, in violation of the 
Sindh Building Control Ordinance (SBCO), 1979. He has warned that in the aftermath of such substandard and illegal 
constructions, many lives can be lost if a natural disaster occurs. He has expressed regret over the non-compliance of SBCO – a 
law aimed at regulating building construction and holding SBCA officials accountable. 
 
According to Sheikhani, unapproved and illegal buildings in the city can collapse at any time. 
 
The ABAD chairperson has suggested in the letters that the government appoints an expert from the private sec tor as the head 
of SBCA, as stated under section four of SBCO. In this regard, he also gave the example of the Lahore Development Authority 
that is headed by an expert from the private sector, which, according to Sheikhani, has made the body‘s operations m ore 
efficient and effective. 
 
Sheikhani has stated in the letters that as per section 4 (b) of SBCO, a governing body is to oversee the operations of SBCA and 
monitor the appointment of a director general to run its technical and administrative matters.    But, unfortunately, no one cares 
about implementing laws in letter and in spirit, he said, adding that the issuance of approvals for legal buildings has been halted, 
whereas illegal buildings are being constructed without any fear. He warned that thousands of people may die due to the 
construction of substandard and illegal buildings in case of a natural calamity. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 06/11/2019) 
 

Minister stresses civil society's role in restoration of Karachi's heritage 
 

Provincial Minister for Culture, Tourism and Antiquities Syed Sardar Ali Shah informed the Sindh Assembly on Thursday that nearly 
half of the 3,317 heritage buildings and sites across the province were in Karachi, adding that their conservation was not possible 
without establishing an endowment fund. 
 
He said that the culture department did not have sufficient resources and manpower for the restoration of the protected buildings, 
adding that the task could be achieved only by engaging civil society and setting up an endowment board and a permanent body. 
 
Furnishing a statement and replies to the lawmakers‘ written and verbal queries during Question Hour in the house, Mr Shah said 
the Makli necropolis in Thatta and Moenjodaro in Larkana were among the six declared World Heritage Sites by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation. 
 
He said that the federal government had not allocated or spent any money for the conservation of the two World Heritage Sites in 
the province. 
 
The minister was sharing information in the house while replying to supplementary questions asked by members on a written 
question of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf member Saeed Ahmed, who had asked Mr Shah about the heritage buildings in Karachi‘s 
district West. 
 
He said that a survey of the heritage buildings and sites was conducted by the culture department on directives of the Sindh High 
Court. ―As many as 3,317 buildings and sites have been enlisted across the province and of them 1,744 are in Karachi,‖ he added. 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8754/our-correspondent-6/
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The minister said that the heritage survey of 37 buildings and sites in district West had been done and they would be notified after 
the approval of the advisory committee on heritage. 
 
However, he said, the responsibility for repair and maintenance of these buildings lay with the buildings‘ owners. 
 
In reply to a question by PTI member Sidra Imran, the minister said that 178 cultural events were conducted in parts of the province 
by the culture department during the past three years. 
 
Answering a verbal question by Ms Imran, he said that 37 of the total 82 events were conducted in Karachi during 2018. 
 
Separately, he said that various cultural, musical and theatre events, especially Sindhi folk music and solo instrumental 
performances, were arranged across the country and in different countries, including Australia, Denmark, Canada, UK, UAE, Egypt 
and Turkey, to promote Sindhi culture in Pakistan and abroad. 
 
In reply to another written question by Ms Imran, the minister said that the website of Sindh Tourism Development Corporation was 
fully functional and open for online booking of accommodation at Keenjhar Lake Resort (Thatta), Lal Shahbaz Rest House (Sehwan) 
and Sambara Inn Hotel (Larkana). 
 
He said the number of bookings for accommodation at Keenjhar Lake Resort was 189,446 during the past three months. 
 
In reply to a verbal question, the minister said that the Gorakh Hill Station did not come under the domain of the Sindh Tourism 
Development Corporation. He said the Gorakh Hill Development Authority developed facilities for visitors at the resort. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 15/11/2019) 
 

The ruins of Gora Qabristan 
 
On June 30, 1912, Phyllis Louis, wife of the then Karachi collector, Staveley Lawrence, died in a tragic accident while trave lling 
in a horsedrawn carriage. Following Loius‘ death, Henry commissioned the construction of a tomb in Karachi‘s Gora Qabristan – 
a Christian cemetery – where she was laid to rest. 
 
Today, Louis is soundly asleep in the cemetery, among many others, as drug addicts, encroachments and garbage piles 
continue to mire her six-pillared, once pristine white, marble tomb. And seemingly, the government too hasn‘t lost sleep over the 
plight of the forgotten graves of the historical British-era graveyard. 
 
The problem runs deep in history The tale of Gora Qabristan‘s sorry state began way back, right after the creat ion of Pakistan in 
1947. The country saw a huge influx of migrants at the time of its independence and a majority of them chose to settle in 
Karachi, considering the metropolis apt for restarting their lives. 
 
Many of these migrants were allotted land for residence adjacent to Gora Qabristan. Over time, the boundaries of these 
residential plots extended and encroached upon the graveyard‘s land, which presently serves as a safe haven for drug addicts 
and stray dogs. Moreover, Louis‘ place of rest too suffered in the aftermath of the development. 
 
The tomb, which had remained intact till the time of the independence of Pakistan, lost its glory and beauty, marred by the 
continual and gradual illegal acquisition of the cemetery‘s land. 
 
A failed attempt at restoration nevertheless, though insufficient and scant, measures have been taken in the past to preserve the 
graveyard, mainly against encroachments.  In a failed attempt to prevent the invasion of the historical graveyard, the initiative to 
erect a boundary wall along the cemetery‘s periphery was taken when Mustafa Kamal was Karachi‘s mayor. 
 
At the same time, Louis‘ tomb, too, was renovated and its white marble was replaced with cream-coloured marble.  However, 
restoration efforts did little to halt the encroachment as a large part of Gora Qabristan was already occupied by then and besides 
graves, it housed quite a few multistorey buildings. The efforts proved futile and it was not too long before the cemetery was 
again invaded by menaces like encroachments and garbage. 
 
In ruins Presently, the graveyard is virtually abandoned by the Sindh government and the district administration and the graves – 
those that remain despite the unwanted incursions – present an ugly sight, buried under piles of garbage and dirt. 
 
According to the cemetery‘s supervisor, Sarfaraz, the graveyard serves as the dumping ground for waste from nearby 
neighbourhoods. He lamented that despite multiple requests to refrain from littering the cemetery, the residents continue to 
dump garbage in the graveyard. 
 
 ―We have requested them time and again to not to dump garbage here [in the graveyard] and respect its sanctity but they pay 
no heed,‖ he said. Sarfaraz claimed that the graveyard‘s administration takes all possible measures to ensure that it is kept 
clean but garbage continues to accumulate. 
 
The supervisor further complained that the cemetery is used as a passageway by the residents of nearby localities and a 
playground by the children. He also pointed out that the cemetery‘s boundary wall is in a derelict condition and said that letters 
have been written to the provincial government and the district administration, requesting them to reconstruct the boundary wall. 
―However, we haven‘t received a reply from either of them yet,‖ he said. 
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Akin to the rest of the graveyard, Louis‘ tomb too is suffering the same fate of destruction and ruination. Once the tallest 
structure in the space, it is today lost amid a maze of illegal structures strewn across the graveyard‘s land. In the day, it  can be 
seen littered with garbage heaps and at night it serves as a drug addicts‘ den. And yet, like Louis, the relevant authorities  
continue to slumber in the midst of the silent obliteration of the house of the dead. 
(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 05, 19/11/2019) 
 

City to have more high-rises amid growing water, sanitation crises 
 

Can a city marred by a serious crisis of governance and resources afford further densification? Why is the government allowing 
construction of more projects when its own departments and utility agencies are unable to provide guarantees on the supply of 
water, gas and electricity to new infrastructure? 
 
These questions bother every person who has been a regular attendee to the public hearings of the Sindh Environmental Protection 
Agency (Sepa) for some time. 
 
Similar was the case on Thursday at the Institution of Engineers, Pakistan, where the environmental watchdog had organised a 
public hearing of a proposed high-rise project under the Sindh Environmental Protection Act, 2014. 
 
A residential-cum-commercial venture, the G & W Tower is a G+25 storey building proposed on Plot No BC-01 near Bilawal House 
in Clifton‘s Block 2. 
 
The plot area is around 18,149 square feet with the building designed to have 145 flats and 10 shops. 
 
The event started with a presentation on the key features of the project, its environmental impact assessment (EIA) report and 
environmental management plan by Saquib Ejaz Hussain representing the Environmental Management Consultants, the company 
which carried out the project‘s EIA. 
 
According to him, the project site is currently an open land and designated as a commercial plot in the master plan of Clifton Block 
2. 
 
―The water requirement during the project‘s operational phase will be about 37,051 gallons per day for which the proponent has 
obtained no-objection certificate from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. 
 
―As alternative, the proponent has adequate arrangement for purification of water from underground aquifers,‖ said Hussain, adding 
that the proponent had initiated a study to assess the groundwater potential and its general use during project‘s operation. 
 
The proposed project, he said, also had the provision for a solid waste management plan and treatment and recycling of waste 
water, which would be utilised for green belts. 
 
―The building has additional parking space for 183 cars apart from the parking space reserved for its residents. Also, a traffic 
management plan would be implemented during the construction phase and after project‘s completion,‖ he said, adding that the 
project featured vertical and rooftop gardens. 
 
Questionable monitoring 
Like previous public hearings, one of the major concerns of stakeholders during the question-answer session was about the 
project‘s sustainability given the acute shortages of basic amenities the city had been facing for a long time. 
 
It was pointed out that the ‗NOCs‘ granted by utility agencies, such as the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, K-Electric and Sui 
Southern Gas Company, were ―meaningless‖ since these agencies didn‘t make any specific commitments and subject their supplies 
to availability of commodities. 
 
An important project-specific objection was about Sepa‘s rejection of an EIA report pertaining to another high-rise project on the 
same corridor. 
 
―The EIA should study the cumulative impact of development projects on the corridor concerned. Earlier, while rejecting the EIA 
report of Noman Castello, Sepa had observed that the assessment should be on the corridor (Khayaban-i-Saadi) as a whole, the 
very corridor on which this project is situated,‖ observed Dr Raza Gardezi representing Citizens for Environment, a non-profit. 
 
He contended that Sepa should constrain the Sindh Building Control Authority and cantonment boards to undertake a cumulative 
impact assessment of the corridors that had been commercialised before further grant of standalone approvals of architectural plans 
for buildings on the corridors concerned. 
 
In this respect, Dr Gardezi referred to a Sepa order dated March 2017 in which the agency directed all the building authorities in 
Karachi to submit EIA of all commercial corridors in their respective jurisdictions. 
 
―But, it is unfortunate that neither the authorities responded to Sepanor Sepa itself took strict action against them.‖ 
 
There was no reply on these reservations from Sepa representatives led by deputy director Imran Sabir, who also had to face 
criticism from another participant as being a junior officer chairing a public hearing. 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/262/kashif-hussain/
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―It‘s highly [regretful] that Sepa‘s director general has no time to hear public grievances,‖ said Mairaj Khwaja. 
 
Stakeholders urged Sepa to direct the project proponent to prepare an emergency evacuation plan as part of the EIA report and that 
the emergency fire staircase in the building design should be modified and include two continuous staircases for emergency. 
 
There was also a call for independent monitoring consultants by Sepa and it was suggested that a panel of experts from Pakistan 
Engineering Council, Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planning and members of academia/civil society should be 
nominated on the body. 
 
Replying to some queries, the Sepa representative said that all EIA approvals being granted by the department would be uploaded 
on its website and that the department was taking action against offenders violating environmental laws. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 16, 22/11/2019) 
 

Court halts ‘illegal’ construction in KMC’s housing society 
 
The Sindh High Court directed that illegal construction be halted immediately in the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) 
United Workers Cooperative Housing Society and issued a stay order on Friday while hearing the plea filed by over 30 persons 
who have been allotted housing in the area. A two-member bench, comprising Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi and Justice 
Kausar Sultana, heard the plea. 
 
Advocate Usman Farooq maintained that the petitioners have all the documents including the sub-lease allotment papers and 
transfer letters but the land mafia colluded with police officials and occupied the allotted plots. He told the court that the mafia is 
so influential that it has begun construction on the allotted plots and argued that the petitioners and their families would be left 
homeless if the plots aren‘t vacated by the land mafia. The counsel prayed the court that the allotted plots be returned to the 
owners and the illegal occupation be removed. 
 
The issued a stay order and sought the records of allotted plots from the housing society‘s administration within 10 days.  
 
Sentence annulled 
Meanwhile, a two-member bench comprising Justice KK Agha and Justice Zulfiqar Ali Sangi accepted the appeal of Muhammad 
Ashiq, convicted for the murders of four persons, including Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) MPA Manzar Imam. 
 
The prosecution failed to provide evidence before the court for the maintainability of the death sentence awarded to the convict.  
The court annulled his sentence and directed Ashiq‘s release from jail. According to police, the murders were committed in 2013 
and Ashiq was convicted by the anti-terrorism court (ATC). 
 
Ranjhani murder case 
Another two-member bench, comprising Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro and Justice Abdul Mobeen Lakho, dismissed the bail 
plea of Rahim Shah Union Council Chairperson in Irshad Ranjhani‘s murder case. 
 
At an earlier hearing, a witness had stated before the court that five bullet shells were found at the crime scene but the accused 
had confessed to firing four bullets. The witness had said that Ranjhani was lying on the road in a pool of blood and Shah ha d 
prevented people from helping him. People had made videos of the scene which were now part of the case. 
 
The bench was also informed that Shah‘s bail plea has been dismissed twice by the trial court and also by the SHC earlier as 
the evidence against him was strong. The counsel of the accused maintained before the court that his client opened fire on 
Ranjhani to defend himself. According to the FIR registered for the murder, Shah opened fire on Ranjhani and a video showing 
Ranjhani in injured condition went viral on social media. 
 
The additional input from PPI  
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 23/11/2019) 
 

‘Illegal constructions’ allowed to encroach upon the city’s land yet again 
 
Karachi has long been plagued by the menace of encroachments and illegal constructions. Recently though, Supreme Court 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed took notice of the matter and several illegal constructions were rapidly razed by the relevant authoriti es. It 
did not take long, however, for errant government officials to collude with the builder mafia and allow illegal constructions began 
encroaching upon the city‘s land yet again. The city‘s water and sewerage woes will only worsen if the matter goes unnoticed.  
 
A group of senior officials of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) knowingly look the other way as the builder mafia 
initiates yet another series of illegal constructions in the city without officially approved construction plans. Construction on sites 
which are first sealed off is later allowed after bribes are collected by errant officers and the process is then manipulated to 
portray the constructions as ‗legal‘. 
 
Sources reveal that senior SBCA officials have leased out coveted areas of the city and the authority‘s Director-General Zafar 
Ahsan appears to be helpless in front of the corrupt officials. They allege that one such official of the SCBA, Mushtaq Soomro, 
has enabled the builder mafia to construct unapproved floors in buildings in exchange of millions of rupees – around Rs4m toRs 
8m they claim. According to the sources, other officials connive with Soomro on the matter while the Sindh government also 
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seems to turn a blind eye. It appears that Soomro is the one actually heading the authority as appointments and transfers of 
SBCA officials are made on his directives. 
 
Other senior officials of the authority have reportedly appealed to the National Accountability Bureau and the anti -corruption 
department to take notice of the matter. 
 
Areas which are allegedly being affected by illegal constructions of the builder mafia include Surjani Town, Jamshed Town, 
Scheme 33, Saddar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Gulberg, North Karachi, Nazimabad and others. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 23/11/2019) 
 

Pakistan’s urban transition 
 
VIRTUALLY every country which has economically advanced in modern history has done so while becoming urbanised. Pakistan‘s 

path can be no different; to prosper, we need well-connected, vibrant, and liveable cities that 
bring people and firms together in dense environments. 
 
But such cities don‘t emerge naturally; they are the result of policy actions. New York City 
functions effectively because of its expansive infrastructure, including an over 10,000 kilometres-
long elaborate water supply system. 
 
Building and maintaining such infrastructure isn‘t possible without effective governance 

structures. Take New York mayor Fiorello La Guardia‘s example. In the 1930s, he created a cross-partisan coalition to replace a 
corrupt network which had controlled the city for nearly eight 
 
decades. Over his three terms, he expanded the use of competitive exams to recruit public officials, adopted new administrative 
practices such as centralised purchasing to reduce corruption, and help set up a public agency to provide urban housing. 
 
If La Guardia and others like him hadn‘t taken measures to modernise city governance, New York would look very different today.  
Such investments have paid off, as demonstrated by the fact that the city has a per capita income that is 172 per cent higher than 
the national figure. 
 
Our policymakers have failed to understand the importance of city governance. 
 
Pakistani policymakers have failed to understand this importance of cities. Small wonder the people who move to cities in search of 
prosperity face poor living conditions. 
 
If Pakistan reverses this and manages its urban transition effectively, it can unlock significant economic gains. By bringing people 
and firms closer, cities provide a dense market for products and workers, where both can focus on interdependent activities. 
Because of this inter-dependence, cities allow people and firms to learn from each other, fostering creativity. 
 
Think about it this way: if you‘re in a city big enough, you can specialise in a narrow but effective set of skills and find a firm 
interested in hiring those skills. After work, social interaction at cafes or restaurants allows you to learn from others. If you change 
your job (which is easier in a big city), you take your skills to your new employer, enabling firms to learn from each other. 
 
On a national scale, Pakistan can transform its economic structure by moving people from agriculture, which is generally less 
productive as it requires more people to produce relatively little output, to manufacturing and services, which are primarily 
undertaken in cities. But simply moving people to cities is not a condition that unlocks prosperity; people could still move to cities 
and find themselves in unstable, informal jobs, unable to benefit from density. Some katchi abadis in Karachi have housed people  
for generations, but they remain poor. Nationally, one in eight urban residents lives in poverty. 
 
This is where effective public policy comes in. To benefit from urbanisation, policy needs to expand the good things about 
urbanisation such as density and connectivity; and reduce the downsides of urbanisation: crime, pollution, and congestion. New 
York‘s Mayor La Guardia understood this. Backed by federal assistance, his administration oversaw the rapid construction of 
bridges, highways, parks, and houses, transforming the city‘s physical infrastructure. 
 
We‘re several steps behind 1930s New York; instead, Pakistan needs to first focus on building three first-order conditions: 
 
First, build local urban governments which are accountable downwards to the people, not upwards towards provincial or federal 
governments. Pakistan‘s record on this is abysmal: when such governments have existed, their purpose has not been to 
decentralise control. Take Karachi where the reverse has happened; more power has been taken away from the local government 
and fragmented between various provincial agencies, making accountability impossible. 
 
Punjab doesn‘t do much better. In Lahore, provincial agencies provide vital services like water and sanitation. The 2019 local 
government law might change this but it‘s anybody‘s guess when elections will be held and how much the law will be implemented 
by the provincial government, which stands to lose power. There is the possibility of a repeat of what we‘re seeing in Islamabad, 
where the elected Metropolitan Corporation has been in a tug of war with the unelected Capital Development Authority over the 
control of the city — a battle which now has now gone to the courts. 
 



Housing   URC

 

  
Page 46 

 
  

Ideally, urban areas need to have a single elected urban government with clear authority to provide services like housing, water and 
sanitation, and local transport. 
 
Second, to pay for our urban transition, we need a robust urban finance base. This can be done by allowing local governments to 
raise taxes, mainly from land and property (as land cannot be moved between cities). Over time, if these taxes can be tied to visible 
service delivery, accountability will improve. 
 
Currently, Pakistan is using this revenue source ineffectively. Provinces have their immovable property tax acts but their application 
is far from effective. For starters, they are often based on outdated valuation measures or proxies. Such is the case in Punjab, 
where a rigid annual rental value is used to levy this tax. Only now, with help from the World Bank, is the Sindh government 
planning to revaluate properties. 
 
This leads to the third point, improving urban land rights. Land is a critical feature of urbanisation: people need land to build houses, 
firms need to locate themselves where they can get customers, and the government can use appreciation of its value to finance 
public investments. 
 
Ideally, land rights need to be transparent and secure, so everyone knows who owns what. Unfortunately, land in urban Pakistan is 
regularly exposed to competing claims. Think how many times you have heard of people investing in real estate only to land into 
uncertainty. In Karachi, as Arif Hasan has argued, land is used as a political tool. This is not what efficient land markets look like. 
 
These are some fundamental policy directions. Our urban transition is already well under way and will occur regardless of what the 
government does or doesn‘t do; official statistics claim that 36pc of Pakistanis live in ‗urban‘ areas, but the World Bank puts this at 
around 55pc. Whether it is 36pc or 55pc, we‘re ignoring the proactive public policy needed to manage this transition properly, the 
consequence of which will be felt for generations to come. 
(By Shahrukh Wani Dawn, 08, 23/11/2019) 
 

Turning barren land into dense forest in a short time 
 

―Nothing could be more exciting than to turn a barren tract of land into a dense forest within a short span of time. When I learnt this 
technique in 2009, I was overwhelmed by the feeling that I have found a treasure that I must 
share in my home country and across the world.‖ 
 
That‘s how Shubhendu Sharma, a Bangalore-based urban forest grower and trainer, 
responded to Dawn in an interview on Friday when asked what was so powerful and 
motivating that made him quit his job as an industrial engineer at one of the world‘s leading 
car manufacturing companies and become a forest grower. 
 
In his mid 30s, Sharma is the director and founder of Afforest, a service provider for creating 

natural, native, maintenance-free but low-cost forests. 
 
The company has trained people and grown forests in some 20 Indian states and 10 countries so far including the Netherlands, the 
US, Singapore, Iran and Nicaragua. 
 
―I learnt this technique from Japanese botanist and ecologist Akira Miyawaki when he came to Bangalore in 2009 to assist the 
company I was associated with in reducing its carbon footprint,‖ he recalled, adding that he documented the whole process and it 
took him one and a half years to take it up professionally. 
 
Indian expert holds workshop on urban forestry 
 
In Karachi, Sharma along with his team member and jungle tree expert Gaurav Gurjar and Shehzad Qureshi, heading the Urban 
Forest, conducted a two-day workshop on Miyawaki forest method for 15 nature lovers. 
 
The day also marked the fourth anniversary of the Urban Forest, a neglected park in Clifton which was adopted by Qureshi who 
created a small forest of native species here with Sharma‘s support. 
 
―I remember, this park was full of garbage when we decided to work here. Shehzad got all the solid waste removed from this place 
from his own resources. The second challenge we faced was to collect seeds of indigenous species,‖ he said, regretting the 
penchant people generally have for exotic species which now dominated the city‘s landscapes. 
 
―You can see that this small forest in the middle of the city attracts so many different bird species and butterflies which you won‘t see 
at any other place. The forests created through this method become self-sustaining in two to three years.‖ 
 
He also talked about the forest he has created in his home‘s backyard which, he said, was visited by hundreds of birds. 
 
Lesson of coexistence 
At the closing ceremony of the workshop, German Consul General Eugen Wolfarth, who distributed certificates among the 
participants, appreciated the effort and said that urban forests were very much needed in the city to tackle air, noise pollution and 
fight climate change. 
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Qureshi urged the participants to practice what they have learnt and play their role in improving the environment of the city. 
 
Giving her feedback on the workshop, Asma Nasib heading a tissue culture laboratory in the Defence Housing Authority said that it 
was a great learning experience as the trainers showed them how to grow 21 native species in a 100-square-metre patch. 
 
―We can only wish that the government takes an initiative and turns hundreds of the city‘s barren parks green with the help of this 
cost-efficient method,‖ she said. 
 
Irfan, a software engineer based in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, expressed his resolve to implement the method back in his 
hometown. 
 
―We all talk of plants and trees. But, what is the need of the hour is to grow forests to protect our communities, nature and 
environment.‖ 
 
Akram Awan, who has a deep interest in butterflies and is preparing to write a book on the insect, was there to educate workshop 
participants about the kind of trees and plants they needed to grow in forests to attract this vanishing beautiful creature. 
 
Sharing his feelings, Gurjar said: ―Trees and forests can‘t differentiate [between people and borders]. 
 
Humans call themselves to be a superior creature in terms of intelligence than the rest but I believe that there is a lot we can learn 
from other species and one of them is coexistence.‖ 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 15, 23/11/2019) 
 

30 families camping on a footpath in Lyari for the past 20 years 
 
In Lyari, one of Karachi‘s oldest neighbourhoods, stands a grubby wall, bearing a plaque announcing the establishment of a 

youth club last year, in 2018. The plaque may be taken as the only embellishment adding 
some colour to the otherwise insipid cement wall, which is the only vertical structure of 
the abode that houses at least 30 families under the open sky. 
 
Forming the boundary of Government Girls Inter-Science, Arts and Commerce College in 
Moosa Lane and situated along the length of a footpath, on good days, it suffices to 
shelter them against sunlight, and on bad days it fails to protect them against rain and 
cold. Yet, for the past 20 years, the wall, along with the footpath it runs parallel to, has 
been a ―second home‖ to the homeless families hailing from Khamiso Khaskehli village of 
taluka Soondho in Thatta District. 
 
On any given day, passing by the wall, onlookers are presented with a dreary mural 

depicting shabbily-clothed children, either scampering and playing in its close vicinity or resting under its shadow, which gives 
them some respite from the scorching heat of the sun. At a glance, they may appear to be carefree and high -spirited, tumbling 
and scooting over blankets, disordered piles of dirty bedsheets, cardboards and other household items dumped in a cramped 
space. What many fail to notice is that they are actually on guard, protecting their families‘ belongings in the absence of e lders, 
most of whom work all day long as daily wage labourers. 
 
According to Karo Khaskheli, one of the persons residing on the footpath, at times, two to three elders who fail to find work  on 
the day also stay back with the children to guard the belongings. 
 
Though the belongings hold little monetary value, these are the only items that add some semblance of a house to the footpath  – 
what these children believe to be their rightful place of residence. 
 
The haunting reality of being homeless in Karachi dawns on them only when they grow past the age of 12 years and step out of 
the shelter of their roofless house for the very reason their forefathers had moved to Karachi many years back - earning a 
livelihood. 
 
Life on a footpath 
Since then, ―It has been our second home,‖ said Noor Muhammad Khaskheli, smiling while pointing at the footpath that stretches 
over approximately 100 metres. This is despite numerous difficulties that living on a footpath entails, such as complete lack  of 
sanitary facilities. Consequently, they use toilets attached to a mosque in the area. 
 
To add to it, there is little respite from harsh weather conditions. 
 
―We have to run for safe shelter in case of heavy rains [and] winters as they bring adversity for our children,‖ lamented Noo r, 
however, adding that they never considered moving elsewhere or building a permanent home in the city, even when Lyari was 
considered a no-go-area some six years back. 
 
This is because ―we don‘t fear anything but hunger,‖ said Noor with a smile. 
 
And probably, it is for this reason that these families only occasionally visit their native village, which is located a few kilometers  
away from the Keenjhar Lake, one of the most-visited tourist sites in Sindh. 
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―It‘s mostly in case of emergencies, to attend marriage ceremonies or when we are broke,‖ said Noor. In fact, the families work 
for extended periods in Karachi, save money and go back to the village for transitory periods, he explained, adding that they  
return when they run out of money. 
 
No intrusion 
Apart from the resilience and fearlessness of these homeless families, the area‘s residents and government agencies, such as 
the police, not asking them to leave the place also factors in their staying at one place for such a long period.  
 
These homeless families revealed that the residents of the locality never disturbed them nor did the police ever ask them to 
move. This is despite the footpath being located opposite two police stations, Kalri Police Station and Baghdadi Police Station. 
 
―They [police] are friendly with us and don‘t scare us as they know we work to earn a living, not beg or commit crimes,‖ said 
Karo. 
 
However, they faced some inconvenience when the Sindh government recently established a chest pain unit of the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases near the footpath, separating the families into two groups. But then, ―It‘s [state‘s] property,‖ 
said Noor, not complaining over the matter, failing to realise that it is the state‘s responsibility to provide shelter to every citizen 
in the first place. 
 
Where is the government? 
The provincial government, on the other hand, has not formulated any policy or initiated a scheme for homeless families.  
 
According to Social Welfare Department Secretary Muhammad Nawaz Shaikh, there is no scheme for providing temporary 
homes or shelter to homeless families. While he admitted that ―constitutionally, it‘s the state‘s responsibility to provide a  home to 
every citizen,‖ he clarified that is not the responsibility of his department to look after the homeless families. 
 
He further said that in 2016, the government was directed by the apex court to take care of homeless people. A plan in this 
regard was prepared, but like most such plans, was never implemented. 
 
Later, when Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) came into power, it announced the ‗Pannah Gah‘ scheme for people living on 
footpaths in major cities of the country. Following this, last year, on November 10, Prime Minister Imran Khan inaugurated a 
shelter project in Lahore and posted on his Twitter account that four more such shelter homes will be established in others cities 
across Pakistan. 
 
Speaking on the issue, PTI MPA Haleem Adil Sheikh said the federal government is seriously looking into the matter. ―We want 
to establish ‗Panah Gahs‘ in Karachi [as well],‖ he said, adding, ―I can‘t tell you when we‘ll establish these but I assure you that 
the federal government is aware of the difficulties faced by the homeless.‖ Sheikh said that the PTI government also plans to  
start ‗Langar Khanas‘ in different cities, including Tharparkar, to cater to the ―basic problems of the poor in Sindh, which are food 
and shelter.‖ 
 
And until these ‗Panah Gahs‘ and ‗Langar Khanas‘ take shape, people battling homelessness will continue to struggle to find a  
place for themselves in scarce shelter homes for children or Darul Amans for women , and if not lucky enough, they will be left 
out in the cold. 
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 05, 28/11/2019) 
 

Housing scams 
 
THE story of illegal housing schemes in Pakistan is one of untrammeled greed facilitated by a hollowed-out system of governance. 
All over the country, political bigwigs and members of the establishment in cahoots with a rotten-to-the-core land bureaucracy are 
making fortunes on the backs of ordinary citizens looking for a return on their hard-earned savings, or simply, a home to call their 
own. The police, as well as unsavoury operatives on the ground, provide the muscle for this ruthless land-grabbing industry that is a 
known catalyst for urban violence. While it is too early to speculate on the merits of the case, it has come to light that NAB‘s Karachi 
chapter has requested its chairman to launch a fresh inquiry into the Fazaia Housing Scheme in the city for allegedly defrauding 
6,000 people who have invested in the project. The amount involved, says NAB, is Rs13bn. This is not the first time that the housing 
scheme has popped up on its radar. Back in March 2018, an inquiry had been initiated into allegations that land had been illegally 
provided to its management for developing the project. Not surprisingly, that investigation went nowhere. 
 
In October 2018, the scale of the problem of shady housing schemes was highlighted by a Supreme Court-ordered forensic audit 
that found an astonishing 5,492 such projects in Pakistan to be illegal, unregistered, or existing only on paper. The number of 
registered or licensed housing schemes stood at 3,432. In such a system, only unscrupulous individuals prosper. When revenue 
officials collude with the power elite, their services are rewarded with ‗files‘ for plots, but the land development authorities 
themselves are deprived of revenue they are entitled to through development charges, fees, etc. In February this year, an audit 
report presented in the National Assembly noted that the Capital Development Authority in Islamabad had suffered a loss of 
Rs5,217.39bn on account of 109 illegal housing schemes in the ICT. Similarly, while Malir Development Authority officials conspired 
with Bahria Town Ltd to illegally exchange and consolidate land for its project in Karachi, MDA‘s own finances were running so low 
that it could not afford to pay salaries to its employees. 
 
Indeed, so entrenched is the corruption that often when it appears that action is being taken against land scams, it is actually 
retaliation against perceived reluctance to fall in line with the land mafia‘s designs. An investigation by this paper a few months ago 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/2580/sameer-mandhro/
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uncovered that a prominent feudal, unwilling to allow the ingress of multiple private housing schemes inside Jamshoro district — 
part of his ‗fiefdom‘ — was chastened when illegal housing societies in which he himself is believed to have a stake were bulldozed 
by the provincial building control authority. Even among those with clout, real estate interests trump traditional centres of power. 
These Augean stables must be cleaned. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 06, 02/12/2019) 
 

SEPA shuts down over 100 illegal brick kilns 
 
The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) has stopped operations of more than 100 illegal brick kilns in Yousuf Brohi 
Goth of Khuda Ki Basti one of the neighborhoods in Gadap Town. 
 
According to a statement issued on Monday, the technical team of SEPA carried out a raid, with the help of local police, at small-
scale brick kilns which were burning pieces of used tyres and clothes as fuel, causing alarming levels of air pollution in the 
surrounding areas. 
 
The SEPA team which was headed by Regional Office Director Dr Ashique Ali Langah took action for the closure of all illegal 
brick kilns soon after confirming their lack of authorisation to manufacture bricks. Besides, reads the statement, their emissions 
were exceeding the permissible limits as set by Sindh Environmental Quality Standards (SEQS). 
 
According to the Sindh Environmental Protection Act, 2014, the environment protection agency is authorised to take action 
against those polluting activities which are legally being carried out by any legal entity. While those working illegally for  
conducting any type of service or manufacturing operation do not fall under the regulatory ambit of SEPA. 
 
However, said an internal source, SEPA in compliance with the orders of superior authorities, responded to public complaints 
lodged by those in the surrounding areas of the brick kilns, and went an extra step from its domain by closing the operations of 
these illegal brick manufacturing units which were causing massive air pollution. 
 
According to sources of the Sindh Government, the responsibility of taking action against illegal manufacturing units falls under 
the Sindh Industries Department which usually does not work diligently in the field and this time SEPA relieved it by perform ing 
its duty. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 03/12/2019) 
 

Housing and health 
 
THE PTI administration has promised to build five million houses for the less fortunate as part of its plan to improve affordability and 

expand access to affordable housing. The Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme is working its way 
through its first phase right now. Irrespective of the scale of the PTI‘s ambition, there is an urgent 
need to have a robust debate with a view to improving housing plans that are in sync with public 
health goals. 
 
Housing is recognised as one of the key social determinants of health and has remained a chief 
concern of public health policies. Rudolf Virchow, the father of modern social medicine in 
Germany, was one of the early physicians to discover a link between poorly maintained, crowded 

housing and infectious diseases. Virchow pursued his health goals through active participation in politics. His path was followed by 
another medical doctor Salvador Allende of Chile who went on to become president of the country only to be overthrown in the 1973 
military coup. 
 
Marxist sociologist Friedrich Engels also concluded that poor housing and the slum-like conditions in which Britain‘s workers lived 
bred many illnesses. His influential work, The Housing Question, was one of the early works on housing policy. 
 
These path-breaking insights and findings have been reinforced by a growing body of research on the health and housing link. 
Recent literature has shown a number of ways in which housing can affect health outcomes. 
 
Housing can affect health outcomes in a number of ways. 
 
First, many studies have concluded that those with unstable homes and housing situation are prone to higher morbidity in terms of 
physical and mental health issues as well as increased mortality. The chronically homeless not only experience a drop in their 
psychological well-being, they are also unable to properly manage their chronic health conditions. 
 
Residential instability among youth is linked to early pregnancies, early drug use and mental health issues. In the UK, homelessness 
is a growing public health issue permeating the political agenda in recent years. In particular, the British Labour Party has put issues 
of homelessness, social housing and health firmly on the political agenda. In contrast, homelessness in Pakistan remains a little 
researched area despite the scale of the problem — with its associated healthcare costs. 
 
Second, the quality and safety of homes is tightly bound up with health impacts. Substandard housing conditions such as water 
leaks, poor ventilation, and dampness have been shown to be associated with poor health outcomes such as asthma. Exposure to 
high and low temperatures can have adverse effects on health. For example, well-heated homes are key to maintaining the health of 
the elderly as cold and freezing homes are linked to mortality. The Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme needs to take into account the 
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safety and quality of the constructed houses; poorly constructed and unsafe houses trigger unforeseen health accidents such as 
falls. 
 
Third, the affordability of housing options is tied up with health outcomes. Affordability should be at the heart of housing and public 
health policies. Most tenants spend a substantial part of their income on the rent which, in turn, affects the household spending on 
essentials including health, education and food. The latter are linked to adverse health and nutritional outcomes. 
 
As the cost of rent continues to rise with inflation, as is the case in most Pakistani cities, there is always ever-increasing pressure on 
the family finances. Also, people living in rented accommodation tend to spend more on rent in order to live in those areas where 
better schools and hospitals are available. This again leads to high rents squeezing the family budget further. The rent-triggered 
adverse health impacts can be mitigated by rent-control policies. Berlin has rent-control policies in place which serves as a huge 
draw for people of classes and makes Berlin a healthy and livable city. 
 
Fourth, well-planned neighbourhoods are also crucial to the general health of the community. Studies have shown that good 
neighbourhoods boasting good transportation and shopping areas stocked with nutritious and healthy foods have a positive impact 
on the health of the community. 
 
Healthy neighbourhoods are also known to provide green spaces and safe spaces for exercise and children‘s activities. Even 
shopping centres tend to provide walk- and cycle-friendly environments to promote a healthy lifestyle. 
 
The Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme needs to factor health-promoting neighbourhoods early into its plans to improve public health 
outcomes through well-planned living localities. 
(By Arif Azad Dawn, 09, 04/12/2019) 
 

The unsettlement project: 16 years without reprieve in Taiser Town 
 
As clouds disperse from the monsoon sky, Rukiya Begum takes to her usual spot under the canopy of Neem trees lining her 
residence. She, with a few neighbours, sits there mending the seams of a frazzled kameez. ―It‘s unbreathable inside that stuffy 
house, at least here we can breathe while doing our chores and vent our woes to each other,‖ she sighs, finely threading the 
needle. 
 
Rukiya is a meagerly paid housekeeper with a family of eleven. She, like many of her neighbours, lives on a scantily 
constructed, 80-square-foot property allotted to her in the stony desolation of Taiser Town Scheme 45 – one of the three 
resettlement schemes established for those displaced by the construction of the Lyari Expressway in 2002. 
 
The plight 
Sixteen years ago, with no roof above her head and drawn by the government‘s promises of a better future, neither Rukiya 
Begum nor any of the 140,000 people displaced by the megaproject could begin to fathom the unsettling turn their lives in the 
resettlement schemes were bound to take; stuck in the urban hinterland, long absent and soon forgotten. 
 
The commute to Taiser Town is more than an hour‘s drive from the main city – shifting through narrow dirt roads, barren hillocks, 
thorny shrubs and the occasional honks of industrial trailers. But when one does make the journey to the back of beyond, what  
waits is a far cry from the ‗model township‘ the Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project (LERP) once advertised its resettlement 
schemes to be. 
 
Ansar Ali, a frail-looking man in his late 50s working for the NGO Human Rights Foundation of Pakistan (HRFP), has been 
striving for the betterment of the resettlement scheme for over a decade. ―I do what I can to legally help the people, but the 
mafias here hate my guts for being outspoken, for which there‘s always a target painted on my back,‖ he shared.  
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Ali revealed several folders of legal documents, maps and letters, all of which have been 
gathered as incriminating evidence over years in pursuits of voicing the plight of Taiser Town, after his own wife succumbed to 
the lack of immediate healthcare service in the neighbourhood, in the summer of 2010. 
 
Life without healthcare facilities 
The NGO worker‘s wife is not the only one affected by the absence of healthcare in the area. A short walk from one end of the  
street to another revealed that almost every other house had a case to remember, each more morbid than the other. 
 
―My daughter-in-law wouldn‘t have survived the long wait for the ambulance and neither could we afford the thousands of rupees 
they demand to come here,‖ remarked Rukiya Begum. ―Only God knows how my son was able to rush his pregnant, wailing wife 
to the hospital on a motorcycle,‖ she added. 
 
―When a dog bit me last year, I had nowhere to go but to the nearest market for a gram of turmeric powder and pray for the 
wound to not get infected, but it did,‖ said Manora Khatoon, an elderly resident of Taiser Town, displaying her wounded leg. 
 
Despite Ali‘s several letters directed to the relevant health official, asking him for aid and to expedite the long halted construction 
of a 36-bed medical centre for LERP, to date the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi, 
remain the closest emergency services accessible to the people of Taiser Town. This means that the average ambulance 
response time in the township is at least 40 minutes too late. A study by the National Heal th Service (NHS) on international 
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ambulance standards reveals that the average ambulance response time should be approximately 18 minutes for emergency 
calls and 7 minutes for life threatening injuries and illnesses. 
 
Civic amenities or the lack thereof  
However, the dilemma for Taiser Town or the greater Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project has never been the shortage in 
provision of developmental funds. According to Ali, it‘s rather the funds being guzzled by fraudulent groups and the many 
stakeholders in the schemes without any accountability by the state. 
 
As per a statement issued to a local newspaper by the then LERP Director Mr Shafiq Paracha, erstwhile Karachi Electric Supply  
Corporation (KESC), now K-Electric was allocated Rs400 million for the electrification of all three resettlement schemes under 
the project. 
 
By 2006, electricity works in Taiser Town‘s sectors 50 and 51 were said to be underway and a document procured by Ali 
revealed that 2009 marked the last cheque worth Rs50 million, which was duly deposited to the electric company, to finalise the 
town‘s electrification. Yet, 13 years later, the said sectors are still forced to rely on illegal kundas as the town‘s primary means of 
securing electricity, for which the residents often have to bribe officials and suffer harassment at their hands. 
 
Other amenities like gas and water are also scant in the forgotten resettlement colony. Although underground pipelines were l aid 
during the inception of the project, the flow never quite graced the pipes, rendering them damaged after several years of 
remaining unutilised. 
 
Talking about the plan for the provision of water, Ali revealed that initially the LERP would routinely provide the colony wi th water 
tankers but they stopped doing so in 2010 when the funds ran out. ―Now, we spend a portion of our already meagre income to 
buy water tankers which keep getting more expensive by the day,‖ he lamented. 
 
―Take a photo of Abdul Qayyum, and tell everyone he prays five times a day but runs ten times to the mosque to utilise the toilet 
because he cannot afford to buy water in his own house,‖ blurts Mukhtar, a loud-mouthed resident of the colony while pointing 
towards a bearded, middle-aged man. The latter meekly smiles at the awkward confrontation. 
 
The longer one stays in the town, the more distant it appears from the greater Karachi city until one eventually forgets that the 
town, in fact, exists within the city limits – a sort of disassociation 16 long years in Taiser Town has cast upon its residents, who 
often tend to refer moving anywhere beyond it as going to the city, forgetting they are in one. 
 
A den for the mafias 
As the sun sets upon the desolate township and shadows grow taller, it begins to appear that streets of Taiser Town are not a  
safe place to be. Curtains drawn, windows shut and gates locked; even the gaggle of women under the neem tree retires to the 
stuffy confines of their homes. What remains is the unshakable feeling of being watched. 
 
―With no fence but a single unconcerned police van, crimes are rampant here and all kinds of mafias come out to play in the 
dark,‖ reveals Ali as he hurriedly traces his steps back to his associate, trying to avoid any unwanted attention from the ke enly 
observing men on the corner of the street. ―They‘re the qabza mafia, they‘ve occupied and sold all this land meant for public 
schools,‖ he whispers discreetly hinting at a cluster of plots. 
 
While time flows like a swiftly meandering river through the hustle and bustle of the growing metropolis, it seems to stand s till in 
forgotten urban spaces like Taiser Town, where development never reached. Those who could afford it took their chances and 
fled the township to live and work in the heart of the city, leaving behind clusters of empty or half -built plots. But those who could 
not, find themselves forgotten and left to whither in this deplorable ghost town. 
 
―Maybe if I still lived in the city, I would‘ve been able to give my kids a better life, but there‘s no hope here, only miser y in this 
godforsaken town,‖ said Rukiya Begum, her words echoing the sentiments of her neighbours. 
(By Muhammad Phaseeh Ul Haque The Express Tribune, 04, 10/12/2019) 
 

In a shrinking community, one Parsi family chooses Pakistan 
  
When entering Parsi Colony, the historic architecture of airy mansions with sprawling lawns and large balconies surrounds 

visitors. Yet there is an eerie silence in the clean, gated enclave. Most of  the lofty houses 
lie empty. Karachi‘s once-vibrant Parsi community has shrunk considerably. 
 
There is one family, though, that has been living here since 1926 and has no plans of 
following other relatives abroad. This is the Malbari family. 
 
The main gate opens to a rambling house, its age showing through cracks in the freshly-
painted walls. The unfamiliar religious writings and ornaments decorating the nearly 
century-old structure lend it a strange calmness, but the life and laughter of the family 
residing within filter through it. 
 

Dilnawaz Eruch Malbari, 48, was born and raised in India but came to Pakistan after she got married. An assistant to the chie f 
financial officer of ICI Pakistan, she has lived here for over 22 years. During this time, she has watched much of her family move 
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abroad for better opportunities. ―I would have moved too, but I never got a chance,‖ she says. ―My husband is a loyal Pakista ni 
who does not want to leave.‖ 
 
She recalls her childhood, spent in India, pointing out the differences that struck her when she arrived in Karachi. ―Things 
seemed very different when I came here; I used public transport without hesitation in Bombay, but there was less freedom in 
moving around here,‖ she says, adding that her husband drives her wherever she needs to go in Karachi. 
 
Clothing was another change for Dilnawaz, who was used to wearing miniskirts in Bombay without facing harassment. When she 
came to Pakistan, the only place where she could find the clothes she preferred was Zainab Market in Saddar. ―I loved Zainab 
Market,‖ she smiles, reminiscing about the imported and Western clothes she would buy from there. ―It was the only place I used 
to buy clothes before I was introduced to the modern side of Pakistan. It reminded me of India.‖ 
 
A close-knit community 
When asked why Parsis here tend to live close to each other, Dilnawaz explained that this was what they were taught by their 
forefathers. ―They built these houses for us to live in comfortably.‖ 
 
Yet many of them are moving away. Dilnawaz maintains that Parsis have it easier here than other minorities in the country. 
―Especially in jobs, we never face discrimination; employers usually appreciate us,‖ she says. ―Elite companies even prefer 
Parsis for higher posts.‖ She points out that Karachi‘s first mayor, Jamshed Nusserwanjee Mehta, was a Parsi too. 
 
―We are happy here!‖ chimes in Shireen Jamshed Malbari, Dilnawaz‘s mother-in-law, expressing her feelings as part of a 
minority community in Pakistan. 
 
Indeed, Karachi owes a great debt to its Parsi community, which has established a number of hospitals, educational institutes, 
hotels and historic buildings. Names like the NED University of Engineering and Technology, Mama Parsi School, Bai Virbaiji 
Soparivala Parsi High School, DJ Science College, Dow University of Health Sciences, Metropole, Beach Luxury and Avari 
Hotel, and Anklesaria Hospital are part of the fabric of the city. The exodus of the community is a loss for Karachi.  
 
Dilnawaz provides two reasons for the dwindling number of Parsis in Pakistan. The first reason, according to her, is marriage 
restrictions within the community. ―We are not allowed to marry non-Parsis; if we do – especially if women do – then our children 
are excommunicated from the community,‖ she explains. ―But men are sometimes let off easy when they are in other countries. 
They can marry non-Parsis and convert their children to Zoroastrianism.‖ The other reason, she says, is that many career-
oriented Parsis either have only one child or do not marry at all. 
 
She added that better civic services might change things, not just for Parsis but for everyone. ―Most people will stay if they can 
have a good lifestyle here.‖ 
 

Misconceptions 
Although Dilnawaz maintains that Parsis face less discrimination in Pakistani society, 
she mentions that there are still misconceptions about their religion. ―People think we 
worship fire and they mock our final rites, saying ‗Tumhe tou kawway khatay hain [you 
are eaten by crows].‘‖ 
 
The matter of final rites for the deceased has become a problem for Karachi‘s Parsi 
community as well. In Zoroastrianism, the deceased are taken to a Tower of Silence, 
where vultures are allowed to consume them. Shireen‘s husband was given his final rites 
in this way when he passed away in 1991. 

 
Unfortunately, the vulture population in Karachi has been on the decline since, which means they have to resort to other 
methods. ―Cremation and burial are not permitted in our religion. Earth and fire are considered sacred and should not be 
involved in death,‖ explains Dilnawaz. ―So the chairperson of our Parsi Panchayat is planning to introduce a method using solar 
concentration devices for decomposition as an alternative.‖ 
 
In cities with no Towers of Silence, though, people often opt for burial. ―In dire situations, bodies are allowed to be disposed of in 
other ways,‖ she says. 
 
Dilnawaz adds that they have been deprived of Nauroz as a designated holiday. ―We used to get three holidays, one on March 
21 for the spring equinox, one in August for Nauroz, and one for our prophet‘s birthday. But now, we only get two holidays out of 
three,‖ she laments. 
 
Zara Malbari, Dilnawaz‘s daughter who studies at the Institute of Business Administration, joins the discussion. ―I have more 
Muslim friends than Parsi friends,‖ says the 19-year-old. ―But during events like milad at school, we were treated differently. 
They made us non-Muslims sit in the common room.‖ 
(By Filza Rizwan The Express Tribune, 04, 14/12/2019) 
 

Last show at Nishat 
 

After it was set on fire by a mob more than seven years ago, Nishat Cinema‘s shutters were finally up to help the construction crew 

tear the place down. 
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Located on M.A. Jinnah Road, the cinema was initially owned by a Hindu businessman. After Partition, it was owned by the 
Kandawalla family and is now part of the Mandviwalla Estate. 
 
According to the caretaker of the property, the cinema was inaugurated by Quaid-i-Azam‘s sister Fatima Jinnah and the first film 
screened here was Amar and Sulochana‘s Doli. 
 
―We have shown some amazing movies here,‖ he said while putting away reels of films that will most likely be destroyed due to a 
copyright clause. 
 
Mukhtar, who has worked at Nishat since the 1980s, said people used to love watching action-packed English movies such as 
Rambo: First Blood, Terminator and Bruce Willis‘ Die Hard. 
 
―We also had a large crowd for Jurassic Park, King Kong and Titanic. Our screen was smaller than Prince but people loved coming 
here. We also had private shows. The cinema had a capacity for 800 to 840 people and there was a time we were booked for 
weeks,‖ he said, adding that there was a time you could buy a ticket for Rs3. 
 
As he stacked away posters of Hollywood blockbusters such as Hunger Games, Jackie Chan‘s Rush Hour, Alvin and the 
Chipmunks and The Ring 2, he claimed that the ticket prices had increased over the years from Rs150 to around Rs300. 
 
―I think the last film screened here was Ranbir Kapoor‘s Barfi with that beautiful girl […] Priyanka or Deepika? It did good business,‖ 
he added. 
 
According to Razzak Ahmed, there was a time business was good. ―One film would celebrate its silver and golden jubilee at side 
cinemas. For example, at Rex in 1969 or the early ‘70s, Waheed Murad‘s film Andaleeb did business for a good eight to 10 weeks 
as did the film Noor Jehan,‖ he said, adding that tickets would sell out within the hour. 
 
September 2012 
Ali Abbas, one of the oldest employees and caretakers of the cinema, said that he was there the day everything went to hell. 
 
―We had locked up for the day. I was just sitting by the gate — inside — and a mob of young men came and started roughhousing. 
There were a lot of them outside and they eventually broke down the gate. Once they were inside they started breaking things and 
set the place on fire. They even came after me — hurling abuses and what not. I ran and jumped over the wall. My knees were hurt 
and haven‘t been the same since,‖ he said. 
 
―It looked like the fire was breathing into the clouds. It was tragic. I felt like the cinema burnt to death for a week […] a slow death,‖ 
he added. 
 

Saad Hasan, a reporter who works for TRT in Istanbul, was working with a local newspaper back in 2012. He was in the field when 

Nishat, Prince and other cinemas in Karachi were set ablaze. 
 
―It was complete chaos that tells you the havoc a mob can cause when it goes wild. I‘ll never forget the caretaker of Nishat. I went 
there a day later to do a follow-up and he was sitting there with his arms folded at his chest and he was crying like he had lost a 
family member. He kept asking why anyone would do something like this,‖ he said. 
 
―I am sure the mobs had planned to burn down cinemas and other buildings beforehand. Film posters and billboards had already 
been taken down or covered so there was nothing to provoke them.‖ 
 
There were these random boys who were out to loot while the place was burning it became a free for all, men took out seats, 
popcorn machines, steel railings and anything they could get their hands on. The police were helpless,‖ he added. 
 
Old memories 
According to Ali Abbas, he remembers the day Rangeela‘s 1974 Parda Na Uthao screened at Nishat. 
 
―It was a hit. Rangeela did three roles! The crowd loved it. Waheed Murad‘s films also did great here,‖ he said. 
 
Sharing his memories of the cinema, Gibran K. said that he saw this first ever feature film at Nishat. 
 
―I‘ll never forget the rumbling thump of the footsteps of the approaching T-Rex [in Jurassic Park]. I also came here to watch Jinnah 
with my class. Nishat is also the cinema where I came for my first movie date with a group of friends that included one of the 
owners‘ children who thought it was hilarious to take us to an Urdu screening of Jurassic Park 3,‖ he said. 
 
For Zohair Raza, the first film he saw at Nishat was Munda Pakistani. ―I got a seat in the front row — no cushion for just Rs20,‖ he 
said. 
 
Sophia Ahmed said that she also had great memories of watching Jumanji and Titanic. While Sonya said that it was the most 
superior cinema and if it was around right now it would still be the best — ―the screen was A+‖. 
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Journalist Anwar Ali said that the first film he saw at Nishat was Salakhain, a Pakistani film and the last movie he saw was Salman 
Khan‘s Singham. 
 
Shoaib remembers how his uncle took him and his brother for night shows. 
 
―I remember watching Bloodsport starring Jean-Claude Van Damme and during intermission the guy would come inside with 
snacks. We even got to check out the projection room and see the reels in the can,‖ he recalled. 
(By Tooba Masood Dawn, 15, 14/12/2019) 
 

Right to live: Can women in Pakistan reclaim public spaces through their voice? 
 
In Pakistan, women do not enjoy the same privileges as men when it comes to recreation. Despite multiple platforms created for 
leisure purposes, women and their needs are not always considered, let alone prioritised. Think of a recreation space that is  
solely dedicated to women – there are hardly any. And even when you stumble across the few that have been created in an 
attempt to incorporate all sections of society, they too come with their own challenges, constraints and limitations.  
 
At the Women of the World festival at Beach Luxury Hotel on Sunday, speakers at a panel, entitled ―Reclaiming Public Spaces 
for Women,‖ underscored the many obstacles that women face in public spaces and presented solutions to allow the broader 
representation of women in society. 
 
―I think the major hindrances that come in the way are safety and purpose,‖ said activist Attiya Abbas. ―Women are often 
reminded that going into public spaces is not safe and are expected to have a purpose [for going out],‖ she elaborated, imply ing 
that the narrative focusing on safety is constructed to confine women at home, even though this restriction is not a solution for 
the issue of harassment. ―Public spaces are made inaccessible when this hurdle is created,‖ she added. 
 
Shedding light on two other aspects that restrict women from availing facilities in recreational spaces, Madiha Javed Qureshi, the 
head of communications and public relations at Careem Pakistan, said that affordability and accessibility too play an important 
role. 
 
―Sometimes women are dependent on male relatives to commute from one place to another. They need to go out and make 
efforts to avail the benefits that are available,‖ insisted Qureshi. ―If we compare Pakistani society with that of Indonesia or India 
or even Bangladesh, they are far more successful in terms of reclaiming public spaces,‖ she maintained. 
 
Mentioning how women riding bikes is still a very alien concept here as compared to those countries, she said, ―It is such a 
difficult concept here that female passengers on them are expected to sit in a certain way which is not even safe.‖ She urged 
women to be more determined and braver as they enter public spaces so they can inspire others too. 
 
Ambareen K Thompson, the executive director of I Am Karachi, believed that there are no public spaces in the city for both men 
and women. 
 
―For a city to be habitable, it must have at least 10 percent public spaces,‖ she said, citing a report. ―Karachi, as last assessed in 
2016, stood at 2.7 percent – and the spaces that do exist are not designed for women.‖ She observed that today‘s Karachi is not 
like the city it was in the 1960s, which had many public platforms where women would actively participate.  
 
Activist, dancer and theatre director Sheema Kirmani stated that the basic issues that need attention in this regard were the 
structure and infrastructure of society. ―Some of the obstacles we see preventing women from going out are linked with our 
values and attitudes,‖ she asserted, asking how many women could go out of their houses on their own in the country.  
 
Pointing to the lack of public restrooms – an integral part of public spaces – for women in the city, Kirmani asked, ―Are there any 
public toilets for women in this city? It is the responsibility of the state to provide this basic facility.‖ 
 
She also highlighted the lack of public transport facilities for working class women. ―All over the world, public transport means 
the availability of trams, buses and local trains to go from one place to another,‖ she said. ―That is, once again, the responsibility 
of the state.‖ 
(By Allia Bukhari The Express Tribune, 05, 16/12/2019) 
 

Shelter homes face shortage of funds 
 
Although the idea of Prime Minister Imran Khan to establish Panahgah shelter homes for homeless people (where they can spend 
nights for a peaceful sleep) was widely hailed, these homes are being run on ‗help yourself‘ basis and putting an extra monetary and 
administrative load on the already cash-strapped local authorities. 
 
The government established Panahgahs in the federal capital and two provinces — Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — without 
allocating funds for them. It is believed that it has become difficult to run these homes on long-term basis if the government does not 
provide funds for them. 
Some of these shelter homes were established in government buildings, some in makeshift structures and some in rented buildings. 
Initially the cost of the buildings and furniture of Panahgahs was borne by local administrations and provincial departments. 
However, they need funds on a regular basis for their better management. 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/8384/allia-bukhari/
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After speaking to different officials concerned, Dawn has learnt that the local administrations have been ‗forced‘ to run these shelter 
homes without providing a budget by the government. 
 
Now the local administrations are engaging some NGOs to make both ends meet. 
 
The social welfare departments of provincial governments have also been involved in running these shelter homes but they have 
also not received special funds for them by Centre or the provincial governments of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
 
―Panahgahs are being managed in a way our police stations are being run on others‘ pockets. For example, without paying any 
money a low-salaried policeman is asked to take an under custody accused to the court for a hearing and then bring him [the 
accused] back to the lock-up,‖ a senior officer of a local administration said on the condition of anonymity. 
 
In the federal capital, three Panahgahs have been built and the government — which takes credit of introducing shelter homes for 
homeless people who were compelled to sleep on roads or footpaths — has turned a blind eye to the expenses of these centres. 
Despite establishment of three shelter homes in the capital, a large number of people are still seen sleeping on roads and footpaths 
in the night. 
(By Newspaper‘s Staff Reporter Dawn, 03, 16/12/2019) 
 

Allotment of unutilised industrial plots to be cancelled 
 

Allotments of industrial plots, which were acquired for installation of specific industries but still remained unutilised despite expiry of 
the stipulated period, would be cancelled. 
 
This assurance was given to the delegation of business community in the first meeting of the 28-member Industrial Liaison 
Committee (ILC) here on Tuesday. 
 
The committee, which was constituted by the Sindh government under the chairmanship of the Sindh chief secretary, consists of 
secretaries/senior officials of all relevant departments/agencies and representatives of Sindh based chambers of commerce and 
industry and associations of trade and industry. 
 
During the meeting the participants discussed issues being faced by nine SITE units and 17 Sindh Small Industrial units in the 
province. 
 
The industrialists expressed their concerns over infrastructure of industrial areas and other problems being faced by them. 
 
Karachi industrialists asked to invest in interior of Sindh 
 
Referring to the issues raised by the business community members, the chief secretary assured the delegation that all-out efforts 
would be made to redress genuine grievances of the community on top priority. 
 
He also directed the secretary of industries and MD of SITE to prepare a separate PC-1 for development of the industrial areas. 
 
―The objective of the meeting of the ILC is to resolve issues confronted by trade and industry; take effective measures for their 
[early] resolution and facilitating the business community with a view to increasing economic activity in the province,‖ Chief 
Secretary Mumtaz Shah said and advised the industrial community of Karachi to visit Larkana, Shaheed Benazirabad, Sukkur, 
Hyderabad and Khairpur for establishing new industries there, where there was ―no more law and order situation and road 
infrastructure had also improved‖. 
 
About the demand of Larkana Chamber of Commerce to declare Larkana a special economic zone, the chief secretary directed the 
secretary of investment to move a proposal to the chief minister in this regard. 
 
The delegation appreciated the efforts of the provincial government and expressed the hope that the ILC would go a long way in 
helping business community in undertaking hassle-free business activities in Sindh and improving ranking in ease of doing 
business. 
(By Newspaper‘s Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 18/12/2019) 
 

Architectural curriculum missing local flavour 
 
Architecture is not merely about designing and constructing buildings. In fact, every architectural work conveys countless 
meanings to different people and plays a key role in preserving cultural identity. 
 
Sadly, however, that is not the case in Pakistan because the schools teaching architecture across the country have drifted away 
from the local culture and traditions and are highly influenced by foreign architecture. This was the finding of the latest study 
conducted at the NED University of Engineering and Technology. 
 
The research also found that students attending such schools in the country are seldom exposed to practical work or knowledge 
because of which young graduates often lack the skills required to come up with unique and culturally-rich designs. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1522816/allotment-of-unutilised-industrial-plots-to-be-cancelled
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The research has been carried out by Dr Yasira Naeem Pasha, the head of the Architecture and Planning Department at 
Dawood University of Engineering and Technology (DUET). She completed her thesis in the subject under the supervision of Dr 
Noman Ahmed, the dean of NED University. 
 
Per the study, the syllabus which is currently being taught in Pakistani varsities for architectural education has not been updated 
or revised since 2013. Moreover, courses taught to students are purely theoretical and those graduating from the programmes 
are not required to look for internships so that they could go out in the f ield and learn about the practicalities of the profession. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Dr Pasha said that during her research, she thoroughly studied the architecture syllabus 
taught at graduation level in public and private universities of various cities in Pakistan. The results of her study have been 
nothing short of disappointing. 
 
―Apart from carrying out an in-depth study of the present curriculum in architecture schools, I also extensively talked to teachers 
and students,‖ Dr Pasha said, adding that she included all the relevant Pakistani varsities in her research, including the Indus 
Valley School of Art and Architecture, DUET, the NED University of Engineering and Technology, Beaconhouse National 
University, National College of Art, University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Lahore, COMSATS Islamabad and UET 
Abbottabad. 
 
―The topics included in the syllabuses of different public and private varsities prove that they are either devoid of the cul tural 
history of Pakistan or the subject is very superficially included. The culture, customs and rituals of Pakistan are often confined to 
the Muslim History of Architecture,‖ she said. 
 
She explained that different tangible and intangible attributes of culture must be included in the syllabus because the absence of 
these traits has affected the contemporary architectural structures of Pakistan, which are entirely influenced by foreign elements. 
―It is very sad that Pakistani architecture students have no knowledge about the local culture and history and how it should 
reflect in the structures they design,‖ she shared. Dr Pasha also said that architecture professionals do not bring anything new to 
the table when they get projects to work on and end up agreeing with what their clients demand. 
 
Moreover, she pointed out that there is a huge gap between the practical aspects of the field and what is currently being taught 
in universities. 
 
―When students enter the profession after graduation, they are unable to utilise the knowledge that they have gained in 
universities. Similarly, teachers have no connection with the professional field so they also fail to prepare students for the 
occupation,‖ she stated. 
 
In consultation with different academics and professionals, Dr Pasha has recently designed a revised syllabus for the DUET, 
which will soon be introduced. According to this new syllabus, internships will be made mandatory for students. The new 
syllabus will replace the one designed by the Higher Education Commission in 2013. 
 
―Internships are necessary because they expose students to the ongoing trends in the market,‖ she said. ―We are hoping that 
the introduction of the new syllabus, which is focused on our local culture, will bring about a positive change in the indust ry.‖ 
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 05, 18/12/2019) 
 

SHC orders builder accused of defrauding citizens to reach settlements with affected persons 
 
The Sindh High Court (SHC) has ordered that settlements be reached between builder Sikandar Abdul Kareem, accused of 
defrauding 600 citizens in the name of Silver Sands project – a housing scheme in Clifton, and the affected parties. The court 
also directed that a report be submitted after the settlements were reached, within two weeks. 
 
A two-member bench, comprising Justice Ahmed Ali Shaikh and Justice Omar Sial, issued these directives while hearing 
Kareem‘s bail plea on Wednesday. 
 
During the hearing, the counsel for the accused informed the court that notices seeking settlements had been issued to 22 
citizens, of whom only seven had responded. 
 
At this, the court remarked, ―Would you be in a position to say that you were deprived of Rs2.5 million 25 to 30 years after the 
incident?‖ 
 
The counsel for the accused, however, maintained that the remaining affected persons hadn‘t approached Kareem for a 
settlement. 
 
―How [then] do we reach a settlement with them?‖ he asked, adding that the builder had reached settlements with five of the 
affected citizens. Some of them have been paid Rs1.5 million, while others, Rs2 million. 
 
In response, the court directed the counsel to allocate Rs70 million for repaying all the defrauded citizens on account of 
settlements. Further rebuking the counsel, the court asked, ―What about those who paid [Kareem] Rs2.5 million?‖ and added 
that ―they deserve to be repaid at least Rs10 million.‖ 
 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/627/safdar-rizvi/
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People in this city never come in direct contact with the actual builders but their front men, the court commented, directing that 
settlements be reached as soon as possible. It also sought a report on the matter after the settlements are finalised, within  two 
weeks, and adjourned the hearing till January 15. 
 
Petroleum products’ price hike 
Meanwhile, another bench comprising Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Agha Faisal sought a counter reply from the 
petitioner, following the submission of the Ministry of Energy‘s reply over a plea challenging the rise in the prices of petr oleum 
products. 
 
The plea, filed by Iqbal Haider, states that the prices of petroleum products have been increased without the parliament‘s 
approval. It compares Finance Department officials to ―International Monetary Fund officials‖, holding them responsible for 
―destroying the economy.‖ The plea mentions that the rates of petroleum products will be increased further on June 1, 2020. 
 
According to the petition, the rates were increased even when the matter was under trial in the court, which was akin to 
challenging the autonomy of the judiciary. It states that inflation has gripped the country as a consequence of the rise in the 
prices of petroleum products, adding that ―the court should have been taken into confidence before the prices were increased. ‖ 
 
The Ministry of Energy has submitted a reply to the plea, attributing the price hike to the increase in the rates of petroleum 
products in the international market. It states that the increase in prices does not tally with the Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority‘s recommendations and have only been increased by 50% of the suggested hike, on Prime Minister Imran Khan‘s 
directives. 
 
The increase during the months of March and April was distinctly less than that experienced in the international market, the 
ministry‘s reply mentions. It further informs the court that the parliament has given approval for increasing petroleum products‘ 
prices by Rs30, as part of the budget, adding that despite this, the increase in the prices has been kept at the bare minimum. 
 
Following the submission of the Ministry of Energy‘s reply, the court directed the petitioner to submit a counter reply. It also 
sought details about the mechanism for increasing petroleum products‘ prices from the Ministry of Energy and adjourned the 
hearing for an indefinite period of time. 
 
Hearing transferred 
In another case, the bench comprising Justice Shaikh and Justice Sial transferred the hearing of a plea challenging Pakistan 
Peoples Party MNA Syed Khursheed Shah‘s release on bail to SHC‘s Sukkur bench. The plea seeks the annulment of the 
accountability court‘s decision to release Shah, terming it ―against the law.‖ 
 
An accountability court in Sukkur had ordered Shah‘s release, stating that according to section 24(d) of the NAB ordinance, a n 
accused cannot be kept under arrest for more than 90 days if a reference has not been filed against the person. It further 
remarked that an accused can also not be kept in custody if there was no evidence to prove allegations levelled against the 
person. The court had said that the National Accountability Bureau needed to include details of the evidence against Shah in the 
reference, in order for it to issue his arrest warrant. 
 
Issuing orders for Shah‘s release, the court remarked that the investigation officer had failed to follow its directives pertaining to 
completing the investigation of the case within 90 days and the accused couldn‘t be kept in custody when no evidence was 
available against him. 
 
Meanwhile, Shah was directed by the court to submit Rs5 million as surety against the bail. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 19/12/2019) 
 

Historic Frere Hall illuminated to mark Quaid's birth anniversary 
 

The Frere Hall was illuminated like it has never been before during a ceremony organised by The Guardian Trust and attended by 
people from all walks of life, including local government representatives, here on 
Wednesday. 
 
The occasion also commemorated Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah‘s 143rd birth 
anniversary. Shahid Feroz, chairman of The Guardian Trust, said that they were happy to 
be lighting up the historic building on such a momentous occasion. ―The Father of the 
Nation was born in Karachi, which has been through many difficult times in the recent past. 
Hopefully, those days are behind us,‖ he said, adding that the city has seen many good 
initiatives, including some fine partnerships between civil society and the government, 
which besides developing the city have also been responsible for spreading awareness 

among citizens. 
 
German heritage expert brought on board for hall’s restoration project 
 
About the Frere Hall project, he said that it was announced by Mayor of Karachi Wasim Akhtar last year that the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was going to hand over the management and maintenance of Frere Hall and its gardens to an 18-
member guardian board for a five-year period that can also be extended further. This handover then happened on April 12 this year. 
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The guardian board is composed of eminent citizens, including Jamil Yusuf, Amin Hashwani, Durriya Kazi, Ghazi Salahuddin, Kalim 
Farooqui, Shahid Abdullah, Asif Fancy, Yawar Jilani, Tariq Huda, Saleem Khan, Pervez Said, Arshad Tayebaly and Shahid Feroz. 
It has ever since been working hard on the project and has in fact embarked upon an ambitious plan to restore some of the iconic 
features of the building while adding some more to enhance its cultural value. 
 
―We, the guardians of Frere Hall have done a lot of work, some visible and lots so far invisible yet enormous. We have arranged for 
international experts. As a matter of fact, one of the three top heritage conservationists of the world who are Unesco-approved has 
been brought on board for this project. He is Hansen Michael from Aachen University Germany, who also happens to be the 
custodian of the world‘s oldest cathedral and one of the top three Unesco heritage experts, and founder of the Moenjodaro 
Programme in Pakistan,‖ he said. 
 
He added that detailed drawings for commencing work are in place though these have not yet been approved by the Government of 
Sindh‘s Heritage Committee and therefore physical activity has not started. ―Still, the citizens and corporate community of Karachi 
have given us overwhelming support and commitment to the funding of the Frere Hall project, which is happening with zero 
monetary contribution from the government,‖ he said, adding that until recently they were even without a single drop of water for 
watering the Frere Hall gardens though they are doing it now with the help of recycled water. 
 
He also thanked Asad Jaffar and his company for their contribution to lighting up Frere Hall. ―These lights will be turned on every 
day now after sunset,‖ he said. 
 
Finally, he also said that Frere Hall needed some security. ―People in this city steal even manhole covers for the sake of retrieving a 
few iron bars. And here they steal benches, light poles and expensive light fixtures,‖ he said. 
 
Thanking the Guardian Trust, Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that Frere Hall was first inaugurated in 1865 and the people of this country 
have brought it to its current state since 1947. ―So the KMC decided to join hands with the Guardian Trust to return Karachi this gift,‖ 
he said, adding that it is only the first step. ―Similarly, we will develop the entire city by joining hands with our business community.‖ 
(By Shazia Hassan Dawn, 15, 26/12/2019) 
 

Centre's move to introduce uniform curriculum termed violation of construction 
 

Firing a broadside on the federal government‘s well-publicised intentions vis-à-vis formulating a uniform curriculum, Pakistan 
Peoples Party leader Senator Raza Rabbani on Sunday said the idea of designing standardised curricula by Islamabad was a 
serious violation of the Constitution and any committee authorised for the matter was illegal. 
 
―After the 18th Amendment, designing of curricula is a provincial subject and any committee, which is entrusted by the federal 
government to design the so-called uniform curriculum, is itself illegal and unconstitutional,‖ said the former Senate chairman. 
 
He was as a keynote speaker at the launch of a book on Democratic Students Federation‘s movement in 1950s. 
 
The book Sahar honay tak: DSF ki jid-do-jehad ki mukhtasir tarikh (1950-1955), written by Dr Riaz Shaikh, dean of faculty of social 
sciences, Szabist, was launched at the Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi. 
 
He said there should no harm if the provinces design their own curricula. 
 
‘Certificates of patriotism’ 
 ―They don‘t want to see me having a bonding with Bhagat Singh, who was a great freedom fighter. But, for me and we all, what 
harm it would have inflicted if Punjab includes Bhagat Singh in its curriculum. The certificates of patriotism cannot be issued from 
Rawalpindi. We are all patriots,‖ he said. 
 
He said if the federal government was so eager to formulate uniform curricula for some reason then there were ample avenues in 
the Constitution. ―You can summon a meeting of the Council of Common Interests to discuss this issue and forge unity among the 
federating units.‖ 
 
Book on history of the struggle of the Democratic Students Federation launched 
 
He said the government wanted to maintain its sway over the syllabus and not allowing revival of student unions to produce 
students with tamed mindsets and lame political acumen. 
 
Mr Rabbani said the state should not make ‗test-tube‘ history, as similar approaches had already harmed the country a great deal in 
the past. 
 
―Writing or nurturing the test-tube history in the country can never bring good for the country. The same approach had divided the 
country and now is the time for those at the helm to shun all this,‖ he added. 
He said t ban on student unions was imposed 35 years ago by dictator Gen Ziaul Haq, but the ban mainly focused on progressive 
student organisations while those belonging to the rightwing were free to function. 
 
Student unions legislation should not carry restrictions 
He said blaming student unions for creating and promoting violence was a farce that had been publicised by the vested interests.  
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The truth of the matter was that the student unions had created camaraderie and intellectualism. ―However, for the state, the real 
violence that student unions could be blamed for is that they stimulate our thought process and help us becoming good and thinking 
people.‖ 
 
He appreciated the Sindh government for reviving student unions through legislation and asked other provinces to do the same. 
 
However, he said that the legislation regarding student unions should not carry the load of restrictions that would not benefit reviving 
those unions. 
 
Mr Rabbani said the state had ended the provincial autonomy in a pre-planned manner soon after the death of Quaid-i-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and it tried to convert federation into a centralised system. 
 
He said student and trade unions and coffeehouse culture, the culture of resistance, was specifically targeted by the Zia regime after 
his dictatorship analysed that those were the key factors behind the fall of Ayub Khan‘s decade-long regime. 
 
―The state used oppression, and employed tools of corruption to buy people to destroy student and trade unions. Similar tactics 
were designed to completely eliminate the culture of resistance from our society,‖ he added. 
 
Dr Syed Haroon Ahmed, who presided over the programme and played an active part in the 1950s students‘ movement, said it was 
heartening to see students across the country were protesting for the revival of their unions. 
 
He said the voice of those students should not subside. 
 
He appreciated the Sindh government‘s bill on the revival of student unions and observed that it should not end the struggle as it 
would be the beginning of the real struggle. 
 
Eminent historian Dr Mubarak Ali, who spoke over the phone, said that students played very important role in political struggles and 
social change. 
 
―This is the very reason that scares the state. This is the real cause that hinders those at the helm are not allowing student unions to 
get restored,‖ said Dr Ali. 
 
Author Dr Riaz Shaikh said the state feared critical questions that could come in its way if it allowed revival of the student unions in 
its original shape. 
 
Intellectual Sohail Sangi said student unions had played a huge role in instilling creative prowess in young minds that later played a 
pivotal role on a broader political horizon. 
 
Journalists Zubeida Mustafa and Bina Sarwar also spoke. Academic Dr Tauseef Ahmed Khan moderated the proceedings. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 13, 30/12/2019) 
 

Urban sovereignty 
 
IT has been a decade since the balance tipped, and more humans began to live in cities than in rural areas. Those curious about 

mankind‘s urbanisation should study Karachi. After all, the city‘s past offers a glimpse into the 
world‘s future. 
 
This will matter in 2020, a year that will be preoccupied by a reconsideration of the city‘s 
political role. The distinctions between urban and rural areas the world over have been 
crystallised through repeated elections and referendums. The global wave of populism can be 
reframed as a reaction against rapid urbanisation. And while Boris Johnson may ‗get Brexit 
done‘, the fantasy of an independent London city state will linger. 
 

Indeed, we now see cities fight back. Think of Hong Kong, currently a swirl of tear gas and fear, as protesters refuse to back down 
from their five demands. The protests began with an extradition bill, but are driven by anxiety about the city‘s status post-2047 when 
its autonomous status is set to expire. China is warning against separatism, but Hong Kong‘s citizens are not ready to give up their 
freedoms of speech and assembly or their independent judiciary. 
 
In the US, cities are leading the charge on climate change, even though the Trump administration withdrew from the Paris 
Agreement; 138 cities are committed to renewable energy, while more than 438 city mayors have joined an alliance for climate 
progress at odds with federal policy. 
 
Karachi is the dystopia that other world cities will want to avoid. 
In mid-December, mayors of eastern European capitals Warsaw, Budapest, Prague and Bratislava signed an anti-populism pact 
signalling a joint political vision that contradicts the deepening nationalist sentiments of their respective countries. They have called 
for the EU to bypass central governments and fund cities directly so that they can pursue progressive agendas on climate change, 
inclusion and innovation. It is a not-so-veiled call for urban sovereignty. 
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Expect such trends to continue as the share of the world‘s population living in cities rises up to 70 per cent by 2050, and cities 
continue to dominate the global economy (at the start of this decade, just 40 cities were responsible for two-thirds of the world‘s 
economy). Such dizzying numbers provoke two contradictory visions for the urban future. 
 
In a 2011 McKinsey report, Parag Khanna gushed about a future in which cities rather than states would rule the world. He offered a 
utopian future in which cities lead the charge on innovation, resource efficiency, effective governance and social transformation, and 
are connected to each other with high-speed rail links, creating the new super power. 
 
Khanna‘s vision contrasts with that of Robert Kaplan, who in a 1994 Atlantic article described a world of precarious cities, hit hard by 
environmental degradation and overwhelmed by migrants. He feared endless slums overpopulated by jobless youth driven to 
conflict along ethnic lines (though it could be racial, sectarian or class-based too). For Kaplan, the futures of cities and conflict were 
intertwined. Does that sound familiar? 
 
It should, for Karachi has already endured Kaplan‘s forecast. The city has a unique migration story — created through an act of 
mass political migration during Partition, its population fuelled by internal economic migration from northern Pakistan through the 
1960s, Afghan conflict refugees in the 1980s, and a wave of climate migrants adding to the city‘s mix following flooding and drought 
in Sindh around a decade ago. We all know how endemic and horrifying the resulting urban violence was, further stoked by militant 
and sectarian groups taking advantage of the city‘s sprawl and resources. 
 
Karachi did not respond with progressive, data-driven governance and inclusive policies. Today‘s tentative semi-stability has been 
enforced through a paramilitary crackdown, extrajudicial killings and the criminalisation of Afghan refugees. The multifaceted 
division of the city along ethnic, sectarian and political lines endures. There is no monopoly on violence; the police are perceived as 
merely another armed urban group. There is no centralised governance. Metropolitan authorities have been disempowered and 
stripped of service delivery responsibilities. There is no meaningful political representation at the provincial assembly. No one 
collects the trash. 
 
Karachi is the dystopia that other world cities will want to avoid. And in this bleak realisation there is an opportunity. The fact is, the 
world is grappling with similar problems: climate change, wealth inequality, political polarisation. The challenges are equalising and 
unifying. 
 
If we had any sense, we would throw open our cities‘ doors to innovators, development economists, climate pilot projects. Let the 
experts in to test ideas, and help us find the way forward. However, to do this, we would need to embrace critical thinking, 
transparency and accountability. Sadly, that, rather than conflict-prone urbanisation, is the real challenge. 
(By Huma Yousaf Dawn, 07, 30/12/2019) 
 

Six-storey building collapses 
 
A six-storey residential building located in Soomra Gali, Ranchore Line, collapsed on Monday morning as law enforcement 
officials, area residents and the officials of various departments looked on. 
 
No casualty was reported as the residents of the buildings had evacuated it before it collapsed in front of their eyes. 
 
According to residents of Ramzan Centre, situated in Timber Market, they had begun hearing noises late on Sunday night, 
around 3am. However, they told The Express Tribune, they could not figure out the source of the sounds. After Fajr prayers on  
Monday morning, though, they noticed that the structure had tilted and cracks had appeared in the walls. 
 
―Everyone was crying out, telling us to evacuate the building,‖ narrated a resident. ―All the families came outside, leaving what 
they had in the building that fell in front of them.‖ 
 
The officials who were informed rushed to the spot, with police, Rangers and Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) authorit ies 
sealing the street before evacuating the residential structure. 
 
Hundreds of people witnessed the building come crashing down, including SCBA demolition director Abdul Sajjad, who was 
monitoring the situation from the street. While four timber warehouses sustained severe damage, no one was injured.  
 
Bashir Siddiqui, the anti-encroachment director at the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, said that rescue work was initiated soon 
after the building fell, adding that it would take at least four days to remove the rubble. 
 
Questions about construction 
Officials and residents told The Express Tribune that the apartments were built in 2004 by two builders identified as Hanif Bilal 
and Hanif Baloch. The building was occupied by 24 families residing in 18 flats, along with two large timber shops.  
 
―I used to own the plot, but it was purchased by the builders in 2004,‖ said Suleman Soomro, the former president of the Timber 
Market Association, adding that Bilal and Baloch were responsible for the incident. 
Speaking to the media after the incident, Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Ahmed Shallwani said that the residents had safely 
been evacuated before the building crashed down. He claimed that Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah had announced 
the provincial government would provide financial compensation for the residents and shopkeepers of Ramzan Centre.  
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―The building was not that old, it was built in 2004,‖ he said, adding that an inquiry would be conducted while the builders were 
also being contacted. 
 
SBCA director-general Zaffar Ehsan told The Express Tribune that a committee had been formed to investigate the incident. 
―Strict action will be taken against those found to be responsible,‖ he stated. 
 
Residents of the area complained that there were dozens of such buildings in different parts of the city that urgently needed  the 
attention of the authorities. They alleged that SBCA officials permitted builders to use substandard materials for construction. 
 
The Association of Builders and Developers too held SBCA responsible for the incident, claiming illegal and substandard 
construction work had long been carried out across the metropolis under the regulation authority‘s nose. 
 
―These structures can cause a major catastrophe in the city,‖ said Mohsin Sheikhani, the association chairperson, adding that  
while it was fortunate no lives had been lost, several citizens would have lost their lifelong savings. He called for an impartial 
inquiry and strict disciplinary action against those responsible for the collapse. 
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 31/12/2019) 
 

Six-storey residential building collapses in Karachi's Ranchhore Line 
 

A multi-storey residential building constructed ―illegally‖ only 15 years ago in Ranchhore Line collapsed on Monday. However, no 
one was hurt in the incident, officials said. 
 
They said that authorities took immediate action as soon as they got reports that Al-Ramzan Tower, located in Soomro Street near 
Timber Market, had developed cracks and tilted. They persuaded the residents to leave their flats before the building got collapsed. 
The ground-plus-six-storey building had two shops and 19 flats where a number of families had been living since many years. 
 
Napier SHO Jamal Leghari said that he was patrolling the area on Monday at around 10am when he came to know that a multi-
storey building in Timber Market had tilted after developing many cracks. 
 
An inquiry has been ordered to know that why a recently constructed building collapsed 
 
He said he reached the scene and ensured that all men, women and children vacate their flats. In order to avoid any eventuality, the 
police also marked the building with yellow crime scene tape to prevent other people from going there. 
 
―Forty minutes later the building collapsed but no one was injured,‖ said the area SHO. 
 
The Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) and the city administration also present on the scene and engaged in removing debris 
with the help of heavy machinery. 
 
The SHO said that it would take four to five days to clear the area of the rubble. 
 
The SBCA also checked nearby buildings to ascertain whether they had sustained any damages or were in dilapidated condition. 
The police said that the multi-storey building was constructed in 2004. 
 
Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shalwani, senior officer of the district administration, police and leaders of political parties also visited 
the spot. 
 
Meanwhile, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah took notice of the incident and sought a report from the commissioner and 
SBCA. 
 

The commissioner told Dawn that he had ordered an inquiry as to how the building constructed in 2004 was collapsed although the 

buildings constructed 100 years ago were still intact in the city. 
 
He said that a fire had also broken out in the said building in 2014. 
 
Mr Shalwani said that he also directed the authorities to trace the builder and take him to task since the building control authority 
claimed that it did not pass the layout plan for the construction of the said building. 
 
He appreciated the performance of the authorities and said their timely action saved many lives. 
 
Meanwhile, Special Assistant Waqar Mehdi, who looked after the chief minister‘s inspection team (CMIT), visited the spot, met with 
the people and assessed the damages caused by the collapse of the building. 
 
Talking to media, he promised a thorough probe into what he described as a regrettable incident and said strict action would be 
taken against whosoever, be it SBCA officials or the builder, was found responsible. 
 
He said that the government would not leave alone the people in their testing time. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 15, 31/12/2019) 
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