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Five firefighters injured in foam factory fire
At least five firefighters were injured while attempting to douse a third-degree fire that erupted at a foam manufacturing factory in
Karachi’s SITE area on Thursday morning. The fire was finally brought under control after 10
hours of frantic efforts, involving at least 19 fire brigades.
The fire broke out at 8am when there was no staff at the factory premises were empty save a
watchman, who informed the fire department at around 8:25am. On receiving the information,
two fire tenders were immediately dispatched to the site, followed by more vehicles when the
personnel in the former two realised the scope of the task at hand.
Fire in city court’s record room doused: officials
According to the factory management, the fire broke out in the warehouse located on the ground floor of the multi-storey building
and reached the upper floors of the one-acre complex in no time. “We have no idea about the cause of the fire,” said one official
from the management. “But the fire has completely damaged goods worth millions of rupees due to the lack of facilities of the fire
brigade department.”
Witnesses said the firefighters faced several problems in their attempts to control the blaze. “Only two fire tenders were available
at the SITE fire station,” explained Amjad Khan, one of the first firefighters at the scene. “Three other fire tenders and a water
bowser are out of order at the station,” he said, adding that they faced severe problems due to the shortage of water and other
resources.
This time, the firefighters had to call in water tankers run by private contractors to douse the fire. “We don’t even get some
money for the diesel to run our vehicles,” complained another firefighter, who requested not to be named. “We had to borrow
money from the factory management to get fuel for the vehicles as well as chemical foam to douse the fire,” he added.
A few hours into the effort, the firefighters believed they had managed to bring the blaze under control, only for it to erupt again.
This time, a section of the building collapsed due to the intensity of the second blaze as explosions rang inside the facility.
“Nearly 50% of the building was razed to the ground by the inferno,” said Chief Fire Officer Wajahat Ahmed. “The remaining part
of the building will also likely collapse.”
A total of 16 fire tenders from the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, two from Pakistan Navy and one from the Karachi Port
Trust, besides a snorkel and a water bowser, were involved in the efforts to bring the fire under control.
Seeing the intensity of the fire, the personnel worked out a strategy to prevent it from reaching the neighbouring establishments.
“We started dousing the fire from the sides of the factory in order to save the nearby factories,” explained another firefighter,
Khalid Ali. “Had we not done so, the fire would have definitely destroyed the nearby structures.”
For their part, the firefighters alleged that the factory’s management was unwilling to cooperate with them, adding that the
operation also faced severe hurdles as they had not been provided with the chemical foam used to extinguish the fire.
Two children burn to death in Karachi shanti town inferno
No loss of life was reported in the incident, but at least five firefighters sustained injuries. The injured were identified as Naveed,
Liaquat Ali, Nasir, Saeed and Ali. They were taken to a nearby hospital from where they were later released after being given
first aid.
Asad Nisar, a former chairman of SITE Associations expressed strong sentiments regarding the incident. “This is all because of
the lack of resources at the fire department,” he said. “The government as well as the fire brigade department has been informed
multiple times to take the matter seriously. However, they never take our warnings seriously, due to which businessmen here
face losses worth millions of rupees.”
Meanwhile, the fire department officials could not ascertain the cause of the fire, saying it was likely a short circuit.
(By Faraz Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 06/07/2018)

Five witnesses testify in Baldia factory fire case
An antiterrorism court recorded on Friday testimonies of five prosecution witnesses in a case pertaining to the Baldia factory fire in
which over 250 workers were killed.
The ATC-VI judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the Central Jail Karachi, summoned more witnesses on
July 21 to record their statements.
On Friday, five police officials appeared and testified that they were posted at different police stations when the deadly fire broke out
in the Ali Enterprises garments factory in Baldia Town on September 11, 2012.
They further testified that they visited the factory and collected the bodies of the perished workers.
They deposed that several bodies were charred beyond recognition. They added that various victims’ burnt limbs were found
scattered. A single limb was also considered as body, the police officials deposed.
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They told the court that several bodies were identified with the help of data in the mobile phones belonging to the victims. The
officials deposed that after collecting the bodies they sent the same to hospitals for the post-mortem examinations and later
completed legal procedures as required under Section 174 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).
After recording their testimonies, the ATC-VI judge summoned more witnesses to appear and record their statements on July 21.
Witness cross-examined in graft case
The accountability court-I judge on Friday fixed July 20 for cross-examination of a key prosecution witness in a case pertaining to
alleged corruption against former provincial information minister Sharjeel Inam Memon and 13 others.
The defence counsel partially held cross-examination of prosecution witness Zeenat Jahan, who is currently posted as information
director in the provincial information department at Karachi. Sharjeel Memon and other suspects appeared before the court.
In May, Ms Jahan had recorded her statement against former minister Memon and others in a reference pertaining to alleged
corruption in award of government advertisements to the electronic media.
The witness deposed that while she was posted as director in the provincial information department she had observed massive
financial corruption and misuse of powers in the department and, therefore, she lodged a complaint with the NAB Karachi in June
2014.
She further testified that corruption and corrupt practices had been carried out for long in the information department, adding that
then provincial information minister Sharjeel Inam Memon, then information secretary Zulfiqar Shalwani and then deputy directors
Yousuf Kabooro, Mansoor Ahmed Rajput and Anita Baloch were involved in massive corruption in the department.
“The flagrant corruption was also made in the electronic media campaign as the advertisements have been awarded on exorbitant
rates to certain advertising agencies,” she said.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 14/07/2018)

Fire erupts at factory, warehouse on first two days of Eid
A thread manufacturing factory was gutted as a third degree fire broke out in the New Karachi area on the first day of Eid.
Fire brigade officials said the fire damaged two more factories in the surrounding area
.
Five firefighters injured in foam factory fire
The blaze at the thread manufacturing factory near Saba Cinema in New Karachi’s Industrial
Area was brought under control after a hectic effort of four hours. Reacting on information, the
fire brigade department dispatched at least three fire tenders to the site to extinguish the blaze.
However, at least seventeen more vehicles with water bowsers and a snorkel were sent to the
factory to extinguish the blaze which was raging on.
Fire brigade officials declared it a third degree fire. They said as the blaze was intense and due
to fast winds, the fire also caused damaged to at least two more nearby factories.
According to the fire brigade spokesperson, the thread manufacturing factory was burnt to ashes which caused of loss worth
millions of rupees. The cause of the fire has yet to be ascertained.
The blaze was brought under control within four hours while cooling operations were underway till the second day of Eid, the fire
brigade spokesperson informed.
No casualties were reported.
Another blaze
Similarly, a fire erupted at the warehouse of a superstore located at Awami Markat on Sharae Faisal on the second day of Eid.
Reacting on information, at least two fire tenders were rushed to the site. However, four more fire tenders from the fire brigade
department of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and two from the Pakistan Navy also reached the site due to the intensity of
the blaze. According to the fire brigade department, the warehouse of the superstore was completely burnt to ashes and caused
a loss of millions of rupees. The cause of the fire has yet to be ascertained.
An extra contingent of law enforcers, including police and Rangers also reached the site to help the firefighters. No case was
registered as the police said no criminal act was found behind the incident.
(By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 05, 25/08/2018)

Huge fires erupt in factory, superstore
Two huge fires erupted in an industrial unit and a superstore, separately, during Eid holidays in the
metropolis, officials said on Friday.
The first blaze broke out in a garment factory located in New Karachi Industrial Area on Tuesday
night at around 8.30pm, according to a fire brigade official.
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Soon realising the gravity of the situation, the officials declared it as a third-degree fire and called fire tenders from across the
metropolis.
Around two dozen fire tenders managed to control the blaze by around 5am on Wednesday (Eidul Azha). It had erupted on the
second floor of the building, which was badly affected by the fire.
The building was not insured, revealed the fire officials. The exact cause of fire and estimation of loss could not be made
immediately.
On Thursday, a huge fire broke out in a superstore located on main Sharea Faisal in the morning. The fire erupted at 8.30am in a
basement of the superstore where cooking oil etc was kept. It was controlled by 7pm.
Seven fire tenders of the fire brigade and two fire tenders of Pakistan Navy took part in controlling the fire.
A fireman, Adil Farooqi, quoting the statement of in-charge of the superstore, Anwar Ali, said that the fire might have erupted due to
a short circuit. However, the fire official said the exact cause of fire and estimation of loss was not known immediately.
Gulshan SP Ghulam Murtaza Bhutto ruled out the possibility of any sabotage behind the incident.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 25/08/2018)

18 more witnesses testify in Baldia factory fire case
Eighteen prosecution witnesses recorded their testimonies before an antiterrorism court on Friday in the Baldia factory fire case.
The ATC-VI judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the Karachi central prison, summoned remaining
witnesses on Sept 24 to record their statements.
Nine accused — including Muttahida Qaumi Movement lawmaker Rauf Siddiqui, Abdul Rehman alias Bhola and Zubair alias
Chariya — have been charged with setting ablaze a garments factory in the Balidia area with the help of its four gatekeepers —
Shahrukh, Fazal Ahmed, Arshad Mehmood and Ali Mohammad.
The prosecution claimed that the suspects acted on the instruction of the then head of the MQM’s Karachi Tanzeemi Committee,
Hammad Siddiqui, after the factory owners did not pay protection money.
Of 670 prosecution witnesses, around 540 have been examined
On Friday, the matter was fixed for recording statements of eighteen prosecution witnesses in the case.
The witnesses deposed that they were legal heirs of the deceased workers, who had gone to their work at the factory as usual on
Sept 11, 2012. However, they further deposed, their loved-ones did not return home.
They testified that they heard the news about the fire at the Ali Enterprises and rushed to the site but found the building up in flames
and the rescuers trying to douse the fire.
The witnesses further testified that most of their relatives’ bodies were not identifiable when the rescuers finally retrieved them from
the building. They said they had gone through the lengthy procedures of DNA collection and matching after which they came to
know their relatives had died.
After recording their testimonies, the judge summoned other prosecution witnesses and adjourned the hearing till Sept 24.
There are around 670 witnesses listed by the prosecution in the case. Of them, around 540 have already been examined.
Bail dismissed
Another antiterrorism court on Friday dismissed the bail application moved by a detained accused in a case pertaining to an
encounter and killing of a police constable.
The accused, Haji Naik Muhammad, along with others has been charged with attempted murder, murder, extortion and terrorism.
The ATC-X judge, who conducted the trial in the judicial complex inside the central prison, pronounced his order, which he had
earlier reserved, after hearing arguments from the both sides.
The judge observed that it was apparent from the FIR that the accused and the co-accused had fired at the policeman, as a result of
which, he lost his life.
The judge further observed that the deceased was a police official and the accused by resorting firing created a sense of fear and
insecurity in the police as well as the public at large. So, the act committed by the accused dis-entitles him for concession of the bail.
“Under the above discussed facts and circumstances, I do not find the applicant/accused entitled for grant of bail and thus, the
instant applications stand rejected being devoid of any force, as the case of prosecution is based upon unimpeachable evidence,”
ruled the court.
The judge, however, clarified that such observations would not affect the merits of the case and directed the prosecution to bring
further evidence on record and dig out the truth.
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The prosecutor, Ghulam Hussain Dalwani, opposed the bail plea, arguing that the court had earlier dismissed and a rejected similar
application of the accused on Dec 22, 2016, as there was strong evidence available to suggest his involvement in the commission of
the offence and recovery of illicit weapons from his possession.
Earlier, the defence counsel, Muhammad Aslam Bhutta, submitted in the bail plea that his client was quite innocent, but the police
falsely framed him in the case with mala fide intentions.
He further submitted that nothing was recovered from the possession of his client and that the recovery of the weapon was foisted
upon him by the police.
The counsel argued that the police had failed to cite any independent or private witness in the case despite the fact that the place of
the incident was a thickly populated commercial area, which was a clear violation of Section 103 of the criminal procedure code.
He also mentioned that the court had already granted bail to three co-accused — Sain Bux, Sher Zaman and Ali Asghar Solangi —
while the fourth co-accused, Khalid Hussain, was also granted bail in the case by the high court.
The counsel maintained that his client had not committed any non-bailable offence and pleaded for his post-arrest bail, as a similar
plea was earlier rejected by the court on Dec 22, 2016.
According to the prosecution, on July 4, 2011 a police team carried out a raid in Sector 6/C, Jogi Goth, Mehran Town in Korangi
Industrial Area upon receiving information regarding presence of some members of an extortion/land grabbing gang.
However, some 30/35 persons fired at the police and Head Constable Naveed Tanoli sustained bullet injuries and died on the spot,
it added. After an exchange of fire the police arrested Khalid Ali, Zohaib Ahmed, Javed Akhtar, Ayaz Khan, Haji Naik Muhammad,
Muhammad Siddique, Khalid, Abdul Kareem, Haider Gul, Sher Zaman, Raza Muhammad and Ghulam Ali.
The police also recovered a Kalashnikove rifle with 15 live rounds from Naik Muhammad, a repeater gun from Raza Muhammad, a
.30-bore pistol from Ghulam Ali. All of them had failed to produce licences of their weapons. Around 10 to 12 accomplices of the
arrested accused persons managed to flee with the official sub-machine gun of the slain policeman.
They were arrested and booked in two separate cases registered under Section 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty), 324 (attempted murder), 302 (premeditated murder), 186 (obstructing public servant in discharge of
public functions), 395 (punishment for dacoity) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code read with the Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997 and Section 13-D of the Arms Ordinance at the Korangi Industrial Area police station.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 15/09/2018)

No casualties: Firefighters battle ferocious Techno City blaze for over five hours
The city’s commercial hub, II Chundigar Road, was in a state of panic on Monday morning as the 17-floor Techno City building
was partially engulfed by a blaze.
The building is home to the offices of a private media group, two banks, a mall of computer
accessories and other private companies. The fire, according to a representative of one of
the associations of the building, Techno City Corporate Tower Association, Muhammad
Najeeb, started at around 5am in the basement after a brief power outage.
At around 5:30am, when the fire intensified, the security guards and some of the night shift
staff realised there was a fire in the building. Thick grey smoke gradually engulfed the
building’s parking area, which stranded the staff at the 16th, 14th and 13th floors.
Smoke was believed to have billowed through the duct system. The fire exit system was apparently non-functional or the staff
present was unaccustomed to using it.
Two staff members of a private TV channel were taken to a hospital to be nebulised after being rescued. Nine fire brigade
vehicles, one snorkel and Navy personnel were deployed to extinguish the blaze.
Around seven cars at the second-floor parking were completely burnt. The communication wires, which are commonly known as
internet wires, along with the electric wires were blazed. After an effort of more than five hours, the fire was finally brought under
control by noon, according to Chief Fire Officer Tehseen Siddiqui.
According to an anchorperson at the TV channel, Shahzeb, who was working in the building during the night shift, the fire started
from the basement and gradually spread to the ground floor. “We were on the 15th floor when we heard a few explosions,” he
said, adding that they rushed down the stairs to the ground floor at around 10am. “We covered our faces and rushed down,” he
said.
The TV channel’s technical manager, Muhammad Shahid, was however, rescued at around 1:30pm through a snorkel from the
second-floor parking area. Shahid claimed to have used the fire exit passage to reach the parking area. “We were shutting down
our equipment and transferring our signals to Lahore, which was taking time,” he said. The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation’s
(KMC) rescue team, he said, was ill-equipped. “When the Pakistan Navy’s rescue team provided them [KMC] backup, they
sprang into action,” said Shahid.
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Building structure and associations
The building is divided into three portions, each of which is looked after by a different association – the Corporate Tower with the
offices of the private TV channel and two banks, the Office Tower with the offices of a private FM channel and other offices and
a mall in the third portion. According to Shahid, the fire broke out in the Office Tower.
He said fires have broken out in the Office Tower several times in the past, but this was the first time it spread to the Corporate
Tower.
Disregard for regulations
The Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, 2002, call for mandatory fire resistance and precautions for buildings,
which were apparently not installed in the building.
According to the regulations, all ground-plus-three buildings should have standpipe systems, sprinkler systems and proper exits.
The fire department of the KMC has to certify the buildings’ fire safety precautions. Meanwhile, the civil defence department has
to conduct regular inspections.
According to the Sindh Building Control Authority’s bylaws, all ground-plus-three storey or above buildings, which are more than
43 feet tall, should be provided a standpipe system set. The bylaws further call for installation of automatic and manual sprinkler
systems. The Techno City building, according to Najeeb, has no automatic sprinkler or alarm system. “Even the fire exit was
made a few years back,” he said.
The bylaws state that at least one manual extinguisher should be available on each floor at stairway landings and in corridors at
each lift or group of lifts in residential and commercial buildings.
An interior fire alarm system should also be installed in hotels, motels and dormitories higher than one storey with a capacity of
50 or more occupants. All hospitals and institutional buildings accommodating more than 20 occupants above ground should
have an interior fire alarm system. All school buildings with a provision of more than 30 students above the ground floor,
mercantile buildings, factory buildings and cinemas, theatres and similar public assembly places should have this alarm system
installed.
LG minister’s response
Meanwhile, Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani has announced that the Sindh government will provide a snorkel and ten
fire tenders to the KMC fire brigade in a few days.
He directed the District South deputy commissioner to chalk out a detailed survey of the building and submit a report to him
about the fire. Speaking at the fire site, Ghani said all the people stuck [in the building] due to smoke had been rescued.
He admitted that it was the responsibility of the civil defence department to ensure that all buildings and warehouses are
equipped with fire extinguishers and have the necessary equipment to put out a fire.
Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that there was no passage in the building for smoke to pass through. “The building has been sealed
from all sides,” he said, adding that it is also the responsibility of traders to take necessary measures for their own safety. He
also pointed out that the generators inside the building were full of diesel and could have potentially sparked the fire.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune, 04, 02/10/2018)

Ten more testify in Baldia factory fire case
Ten more relatives of the Baldia factory workers on Tuesday recorded their testimonies before an antiterrorism court in the Baldia
factory fire case.
The ATC-VI judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the Karachi central prison, summoned remaining
witnesses to record their statements and fixed the matter for Oct 20.
Nine accused — including Muttahida Qaumi Movement lawmaker Rauf Siddiqui; Abdul Rehman, alias Bhola; and Zubair, alias
Chariya — have been charged with setting ablaze a garments factory in Baldia Town with the help of its four gatekeepers —
Shahrukh, Fazal Ahmed, Arshad Mehmood and Ali Mohammad.
The prosecution claimed that the suspects acted on the instruction of the then head of the MQM Karachi Tanzeemi Committee,
Hammad Siddiqui, after the factory owners did not pay protection money.
The matter was fixed for recording statements of prosecution witnesses.
The detained suspect Abdul Rehman, alias Bhola and Zubair alias Chariya were produced from the prison. Rauf Siddiqui also
appeared before the court.
The witnesses deposed that they were legal heirs of the deceased workers.
They deposed that their relatives worked at the Ali Enterprises, a readymade garments factory, and went to work at the factory as
usual on Sept 11, 2012.
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The relatives said they heard that their relatives had been caught in the deadly fire in the factory and were perished.
They further testified that the bodies of their relatives were not identifiable and through the DNA testing the victims were identified.
After recording their testimonies, the judge summoned other prosecution witnesses and adjourned the hearing till Oct 20. There are
around 670 witnesses listed by the prosecution in the case.
An application moved by MQM leader Rauf Siddiqui seeking his acquittal in the case is pending before the court.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 17, 18/10/2018)

Huge fire in bamboo shop at New Subzi Mandi
A huge fire broke out in a bamboo shop at New Subzi Mandi on the Superhighway on Sunday, which prompted the Sindh chief
minister to seek a report on it, officials said.
The fire erupted in the bamboos at around 12.19pm.
Initially a few fire fire tenders were sent to meet any eventuality. However, realising the gravity of the situation, more fire tenders
were sent there. As many as 10 fire tenders put out the fire at 3pm after hectic efforts, said a fire brigade official.
The cause of the fire and estimate of the loss could not be determined immediately.
Meanwhile, chief minister Murad Ali Shah took notice of the fire at the bamboo shop and asked officials that how it erupted as this
was not hot season. He sought a report about the fire from the commissioner of Karachi.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 05/11/2018)

Corporate (ir)responsibility: Workers burned to death in factory laid to rest
Four of the six labourers who were burned to death in an autoparts manufacturing factory near Landhi Petrol Manzil on
Wednesday, were laid to rest at local graveyards. The bodies of two other victims have been handed over to their families.
The funeral prayers for 30-year-old Muhammad Saleem, son of Babu, were held on Thursday morning at the main road near
Quaidabad after which he was buried at Zafar Town cemetery. The funeral prayers for 40-year-old Inayat, son of Muhammad
Ramzan, and 30-year-old Muhammad Imran, son of Sufyan, were held at Khokhrapar and they were also laid to rest at a local
cemetery.
The funeral prayers of Muhammad Saleem, son of Shabbir, was held after Zuhr prayers at Masjid-e-Tayyaba in Malir after which
he was buried at a local graveyard. The body of 25-year-old Muhammad Amir, son of Sufi Muhammad, has been taken to
Muzaffarabad for burial. The body of the sixth victim, 46-year-old Muhammad Shadman, son of Moeeuddin, was handed over to
his family on Wednesday evening.
Faheem, aged 30, who received 10% burns, is still under treatment at Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Burns Ward.
Malir SSP Irfan Bahadur said that the Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has ordered an inquiry of the incident. He
added that Karachi commissioner has formed a team to investigate the incident which will share their findings with the police.
The police is also carrying out its own investigation. He said that action would be taken against anyone found guilty.
The incident
Earlier, it was reported that a boiler had exploded in the factory, but a preliminarily inspection report of the accident refuted the
claim.
The report, released by the Sindh Government Boilers Industries Department Chief Inspector, stated that a team of boiler
inspectors of industries department visited the site on November 14. The report said that molten metal and combustible gases
from rotary tilting furnace splashed out accidently around the furnace and burned the workers and equipment nearby.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 16/11/2018)

Firefighter among three injured in towel factory fire
Three people, including a firefighter, were injured as they attempted to put out a fire that
engulfed a towel and hosiery factory in Gabol Town Saturday night. The blaze was
brought under control by the fire brigade after a struggle of almost eight hours.
The building was dilapidated after the fire as the fire brigade staff struggled to control the
fire due to unavailability of water and narrow streets. Towels, hosiery, machinery and
other raw material of the factory were completely burned.
As many as 11 fire tenders of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and a van of the
Pakistan Navy took part in the extinguishing process.

7

Located within the limits of the Gabol Town police station, the factory was set ablaze till its second floor late Saturday night.
Conductor burns to death after truck catches fire in Sheikhupura
The fire that erupted suddenly intensified and smoke emancipating from the factory rose to the skies. On receiving news, the
police, Rangers and residents of the area reached the spot in large numbers. The fire brigade staff was also called and three fire
tenders reached the scene to bring the blaze under control. However, in light of the intensity of the fire, an additional seven fire
tenders and snorkels of the fire brigade were dispatched to the spot.
The fire brigade faced difficulty in its operation due to the narrow streets around the factory. As a precautionary step, buildings
nearby were evacuated and the fire brigade staff declared the building as “extremely damaged and dilapidated” and asked the
residents to stay away from the building. The fire brigade staff demolished the walls of the building from three places and
climbed the roofs of the surrounding factories to control the fire but the wall of the factory collapsed, injuring three persons,
including a fire fighter, who were immediately shifted to a nearby hospital.
Deputy Chief Fire Officer Muhammad Imtiaz told The Express Tribune news of the fire in the factory was received by the fire
brigade at 4:15am, upon which the fire brigade dispatched three fire tenders to the spot. He said that difficulties were faced in
controlling the fire due to shortage of water.
Owing to the closure of the water hydrant at Sakhi Hassan, the fire tenders had to fill water from the hydrant near Nipa
Chowrangi, shared, adding that as soon as the fire tender would be loaded with water, the blaze would erupt once again.
As many as seven fire tenders were filling water at the same time from the Nipa Chowrangi water hydrant which increased the
difficulty. Later, on the directives of the Karachi commissioner, water tankers were dispatched to the factory while a fire tender
and staff of the Pakistan Navy was also present on the spot. During this time, clothes of the hosiery were removed from the
factory.
Failed brakes: Driver killed as dump truck collides with 22-wheeler
In search of water
The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) provided 125,000 gallons of water on site to the fire tenders to extinguish the
fire. On receiving information about the incident, KWSB Managing Director Khalid Mahmood Shaikh declared an emergency on
Nipa, Sakhi Hasan and Safoora water hydrants.
The water board’s hydrants and tankers cell provided water tankers to the fire tenders on the site immediately till the fire was
controlled. However, due to narrow streets and dense population, it was difficult for the fire bowsers to transfer water into tanks.
On instructions of Shaikh, officials of the hydrants and tankers cell arrived at the site to make sure the fire brigade had enough
water to extinguish the fire.
(By Sajid Rauf The Express Tribune, 04, 19/11/2018)

Burnt to ashes: Departmental store catches fire in Gulshan-e-Iqbal
Goods worth millions of rupees were burnt when a fire erupted in the basement of a departmental store in Gulshan-e-Iqbal on
Thursday. Three fire tenders reached the spot soon after they received the complaint. The
fire brigade staff started the cooling process after five hours of fire extinguishing effort.
According to sources, the basement of a building located in KDA Market, Block 3, Gulshane-Iqbal suddenly caught fire. The area police and volunteers of rescue teams reached the
site immediately.
According to fire department officials, the complaint was received at 10:35am on which the
fire brigade staff reached the spot.
The fire occurred in the basement of the store that only had one door. The fire brigade staff
had to face extreme difficulty due to the smoke that had formed. Five firemen were affected by the smoke and were given
medical aid.
The officials also said that there was a warehouse in the basement where garments and other items were stored. All the items
were reduced into ashes. The fire extinguishing task took almost eight hours.
No loss of life occurred as a result of the fire. Gulshan-e-Iqbal SHO Ikhlaq Ahmed said that the fire was caused due to short
circuit.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 28/12/2018)
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