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Sindh Assembly asks Centre to fulfil promise to revive KCR

After allegations and counter-allegations from both sides of the aisle, the Sindh Assembly on Monday unanimously asked the
: > federal government to fulfil its promise regarding the revival of the Karachi Circular
Railway (KCR).

“This house asks the Sindh government to approach the federal government to ensure
[that] its commitment to the people of Karachi regarding the Karachi Circular Railway [is
realised],” said a motion moved by Pakistan Peoples Party’s Sadia Javed.

* The mover said the federal government had “deliberately” delayed the plan to revive the
KCR.
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She said Islamabad was not doing its share of the job, thus, it was going against its commitment with the people of Karachi vis-a-vis

the KCR’s revival.
Minister says work to survey and regularise katchi abadis across province is under way

Transport and Mass Transit Minister Awais Qadir Shah asked three major opposition parties — Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, Muttahida
Qaumi Movement and Grand Democratic Alliance, all partners in the federal government — to influence their colleagues ruling
Islamabad to play their part for the revival of the project.

Railways slammed for not giving RoW
He said it was the federal government which could give sovereign guarantee to a Chinese company. Besides, handing over of the
Karachi Urban Transport Authority to the Sindh government was still far from reality.

Additionally, he asked the opposition parties to help the PPP’s Sindh government in convincing Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid to
notify the right of way (RoW) for the KCR project. “You get us right of way, we will start fencing of the railway property.”

He requested Prime Minister Imran Khan to provide maximum funding and due rights to a city which was the powerhouse of the
country’s economy.

Referring to a frequently discussed report prepared by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in the house, the minister
said it also discussed the removal of human settlement en route KCR for which a big chunk of money was required.

He said his party’s stance was clear, which it had reiterated in the courts as well ie mandatory settlement of the affected people
before uprooting and bulldozing of their houses. These people should be compensated and settled elsewhere.

Referring to a statement by the Railways minister in which he alleged that the Sindh government was not cooperating, Mr Shah said
he had repeatedly conveyed to the federal minister that the provincial government was ready to work with him.

He told the house about a recent meeting with the Railways authorities in which the latter utterly refused to give the right of way for
the project. “How can we float tenders for fencing the KCR land when they have flatly refused to give us the right of way?

“We are writing a letter to the federal government again for getting the right of way,” he said.

He said during a recent meeting of the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL) at the Governor House, Prime
Minister Khan had told Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah in unequivocal terms that the federal government would arrange for buses and
computer system for the Green Line project before handing it to the provincial authorities.

Otherwise, he said, the provincial government had allocated funds for the procurement of computer system and buses.

Number of houses on KCR land doubled

Opposition Leader Firdous Shamim Naqvi had earlier said the provincial government should clearly tell the house what it wanted

from the federal government.

He appreciated JICA for conducting a $10 million study for the project, in which it identified seven corridors and routes and chalked
out a mass transit scheme duly linked up with the KCR.

He said the number of households on encroached land was over 4,000 when JICA filed its study in 2010 and now it had swelled to
8,000. He said it took nine years for the Sindh government to issue tenders for fencing of the KCR land.

MQM-P’s Mohammad Hussain and PTI’'s Umar Omari said the adjournment motion in question should have not been admitted in
the first place.

Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani confronted them, asking them to sit down as the motion was passed by the house and the members
should speak over the subject.
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PPP’s Raja Razzaq and Liaquat Askani said the people who would be affected by the project should be adequately compensated
and settled elsewhere.

MQM-P’s Jawed Hanif said because of the “cold shoulder” by the PPP government, JICA transferred its funds for the KCR project to
a project in Bangladesh.

Another MQM-P lawmaker, Khwaja Izharul Hasan, said that his party, being a coalition partner of the federal government, would
ensure that the KCR would be revived.

GDA’s Nand Kumar and Nusrat Abbasi, MQM-P’s Rashid Khilji, PPP’s Shamim Akhtar, Murtaza Baloch and PTI’'s Shehzad Qureshi
and Arsalan Taj also spoke.

Regularisation of katchi abadis
Earlier, furnishing a statement and replies during Question Hour, Katchi Abadis Minister Saeed Ghani said that the survey and
regularisation of katchi abadis was being done by the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority under the SKA Act.

To a question, he said that the projects of the Slums Infrastructure Development Programme in Mirpurkhas, Thatta, Shaheed
Benazirabad, Naushahro Feroz and Karachi had been completed with the cost of Rs44m during fiscal year 2016-2017.

In reply to another query, Mr Ghani said that no appointment was made in the SKA during 2016-2017.

To a question, he said that a Rs40m project of provision of basic facilities of sewerage and drains in different slums was to be
completed by June 2019.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 15, 22/01/2019)

PPP MPAs criticise Centre over delay in KCR project, opposition responds in kind

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) lawmakers critcised the federal government in the Sindh Assembly on Monday, holding it
responsible for delays in the Karachi Circular Railways (KCR) project. They demanded the Centre to issue the sovereign
guarantee.

Meanwhile, during the debate on an adjournment motion regarding the “federal government’s commitment to people of Karachi
about KCR,” Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lawmakers held the Sindh government responsible for failing to achieve the target.

According to Sindh Transport Minister Awais Qadir Shah, the project cannot be initiated until the federal government gives a
sovereign guarantee to foreign companies who have agreed to work on it.

“We have written a number of letters to the federal government, but all in vain,” he said. “The intentions of federal government
can be gauged from the fact that it has not put in Executive Committee of National Economic Council (ECNEC),” he added.

PPP MPA Sadia Javed, moving the adjournment in her speech, referred to the Centre’s commitment towards Karachi's
development. She said that the federal government has yet to come up with a concrete plan for alternative places for the roughly
8,000 displaced people who had encroached upon the KCR tracks.

Opposition leader, PTI's Firdous Shamim Navqi, criticising PPP’s policies said, “Treasury members in this House should be
ashamed of their remarks and limited knowledge of this project.” At this, PPP members protested, forcing him to withdraw his
remarks.

“Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), was working on this project earlier,” said Naqvi. “Sindh chief minister is
responsible for the failure for of this project. JICA’s correspondence with the Sindh government confirms this,” he said.

Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F) MPA Nusrat Seher Abbasi said that the PPP government has only given Karachi
10 buses in the past decade.

Sindh government once again criticised the Centre for creating problems for power generation in the province. “Islamabad
Baboos [bureaucrats] are the hurdles. We have devised different projects of wind and solar,” said Energy Minister Imtiaz Shaikh,
responding to a call attention notice by PPP MPA Kulsoom Chandio. “National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA)
has also fixed the tariff rate, but federal government has not given approval for this,” he added.

Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani informed the house that around 1,414 katchi abadies [slums] have been regularised.
“People will indulge in untoward activities like land grabbing if we don’t give them place to live in,” he said.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 22/01/2019)

How the once-mighty Pakistan Railways went off track

When British India’s first train pulled into the Bombay station in 1853, the country was also pulled into the modern era. Over 165
years later, in rural Sindh, closures and decline in the use of the train service, coupled with the lack of governmental atte ntion to
this trend, are intimately affecting local life. The railways have died, and with it, the economic vitality of the region and the
livelihood of its people.
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How did we get here?

Decades after the landmark event for what was then a British colony, a major metro
railway loop constructed in 1912 joined various parts of the Subcontinent with
Tharparkar and Mirpurkhas. The small trains were named after the prince of Jodhpur.
They were called Raja Jee Railgari. Read that again. Raja Jee Railgari. The Prince’s
Train.

The trains connected dozens of towns in today’s rural Sindh that were previously too
far to reach. Traders and tourists benefitted from the extensive railway service,
travelling as far as parts of western India — Jodhpur, Ahmedabad and Rajasthan.

Alas, all that changed after the Indo-Pak wars of 1965 and 1971. The train track became limited to the Tharparkar region. Rising,
unpunished corruption among railway employees also drew a heavy cost, so much so that the section was eventually shut down
despite having seven functional trains.

People turned to roads, or perhaps back to roads. But a lack of law enforcement on the roads and poor infrastructure meant that
fatal traffic accidents became a common feature in the region.

[ & S Economic impact

X The heaviest impact of the closure of the rail network was on the economic vitality of
the areas that were peppered with railway networks. Grain Market Association’s
President Iftikhar Khan notes the loss of government property worth billions. People
have taken away the broken railway line. If it were protected, there is still iron and
building material worth billions that can be salvaged.

Activist Akbar Leghari also spoke about what he calls the economic derailment of the
area due to the closure of railways. They were, after all, crucial for transporting cotton,
chili peppers and crops to other parts of the country.

In addition, there was a societal benefit — the trains were a safe and cheap mode of travel for local women and children. Here,
Leghari laments about the state of private transport in the region. The attitude of private transporters is unsuitable. They stuff
people into buses, make them sit on roofs,” he says.

Love lost

The stations once filled with hustle and bustle of activity now present a desolate view. The romance has essentially vanished.
The trains are now a long bygone reminder of what once used to be. Families waving goodbye to each other, desperately
holding hands for as long as possible before the trains picked up speed. Children arguing over who got to sit next to the window.
Children cuddling with their parents in the too-narrow bunk beds on sleeper trains.

No longer within reach, train travel evokes a nostalgic longing in social worker Muhammad Raza. Train travel is comfortable and
peaceful. The beauty of the train tracks is that they still link us to [our historical ties with] India.

Forgotten train engines and compartments left under the open sky have caught rust. Rest houses, platform buildings, and
residential quarters — once costing millions — are now sights of ruin and loss.

Thousands of acres of railways land illegally encroached. Mass layoffs. Wheat, chili peppers, sugarcane, cotton, fruit and
vegetables, once transported using the tracks, now no more. The economic glory of the region is a thing of the past, just like the
trains and tracks in the region.

(By Ejaz Mughal The Express Tribune, 04, 01/02/2019)

Centre not cooperating with Sindh for KCR revival, PA told

The Sindh Assembly was informed on Thursday that Pakistan Railways was not cooperating with the provincial government to give
asz the right of way for the construction and revival of the Karachi Circular Railway.

Giving a statement and responding to the lawmakers’ written and oral queries,
Minister for Transport and Mass Transit Syed Awais Qadir Shah said that the land
could not be made available to the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation to
reconstruct the KCR as the “Pakistan Railways is neither ready to disturb its main
railway line nor its trunk lines in the city.”

He said that the federal government’s assistance was urgently required in that regard,
adding that in such a situation it was necessary that the federal government construct
the KCR project.
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The minister also informed the lawmakers that the under-construction section of the Green Line Bus Rapid Transit Service (BTRS)
project was being delayed due to the “lethargic” attitude of the federal government that had not yet given the timeline to hand over
the completed corridor to the provincial government.

Minister says provincial government would invite bids for the procurement of buses for Green Line after corridor is handed over to it

The minister said that the provincial government was not in a position to start the process of procurement of buses for the under-
construction Green Line section as the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL), the federal entity responsible
for constructing the project, had not yet given the timeline to hand over the infrastructure of the project to the provincial government.

He also recalled that Prime Minister Imran Khan during his visit to the metropolis had offered to purchase buses for the Green Line
project to make it operational, but afterwards no correspondence was made by the federal government as a follow-up to the PM’s
announcement.

“The chief minister has written several letters to the federal authorities asking them to hand over the constructed section, but to no
avail as no response has been received so far”, he said.

Procurement of buses for Green Line
The minister said that the provincial government would invite bids for the procurement of buses for Green Line once the corridor was
handed over to it by the KIDCL.

He said the KIDCL authorities had verbally told the provincial government that the infrastructure of the Green Line would be handed
over to the provincial government by Dec 15 last year.

Answering a question asked by opposition member Arsalan Taj Hussain regarding plans for the mass transit system for Karachi, the
minister said that the Green Line project was being executed by the federal government through the KIDCL.

He said the infrastructure component of the second BRT project, Abdus Sattar Edhi Line (Orange Line), would substantially be
completed by the end of March.

Red Line, Yellow Line projects

Mr Shah further said that the third BRT project, Red Line, was being executed with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank.
“The project will be completed in two years after approval of PC-1 from the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) and
completion of the procurement process.”

He said that the fourth BRT project, Yellow Line, would be executed with the assistance of the World Bank and it would be
completed within two years after approval of PC-1 by the CDWP and completion of procurement process.

The minister informed the lawmakers that proposals were invited for the induction of buses on intra-city routes with the induction of
at least 200 buses by an operator/consortium/joint venture.

He also said that the existing operational fleet of public buses, minibuses and coaches on the intra-city routes and contract services
were 17,488.

Leader of the Opposition Firdous Shamim Naqvi said that phase one of the corridor of Green Line section had been completed for
which the provincial transport minister should readily give the timeline to purchase buses to make it operational at the earliest.

However, the minister said that a mere announcement that phase one of the Green Line BRTS corridor had been completed was
not enough. “The opposition leader should make the KIDCL send a formal correspondence to this effect to the Sindh transport
department,” he said, adding that he was ready to make the announcement on the floor of the house to give a timeline for
purchasing buses to make the Green Line project operational.

The transport minister said that the proposed Red Line section of the BRTS would become the first mass transit project in Karachi,
which would be operated on environment-friendly biogas fuel under the hybrid fuel system with compressed natural gas.

He informed the house that approval of the PC-1 for the proposed Red Line section project of the BRTS had been pending with the
CDWP of federal ministry of planning, development and reform.

The minister said that further progress on the Red Line mass transit project in the city could not be made until its feasibility was
approved by the CDWP.

He again sought assistance of the opposition legislators in the house belonging to the PTI to get the PC-1 of the Red Line bus
project approved by the CDWP so that the Sindh government could arrange loans and complete other formalities to build the
project.

(Bu Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 08/02/2019)

Minister blames Centre for delay in KCR revival

Transport and Mass Transit Minister Syed Awais Qadir Shah informed the Sindh Assembly on Wednesday that the federal
government was responsible for the delay in the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) as it was “only paying lip service” to
the project.
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“The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf is least bothered about the project and uses it just for its political gains,” he said alleging that the KCR
revival was deliberately delayed by the federal government.

While furnishing a statement and answering the lawmakers during the Question Hour in the assembly, the minister said that as per
PC-I the estimated cost of the KCR revival was around $1.971 billion, but the same would definitely increase after the dollar’s hike.
He said neither the federal government nor the Railways authorities were interested in the project. The minister said that the
Pakistan Railways had categorically told the provincial government that they did not want to negotiate on the Right of Way (RoW) of
the KCR.

Removal of encroachments

Answering a question about what measures were taken by the provincial government for the removal of encroachments from the
KCR ftrack, he said that the Pakistan Peoples Party’s provincial government had initiated an anti-encroachment drive during its
previous tenure, but the same was halted by the Pakistan Railways.

In reply to a written question submitted by Grand Democratic Alliance member Arif Mustafa Jatoi, the minister conceded said that a
vast area of KRC’s RoW was encroached upon.

Explaining the reasons behind the encroachments sprawling on the RoW, he said the KCR had stopped operating in 1999 on a
directive of the Railways ministry and since then the RoW had remained unattended by the Railways authorities, prompting
encroachments.

Answering another question submitted by Mr Jatoi, the minister admitted that three bus terminals of the former Sindh Road
Transport Corporation (SRTC) had been encroached upon while as many SRTC terminals had been occupied by different
government departments for their respective offices.

He said the SRTC bus stand at Garden was occupied by private bus operators, while the bus stands in Sukkur and Khairpur were
being used by taxi operators.

He said the district administration and district police had been asked to get the transport department land and properties vacated
from the private encroachers. Besides, he said, the chief secretary had been asked to arrange alternative place for the offices
housed on the three former SRTC bus terminals.

In reply to a written question submitted by opposition member Mangla Sharma, the minister said that the transport and mass transit
department had no budgetary provision for providing transport facilities on religious and national festivals.

The minister replied in the negative when Faryal Talpur asked if there was any provision of concession in fares for senior citizens as
practised in other parts of the world. He said that the provincial government would soon consider that suggestion.

The minister said that the department was in the process of launching concession cards for students and special persons.

As for the failure in the implementation of motor vehicle rules in the province, he said the transport and mass transit department did
not have its own force for the purpose.

He stressed the need for vigilance and implementation force for the execution of the rules and maintaining check and balance.

He complained about the shortage of resources to bind the transporters and other authorities for the implementation of the rules and
said that other departments had their own forces but the transport department heavily depended on the police.

“Unfortunately, our police are not willing to do some good work. | had sought the services of mobile vehicle inspectors for checking
fitness of public buses, but they did not turn up.

He said the department had moved a proposal to the chief minister for setting up a force for the implementation of transport rules.

Since the opposition members belonging to the PTI, GDA and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan boycotted the assembly
session, the treasury members asked the written questions of opposition members on the latter’s behalf.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16, 14/03/2019)

Minister blames Centre for encroachments on KCR track

Sindh Transport Minister Awais Qadir Shah blamed the federal government for the delay in the restoration of Karachi Circular
Railway (KCR) and said that the Ministry of Railways had halted the KCR operations in 1999, after which its tracks and land
along it were encroached.

This he said at the Sindh Assembly session on Wednesday. The assembly also passed resolutions against the increase in the
rates of electricity, gas and petroleum products and to pay tribute to Sindh’s hero Hosh Muhammad Sheedi. Meanwhile, the
Opposition parties continued their boycott on the second day.
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The assembly session started late by three hours due to the arrival of Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP) Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. Bilawal was to head a meeting of PPP’s assembly members.

Transport Minister Shah, responding to a written question by Opposition member Arif Mustafa Jatoi, said that it was true that a
vast area on the right side of the KCR track was under encroachments. The encroachments developed due to the lack of
attention towards the project that was worth Rs1.971 billion when PC-I of the project was made. However, since the rate of dollar
has increased, the cost is also bound to increase but the federal government was not giving any importance to the KCR project,
said Shah adding that they merely give political statements over it.

Shah further said that the action against the encroachments had been started but the railways stopped it. There were several
letters sent for the removal of these encroachments but to no avail. “A report will be presented in the assembly soon,” said Shah.
The former Sindh Road Transport Corporation (SRTC) Terminal has been illegally occupied by private bus drivers and taxi
drivers.

“The Sindh chief minister has been forwarded the request to create a taskforce for the removal of these encroachments as the
problems of public transport could only be solved through the creation of a taskforce,” said Shah adding that we are also
considering discounts in public transport fares for senior citizens and students like in other countries.

(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 14/03/2019)

Pakistan sets up committee to review ML-I project

Pakistan has set up an Implementation Committee for the multibillion dollar Mainline-1 (ML-1) project of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) to review the possibility of reducing its scope and cost from the existing $8.2 billion aimed at making it financially
viable.

The decision was taken by Cabinet Committee on CPEC, on Wednesday, which was chaired by Federal Minister for Planning and
Development Khusro Bakhtyar. It was decided to split the project into more than two phases and also drop some sections that were
part of the original plan of constructing 1,872 kilometre long line of Pakistan Railways.

The original plan was to construct the road between Peshawar and Karachi in two phases. The project faces over three years of
delay. The cabinet committee discussed the Pakistan Railways ML-1 project in detail, said Bakhtyar while speaking to media-
persons after the meeting.

“An implementation committee, headed by the railways minister was constituted to identify financial savings, phasing of the project,
scope etc within two weeks in order to fast-track the project,” he added. The minister said that the final decision would be made in
light of the committee recommendations.

According to the proposal, the project should be completed in more than two phases besides dropping some sections and reducing
the scope of other sections. Due to change in scope, the phase-I of the project could cost around $2 billion as against Pakistan’s
earlier estimate of $3.4 billion, according to the Ministry of Planning officials. The Chinese consultants calculated the cost of the first
phase at $4.1 billion.

The ML-I project has a total length of 1,872 kilometres.

The previous Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government had decided to split the project into two due to its high cost and
extensive work that requires refurbishment and expansion of the main railway line. The project’s initial cost of $8.2 billion was based
on a joint feasibility study, which was not backed by a technical design study.

The cabinet committee also discussed the possibility of financing some parts of the ML-I from the Public Sector Development
Programme to lower reliance on Chinese financing.

According to the framework agreement for the ML-I, China was supposed to provide 85% of the project cost as a concessionary
loan. The project has been declared strategically important by both the countries.

Bakhtyar said that the proposal to construct the ML-I project on Build Operate Transfer model has been shelved and now it will be
completed on governmentto-government basis, as per the framework agreement.

In order to address the issues of under development and deprivation in Balochistan, the cabinet committee also decided to initiate
work on western route projects on a priority basis. The federal government would perform the ground-breaking ceremony of one
western route road project this month, announced the minister. He did not disclose the name of the project.

The minister also announced that the groundbreaking ceremony of New Gwadar International Airport will finally be performed this
month. The project that faces over a two-year delay will be completed with Chinese grant. The committee also decided to fast-track
work on Gwadar power plant. The planning minister said that it was decided that the missing link of eastern corridor will also be
completed by starting work on Sukkur Hyderabad Motorway. The project will be completed on Build Operate Transfer model that
will help save $2.5 billion, said Bakhtyar.

The National Highway Authority will complete the design as well as feasibility of the project and award of the contract will be done in
2019, he added.
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Bakhtyar said the cabinet committee also gave the final approval for CPEC Business Forum that will be chaired by the federal
minister for planning and development.

The forum will comprise 21 members with representatives from government and private sectors. The cabinet committee has
approved six priority sectors for availing $1 billion Chinese grant for social sector over a period of three years, said Bakhtyar.

The minister said that agriculture, education, health, poverty alleviation, water supply and vocational training sectors have been
finalised in consultation with the provincial governments. “The socio-economic development is very critical for equitable
development and we would try to avail $500 million grant during the first year,” said the planning minister.

A memorandum of understanding on socio-economic development would be signed to ensure early implementation of the projects.
The cabinet committee also approved cooperation areas in the agriculture sector days before a meeting of CPEC Joint Working
Group on Agricultural meeting. Both the countries would find possibilities of co-branding and joint ventures in supply chains, said
Bakhtyar.

The minister informed that a Chinese experts’ team visited Pakistan and different level of discussions were held at federation and
provinces.

Bakhtyar said that no headways was achieved in industrial cooperation sector over the last five years; however, the present
government prioritised this field by ensuring speedy implementation wherein concession agreement of Special Economic Zone at
Rashakai, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa would be signed by March 25, while ground-breaking would be made in Apr.

(By Shahbaz Rana The Express Tribune, 14, 14/03/2019)

BRT, KCR projects will cater to only ‘“10pc passenger load of city’

The Rs200 billion public transport projects would cater to only 10 per cent of the city’s total passenger load unless the government
backs them up with efficient feeding services and attractive fare structure.

‘ This was stated by Dr Noman Ahmed, professor and dean, Faculty of Architecture and
159 Management Sciences, NED University of Engineering and Technology, at a panel
discussion held at the Usman Institute of Technology (UIT) on Wednesday.

Organised by the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research (Piler), the event
aimed at educating students on the pressing urban challenges Karachi faces and helping
them understand roles they could play in the city’s progress.

‘Govt departments responsible for city’s upkeep don’t have capacity to do their job’
Sharing his views on the subject, Dr Ahmed said that one of the biggest issues the city faced was the fact that the government
departments responsible for its upkeep didn’'t have the capacity to do their job.

“There is a major need for restructuring and to have strong executive institutions,” he said, adding that all government departments
required institutional efficiency, including the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and Karachi Development Authority.

Briefly tracing the city’s history, he said that the British realised the importance of Karachi soon after taking it over and laid the
foundations of a municipality in 1852.

The city remained a federal capital territory for over nine years after independence and grew enormously as an economic hub and,
in the process, also became home to many people who came for jobs from other parts of the country and settled here.

“The government departments, however, couldn’t grow with the same pace as the city’s population increased manifold,” he said.
Describing the city’s transport challenges as very serious, he pointed out that the two ambitious government transport projects, the
bus rapid transit (BRT) comprising six-plus lines and the revival of Karachi Circular Railway, estimated to cost Rs170bn and
Rs22bn, separately, would cater to only 10 per cent of the city’s passenger load.

“This cost is for the projects if they are completed on their scheduled time,” he explained, adding that it would be another challenge
for the government to bring about change in social habits and encourage people forced to buy their own vehicles due to prolonged
public transport crisis to opt for BRT.

‘No water shortage: problem is in distribution’
On water shortages, he was of the opinion that it was a hypothesis that supplies of the basic commodity were far less than the city’s
requirement as the issue seemed to be more connected with poor distribution and lack of efficiency.

“Top officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board admit that one third of city’s water is lost [due to theft and dilapidated
distribution network],” he said.

Responding to a question, he said that it's unfortunate that displacements of the poor marked the beginning of some major city
projects, though ways existed to avoid events affecting human lives and livelihoods, like in the case of Lyari Expressway.
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Senior researcher at Piler Zeenia Shaukat, the other panellist, questioned as to how ‘development’ should be defined and who paid
the cost for the city’s ‘development’.

Asked about high-rise issues, she said that it's an old phenomenon which saw a rise in the 1990s and is seen as a problem mainly
due to failure on part of the regulatory bodies to ensure compliance with rules and regulations during and after construction.

Referring to the city’s violent history, she said that while security agencies praise their efforts in bringing peace to the city, it
appeared to be a temporary phenomenon and the root causes of violence should be studied.

During the question-answer session, it was pointed out that the city’s growing civic issues also indicated presence of a large political
vacuum as it lacked required representation in both provincial and national assemblies.

The idea to bring the city again under federal control wouldn’t bring long-term benefits, it was said.

Dr Shoaib Zaidi, the dean of UIT, also participated in the discussion moderated by Abida Ali representing Piler.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 15, 25/04/2019)

ML-1 to be completed in five years
Pakistan and China inked an agreement on Sunday to upgrade the Mainline-1 (ML-I) Peshawar to Karachi railway track.

Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmad and Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Yao Jing signed the declaration for the
preliminary design of the phase one of the ML-1 project.

Prime Minister Imran Khan and his Chinese counterpart Li Kegiang witnessed the signing ceremony.

Under the agreement, Pakistan Railways and China’s National Railway Administration would start working on the project.

The final agreement on the project’s cost, financing and the available resources and options will be signed later.

The ML-1 project will be completed in the next five years. A 1,872km-long track from Peshawar to Karachi will be laid out in
addition to the existing one — turning it into a double track route— at a cost of $8.2 bhillion. The track will be fenced under the

project. Bridges and crossings will also be constructed.

The project will increase the speed of passenger trains from the current 65km-110km per hour to 160km per hour, while freight
trains will be operated at 120km per hour.

The travel time from Rawalpindi to Karachi will reduce from 22 hours to 10 hours. A train will reach Lahore from Rawalpindi in
just 2.5 hours. The number of trains will double with the completion of the project. The freight share will increase to 20% which is
currently less than 4%.

The track will have a computer-based signalling and control system as well as a grade separation to ensure the safety of train
operations. The main line will cover Karachi to Peshawar via Hyderabad, Nawabshah, Rohri, Rahimyar Khan, Bahawalpur,
Khanewal, Sahiwal, Lahore, Gujran-wala, Rawalpindi and Peshawar.

The ML-1 project is expected to create 20,000 direct and 150,000 indirect jobs.

It will be completed in three phases.

Under phase-I of the project, four sections will be completed in a period of three to four years. Except for one, almost all these
section will be built from Rawalpindi to Lahore.

A 52-km-long second line for running 120km per hour high-speed train will be constructed from Kaluwai to Pindora. The other
sections include upgrading of Nawabshah-Rohri section of 183km, Lalamusa-Rawalpindi section of 118km, and Lahore-
Lalamusa section of 132km. The upgrading of Walton Railway Academy with a reduced scope is also part of phase one.

In the second phase that will also take over three years to complete, Multan-Lahore section and Kaimari-Hyderabad section will
be constructed. The dry port at Havelian will also be part of the second phase but its scope has been reduced.

In the third phase, Pakistan and China have agreed to construct a Rawalpindi-Peshawar section and Hyderabad-Multan section.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 03, 29/04/2019)

Top court gives one month to revive Karachi Circular Railway
The Supreme Court (SC) gave the Pakistan Railways a month’s time to revive the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) and the local

train service. The direction came on Monday when a two-member bench, headed by Justice Gulzar Ahmed and comprising
Justice Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel, took up the case relating to the revival of the circular railway at the SC’s Karachi Registry.
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During the proceedings, Justice Ahmed took exception to the non-compliance of its earlier orders issued in November last year
and directed the Pakistan Railways secretary Farrukh Habib to clear the track of encroachments within a fortnight.

Expressing dissatisfaction with the Pakistan Railways for not having cleared the encroachment despite clear orders, the top
court ordered the officials to seek help from the Karachi mayor and other authorities in this regard, adding that they may even
enlist the help of the armed forces and Rangers personnel if they faced resistance.

The Railways secretary informed the bench that they had cleared 10 acres of land, which would soon be transferred to the
provincial government.

Meanwhile, the bench directed the Centre, provincial government and the city administration to make provisions for alternative
land to be allotted to those displaced by the anti-encroachment drive.

The contention

Perhaps the biggest hurdle in the revival of the KCR was the displacement of settlements along its track. According to a 2013
survey report of the Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA), 4,653 families would have had to be evicted for the revival
of the KCR.

This figure is likely to be much higher now. The city administration has been reluctant to demolish the houses since the Sindh
government has not prepared a resettlement plan for these residents. The city administration is fearful of public retaliation if
residential encroachments are demolished.

In February 2017, on the instructions of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, an anti-encroachment operation was carried
out on KCR land near Aladdin and Safari parks which failed due to violent protests by the residents. Anti-encroachment
operations in other areas too were only partially successful and were eventually abandoned due to political pressure. Since the
SC’s November order for the revival of the KCR, the Pakistan Railways, aided by law enforcement authorities and the city
administration, made several attempts to evict the residents. Each time, however, they received push-back in the absence of an
alternative settlement plan.

The KCR track stretches along 43.2 kilometres, which includes the main line of Pakistan Railway and KCR track with 24
stations.

Green Line BRTS
The SC bench also took up the issue of the Green Line BRTS project and expressed its annoyance over the formation of the
Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL) to execute projects under the Karachi package.

Justice Ahmed questioned the necessity of forming a federal company to develop Karachi’s infrastructure, while it should have
been the responsibility of the local government. “If you want to operate this way, why don’t you shut down the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation?” asked Justice Ahmed. The judge also asked the KIDCL CEO whether he took an NOC from the local
government to initiate this project. “How did you enter the city and start work without proper permission?” he asked the KIDCL
representatives, adding that would they allow this to happen in Lahore and Islamabad.

During the hearing, the KIDCL representative informed the court that the width of the road had not been reduced for the
segregated lane of the Green Line buses. At this, Justice Ahmed again questioned whether the city administration had been
taken on board.

At one point, the KIDCL chief said that the project was initiated with the approval of the prime minister, to which Justice Ahmed
remarked that even the prime minister is supposed to follow the law. “This is like the East India Company is operating here,”
remarked Justice Ahmed, adding that it seemed this was all an attempt to embezzle Rs25 billion.

Tram service

During the proceedings, Justice Ahmed directed the provincial government to look into the possibility of reviving the tram service
in the city. He suggested that Pakistani engineers, working abroad, may be consulted to revive the service.

(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 10/05/2019)

CM Sindh seeks right of way to revive KCR

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) could only be started if the federal
government agrees to hand over the right of way to the provincial government.

He said this on Saturday while speaking to the media after the inauguration of Automated Single Window Facility for Automation
of Construction Permits’ in Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) under Ease of Doing Business. He was accompanied by
Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani, Planning and Development Department Chairperson Naheed Shah, Home Secretary
Kazi Kabir, SBCA Director General Iftikhar Qaimkhani and others.

Shah said that he had not received the order of the Supreme Court (SC) as yet and maintained he would implement it when he
received it.
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Speaking about the launch of the KCR project within 30 days [as directed by SC], the CM said that the federal government was
reluctant to hand over the right of way for KCR to the provincial government.

“In 2016 | wrote a letter to the prime minister with the request to issue directives for handing over the right of way for KCR and
since then | have made similar requests repeatedly but all in vain,” said Shah asking that how was it possible to start the project
in such circumstances.

Responding to a question, he said that he and his party leadership had raised their voices against the federal government’s
failure to achieve their revenue collection targets, but the federal ministers would begin singing their rehearsed tune of ‘not
giving NRO [National Reconciliation Ordinance] to the opposition.

“Who has asked them for NRO? We are just reminding you [the Centre] to improve efficiency and achieve your revenue targets,
because of your inefficiency, the provinces are facing financial hardships,” said Shah.

Answering another question regarding 70% illegal constructions in the city, Shah said the 70% illegal buildings were not built in
the past 10 years. “There should have been a survey of such buildings and their occupants so that alternative arrangements
could be made before taking any action,” he said.

When asked about the Sindh governor, the CM said that he shared a good working relationship with him. “The governor has a
constitutional role and if he will be working within his specified role there will be no issue,” he added.

Referring to disappearances of wheat from godowns, the CM said that anti-corruption and the National Accountability Bureau
have begun taking action. “Whosoever has stolen the wheat will face consequences,”

Earlier, the CM formally inaugurated SBCA’s Single Window Facility — eConstruct-Online Construction Permit Approval System.
He visited different automated systems established at SBCA and was briefed by relevant officials.

The CM said that the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business (EDB) report was a salient index with economic and political
consequences.

“One the political side, it is an index on which countries compete, and against which a government’s success is measured,” said
Shah. He added there was enough evidence to show that Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows were higher for economies
faring better on the Doing Business Index. According to Shah, Pakistan’s ranking on this index improved by 11 points last year
after having dropped for almost a decade. The CM claimed that Sindh had contributed significantly to this as Karachi carries
65% weight in Pakistan’s ranking, while Lahore’s weight is 35%. He credited the Sindh government for having implemented
reforms for EDB.

Welcoming the World Bank’s support in the reform process across departments, the CM said the World Bank had guided in
prioritising and implementing reforms helping build capacity of the government’s departments.

Facilitating ease of doing business

The time required to get construction permits has now reduced to 30 days instead of 60 and for completion certificates, 30 days
instead of 45. SBCA has also exempted three no objection certificates (NOCs) and reduced procedures to get construction
permits from 15 to seven.

It will help strengthen institutional coordination among local government agencies and the private sector besides providing
facilities like online submission of a plan through eConstruct, online fee payment through ePay. The owner can track his
submitted file through eTrac and receive notifications via email and SMS service. The users can avail these facilities through the
SBCA Smart Mobile App.

One of the 10 indicators measured on the index is ‘dealing with construction permits’ and in Sindh, this comes under the SBCA.
From 141 in 2018, the indicator went down to 156 in 2019 on the Doing Business Index.

The online system will electronically communicate with land-owning authorities for land title re-verification. It will also ensure all
citizen complaints regarding the single window facility are addressed timely.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 12/05/2019)

Revival of KCR seems doubtful despite Supreme Court orders

The revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) remains an unrealised dream for the residents of Karachi, hampered by the lack
of interest among political parties and incompetence of relevant authorities including the provincial government, federal
government and Pakistan Railways.

The 42.3-kilometres-long KCR track is lined with settlements comprising high rises, concrete houses and katchi abadis on both
sides, which are built on encroached land. Displacement of these settlements and provision of alternative land for housing to the
displaced people is the biggest hurdle in the restoration of KCR. However, achieving it seems an objective too far-fetched,
despite the orders issued by the Supreme Court (SC) to evacuate the land along KCR'’s tracks.
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A two-member bench at SC’s Karachi Registry had passed orders for the Pakistan Railways to clear KCR’s tracks of
encroachments within 15 days and restore its operation within a month, last Thursday.

The SC also directed the Pakistan Railways to seek help from the Karachi mayor and other authorities for the evacuation of
land, adding that it may even consider taking assistance from armed forces and Rangers, in case it faced resistance from the
public.

However, there seems to be a lack of will among political parties and provincial and federal government to carry out these
orders.

Vote banks

Settlements along both sides of the KCR’s tracks, extending from Wazir Mansion to Malir Halt and Liaquatabad to SITE area,
account for a huge vote bank for various political parties. Displacing residents from these settlements would be akin to losing out
on a large number of votes.

Henceforth, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and Muttahida Quami Movement-Pakistan are resisting the evacuation of the railway land
in District South and in Liaquatabad, Nazimabad and Gulshan-e-Igbal, respectively. Both parties demand the allocation of
alternative land for the resettlement of the evacuees prior to their displacement in order to secure their vote banks.

Meanwhile, the Sindh Government appears hesitant to fulfil its responsibility of evacuating the KCR’s tracks and resettling the
displaced.

Not only doe it fear public retaliation following the demolition of encroachments, it is also unprepared to provide alternative
settlements to the prospective evacuees. To begin with, it has not conducted any survey in the area and hence, has no data of
the communities settled along the tracks. Without any data of the residents occupying the land, gauging the scale of
displacement and accurately calculating the cost of resettlement may prove to be a task near to impossible.

According to a survey conducted by the Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA), around 4,650 families were residing
along the tracks of KCR in 2013. This number is likely to be much higher now, which means that the evacuation would result in a
considerably larger number of displaced people, making it harder for the government to resettle them without any planning.

The cost

Moreover, even if relevant government bodies manage to comply with the SC’s orders, it may still not be enough to restore the
operation of KCR. Over the years the cost of the restoration of KCR has increased manifolds, which poses another problem in
the way of its revival.

Railway authorities and experts say that the KCR’s railway tracks have sunken deep inside the ground and that it would be
impossible to run a train on them, citing the installation of new tracks as the only solution.

Additionally, they also point towards the need to construct new junctions and platforms for KCR. The existing junctions cannot be
closed due to the heavy traffic flow in the city and a signal free railway track will be needed for the KCR to run, they said, adding
that the new track will pass under the ground at some points, which will add to the overall cost of the project.

While on a visit to inspect KCR’s tracks in December last year, Pakistan Railways Divisional Superintendent Arshad Islam
Khattak had also pointed out the need for new tracks, while talking to the media. These tracks are not efficient enough anymore
and an entirely new track needs to be laid out for KCR, he had said.

Further explaining the plan for the new KCR track, he had said that flyovers need to be built at 29 railway crossings along the
track, which will make it impossible to complete the construction work before three years.

Considering these technicalities, it would not be possible to restore the operation of KCR within a month’s time, as ordered by
the SC.

However, the Federal Railways Minister Sheikh Rasheed held the Government of Sindh responsible for the delay in the revival
of the railway track during his recent visit to Karachi. He said that the provision of investment for the revival of KCR tracks is not
a big issue as this project is approved to be financed under CPEC.

Additionally, Japan Ambassador to Pakistan Kuninori Matsuda had also said during an informal conversation with the media at
the Karachi Press Club last month that JICA had prepared a detailed feasibility plan for KCR and offered the financial
cooperation for its implementation on the request of the Government of Pakistan in 2007. “However we haven'’t received any
response since then,” he said, adding that the offer for cooperating in KCR’s revival still stands.

(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 05, 14/05/2019)

Encroachers on KCR land in panic after court orders their removal
Residents and shopkeepers said to be encroaching on Pakistan Railways land for many years have been in a state of panic since

last week after the Supreme Court (SC) ruling called for vacating the land within the next two weeks to make way for the Karachi
Circular Railway (KCR).
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The SC, last Friday, gave two weeks to the Pakistan Railways authorities to retrieve the land from the people settled along the
tracks of the KCR and hand it over to the Sindh government after ensuring that all those affected have been rehabilitated. The Sindh
government, too, has been given a month’s time for making the KCR functional.

“The people are very upset obviously, and understandably so,” Mohammad Ali Shah Kazmi, legal adviser for the Karachi Circular
Railway Affectees Action Committee told Dawn.

‘The resettlement plan should have been carried out much before the removal of encroachments’

When asked why they were upset when the SC also spoke of providing them alternative places, he said that they should have
moved to those so-called alternative places by now.

“It is the month of Ramazan and after learning of the court’s orders the poor people have not even been able to eat at Sehri or Iftar
properly,” he said.

“The resettlement plan should have been carried out much before the removal of encroachments.”

According to information shared by the Karachi Circular Railway Affectees Action Committee there is a resettlement action plan in
place since 2013, which says that some 4,653 people will be moved and resettled elsewhere. “They were to be resettled near Juma
Goth, adjacent to Shah Latif Town. There was also a tender notice floated for a boundary wall around the 324-acre open plot
reserved for the purpose,” he said.

“Each affected family was to get a litle home on 80 yards of land with Rs50,000 and transport for moving house with 30 days’
notice. They still have letters that say so. But there are no houses built on that land and there is no place for these people to go,” the
legal adviser added.

Though no one in Pakistan Railways was willing to speak about the matter openly, sources say that they are not really sure how to
go about it. One source in the Railways said that they could not do much unless the Sindh government provided them force. With
that not having happened and with the court order looming over their heads, the Railways have called their own police from several
cities that comes under the federal government to do the needful. Meanwhile, the fate of the affected persons remains unknown.

(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 14/05/2019)

50-foot area on either side of Karachi Circular Railway track to be cleared

The Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) track will be cleared of encroachments up to 50 feet on each side of the track under the
supervision of Sindh government while efforts will be made to ensure that the encroachments don’t surface again.

This was decided in a meeting presided over by the Karachi commissioner held on Tuesday at the commissioner’s office. The
meeting was attended by Pakistan Railways Operations Deputy Inspector-General (DIG) Azhar Rasheed Khan, Pakistan
Railways Divisional Superintendent (DS) Syed Mazhar Ali Shah, Karachi Development Authority director-general, Sindh Mass
Transit Authority (SMTA) Managing Director (MD) Igtidar Ahmed, Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) project director,
Anti-Encroachment Director Faisal Bashir Memon, all deputy commissioners (DCs), and police officials.

Pakistan Railways DS briefed the meeting on KCR being an important project as it is also a part of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) hence it needed to be revived as per policy guidelines.

Shallwani said that since KCR is essential because of CPEC and it is also being monitored by the Supreme Court (SC), the
government will make efforts and take practical steps as required to revive KCR. In the light of SC decision, the commissioner
said that collective team effort was needed to resolve the issue for the benefit of people. Every relevant authority has an
individual role to play according to their capabilities, he added.

Shallwani added that the KCR main line, ML-1 and loop line will also be cleared and the smooth flow on tracks will be ensured.
Before the federal minister for railways visits KCR, we will undertake a pre-visit on Saturday to observe and prepare a
consolidated report for SC, which will be submitted in 10 days, he concluded.

West DC informed that 4.5km out of a total of 7.5km track has been cleared from illegal encroachments and is open and ready
for KCR.

SMTA MD said that once Pakistan Railways gives the right of way to provincial government, the fencing and other work will be
started.

In this regard a technical proposal has already been prepared, and after it approval, a financial proposal will be prepared. We

will stand by the Sindh government to work on the revival of KCR, he said.
(By Press Release The Express Tribune, 04, 15/05/2019)

Joint operation to retrieve encroached KCR land to begin today

The city administration with the assistance of the Pakistan Railways and other institutions will launch a major operation from
Wednesday (today) to retrieve the land of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) from encroachers, it emerged on Tuesday.
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Official sources said that a decision to this effect was taken in a meeting chaired by Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani and
attended among others by divisional superintendent of the PR and managing director of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority (SMTA).

The Supreme Court had last week given two weeks to the PR authorities to retrieve the land along the tracks of the KCR and hand it
over to the Sindh authorities, who were also asked to make arrangements for making the KCR functional within a month afterwards.

According to officials, more than 29 acres of KCR land is occupied near Wazir Mansion; another two acres from Wazir Mansion to
Orangi Nullah; 1.5 acres from there to Nazimabad; another 2.5 acres from there to Liaquatabad; and 3.25 acres from there to Gilani
Railway Station.

Senior administration, police and Railways officials will lead the anti-encroachment operation

Two acres of the KCR land is illegally occupied from Gilani Railway Station up to Urdu University; another 4.25 acres till the
University of Karachi; and one acre to Depot Hill near the Drigh Road station.

Talking to Dawn, Commissioner Shallwani said that the revival of the KCR had become extremely important in view of its inclusion
in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

“The revival of the KCR is an important issue and it must be resolved through joint efforts of all stakeholders,” he added.

The commissioner said that the operation against encroachments within 50 feet of the two sides of the KCR track would be
launched on Wednesday.

“A constant vigil on the two sides of the track will be maintained once the encroachments are removed”, he said.

Meanwhile, sources said that the meeting decided to immediately launch the operation to clear the right of way (RoW) for dual track
on a priority basis.

They said that the deputy commissioners concerned along with SSPs concerned, senior officials of PR’s land department would be
the focal executing team on the ground and lead the grand anti-encroachment operation.

The sources said that necessary security arrangements would be made by the city police during the operation to cope with any
untoward situation.

During the meeting, they said, the commissioner proposed that the PR might revive the operation of the KCR on the existing railway
system, given the limited capacity and resources of the provincial government at this stage.

However, the sources said that the Railways DS contested the proposal and told the meeting that any decision to this effect had to
be taken by PR and the Railways ministry.

They said that the deputy commissioner of West district informed the meeting that 4.5 kilometres, out of 7.5km, had been cleared
from all illegal encroachments.

DIG Operation (Railways) Azhar Rasheed Khan, KDA chief Abdul Qadeer Mangi, SMTA chief Igtidar Ahmed, Shaikh Talib Fatah,
anti-encroachment director Faisal Bashir Memon, DC South Syed Salahuddin, DC East Ahmed Ali Siddiqui, DC West Zahid Memon,
additional DC Central Kamal Hakeem and other officials attended the meeting.

(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 15/05/2019)

KCR: adream project

The Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) has now become a dream project that keeps on eluding the government and people both. It
is now almost a decade that successive federal and provincial governments are never tired of repeating their commitments to
bring the KCR back on the track. For the last one year, we have also been witnessing a serious concern on the part of the
Supreme Court to help revive the KCR and it has a issued a series of orders for the federal and provincial governments, the
local administration and the Pakistan Railways to do all that is needed to bring this defunct project back to life.

Only last week, the Supreme Court gave one month’s time to all the relevant agencies at federal, provincial and local levels, to
take immediate measures to revive the KCR. Sounding, however, unrealistic, the latest order was in continuation of the apex
court’s earlier order it had given in November 2018 to clear all encroachments along the 43-kilometre-long KCR track.

The KCR was commissioned in 1964 and remained in operation till 1999. It was part of a rail transport system which included a
local train service between City and Landhi railway stations and a circular loop track connecting the localities in the present
South, East, West and Central districts. When at its peak, it ran 104 daily trains — 80 on the main track and 24 on the loop line
facilitating thousands of commuters on a daily basis.

A number of studies have been carried on the removal of encroachments along the KCR track, most important and most
practical of them being one prepared by the Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA), but some wasted interests inside
and outside the government continue to outmaneuvre all efforts to revive the KCR.
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Now when Karachi’s road transport is a nightmare for commuters, it is really imperative to remove all the hurdles to revive the
KCR by implementing the apex court’s orders without any further delay.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 15, 15/05/2019)

Over 300 huts, structures removed as ‘grand’ operation to clear KCR land begins

More than 300 bamboo huts and concrete structures on the track of the Karachi Circular Railway were removed on Wednesday by
Pakistan Railways staff with the support of the city administration on the first day of the ‘grand’ operation to clear the KCR land.

Railway officials said that the operation was launched at the Urdu College station in Gulshan-i-Igbal, where a portion of the track
stretching over 13,300 feet was cleared of encroachments.

PR’s divisional superintendent, Karachi, Syed Mazhar Ali Shah, told Dawn that efforts to clear the KCR land had been geared up as
the Supreme Court had last week given two weeks to the PR authorities to retrieve the land along the tracks of the KCR and hand it
over to the Sindh government.

Affected people ask how they can find shelters overnight

He said that the priority was to clear the right of way of the KCR within 15 days and afterwards the vacated land would be handed
over to the Sindh government for launching the project.

Mr Shah said that the anti-encroachment operation was being conducted by the Pakistan Railways with the assistance and support
of the city administration, police and Rangers in the light of the SC’s order.

Rehabilitation issue
As for the rehabilitation of the displaced people, he said the KCR was a project of the provincial government which would arrange
alternative place for the “project affected people”.

City Commissioner lftikhar Shallwani told Dawn that Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah had constituted a committee for the KCR
project and a task force was being formed to implement the apex court’s direction for launching the KCR project within a month.
Meanwhile, PR anti-encroachment staff, equipped with heavy machinery, started their operation in the morning, demolishing huts
and concrete structures on the KCR track.

Talking to Dawn, displaced people said that the authorities had asked them on Tuesday night to remove their belongings from their
huts. They said that they should have been given time to move from the place, asking how they could find shelter overnight.

The affected people, most of whom were fasting, said that the authorities should have launched the operation after Eid.

POLICE personnel patrol an area being cleared of encroachments in Gulshan-i-lgbal’s Block 13 on Wednesday while (right) a family
stands where their abode once stood.—Fahim Siddigi / White Star

The PR officials said that they had in the previous phase of the drive against encroachments cleared 7.2 kilometres of the railway
track in district Central.

In district West, they said that 4.5km, out of 7.5km, had been cleared of all encroachments.

The 44km KCR track passes through different parts of the city where people have built shops, houses and other structures over the
past many years.

The decision to launch a joint operation against encroachments on the KCR track was taken on Tuesday in a meeting chaired by
Commissioner Shallwani and attended among others by the divisional superintendent of the PR and managing director of the Sindh
Mass Transit Authority.

According to officials, more than 29 acres of KCR land is occupied near Wazir Mansion; two acres from Wazir Mansion to Orangi
Nullah; 1.5 acres from there to Nazimabad; 2.5 acres from there to Liaquatabad; and 3.25 acres from there to the Gilani railway
station.

Two acres of the KCR land is illegally occupied from the Gilani railway station up to Urdu University; 4.25 acres till the University of

Karachi; and one acre to Depot Hill near the Drigh Road station.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 16/05/2019)

‘28pc of KCR track cleared in two days’

“The area to be cleared to make way for Karachi Circular Railway [KCR] is 11 1/2 acres of which so far, in these two days, Pakistan
Railways have successfully cleared about 13,300 yards, which comes to 28 per cent of the total area. Our prime focus right now is
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providing right of way for the project,” said Pakistan Railways Divisional Superintendent (DS) Syed Mazhar Ali Shah during a press
conference at the City Station here on Thursday.

He said that their work to have the land vacated started soon after the Supreme Court order of May 9 whereby the Railways
administration was directed to work with the local administration and clear the area for the trains to run in the next 15 days.

“Thereafter we met the commissioner Karachi to start the joint operation, which officially kicked off on Wednesday [May 15],” he
said.

He reminded what the KCR would mean for citizens. “The KCR is in the better interests of the people of Karachi, who can do with
better public transportation,” he said. “Later the KCR will be linked with the Karachi to Peshawar ML-1 project of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor [CPEC] that will be like a transformation of the transportation system of this country as it will have a great impact
on urban transportation,” he added.

Resettlement of people removed from encroached land is Sindh govt’s responsibility, say PR officials

Responding to a question asked about the people occupying the land that needed to be cleared, the DS said that the people were
sitting on Pakistan Railways land at the cost of national interest. When asked about the 324 acres of land reserved for providing
alternative settlement for the people affected by the KCR, he said that it was something that the Sindh government has to look into
and not the Railways.

“But,” he added, “according to the design of the KCR network, 67pc of it happens to be elevated with just eight kilometres on ground
level.”

When it was pointed out that the people living along the lines who were being called ‘encroachers’ were saying that they had been
leased the land by Railways people themselves, the DS said that they have zero tolerance for anyone from the Railways involved in
such matters.

“Earlier, until 2016, it was the Japan International Cooperation Agency [JICA] which was working on KCR. JICA carried out the
research, feasibility study, etc. Then later after 2016, the urban transport project came back to government of Sindh to be linked with
the Green Line, Orange Line, etc, all of which is aimed at an efficient mass transit and transportation system that is a part of CPEC,”
he said.

“But first things first, the loop line we want to clear right away,” he said, adding that Pakistan Railways would be sharing briefings
about daily developments about their overall network, including the bottlenecks with the media throughout the operation on a daily
basis.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 15, 17/05/2019)

Small portion of KCR tracks from City Station to Baldia declared ‘good to go’

Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani and Railways official Syed Mazhar Ali Shah have claimed that an 8.5-kilometre portion of
the over 40km-long tracks of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) — from City Railway Station to Baldia Town — has been cleared of
all encroachments and is good to go.

They said this during a test run of the said portion of the KCR tracks on Saturday.

Although there are still plenty of areas with heaps of trash and reeking putrid water with people, children and animals crossing the
tracks here and there, all wild plantation, branches and makeshift structures, called “soft” encroachments, on and along 50 feet on
either side of the track have been cleared.

Mr Shallwani and Mr Shah travelled the distance themselves on a rail trolley along with a media team.

Of the over 40km-long KCR tracks, ‘soft’ encroachments have been removed along 8.5km tracks; resettlement of affected persons
to take one year

Briefing journalists, the commissioner said that they were glad to say that the work was going on according to plan and on schedule.
“The work that we have taken on in compliance with the orders of the Supreme Court and with the cooperation of Pakistan Railways
and under the supervision of the DIG Railways Police is going well,” he said.

The Railways official also said that it was all possible thanks to the teamwork of the Railways administration, the commissioner
office and the Railways police, which had been working together with a single aim — restoration of the KCR.

“We started our work soon after the Supreme Court’s orders of May 9, after meeting on May 14 to discuss our strategy. It is a jointly
coordinated serious effort to make the track functional,” he said.

Removal of concrete encroachments to take time
To a question about the concrete encroachments along or over the lines, Commissioner Shallwani said that they already cleared the
“soft” encroachments but the concrete ones will take longer.
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“We also cleared the huts and shops including the Gilani furniture market that was built on the tracks in Gulshan-i-Igbal,” he said.
“As for the concrete houses built too near along the tracks, well the people there will first have to be rehabilitated. The resettlement
process is expected to take about one year.”

To another question having to do with putting up fencing along the lines to keep the people and animals off the track after the KCR
becomes operational, the commissioner said that was also being looked into but it was a Sindh government project.

About how much area they would be clearing next, Mr Shah of the Railways said their focus now lay on the area starting from Tower
to Nazimabad and covering the Drigh Road tracks.

“That is the main KCR route. We are to clear district East, district West and district South to make the KCR operational. Then in the
next phase, we will turn our attention towards the main line from Karachi to Peshawar,” he said.

He added that while they were inspecting the tracks around City Station, Mauripur, Machhar Colony and Baldia, the clean-up

operation was still under way in district East as most of district Central had also been cleared.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 15, 19/05/2019)

Sindh govt to run KCR from own resources amid Centre’s ‘refusal’
A senior official in the Sindh government on Tuesday alleged that the ministry of railways was reluctant and seemingly “refusing” to
run the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), as the federal government lacked resources required for executing and completing the
project.
Speaking to reporters at the Sindh Assembly, Barrister Murtaza Wahab, adviser to the chief minister on information and law, said
the Sindh government had fully supported and made serious efforts for the revival of the KCR but, “unfortunately Railway Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed in a meeting held the other day showed his reluctance to revive the project”.

“The Sindh government will run the KCR with whatever meagre means it has and financial issues our government is facing due to
stoppage of its fund by the Centre,” he said.

Railways ministry is asked by the provincial government to provide over a 100 train’s carriages

He said that the Sindh government had sent a letter to the railways ministry asking the latter to provide the required 102 train’s
carriages.

“Our government will modernise the KCR in compliance with the directives of honourable courts,” said the chief spokesperson for
the provincial government.

He said since 2016 the Sindh government had been making efforts to revive the KCR and with the efforts of the Sindh chief minister
the project was included in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

He added that the federal government had been promising to support and made its contribution in the revival of the KCR.
Wahab takes a swipe at Shaikh Rashid

Barrister Wahab said the railways ministry was facing a deficit of Rs28 billion that falsified the tall claims of Minister Rashid
regarding improvement in the efficiency of the Pakistan Railways.

“It seems Sheikh Rashid wants to be the information minister,” he quipped.

He said one could easily guess from the performance of the railways minister that “he even does not fulfil the criteria of Divisional
Superintendent of Railways”.

Barrister Wahab said that the movement of the Pakistan Peoples Party against the policies of the present government was not
aimed at forming its own government at the Centre.

He added that the opposition parties had a consensus on a single point that the policies of the federal government had devastated
the economy of the country.

Details of Police Order to be shared with courts
Answering a question, he said details of the Police Order recently passed by the Sindh Assembly would be shared with the court.

He said that an impression that a government servant, the inspector general of police in this case, had the authority to make
legislation was utterly incorrect as it was the provincial assembly that made laws.

He said that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) chairman should not run its affairs through press conferences as it was a
violation of the code of conduct and an attempt to make the whole process of accountability controversial.
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“The NAB chairman should inform the nation about the investigation of BRT Peshawar and billion-tree tsunami case,” he said,
referring to the two controversial projects of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

He said NAB was not functioning properly as its conviction ratio was miserably poor.

Mr Wahab said the “disastrous effects” about the country’s economy were emerging as the recent State Bank of Pakistan’s report
showed that the country’s debts had risen to Rs35 trillion.

He said the PTI government had done nothing to provide relief to a common man in its 10-month rule. On the contrary, “our prime
minister is pacifying nation not to get worried by rubbing salt into the wound”.

He said the policies of the prime minister had broken the backbone of the people.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 15, 22/05/2019)

‘Centre refuses to run Karachi Circular Railway’

The Sindh government fully supports the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) but unfortunately, the Railways Ministry has
refused to run KCR citing lack of resources, said Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister on Information, Anti-Corruption and Law
Barrister Murtaza Wahab, while speaking to the media outside Sindh Assembly on Tuesday.

“The Sindh government will modernise KCR in compliance with the honourable court’s directives,” said Wahab adding that the
provincial government has been making efforts for the revival of KCR since 2016 and the KCR project was included in China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects through the efforts of Sindh chief minister. Wahab said that the federal government
had however promised to support and contribute to the revival of KCR.

The provincial government has sent a letter to the Railways ministry for the provision of 102 required train boogies for KCR, he
added.

According to Wahab, the railways was facing a deficit of Rs28 billion but Federal Railways Minister Sheikh Rasheed was busy
making tall claims.

It seems as though he wants to be the information minister, but Rasheed’s performance shows he does not meet the criteria to
even the divisional superintendent of railways, said Wahab.

In response to a question, he added that Rasheed showed reluctance to revive KCR in a meeting held recently.
Anti-encroachment drive
Meanwhile, the first phase of the anti-encroachment operation along KCR track continued for the sixth day in East district on

Tuesday. Encroachments from around 10 kilometers of land have been cleared so far.

The land surrounding the railway track from Gillani Railway Station to Gharibabad was cleared. The main gate of Civic View
apartments, in the surrounding area of the railway track, was also removed.

Announcements were made on loudspeakers by police officials for occupiers to vacate the area. Only huts and bushes were
removed, no concrete structure was razed during the operation.

Railway Divisional Superintendent Mazhar Ali and Railways SSP Shehla Quraishi visited the track. Speaking to the media, Ali
said that the operation is being carried out on orders of the Supreme Court.

According to him, a meeting was called before the operation was launched and the anti-encroachment strategy was decided.

“All encroachments present within 50-feet on each side of the track will be razed indiscriminately,” said Ali.

Gulshan-e-lgbal Assistant Commissioner Ahmed Soomro Mastoi said that the total area of KCR land in East district is 20km of
which 11km encroached. Of the encroached land, 10km has been cleared so far during the first phase of the anti-encroachment

operation.

The operation on Tuesday began at 10 am and continued till 5 pm without interruptions. A large number of male and female
police officers were present throughout.

There are 24 concrete structures in the surroundings of KCR tracks and the owners of have been issued notices but they have

yet to evacuate the houses.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 22/05/2019)

Trial run of train on KCR track proposed

The provincial government will propose to the federal government to run a train on 20-kilometre-long track of the Karachi Circular
Railway on a trial basis after removal of encroachments on the KCR land.
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Informed sources told Dawn on Wednesday that a meeting was held chaired by commissioner of Karachi Iftikhar Shallwani and
attended among others by Pakistan Railways divisional superintendent (DS) of Karachi Mazhar Ali Shah and deputy commissioners
concerned.

They said that the commissioner told the meeting participants that a formal request would be made to the federal government and
the Pakistan Railways for running a train on the track on trial basis before launching of the KRC project.

The sources said that the anti-encroachment operation launched by the railways authorities with the assistance of the city
administration was in full swing and the entire track would be cleared of all encroachments by June 9, the deadline given by the
Supreme Court for completing the task.

They said that the meeting participants reviewed the progress of the operation against encroachments in connection with restoration
of the Karachi Circular Railway track under the directions of the Supreme Court at the commissioner’s office.

While appreciating the efforts of all concerned for adopting coordinated and comprehensive strategy to clear the track within 50/50
feet of the KCR, the commissioner underlined the need for continuing the anti-encroachment drive till the targets were fully
achieved.

The sources said that the commissioner directed all deputy commissioners to initiate operation for clearance of encroachments on
both sides of the KCR track up to 110 to 120 feet.

They said that the DS railways also briefed the participants of the meeting about the progress of secured track and the operation
carried out by respective DCs with the support of the railway police and anti-encroachment officials.

DIG Operations of Railway Police Azhar Rasheed Khan said that the Railway Police with the support of DCs, etc, were working as
per strategy devised for revival of the KCR under the SC directions and it would ensure that no encroachment resurfaced after the
anti-encroachment operation.

(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 23/05/2019)

60 houses demolished in anti-encroachment drive in Gharibabad

The anti-encroachment operation for the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) continued for the eighth consecutive day on
Thursday. The operation, however, has been delayed till tomorrow due to some resistance by the residents.

The operation began at 10am and continued without any interruption till 4pm. More than 60 concrete houses constructed in a 50
feet radius along the KCR track in Central district's Gharibabad have been demolished on judicial orders under the supervision
of railway authorities, district administration and police officials.

During the operation, announcements were made on loudspeakers for the residents to vacate their houses. Heavy police force,
including lady police officials, was also deployed in the area due to the security concerns. The residents and area locals
expressed anger over the anti-encroachment drive and tried to put a stop to it. This led to a clash between the police officials
and the residents, however, the police were able to control the situation.

The railway administration decided to stop the operation after the clash and postponed it till tomorrow.

Railway SSP Shehla Qureshi said that the anti-encroachment operation had entered Central district. The residents of
Gharibabad were informed about the operation yesterday, said Qureshi adding that soft encroachments were also removed from
the area. The concrete structures are being razed now. She said that there were more than 300 residential units which have to
be razed.

Pakistan Railways Karachi Assistant Engineer Shah Muhammad Mastoi said that the residents of these units were told on
Wednesday to vacate the place by Sehri on Thursday. Mastoi said, “We gave as much time to the residents as they wanted. We
will continue the operation and remove the encroachments from both the sides of the track”. There is no shortage of machinery,
he added.

The residents said that they have been residing in the same houses for years. Such operations have never occurred in Nawaz
Sharif or Benazir regimes, they said adding that the federal government has brought the people on road.

They said that they had not given votes to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf so that they could deprive the poor of shelter. People
are being deprives of their houses while fasting.

The residents asked where the people could go in times of high unemployment and inflation rates. The government could have
launched the operation after Eid, they said and asked where would they go now. They should have provided an alternative place
if the operation had to be done, the residents said.

Referring to Imran Khan’s promise, they said that the change has really taken place. They requested the government to wait till
Eid and start the operation after it.
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According to the railway authorities however, the anti-encroachment operation at Gharibabad will restart tomorrow morning,
following which, the encroachments in the surroundings of Liaquatabad railway station tracks will be removed.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 24/05/2019)

Railways secretary reviews operation for Karachi Circular Railway revival

Federal Railways Secretary and Pakistan Railways Board Chairperson Sikandar Sultan Jalal visited Karachi on Monday. A
meeting to review the on-going anti-encroachment drive for the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) as per Supreme
Court’s (SC) orders was held at Karachi commissioner’s office.

Jalal lauded the efforts of Karachi Commissioner, Railways divisional superintendent (DS) and all other team members of the
anti-encroachment drive. He said he had been receiving daily progress reports, and would be able to submit a positive report to
the SC.

Jalal said that all efforts were being made to pave the way for the revival of KCR and under SC’s direction, the project would be
completed within the deadline.

In this regard, all leases issued by the Pakistan Railways would be examined by Railways DS and legal action would be taken
accordingly. Other leases issued by the provincial board of revenue, Katchi Abadis Authority, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation
(KMC) and others would be examined by respective agencies as per law and SC’s directions.

A high level seven-member committee is being constituted with legal formalities and all stakeholders, departments and relevant
agencies for the revival of KCR as a modern urban transport system on priority basis in accordance with the needs of the local
people.

Jalal lauded the efforts of the Sindh government and the steps taken by Karachi commissioner. He assured that Pakistan
Railways would extend all its cooperation to them to start the KCR project.

Briefing the federal railway secretary, Karachi Commissioner lftikhar Shallwani said that a comprehensive report would be
submitted to SC and his team would be able to take measures for the revival of KCR.

The meeting was briefed about the progress of the anti-encroachment operations so far in different areas by the respective
district commissioners (DCs). Railway Divisional Superintendent Shah and Pakistan Railways Operation DIG Azhar Rasheed
Khan also briefed Jalal about the steps taken so far, besides expressing the hope that the encroachments would not resurface.
(By Press Release The Express Tribune, 05, 28/05/2019)

Almost 100 houses demolished in Karachi anti-encroachment drive

Almost 100 concrete structures and residential units located within 50 feet of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) track, from
Gujjar Nullah to Nazimabad, were razed in the on-going anti-encroachment drive on Wednesday with the help of heavy
machinery. The operation faced delay due to resistance from the residents.

Railways authorities, district administration and police participated in the operation which continued for the 12th day. Lady police
officials were also deployed for security reasons.

Pakistan Railways (PR) Property Land Deputy Director Dilawar Hussain said that the operation was launched on the orders by
the Supreme Court. He said that around 150 concrete residential units were erected in the surroundings of Nazimabad Railway
track which will be razed. He said that 75% of the operation has been completed in district Central and efforts are under way to
remove as many encroachments as possible. “We’re trying our best to revive the railway tracks soon,” he added. The KCR track
in the Central district would be cleared in three to four days, he assured.

The residents are worried about finding an alternative place to live. During the operation, some of the affectees kept moving their
things elsewhere to vacate the place while others started to demolish the illegal constructions. But some of the residents
maintained obstinacy and tried to stop the operation.

While addressing the federal government, the affected residents said that only a few days were left before Eid. They said that
they could have arranged alternative places if the operation was launched after Eid. They asked how the children would spend
their Eid days without a home.

The residents said that they have been living in the area for years and the authorities cannot expel them from their homes like
this. The federal government has done nothing but ruined their lives and the country would not progress even after the revival of
KCR, they warned.

The operation began at 9:30am from Guijjar Nala and continued till 5pm. It will continue today (Thursday).
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 30/05/2019)
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Chinese firm offers technical support for KCR
Sindh Transport Minister Awais Shah on Thursday said the provincial government was still waiting for Islamabad’s nod whether the
latter would complete the Karachi Circular Railway project; yet, “we are as committed as ever to make KCR a reality for which
foreign companies are approaching us”.

He was speaking to reporters after meeting a delegation of the CR-NORINCO, a joint venture of China Railways Corporation (CR)
and China North Industries Corporation (NORINCO) at his office.

“The federal government has not yet informed us that whether it would execute and get this vital project completed; yet, we are firm
to be stuck to it,” said Mr Shah.

He said the officials of the Chinese company had discussed at length with him about the KCR and issues concerning it.

He added the CR-NORINCO had offered to the Sindh government that it was keen to provide technical assistance regarding the
circular railway project.

“We have discussed this matter threadbare with this Chinese company. Besides, several other companies are there as well, which
are in contact with us,” said the minister.

Mr Shah said the federal government was not clear at the execution of the project, which was extremely important for Karachi where
transport had become one of the main problems confronting the everyday life of its millions of citizens.

“We are still waiting for a formal reply from the federal government; they are still evading to furnish a formal reply that could
ascertain the fate of this hugely important project,” he said.

He said Railway Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed was not ready even to meet a representative of the Sindh government.
“He does not want to see the KCR gets completed,” he claimed.

He said the provincial government was keen to provide better transport facilities to the people of Karachi and the KCR would play a
key role in achieving that goal.

“The issue of transport will almost solve with the completion of the KCR project.”

He said the Sindh government would bring good news for the people of Karachi “very soon”.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 31/05/2019)

‘SC ordered alternative quarters before bulldozing homes along KCR route’

The KCR Mutasirin Action Committee held a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Monday to draw the government’s
attention to the plight of the poor people whose homes have been bulldozed to make way for the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR).

Khan Badshah, chairman of the KCR Mutasirin Action Committee, said that there were some 1,050 homes in areas such as Quaid-i-
Azam Colony, Wahid Colony and Gharibabad that are seen as being a hindrance to the KCR project. “Even the Supreme Court of
Pakistan has directed the government to give the people living by the rail tracks alternative living quarters before bulldozing their
homes but their homes are being bulldozed anyway,” he said.

“Those whose homes have been [demolished] are living in terrible conditions in this heat and during the holy month of Ramazan.

Sometimes lftar is provided to them by the Edhi Foundation and sometimes they are hosted by the Saylani Welfare Trust,” he said.
“They don’t even have water for performing ablution for prayers. Their neighbours whose homes are still standing are providing
them with water,” he said.

“It is a terrible way to live without having a roof over their heads under this hot sun. Sometimes they beg their relatives to take in
their children and at other times the children just sit amid the rubble of their fallen homes,” he said.

“We urge the government to think of these poor people. We are not against the KCR since it is for the betterment of the city and its
citizens. They only ask to leave the homes that are not coming in the way of the KCR tracks. It will also lessen the burden on the
government which will then have to provide fewer alternative places,” he said.

Badshah also requested the government to provide those who have lost a roof over their heads with a shelter. “All of them are not
encroachers.

“And they are also human beings who should be treated as such. Have a heart,” he concluded.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 04/06/2019)
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A marred Eid for residents living along the KCR tracks

“When | saw the bulldozers come into the colony, my sons and | immediately rushed to take out all our furniture and store it at
our neighbour’s houses; | don’t even know what things | put in whose house. Where did | put my children’s Eid clothes, where
did | put the shoes for my granddaughter to give as a present; | lost my house, | lost everything...”

Zulekha, a resident of Mujahid Colony, located in UC-09 Nazimabad, Karachi, is amongst the hundreds of citizens who have
been affected by the current “anti-encroachment drive” initiated as a result of the orders of the Supreme Court issued on 9th May
2019. As per the directives of the SC, all encroachments along the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) track were to be cleared
within two weeks. What has ensued, however, is that the administration has missed the other part of the order, which provided
for the resettlement of the affected persons.

With temperatures rising to 40 degrees and residents observing fasts in the month of Ramzan, people living in the demolished
settlements question the urgency of the operation that could have been carried out after Eid. Given that municipal authoritie s did
not issue notices prior to the demolition, residents have been left scrambling to find alternative arrangements; while many
continue living in the debris of their demolished houses. The settlements most severely affected by the ongoing operation
include Gharibabad, Quaid-e-Azam Colony, Wahid Colony, Mujahid Colony, Moosa Colony and settlement located around Gilani
station and Urdu College; most of which are located in District East of Karachi.

But this is not the first anti-encroachment drive experienced within a year by the residents of many of these settlements.
Following an SC order dated November 17, 2018, demolitions took place in different
parts of the city including Gharibabad and adjacent Quaid-e-Azam Colony. On
December 11, a number of shops and residential units were demolished under the
pretext of clearing the land for Karachi Circular Railways Revival project.

However, no decision had been reached on the railway’s Right Of Way (ROW), resulting
in a haphazard demolition process with selective destruction. The residents breathed a
sigh of relief as the Supreme Court provided a stay for all residential units, giving the
impression that the remaining houses in the settlement were now safe from demolition;
but this soon proved wrong.

This threat of eviction and displacement has been looming far beyond a few months; to
a point in time 15 years ago, when the KCR'’s revival was first announced. In 2003, the
Federal Government announced that the KCR’s revival was going to take place.

Subsequently, in 2009, an extensive survey was initiated by the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), which was assigned the responsibility for the project’s
execution. The JICA’s two-year long survey conducted across the 28 affected
settlements, gave way to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report and a
Resettlement Action Plan (RAP). The survey revealed that 4,653 households with nearly 45,000 people were going to be
impacted; but JICA also put forward a comprehensive compensation and resettlement plan for the ‘project affected persons’ or
PAPs. These PAPs were awarded certificates from JICA, with official stamps of the Federal Government and a compensation
plan that included construction of 80 square yard houses in Jumma Goth together with monetary compensation of Rs. 50,000/-
per household. However soon after, JICA pulled itself out of the project and while the government continues to revert to the EIA
report, the contents of the RAP have been entirely disregarded.

“My house was here when the KCR was operational in 1970s. My house was here when it stopped in 1999; | have not extended
a foot from its original boundaries, how then has my house suddenly become illegal? How is it suddenly going to hamper the
train from running?” says 74 year old Khalid, who has been living in Mujahid colony since he was seven years old.

In addition to the demolition of their only shelter in the city, the electricity and gas has also been cut off in the entire settlement
for up to 10 days, as claimed by some residents. The part of the demolished structures that remain standing at present are unfit
for inhabitation; with steel rods exposed, staircases half broken and blocks of concrete hanging precariously in the aftermath of
the demolition process. The residents of these half-destroyed dwelling are one step away from another disaster.

The justification given for these demolitions by the municipal authorities is that the houses and residents have no legal standing
and have forcefully occupied government land. However, the fact that these settlements now exist for over fifty years, with a
third generation living in these dwellings, it is hard to believe that the authorities were unaware of their existence, or that the
settlements emerged without government officials’ assistance. Infrastructural facilities including electricity, gas and water have
been provided to these communities with the assistance and intervention of political parties, who perceive these settlements as
hefty vote banks.

A large number of residents recently staged a protest at the Karachi Press Club. The protesters included women and children
whose houses have been demolished as well as those who can see the impending threat of demolition. However, the height of
misery was that the same time when this protest was being registered, bulldozers arrived in Wahid Colony, Nazimabad, along
with a large contingent of police.

The affectees have been demanding resettlement in exchange for their demolished houses, but at the same time expressing
their support for the KCR project. The residents’ demands are not unreasonable; after all the Supreme Court has also
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emphasized the resettlement of all residents and shopkeepers affected by the anti-encroachment operation. Instead, the federal
and municipal authorities are selectively implementing the Supreme Court order, a process that is rendering people homeless
and that too on the eve of religious festivities when families expect to find joy in the comfort of their homes.

(By Soha Macktoom The Express Tribune, 04, 05/06/2019)

Protesters demand immediate suspension of drive to clear KCR route
Hundreds of people, whose houses have been or are being dismantled by the authorities to clear out the route for the long-delayed
Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), took to the streets on Sunday to demand suspension of the ongoing anti-encroachment drive until
arrangement of alternative abodes for them.

The Sindh government also expressed solidarity with the affected families, announcing that it was arranging their rehabilitation on
an emergency basis.

Holding placards and banners inscribed with their demands, the protesters took out a rally from Regal Chowk. Shouting slogans
against the government’s campaign, they marched towards the Karachi Press Club.

Civil society members and rights activists — part of the KCR Action Committee — also joined the rally led by committee’s chairman
Haji Khan Badshah.

Rights activists Nasir Mansoor, Asad Butt, Arif Hasan, Karamat Ali, Zehra Khan, Safina Gul, Khizar Qazi, Farhat Parveen and Faisal
Edhi joined the rally.

A big banner containing their demand reads: “Housing is a basic component of social protection.”

Mr Badshah said the government was obligated to ensure housing for all in its policy and principles of the Constitution.
‘Unregulated housing’

He said no government had initiated any scheme to provide decent housing for its citizens since the government of Zulfikar Ali

Bhutto.

“The poor and middle classes of Pakistan had to fend for themselves. People have been left at the mercy of private developers, who
sell land at exorbitant prices, while other inputs of construction are already out of the reach of the common man.”

Other speakers at the rally said that the bureaucracy was supposed to work on the regulation of land and housing but it was utterly
ineffective. They added that rampant unregulated housing was an evidence of the government’s failure.

The Sindh govt has promised to provide makeshift housing to affected families

“Most people who do not know about government regulations end up getting so-called illegal access to land, electricity and water.
They are vulnerable, face eviction from their houses which they have constructed with hard-earned money,” said a speaker.

Protesters said they were not against the KCR, but a survey was conducted by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
in 2013 which had declared 4,800 housing units to be affected by the KCR project.

The JICA report recommended for providing alternative housing and livelihoods options to the affected people, they said.

They said a petition had been filed in the Supreme Court in which the court was asked to restrain the Pakistan Railways and the
Sindh government from demolishing structures and evicting people.

Another petition was filed by town planner Arif Hasan and others on the same issue.

Call to halt demolition exercise

“Further demolition should be stopped with immediate effect until a plan for the rescue, rehabilitation and resettlement is prepared,”
demanded a speaker.

He also demanded for compensation to be paid to the people affected by the demolition.

The petition maintained that proper planning for the eviction should be done before the eviction. Right of the residents that are
guaranteed in the Constitution and in international conventions and covenants should be protected.

The participants said a committee had been formed to look into the matter after hearings at the National Commission on Human
Rights’ Sindh office. But the committee was not currently functional.

They demanded that the committee be revived with inclusion of all stakeholders and tasked to provide immediate relief to the
affected people, including provision of food, temporary shelter until the permanent shelter was provided, and compensation.

They demanded public hearings, broad-based consultations and rapid surveys be conducted to properly analyse the KCR plan and
its possible impacts on communities.
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The participants said as the demolition work along KCR route had affected a large number of women so there was a need to involve
the Sindh Commission on the Status of Women.

Besides, many children living in the affected neighbourhoods were out of school, thus makeshift arrangements be made to provide
them schooling.

‘Sindh govt stands by affected people’

Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani arrived at the rally with fellow cabinet members Imtiaz Shaikh, Murtaza Baloch and
Barrister Murtaza Wahab and expressed the Sindh government’s solidarity with the people affected by the ongoing demolition.

“We stand by the people affected by the ongoing drive regarding KCR project,” he said.

“This issue has been raised with Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, who has already directed the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority for providing makeshift housing to the affected families.”

He said the KCR was a vital project, adding the provincial government had requested the court to give time for eviction of people
from the areas until alternative land was not provided to the affected populations.

Mr Ghani said the Sindh government was arranging for providing permanent residence to all the families affected.

“We ensure all affected families that the Sindh government has already begun a strategy for their rehabilitation on emergent
grounds.

“We are trying to provide houses to all affected families with all necessary facilities,” said the minister.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 13, 10/06/2019)

KCR evictions

WHERE encroachments are concerned, the usual pattern followed in Pakistan is that the illegal occupation of land is allowed by the
state — in fact, often facilitated by those in power — until some state institution — usually the court — orders that the racket be
halted. This is pretty much the case with the occupation of the tracks and land of the Karachi Circular Railway. It was only after stern
orders from the Supreme Court last month that the administration swung into action and started clearing the tracks for this vital
public transport project, after decades of inaction and after much of the area had been encroached upon. However, while the court
order must be respected and the tracks cleared so that the KCR can be revived, the anti-encroachment operation has taken a
human toll, as many people have been left homeless because of it. A large number of affected persons took out a rally in Karachi on
Sunday demanding that the drive be suspended until they were provided with alternative shelter. In fact, the apex court had also
ordered that alternative arrangements be made for those affected by the anti-encroachment drive. The Sindh government has
promised the evicted persons land for housing. Therefore, arrangements should be made to give them shelter forthwith.

Looking at the big picture, it must be asked where the authorities — the Railways ministry, the Sindh and Karachi administrations,
the police etc — were when houses and shops were being built on or near the tracks of the KCR. It goes without saying that
encroachments can only spring up under the patronage of the state, and through the machinations of the land mafia. However,
when the order comes to remove encroachments, the state abandons those who paid hard-earned money to build a roof over their
heads. While encroachments cannot be condoned, the involvement of criminal elements in running this racket and the connivance
of the state should not be overlooked as they facilitate the illegal occupation of land.

(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 11/06/2019)

Anti-encroachment drive along KCR track to continue

Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani held a meeting with the stakeholders of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) on Tuesday to
review the progress of the anti-encroachment drive along the KCR track. It was decided that the operation to remove
encroachments along the track would continue according to the joint plan devised on May 14 by Pakistan Railways (PR), anti-
encroachment cell, local police and district administration.

Shallwani has asked the PR to cancel the leases of all their commercial entities within 50 feet of the track and remove them
immediately with the help of police and district administration.

The deputy commissioners (DCs) of respective districts were also briefed about the progress of the on-going operation. As per
the plan, the residents of the area will be involved in the drive so that they collect their belongings and shift to safer places.

He said that under the SC’s directives, no leniency will be allowed to anyone in this regard and it would be implemented in | etter
and spirit. He sympathised with the affectees but said that they would be compensated after a proper plan for rehabilitation is
given by the PR next week to the Sindh government.

Earlier, members of civil society and affectees of KCR led by Karamat Ali, Jibran Nasir, Faisal Edhi and others met Karachi
Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani before the meeting. They apprised him of the grievances of the affectees and informed him that
the provision of the shelter was the state’s responsibility. They said that they were not opposing the revival of KCR, but added
that the plan should be re-examined and issue be resolved on humanitarian grounds, not at the cost of people.
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The commissioner assured them that their issue would be settled as per SC directions given in the judgment. But, the operation
will continue and all encroachments will be cleared as per plan and policy.
(By Press Release The Express Tribune, 04, 12/06/2019)

KCR protest

THIS refers to the photo published on front page of Dawn’s Metro South (May 29). The caption of the picture says that affected
families with members of civil society staged a demonstration outside the Karachi Press Club.

They were demanding alternative places for their rehabilitation after their homes and businesses were bulldozed by the Pakistan
Railways during an anti-encroachment operation for the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR).

In another letter (May 26), the writer has demanded that the railway ministry needs to coordinate with the Sindh government to
devise a comprehensive resettlement plan before launching on its quest of modernising the city’s transport.

More than 4,623 affected families have encroached the KCR’s 45km-long track without any permission from the Sindh government
or the railway ministry.

No one can claim compensation of property built illegally on government land. Instead, the railway should recover the cost of
demolition and removal of debris from the site of landgrabbers.

KM Shafi
Karachi
(By From the Newspaper Dawn, 07, 17/06/2019)
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