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Karachi to get Rs10bn more in next fiscal year, says CM 
 
Murad reviews ongoing development schemes, wants them completed at the earliest 
The Sindh chief minister said on Monday that he would allocate Rs10 billion more for the development of 
Karachi in the next fiscal year and that was why it was necessary to complete the projects of the current 
uplift package. 
 
During a meeting held to review the city‘s development package, the chief minister was informed that the 
Rs884.23 million project of the revamping of University Road from Hassan Square to NIPA had been 
completed by 10 percent. Work on 12 percent of its other portion from NED to Safoora Chowrangi costing 
Rs832 million had been finished. 
 
The chief minister expressed his displeasure over the pace of work. He noted that the portion of 

University Road from NED to Safoora Chowrangi was in a terrible condition. The 
chief minister was informed that the the construction of Tariq Road from Shaheed-e-
Millat Road to Shahrah-e-Quaideen started at Rs569.819 million had been 
completed by 15 percent. Shah told the project director to start working on both sides 
of the road. The chief minster pointed out that Khalid Bin Waleed Road had been set 

as the alternate route and working on both sides of the Tariq Road should not be a problem. 
 
He directed the Karachi commissioner and the DIG Traffic to ensure the removal of cars parked on the 
footpath of Khalid Bin Waleed Road within two weeks. 
 
Project director Niaz Soomro said the construction of Hub River Road costing Rs658.295 million had 
been completed by 16 percent. 
To the chief minister query as to why work was not being carried out there at night, Soomro said there 
were law and order issues in the area. 
 
The chief minister directed his principal secretary Naveed Kamran Baloch to talk to the DIGs concerned 
for the provision of security so that work on Hub River Road and a raod in Surjani could be carried out at 
night too. 
 
The participants of the meeting were informed that the survey of widening Sharea Faisal from Metropole 
to Star Gate at a cost of Rs933.381 million, the survey of the construction of a storm-water drain from 
Jinnah Terminal to Chakor Nala at Natha Khan Bridge costing Rs149.988 million, the survey of a U-turn 
at Natha Khan Bridge worth Rsa94.76 million, and the survey for the construction of a road from Khairpur 
Town to National Highway link road including the portion connecting it to Super Highway costing 
Rs33.975 million were under way. 
 
The reconstruction of the Mosmyat Road of Rs109.331 million had been completed by four percent and 
the remodeling of Baloch Colony Flyover and the construction of a road there costing Rs63.935 million 
had been finished by 20 percent. The project director said the construction of Pipri /pumping station 
Stage-I costing Rs666.99 million was in progress. 
 
The schemes for which bids had been opened include the reconstruction of Drigh Road Flyover, the 
construction of Drigh Road Underpass including the reconstruction of the existing right turn bridge worth 
Rs662.599 million, the construction of Manzil Pump Flyover at N-5 Karachi costing Rs662.599 million, the 
construction of an underpass at Submarine Chowrangi to Sunset Boulevard, and the revamping of the 
Karachi Zoo. 
 
The meeting was attended by local government minister Jam Khan Shoro, chief secretary Rizwan 
Memon, additional chief secretary M Waseem, finance secretary Hassan Naqvi, local government 
secretary Ramzan Awan, and Karachi commissioner Aijaz Khan. 
(The News 13, 03/01/2017) 

 
 



‘Constitution doesn’t allow provincial govt to run local bodies’ 
 
Labour leaders say Constitution defines local governments as a separate entity; oppose handing over 

garbage collection task to a firm, say local sanitary workers can carry out the job at 
half the cost Though the Constitution defines local governments as a separate entity 
and not an offshoot of a provincial government, mayors and chairpersons of town 
committees were compelled to work under the provincial local government minister, 
labour leaders said on Wednesday. 
 

 The leaders of the Local Government Anti-Privatisation Committee, Zulfiqar Shah and Kaneez Fatima, 
while addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club said the local bodies elections in Sindh 
were conducted under the Local Government Act, 2013, a law that stripped mayors and chairpersons of 
their powers. They said local governments were being run under a provincial minister in violation of the 
Constitution. 
 
 A city‘s mayor has to wait for the approval of the local government minister even for issue salaries to their 
employees, The representatives of local bodies did not even have the authority to launch cleanliness 
drives on their own. They said the defunct City District Government Karachi was established under the 
Sindh Local Bodies Ordinance of 2001 and it had greatly benefitted the city.  
 
They added that the citizens of Karachi would not be satisfied if their mayor lacked any authority at all. 
They further said the Article 140 A-1 of the Constitution read that each province would set up a local 
government system and devolve political administrative and financial responsibilities and authority to the 
elected representatives of the local governments. 
 
 They questioned the utility and rationale of the third tier of the government if it had to be run by the 
provincial government which itself was the second tier of government under the Constitution. 
 
 They said the Sindh Local Government Act, 2013 had made a mockery of the local government system 
as proposed under the Constitution. Practically, the provincial government does not even grant even 
some powers to the local bodies which they enjoyed under the local bodies law of 1979 passed under a 
martial law regime.  
 
The leaders said a mega city like Karachi could not be left to the whims and wishes of provincial ministers 
and demanded substantive powers for local bodies in particular for mayors. They said not only the Sindh 
Building Control Authority and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, but police too should work under 
the mayor.  
 
The labour leaders said garbage collection was the function of the civic agencies and they would not 
allow the provincial government to hand over this function to a private company be it a local or a Chinese 
one. 
 
 They said the government was giving a very large sum of money to a Chinese company for garbage 
collection while the sanitary workers of the local government had offered to do the job at half the cost yet 
their offer was not being accepted. They demanded a high-level probe into the issue so that the elements 
of corruption and kickbacks could be ruled out.  
 
They said Karachi would also have to pay more as the Chinese company would also charge for the 
plastic bags in which the garbage would be collected. They warned that they would stage a protest if the 
government did not accept their demands. 
(The News 20, 05/01/2017) 
 
 
 
 
 



KMC told to stop welfare body from operating slaughterhouse in residential area 
 

The Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) to bar a welfare 
organisation from undertaking activities on its residential property which were not permissible under the 
law. 
 
The direction came on petition of a resident against a slaughter house being run by the welfare 
organisation in a residential area in Shikarpur Colony. 
 
Petitioner Sami Ahsan submitted that the Saylani Welfare International Trust was raising an illegal 
construction in the residential area as well as running an illegal animal slaughter house in violation of the 
Sindh Animal Slaughter House Control Act 1963. 
 
He said the illegal practice by the respondent was causing great inconvenience to the inhabitant of the 
area. He said civic authorities had earlier informed the court that the slaughter house had been closed but 
as soon his previous petition was disposed of, the trust had again started operation of the slaughter 
house in the area. The court was requested to direct the KMC and others to close down the slaughter 
house that was being operated by the welfare organisation. 
 
The SHC‘s division bench, headed by Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, after preliminary hearing of the 
petition issued notices to the KMC and others. It also ordered the KMC to stop the organisation from 
undertaking any such activity in the residential area which was not permissible under the law. 
  
Plea for regularisation 
The SHC has also directed the Oil & Gas Development Company to not discriminate the doctors 
appointed on a daily wages basis in the process of regularisation. 
 
The direction came on petition of Huma Jukhiyo and other doctors against non-regularisation. 
 
They submitted that they were appointed on a contract basis in 2004 and later on in 2012, they were 
appointed on a daily wages basis. 
 
They said the respondent company was considering the cases of doctors and other staff who were 
appointed after them.  They requested the court to direct the respondent to deal in accordance with the 
law. 
(The News 19, 06/01/2017) 
 

Sepa warns municipal commissioners to get rid of trash 
 
The provincial environmental watchdog warned all district municipal commissioners in Karachi on Fridayto 
clean up garbage from their jurisdictions and ensure that burning of trash was stopped otherwise action 
would be taken against them. 
 
In a letter to the district municipal commissioners of the East, West, South, Korangi, Central and Malir 
districts, the director general of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa), Naeem Mughal, 
wrote that heaps of garbage were lying on the streets, parks, playgrounds and garbage dens in sheer 
violation of environmental protection laws of the province. 
 
―Teams of Sepa have observed heaps of garbage in entire city while municipal authorities are not only 
overlooking this issue but also encouraging the anti-environment practice. As per Sindh Environmental 
Protection Act 2014, dumping of garbage within city limits is strictly prohibited,‖ he wrote. 
 
The Sepa chief maintained that garbage and solid wastes was being dumped in the vicinities of hospitals, 
schools, parks, mosques, green belts, roads and under the flyovers and teams of the environmental 
watchdog were observing this phenomenon for quite some time. 



 
Karachi produces around 14,000 tons of garbage and solid waste but only 2,000 tons of it is transported 
out of the city to the landfill sites of Jam Chakro and Gond Pass while the rest is dumped within the city at 
roadsides, parks, open places, the banks of Lyari and Malir rivers, and nullahs. 
 
The Sepa chief warned the municipal commissioners that the dumping of solid waste within city limits was 
endangering the lives of people by degrading the environment and added that under the environmental 
protection act, such steps and actions which pollute the environment were strictly prohibited. 
 
―Through this letter, it is directed to immediately stop dumping of solid waste within city limits or strict 
action would be taken against the violators as per environmental protection act 2014,‖ he warned. He 
further wrote that the action could be imposition of heavy fines as well as registration of cases with 
environmental tribunal as per the law. 
 
This is not the first such warning issued by Sepa to the municipal authorities and so far, several 
Environmental Protection Orders, which have legal-binding, have been issued to the municipal 
commissioners but to no avail. 
(The News 13, 07/01/2017) 
 

‘Summary prepared for transfer of five LG depts to elected representatives’ 
 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) chief Dr Farooq Sattar said on Sunday that a summary 
had been prepared to hand over the authority of five local government departments to elected 
representatives. 

 
This was observed by him during the groundbreaking ceremony of construction of 
streets in Korangi UC-6, Saudabad. 
 
Addressing the media, the MQM-P chief observed that even the Sindh Chief Minister 

Murad Ali Shah would not be able to reject the summary in the light of the law. 
 
Talking about the project, he said around 400 streets would be reconstructed in the 100-day campaign, 
scheduled to conclude on March 15. 
 
Expressing confidence that the public would help make the campaign a success, Dr Sattar said the 
party‘s power lay in the unity of the masses, and that MQM-P would restore permanent peace in the 
metropolis with their participation. 
 
He asked people to not dispose of garbage at the corners of or on the streets. Further informing them 
about the garbage disposal system, he claimed that trackers would be installed in vehicles transporting 
the garbage to the landfill site, so as to monitor the routine disposal system. 
 
―Despite no resources or funds available, garbage was still being disposed of gradually,‖ he said 
However, he cleared that the campaign did not aim to clear the entire city within 100 days but major 
dumps in at least 20 UCs would be cleaned up. 
 
The MQM-P vowed to ensure equitable distribution of water to the city, besides also calling for the water 
board‘s authority to be handed over to the mayor, Waseem Akhtar. 
 
The party chief was also claimed to have protested the bulldozing of at least 160 offices which he had 
said were legally constructed. 
 
The offices were razed following the party founder‘s anti-state speech delivered outside the local press 
club on August 22, 2016. 
 



The MQM-P leaders had inaugurated the 'Hamara Karachi' 100- day cleanliness campaign by sweeping 
the streets in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Shah Faisal Colony and Korangi, on December 1, 2016. 
 
Speaking at the drive‘s launch, Dr Sattar had stressed that the uplift programme was beyond politics. ―We 
shall serve the city without any discrimination,‖ he said, adding that sports events, including City 
Olympics, would be organised during the drive. 
 
He had vowed that dispensaries and schools in Korangi‘s union councils would be upgraded, adding that 
LED light bulbs, 0.4 million manhole covers and 1.2 million concrete blocks would be provided to the UCs. 
 
The MQM-P had later on December 5, asked the federal and provincial governments to provide Rs150 
billion each for finishing the 100-day cleanliness drive. 
 
―The mayor‘s job is to ensure that the city is clean and citizens are provided with basic civic facilities, but 
he hasn‘t been empowered to carry out these functions effectively,‖ MQM-P information secretary Amin-
ul-Haque had told The News.  ―It‘s not the chief minister‘s job to look after the cleaning of garbage and 
drains,‖ he added. 
(The News 14, 09/01/2017) 

 
Smart solutions: Information on Karachi only one click away 

 
All the information you need on Karachi will be just one click away as NGO Shehri launched on Friday a 
project to compile everything you need to know about local governance. 
 
NGO Shehri – Citizens for a Better Environment has joined hands with USAID Small Grants and 
Ambassador‘s Fund Programme for ‗Empowered Citizens for Improved Urban Governance‘ project that 
aims to put together a comprehensive portal to ensure proactive and informed engagement of the people 
of Karachi. 
 
By developing a handbook on the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO), a web portal, eco map 
and mobile applications, the project will improve coordination between different government departments 
and the residents. 
 
According to urban planner Farhan Anwar, who is also the project manager, a similar project has also 
been implemented in India and was quite successful. 
 
Nation’s first cyber harassment helpline to be launched soon 
Close ad X 
Speaking at the launch, local government secretary Muhammad Ramzan Awan said that the project can 
help people improve access to information on how the city functions, what type of services are being 
provided and how they can better engage with the service providers. 
 
On a question regarding the ‗powerlessness‘ of the elected local government, Awan said that the Sindh 
and local government are the same. ―The provincial government is also constitutionally empowered,‖ he 
said, adding that the elected members of the local governments are also fully empowered within the 
framework of the law. 
 
Web portal 
―All information related to the city is very haphazard and in the form of pages,‖ Anwar pointed out, adding 
that they will digitise all such information so it can be brought on one web portal. 
 
The web portal will include the history and an introduction of Karachi, natural and physical resources, 
maps and crisis mapping, provision of government and non-government services, important and credible 
civil society groups, archives on national and international research, publications on urban governance, 
discussion forum for public users and search engine optimisation. 
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Since there are several civic bodies having different mandates including that of the cantonment, this web 
portal, according to Anwar, will help citizens inquire which government agency or organisation they would 
have to approach for which civic issue. 
 
Eco-map 
The project will also develop an digital eco-map of Karachi, which will be more detailed than Google 
Maps. People will be able to use its interactive features but also upload images of civic issues they 
confront every day. The map will be accessible to government officials. 
 
Anwar said that this map will be linked with the web portal and can be operated on a mobile phone as 
well. They will use the crowd-mapping technique to produce two types of reports: civic governance crisis, 
such as, garbage, overflowing sewers, encroachments, trees being uprooted, etc, and community based 
initiatives, such as, projects that are generating community-based solutions to a civic issue. 
 
Mobile applications 
In order to develop mobile applications, Anwar said that 40 different universities will be selected for a two-
day Hackathon session and they will be asked to develop applications to resolve civic issues. ―Once 
these applications are finalised, they will be uploaded,‖ he said. 
 
The motive of the mobile applications, according to him, is to involve citizens without the government‘s 
help for the larger interest of the city. In this session, six groups of up to seven students will develop 
mobile applications that will help citizens engage in creating more open public spaces, improving 
recreation, transportation and solid waste management. 
 
One-window driving licence facility launched in Karachi 
The top three applications will be placed on Play Store for free access and download. 
 
Handbook 
A handbook, explaining the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, 2013, in simple terms will also be 
designed and then uploaded on the web portal. Anwar said they are using New York‘s handbook of local 
government as a model for this project. 
 
Accessible government 
With the help of this project, the people of the city can save themselves from queuing up at different 
government offices, said the project‘s information and communication technology officer, Humna 
Mehwish. Birth registrations, death certificates and marriage registration forms, which are obtained from 
union committees, will be available for download and submission on their web portal.  
 
However, the project still needs approval from the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and the National 
Database Registration Authority to allow online submissions, she said.  
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 14, 21/01/2017) 

 
Sindh govt silent over KMC-KDA tug of war 

 
While the city suffers from severe civic crises, the battle between Karachi Development Authority (KDA) 
and Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) continues unabated. Meanwhile, the Sindh government‘s 
silence speaks volumes. 
 
This time, the two civic agencies are at loggerheads over the possession of cars for the personal use of 
officers. In a recent move, the KDA has written a letter to the housing and town planning and local 
government minister over possession of the vehicles purchased in the era of City District Government 
Karachi (CDGK), when all the municipalities were operating under it. On Thursday night, additional KMC 
director Ahsan Moon reportedly reached the house of KDA director-general Nasir Abbas‘s personal 
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secretary, Riaz Ahmed Rashid, along with two city wardens and one police mobile, and forcefully took 
over a car that was officially allocated to Rashid. 
 
In the wake of this incident, the letter was written by Abbas, a copy of which is also available with The 
Express Tribune. According to the letter, the CDGK was created in 2001, under the Sindh Local 
Government Ordinance (SLGO), 2001. At that time, the KMC, KDA, District Council Karachi and different 
departments of the Sindh government, including education, health, social work departments, were the 
main constituents of the CDGK. 
 
Ongoing food festival: KMC, Sindh govt at odds over use of Frere Hall 
―It is pointed out that on dissolution of the CDGK, no local body has so far been declared as successor of 
the CDGK. Neither a notification or statute nor the [Sindh Local Government Act] SLGA, 2013, have any 
provision and clause with regards to the successor of the CDGK,‖ the letter reads. The letter points out 
that during the decade of the CDGK, it purchased different types of vehicles, machinery and other durable 
items to be used by the CDGK officers. ―Entire KDA income during 2002 to 2011 were taken over or 
diverted to the CDGK main accounts and operated by the finance department of the CDGK. These funds 
were also utilised for purchase of vehicles by the CDGK,‖ the letter reads. 
 
In such a situation when no successor of CDGK has been notified through any notification, the letter says 
that the ownership rights of items purchased by the CDGK by the KMC is illegal, unauthorised and 
without any support of law. According to the letter, since the revival of KDA, it is claiming equal share in 
all CDGK properties, purchased or owned by the CDGK. The letter adds that the vehicles and machinery 
purchased and owned by the KDA are still in possession of the KMC staff without any lawful authority. 
 
Referring to the Thursday‘s incident in the letter, the Sindh government has been asked to take up the 
issue of forceful takeover of the vehicle from the residence of the private secretary to KDA director-
general. The government has been further requested to look into the matter of CDGK successor and 
distribution of the vehicles and machineries purchased and owned by the CDGK among the claimants, 
including KDA and KMC. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Rashid said the vehicle was provided by some contractor for a project 
initiated and completed by the CDGK and since then it was officially allocated to the KDA director-
general‘s private secretary. Meanwhile, KMC‘s metropolitan commissioner Badar Jameel told The 
Express Tribune that the KMC has nothing to do with the forceful possession of the car from any of the 
KDA‘s official. However, he blamed the KDA for illegally using KMC‘s vehicles. 
 
―Whenever we write letter to the KDA for possession of our properties, they throw them in the dustbin,‖ he 
claimed, adding that now they are left with no option but to register an FIR against the KDA officials and 
approach the court. There are a total of 150 vehicles worth Rs40 million belonging to the KMC, which the 
KDA has illegally kept with them, Jameel claimed. He added that during the CDGK‘s era, both the 
municipalities used to have separate budgets and these vehicles were purchased from the KMC‘s budget. 
 
Other incidents  
Last year in November, electricity connection to the KMC‘s offices on the fourth and fifth floors of Civic 
Centre building was suspended for half-an-hour and the equipment belonging to the KMC staffers were 
confiscated by KDA officials. 
 
In October, through a series of letters, a war began among both the civic bodies over possession of 
different properties, including a VVIP rest house and a bungalow on the Central Ordinance Depot Hills. 
 
The process of taking over the Civic Centre building started in the mid of June, when Abbas, who was the 
senior director of KDA wing, was given the additional charge of the KDA director-general by the Sindh 
government and he started sitting in the office in which the KMC administrator used to sit. When the then 
KMC administrator, Laeeq Ahmed, came to know that his office has been occupied by the KDA director-
general, he shifted to the administrator‘s camp office located behind the National Stadium. Apart from 
this, last year, the KDA had restrained the KMC from collecting parking fees within their jurisdiction. 
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Local government secretary Muhammad Ramzan Awan did not respond to the repeated phone calls by 
The Express Tribune for a comment on this issue. 
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 23/01/2017) 
 

Commission seeks details of DMCs’ expenses, budget 
 

A judicial commission directed on Monday provincial local government (LG) department‘s secretary to 
submit details indicating the strength of staff, budget and expenses incurred by all district municipal 
corporations (DMCs) across Sindh on the management of solid waste in past five years. 
 
Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro sought such details by February 2, when the issue will be taken up 
once again. He is heading the inquiry commission into the allegations of non-provision of clean drinking 
water and deteriorating sanitation conditions in Sindh on the orders of Supreme Court. 
 
During Monday‘s proceedings, provincial LG department‘s local secretary, Muhammad Ramzan Awan, 
filed a statement in compliance of the commission‘s previous order, seeking an immediate working plan 
for lifting and disposal of solid waste in Sindh.  
 
Justice Kalhoro directed him to submit further details, indicating the total strength of employees in all 
DMCs, expenses incurred on their salaries, the amount spent on managing solid waste in Karachi and 
other parts of Sindh. He also asked the secretary to submit a copy of the budget books of last five years, 
along with other details, by February 2. 
 
Growing number of high-rise buildings 
Earlier, the commission had taken up the issue of mushrooming growth of high-rise or multi-storey 
buildings. Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) and the cantonment boards were allegedly issuing 
building approval plans for these, without seeking no-objection certificates (NOCs) regarding the 
availability of basic amenities, such as clean drinking water and proper sewage system from Karachi 
Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). 
 
KWSB managing-director Misbahuddin Farid, who had blamed the SBCA, the Defence Housing Authority 
and the cantonment boards of approving such building plans illegally, filed a statement along with other 
documents. On the other hand, SBCA‘s director-general Noor Muhammad Leghari and additional director 
Agha Maqsood Abbas filed a statement, along with other documents, on the issue whether any NOC was 
taken from the KWSB before approving building plan for these buildings. 
 
The officials claimed that under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979, and Karachi Building and 
Town Planning Regulations, 2002, the SBCA was not required to obtain any such approval from the water 
and sewerage utility. The officials referred to the judgment of Sindh High Court that had allowed the 
SCBA not to require any such NOC from the water and sewerage utility for the issuance of building 
approval plans. Leghari insisted that the authority was approving building plans in accordance with the 
relevant laws. 
 
At the stage, the KWSB chief and representatives of Karachi, Clifton, Korangi and Faisal cantonment 
boards suggested holding meeting with each other. They suggested that they can devise a strategy 
together and make a plan or proposal to ensure that an adequate framework or scheme is properly 
chalked out and executed to address the issue of drinkable water and sanitation, before approvals are 
granted for construction of any high-rise or multi-story buildings. 
 
Meanwhile, Association of Builders and Developers of Pakistan chairperson Mohsin Shaikhani and senior 
vice-chairperson Muhammad Hassan Bux, who appeared on commission‘s notice, maintained that they 
had been taking NOCs from the KWSB and other related authorities before getting approval for 
construction high-rise buildings. The commission asked them to submit a comprehensive statement in this 
regard and granted them time, on their request. The additional advocate-general Muhammad Sarwar 
Khan sought one-day time on behalf of the provincial chief secretary, to submit a report in this regard. 
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Meanwhile, a resident of Clifton, Dr Safar Ali Abbasi, also approached the commission against the 
mushrooming growth of high-rise buildings in Clifton, saying that it was leading to serious water, 
sanitation and environmental problems. The prime locality is gradually being converted into a slum like 
situation, he claimed. He pleaded the commission that the SBCA should be directed to withdraw the 
illegal NOCs it had granted to such buildings and stop any constructions on the plots in the neighborhood. 
(The Express Tribune 13, 31/01/2017) 
 

LG minister blames MQM for Karachi’s poor municipal state 
 
The local government minister told the Sindh Assembly on Monday that the municipal affairs of Karachi 
had worsened during the time when the opposition Muttahida Qaumi Movement was running the now 

defunct city-district government as thousands of party activists and supporters were 
hired as municipal employees. 
 
Responding to call-attention notices of the opposition legislators, Jam Khan Shoro 
said the municipal system of the city was in shambles as in year 2002, the number of 

municipal staffers was just 13,000 and that increased to 60,000 in year 2010 when the MQM‘s mayor was 
running the then city district government. 
 
He added that a Rs 500 million special grant provided by the provincial government to the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation every year was spent paying the salaries of municipal staffers. 
 
The minister said the task of cleaning and de-silting storm-water drains in the city was launched with a 
special grant of Rs 500 million and the mayor of Karachi would now himself supervise this operation. 
 
He said the district municipal corporations in the city were responsible for the disposal of household 
waste. 
 
―After taking charge, the Karachi mayor is himself overseeing the sanitation affairs of the city,‖ he added. 
 
Speaking on the handing over of the garbage disposal task in the East and South districts in the city to a 
Chinese company, the provincial minister said the contracts for this purpose were signed after the elected 
councils of the two districts had passed resolutions supporting the new system. 
 
He said only after the councils of East and South districts had passed the resolutions, the provincial 
government had decided to award the contract of solid waste management to the Chinese firm. He said 
the machinery of the Chinese firm had arrived at the Karachi port. 
 
He said the councils of the districts of Korangi and Central in the city - dominated by MQM 
representatives - should also pass similar resolutions so that sanitation and garbage disposal affairs in 
the city could be further improved. 
 
The minister also informed the House that two schemes under the Annual Development Programme were 
in progress to improve the sewerage system and the road network in Saddar. The first phase of the 
schemes will start by June, 2017 and they will be completed by the end of the current year. 
(The News 13, 31/01/2017 
 

City council approves 10-month KMC budget amid opposition boycott 
 

All the opposition parties in the city council boycotted the Tuesday session, which was summoned to 
approve the 10-month budget of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), in protest against the ruling 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) for not giving them ample time to debate its financial details. 
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―We got the agenda of the day just two hours before the house was called to order and the chair did not 
allow us time to discuss the budget threadbare,‖ said Karamullah Waqasi, leader of the opposition in the 
city council, after the boycott. 
 
The house was initially presided over by Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar, who allowed the budget for 10 
months [September 2016 to June 2017] to be presented in the house for approval. The chair, however, 
suspended the proceedings for five minutes and left to attend a more important unscheduled meeting. 
 
The latter proceedings were conducted with Deputy Mayor Dr Arshad Vohra in the chair. Mr Waqasi and 
other leaders of the opposition parties said the mayor should have formally informed the council before 
taking leave. 
 
The chair said the budget had been officially presented by the KMC administrator before the mayor‘s 
swearing in to office in June 2016. However, it was a legal requirement that the council should approve 
the budget. ―It is not a new document,‖ said Dr Vohra. He explained that it had already been ―passed by 
the Sindh government and it is being presented before the house with minor amendments for approval. 
The next budget will be prepared and presented by us and it will be fully debated, as it had been in the 
past.‖ 
 
Mr Waqasi said the Rs22 million surplus budget, which had Rs23.848 billion earnings and Rs23.826bn 
expenditure, should have been shared with every member of the 300-plus-strong council a week or two 
prior to the session. 
 
―It shows the bad intentions on the part of those who are ruling the KMC,‖ he said. 
 
Several other opposition members echoed the sentiments of the opposition leader belonging to the 
Pakistan Peoples Party who later joined hands and boycotted the session. 
 
However, half-a-dozen lawmakers belonging to the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, mostly from Lyari, 
opted not to join the fellow opposition members. 
 
The members gathered at the portico of the imposing British-era KMC building and chanted slogans 
against the ruling party.  
Meanwhile, the city council gave approval to the KMC budget.  
 
Besides, the council approved 10 different resolutions which were presented in the house. 
 
One of the resolutions asked the Sindh government to devolve to the KMC all those departments which 
had been devolved earlier in accordance with Article 140-A of the Constitution; and also hand over other 
departments to the KMC, including the building control authority, KWSB and solid waste management 
board, which had previously been with the municipal authority.  
 
The council further demanded that financial resources be distributed justifiably and according to 
parameters like population of Karachi and its problems. 
 
Threat to mayor’s life 
The council approved another resolution demanding that in view of serious threats to the life of Karachi 
Mayor Waseem Akhtar he should be provided with foolproof security with increased law-enforcement 
staff. 
 
It recommended provision of a special security squad to enable the mayor to serve the city to his full 
potential. Through another resolution, the house demanded that the government sanction honoraria for 
the mayor, deputy mayor, DMC chairmen, vice chairmen and members of the city, district and union 
councils. Rs100,000 was recommended for the mayor, Rs75,000 for his deputy, Rs60,000 for a DMC 
chairman, Rs45,000 for a vice chairman, Rs40,000 for a city council member, Rs30,000 for a DMC 
council member and Rs15,000 for a union committee member. 



 
The council also requested the Sindh government to provide offices to the chairmen of union councils in 
the city. It said a number of such offices were razed on the grounds that they had been built illegally on 
parks and government lands. It said 40pc of union committees were without offices, which negatively 
affected their functioning. The house also approved a resolution to name the newly constructed 
underpass near Golimar after renowned artist Sadequain (Syed Sadequain Ahmed Naqvi).  
 
It was approved through another resolution that the municipal commissioner be given this authority by 
making amendment in the municipal law to recommend the participation of any council member, mayor or 
deputy mayor in the council meeting in police escort from jail in case they were behind bars. 
 
The council also offered fateha for late governor Justice Saeed-uz-Zaman Siddiqui. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 25/01/2017) 

 
Revised KMC budget causes outrage in city council session 

 
Opposition walks out when denied debate on surplus financial statement of Rs220m 
Outrage dominated the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) city council session on Tuesday, with 
the opposition walking out of the meeting because they were denied a debate over the revised KMC 
budget for the current fiscal year. 
 
The session started with Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar in chair, but 10 minutes later he had to leave for 
an urgent meeting so Deputy Mayor Dr Arshad Vohra took over. 
 
When Vohra put the surplus budget of Rs220 million to the vote, it was unanimously passed by the 
treasury benches. The opposition members demanded a detailed discussion over the financial statement, 
but the deputy mayor denied it. 
 
The opposition then tore their copies of the budget and walked out of the session. A few independent 
members, however, remained seated because the protesters could not win them over. 
 
Jamaat-e-Islami‘s Junaid Mukati complained that the opposition was not taken into confidence before 
presenting the budget. Vohra told him that the revised financial statement had already been approved by 
the previous KMC administrator. 
 
Mukati insisted that the budget still warranted a debate and pushed for discussing it in the next session, 
adding that the mayor had assured every party that they would be taken on board as regards 
development works in the city. 
 
The JI member also objected to the financial statement being called ―surplus‖ and said it should have 
been ―deficit‖. But Vohra reiterated that the budget had already been approved six months ago by the 
former administrator. 
 
A union council member from Lyari Town, Tajuddin, lashed out at the Sindh government and said the 
Agra Taj Colony and Bihar Colony neighbourhoods were facing multiple civic problems. ―Our rights are 
being usurped.‖ 
 
He also raised the issue of UC members without offices. Appreciating his views, the treasury benches 
said the Muttahida Qaumi Movement would support them and resolve all the civic issues. 
  
Resolutions 
Before the KMC‘s city council session was prorogued, the meeting passed around a dozen unanimous 
resolutions. Besides approving the budget, the members passed a resolution for providing foolproof 
security to the mayor because they feared he was under threat. 
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The city council approved raising the mayor‘s salary to Rs100,000, the deputy mayor‘s to Rs75,000, the 
district chairmen‘s to Rs60,000, the district vice-chairmen‘s to Rs45,000, the city council members‘ to 
Rs40,000, the district municipal corporation members‘ to Rs30,000 and UC members‘ to Rs15,000. 
 
A resolution for providing UC chairmen with offices so they could serve the people in a dignified manner 
also met no resistance. The city council approved allowing the municipal commissioner to appoint a KMC 
cadre chief engineer (civil) of grade 20. 
 
The members passed a resolution to allow the municipal corporation to dispose of hospital waste, as well 
as approved the proposal to name the under-construction underpass below Altaf Barelvi Road as Syed 
Sadequain Ahmed underpass. 
 
The city council passed another resolution demanding that the KMC be handed over complete authority 
before the devolution had taken place. 
 
Mohammed Arif Khan Advocate accused the Sindh government and the Pakistan Peoples Party‘s top 
leaders of stripping the municipal body of its powers. 
 
He demanded that the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board, the Karachi Building Control Authority and 
other local government institutions be brought within the mayor‘s purview. 
 
He said that under the Sindh Local Government Act 2013, it was expedient to establish an elected LG 
system to devolve the political, administrative and financial responsibilities to the elected representatives 
of the local bodies to promote good  
governance, effective delivery of services and transparent decision-making through institutionalised 
participation of the people at the local level. 
 
The city council also passed a resolution that if a member was behind bars, he should be allowed to 
attend the council‘s session with the permission of the municipal commissioner. 
(By Fasahat Mohiuddin The News 13, 25/01/2017) 
 

Civic depts be given under mayor’s control, Waseem tells commission 
 
If there is to be any improvement in the functioning of Karachi‘s municipal departments, their control must 

be transferred to the city mayor. Only when that is done could the mayor be held 
responsible and accountable for their performance and issues. 
 
These were Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar‘s comments at Thursday‘s hearing of 
the judicial commission constituted to probe Sindh‘s water and sanitation issues. 
 

Mayor Akhtar said there was a shortage of potable water in Karachi and the poor distribution system 
further aggravated the situation as the city‘s tail areas were not receiving any supply. 
 
 He also highlighted the unchecked construction of high-rises and multi-storey buildings as a contributing 
factor to the city‘s water and sanitation problems. The mayor stated that no government body was 
monitoring the illegal growth of these high-rises and the Sindh Building Control Authority was approving 
building plans without proper water and sanitation arrangements. 
 
Akhtar also identified illegal hydrants as one of the main causes for Karachi‘s water shortage. 
 
 On sanitation issues, he submitted that the sewerage system of the city had gone from bad to worse and, 
as a result, a number of roads and streets can been seen inundated with sewage. 
 
He said that drains have been encroached upon and no notice was being taken against any one and, if at 
all, action was only being taken against the poor and the rich were easily exonerated. The mayor cited the 



example of a private university which, according to him, has been built on encroached land of the Neher-
e-Khayyam. 
 
He stated that the departments concerned with municipal services were working independently of any 
central command. Akhtar suggested that all these departments be placed under the control of the city 
mayor to bring about an improvement, as only then could the mayor be held responsible for their 
functioning. 
 
The petitioner, Shahab Usto, pointed out that at the time when Mustafa Kamal was the city‘s mayor, a 
certain agreement was executed between the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the now defunct 
City District Government Karachi as a result of which certain plots allocated for treatment plants were 
leased out illegally. 
 
He said the city government be asked to submit its view in this regard, to which Mayor Akhtar undertook 
to file a statement on such point with specific references to the problems and potential solutions. 
 
Pak Sarzameen Party leader Syed Hafeezuddin submitted that industries were being supplied water 
illegally in connivance with KWSB officials. 
 
On the issue of illegal hydrants, DIG and SSP West submitted that illegal hydrants were running under 
the umbrella of the KWSB.  
 
They submitted that police took action against miscreants but KWSB officials were reluctant to come 
forward to register cases against the people involved in the illegal hydrant business. 
 
The DIG West submitted that only eight FIRs were registered although, according to him, the problem 
was far more in scale and intensity. 
 
Similarly, the DIG East submitted that police was taking action against illegal hydrants and three cases 
had been registered.  
 
Regarding the illegal lifting of sand from the Malir River, he said that police has registered 11 FIRs and 
assured the commission that check posts would be established to thwart the practice. 
 
The comments by police officials were contested by the managing director of KWSB who submitted that it 
was the police that failed to act when water board officials registered complaints regarding operation of 
illegal hydrants. 
 
To this, the commission directed the DIG West to initiate action against illegal hydrants without waiting for 
any complaint by the KWSB. 
 
Moreover, former president of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Zubair Motiwala, 
submitted that combined effluent treatment plants were only the solution for industrial waste disposal. He 
said it was not feasible for every industrial unit to have treatment plants as many industries did not 
produce toxic effluent. Thus, he said, the order for treatment units could not be enforced across the 
board. 
 
Also, representatives of DMC Central, East, West, South, Malir and Korangi have filed their statements on 
issue of solid waste management. The KMC commissioner sought time to submit a report with regards to 
alleged encroachment of 40 acres of land at a treatment plant in Mehmoodabad and another 50 acres of 
land allotted to KMC by the KWSB for residential purposes. 
Advertisement 
(By Jamal Khurshid The News 13, 03/02/2017) 
 
 
 



Battle erupts between KDA and KMC over charged parking 
 

A tug of war to collect fees from charged parking from various city areas has started between the two 
subordinate organisations of the Sindh local government department the Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation (KMC) and the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) it has emerged. 
 
Due to this tussle people would suffer as soon, staffers of both the KMC and the KDA would start 
collecting fees from parking spaces and they would not know which collector was collecting fees legally 
and which was not. 
 
Sources said both organisations claim that they have the right to collect the parking fees and accusethe 
other of encroaching on its jurisdiction. 
 
Sources also revealed that though the issue had been discussed in a meeting presided over by the local 
government minister and later in another meeting chaired by the local government secretary, both 
organisations continue to claim the right to collect the parking fees. 
 
The issue gained momentum a few days back when the KMC published an advertisement in the media 
offering 38 sites for charged parking and invited contractors to submit their offers. The KDA reacted 
instantly and termed the publication of the advertisement as illegal. 
 
Responding to Dawn, the KDA spokesperson said the auction for the collection of charged parking fees 
from 28 of the 38 sites by the KMC was illegal as those were located within the KDA areas and the KDA 
alone had the jurisdiction to collect the parking fees. 
 
He said that the minister as well as the local government secretary had issued clear instructions to 
theKMC in that regard through a letter (DLG/4(7)/2017/097) and that the people should not get 
`misguided` through such advertisements. 
 
The KDA, he said, was already in the process of finalising the contracts of the contractors who would be 
awarded the task of collecting fees from these parking spaces. 
 
The official further maintained that the KDA had never remained a part of the KMC and even during the 
days of the city district government and after that, till June 2016 when the KDA was restored, the KDA 
had been performing its duties/tasks under its rules. 
 
He further made it clear that under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO) 2013 responsibilities 
of the KMC, mayor, and deputy mayor were clearly mentioned and they had nothing to do with the KDA`s 
affairs. 
 
Meanwhile, responding to Dawn`s queries, the KMC spokesperson said that under the law the KDA was 
not authorised to col-lect charged parking fees and that the minister as well as the secretary for local 
government had also issued clear instructions through a Jan 17, 2017 letter. 
 
He said that only the KMC had the authority to receive/collect charged parking fees under the law. 
 
The sources said that the Jan 17 letter of local government director Farooq A. Siddiqui to the KMC and 
the district municipal corporations says that `... it has been decided that the KMC is authorised to levy and 
collect charged parking fees from roads maintained by KMC and similarly the DMCs are authorised to 
levy and collect charged parking fees from roads maintained by DMCs. The KDA can collect parking fees 
from places/properties owned by KDA subject to observance of relevant rules/ regulations. 
 
`In view of the above, the KMC and DMCs are advised to proceed further into the matter in light of 
provisions of the Sindh Local Government Act 2013 and the Sindh Council (imposition, assessment, 
collection and administration of taxes, rates, tolls and fees) Rules 2016 notified by the local government 
department vide notification SOA (LG)/4(34)/2014, dated May 6, 2016, adds the letter. 



(By Bhagwandas Dawn 18, 19/02/2017) 

 
Mayor urges CM not to deduct power bills from KMC’s OZT share 

 
Terming it ‗irrational‘ and ‗unjust‘, Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar on Wednesday asked Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah to take back his approval given to a recent summary regarding deduction of 
Rs1.269 billion from the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s share in the Octroi and Zila Tax (OZT). 
 
The chief minister approved the recommendation of the provincial finance ministry recently, which said: 
―An amount of Rs1.269bn will be deducted through 48 monthly instalments [Rs26.454 million per month] 
from the KMC‘s OZT share. The deduction has been initiated since the release of the KMC OZT share for 
the current month ie February 2017. 
 
―The decision of payment of K-Electric (KE) dues on behalf of KMC is quite irrational as the finance 
department, Sindh, neither bothered to take opinion from KMC nor the longstanding claim of KMC 
amounting to Rs7.071bn against K-Electric was even considered,‖ said Mr Akhtar. 
 
―As stated above,‖ he added, the KMC had been pursuing the KE for its outstanding dues, but the 
government of Sindh ―arbitrarily decided to pay KE an amount of Rs1.269bn and entailed on KMC 
monthly deductions of Rs26.454m, which was against all the principles and ethics‖. 
 
Advertisement 
A Sindh government spokesman, however, said deduction from the OZT against electricity bills was a 
standard practice, which the government had adopted for all the municipalities in the city and the rest of 
the province. 
 
The city mayor, however, attached a summary of the KMC‘s claim against the KE, which showed the KE 
owing more than Rs7bn to the city‘s supreme municipality. Such claims are against the cost of land or 
land rent, electric poles with one rupee per pole, electric cables with one rupee per metre length and 
octroi claim regarding import duty or surcharge. More than Rs3bn and Rs3.647bn are owed by KE to the 
KMC in the heads of fees on electric cables and octroi claim, respectively, said Mr Akhtar. 
 
KMC cash crunch 
―The deduction is being made when the KMC is already facing acute financial crises and even there is a 
shortage of funds in monthly disbursement of salaries to KMC employees,‖ he said, adding that the Sindh 
finance ministry had already distributed the KMC‘s OZT share among the district municipal corporations 
[DMCs] ‗without any formula‘ and protected the salaries of devolved departments ―forcing the KMC to 
bear the shortfall in salaries of its employees‖. 
 
―In the same way,‖ he added, ―on devolution of the Karachi Development Authority [KDA], their salaries 
were protected by diverting Rs200m per month from the KMC‘s grant-in-aid while the requirement of KMC 
for disbursement of salaries was deliberately neglected‖. 
 
Mayor Akhtar said the ‗injustice‘ with the KMC was further compounded when the DMCs were given 
complete protection of their salaries while the KMC was left to meet their [DMCs‘] pension payments. 
 
―In addition to that, the shares of major local taxes [advertisement and property taxes] have also been 
entrusted to DMCs, which was another financial blow to KMC.‖ 
 
He said the KDA never was the recipient of grant-in-aid or OZT, yet, when the KDA was segregated from 
the KMC, Rs200m was cut from the KMC‘s Rs500m grant-in-aid, ―which was a very discriminatory act‖. 
 
Mr Akhtar requested the chief minister to withdraw the implementation of the summary, which CM Shah 
approved in November ‗with immediate effect‘. 
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The mayor also demanded that Mr Shah should preside over a meeting with Mr Akhtar, the local 
government minister and secretaries for finance and local government to decide ―KMC‘s rightful share 
upfront to make the municipal body a functional entity‖. 
 
A KMC spokesperson said the mayor‘s letter had been sent to the chief minister. 
 
A Sindh government spokesperson said the CM‘s secretariat had not yet received the letter. He said the 
government deducted a small part of the OZT shares of the KMC and other municipalities in the city to 
pay their power bills and normally that too were reconciled after every six months. 
 
He said the Sindh government paid Rs500m as a special grant to the KMC and it was time for the 
municipal body to improve its resources with proactive approach. 
 
―Normally, the KMC falls short of achieving its annual tax targets, which should be improved,‖ the 
government spokesperson added.  
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 02/03/2017) 
 

‘Unfair resource distribution an injustice to municipal bodies’ 
 
PA opposition leader wants newly formed PFC to convene its first meeting 

The opposition leader in the Sindh Assembly wrote to the chief minister on 
Wednesday to complain that the Provincial Finance Commission (PFC), which was 
formed three months ago, was yet to convene its maiden meeting. 
 
Khawaja Izharul Hassan of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan informed CM 
Syed Murad Ali Shah about the ―injustices meted out to municipal agencies in the 

province because of unfair distribution of financial resources‖. 
 
Hassan said that since the PFC had not convened its first meeting to date, anxiety and commotion had 
taken root among the municipal agencies of Sindh, including Karachi. 
 
Disbursement of salaries and pensions to employees of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and district 
municipal corporations as well as repairs and development projects had been delayed, he added. 
 
―For the financial year 2016-17 funds were distributed to Karachi under a provisional formula,‖ he wrote. 
―But under this distribution formula, the fiscal needs of the municipal agencies were completely ignored, 
whereas there has been no considerable increase in financial assistance under the head of octroi & zila 
tax. Owing to which the municipal agencies have been facing acute difficulties in discharging their duties, 
whereas development projects have also been badly affected. The municipal agencies have also been 
facing difficulties in preparing budget for the next financial year.‖ 
 
On the basis of the problems he mentioned in his letter to the CM, Hassan advised urgently convening 
the PFC‘s meeting, hoping that ―the maiden session should resolve the problems of the municipal 
agencies on an emergency basis by releasing funds to them.  
 
In such a manner the elected municipal bodies would be fully activated, enabling them to fulfil their 
obligations for public service‖. 
 
After completion of the system of local government in the province, with elected representatives taking 
charge of the municipal organisations, the Sindh government had reconstituted the much awaited PFC 
after a gap of eight years on November 24 last year for distribution of fiscal resources among district 
administrations of the province. 
 
According to a government notification, the PFC is headed by the finance minister as its chairman, which 
means the chief executive, who holds the additional portfolio of the finance department, is in charge of the 
fiscal body. The LG minister is the co-chairperson. 
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Other members include MPA Makhdoom Rafiquz Zaman (nominated by the leader of the house in the 
provincial legislature), MPA Faisal Ali Subzwari, the finance secretary, the LG secretary, the planning & 
development secretary, the Karachi mayor, Sukkur Mayor Arsalan Shaikh, Jacobabad District Council 
Chairman Panah Odho and Jacobabad Municipal Committee Chairman Khalid Soomro. 
 
Being relevant professionals from the private sector, Iqbal Hussain Shah (former director of the Sindh 
Local Government Board) and Ashraf Wasti are also members of the commission. 
 
The terms of reference for the PFC include determining obligatory and priority expenditure of the local 
bodies and formulation of a divisible pool for distribution of resources. 
 
The fiscal body will prepare benchmarks of revenues and expenditures as well as revenue and 
expenditure projections for the local governments so they are consistent with their respective mandates 
as envisaged by the Sindh Local Government Act 2013 and their powers to levy and collect taxes. 
 
The commission will propose criteria and formula for vertical distribution of resources between the 
provincial and local governments, and adopt fiscal distribution criteria and formula as well as mechanism 
for horizontal distribution between local councils. 
 
The PFC will correct inter-regional disparities by means of equalisation grants from the Sindh government 
to economically weaker local councils, subject to availability of resources. 
 
The commission will suggest parameters for achieving fiscal discipline to maintain appropriate fiscal 
balance at the provincial and local councils, and furnish its recommendations to the CM for consideration 
and approval. 
(The News 13, 02/03/2017) 
 

Mayor asks CM to transfer six civic agencies to KMC 
 

Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar has asked Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah to transfer six civic 
agencies and services to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. 
 
In a letter to the CM, Akhtar said the Solid Waste Management, the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board, 
the Building Control Authority, the Karachi Development Authority, the Master Plan Development & Town 
Planning, and the Urban Transport & Mass Transit should be handed over to the KMC due to their 
essentially municipal nature. 
 
The mayor said his demand was in exercise of the powers conferred to the government by Section 74(b) 
of the Sindh Local Government Act 2013 as it ensured transfer of functions from the council to the 
government and vice versa. ―Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in 
force, the government may transfer the management and control of any institution or service maintained 
by government to a council,‖ he quoted the section while requesting the CM to approve the proposed 
transfer. 
 
The mayor said Karachi was the financial capital of the country and the seventh largest megapolis of the 
world. ―But it is unfortunately deprived of essential municipal functions such as urban planning, including 
housing and town planning, regulation of land use and construction of buildings, water supply and 
sanitation, conservancy and solid waste management, and the urban transport and the mass transit 
programmes, which are essentially municipal and remained part of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation.‖ 
 
He said Karachi was ethnically and demographically was the most diverse city of the country and due to 
its political alignment it was not duly represented in the federal and the provincial governments. ―This 
situation is likely to remain so in future, the only opportunity for inhabitant of Karachi to articulate their 
aspirations is available at local levels, and if the local level is not properly empowered the sense of 
deprivation will further increase.‖ 



 
He said the constitutional development from encouragement of the local government institutions (Article 
32) to a constitutional duty (Article 140A) to establish the local government systems was a marked 
departure from the past. ―The creation of the local governments based on the constitutional directive to 
devolve political, administrative and financial responsibility and authority to the elected representatives of 
the local government is a giant leap forward. Article 140A does not envision the local government to be a 
nominal or residual or merely symbolic anymore but a real empowered stakeholder and a breeding 
ground for deeper and more public responsive politics.‖ 
(The News 19, 10/03/2017) 
 

Mayor asks Sindh govt to return six civic bodies to KMC 
 
City Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Thursday asked Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah to transfer six premier 
civic agencies and services to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation as their nature is essentially local or 
municipal. 
 
He said in exercise of the powers conferred to the government under Section74(b) of the Sindh Local 
Government Act 2013, Solid Waste Management, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, Building Control 
Authority, Karachi Development Authority, Master Plan Development and Town Planning, and Urban 
Transport and Mass Transit be transferred to the KMC. 
 
He requested the chief minister to approve the transfer of the civic agencies to the KMC. 
 
Despite being the country‘s financial and commercial capital and the world‘s seventh largest metropolis, 
Karachi ―is unfortunately deprived of essential municipal functions such as: urban planning including 
housing and town planning, regulation of land use and construction of buildings, water supply and 
sanitation, conservancy and solid waste management and urban transport and mass transit which are 
essentially local/municipal and remained part of the KMC,‖ explained the mayor. 
 
He argued that demographic configuration determined the structure of the state; to satisfy each significant 
group of people, their participation in the administration/affairs of the state was essential. ―Different tiers 
of the government ie federal, provincial and local offer this opportunity to every substantial group of 
people; some are accommodated at federal level others at provincial level and remaining at the local 
level, thus satisfying them all,‖ he explained. 
 
The mayor said Karachi was ethnically or demographically a diverse city but ―due to its political alignment, 
it is not duly represented in the federal and provincial governments and this situation is likely to remain so 
in future‖. The only opportunity for inhabitants of Karachi to articulate their aspirations was available at the 
local level, and if it was not properly empowered the sense of deprivation would further increase, he 
added. 
 
He said the constitutional development from encouragement of local government institutions (Article 32) 
to a constitutional duty (Article 140A) to establish the local government systems was a marked departure 
from the past. 
 
―The creation of local governments based on constitutional directive to devolve political, administrative 
and financial responsibility and authority to the elected representatives of the local government is a giant 
leap forward. Article 140A does not envision the local government to be nominal or residual or merely 
symbolic anymore but a real empowered stakeholder and a breeding ground for deeper and more public 
responsive politics.‖ 
 
He said local government literally meant management of local affairs by the people of the locality. It was 
based on the principle that local problems and needs could best be addressed by local people rather than 
by the federal or provincial governments. ―The local government level offers the closest thing to 
widespread consultation and participation.‖ 
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The mayor said the local government institutions should be empowered and given definite functions. ―The 
absence of the local authority will retard the development of the municipal relationship between citizens 
and the state,‖ he said. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 10/03/2017) 
 

City mayor to move Supreme Court to seek powers 
 

City Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Friday announced that he, along with a group of the heads of municipal 
bodies across the province, would move the Supreme Court to get the local bodies representatives the 
power theydeserved,afterallhisrequeststo thefederalandprovincial governments in this regard failed to 
bear fruit. 
 
`I have decided not to make any further request to the provincial and federal governments seeking power 
and resources for development works in Karachi. I will go to the Supreme Court to get justice, as the local 
government elections were held on the apex court`s order,` said the Karachimayor during a pacl(ed press 
conference, which lasted more than two hours, at the KMC building. 
 
`I am not alone [in demanding the J powers that I deserve, several others who head municipal bodies 
across Sindh want the same,` he said.The mayor, belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi MovementPakistan, 
claimed that he had been contacted even by the chairmen and vice chairmen belonging to the Pakistan 
Peoples Party from several other districts of Sindh. `They shared with me about the problems and 
hardships they have been facing due to the denial of power to them. They are all willing to join me in 
pursuing the court to get the rights that are extremely important for us. 
 
He said that had the Sindh government played its part well and sincerely, `I would not have been 
addressing this press conference. 
 
`They are neither doing anything that supports the municipal bodies, nor do they want me to do anything. 
One can only get real power by serving the people sincerely and efficiently. 
 
Karachi Deputy Mayor Dr Arshad Vohra, DMC Central Chairman Rehan Hashmi, DMC East Chairman 
Moeed Anwer, DMC Korangi Chairman Nayyar Raza, DMC South Vice Chairman Mansoor Shaikh, the 
DMC West administrator, and senior officers of the KMC were present at the press conference, which 
was essentially held to report performance of the KMC`s 100-day cleanliness drive. 
 
`Full marks` for cleanliness campaign About the cleanliness campaign, Mr Akhtar said he had launched 
the drive to clean areas in 21 union committees of Karachi. Keeping in view the available resources, `and 
our efforts and commitment, our performance in 100 days should get full marks`, he said. 
 
Mr Alchtar said the federal and Sindh governments neither provided required resources nor did they 
support the local bodies in the municipal works. 
 
The mayor also provided details of the cleanliness drive along with fumigation, road carpeting and related 
works which were carried out during the past 100 days in the districts of Karachi Central, East, West, 
South, Korangi and Malir by the municipal staff. 
 
`What we have done is just the beginning [of] a continuous journey that will not stop until we get all the 
problems of Karachi solved. 
 
Mr Akhtar gave the details of the contacts he made with the prime minister, the chief minister of Sindh, 
and the local government minister requesting them to provide funds and grants-in-aid for the metropolis to 
invest them in public welfare works. 
 
`By stopping me from doing all these works, they will only harm the interests of the people of Karachi. I 
will go to the last limit to get our legitimate rights. 
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He said his team of electe d representatives and he would 1(eep performing the works for the betterment 
of the city even with the present resources, however pathetically insufficient they were. `No wrongdoing 
will be allowed to happen now in Karachi and we will be highly vigilant against everything that triggers or 
encourages corruption,` he declared. 
 
The mayor appreciated the citizens `who are supporting us; while our youth are watching all this ardently. 
They know the game very well which is being played with the future of the city. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 11/03/2017) 
 

Members of 27 council committees elected unopposed 
 

The candidates of all the 27 council committees of the City Council Karachi were elected members 
unopposed during a session on Monday morning. 
 
The session, which was chaired by Mayor Waseem Akhtar in the Council Hall of the Karachi Municipal 
Corporation‘s building, also approved a resolution nominating Akhtar as chairman of the Coordination 
Committee of the council under Section 28(5) of the Sindh Councils (Conduct of Business) Rules 2016. 
 
Deputy Mayor Dr Arshad Abdullah Vohra and Municipal Commissioner Hanif Mohammad Merchawala 
also attended.  
 
The mayor congratulated all the members on winning the elections of the council committees, and said 
that ―we are all united‖ for resolving the city‘s issues. 
 
He asked that the committees should be made functional as soon as possible, and in this connection he 
said he would meet the parliamentary leaders of the council. 
 
The city council‘s parliamentary leader, Aslam Afridi, also congratulated the members of the coordination 
committees and said all parliamentary leaders would sit together for resolving the problems of the city. 
 
The council offered Fateha for the victims of last month‘s suicide attack on the shrine of Lal Shahbaz 
Qalandar in Sehwan and for the husband of former city Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil. The members also 
prayed for an early recovery of those injured in the Sehwan terrorist incident. 
 
The coordination committees include Administrative Affairs Committee, seven members; Finance 
Committee, seven members; Legal Affairs Committee, seven members; Media Management Committee, 
13 members; Parks Committee,15members; Veterinary Committee, 14 members; Land Committee, seven 
members; Katchi Abadies Committee, seven members; Estate Committee, seven members; Charged 
Parking Committee, seven members; Municipal Utility Charges Committee, seven members; Sports & 
Culture Committee, 15 members; Recreation Committee, 15 members; Medical Committee, 13 members; 
Mother & Child Health Committee, 13 members; Investment Promotion Committee, 13 members; Fire 
Brigade & Civil Defence Committee, 13 members; Health Committee, 13 members; Works Committee 
(Civil), 13 members; Works Committee (E&M), 13 members; Naming Committee, 15 members; 
Coordination Committee, 15 members; Ethics (Code of Conduct) Committee, 13 members; Planning & 
Development Committee, seven members; Education Coordination Committee, 13 members; Foreign 
Affairs Committee, 13 members; and Business Relations Committee, 13 members. 
(By Fasahat Mohiuddin The News 20, 21/03/2017) 
 

Mayor expresses concern over ‘curbing’ KMC’s lease power 
 
The Karachi Mayor expressed his serious reservations on Wednesday over a notification issued by the 
local government secretary on the issuing of property leases, describing it as a step to further curtail the 
powers of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. 
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The notification was issued on February 28 in connection with the Sindh Local Councils (Property) Rules, 
2017. 
 
Waseem Akhtar told The News that the notification, if approved by the Sindh chief minister Murad Ali 
Shah, would completely bring an end to KMC‘s sources of income. 
 
 ―In other words, it is an attempt to shut down the KMC,‖ he added. 
 
Akhtar said the new rules would allow exploitation of KMC properties through long-term lease. ―The 
properties will not be available to the KMC, now allowing it to enter into a commercial venture for raising 
municipal financial resources.‖ 
 
The mayor said in the larger interest of the KMC, he earnestly requested that certain amendments be 
introduced in the existing Local Council Property Rules 2017. 
 
The mayor said he believed that the incorporation of certain sub-rules was tantamount to curbing the 
financial resources of the KMC. 
 
―Collective wisdom is being sacrificed on individual bureaucratic wisdom in violation of the basic 
fundamental rights as guaranteed in the Constitution of the country. 
 
The mayor said he had suggested some amendments to the local government secretary through a 
communique. 
(By Fasahat Mohiuddin The News 13, 30/03/2017) 

 

Elections to KMC council committees completed 
 
The elections of 27 committees of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) councils have been 
completed. 
 
Presiding over a meeting on Thursday, Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar congratulated the chairmen and 
members.  
 
He said the elected members had the responsibly to perform their duties and work together for the 
betterment of the city. 
 
The elected members are Aslam Shah Afridi of the HRM admin affairs committee), Nadeem Hashmi of 
the finance committee, advocate Arif Khan of the legal affairs committee, Sabheen Ghori of the media 
management committee, Khurram Farhan of the parks committee, Muzammil Shah of the veterinary 
committee, Arshad Husain of the land committee, Sad bin Jaffer of the katchi abadi committee, Nasir 
Khan of the estate committee, M Mursaleen of the charged parking committee, Rahat Hussain of the 
MUCT committee, Aijaz Ahmed Khan of the sports & culture committee, Hanif Surti of the recreation 
committee, Naheed Fatima of the medical committee, Nabi Serwer of the mother & child health 
committee, Qaiser Imtiaz of the investment promotion committee, Aman Khan Afridi of the fire bregade 
committee, Abdus Samad of the health committee, Hassan Naqvi of the works civil committee, 
Khaliduddin of the E&M committee, Abdul Majeed of the naming committee),  Wasim Akhtar of the 
coordination committee, focal person Maryem Qureshi, Khurshid Afsar of the ethics committee, 
Munawwar Hussain of the P&D committee, M Firdous of the education coordinate committee, Ahsanullah 
of the foreign affair committee, and Waqas Iqbal of the business & relation committee. 
(The News 20, 07/04/2017) 
 

Mayor asks Sindh govt to ‘let KMC work’ 
 
Akhtar says he will raise Hub Dam water supply issue with Wapda; vows to make Bagh Ibne Qasim 
beautiful again 



Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar has once again urged the Sindh government to let the Karachi Municipal 
Corporation (KMC) work and provide it with powers and resources so that it could effectively work for the 
city. 
 
He made reiterated the request while addressing a press conference at Bagh Ibne Qasim in Clifton on 
Friday. He visited the public park days after the Sindh High Court stayed a decision of the provincial 
government to hand over the park to a private builder for renovation.  
 
The mayor announced that renovation work would be started and efforts made to ensure greenery in the 
park. 
 
Replying to a question about the K-IV bulk water supply project, he said he was not aware of the source 
where water for the project would come and who would use it. 
 
Referring to the K-III bulk water supply, he denied knowledge of where its water was going. About the S-
III Greater Sewerage project, he said: ―I am not aware where it exists.‖ 
 
Akhtar, who was elected mayor last year and has been critical of the provincial government for keeping 
him powerless, said that a lot of problems would have to be resolved in the park in the first phase, and 
then sand would be replaced so that grass, plants and flowers could be grown there. 
 
During the visit, the mayor was accompanied by senior parks officers, including Azad, who said water 
pipelines in Bagh Ibne Qasim had become choked in the past eight years and they had to be cleaned. An 
engineer told the mayor that underground electricity cables had been removed and the new ones would 
be required. 
 
Akhtar said that very soon all relevant officials would be held accountable for the neglecting the 
recreational spot. ―All departments have been ruined. Give me some time to re-organise things.‖ 
 
A top priority was to remove garbage from Bagh Ibne Qasim, he said, adding that his objective was to 
make the park beautiful for the citizens. 
 
The mayor said political leaders were also involved, besides administrators, in ruining the park over the 
past nine years. 
 
When his attention was drawn to the fact that most parks in the city were being used for commercial 
purposes and his chairmen were also involved, Akhtar vowed that all of them would be taken to task. 
 
He said he had come there after the court verdict. He added that he had held an in-house meeting in 
which he had decided to visit the park and start rehabilitation and renovation work with the KMC‘s limited 
resources. 
 
He said architects of the city were ready to help in revamping the park and he had invited them for this 
purpose. The mayor said he would also involve private parties but at a later stage. 
 
When asked to comment on former city Nazim Mustafa Kamal‘s allegations against him at a press 
conference on Thursday, the mayor said that at the moment he did not want to get entangled in other 
matters. ―Qeechar mein pathar nahi phenkna chahatay is waqt.‖ 
 
Answering the question if he would join the Pak Sarzameen Party since he himself was making the same 
demands that Mustafa Kamal was making, Akhtar said all the elected political parties of the city were with 
him. 
 
Replying to a query about the Hub Dam water supply row with the Water and Power Development 
Authority, he said he would take up the issue with the relevant authorities very soon. 
(By Fasahat Mohiuddin The News 20, 08/04/2017 
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KMC had leased out 15,000 acres instead of the approved 5,000 
 
Residents have built houses by cutting hill similar 
to the case of Katti Pahari in Orangi Town 
A probe into the death of five people Thursday in the Ittehad Town landslide has revealed that the 
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had illegally leased out 15,000 acres in the area against the approved 
5,000 acres. 
 
As per land records, the Sindh Board of Revenue has approved a lease plan of 5,000 acres in Gulshan-e-
Ghazi, Block-A of Ittehad Town, but the KMC had leased out 15,000 acres. 
 
After receiving the lease documents, people had encroached upon the hill there and constructed houses 
after massive cutting. The KMC was written letters for leasing out additional land against the approved 
plan, but its land department had not bothered to respond. 
 
The situation of Gulshan-e-Ghazi, Ittehad Town is no different than that in Katti Pahari, Orangi Town. 
 
People have built houses by cutting hills. The residents of encroached structures in both areas were 
granted lease by the KMC and they there are enjoying all basic facilities. 
 
A similar incident had occurred in Gulshan-e-Ghazi last year when a boulder had fallen during mining but 
no loss of life or property was reported. 
 
When the reason behind the inaction of the anti-encroachment cell there was explored, it was found that 
the area was previously known as a ―grey part‖ of the city where law enforcement agencies killed many 
outlaws in encounters. Out of fear, the AEC appears to reluctant to send its staff there. 
 
Talking to The News, Deputy Commissioner (West) Muhammad Asif Jameel confirmed that the KMC had 
given 15,000 acres in Gulshan-e-Ghazi Block-A against the approved plan of 5,000 acres. 
 
When he was asked about the lack of action there to stop encroachment, the commissioner said the 
occupants were warned of action but they had justified their occupation by saying that the KMC had 
leased out the land. 
 
 ―The record available with the DC West office shows that the KMC was written letters even before my 
appointment over the illegal allocation, but its officials didn‘t respond,‖ he added. 
 
 ―The AEC was also written letters to take action against the illegal constructions, but the department 
didn‘t bother to take action.‖ 
 
On the law and order situation and the fear factor, the commissioner said the place where the landslide 
occurred was among the troubled areas of the district during the polio vaccination drive. 
 
―The residents don‘t even open the doors to have their children vaccinated.‖ 
 
AEC SSP Dr Farooq when approached for comments said he was unaware of the illegal occupation in 
Gulshan-e-Ghazi. ―I have taken charge of the office six months ago and haven‘t received any request 
from deputy commissioner (West) to take action against the illegal constructions,‖ he added. 
 
Arif Aziz, the SP Keamari who had served as the AEC SSP for two-and-half years before the appointment 
of Dr Farooq, maintained that he had not received any directives to start a drive against illegal 
constructions in Gulshan-e-Ghazi. 
(By Aamir Majeed The News 16, 10/04/2017) 
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KMC schemes to be included in next Sindh ADP discussed 
 

Mayor of Karachi Wasim Akhtar chaired a meeting on Wednesday in his office in which several city 
schemes which would be included in the provincial Annual Development Programme (ADP) for the next 
fiscal year were discussed, officials said. 
 
They said certain priority schemes for six districts of Karachi came under discussion in which their 
modalities were specified and details were considered. 
 
Mr Akhtar expressed his desire that maximum uplift works should be carried out in every district of 
Karachi.  
 
He urged the district administrations to make sure that a better and comprehensive priority list for the next 
ADP was approved for the city. 
 
He said any priority work other than the list compiled could also be added in the final priority list. 
 
He said chairmen of the district municipal corporations and other elected city leaders must focus on the 
actual need of the people of the respective district. 
 
The officials said the schemes to be included in the provincial ADP (2017-18) included the works of 
construction and uplift of roads, storm-water drains and installation and repairs of streetlights, 
replacement of water and sewerage mains, repairs and maintenance of bridges and underpasses and 
other such works.  
 
Besides, provincial ADP schemes for KMC departments also came under discussion which included 
provision of streetlight lifter, major electrification works at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and other KMC 
healthcare facilities, provision of generators, establishment of mobile food testing laboratory, provision of 
CT scan machine, construction of model graveyard in Surjani Town and extension of KMC graveyards, 
upgrading of KMC machinery pool depot, laying of AstroTurf in the hockey stadium of KMC Sports 
Complex, construction of KMC Engineering Complex, enhancement of KMC fire brigade, construction of 
KMC council hall and secretariat, and construction of boundary wall and jogging track around Hill Park.  
 
The mayor urged the departmental heads to ensure that the directives were followed on an immediate 
basis.  
 
He said all such works must be carried out on a priority basis, which would benefit citizens whom the 
elected members represented in municipal bodies. 
(Dawn 18, 13/04/2017) 
 

MQM-P moves SC to wrest KMC’s control back from Sindh govt 
 

The MQM-Pakistan and the mayor of Karachi filed a petition in the Supreme Court on Thursday to wrest 
control of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) back from the Sindh government.  
 
The petition has been filed by barrister Farogh Naseem on behalf of MQM-P‘s convener Dr Farooq 
Sattar, Mayor of Karachi Wasim Akhtar and some senior MQM-P leaders.  
 
In addition to taking back control of the KMC, the MQM-P also requested the Supreme Court through a 
petition to order the Sindh government‘s authorities concerned to release Rs29.36 billion as the KMC‘s 
share of the Octroi Zila Tax (OZT) along with the mark-up etc.  
 
―In view of the political realities, it is imperative that the Supreme Court should pass corrective orders so 
that the Sindh local government institutions are empowered,‖ the petition pleaded.  
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―Since 2008 till date, an amount of Rs1,227bn has been allocated by the Sindh government for the 
Annual Development Programme (ADP), but hardly any funds from ADP [have] ever been allocated for 
urban Sindh and even the amount earmarked for rural Sindh has also been eaten away entirely,‖ the 
petition alleged.  
 
It further said that the PPP government legislated the Sindh Local Government Act, 2013, on Sept 16, 
2013, to take over the control of devolved departments by amending Sections 74 and 75 of the act in 
violation of Article 140-A of the Constitution as municipal functions could not be taken over by the 
provincial government or be given to any other body or authority under its control.  
 
―Thus the provincial government has abused the 2013 act by making a parallel statute, rules and 
regulations to usurp the power of the local governments,‖ the petition alleged.  
 
It requested the Supreme Court to order the Sindh government and its departments concerned to 
immediately release due share of funds to local governments of Sindh, especially the KMC, from 2008 till 
date along with the mark-up as well as funds of the Annual Development Programme.  
 
Secretaries of the cabinet division, finance, chief secretary, secretaries of Sindh local government, Sindh 
Assembly, provincial law department as well as leaders of the Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians 
have been named as respondents in the petition.  
 
OZT share 
The OZT share of KMC, according to the petition, came to about Rs60.34bn in eight years from 2008 to 
2016, but the KMC received only Rs30.9bn, hence the KMC was entitled to be given the remaining 
amount of Rs29.4bn which had been retained illegally by the Sindh government.  
 
The petition said that the OZT did not form part of the Divisible Pool under Clause 7 of the Presidential 
Order No V of 2010 that dealt with the distribution of revenues and grants among provincial governments.  
 
The petition argued that the functions of building control ie construction laws and town planning were also 
municipal functions and ought to be devolved to the local governments, but under the 2013 act these 
functions had been vested in the departments working under the Sindh government.  
 
Similarly, the petition said, matters pertaining to land control, planning, leasing and other aspects of land 
including land development were also municipal functions and, therefore, should be devolved to local 
governments.  
 
The petition prayed to the Supreme Court to declare as illegal and without jurisdiction Section 3 of the 
KDA (Revival and Amending) Act 2016, Sections 74 and 75 of the 2013 act, and similar dispensations in 
other statues.  
 
The petition requested the Supreme Court to declare that the mayor of Karachi was empowered to 
exercise authority under Section 4 of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979, under the local 
government institutions.  
(By Nasir Iqbal Dawn 17, 28/04/2017) 
 

KMC hospital at Nipa to be made functional 
 

Mayor of Karachi Wasim Akhtar on Friday said he had been assured by the top provincial official in the 
health ministry that health facilities were being improved for citizens in the capital of Sindh on priority. 
 
The mayor had a meeting with health secretary Fazlullah Pechuho at his of fice in the KMC building in 
which the latter assured him that the Sindh government would leave no stone unturned in pro-viding 
health facilities to residents of Karachi. 
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During the meeting, they decided to take steps to make the 400-bed hospital of the KMC at Nipa 
functional, which had been dormant for a long while due to red tape. 
 
A spokesperson for the mayor`s office said the health secretary spoke about his ministry`s efforts vis-a-
vis increasing incidence of chikungunya, dengue and malaria and assured Mr Akhtar that the Sindh 
government would fully cooperate with the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation in data monitoring system 
forthose diseases and increasing awareness among the people of the diseases. 
 
The mayor said his administration, despite the limited means it had, was making allout efforts to provide 
medical cover to citizens, particularly regarding chikungunya, dengue,andothersuchdiseasesat all 
hospitals run by the KMC. 
 
He said an emergency had been imposed at all KMC hospitais and fumigation was being carried out 
across the city. 
 
`We are doing this despite the limited resources of the KMC and need full coopera-tion from the provincial 
government for prevention of these diseases,` he said. 
 
The health secretary assured the mayor that the KMC would be provided test kits for dengue and 
chikungunya. 
 
He added that spray facility would also be provided to the city`s municipality to combat those diseases. 
Besides, maintenance of spray vehicles would also be taken care of. 
 
Dr Pechuho underlined the need for close coordination between the KMC and the health ministry to 
improve health facilities for citizens. 
(Dawn 18, 13/05/2017) 

 

Sindh govt suspends three ‘errant’ KMC officials 
 
The Sindh government has placed under suspension three officials of the Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation, including its director-general parks, a move which is likely to exacerbate the persisting row 
between the provincial government of the Pakistan Peoples Party and the KMC led by Mayor Waseem 
Akhtar of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan. 
 
―With the approval of the competent authority, i.e. the chief minister Sindh, the following officers of the 
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Karachi are hereby placed under suspension, with immediate effect: 
Mr. Afaq Mirza, Director General (Parks) (BS-19), KMC, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Karachi, Mr. 
Nazeer Hussain Lakhani, Director (BS-19) Katchi Abadis and Anti-Encroachment, Karachi Metrpolitan 
Corporation, Karachi, and Mr. Nadeem, Deputy Director (Parks), BS-18, Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation, Karachi,‖ said a notification issued by secretary of the local government department, 
Muhammad Ramzan Awan, on Friday. 
 
―The charge sheet shall be issued separately,‖ said the notification. 
 
The development took place on the day when Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah accompanied Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and the chief ministers of the three other provinces on an official visit to China. 
 
It is stated that the three officials who have been placed under suspension had accompanied the Karachi 
mayor during a visit to the KMC‘s Benazir Bhutto Park in Clifton where they were involved in the 
demolition of a boundary wall while considering it as an encroachment. 
(The News 14, 14/05/2017) 
 
 

 



Governor assures mayor of Centre’s support for city uplift 
 
Zubair tells Akhtar that PM Sharif would soon visit Karachi 
and announce a development package 
The federal government has and will continue to extend all possible cooperation to the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), particularly in view of the authority‘s pivotal role in upgrades that would 
prepare Karachi for the imminent influx of business and economic opportunities. 
 
This assurance of support was extended by Sindh Governor Mohammad Zubair to Karachi Mayor 
Waseem Akhtar during the duo‘s meeting at the Governor House on Tuesday. 
 
Zubair told the mayor that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif considered Karachi the economic backbone of the 
country and had vowed full cooperation for development of the metropolis. 
 
To this end, he cited the Green Line section of the Bus Rapid Transit Service and the K-IV bulk water 
supply project as examples of the development vision for Karachi.  
 
Zubair said that with the restoration of law and order, Karachi was on its way to becoming an economic 
junction for the entire region. 
―Economic activities have visibly accelerated, the private sector has been taking on a more proactive role, 
and prospective foreign investors are arriving in greater numbers in connection with the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC),‖ he stated. 
 
The governor assured Mayor Akhtar that PM Sharif would soon be visiting Karachi and would announce a 
sizeable development package for the metropolis.  
 
The city mayor told Zubair about the issues being faced by the local government due to a lack of financial 
and other resources. 
 
―We have been doing our utmost to deliver in spite of these impediments. The federal government should 
extend support for the timely completion of development projects that would immensely benefit the people 
of Karachi,‖ said Akhtar. 
 
He concluded by stating that Karachi and its people were aware of the efforts being made by the Centre 
for development of the port city and hoped the level of commitment would be sustained. 
(The News 14, 17/05/2017) 

 

`Improved` KMC food lab opened 
 

Faisal Edhi, head of the country`s largest charity, inaugurated on Wednesday a renovated and improved 
KMC food lab in the presence of Mayor Wasim Akhtar and Moeed Anwer, chairman of the District 
Municipal Corporation, Karachi West. 
 
The mayor said officials of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) had requested the head of the 
Edhi Foundation to cut the ribbon and thanked him for turning up at the event. 
 
Later talking to journalists, Mr Akhtar warned the food adulterators to refrain from `illegal and unethical` 
practices or face stern action. 
 
He said inspectors of the food laboratory would not discriminate against individuals and organisations 
while checking food samples.  
 
`No one will be spared whether one runs a small shop or a fivestar hotel. 
 
The mayor regretted that food adulteration had ruined the citizens` health, but no one was there to 



question it. He said actionagainst gutka manufacturers would continue. `We are committed to closing 
down this business in the city. 
 
Mr Akhtar said the laboratory was in a pathetic condition when he took over as all equipment and 
machinery were out of order and there was nothing lef t to be used for testing of food samples. 
 
`The officers and food inspectors were taking bribes. we caught them off guard, transferred them from 
here and appropriate action is being taken against them. 
 
In reply to a question about traffic management during Ramazan, he said a standard operating procedure 
had been prepared under which KMC`s city wardens would perform duty alongside the traffic police on 
the streets. 
 
He asked the Sindh government to cancel all NOCs allowing construction of skyscrapers because the 
city`s infrastructure was not good enough to withstand such huge buildings. 
 
Mr Edhi expressed concern over the use of harmful chemicals in food items and said these were causing 
immense damage to the health of people. 
(Dawn 18, 25/05/2017) 
 

City council members rage against Sindh govt over unapproved schemes 
 
The ongoing power tussle between the Sindh and elected local government intensified on Friday when 

members of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) city council took to the 
streets for their council powers in front of the Sindh Assembly building. All members of 
the council were present except for those belonging to the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP). 
 

Even before its formation, the city council was stripped of its powers by the Sindh government. After the 
18th Amendment, the provinces were made autonomous but they failed to delegate powers to the local 
government. The elected city council has no powers in areas and functions falling under the jurisdiction of 
the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA), master plan department, Karachi Water and Sewerage 
Board (KWSB), Karachi Development Authority (KDA), Lyari Development Authority (LDA), Malir 
Development Authority (MDA), Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) and Sindh Sanitation 
Board. 
 
The on and off estrangement between the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) – Pakistan, the party to 
which the city‘s mayor belongs, and the PPP, which has been in power in the province, has continued for 
almost a year. To add insult to injury, the Sindh government did not approve even one of the 143 
development schemes proposed by the city council at a cost of Rs25 billion for the provincial Annual 
Development Programme (ADP). This triggered a massive protest. 
 
Advertisement 
Ad 
Supreme Court’s non-development budget up 6% 
The protest 
The protest, which started relatively late, began with members from MQM – Pakistan thronging the 
roundabout of Kabutar Chowk.  
 
District Municipal Corporation (DMC) Central Chairman Rehan Hashmi, DMC East Chairman Moeed 
Anwar and DMC Korangi Chairman Nayyar Raza brought protesters with them. 
 
The protest was held against the Sindh government for not including a single scheme proposed by KMC‘s 
city council in the recently passed Sindh budget. Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar had termed the lack of 
inclusion a ‗sheer insult‘ to the elected city council. 
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As the protesters gathered around the roundabout the gates of the Sindh Assembly were closed with 
chains. Members of the MQM – Pakistan inside the building tried to exit the premises but since the gates 
were padlocked they could not take part in the protest. 
 
Akhtar poked and prodded a policeman standing on other side of the gate through the narrow gaps in the 
iron gate and demanded the personnel unlock it. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf‘s (PTI) Karachi President 
Firdous Shamim Naqvi, who was standing beside Akhtar, yelled, ―What democracy is this?‖ 
 
Opposition rejects budget calling it ‘anti-people’ 
Naqvi said that the PPP has a cowardly attitude. ―They are afraid of talking to us,‖ he said. 
 
Speaking to the media, Hashmi said that most of the schemes were of areas where PPP has its 
stronghold, yet they were not approved. Later, addressing the protesters, Naqvi said that the city is in dire 
need of mass transit system. He asked the Sindh government whether the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
projects will remain on paper forever or whether something concrete will happen. 
 
The Sindh government, he said, cannot run even a single park on its own. Meanwhile, Akthar said that 
with the consent of all political parties of the city council they proposed the 143 schemes for the city. ―Not 
a single one was approved,‖ he lamented, adding that all the figures given in the budget are fabrications. 
 
Rs1 trillion development budget unprecedented in history of Pakistan: PM 
He asked the Sindh government what happened of the Chinese company that came to the city to lift 
garbage. He said that the areas from where the PPP‘s MPAs are elected have been ruined and now they 
are all geared up to ruin the rest of the port city. But we will not let that happen, he vowed. 
 
Referring to Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, Akhtar said Shah says that he got Karachi in a bad shape but 
this is the ninth consecutive time his government is presenting the budget. 
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 10/06/2017) 
 

Mayor leads march on assembly for LG powers 
 
Led by Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar, local government representatives staged a demonstration outside 

the Sindh Assembly on Friday to denounce the lack of power and resources 
delegated for local bodies by the provincial government. 
 
The protesters marched on the Sindh Assembly as the session was being conducted 
inside. However, their bid to enter the premises was foiled as the gates were locked 

and a heavy contingent of police was deployed for crowd control. 
 
Akhtar targeted his remarks towards the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party, ―You [PPP] have become the king 
of bad governance. First you destroyed Sindh and now you have come to do the same to Karachi. But be 
warned; we, the elected representatives of this city, will never let you destroy Karachi.‖  
 
One of the main complaints from the protesters was that the government had failed to accommodate in 
the provincial budget any scheme proposed by the local government representatives. On Wednesday, 
Mayor Akhtar had warned the Sindh government of protests if it failed to review the budgetary allocations 
to include projects recommended by local government representatives. 
 
Addressing a press conference at the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) building, Akhtar flayed 
the provincial government for ignoring Karachi. He said the provincial government had disrespected the 
elected local government representatives by not including in the budget the projects they had 
recommended. 
 
The press conference was also attended by deputy mayor Arshad Vohra as well as parliamentary leaders 
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz and the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam in the 
city council. 
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The mayor said the budget failed to address the city‘s long-standing issues. ―It shows the incompetency 
of the government as there is no check and balance to ascertain where these huge amounts go.‖ 
 
Akhtar said Karachi contributed 90 percent of Sindh‘s revenue but never received its due share in return. 
He asserted that only Rs1 billion had been allocated for LG development works of Rs40 billion and a 
major amount of the money had been handed over to the non-functional Sindh Solid Waste Management 
Board. 
 
PTI leader Firdous Shamim Naqvi said his party had also rejected the budget, adding that the rulers were 
compelling the people of Karachi to take to the streets. He said the city‘s issues would not be resolved 
until the local government was not enpowered to bring a change. 
 
PML-N leader Amanullah Afridi said it seemed that the PPP-led Sindh government did not consider 
Karachi a part of the province. 
(The News 13, 10/06/2017) 
 

Opposition stages walkouts as govt refuses to meet protesting LG 
representatives 

 
As the provincial government stopped the city‘s elected local government representatives from staging a 
demonstration outside the Sindh Assembly against a ‗meagre‘ budgetary allocation for Karachi, 
opposition lawmakers in the house also staged separate walkouts to express solidarity with the protesting 
councillors on Friday. 
 
The rally, led by Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar, was organised in protest over the Sindh government‘s 
decision not to include any of the development schemes proposed by the Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation. Besides councillors belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, elected LG 
representatives of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz were also part of the 
rally. 
 
As the authorities closed the gates of the road leading to the Sindh Assembly and the rally was stopped 
at the gate, the protesters had no option but to hold a demonstration at the Kabootar Chowk near the 
Sindh High Court‘s Victorian-era building. 
 
The government did not allow councillors to hold their protest in front of the Sindh Assembly 
The Sindh Assembly was in session and about to initiate the general discussion on the new budget when 
the protest of LG representatives began at the Kabootar Chowk. 
 
As soon as Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani called the house to order at 11.50am, Syed Sardar Ahmad, the 
parliamentary party leader of the MQM, drew the attention of the house towards the protest staged by 
elected LG representatives just outside the assembly premises. He requested the government to send 
some ministers as a goodwill gesture to hold talks with the protesters. 
 
Mohammad Hussain of the MQM also urged the treasury not to give a cold shoulder to the city‘s elected 
LG representatives and observed that some ministers ought to visit them to express solidarity. He warned 
that otherwise his party would boycott the session. 
 
However, Senior Minister Nisar Khuhro said that staging a protest against the assembly was tantamount 
to expressing no confidence in the house. Despite giving funds to Karachi, the protest by the city mayor 
and LG representatives and allegation of injustice was not appropriate, he added. 
 
He said that the mayor was demanding the inclusion of the KMC‘s development schemes in the budget. 
He should remember that the schemes of the members of the house often are not included in the budget, 
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he said, adding: ―We would not allow anyone to do injustice with Karachi. Peoples Party has owned 
Karachi and never disowned it. Staging protest on the plea of schemes is only point scoring.‖ 
 
Leader of the Opposition Khwaja Izharul Hasan said the protest outside the Sindh Assembly was not a 
new thing and it was against the government and not against the house. 
 
He said that speeches of lawmakers on the budget would become meaningless when the treasury, like a 
monarchy, managed to get the budget passed on the basis of its majority in the house. 
 
He recalled that the Karachi mayor had given 187 schemes to the provincial government and had also 
met the chief minister and the LG minister but not a single scheme was included in the budget and as 
such they were justified in their protest. ―In democracy issues are not solved by closing the gates. This 
house is not the house of the PPP and the opposition should not be rejected in this manner,‖ he said. 
 
He said that his party would not sit in the house to listen to the ―false praises‖ of the government. ―We are 
going to join our elected mayor who is staging protest at Kabootar Chowk,‖ he said before walking out of 
the house along with members of his party. 
 
The MQM boycotted the rest of the session and did not return. 
 
After the walkout by the MQM lawmakers, Samar Ali Khan, the parliamentary party leader of the PTI, with 
the support of the PML-F and PML-N lawmakers, tried to convince the treasury to hold talks with the 
mayor and others to accommodate their point of view as they were not representing their parties but the 
people of Sindh. 
 
They were not protesting against the assembly but the government, which is sitting in the house, he said, 
reminding the government that the local government law was passed because of their (PPP‘s) majority 
and the elected LG representatives were demanding powers like the provinces demanded their share in 
the National Finance Commission Award from the federal government. 
 
However, Speaker Durrani did not pay any heed towards the PTI lawmaker‘s submission and asked him 
to take his seat. 
 
The rest of the opposition parties — the PTI, PML-Functional and PML-N — staged a walkout in protest 
against the government‘s attitude towards the elected LG representatives. 
 
LG Minister Jam Khan Shoro said that the provincial government so far had spent Rs21 billion on 
development schemes in Karachi, which he said was the only Sindh district where the executing agency 
was the KMC and not the deputy commissioner concerned. 
 
After the walkout, seven PPP lawmakers — Pessumal, Ghazala Sial, Khurshid Junejo, Erum Khalid, 
Murad Ali Shah senior, Dr Khatumal and Syed Ghulam Shah — and two opposition lawmakers belonging 
to the PML-F — Mehtab Akbar Rashdi and Pir Rashid Shah Rashdi — took part in the general discussion 
on the budget 2017-18. Later, the speaker called it a day at 4.15pm to meet on Saturday.  
 
‘Kings of bad governance’  
Outside the assembly, the protesters were holding placards inscribed with slogans chiefly featuring the 
meagre share for Karachi in the Sindh budget. 
 
―We condemn injustice to Karachi in the Sindh budget,‖ read a placard. ―Include local government‘s 
representatives‘ proposed schemes in the budget,‖ read another. 
 
In a pamphlet, the protesters demanded that the Sindh Building Control Authority, Karachi Water and 
Sewerage Board, Solid Waste Management Board, Karachi Master Plan, mass transit scheme, municipal 
taxation, KDA, and MDA be returned to the KMC. 
 



Deputy Mayor Arshad Vohra, chairmen and vice chairmen of district municipal corporations and union 
committees also participated in the demonstration. 
 
Mayor Akhtar said he did not want any violent conflict with the provincial government. It was a peaceful 
protest by which ―we want the rulers to know that real development and positive change could only be 
seen if the city‘s elected representatives are given powers and required funds.‖ 
 
He said it was not just Karachi, but all the districts of Sindh were victims of bad governance.  
 
―They [PPP],‖ he pointed in the direction of the assembly building, ―are the kings of bad governance. They 
have destroyed the rest of Sindh and now they want to destroy Karachi. But we will not let them destroy 
Karachi.‖  
(By Habib Khan Ghori | Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 10/06/2017) 
 

City mayor reviews ongoing development projects 
 
Residents of Yousuf Goth protest for water and electricity during school‘s inauguration 
Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar inspected development works being carried out around the 4K bus stop 
during a visit to North Karachi on Tuesday. 
 
Not satisfied with the sanitary conditions of the area, the mayor issued directives to the officers concerned 
to take immediate measures for redressal of the issue.  
 
Talking to media personnel called for the visit, the Karachi mayor said the area was almost unusable a 
little while back but thanks to the efforts of dedicated officers it was being revamped at a cost of Rs 130 
million. 
 
―The departments given to me when I took charge of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation were in 
devastated condition. Since assuming office, my team and I have been working tirelessly to improve them 
and raise their performance levels,‖ said the mayor.  
 
―The chief minister of Sindh should visit these areas and listen to what the people have to say instead of 
just venturing out in the night to inaugurate roads.‖ 
 
The mayor stated that despite a plethora of problems the local government was making all possible 
efforts to resolve the public‘s issues.  
 
Afterwards, Mayor Akhtar went to Yousuf Goth to inaugurate a newly constructed primary school building. 
On his arrival, residents of the area protested over a persistent water and power crisis in the area.  
 
He was accompanied by Rehan Hashmi, Shakir Ali, Shahab Anwer, Masood Alam and others. 
(The News 19, 14/06/2017) 
 

Women councillors want city`s water, power problems solved 
 

Women members of the City Council have urged the government to resolve the issues of water and 
power in Karachi on a priority basis. 
 
Speaking at a press conference at the Karachi Press Club here on Friday, councillor Marium Qureshi said 
there was no water in the pipelines and no current in wires, which posed grave repercussions for the city 
if things didn`t improve soon. 
 
`Don`t test people`s patience. Things can go out of control if the situation does not improve soon,` she 
said. 
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She pointed out that the tanker mafia was thriving due to water not reaching homes through the pipelines. 
`But everyone cannot afford water tankers,` she said. 
 
`Karachi is the backbone of the country`s economy and yet if you look at the water supply here, it has 
started resembling Tharparkar,` Ms Qureshi said, add-ing that the Sindh chief minister had kept the water 
portfolio with himself but was not doing much to solve the problem of water shortage. 
 
`Karachi requires 1,100 million gallons per day but is only getting 585mgd from Keenjhar Lake. The K-IV 
project announced to fulfil the city`s water needs is also not completing, and it seems like this is being 
done deliberately,` she said. 
 
Ms Qureshi said that when there was no water at sehri and iftari during Ramazan, the people turned to 
union councillors for answers and they in turn 1001( to the government to act. 
 
She said the Karachi mayor recently sent tankers to Yousuf Goth to supply water there. `But tankers are 
not a permanent solution.  
 
Mehmoodabad is also facing severe water shortage like Yousuf Goth and there the situation is even 
worse due to sewerage water collecting everywhere,` the union councillor pointed out. 
 
`And water isn`t the only issue here asthere is also the power issue to add to the citizens` woes. 
Unannounced loadshedding, power breakdowns, cable faults and inflated electricity bills have also gotten 
out of control,` she said, adding that there should be some check and balance on K-Electric by the 
government. 
 
`We are not asking the government for the completion of mega projects here. We are only asking for 

basic needs such as water and power. Being a woman and a homemaker myself, I 
completely understand and sympathise with my homemaker sisters who have to 
use their savings to buy water and pay inflated bills. 
 

The entire family budget goes out of hand lil(e this,` she added. 
 
`I urge the government, especially the CM, to have a heart for the citizens of Karachi and look into these 
matters,` she concluded. 
 
Ms Qureshi was joined by other women union councillors, including Mangla Sharma, Shahina Sohail, 
Kiran Farooq, Shaheen Sher Dil and Naheed Fatima.  
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn 18, 17/06/2017) 
 

Mayor presents Rs27.135bn KMC budget for 2017-18 
 

Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Monday unveiled Rs27.135 billion budget of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation 
(KMC) with a deficit of Rs300.084 million for financial year 2017-18. 
 
Calling his administration‘s opening budget and first by an elected mayor since 2009 ‗healthy‘, the 
Karachi mayor said 49 per cent of the budget would be spent on city‘s development, which was much 
higher in the ratio than what had been allocated in federal and provincial budgets. 
 
Mayor Akhtar presented the budget before a packed city council meeting in the Victorian-era KMC 
building in which none of the members from the opposition raised any voice of dissent. 
 
Later, he told Dawn that the budget was prepared by duly incorporating opposition‘s proposals, which 
made it a consensus document for the house. ―Such a unique gesture sets example for the national and 
provincial legislatures as how to govern by taking every elected representative along,‖ he said. 
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The budget shows total receipts of Rs26,835.587 million, which include Rs18,015.485m as current 
receipts and Rs1,795.5 as capital receipts. 
 
Funds for provincial Annual Development Programme (ADP), district ADP and Viability Gap Funding 
(VGF) is Rs7,024.602m. 
Total expenditure will be Rs27,135.67 million, including Rs11,738.239m allocation for establishment, 
Rs2,075m contingent expenses, and Rs251.685m for repair and maintenance. Besides, Rs6,045m has 
been allocated for development projects and works; while expenditures from provincial ADP, district ADP 
and VGF will be Rs7,024.602m. 
 
The budget shows Rs12,782.352m grants from government, Rs7,024.602m as provincial ADP, district 
ADP and VGF, Rs1,830.76m from revenue departments (land, enforcement, estate, katchi abadis, Orangi 
project, and charged parking), Rs1,716.176 KMC dues against K-Electric, Rs1,291m from finance and 
accounts, Rs612.43m from transport and communication, Rs500m dues against KPT, Rs500m from 
transfer of income from the SBCA, Rs178.6m from secretariat etc; and similar revenues from culture, 
sports and recreation, medical and health services, municipal services, enterprise and investment 
promotion, parks and horticulture, and engineering etc. 
 
Summary of expenditure, as given by the mayor, includes Rs5 billion on debt servicing, pension fund and 
other miscellaneous expenditures, Rs4bn on medical and health services, Rs3.76bn on municipal 
services, Rs897m on parks and horticulture, Rs866m on revenue department, Rs773m on secretariat, 
Rs674m on culture, sports and recreation, and Rs425m on transport and communication. 
 
Development projects 
The budgetary allocations on major development projects from provincial ADP include Rs1,667m on 
district ADP (block allocation), Rs1bn on public private partnership projects, Rs1bn on development 
works at different union councils (KMC funds), Rs420m on development works at different union councils 
(ADP funds), Rs350m on improvement and upgrade of Nehr-i-Khayyam, Rs350m on commercial parking 
plaza at Shahabuddin Market including Phase-II, Rs250m on improvement of roads, footpaths and 
bridges (patchwork), Rs250m on development and improvement of major roads, Rs200m on special 
development projects or works coming under the mayor‘s discretion, Rs200m on cleaning and removal of 
silt from storm water drains (municipal services), Rs150m on unforeseen development expenditure, 
Rs100m on development works at Orangi Cottage Industrial Area, Rs100m on construction of new fire 
stations, Rs100m on lighting arrangement along major roads (KMC), Rs100m each on development of 
Zulfikarabad Oil Terminal Phase-II and improvement of flyovers, underpasses and bridges, Rs80m on 
development and improvement of KMC parks, Rs50m each on repairs and maintenance of fire tenders 
and snorkels and CCIS (Citizens Complaint and Information System), Rs40m on annual maintenance of 
hospitals, clinics, maternity homes and staff quarters, and Rs25m on wireless video surveillance security 
system. 
 
From district ADP, Rs1,884.1m will be kept for infrastructure of roads, Rs130m on municipal services, 
Rs116m on transport and communication, Rs147m on education, Rs290m on health, and Rs676m on 
culture and tourism. 
 
The minimum wage for a KMC employee, including those hired on a contractual basis, would be 
Rs15,000 from the next financial year, said the city mayor. 
 
In his speech that continued for more than an hour, Mayor Akhtar criticised the provincial government for 
depriving the KMC of many sources of income, which would have made it self-reliant and richer than 
other governments. 
 
The key sources of income, he said, were BTS mobile towers, the revenue of which had been given to 
the SBCA, several veterinary taxes had been given to the Karachi District Council, charged parking had 
been distributed among the KMC, the DMCs and the KDA, KMC‘s advertisement revenue had gone to 
DMCs, Rs500m monthly grant by the Sindh government had been cut by Rs200m to be given to the KDA, 
while bachat bazaars were no longer in the KMC‘s domain. 



 
He said despite ‗prejudiced‘ attitude of the Sindh government, the KMC had completed 225 schemes 
costing Rs4.25bn, which fell under the provincial ADP. He said not a single of the 143 schemes costing 
Rs25bn, which local representatives had sent to the Sindh government to be incorporated in the Karachi 
development package, had been approved. 
He spoke at length about his administration‘s work in the sectors of medical and health, education, 
sanitation, removal of encroachment, revival of food lab, cleaning of drains, charged parking, city 
wardens, veterinary services, municipal utility charges tax, parks and horticulture, environmental efforts 
and welfare of KMC employees and pensioners. 
 
Regarding the fire brigade, Mayor Akhtar said the department had improved but its two snorkels were not 
able to put out fire beyond eighth storey. 
(The Express Tribune 14, 20/06/2017) 
 

City Council approves KMC budget for next fiscal year 
 
The City Council unanimously approved the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) budget for the 

fiscal year 2017-18 with a surplus amount of Rs9.92 million on Tuesday. 
 
The council‘s session was convened under the chairmanship of Karachi Mayor 
Waseem Akhtar, while Deputy Mayor Dr Arshad Vohra and Municipal Commissioner 

Hanif Muhammad Merchawala were also present on the occasion. 
 
A total of 19 resolutions were approved during the meeting, while the council members participated in a 
debate on the budget to express their respective opinions. House leader Aslam Shah Afridi congratulated 
the mayor, his team and every member of the City Council for presenting an ―excellent‖ budget for the 
next fiscal year. 
 
A day earlier, the mayor had unveiled the KMC‘s Rs27.14 billion budget for the financial year 2017-18 
during the City Council‘s session. Total receipts in the budget for the next fiscal year are Rs26.84 billion, 
including Rs18.02 billion as current receipts and Rs1.8 billion as capital receipts. 
 
Funds for the provincial annual development programme (ADP), the district ADP and the viability gap 
funding (VGF) will be Rs7.03 billion. The total expenditure for the next financial year will be Rs27.14 
billion, out of which Rs11.74 billion are allocated for the establishment, Rs2.08 billion for contingent 
expenses and Rs251.69 million for repairs and maintenance, totalling Rs14.07 billion.  
 
Besides, Rs6.05 billion have been earmarked for development projects while expenditures from the 
provincial ADP, the district ADP and the VGF will be Rs7.03 billion. 
(The News 13, 21/06/2017) 

 
KMC council passes Rs27.145bn budget for 2017-18 

 
The City Council on Tuesday unanimously passed the budget of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation 
(KMC) amounting to Rs27.145bn for fiscal 2017-18.  
 
During the debate on the budget, which was presented in the council a day earlier by Mayor Wasim 
Akhtar, several changes proposed by members of the treasury and the opposition sides were 
incorporated.  
 
Besides, the revenue and expenditure sides were recalculated making it Rs9.9m surplus budget from 
Rs300m deficit one when it was originally introduced in the council.  
 
The house was told that the total revenues of the annual budget would be Rs27,148.65 million against 
annual expenditures of Rs27,135.67m.  
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The City Council‘s session was presided over by Mayor Akhtar in which a total of 19 resolutions were 
passed.  
 
The session was informed that the increase of Rs301m in the share of the KMC by the provincial 
government on the head of Octroi Zila Tax turned a deficit budget into a surplus one.  
 
Mayor Akhtar said he was trying to get more development packages from the Sindh and federal 
governments for the metropolis as whatever the city‘s administration would get would be spent on its 
uplift.  
 
He said his administration would not discriminate against any district or union council. ―Not a single rupee 
would be spent anywhere with discrimination. We‘ll maintain transparency in development works and 
each scheme would duly be approved by the council,‖ said the mayor.  
 
―Not a single work would be carried out without approval of the City Council.‖  
 
Leader of the house, Aslam Shah Afridi, said all viable proposals from the opposition benches should be 
incorporated into the budget. He said Karachi earned 70 per cent of revenues for the country, thus, the 
metropolis should get development share accordingly.  
 
Leader of the opposition Karamullah Waqasi said development schemes proposed by the opposition 
should be incorporated in the next fiscal budget. He said union committees, where the opposition was in 
power, should not be discriminated against.  
 
He demanded that salaries being given to ghost employees in the KMC should be stopped forthwith. He 
said the UCs should be duly empowered to ensure people getting their problems resolved on their 
doorstep.  
 
Nadeem Hashmi, chairman, finance committee, said an elected mayor had presented a good budget after 
a gap of nine years. He lamented that not a single out of 143 schemes, which the mayor had sent to the 
provincial government for next year‘s provincial annual development programme was approved, while the 
mayor had taken every UC on board and ensured everyone irrespective of who affiliated with which party 
for indiscriminate development funding.  
 
Member city council Junaid Mukati said none of the provincial and federal governments had allocated any 
big development funding for Karachi and were doing nothing to modernise the city. He demanded that the 
KMC‘s development budget was equally distributed among all the UCs.  
 
Another member Tehseen Abidi said the ghost employees‘ salaries had been released by the non-elected 
administrators in the past.  
Amanullah Afridi, parliamentary leader of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, claimed it was the federal 
government, which brought peace to the city, which had plagued Karachi for decades. He went on to say 
that Islamabad had gifted Green Line mass transit scheme.  
 
He said the prime minister had many projects in his mind for Karachi.  
 
―We believe that he would announce more packages for Karachi very soon.‖  
 
Speaking over the KMC‘s budget, Mr Afridi lamented that many UCs run by the opposition parties had 
been discriminated against.  
 
However, he said the opposition members had faith in the mayor who would review the document and 
make it all-encompassing.  
 



Akbar Hashmi of Jamiat-i-Ulema Islam-Fazl, proposed for a Rs50m package for each UC, which would 
ensure rapid development everywhere in the city.  
 
Alam Zeb Alai of the Awami National Party said his party wanted the city to prosper and they would be 
there as helping hand for the mayor. He invited the mayor to visit his UC and resolve the issues 
confronted by the people.  
 
Khalil Imam demanded that Rs12 billion, which the provincial government had allocated for the Karachi 
Package, should be spent by taking the city council in confidence. ―This will show how transparent those 
schemes were.‖  
 
Karamat Chohan demanded for a separate fund for the communities practicing minority faiths.  
 
Musfara Jamal said despite being 51pc of the country‘s population, yet little recreational facilities 
available for them. She said there was not a single women-only park in the city. She asked the mayor to 
take care of the issue and invest in building parks and toilets for women in the metropolis.  
 
Saeedullah Afridi said water was the core issue as people were not getting water in many localities.  
 
Advocate Arif Khan said members should not criticise the budget for the sake of criticism, as healthy 
criticism could help the elected administration to improve its performance. He asked all the members to 
keep the city supreme and should not stick to the party politics at the cost of Karachi‘s betterment.  
 
Abdul Samad Brohi demanded that effective proposals be kept for emancipation of young people. The 
mayor praised him and asked Mr Brohi to prepare concrete proposals and submit to him.  
 
Shahnawaz Jadoon complained that his UC had been neglected in the budget. Nadeem Arain said the 
mayor had given more time to the opposition, which was a healthy sign.  
 
The city council members also praised the Pakistan cricket team for winning the Champions‘ Trophy for 
the first time in history. 
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 21/06/2017) 
 

Mayor wants SSWMB?s responsibilities handed over to KMC 
 

Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar on Thursday again demanded that the Sindh Solid Waste Management 
Board be handed over to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) as the latter had miserably failed to 
achieve its objective. 
 
Addressing media personnel, after examining carpeting work on Teen Hatti and Liaquatabad roads, he 
said the onus of implementing the SC‘s verdict now lay on the provincial government‘s shoulders. 
 
He said the KMC carried out its development projects within the limited resources it has, since no funds 
were being provided to the civic authority, while the mayor was not being empowered either. 
 
―City‘s residents are fed up with water shortages and power breakdowns, and want a proper public 
transport system,‖ he stated. 
 
A number of people voted for the mayor and are now calling for the developmental works to be 
completed, but sadly, the development work was going on at a slow pace owing to a shortage of funds. 
He said the carpeting work on the Liaquatabad No 10… 
(The News 19, 23/06/2017) 
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