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District Korangi: Karachi’s newest district looks to new beginnings
Home to two of the largest oil refineries in the country, Korangi is the newest of Karachi’s districts carved out of what were
formerly areas of districts East and Malir.
In November 2013, the new district was constituted with areas of Model Colony, Korangi and Landhi sub-divisions now falling
under its boundaries. As per the new delimitations, National Assembly seats 239, 240 and 241 are part of this district, besides
the provincial assembly seats from PS-92 to PS-98.
The second largest industrial zone in the city, Korangi is home to 2,457,019 residents. Of these, 1,318,705 people are registered
voters, making it the fourth largest district in the city in terms of population and
voters. However, the number of NA seats in this district, according to the fresh
delimitations, is the same as District Malir, which has a population nearly half
its size. The areas in this district promise an interesting competition in the
upcoming elections, particularly in light of the changing fortunes of the city’s
largest political force – the Muttahida Qaumi Movement. In the past, residents
of these areas have borne the brunt of infighting among the split factions of the
MQM, with Afaq Ahmed’s Muhajir Qaumi Movement embroiled in a turf war
with Altaf Hussain’s Muttahida Qaumi Movement for the past three decades. The area became notorious for murders and
targeted killings of political opponents.
Independents unite against feudal lords, political parties
In the past, most areas falling within the district have elected representatives of the MQM on
both the national and provincial assembly seats. One exception to this was the Muhajir Qaumi
Movement’s Muhammad Ahmed Qureshi who managed to secure the NA-255 seat in 2002.
Even after the new delimitations, most pockets in the district are largely inhabited by
members of the Muhajir or Urdu-speaking community. Support for the party was evident in the
latest local bodies elections, where the MQM’s candidate was elected chairperson of the
District Municipal Corporation.
Interestingly, the MQM has been largely unable to launch its campaign for the upcoming polls,
largely due to infighting within the party’s senior rank. Meanwhile, the campaigns of the Pak
Sarzameen Party and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf have been in full swing.
PML-N kicks off election campaign with tall promises for Karachi
Independent observers believe that the MQM’s chances of electoral success may be slightly
hurt due to its infighting, with the PTI and PML-N likely to emerge victorious from one or two
provincial assembly seats.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 10/07/2018)

District Malir: Karachi’s first and by far its poorest
After the latest delimitations, District Malir is host to Karachi’s first three constituencies, as per the sequence of National
Assembly seats.
With a population of 1,996,477, the district is the fifth-largest in terms of inhabitants. With respect to voters, however, Malir is the
smallest among the six districts of Karachi, with only 751,526 people registered on the electoral roll.
District Malir is also where the most administrative changes have been witnessed after the latest delimitations. The district now
has three National Assembly seats and five provincial assembly seats, registering an increase
of one each from previous elections. On July 25, votes will be cast in 536 polling stations and
1,991 polling booths across the district. Independent observers believe that the new
demarcations and the locality adjustments have been carried out in a way to hit at past power
wielders from the area.
The relatively less-developed district features mostly goths and villages, inhabited by Baloch
and Sindhi tribes that have been living in the area for the past several decades at least. These
include Jamot, Jutt, Jhokio, Gabol and Sheikh, among others.
PML-N launches election campaign with big promises to Karachiites
In terms of employment opportunities, Malir is home to scores of large industrial units. Port
Qasim, Bin Qasim Power Plant, the new Sabzi Mandi, Malir Cantonment and the Jinnah
International Airport also fall within its boundaries. Yet, the living standards of its inhabitants are
some of the lowest in the city. A huge blow for the district’s residents came when the only
government-run steel mill, set up during the tenure of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was shut down some
time ago.
Several major development projects in the education and health sectors have been proposed
for the district, but have yet to see the light of day. The Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Engineering College
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has been in the pipeline since 2013. The Benazir Bhutto Medical Complex, approved at a cost Rs1 billion in 2012, is still nonfunctional. The 50-bed Benazir Bhutto Maternity Home in Gulshan-e-Hadeed has also yet to be materialised. This is also the
only district in the city to house two 660-megawatt power projects initiated under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor project.
Notorious killing field
Earlier this year, the district achieved notoriety on account of SSP Rao Anwar’s alleged encounters. The infamous Naqeebullah
Mehsud murder case, which sparked protests across the country, also emerged from this district. One interesting aspect of this
district is the differences in its demarcations with respect to administrative, electoral, revenue and police. According to the police
demarcations, some areas of District East also fall under the jurisdiction of SSP Malir.
Past representatives
In the 2002 general elections, the two NA constituencies in the district were bagged by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement and the
Pakistan Peoples Party, respectively. The MQM’s Muhammad Shamim Siddiqui had emerged victorious from NA-257 and the
PPP’s Sher Muhammad Baloch had won from NA-258. The four provincial assembly seats were secured by the PPP’s Abdullah
Murad from PS-127, Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal’s Maulana Ahsanullah Ashraf Hazarvi from PS-128, independent candidate
Mehmood Alam Jamot from PS-129 and PPP’s Muhammad Sajid Jhokio from PS-130.
Rights activist Jibran Nasir to contest elections from Karachi
In the 2008 general elections, MQM’s Sajid Ahmed won NA-257 and PPP’s Sher Muhammad Baloch emerged victorious from
NA-258.Meanwhile, MQM’s Nisar Ahmed Panhwar managed to bag PS-127, ANP’s Amanullah Khan Mehsud from PS-128 and
the PPP’s Haji Muzaffar Ali Shajra and Muhammad Sajid Jokhio secured victory from PS-129 and PS-130, respectively.
In the last general elections in 2013, the PPP could manage to secure a single NA seat from the district, largely because Abdul
Hakim Baloch was displeased with the PPP and won the NA-258 constituency from the Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz’s
platform. He later got upset with PML-N and resigned from the seat, before going on to win it again from the PPP’s ticket. The
MQM’s Sajid Ahmed retained his victory from NA-257. Similarly, MQM’s Ashfaq Mangi emerged victorious from PS-127, but the
seat later went to the PPP’s Ghulam Mirza Baloch after the former resigned. MQM’s Waqar Hussain Shah won from PS-128,
PML-N’s Shafi Muhammad Jamot from PS-129 and PPP’s Sajid Jokhio secured victory from PS-130.
(By Amir Farooq The Express Tribune, 04, 10/07/2018)

District South: a remnant of the British Raj's Kurrachee
Home to Karachi’s oldest neighbourhood, Lyari, as well as its most affluent, the Defence Housing Authority, District South is
inhabited by a potpourri of ethnicities, social classes and faiths.
The district is arguably the most important in terms of trade and financial institutions, with the “Wall Street” of Pakistan, II
Chundrigar Road falling within its jurisdiction. Most head offices of major banks are located on this thoroughfare, besides their
regulator, the State Bank of Pakistan. A little up the road lies the Pakistan Stock Exchange building, where stocks worth millions
are traded every day. Further up, the road ends up at the Karachi Port – one of the most important shipping wharves in South
Asia.
300 buildings in District South added to heritage list
Adjacent to II Chundrigar Road is MA Jinnah Road, where wholesale markets – Jodia Bazar, Juma Market, Gordhandas Market,
Marriot-Road Market and Sarrafa Bazaar – feed the country’s economy. Goods from these markets such as clothing, medicines,
electronic items, toys, utensils and other sundry items are shipped across the country.
District South is also home to Wazir Mansion, the birthplace of the Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. The country’s
legendary philanthropist, Abdul Sattar Edhi, also ran his operations from a small office located in the district. Besides, most
government institutions, such as the Chief Minister House, Sindh Assembly, Governor House and the Sindh Secretariat Building
are located in District South.
In terms of infrastructure, District South truly represents the spirit of Karachi, with heritage British-era buildings standing out
among modern architecture, which in turn fight for space with a chaotic concrete jungle. Take Lyari, Kharadar, for example,
where the congested lanes, strewn with garbage, are overshadowed by haphazard constructions housing thousands of citizens.
On the flip side, DHA, Lalazar and Clifton, where property prices are sky high, fare much
better in terms of provision of civic amenities and infrastructure.
64% residents of Karachi’s District South unsatisfied with water supply: survey
Lyari is one of the most important areas for the Pakistan Peoples Party, where its cochairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is contesting his maiden elections. The neighbourhood
has, however, seen more than its fair share of violence during the last ten years of the PPP’s
provincial government. Many have accused the PPP of patronising Lyari’s infamous gangs for
street power. Although the situation has considerably improved since the Karachi Operation,
residents are still wary of the gangs’ resurgence.
Besides, Lyari has produced several sportsmen, including footballers and boxers, who have
represented Pakistan in international competitions. Unfortunately, lack of government
support, dearth of resources and rising unemployment have laid waste to plenty of promising
talent from the area.
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While the PPP has retained its political prowess in Lyari over the past three decades, other constituencies in the district have
been claimed by candidates of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan, Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.
Support for the PPP has not completely waned over the years, but this time, Lyari’s residents could well deliver a shocker.
Recently, the convoy of Bilawal Zardari was attacked by protesters, incensed at the callous attitude of the ruling party for the
past decade. Major issues plaguing the area include shortage of potable water, dilapidated infrastructure, power load shedding
and illegal constructions.
First FIR registered in tribal district post-merger
With a total population of 1,791,751, the district has 1,080,652 registered voters. The district is home to residents from across
the country, who speak a range of languages, including Balochi, Sindhi, Gujrati, Memoni, Pashto, Hindko, Punjabi and Urdu. For
the 2018 general elections, 484 polling stations and 1,936 polling booths will be set up by the election commission.
In all, 39 candidates are vying for the two National Assembly seats in the district. As many as 105 candidates are contesting for
the five provincial seats.
(By Amir Farooq The Express Tribune, 04, 11/07/2018)

District East: An area with mind-boggling width and length
After the latest delimitation, District East has lost many of its areas to District Korangi. However, the district’s area remains a
complex mixture of posh and slum areas with poor infrastructure.
The third-largest district in Karachi according to the population and number of registered voters, District East’s total population
stands at 28,53,616 with 14,36,109 registered voters.
The district is home to four NA constituencies, NA-242, NA-243, NA-244 and NA-245, and eight provincial assembly
constituencies.
Case property of districts South and East destroyed in fire
A big chunk of the district is occupied by posh areas such as, KDA Overseas, six blocks of Gulshan-e-Iqbal, KDA Officers
Housing Society, Askari Cantt, Darul Aman Society, Delhi Mercantile Society, Sindhi Muslim Society, Manzoor Colony, Teen
Hatti, Jamshed Road, Binori Town, Soldier Bazaar and Tariq Road, but at the same time, illegal encroachments, slums and
narrow lanes can also be found in the district.
Dubbed as the hub of education, District East is host to some of the city’s biggest public sector universities and higher
educational institutions, such as the University of Karachi,
NED University and Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science
and Technology.
Adding to the significance of the district is the presence of two
major hospitals – the Aga Khan University Hospital and the
Liaquat National Hospital and Medical College.
A visit to this district is said to be imperative for every
Karachiite to get access to educational and health facilities.
Be it the National Stadium, spacious parks, such as the Askari Amusement Park, Expo Center, Central Jail, Karachi, Lucky One
Shopping Mall or many other important shopping centres, this district is home to some of the most-frequented areas of the city.
The district also garners attention because of popular candidates contesting elections. With a population in millions of the
Punjabi
and
Memon
communities in
the district, it is
surprising that
only
12
candidates are
contesting
elections from
the
two
communities.
Two
Dehli
Punjabi
Sodagaran
candidates are
contesting from
NA-244 while
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four Memon candidates are contesting from PS-103 on tickets of different parties.
According to the municipal administration, there are 31 union committees in the district, out of which 20 belong to Muttahida
Quami Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P), four to Pakistan Peoples Party, two to Jamaat-e-Islami, two to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
two to Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz and one to an independent candidate.
A major chunk of the district is based on the Urdu-speaking population but due to the distribution of the Muhajir vote to different
parties in the district, the voter dynamics of the district remains interesting.
In the 2002 elections, the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal gave a tough time to the MQM but MQM managed to gained back its lost
constituencies. In 2002, MQM’s Syed Safwanullah, Muhammad Hussain Mehanti and Asadullah Bhutto won in NA-251, NA-252
and NA-253 respectively. However, in the 2008 elections, MQM’s Waseem Akhtar won the NA-251 seat and Ali Raza Abidi in
2013. Meanwhile, in the 2013 elections, Abdul Rasheed Gondal won the NA-251 seat, Haider Abbas Rizvi the NA-252 seat and
Muzammil Qureshi the NA-253 seat.
As compared to the past, MQM will have to form a record of peoples representation in the district this time around as along with
the influence of religious parties, the presence of PSP and PTI is also strong in the district. It can also be said that the new
delimitations have created hurdles for the victorious team of the past.
(By Amir Farooq The Express Tribune, 04, 11/07/2018)

District Central: Former MQM bastion now up for grabs
Last to appear in the sequence of National Assembly seats, District Central is the city’s second-largest in terms of population
and largest in terms of registered voters. After the latest delimitations, the number of National Assembly seats has decreased by
one while the number of provincial assembly seats has also been reduced by two. The district now comprises four NA seats and
eight PS seats.
According to a survey, 60% of the district has been developed under a well-planned project with proper infrastructure and a
working municipal system, however, some areas of the district, such as New Karachi, Liaquatabad, Moosa Colony are known for
their narrow streets, disorganised building structures and piles of garbage.
Whither education ‘emergency’ in Sindh?
The population of District Central stands at 2,9 71,626 people and the total number of registered voters is 18,60,137. Meanwhile,
as many as 1,129 polling stations and 4,276 polling booths will be established for the elections in this district.
Commonly known as the district with largest middle-class population, its main localities include Federal B Area, North
Nazimabad, Nazimabad, New Karachi, North Karachi, Buffer Zone, Surjani Town and Liaquatabad.
It is home to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases, Tabba Heart Institute, Ziauddin Hospital, Asghar Ali
Shah Stadium and North Nazimabad Gymkhana, among other landmark facilities.
There is no shortage of schools in the district and North Nazimabad can be termed a centre for renowned education institutes.
According to census reports, District Central has the highest literacy rate among all districts of Pakistan.
There was a time when this district was very different from the other five districts of Karachi. Residents of the district had access
to basic amenities in the past, but owing to an increase in population and lack of planning, the district is now prone to problems
of water shortage, sewerage, electricity and cleanliness.
Political anatomy
This district has played a significant role in political movements. If history is to be examined, Jamaat-e-Islami used to rule in the
district but ethnic politics received a lot of attention after the Bushra Zaidi case in 1985. There were riots and curfew had to be
imposed repeatedly in the 1980 and 1990s. But the district’s propensity towards ethnic violence runs much deeper. In 1964, it
witnessed the city’s first ethnic clash following the victory of Ayub Khan over Fatima Jinnah in the presidential elections. It also
saw killings in the language riots of 1972.
In the local bodies’ elections of 1987, the Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) changed the
political landscape of the city with District Central being its strongest hold. The MQM sway was
followed and strengthened in the 1988 general elections. This district also has a distinction of
having the headquarters- Nine Zero – of the once-mighty MQM. The Nine Zero was, however,
sealed along with other offices of the party due to Altaf Hussain’s controversial speech in
2016. This is Karachi’s only district where MQM has not faced defeat on any NA or PS seats
during the last three general elections. Though the results of the 2013 elections were in favour
of MQM, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) managed to secure a substantial number of votes,
coming in second. This was why PTI paid a lot of attention to the district in the NA-246 byelections where the party’s chief, Imran Khan, remained engaged in the campaign. It became a
significant battle in the history of Pakistan’s elections. However, the PTI failed to win the seat.
In the previous elections, MQM’s Sultan Ahmed Khan won in 2002 from the first constituency
of the district, NA-243 while Abdul Waseem won in 2008 and 2013. In the 2002 elections, MQM’s Haider Abbas Rizvi won the
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NA-244 while MQM’s Sheikh Salahuddin won in the 2008 and 2013 elections. In 2002, MQM’s former convener Khalid Yunus
won NA-245 seat while MQM’s Farhat Muhammad Khan won the seat in 2008 and MQM’s Muhammad Kamal won the byelection of 2013. From NA-246, MQM’s Haji Azizullah won in the 2002 election while the 2008 election was won by Sufyan Yusuf
and the 2013 election by Nabil Gabol.
MQM’s Israrul Ibad Khan won the 2002 election from NA-247 while the 2008 election from the same seat was won by MQM’s Dr
Nadeem Ihsan and the 2013 election by MQM’s Yusuf.
As far as the previous provincial seats from PS-98 to PS-107 are concerned, only MQM candidates won in the 2002, 2008 and
2013 elections. However, the situation is different this time around as the party’s founder is out of the picture while the Karachi
operation and internal conflicts semmes to have weakened the party’s grip on the electorate.
DCs directed to clean their districts within two weeks
Many leaders and workers of the party have jumped ship and joined the Pak Sarzameen Party and are standing against MQM
candidates in the elections. It seems as if this is the first time a party is engaging in an aggressive campaign against the MQM.
Even the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal is taking part in elections while MQM-Haqiqi Chairperson Afaq Ahmed is also contesting from
NA-254.
Although parts of Central and Korangi districts have a majority vote bank of MQM supporters, the party’s contest is not just with
the PTI and MMA but also with its rebel leaders and workers under the cover of PSP who are aware of the MQM’s election
strategy and tactics.
Therefore, despite the presence of MQM’s vote bank, only estimates can be made of the party’s position in the area.
MQM’s only chairman, Azeem Ahmed Tariq, also belonged to this district. He was murdered in his home in Dastagir. After the
1992 operation, Tariq had also become a part of the Haji Shafiqur Rehman camp.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 12/07/2018)

City challenges
IT is well established that Pakistan is urbanising quickly and that the urban population will be 50 per cent by 2030. It is therefore
necessary for stakeholders to be informed of its various challenges.
Prepared by a group of national and international professionals, specialists and sector
experts (including the writer), and managed by UN Habitat and the Ministry of Climate
Change, the State of Pakistani Cities (SPC) report launched last month covers
urbanisation, urban economy, governance and transport, basic services, housing,
environment and safety, and heritage and tourism. By analysing Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Multan, Faisalabad, Peshawar, Quetta, Hyderabad and
Gujranwala, where about half the urban population lives, it provides a snapshot of current
urbanisation trends.
Let us start with urban economy. Ninety-five per cent of federal tax revenue is collected from these 10 cities, with Karachi
contributing 55pc, from key sectors like telecommunications, finance and insurance, transport and manufacturing. Average per
capita income in urban areas is Rs46,000; Rawalpindi has the highest at Rs82,000 while Quetta has the lowest at Rs37,000. The
poverty rate in Quetta is 46pc, Multan 35pc, while Karachi (4.5pc) and Lahore (4.3pc) have the lowest poverty rates, apparently due
to a high scale of populist philanthropy.
Pakistan’s rapid urbanisation presents many issues.
Urban infrastructure is in dismal condition. While Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad and Multan have a bus rapid transit system, with
Karachi and Peshawar to follow, overall, public transport is in disarray. The rising number of private vehicles, limited public transport
options, almost nonexistent options for non-motorised transport and pedestrians, poor traffic management and a weak regulatory
environment are key detriments to proper urban mobility.
About a third of households lack access to piped water, and supplied water is almost always not fit for drinking. Sewerage and solid
waste management systems are grossly inadequate in most cities, affecting the water quality in rivers, canals and waterways, lakes
and sea into which untreated waste water is dumped. Municipal waste in large part is partially disposed at certain sites without a
scientific landfill system. Power supply is also in acute disorder. Whereas the government contends that connections are available to
over 85pc of households in these cities, the transmission and distribution network is in shambles. More than 18pc of electricity is lost
before reaching consumers.
Then there is the dilemma of the housing situation. For real estate and upper-income groups, housing developments are lavish and
wasteful, while schemes for lower-income groups have not been prepared in a long time.
Traditionally, the existing pattern of land ownership has a direct bearing on its transition in the urban scenario. Clan influences,
appropriation and possession of land are important factors that govern the direction of development. When land is in private
ownership under traditional landlords, they lobby with the public-sector officials to devise the policies/priorities to maximise their own
benefits — often at the fringes of large cities. Karachi’s north-western outskirt is one of the main locations where local landlords
have benefited from the city’s growth.
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Urban lower-income groups have constrained access to housing credit, a key prerequisite to home ownership. As commercial
financial institutions do not have credit lines for these groups, public credit agencies become the sole point of hope. A revamped
House Building Finance Company can deliver this much-needed service desired by our urban poor communities.
Heritage and cultural tourism is also important for cities to focus on, since the survival of heritage is directly proportional to its
commercial potential, rather than its cultural significance. Many of our cities evolved from a historic, old city fortress. The modern
city later emerged during colonial times. There is enormous potential to turn historic monuments and old city walls into hubs of
planned cultural activities. Some work has been done in Lahore, Multan and Peshawar, but more effort is needed to build upon our
immense cultural capital.
The report suggests many policy and plan responses to the identified problems. Connecting national and local policies and plans
with the Sustainable Development Goals is one way to reconcile international efforts to improve cities. Capacity building, including
that of local bodies, is another important step. To achieve this aim, there is a need to revisit existing laws and statutes that make
administrative and financial powers converge in the provincial government. Creating participatory and evidence-based territorial and
urban planning is also needed to help improve our cities in their functioning and sustainability status.
(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 09, 12/08/2018)

Mayor wants review of ‘controversial’ LG law in Sindh
Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Saturday demanded that the prime minister, chief justice of Pakistan and Sindh chief minister
review the provincial local government law that empowers the Sindh government to keep civic
powers under its control.
He urged to bring amendments in the “controversial law” with consensus from all stakeholders.
The mayor was addressing a press conference here at KMC old building along with chairmen of
districts and elected members belonging to all parties.
He said that the chief minister should be serious in making amendments to the Sindh Local
Government Ordinance 2013, which could be in the greater interest of the whole province.
Mayor Akhtar appealed to the CJP to expedite a petition seeking powers to the city mayor under Article 140-A of the Constitution.
Alleges solid waste management board failed to perform its job during Eid
Referring to an editorial that appeared in Dawn on Saturday, he said that the civic problems were not properly managed under the
present system and amendments be made for making local governments more effective.
Saying that the SLGO-2013 was made for achieving political gains, he urged the chief minister to take the initiative to bring
amendments in the law through the provincial assembly.
He said that the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) failed to perform its job of lifting offal and garbage.
The mayor said that landfill sites were located at far-off places and it took a lot of time in dumping offal during Eidul Azha.
He suggested that the landfill sites be made in each district of the city as offal disposal always remained an issue.
The mayor also disputed the claims of Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani at a press conference to the effect that there were
three million housing units in the city that had a population of 16 million people in the census.
He said that the city’s population was more than 30 million with six million families.
He demanded that resources to Karachi be given as per population shown in the census.
The mayor also called for audit of the SSWMB as, according to him, the expenses incurred by it were far higher than those incurred
by the district municipal corporations to lift offal.
He said that the Central and Korangi districts lifted offal in a timely manner during Eid days.
The mayor said that municipal and civic system of the city needed to be changed as 27 different agencies were working in the city.
He demanded that the CJP bring all these 27 agencies under one umbrella to avoid the prevailing confusion over the powers and
responsibilities of different departments.
The mayor lamented that the job of the KMC was now under the provincial government.
He also demanded that DMCs be abolished and KMC be made their supervisory body.
Rehan Hashmi, Moeed Anwar and Izhar Ahmed Khan — the chairmen of Central, East and West DMCs, respectively — were also
present on the occasion.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 17, 26/08/2018)

Karachi package schemes to be inaugurated next week: CM
The reconstruction schemes of Tipu Sultan Road, Tipu Sultan flyover, Sunset Boulevard flyover and Cantt Station roads have been
completed and will formally be declared open next week.
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This was decided on Monday by Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah while presiding over a meeting held to review the progress of
ongoing development schemes launched under the Karachi package during the last tenure.
He also decided that a 104-meter long snorkel, costing Rs199 million, and three fire tenders, which were procured for Rs19m each,
would be handed over to Karachi; seven other fire tenders would be handed to the administration of divisional headquarters of the
province including Qasimabad, Hyderabad.
Referring to fire incidents in different factories and shopping centres in the city, the chief minister said he had asked Local
Government Minister Saeed Ghani to inquire about the incidents and report to him.
He also directed the minister to personally monitor the completion of the ongoing schemes. “I want them to be completed at the
earliest so that we could start new schemes,” he said.
CM Shah recalled that at the end of his previous tenure, four important schemes — Tipu Sultan Road, Tipu Sultan flyover, Sunset
Boulevard flyover and Cantt Station roads — were under way where minor work is in progress. He asked the minister concerned to
make necessary arrangements for their formal inauguration.
Project director Niaz Soomro, briefing the chief minister, said that five per cent work on the construction of U-turn at Natha Khan
Bridge project, costing Rs70m, is moving slowly due to the issue of land acquisition. The chief minister directed his principal
secretary to look into the matter to enable its completion within the next two months.
He was also briefed on the Rs1.6 billion Drigh Road underpass along Sharea Faisal, with the restoration of right-turn bridge
scheme, which is said to be around 70 per cent complete. Similarly 95pc work on the Rs2.2bn underpass at Submarine Chowrangi
scheme has been completed.
The chief minister said he himself had visited the underpass where its beautification and opening of connecting roads work had to
be carried out and asked the project director to complete it at the earliest.
He took exception to the slow pace of work on the Karachi Zoo project, worth Rs331.3m, and stressed the need to expedite work for
early completion. In the meeting it was pointed out that 75pc of work on the widening of Stadium Road from Stadium to Rashid
Minhas Road, costing Rs379.8m had been completed; while the Rs574m scheme for construction of road from Tank Chowrangi to
Superhighway via Thando Nalo was completed by 85pc.
Regarding the progress on the Rs399.5m water supply scheme to Baldia Town the meeting was informed that only 25pc has been
completed on the laying of the 24-inch-dia pipeline from Habib Bank to Pump No. 3, while the Rs200m scheme for construction of
storm-water drain from Star Gate to Chakora Nullah on Sharea Faisal is still in its initial stages.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 28/08/2018)

LG minister orders biometric systems in KDA, LDA and other offices
Sindh Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani on Friday said employees belonging to the ministry who were coming late for work
or found absent would no longer be spared as they would see their salaries slashed and habitual absentees could lose their jobs.
“I am visiting various departments on daily basis in the hours when employees should be in their workplaces. The salaries of those
who are not found in their designated offices would be cut as well [and they] would be handed show-cause notices while services of
the ones who remain absent on permanent basis would be terminated,” warned the minister while visiting offices of the Lyari
Development Authority, the Karachi Development Authority and other allied departments of the LG ministry.
The minister expressed his astonishment on finding out that the director general of the LDA was holding nine posts.
“I have asked the authorities concerned to conduct an inquiry into the issue. He [the DG] was among the officials who were absent
from their offices, thus, a show-cause notice should also be handed to him,” said Mr Ghani.
“Besides,” he added, “directives have been issued to slash one-day salary of the employees who were not found in their offices on
Friday”.
He said those employees should consider his visit as a warning.
“The officers should also feel their responsibility. I’ll not give them more time.”
He asked the authorities concerned to install biometric systems in the KDA, LDA and other related departments and report to him in
a week. Besides, two-week attendance reports of the two authorities should be sent to him in 24 hours.
The officials in the ministry said the minister arrived at the LDA headquarters at 8:56am and found a sizeable number of officials
including the DG LDA absent.
“Just 14 out of around 250 employees were present in the office,” said a spokesperson for the ministry.
Seeing this, he added, the minister expressed his displeasure and ordered that one-day salary be slashed from the absent officials’
salaries in addition to issuance of show-cause notices to them.
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He inquired from the authorities concerned as to why the DG LDA was holding nine posts; whether he had been given those posts
or had acquired the same on his own.
Later, at 9:20am the minister reached the KDA headquarters at Civic Centre where he was informed that DG KDA Sami Siddiqui
was on a visit vis-à-vis the Green Line Project. Mr Siddiqui reached his office as soon as he was asked to do so.
Later, the minister checked attendance of the KDA’s employees and visited its various offices.
He ordered the DG KDA to install biometric systems as soon as possible in the offices and a report be sent to his office.
Besides, he directed for slashing of one-day wage from the salaries of the absent officials and issuance of show-cause notices to
them.
The minister also visited the command and control room established in the Civic Centre.
Later, he went to the offices of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board where he found its managing director and other officials
present.
The provincial minister held a meeting with them where he made it clear that just distribution of water was on the top of his priorities.
He asked them to complete the ongoing sewerage schemes on time.
He said KWSB officials must ensure that people’s complaints were addressed to their satisfaction.
During his meeting, a number of KWSB employees whose services had been terminated held a demonstration.
The minister invited their representatives and held a meeting with them. He said many of those cases were to be decided by the
courts. Still, he added, the government would review those cases.
“I am a person whose services had been terminated by an institution. I can feel your pain,” said the minister.
He assured the protesters that no injustice would be allowed against them after which the demonstrators dispersed peacefully.
Later, Mr Ghani told reporters that his visits aimed at ensuring that employees reached their workplaces on time.
He said action would be taken against illegal construction in the city and action would also be taken against those officials who were
found involved in such acts.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn, 16, 08/09/2018)

Local governments and the PTI
Since coming to power, the PTI has been vocal about the need to make governance more effective and responsive to the needs
of the people. Effective devolution of power does offer prospects of deepening democracy. However,
there are many problems with the current local government system which undermine such lofty
goals.
Before assessing the PTI attempts to reform local governments, it is useful to recall broader
Pakistan’s larger experience with devolution. Traditionally, our centralist military governments have
relied on non-party based local governments to bypass provinces and political parties, while at the
same time trying to achieve some semblance of legitimacy. In 2008, all political parties hailed the
passage of the 18th amendment which gave provinces more autonomy from the centre. However, our democratic political parties
in all provinces remained reluctant to share power further. None of the provinces held local government elections until the end of
2015, till they were compelled by the Supreme Court to do so. When local government elections were finally held on a party
basis, parties which controlled the province largely dominated most of the local government structures as well.
Despite their own party candidates winning local government elections, provincial governments remained reluctant to share
policymaking and financial power with lower tiers of government. Compared to other provinces, the PTI did go further in terms of
implementing local governments by devolving power down to the village level. However, the functioning of these village and
neighbourhood councils proved quite difficult in practice. The relative lack of expertise and capacity at the local level also limited
utilisation of LG funds allocated to them.
Now becoming a part of provincial governments in Balochistan and Punjab, the PTI initially wanted to reform these rival-party
held local government system on the K-P model. In the case of Punjab, for instance, where most local government positions are
held by the PML-N, the PTI was keen to change the Punjab Local Government Act but it does not enjoy the needed majority in
the provincial assembly to do so. Given the chances of litigation and agitation from other political parties, the PTI government
has decided that it will let the incumbent local governments complete their respective tenures. It is however unlikely that the
provincial government in Punjab, including the PTI’s new chief minister, will give any power or funds to the existing local
governments.
Apparently, the PTI is now trying to reconfigure the local government system based on which new local bodies will be elected in
2020. Some decisions in this regard include plans to elect mayors directly in the next round of local government elections. That
is a good idea and it would also be useful to take local government units down further to the village/neighbourhood level in
Balochistan and Punjab. However, it is important that local governments in the future have more financial and political autonomy
from the provincial government, than they currently enjoy, even in K-P.
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Other important issues that the new local government acts are being contemplated by the PTI need to focus on including the
need to increase the proportion of seats allocated to women, and to allow women and other marginalised groups to contest their
seats directly. Unless this happen, maginalised groups remain obliged to follow the line of their party leaders and patrons rather
than safeguarding the interests of the communities they represent. Moreover, it is vital to ensure that revised local government
legislation also provides means to ensure that seats for workers and peasants can only be contested by these individuals.
Implementation of these above reforms will be a litmus test for whether the PTI can bring governance down to the local level.
Conversely, tokenistic attempts at local government reforms will merely allow PTI electables at the federal and provincial level to
continue ruling the country from above.
(By Syed Mohammad Ali The Express Tribune, 16, 28/09/2018)

Local planning
ALL reforms are local and must be contextualised. Oft-quoted in the literature on local-level reforms, Micklethwait and Wooldridge
point out that “the state is an incredibly blunt instrument; it gets hold of one overarching idea and
imposes it without any sensitivity to local context”. Such is the case of education planning in many
developing countries where local realities and challenges are not taken into account. This is one of
the reasons equity concerns continue to prevail in the education sector.
Pakistan is no different. All the four provinces have their specific planning documents called
education-sector plans that put forward an agenda to improve educational access, quality,
governance and management of education at the provincial, and in a broader sense, the district
levels as well. These provincial-level education-sector plans are further translated into district-level education plans in the case of
some provinces. However, educational planning generally stops at the district level and there is no specific focus on sub-district
levels. This is problematic on many levels.
Take the following example. District Swabi has a total of 1,305 functional public-sector schools with an enrolment of 269,919
according to the latest available Education Management Information System data of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The student-classroom
ratio at the district level stands at 40:1 (40 students per classroom) which conforms to the specified limit. However, we look at the
SCR at the union council level, we see that there are 25 union councils (out of a total of 55 union councils) in the district with an
SCR of more than 40:1.
Distance is a major reason for dropping out of school.
As another example, take the case of district Kohat where the SCR at the district level stands at 39:1 (39 students per classroom).
However, a sub-district level analysis shows that 53 per cent of union councils of district Kohat have an SCR of more than 40:1. A
village-level analysis shows even greater disparities in this regard.
Here, the SCR has been presented as an example; the same holds true for other education indicators, such as infrastructure,
student performance, transition and retention of students, to name a few. There follow two cases which further drive home the point.
Zooming in on a select case of union council Kabgani of district Swabi, it had a total of 21 public schools for girls according to KP
education data for 2017-18. Out of these 21 girls’ schools, 18 are at primary level, and two at middle level whereas only one school
in the district provides secondary-level education for girls. Considering the covered area of Kabgani and the fact that only one postmiddle school is available, many girls prefer not to study beyond the middle level.
Gajai is a village in this union council that has a middle school but all girls passing the eighth grade have been discontinuing their
education for many years. In order to reach the only girls’ high school of the area, they have to travel 11 kilometres. Cultural issues
and security concerns do not allow the parents to send their children to this distant school. Union council Nasrat Khel of district
Kohat is another example; it has seven primary and only one middle school for girls. Similar to village Gajai, the girls of village Jabbi
in this union council did not have the opportunity to continue education beyond Grade 5.
These are not the only villages where girls suffer such a fate. There are many villages in KP and the other provinces of Pakistan,
where both boys and girls drop out of schools at the post-primary level because of the distance barrier. Analyses of official data
reveal that around 44pc of students enrolled in Grade 5 drop out of schools in Pakistan before reaching Grade 10. There is a need
to handle this challenge of transition and retention of students more tactfully, discuss ideas and come up with innovations that
provide sustainable solutions to the challenge; ones that conform to local realities.
Significant disparities exist at the district and sub-district levels in Pakistan, not only in terms of educational attainment but also
available infrastructure, human and financial resources, quality of education, transition and retention of students, especially at the
post-primary levels.
To address these disparities, it is important that the provincial governments make their planning processes responsive to the unique
local-level challenges and provide room for exploring local solutions to them. This seems to be the only way equity issues around
schooling and learning for the disadvantaged and marginalised children can be addressed and the dream of equal access to quality
education for all children achieved.
(By Abdullah Alam Dawn, 09, 01/10/2018)
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Eco (un)friendly: For the KMC, money does grow on trees
Money doesn’t grow on trees. Unfortunately, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation’s Parks and Horticulture Directorate-General
seems to have missed the memo.
Recently, the department’s head, Afaq Mirza, ordered to revoke a five-year adoption
agreement with entrepreneur, Shahzad Qureshi, for the conversion of a public park into an
urban forest. For the past 10 months, Qureshi and his team had been working hard at the park
located in Clifton, having planted over 6,000 indigenous trees at the site.
Govt halts KMC’s announcement of vacancies
Last month, Qureshi came to find the gates of the premises padlocked. The KMC wanted
nothing to do with him anymore.
The agreement
Under the original agreement, Qureshi was supposed to develop the park as an urban forest and was responsible for its
maintenance thereafter for a period of five years. The entrepreneur planned to develop a dense forest by following the Miyawaki
method of growing plants, which enables a dense forest to grow in small areas ten times faster than usual. This method was
initiated by a Japanese botanist, Akira Miyawaki, who also won the Blue Planet Prize in 2006.
The pilot project was carried out in a 400 square metre area inside the same Clifton park in December 2015 by an Indian expert,
Shubendu Sharma, whose company creates natural and native forests, along with Qureshi. There, up to 1,500 native plants had
given the landscape the appearance of a small but dense forest with heights of a few trees reaching above 30 feet.
Growing a forest
Realising its potential, Qureshi sought permission to spread the concept over the entire
park, by planting 50,000 saplings in the 12,000 metre square area. Three years on, he
projected, the trees would be able to sustain themselves.
“The soil is powered according to the Miyawaki method and native plants of various species
are transplanted so close to each other that their root systems support each other as can be
found in any natural forest,” Qureshi explained to The Express Tribune.
KMC seeks to retrieve encroached land worth billions
In each 100-square metre area, three tons of biomass is added to the soil by excavating up to one metre of deep soil to create a
forest bed which increases the growth of plants manifold, he explained.
Qureshi, who was leading the project, told The Express Tribune, “Since the start of formally taking up the project early this year,
4,500 small trees other than the pilot project have been transplanted by over 3,000 citizens, who paid Rs950 each for the plant
and its rearing cost for three years in one corner of the park with a surprising survival rate of 93 per cent.” He added that another
2,500 plants have been lined up to be transplanted.
Meanwhile, a wetland treatment channel was set up inside the park to naturally treat sewage water with the help of the roots of
the reeds. This water was then diverted to an artificial lake inside the park to provided ample water for plants.
Pakistan’s Karachi hit by sweltering heat wave
Besides, composting and chipping machines and a rickshaw had been acquired to collect organic garbage to act as an
indigenous fertiliser for the plants, when the KMC cancelled the adoption.
Qureshi says that all the documents including a master plan, layout plan, architectural and structural plan of the proposed urban
forest had been submitted to the KMC’s parks and horticulture director.
“The growth of trees takes time unlike grass, which the KMC is usually used to growing in
parks. The grass has no practical use in a concrete jungle like Karachi,” he
said. “Projects like these are not developed overnight but are legacy projects,” he
stressed, adding that students from 15 schools have visited the site so far and have learnt
about the significance of growing trees.
Timeline of events
Though the agreement, a copy of which is available with The Express Tribune, was
signed in May 2017, Qureshi claimed his team could only start work on the project in January 2018.
“First, the pavers were brought in to build a jogging track inside the park in the initial months of the fiscal year, 2017-2018,” said
Qureshi. “Then, fancy boundary walls were built along the periphery despite the fact that the park had been handed over.”
No plans: KMC, district administration unprepared to deal with heatwave
Sometime later, 20 trucks of garbage were brought in and dumped inside the park by the KMC. Most of it was removed on
Qureshi’s request, but some remains to this day. According to Qureshi, the KMC had allocated Rs20 million for the development
of the park in the budget for the new fiscal year. “Why would they allocate the funds when the park had been handed over to
me?” he questioned.
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Under the terms of the agreement, Qureshi was supposed to develop the park at his own expense.
No plans: KMC, district administration unprepared to deal with heatwave
Justification
When The Express Tribune sought an explanation from DG Mirza, he claimed that the agreement had been revoked because
Qureshi had failed to deliver any tangible results, despite a considerable passage of time.
Mirza added that Qureshi was also raising funds in the name of the park and that his original master plan had some glaring
technical glitches. According to Mirza, the KMC will now develop the park itself and complete the urban forest project within 25
days.
Citizens’ reaction
The director’s claim was met by a derisive response from social activists. “Does the KMC even know the Miyawaki method?”
questioned journalist Afia Salam. “If the park had already been given up for adoption, why was money allocated in the last
budget?” she wondered, adding that if the parks and horticulture department really had problems with the master plan, why had
they not raised an issue when it was submitted last year.
Social activist Mohsin Sayeed echoed Salam’s suspicions. “I want to ask the KMC how many parks they have developed that
now they will grow an urban forest at this location,” he remarked.
According to Sayeed, if the KMC had done its job, people like Qureshi would never have felt the need to take up this project. “I’m
sure the KMC will execute this project by planting a few hundred trees that will die in a single year and the officials will ultimately
mint taxpayers’ money through corruption,” he alleged.
KMC council demands end to load-shedding
Perhaps the strongest response came from consultant ecologist Rafiul Haq. “This is public property and is not owned by any
single person who can take such an abrupt decision,” he said.
“The whole investment has gone to waste, since there is no one to water the trees after the KMC’s immature step of locking
down the park where 6,000 trees would desperately need water,” he remarked.
(By Mudaser Kazi The Express Tribune, 04, 11/10/2018)

Ghani, Akhtar pledge to work together for Karachi’s betterment
Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani visited the office of Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Thursday at the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) head office and assured him of his mayoral powers as per
the law. The duo also addressed a press conference after a brief meeting and agreed to
fight encroachment issues in the city together.
It was the first-of-its-kind visit by any minister of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) government
to the mayor’s office after he was elected more than two years ago.
Dr Amir Shaikh is the new chief of Karachi police
Ghani said that even though the mayor belongs to Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) he could approach his party and move some legislation in Sindh Assembly for
amendments in Sindh Local Government Act 2013. During the press conference, Ghani
assured that Akhtar would gradually get the powers that the mayor should have under the law. “I am personally in favour of a
strong local government system,” he said, but added that even if an organisation is empowered, it won’t be able to deliver if it
doesn’t have the capacity.
Though agreeing with the idea of devolution of powers in principle, Ghani said, “As for now whatever powers the KMC has,
under the Sindh Local Government Act, they should use them accordingly”.
Ghani regretted that they couldn’t hold a meeting earlier due to their engagements. He also pledged to see the chairmen of all
the district municipal corporations (DMCs) to solve the city’s problems. He, however, did not rule out the possibility of hostility
between the two in future. “We may continue to give political statements against each other, because we are from different
parties,” he said and added that they would, however, work on issues together.
Ghani further said that he would go to the Chief Minister to seek help to resolve the problems of people collectively. He also said
that there is a room to make corrections in the local government system that can be made through Sindh Assembly.
“Amendments can be made in local government law as this is not a sacred document”, he said. Meanwhile, Akhtar also vowed
to work jointly for the betterment of the city.
When asked about the acute water shortage in the city, Ghani said that the city was getting 35% of water against the required
capacity of Karachi.
Karachi mayor discusses Muharram arrangements with ulema
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Responding to Karachi’s traffic problem and encroachment issues, Ghani assured that they would work with the KMC for the
enforcement of traffic laws and removal of encroachments. Both the minister and mayor agreed to work in each other’s vote
banks. “Neither I will stop him from working in PPP areas nor he will stop us working in MQM areas,” he said.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 12/10/2018)

LG minister assures mayor of administrative powers to run city
Sindh Local Bodies Minister Saeed Ghani on Thursday assured city Mayor Wasim Akhtar of the Sindh government’s cooperation
within the parameters of law and said that the mayor would be given administrative
powers to run the city under the law.\
He said that there was no dispute between the provincial and the municipal
administration of the city and “we have resolved to work for the betterment of people
without considering our respective political affiliations”.
The local bodies’ minister was addressing a joint press conference with the mayor at
the head office of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation.
‘There is no conflict between the provincial govt and the municipal administration’
Mr Ghani said an impression was given as if there were some “reasons” for not meeting the city mayor.
He vehemently dispelled this impression and said that he had started meeting the mayors and chairmen of all cities and districts
across the province.
The minister said that basic purpose of the meeting was to resolve the problems of the people through meeting all chairmen of
Karachi’s six districts.
He said that he and the mayor had the responsibility to resolve the problems of the people.
The minister said there was no conflict between the provincial government and the municipal administration and he would try to help
the mayor within the limits of law and even go to the chief minister to resolve the problems of the people collectively.
Responding to a question that there was also a need to revise the local government system, he said that amendments to the 2013
LG act could be made through the provincial assembly.
The mayor also said that the municipal administration and the provincial government would work jointly for the betterment of the city.
Responding to a question, Mr Ghani said the city was getting only 35 per cent of its required capacity of water.
He said that water to the city was supplied from river and the only solution to overcome the water shortage in the city was
establishment of desalination plant at the sea.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 15, 12/10/2018)

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation gets world’s highest snorkel
Realising the severe shortage of fire tenders in the port city, the provincial government handed over ten fire tenders and one
snorkel to local bodies in Sindh on Friday. The keys of three fire tenders and one snorkel,
which is said to be one of the highest of the world, were handed over to Karachi Mayor
Wasim Akhtar. Besides, Sukkur, Hyderabad, Shaheed Benazirabad, Mirpurkhas, Larkana,
Jacobabad and Qasimabad municipalities were given one fire tender each.
Addressing the ceremony, Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah said Karachi was one of
the biggest cities in the world with lofty structures and multi-storey buildings. It was in dire
need of a snorkel for firefighting in high-rise buildings. “The snorkel I am handing over to the
Karachi mayor is one of the highest in the world with 104 metres height for rescuing from
high-rise buildings,” he said.
Baldia Factory fire: SHC directs prosecution to submit report on suspects
The snorkel has a 600 litre-per minute (LPM) fire pump capacity, a 1,000 LPM foam tank, and remote water monitor for
firefighting from cage with a capacity of 3,800 LPM. It has four hydraulically-powered outriggers that provide a strong
stabilisation system to rescue at maximum height with accuracy and stability. It has features 360 degree rotation with telescopic
booms. The snorkel has been purchased at a cost of Rs495 million.
Each fire tender has been purchased for Rs19m and the total cost of ten fire tenders comes to Rs190m.
Speaking about the specifications of the fire tenders, officials said that each fire tender has a capacity of 8,000 litres in the water
tank and 500 litres in foam tanks made of polypropylene sheet with lifetime warranty against corrosion.
It has normal and high pressure fire pumps, besides an automatic built-in priming system. The fire tender also has a spacious
crew compartment for firefighters who are equipped with all necessary tools.
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The firefighters’ kits are specially designed with full automatic ﬂywheel and are fully equipped with all accessories and firefighting
equipment.
The CM directed Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani to visit each and every district and taluka headquarters, assess the
requirement of firefighting machinery and equipment and then prepare a scheme accordingly. “I’ll try to purchase maximum fire
tenders and required machinery during the current financial year and whatever is left would be purchased in next financial year,”
he said, adding that each district municipal corporation would also be provided fire tenders.
“We are working hard to improve firefighting capabilities of fire brigades working all over Sindh,” said CM Shah, while addressing
the ceremony. The programme was attended by Minister Ghani, Women Development Minister Shahela Raza, CM Adviser
Muraza Wahab, Mayor Waseem Akhtar, Hyderabad Mayor and representatives of various local bodies.
Two including woman gunned down in Sibbi
The CM said that there was a dire need to equip all district and taluka headquarters with fire tenders to improve firefighting
capabilities of the fire brigades. “We had started this exercise during our last tenure and had ordered purchase of one snorkel
and ten fire tenders for the local bodies of Karachi and others districts,” he said, adding that he was happy to hand over the keys
of the fire tenders to the local bodies’ representatives.
He congratulated the local government minister and also lauded the efforts of former local government minister Jam Khan Shoro
for inducting the snorkel and fire tenders to the fleet.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 13/10/2018)

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation to get more fire tenders
The Sindh Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani said that more fire tenders will be given to the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) very soon in order to enhance its firefighting capabilities.
This he said at a meeting with a delegation of National Forum for Environment and
Health (NFEH) comprising Nadeem Asharf and John Richard.
Saeed Ghani calls for investigations into rigging allegations
Earlier this month, Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah handed over 10 new fire
tenders and a 104 meters-long snorkel to different municipal agencies of the province.
To KMC alone, a snorkel worth Rs495 million and three fire tenders worth Rs19m
each were given. The CM had expressed his resolve to support and enhance
firefighting capabilities of municipal agencies in every district and taluka of the
province.
While talking to the NFEH’s delegation, Ghani said that the firefighting arrangements should be beefed up at all public places,
industries, hotels, and shopping malls in Sindh.
He said that industrialists, buildings owners, municipal administrations and citizens all were under strict obligation to take the
due fire safety measures and spread awareness among the general public.
Ghani eulogized NFEH’s services for promoting public awareness about fire safety measures to be taken in urban areas and
said that the provincial Local Government Department would provide support to all such initiatives and efforts by nongovernmental organisations (NGOs).
Local govt minister vows to reform department’s performance
NFEH President Naeem Qureshi briefed the meeting about upcoming 8th Annual Fire Safety and Security Convention and
Awards to be held on November 7 at a local hotel. He invited Ghani to attend the event as a chief guest. Representatives from
corporate sector, NGOs and government officials can attend this event.
He advised that the government should declare a state of emergency to carry out tree plantation campaigns and to improve
sanitation and waste disposal situation across the province. While agreeing to this proposal, Ghani expressed his resolve that
the Sindh government would do its best and use all its resources to ensure a cleaner and greener province.
(By PPI The Express Tribune, 04, 28/10/2018)

‘Civic services & infrastructure in urban Sindh have collapsed’
It was such a pleasure listening to distinguished nonagenarian social and political activist Rochi Ram talk about Karachi’s
importance in the socio-political fabric of the country in his keynote address on the second day
of the 6th International Karachi Conference at the Institute of Business Administration.
Mr Ram, who hails from Tharparkar, said he had been living in Karachi for the past 10 years. It
was in 1921 that his father first came to Karachi to do business. In those days doing business
was not an easy proposition, so he went back to Tharparkar. In 1945 he (Ram) came to Karachi
to take his matriculation exam (which he took in Hyderabad). In those days you could do that
from three centres –– Karachi, Hyderabad and Shikarpur. Those were good times; there was no
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inflation; and there was no concept of buying milk throughout Sindh.
Mr Ram said Karachi was a fishing zone. Migrants (post-independence) added to the culture of the town. The city was influenced
more by the migrant community than anyone else. Now [in the 21st century] things were further changing. CPEC was a huge
change. It’s up to Karachiites to see whether another East India Company was in the making or it was something that could be used
in their favour. Karachi bore the biggest responsibility, because the main issue that Pakistan was facing was not terrorism, but the
fact that we often went begging [to other countries] to seek economic stability.
Karachi’s role in country’s development highlighted
Praising the migrant community, Mr Ram said Karachiites made schools in the city and had people such as Dr Adib Rizvi who were
serving mankind. He, however, cautioned that demands of Karachi’s separation from Sindh were not right because there were three
bigger cities [of the world] than Karachi –– London, New York and Tokyo –– where the native population was outnumbered by
others; but there was no such demand there.
He lamented the conditions prevailing in Sindh where patients travel miles to reach hospitals. In that context, Karachi’s responsibility
increased to use its resources and help other parts of Sindh. He also mentioned the name of Liaquat Ali Khan who, he said, left his
lavish property in Karnal (India), and when he passed away in Pakistan, he didn’t own even a house.
Earlier, Mr Ram was introduced to the audience by eminent architect Arif Hasan, and two welcome addresses were delivered by
Asma Ibrahim and Huma Baqai.
The first formal session of the day, just like Mr Ram’s speech, proved to be extremely thought provoking.
Fahim Zaman set the tone for it by giving a presentation on densification of the city and its political repercussions. He said the most
important aspect of Karachi was its geography. With the help of maps he told the audience that in 1838 Karachi had a population of
15,000. Then the British conquered Sindh. By 1861 the population had gone up to 80,000.
Giving examples of how politicians used the influx of population and other reasons such as post-independence migration which
disrupted the demographic balance in the city, Mr Zaman pointed out that in 1961 the population burgeoned to 1.9 million and in
1998 it had hit the 10 million mark. Today, he said, there were nearly three million motorcycles in Karachi, 1.7m cars but only 10,000
buses.
Drowning in sewage
Kaiser Bengali gave a presentation on ‘A case for Integrated Local Government’. He said civic services and the infrastructure in
urban Sindh was in a state of collapse where we coexisted with garbage and sewage. There’s no daily water supply and there’s no
dignity in using public transport. While Karachi came across as an 11th century town, Larkana was the biggest embarrassment of
Sindh. Five thousand years ago people of Moenjodaro knew how to use the water system, and today almost the entire Larkana was
drowned in sewage.
Mr Bengali said four essentials were required on a daily basis to run a city: water supply, waste water disposal, solid waste disposal
and public transport. The reasons for the broken services were the fragmentation of service delivery functions and political divide.
The core of the problem was the building control authority. Anyone could construct a ground-plus-six in low-density areas. The
federal government controlled half of the city; they’re law unto themselves. They built high-rises wherever they pleased, so there’s
no electricity, sewage or water supply coordination. The Constitution had two chapters, one on the federal government and the other
on the provincial government, which defined the structure of the governments. But there’s no chapter on local government. We
needed a chapter on local government, he said.
Mr Bengali said the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) didn’t have a vote bank in Karachi, so it did not do much for the city, and was not
willing to give power to the Karachi metropolitan authorities.
He highlighted that the way forward was to have an integrated local government. And Sukkur, Nawabshah, Hyderabad and Karachi
should have metropolitan authorities.
Marvi Mazhar gave a presentation on the gap between building policies and what happened on the ground.
Babar Sheikh’s presentation was titled ‘Chronicles of the Walled City’ in which he spoke about the walls that had suddenly sprung
up after advertising billboards were taken down.
M. Siddique’s paper dealt with a similar subject as one of the previous speaker’s. He said Karachi was one of the least liveable cities
in the world. Here, growing encroachments into electricity lines had become a public hazard.
The session was chaired by architect Arif Hasan. Summing up the presentations, he said Karachi was not the only city that faced
such problems. Many towns in Latin America and South Asia confronted no different issues. Things were slightly better in other
cities because services and utilities had improved. The most important thing was that in those cities institutions had credibility
(idaron ki saakh hai), whereas in our part of the world, the institutions had no credibility. Institutions had been compromised to gain
political benefits. Mr Hasan underlined that the money that was spent in making flyovers could have been used on transport which
would have been useful for the public. He concluded his statement by saying that Karachi was run on jugaar (improvisation).
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 15, 11/11/2018)
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Amendments to LG law planned to make local bodies effective
The Sindh government in consultation with the Karachi mayor is working to amend the Local Government Act 2013 to make the
local bodies system more effective so that it could deliver at the lowest level.
Besides, the government has also formed a committee under the commissioner of Karachi to prepare relief measures for the people
affected by the ongoing operation in Saddar, which was aimed at cleaning the area from encroachments and restoring the iconic
building of Empress Market to its original shape.
This emerged from a joint press conference addressed by Sindh Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani and Karachi Mayor
Wasim Akhtar here on Wednesday at the office of the local government minister after their one-on-one meeting.
In the meeting, which lasted over an hour, they deliberated over the local bodies’ problems.
Relief committee formed for people affected by Saddar operation
They agreed to form a committee under the secretary of local government to remove hurdles, if any, in exercising the powers given
to the mayor and KMC under Local Government Act 2013.
The members of the committee would include senior officers of local government and KMC and experts of local government laws.
The committee would review all aspects of the LG Act 2013 and if any orders had been issued contrary to the powers of the mayor
and KMC, they would be withdrawn.
Addressing the press conference, the LG minister said that today’s meeting with the mayor was in continuity with the last meeting
held at the central offices of KMC.
He said that during the first meeting the mayor had pointed out some issues which he had brought to the knowledge of the chief
minister and also suggested some remedies for the solution of the reservations.
He said that the operation against encroachments was moving ahead in the right direction. However, in such a huge operation
emergence of some complaints was natural. “We would certainly mitigate them and a committee under Karachi commissioner is
already formed to get all information so that the government and KMC could provide due relief to the people affected by the
operation”, he said.
Replying to a question, Saeed Ghani said he did not hesitate in accepting that in illegal buildings and encroachment not only their
occupants were responsible, but equally involved were the black sheep in the institutions who had been patronising them. But now,
he said, crackdown on them was also started.
The minister said that not only district Karachi, but also other cities would also be cleaned by extending the sphere of the operation
from Saddar to entire Karachi and the province.
Regarding clean water supply, the minister said in areas where old lines were operating along with new connections, sewage was
mixing up with water lines from old damaged water lines.
He said under a World Bank project the old lines were being replaced in the first phase.
Replying to another question, he said that anti-dengue spray was being carried out in the city, but the people as well ought to take
precautionary steps by keeping clean water covered.
Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that Wednesday’s meeting with the LG minister was the second meeting pertaining to his commitment
made during his first meeting with him to give all powers to the mayor and KMC which were granted to them under the Local
Government Act 2013.
He said that formation of a committee under the secretary of local government to review the act from all aspects was agreed and
expressed his gratitude for this to the Sindh government, the LG minister in particular.
He expressed the hope that addressing his reservations about the law, which resulted in reduction of the KMC’s revenue, would
boost income to help institutions to improve their performance.
Empress Market shops
Responding to a question about the Empress Market operation the mayor said that some 35 years ago the KMC had rented out 4x4
stalls under an agreement but later they were occupied and the size of the stalls were converted illegally into big shops.
He made it clear that they would not assist any illegal occupant. However, those who had formal rent agreement, measures would
be taken to provide them alternative livelihood.
In reply to a question, the mayor said that the pace of development work in the Karachi zoo was slow for some time, but now it was
carried out with full speed.
He added that in the light of the apex court orders notices had been served to the encroachers around the zoo for clearing the area.
He said that the Sindh government had provided fire engines and a snorkel.
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When he had taken over the charge of the city as mayor there were six fire engines, but today there were 18 fire engines, he added.
He also requested the Sindh government to sanction special funds to the KMC so that the allowance issue of firemen could be
resolved.
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 16, 15/11/2018)

‘KMC to suffer Rs42m loss’
In one sense the anti-encroachment drive has been a good thing since it focused on an unaddressed, long standing issue. A clear
message has now been sent that everyone must live by the law.
Before the drive commenced the traders and associations were already on board. The
labourers are the ones who are actually suffering because of the drive but we haven’t made
any plans for them yet. We suppose the labour will go where the shops will eventually
settle.
We’ve had meetings and have made committees that have also had meetings. We’ve
planned to accommodate the affected in different markets. Of the total 3,575 shops affected
to date, KMC has identified space for a total of 1,470 shops and requested the Sindh chief
minister’s approval for land to adjust the rest.
Since the drive has started there has been a substantial loss to multiple stakeholders including the government (in terms of
revenue). While there has been no exercise to determine revenue loss for businesses, the loss to the government has been around
Rs41.7 million. An estimation of total economic loss should be made.
We have also started rehabilitation work at night, but finances are an issue. The KMC has limited capacity. We just know what that
this work needs to be done. The debris needs to be picked. A report needs to be submitted.
The rumours that this drive has been funded by the World Bank need to be dismissed. This is an independent project started
because of court directives. The World Bank’s Karachi project is a separate one with the Sindh government.
If a court order comes in favour of the people after the prime minister’s request for review then the work will stop. But because of the
extent to which the work has already been done the people probably won’t return to Empress Market. The shopkeepers will now go
to a place that shall be there’s by law and no one will be able to move them from there.
(By Zahra Anum Dawn Business & Finance, 03, 10/12/2018)

Chinese firm given 15 days to start work in district West
The Supreme Court-mandated commission on water and sanitation in Sindh on Friday directed the chief executive officer of a
Chinese firm working in Karachi to arrange vehicles and staff within 15 days for the purpose of sanitation work in district West.
The managing director of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB), Saeed Mangnejo, and the CEO of Hagzhou
Jinjiang sanitation company, Ms Byky Lin, appeared before the commission after the chairman of the district municipal corporation
West had filed a complaint against them for not performing their job in the district.
After hearing both sides, the commission headed by retired Justice Amir Hani Muslim observed that the Chinese firm had failed to
persuade the commission regarding the violations it was committing wilfully.
It granted 15 days to the sanitation company to ensure the presence of vehicles and employees, which they previously failed to
arrange, and warned that in case of non-compliance, the work will be outsourced at the cost of the firm to other contractors.
The commission also asked the DMC West chairman to provide the entire staff as per the agreement with the sanitation firm within
15 days and also directed the local government secretary to transfer their salaries from the Octroi and Zila Tax share.
Water distribution
The commission directed the Karachi commissioner, managing director of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KSWB) and other
officials to sit together and come up with proposals for fair distribution of water in the provincial capital.
In a previous hearing, Justice Muslim had expressed resentment over alleged unfair distribution of water in the city and summoned
the commissioner.
On Friday, Commissioner Iftikhar Shalwani submitted a report in this regard, but the commission observed that the issue needed to
be discussed in depth.
Therefore, it said that a meeting must be convened on Dec 23, which will be attended by the commissioner, KSWB chief, all the
deputy commissioners and DMCs’ chairmen of Karachi.
The meeting will be held at the office of the commission’s focal person, Asif Hyder Shah, it added.
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Filter plant
The commission directed a contractor to ensure that a filter plant with a capacity of five million gallons daily (MGD) in Hyderabad
must be made functional within a week.
The chairman of a task force, Jamal Mustafa Syed, informed the commission that the filter plant had been found in an abandoned
state.
The commission summoned the industries secretary, SITE managing director and chief engineer.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 15/12/2018)

KMC forms new section for traders’ rehabilitation
A new section for the rehabilitation of shopkeepers displaced during the anti-encroachment drive of the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation was on Wednesday formed in the city’s municipal administration.
Official sources said that Mayor Wasim Akhtar ordered the establishment of Resettlement/ Rehabilitation Programme in the KMC for
the resettlement and rehabilitation of the affected shopkeepers.
They said that superintending engineer Noor ul Haq Shaikh of the KMC’s engineering department, a Grade-19 officer, was
appointed in charge of the newly created section.
The sources said that the engineering department of the municipal administration would also ensure the removal of debris with the
consultation and coordination of the other relevant department and authorities on an urgent basis.
They said that the step was taken to ensure early rehabilitation of traders and saving the citizens from any inconvenience due to
lying of debris at different places in the city.
Anti-encroachment drive
Meanwhile, the KMC’s anti-encroachments department continued its action against encroachments in parts of districts Korangi and
East.
The officials said that several concrete floors, makeshift hotels and over 150 huts were removed from around the track of the
Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) in district East.
They said the anti-encroachment staff also removed different kinds of encroachment near Nishter Road, Jail Chowrangi and Lasbela
Chowrangi.
The officials said that senior officers of the anti-encroachments department were present on this occasion with the assistant
commissioner and area police.
Facilities at zoo
The municipal administration has decided to paste pictures of captive animals on the boundary wall of the Karachi zoo.Officials said
that many other measures would also be taken for making the zoo more interesting and informative for visitors, especially children.
They said that informative boards were already affixed in the zoo, providing information on old trees, animals and birds.
The officials said that a decision to that effect was taken at a meeting held in the Karachi zoo with Metropolitan Commissioner Dr
Syed Saif-ur-Rehman in the chair. Senior director, recreation, Mansoor Qazi, additional director (aquarium) Ismail Shakir, deputy
director Abida, veterinary doctor Aamir Ismail and horticulturist Zamin Abbas were also present in the meeting. They said that the
municipal commissioner inspected the enclosures of animals and birds.
They mayor said the guards and gardener of the zoo should wear uniform and added that a private bank was being coordinated with
for the purpose.
He appreciated the staff of the zoo and said that visitors should be provided with such an environment where they could feel happy
and satisfied. He said more animals would also be brought to the zoo and a request had already been made to the provincial
government in that regard.
Mansoor Qazi stated that this zoo was established in 1870 and different species of 850 animals and birds were caged in the zoo at
present.
He said that the aquarium and reptile house were also established and boating facility and fun train for visitors were also available
inside the zoo.
The recreation director further said that 125 enclosures had been built to keep the animals and birds in the zoo.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16, 27/12/2018)
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