NEWSCLIPPINGS
JANUARY TO JUNE 2017

LYARI EXPRESS WAY

Urban Resource Centre
A-2, 2nd floor, Westland Trade Centre, Block 7&8, C-5, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi.
Tel: 021-4559317, Fax: 021-4387692, Email: urc@cyber.net.pk, Website: www.urckarachi.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/URCKHI Twitter: https://twitter.com/urc_karachi

Three die as taxi falls from Lyari Expressway
Three persons died while two others sustained critical injuries when a taxi fell from the under-construction interchange on the Lyari
Expressway near Garden on Wednesday evening, according to Pak Colony police and hospital officials.
They added that the taxi driver was carrying passengers, stated to be relatives, from Al-Asif Square, and was on his way to
Mauripur. However, ostensibly owing to carelessness of the driver and overspeeding, the vehicle fell from the interchange near
Garden. A police officer said that the taxi driver came on a track where traffic did not ply.
Two officers of the Motorway Police, who were patrolling a nearby area, rushed to the spot and with the help of area people,
rescued five persons in unconscious condition and sent them to the Civil Hospital, where three of them were declared dead on
arrival, said a senior medico-legal officer, Dr Qarar Ahmed Abbasi.
Dr Abbasi said that they died of injuries. Relatives took away the bodies without allowing the doctors to conduct post-mortem
examination.
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The victims were identified as Faizullah, Syed Kaleemullah and Syed Salih Mohammed, aged between 50 and 60 years.
The injured were identified as Abdul Haq, 40, and his 15-year-old son, Naveedullah.
60-year-old woman shot dead
A 60-year-old woman was shot dead while her daughter was critically wounded in Mominabad on Wednesday, according to police.
They added that Mrs Zarina Sharif was gunned down while her daughter, Sana Sharif, 23, was injured by armed individuals inside
their home in Madinah Colony of Orangi Town.
Mominabad SHO Sabir Khattak said that the murder appeared to be the outcome of a personal enmity. However, he added that the
family has not lodged any FIR against anyone so far.
Man found shot dead in Pak Colony
A man was shot dead in Pak Colony on Wednesday morning, according to police.
Pak Colony SHO Abdullah Bhutto said he was busy in an anti-encroachment operation aimed at clearing the right of way for the
Lyari Expressway when he received information about gunfire near the Lyari River. He said as the police team reached the area
they saw the body of a man who appeared to be in his late 40s, while the suspects managed to escape.
The victim sustained a gunshot wound in his abdomen. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi.
The officer said the victim appeared to be a drug addict.
Three suspected militants arrested
Police claimed to have apprehended three suspects belonging to a banned militant outfit during a raid on a graveyard in SITE area
on Wednesday.
Acting on a tip-off provided by an intelligence agency, the police raided the Malakand graveyard within the remit of the SITE-A police
station and arrested three suspects after an encounter.
The held militants, identified as Mohammad Abid Hussain, Adnan Shiku and Mohammad Sajid, belonged to banned Harkat-ulMujahideen, said SITE-A SHO Ghulam Husain Korai.
He said three TT pistols were seized from their custody.
The officer said the suspects were involved in terrorist activities.
(Dawn 17, 16/02/2017)

‘Encroachment’ obstructing Lyari Expressway project removed
The city administration said on Friday that all the „encroachments‟ in the way of the much-delayed Lyari Expressway project had
been removed, which resulted in displacement of more than 1,500 families who had been shifted to remote Taiser Town and
Mochko.
Officials said the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) had begun taking measures to complete the scheme.
“More than 1,500 families have been displaced, a majority of whom are being compensated and moved to the colony of the Lyari
Expressway Resettlement Project (LERP) in Taiser Town and Mochko,” said a senior official of the city administration.
The officials, however, did not give details about those minority families who had not yet got such benefits, most importantly a home.

“There is good news for Karachiites that the incomplete Lyari Expressway project, which started 17 years ago is soon going to have
its abandoned north-bound track functional in entirety,” said Asif Jameel, deputy commissioner of Karachi West district.
1,500 families displaced, shifted to remote Taiser Town and Mochko
The much-hyped project had begun in 2002 during military ruler Gen Pervez Musharraf‟s regime, but it remained incomplete for
years because of issues relating to vacating native populations residing in the areas en route the flyover for decades.
The officials said that one portion of the track, from Sir Shah Suleman Interchange to Sohrab Goth, was functional, but “commuters
are unable to get the maximum relief due to encroachment along the track in Central and West districts”.
They said the „encroachment‟ in Central district had been removed last year, but a 1.5km-long track in West was fully encroached,
which had been hindering operationalisation of the 16.5km-long north-bound track.
“Good news is that the fully encroached span of 1.5km in West has ultimately been cleared and handed over to the National
Highway Authority (NHA) and FWO to commence their work,” said Mr Jameel.
Elaborating, he said the encroachment in about 1.2km area had been cleared and given to the NHA and FWO on March 25. The
remaining 300-metre area was handed over to the two organisations this week.
According to the officials, the FWO would resume work to plug the expressway‟s missing links.
“Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah was eager and interested in seeing this track functional; so, the complete removal of
encroachment along the belt in West is result of the patronage by the superior authorities,” said a senior official.
The city administration said the FWO had been asked to complete the project as soon as possible.
“Such a project of national importance had been launched in 2002. Its south-bound track – from Sohrab Goth to Mauripur – had long
been completed and is being used by motorists, but the work on the north-bound part was halted for years because of
encroachment on the area of about 2.2 kilometres,” said a senior official of the city administration.
“This is an important project aimed at reducing traffic jams in the city,” another official claimed.
However, there were big question marks over the issues arising out of massive displacement, conceded an official.
A large number of people who were displaced lost their jobs, sources of livelihood and better education for their children. Many
widows and orphans could not get possession of the plots they have been compensated with, and certain reports show the
resettlement project became a scam itself. It is learnt that the cost of the resettlement scheme has already increased manifold
because of the halt.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 17, 17/06/2017)

