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Sister allowed to pursue Perween Rahman’s murder case 
 

An antiterrorism court on Friday allowed an application filed by a sister of renowned social worker Perween Rahman to pursue the 
trial for the latter’s high-profile assassination after the death of the complainant in the case. 
 
Perween Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, who devoted her life to the development of the impoverished neighbourhoods 
across the country, was gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
The ATC-XIII judge, who is conducting trial in the judicial complex inside the Central Jail, passed this order on an application moved 
by the slain activist’s sister seeking permission to assist the prosecution during the trial. 
 
Five accused, namely Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri, 
Mohammad Imran Swati and Raheem Swati, were charged with murder on March 29. 
 
Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar submitted that the complainant in the case, Mohammad Khan, who was a driver of the slain 
Perween Rahman, had passed away in his native town a few days back. 
 
He further said that the investigating officer had also verified the death of the complainant, thus slain Rahman’s legal heir and sister 
Aquila Ismail wanted to pursue the trial and assist the prosecution. He requested to allow the application, which was allowed by the 
judge. 
 
Bail of suspect 
The court also partially heard argument on an application seeking bail for one of the suspects, Imran Swati, who was accused of 
facilitating the alleged killers of Ms Rahman and concealing information. 
 
Defence counsel Shamrooz Khan argued that his client was taken into custody by the police three years ago and charged under 
Sections 201 (causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false information to screen offender) and 202 (intentional 
omission to give information of offence by person bound to inform) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC). 
 
He argued that neither his name was mentioned in the FIR nor any recovery was made from his possession. Even his arrest was 
not made from the site, the counsel contended, adding yet an innocent person was being incarcerated. Mr Khan pleaded to grant 
bail to his client. 
 
However, the complainant’s counsel Salahuddin Panhwar sought time to advance his arguments on the next date. Allowing his 
request, the court fixed the matter for July 16. 
 
A case was registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. 
 
Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme Court that also had 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West), Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
 
The complainant’s counsel Mr Panhwar also pointed out to the court that the police high-ups were not providing adequate security to 
him, the witnesses and others linked with the high-profile assassination case despite issuance of clear directive by the Supreme 
Court. 
 
He recalled that the prosecution witnesses were reluctant to appear to testify before the court, as they lacked adequate security and 
pleaded the court to direct the investigating officer to ensure adequate security for them. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 17, 14/07/2018) 

 
Bail plea of suspected facilitator in Perween Rahman’s murder dismissed 

 
An antiterrorism court on Friday dismissed bail application of a detained suspect facing the allegations of facilitating the killers of 
renowned social activist Perween Rahman and concealing information. 
 
Police have booked Imran Swati, son of the main suspect Raheem Swati, for allegedly facilitating the killers of Ms Rahman, the 
project director of the Orangi Pilot Project. 
 
The ATC-XIII judge, who is conducting trial in the judicial complex inside the Central Jail, pronounced the order, reserved on 
Tuesday, after hearing arguments from both sides. 
 
Ms Rahman, who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods in the metropolis, had been gunned down 
near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
In the bail plea, Advocate Shamrooz Khan, defence counsel for Imran Swati, argued that his client was taken into custody by police 
three years ago and was charged under sections 201 (causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false information to 
screen offender) and 202 (intentional omission to give information of offence by person bound to inform) of the Pakistan Penal Code 
(PPC). 
 



3 
 

Neither his name was mentioned in the first information report (FIR) nor any recovery was made from his possession, maintained 
the counsel. 
 
He added that even his arrest was not made from the site and an innocent person was being incarcerated. The lawyer pleaded with 
the court to grant bail to his client. 
 
On the other hand, Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar for the complainant opposed the bail plea, arguing that the detained suspect 
could abscond if he was released on bail. 
 
He also feared that the suspect could tamper with the evidence and mentioned that the witnesses to the case were already facing 
threats. The Supreme Court had directed the police high-ups to provide them adequate protection. 
 
The counsel added Imran had concealed the information about his father when a judicial committee probing into the murder had 
summoned him to record his statement, thus playing the role of facilitator. 
 
Mr Panhwar pleaded to dismiss the bail application. 
While pronouncing the order, the judge dismissed the bail plea and fixed hearing for August 10 to record evidence of witnesses and 
others. 
 
Defence witnesses testify in Zahra Shahid case 
The defence rested its side before an antiterrorism court on Friday in a case pertaining to the murder of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
leader Zahra Shahid in 2013. 
 
Four detained accused — Mohammad Rashid alias Master, Zahid Abbas Zaidi, Irfan alias Lamba, and Kaleem — along with their 
absconding accomplices have been accused of killing the PTI leader on the eve of re-polling on Karachi’s National Assembly 
constituency NA-250. 
 
The ATC-XVII judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the Central Prison, recorded statements of four 
witnesses produced by the defence. 
 
The court adjourned hearing till Aug 18 to hear final arguments from the defence and prosecution. 
Four defence witnesses included Mohammad Rashid’s brother Mohammad Shariq, Haseenuddin, wife of Zahid Abbas Zaidi and 
mother of Kaleem. 
 
The witness Shariq deposed that the police arrested accused Mohammad Rashid mistaking him as Mohammad Rashid alias 
Master, who was the ‘real’ key suspect as named in the murder case. 
 
He further deposed that his brother, Mohammad Rashid, ran a tailor’s shop at Badar Commercial in DHA, from where he was picked 
up by police on Sept 16, 2014 in presence of his colleagues. 
 
Therefore, Shariq further deposed that he petitioned the Sindh High Court (SHC) over alleged disappearance of his brother, whose 
arrest was subsequently shown on Sept 25, 2014. 
 
The third defence witness, wife of the detained accused Zahid Abbas, testified that her husband was an employee of the Karachi 
Port Trust and was taken away by the law enforcers. 
 
She deposed that she had also petitioned the SHC after which her husband’s arrest was shown on Oct 2, 2014. 
The fourth defence witness, mother of the detained accused Kaleem, also deposed that the law enforcers took away her son and 
she had moved a petition against his alleged disappearance in the SHC and subsequently his arrest was shown by the law 
enforcers. 
 
After recording their testimonies, the defence closed its side in the case. Therefore, the judge fixed the matter for Aug 18 to hear 
final arguments from the prosecution and defence. 
 
On Thursday, the court had recorded statements of the accused as required under Section 342 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC), denying their alleged involvement in the senior PTI leader’s murder. 
 
They deposed that since they belonged to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), thus they were framed in the case on the basis 
of political rivalry. 
 
Ms Shahid, a senior leader of the PTI, was shot dead outside her home in the Defence Housing Authority on May 18, 2013. 
On July 14, the prosecution had rested its side in the case after examining around 15 prosecution witnesses. 
 
The police had arrested Rashid in an illicit weapons case on Sept 25, 2013. The prosecution claimed that during interrogations he 
had confessed to his involvement in the case of the PTI leader. Later, the police arrested Zahid Abbas Zaidi on Oct 2, 2013. 
 
A case was registered under sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of Pakistan Penal Code read with 
Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 at the Gizri police station. 
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In the interim investigation report, the investigating officer had shown Junaid Bukhari, Tariq Nawab and Asif, alias Ganja as 
absconders. 
 
According to the interim report, the prosecution witnesses included a driver of the slain leader, who had rightly picked out both 
suspects during an identification parade before a magistrate. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 17, 04/08/2018) 
 

Monitoring and ‘filtering’ of NGOs ordered 
 
Sindh Minorities Affairs, Social Welfare and Prisons Minister Hariram Kishorilal on Tuesday said there was no practice of monitoring 
non-governmental organisations working across the province, which he described as a “serious issue” warranting immediate action. 
 
“This practice should be changed and immediate action should be taken to filter these NGOs and discourage and stop those (from 
indulging in) illegal activities, antisocial practices and (being engaged in) unauthorised foreign funding,” said the minister while 
presiding over a meeting at the social welfare department. 
 
The minister asked the authorities to prepare a databank having details of all NGOs to ensure they were being regularly monitored. 
He said standard operating procedures for registration of NGOs should also be streamlined and reviewed to ensure “only clean and 
genuine organisation could qualify for registration with the social welfare authorities”. 
 
The minster asked senior officials to get advertisements published in leading newspapers asking all NGOs to fulfil preconditions 
which included annual audit report, work progress, etc. For this, he added, the NGOs should be given 30 days to comply. 
 
“The registration of those who fail to do this should be cancelled.” 
Mr Kishorilal said maintaining good governance was top on the Sindh government’s priorities’ list asking the secretary of the ministry 
to ensure the punctuality at all offices and centres across the province. 
 
The authorities were also asked to make sure requisite facilities were provided at all rehabilitation centres for physically and multiple 
handicapped children. 
 
He said people of Sindh had reposed their confidence in the PPP consecutively for the third term and added that “it is our priority to 
serve the people”. 
 
Earlier, Secretary of Social Welfare Taha Farooqui presented a detailed briefing encompassing the department’s working and 
development plans. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 18, 30/08/2018) 
 

Police asked to provide security to witnesses in Perween Rahman murder case 
 

An antiterrorism court on Thursday directed the West SSP to provide adequate security to the private witnesses who are scared of 
testifying against the suspected killers of renowned social activist Perween Rahman. 
 
Ms Rehman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods across the 
country, was gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
Five accused, namely Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri, 
Mohammad Imran Swati and Raheem Swati, have been charged with her murder. 
 
On Thursday, when the matter came up before the ATC-XIII judge, who conducted trial of five detained accused in the judicial 
complex inside the Central Jail, none of the nine private witnesses turned up. 
 
Counsel for complainant says they are scared to testify against suspects 
Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar, counsel for the complainant, said that out of the total 29 witnesses, nine were private persons, who 
were scared of coming to the court to testify against the five detained accused persons. 
 
“The witnesses are not willing to come forward as the accused are powerful and can harm them,” he added. 
Mr Panhwar recalled that the Supreme Court, where certain human rights groups had filed a petition to seek investigation into the 
social worker’s murder, had in October 2017 directed the Sindh police to provide adequate security to the slain activist’s family as 
well as witnesses. 
 
The apex court’s directive came when Rahman’s sister complained that the family was receiving serious threats following arrest of 
the key suspect, Azam Swati, the lawyer added. 
 
He complained that later the trial court had also directed the then West DIG to provide security to the complainant, witnesses and 
counsel appearing in the case, but nothing had been done so far. 
 
He told the court that previously it was informed that a DSP was tasked to give security to the private witnesses, but none of them 
turned up since no such arrangements had so far been made. 
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The counsel pleaded to direct the police high-ups to do the same. 
The judge directed the West SSP to provide adequate security and protection to the private witnesses so that they could appear and 
record their testimonies before the court. 
 
Meanwhile, the court also recorded statements of two prosecution witnesses, both police officials posted at the Pirabad police 
station at the time of the incident. 
 
The witnesses deposed that during interrogation one of the detained suspect, Amjad Hussain Khan, had confessed to his 
involvement in the murder of Ms Rahman. 
 
After recording their statements, the court issued notices to the remaining 20 witnesses, including nine private persons, to appear 
and record their statements on Sept 6. 
Nine official witnesses have so far testified in the case. 
 
Previously, the court had dismissed bail application filed by Imran Swati, who has been charged with facilitating the murder, 
including his father and main accused Raheem Swati, and concealing information about them. 
 
A case was registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. 
 
Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme Court that had also 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West), Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 17, 31/08/2018) 

 
Prosecution witnesses fail to record testimonies in Perween Rahman murder case 

 
An antiterrorism court on Thursday adjourned hearing of the case pertaining to the murder of renowned social activist Perween 
Rahman as prosecution witnesses did not turn up to record their testimonies against five detained accused persons. 
 
Ms Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods, was 
gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
Five accused — Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri, Mohammad 
Imran Swati and Raheem Swati — have been charged with her murder. 
 
On Thursday, the matter was fixed before the ATC-XIII judge for recording testimonies of the prosecution witnesses, including nine 
private persons, against the detained accused. 
 
Complainant’s counsel says witnesses did not turn up due to security concerns 
When the matter was taken up, none of the witnesses appeared before the court to testify. 
The judge, who conducted hearing in the judicial complex inside the central prison, simply adjourned hearing on the main trial and 
fixed it for Sept 10. 
 
Later, the complainant’s counsel, Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar, told reporters that neither the police officials nor the private 
witnesses turned up for recording their testimonies since they had not been provided adequate security despite issuance of clear 
directives to the West Range SSP by the court in the last hearing. 
 
The investigation officer had listed 29 witnesses in the final charge sheet, but only nine of them had been examined by the court. 
Last week, the court had issued notices to the remaining 20 witnesses, including nine private persons, to appear and record their 
statements. It had also directed the West SSP to ensure their presence and provision of adequate security. 
 
Main suspect moves bail plea 
Meanwhile, the court issued a notice to the complainant’s counsel for argument on Sept 10 on the bail application moved by a 
detained accused Raheem Swati, said to be the main suspect in the murder case. 
 
In the bail plea, Advocate Shamroz Khan, defence counsel for Imran Swati, argued that neither his client’s name was mentioned in 
the record of the case, the first information report (FIR), nor there was any eyewitness who had seen him at the time of the alleged 
murder. 
 
He pleaded that post-arrest bail be granted to Swati, arguing that he was an innocent person and was incarcerated for a long time. 
Previously, the court had dismissed bail application filed by Imran Swati, who has been charged with facilitating the killers, including 
his father and main accused Raheem Swati, and concealing information about them. 
 
The court had observed that there was great apprehension on the part of the prosecution and the complainant that the detained 
accused could harm the complainant as well as the witnesses if he was granted bail and ordered to be released. 
 
A case was registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. 
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Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme Court that had also 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West) Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 07/09/2018) 

 
Order on bail plea of prime accused in Perween Rahman murder case today 

 
An antiterrorism court reserved on Monday its order on the bail application of the prime accused in a case pertaining to the murder 
of renowned social activist Perween Rahman. 
 
Ms Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods, was 
gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
Five accused — Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri, Mohammad 
Imran Swati and Raheem Swati — have been charged with her murder. 
 
On Monday, the ATC-XIII judge took up the bail plea filed by Raheem Swati, the prime accused, to hear arguments from the 
prosecution and the complainant’s sides. 
 
Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar, the counsel for the complainant, opposed the bail plea, arguing that the applicant was the main 
accused who had made a murder plan and executed it with the help of his coaccused. 
 
Police provide no security to prosecution witnesses despite threats 
He submitted that he remained absconding for three years and was arrested by the police on the directives of the Supreme Court. 
He submitted that the accused opted to voluntarily “confess” his crime before a police officer. 
 
Arguing that the accused was dangerous, could tamper with the evidence and the lives of witnesses would be at risk, he pleaded to 
dismiss the bail. 
 
The prosecutor adopted Advocate Panhwar’s arguments and also opposed the bail plea and requested the court to dismiss it. 
After hearing their arguments, the court reserved its order on the bail plea to be pronounced on Tuesday (today). 
 
Swati moved the bail plea through his counsel, Shamroz Khan, who argued that his client’s name was not mentioned in the FIR and 
the police did not assign any role to him in the offence. 
 
There was no direct evidence against him as well, he said, adding that his client was innocent but being incarcerated for a long time. 
He pleaded to grant him bail. 
 
Previously, the court had dismissed a similar application of co-accused Imran Swati, who has been charged with facilitating the 
killers, including his father and main accused Raheem Swati, and concealing information about them. 
 
Security for witnesses ordered, again 
No prosecution witnesses turned up in court on Monday to record their statements. 
Advocate Panhwar informed the court that the witnesses were scared of coming to court as they were facing serious threats and 
despite a court order they were not provided any security. 
 
The court repeated its directive to the SSP West to provide adequate security to the prosecution witnesses, including nine private 
persons, so that they could appear in court and record their testimonies on Sept 18. 
 
It also directed the investigation officer of the case as well as the complainant’s counsel to ensure presence of the witnesses on the 
next date. 
 
The investigation officer had listed 29 witnesses in the charge sheet, but only nine of them had so far been examined by the court. 
A case was registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme 
Court that also had ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West), Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
 
Arrest warrant for ex-SHO issued 
The same court on Monday issued a non-bailable arrest warrant against former SHO Tariq Raheem in the Intizar murder case. 
It directed the IO to arrest and produce the ex-SHO since his interim pre-arrest bail had recently been cancelled by the Sindh High 
Court. A notice was also issued to his guarantor to appear in court and explain his whereabouts. 
 
Eight officials of the Anti-Car Lifting Cell, including then SHO Tariq Mehmood, inspectors Azhar Ahsan and Tariq Raheem, head 
constable Shahid and constables Ghulam Abbas, Fawad Khan, Mohammad Daniyal and Bilal Rasheed have been charged with 
killing 19-year-old student Intizar Ahmed on the night of Jan 13 in Defence. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 11/09/2018) 
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Police pledge protection for witnesses in Parween Rahman murder case 
 
KARACHI: Police assured an antiterrorism court on Tuesday that adequate protection will be provided to the key prosecution 
witnesses reportedly scared of testifying against the detained accused in renowned social activist Parween Rahman’s murder case 
owing to security threats. 
 
Five men — Raheem Swati, his son Mohammad Imran Swati with three co-accused, Ayaz Shamzai, alias Swati, Amjad Hussain 
Khan and Ahmed Khan, alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri — have been charged with her murder. 
 
Ms Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, who devoted her life to the development of the impoverished neighbourhoods across 
the country, was gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
On Tuesday, the matter was fixed before the ATC-XIII judge to record testimonies of the prosecution witnesses, including the private 
persons. But none of them turned up before the court. 
 
Advocate Salahuddin Panhwar, the counsel for the complainant, pointed out that the prosecution witnesses had once again failed to 
turn up to record their statements as they were reportedly facing security threats and the police had not yet taken any measure to 
provide security to them despite issuance of directives by the court on the last date. 
 
He argued that the witnesses were afraid that the detained accused persons were influential and could harm them. He pleaded to 
direct the West Range SSP to ensure compliance of the court’s directives and take steps for security of the prosecution witnesses. 
Therefore, the court repeated its earlier directive to the West Range SSP to provide adequate security to the prosecution witnesses 
as well as the counsel for the complainant as permissible under the law. The next hearing was fixed on Sept 29. 
 
Later, DSP Khalid appeared before the court and informed it that he had been deputed on behalf of the West Range DIG to provide 
required security to the prosecution witnesses and the complainant’s counsel. 
 
The police official also assured the court that the necessary security would be taken in this regard before the next date of hearing in 
compliance with court’s directives. The court took his statement on its record and summoned the prosecution witnesses on the next 
date to record their testimonies. 
 
The investigation officer has listed 29 witnesses in the investigation report, but only nine of them have so far been examined by the 
court. The court has repeatedly issued notices to the remaining 20 witnesses, including nine private persons, to appear and record 
their statements. 
 
The court had recently dismissed bail applications of Raheem Swati, the main accused charged with planning and executing the 
murder, and his son Imran Swati, who has been charged with concealing information about the accused persons. 
 
A case was registered under sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. 
 
Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme Court that also had 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West), Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 19/09/2018) 
 

Pressure on INGOs 
 
IT seems that the steady squeeze on international non-governmental organisations working in Pakistan is not going to let up under 
the PTI government. A spokesperson for ActionAid said on Thursday that the interior ministry without citing any reason had ordered 
the INGO to cease its operations and leave the country within 60 days. She added that 17 other INGOs had been issued similar 
notices but did not disclose any specifics. While there has been no confirmation from the interior ministry, Human Rights Minister 
Shireen Mazari’s tweet indicates that matters may indeed have taken such a turn and that the affected INGOs are among those who 
had appealed against the expulsion orders issued earlier by the government. 
 
This is the latest chapter in a saga that began in 2011 with the capture of Osama bin Laden in which a fake vaccination programme 
run by a foreign-funded aid organisation played a key role. That episode triggered a paranoia that has only intensified over time, and 
rendered the work of INGOs increasingly difficult and uncertain. They have had to re-register with the interior ministry, a process 
entailing cumbersome vetting procedures to ensure total transparency in their operations and funding. This is not objectionable in 
and of itself, of course, as any development work must conform to the local laws and not be a cover for anything other than the 
stated objectives. However, the crackdown on INGOs is consistent with a coercive environment in which critical voices are being 
silenced and the media brought to heel. Foreign-funded is not synonymous with ‘anti-state’, and the government itself must be more 
transparent about its reasons for expelling any development organisation. Many INGOs and their local partners do invaluable work 
that enables people to access healthcare, legal aid, education, food security and disaster relief. They provide employment to 
thousands, and their role in empowering local communities, particularly women, is critical. According to Human Rights Watch, 
INGOs and their local partners impact the lives of about 20m Pakistanis annually, and they are needed precisely because 
successive governments have failed the people on so many fronts. However well-meaning, it will take the PTI government several 
years and huge amounts of money to address this historical dereliction of duty. One might have expected Ms Mazari to recognise 
that, rather than assume a stridently nationalistic tone that will not compensate for the loss of upliftment services to deprived 
sections of the populace. 
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(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 07/10/2018) 
 

Govt shows door to 18 INGOs over failure to comply with rules 
 

Eighteen International non-governmental Organisations (INGOs) were notified on Sunday by the government to wrap up their 
operations over failing to comply with prescribed rules in the country. 
 
The 18 INGOs, most of were funded by the United States and European nations, were informed on October 2 by the Ministry of 
Interior through notices that their application for registration had not been approved. 
These organisations were asked to wind up operations within 60 days. 
 
Notwithstanding, these INGOs were also given the option to re-apply for registration in light of revised MoU after six months from 
the date on which they were served the notice. 
 
An employee of one of the INGOs, which has also been asked to wrap up operations, told The Express Tribune that the 
government did not provide the ‘reasons’ in the notice for having to wind up the operations. 
 
“The government should have seen the matter objectively and taken the decision after viewing the matter from case to case. We 
provided every detail of our projects, staff and other required information to the government functionaries but still we were 
denied to operate in the country,” the staffer said. 
 
“Our INGO has been giving services in health and education sectors. I believe the government should not have taken this 
decision arbitrarily,” he added. 
 
According to him, his INGO last year was denied registration by the interior ministry after which it filed appeal against it with the 
ministry and that too was turned down. He said the INGOs have been going through a rough patch after the Abbottabad 
operation in 2011, in which Osama Bin Laden was killed by US forces. 
 
Governor lauds role of NGOs in social sector 
“At that time it was said that an NGO had played a role in finding the al Qaeda chief’s whereabouts,” the staffer said. 
“It is the government’s right to decide which organisation can continue to operate in the country. However, the decision will affect 
thousands of people in the country,” he further stated. 
 
Govt lens 
Defence analyst Brigadier (retd) Said Nazeer Mohmand told The Express Tribune that intelligence agencies and the interior 
ministry carried thorough investigation before taking the step against these organisations. 
 
Mohmand said during surveillance of these INGOs, it was revealed that they were involved in ‘suspicious activities’. 
“They were doing things which were beyond their given mandate with certain foreign funded organisations which were 
conducting surveys, as well as, reportedly sharing their data with hostile agencies,” he said. 
 
The defence analyst said that some of the INGOs were also operating near sensitive installations. 
He added that some of these organisations have undoubtedly been working for the betterment of the country. However, the 
activities of others have put them under the ‘suspicious’ category. 
 
While elaborating his point of view, he said while FATA’s merger with Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa was being deliberated, a youth 
movement emerged and gained prominence overnight. “These youth conducted surveys in the area and afterwards were issued 
US visas. Just imagine what others [foreign elements] have to do with the issue of FATA’s merger with K-P,” he further stated. 
He said local influential persons are approached and certain elements are identified and they are told that these organisations 
are performing a noble cause and later on the youth are engaged in their activities. 
 
According to Mohmand, similar people and projects were given awards in the past, causing insult to Pakistan in the international 
community. The defence analyst said there seems to be a lack of focus in the country with regards to these issues. 
 
He said there is no system of scrutiny for these organisations, adding that monitoring the INGOs is a continuous process which 
does not end with a single measure. 
Despite reaching out to the interior ministry to comment over the latest development, no one was available to do so. 
(By Qadeer Tanoli The Express Tribune, 01, 08/10/2018) 
 

INGOs under scrutiny 
 

The debate surrounding the regulation of international non-governmental organisation has existed for years now. And if any 
neutrality was expected to occur under the newly-elected Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT) government, it has perhaps been put to 
rest after the interior ministry ordered 18 INGOs to cease their operations. 
 
It has recently been reported that the ministry has not only ordered 18 INGOs – nine having associations with the United States, 
three with the United Kingdom and two with Holland – to wrap up their operations from the country within 60 days, but it also 
imposed restrictions on 72 NGOs. What is worse is that the interior ministry ordered the INGOs to cease operations without 
giving any explanation. 
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Since 2011 when a fake vaccination programme run by a foreign funded aid organisation played a key role in the capture of 
Osama bin Laden, INGOs has come under strict scrutiny. They have been accused of having anti-state and anti-Islam agendas. 
This is not to say that some of these have not had dubious or corrupt ways of workings, but the scrutiny they face comes at a 
higher price, often costing the very welfare they are set up to provide to marginalised communities in the country. 
 
These INGOs as well as local NGOs work towards providing education, poverty alleviation and human rights, especially that of 
women, and also employ thousands of Pakistanis. Bridging the gaps that previous governments have continuously failed to do. It 
is no secret that millions of people of the country depend on the welfare programmes funded by these organisations. 
 
While it seems unlikely that PTI-led government will relax the policy on INGOs set by the previous regime, the incumbent 
government has yet to formally announce its policy. It is thus advisable that if the state is committed to the people’s uplift it must 
rethink its current stance on INGOs and adopt measures to provide sustainable human security. 
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 08/10/2018) 
 

Sindh government surrenders six teachers to NGO 
 

Parents and students belonging to three secondary schools of the Sindh government protested outside the Karachi Press Club 
on Saturday over the transfer of six government teachers to a school in Lyari being 
managed by a non-governmental organisation (NGO). 
 
In 1997, a programme, ‘Adopt a School’, was initiated by the Sindh government and in 
2012, this policy was formally notified by the education department. 
 
Withheld salaries: Community school teachers to be paid soon, says Mahmood 
According to one of the protesters, Jawad Shoaib, Kiran Foundation adopted Deep Chand 
T Ojha (DCTO) School in the Moosa Lane neighborhood of Lyari in 2016. 
 
“The NGO is adopting more government schools in the town [Lyari],” he said and added 
that in order to run these schools, the Sindh government is transferring teachers from 

other government-run schools, which haven’t been adopted. “This all has been happening at the behest of the Kiran 
Foundation,” he said. 
 
The strength of the teachers at DCTO School was 35 previously and it now has an addition of six teachers against 550 students 
enrolled at the school, according to Kiran Foundation Founder Sabina Khatri. 
 
The Lyari Parents and Social Workers Association protested the transfer of the public schools’ teachers while the NGO claimed 
to have no role in the transfer and posting of the teachers. 
 
In a current notification issued from the government’s District South Education Office, a copy of which Shoaib also shared with 
The Express Tribune, six teachers have been transferred to the DCTO School from different government schools of Lyari – 
Government Girls Secondary School Mir Ayub Khan, Government Girls Secondary School Mazharul Uloom and Government 
Girls Secondary Bihar Colony – which are already facing shortage of teachers. 
 
“The NGO, which has adopted the school, must recruit teachers on its own rather than just shifting teachers from one school to 
another,” he said. 
 
A computer teacher from Government Girls Secondary Bihar Colony has been transferred, who had more than 150 students 
under her. “Who will teach computer to my children now?” asked a mother, Khursheeda, in anger. She said the NGO doesn’t 
take all students and that’s why she enrolled her daughter in the Government Girls Secondary Bihar Colony School. 
 
Three students, teacher electrocuted in Mansehra 
The transferred teachers, according to another protester, Muhammad Haroon, are hardworking and competent. “What about the 
schools they were teaching at?” he said, adding that all children of Lyari are equal for them and transferring teachers to an NGO-
run school is a conspiracy against government schools. 
 
Meanwhile, Khatri told The Express Tribune that they have 550 students at their adopted school and only seven government 
teachers. “I have arranged more than 35 teachers privately,” she said and added that the private teachers are paid through 
donors. 
 
Responding to question on why the school needed more than 35 teachers for 550 students, she explained that the privately 
arranged teachers were for the school’s Early Child Education (ECE) programme and for extracurricular activities. “We have 
coaches for football, therapists, counselors and other specialised faculty at our school,” she said, adding that they have only 
eight subject teachers and are in dire need of biology, chemistry and mathematics teachers for secondary classes. 
 
In order to cater such huge number of students, she said they requested the Sindh government to provide them with a few 
government teachers. “I don’t know who these six teachers are who have been transferred on my request,” she said, repeating 
that she played no role in their transfer. “If the schools they have been transferred from are facing a shortage of teachers, the 
Sindh government could take them back,” she suggested. 
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Meanwhile, Schools Secretary Qazi Shahid Pervez did not respond despite repeated attempts. 
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune, 04, 14/10/2018) 

 
Envoys want govt to be flexible on issue of INGOs registration 

 
Envoys of several countries have asked the Pakistan government to be flexible on the issue of registration of international non-

government organisations (INGOs). 
 
A letter signed by the envoys of the United States, Canada, Australia, Japan, Norway, 
Switzerland and the European Union reads: “In the interests of the Pakistani people and our 
ongoing cooperation, we respectfully seek your leadership to help shape a more cooperative 
and nuanced arrangement on INGOs.” 
 
The recently written letter follows the government’s directive to 18 INGOs to wrap up their 
operations within 60 days after their appeals against rejection of their applications for 

registration had been dismissed. 
 
Warn move could hurt Pakistan’s image as ‘a partner on human development’ 
The envoys alleged “lack of transparency” in the registration process and regretted that the affected organisations and their donor 
governments had not been adequately explained about the reasons for the rejection of their appeals. 
 
The Pakistan government had started fresh registration of INGOs in 2015 after the announcement of the registration policy. A total 
of 141 INGOs had applied for registration under the new policy, out of which applications of 66 INGOs were approved and 41 
rejected in two groups. The organisations, whose applications had been rejected, were allowed an appeal in 90 days. 
 
The envoys’ letter warned that the move could hurt Pakistan’s image as “a partner on human development”, besides undermining 
confidence of the donors and business community. “It will also have a negative impact on the amount of donor funding that will 
reach Pakistanis in coming years and serve as a disincentive for foreign investment,” it maintained. 
 
The government had offered the affected INGOs to reapply for registration after six months. The envoys said this was impracticable. 
Envoys of these countries had last month written a letter to Minister of State for Interior Shehryar Afridi, expressing their 
reservations over the manner in which the registration was conducted. 
 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel has spoken directly to Prime Minister Imran Khan on this matter when she called to congratulate 
him on the assumption of office. 
 
The organisations that have been cleared for registration, meanwhile, have expressed reservations over the memorandum of 
understanding that had been offered to them. A source in INGOs said that so far there has been no change in government’s 
attitude. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 01, 26/10/2018) 
 

Concern over INGOs 
 
A LETTER signed by envoys of the US, EU, Canada, Australia, Japan and Norway has requested the Pakistani government to 
exhibit a more ‘nuanced’ attitude towards INGOs. Earlier this month, it was reported that 18 INGOs had been asked to wrap up 
operations for allegedly not conforming to the criteria laid down by the government. The clampdown, the reasons for which have 
lacked transparency so far, feeds into the prevailing narrative surrounding INGOs, in which they — and many of the causes they 
espouse — are viewed with suspicion particularly by conservative sections of society and the state. In this narrative, all foreigners 
are viewed with distrust. While INGOs have been working in the country since the late 1970s, their growth proliferated in the 2000s, 
especially after the earthquake in 2005. At that time, heavily funded INGOs were encouraged to fill the gaps in areas such as 
education, environment, health and sanitation, in places the government could not reach or because it did not have adequate funds 
to fulfil its responsibilities. Many also propagated human rights agendas, focusing on women, children and minority rights, while 
encouraging democratic attitudes and participatory development. They also worked closely with local NGOs, and a handful with the 
state itself, providing ample employment opportunities. Over time, however, the state’s attitude towards INGOS deteriorated — 
particularly after the Shakil Afridi fiasco, following the US raid in Abbottabad in 2011 — and a crackdown ensued. 
 
True, there is valid criticism against some INGOs — for mismanagement of funds, red tape, and ineffectiveness etc — but blanket 
vilification not only ignores all the good work done on ground, it is also extremely dangerous. In 2012, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross suspended countrywide activities after one of its workers was beheaded in Quetta. Despite great risk to their lives, 
NGO and INGO workers continue to work for issues such as the reproductive rights of women, school education and the provision 
of clean drinking water in remote villages. All states have the right to protect themselves; it is not unreasonable to have concerns. 
But if there is a lack of transparency, then the state needs to develop better monitoring policies. After all, foreign money goes into 
everything from the corporate sector to the security state. Pakistan is part of the global community, and signatory to many human 
rights conventions. No good will come of striking an isolationist pose by sending away those who may genuinely want to help. 
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 27/10/2018) 
 

Local train service from Karachi to Dhabeji starts tomorrow 
 

After a passage of almost 11 years, the Dhabeji Express will start running again in the port city from tomorrow (Thursday). 
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Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid announced that President Dr Arif Alvi 
will inaugurate the Dhabeji Express today (Wednesday) while it will be opened for 
public on Thursday (November 1). He also promised to lay a railway track from 
Gwadar to Quetta at a press conference on Tuesday. 
 
The Dhabeji Express will leave the City Station in Karachi at 7am every morning 
and reach Dhabeji station at 8:55am, after making stops at Drigh Road, Malir and 
Bin Qasim stations. Likewise, the other train would leave from Dhabeji daily at 
6:15am. The minimum fare, according to Railways Divisional Commercial Officer 
Ishaq Baloch, would be Rs25 and maximum Rs80. 
 
The train operation, according to Rashid will reduce vehicular traffic on II 
Chundrigar Road and Sharae Faisal. He also shared that the public would not be 
charged any fare on the first day. “It’s a gift to the people of Pakistan from Prime 

Minister Imran Khan,” he said, adding that he wants the labourers to reach home on time and safely, without going through the 
hassle of sitting on bus rooftops. He promised a monthly pass for labourers and another train service from Sukkur to Karachi. 
“We are willing to facilitate the circular railway project too,” he said. 
 
According to Sheikh, his agenda is to make 10 trains functional in 100 days. “The government is willing to lay down a track in 
Gwadar too,” he said, adding that they have already started work to increase the speed of trains. He appealed to the citizens of 
Khanewal and Multan to stop visiting railway stations just to use free Wifii. 
 
The Dhabeji’s train operation, according to Baloch, was suspended in 2007 and the last intra city train service was suspended in 
2016, which was from City Station to Landhi. 
 
“The government never supported its operation and Pakistan Railways was short of engines,” an official of the Pakistan 
Railways told The Express Tribune on the condition of anonymity. 
 
Sustainable operation? 
An expert has expressed the belief that Dhabeji Express’ operation will be a challenging task for the railway authorities, as they 
failed to sustain it in the past. 
 
Railways to introduce 10 new trains   
Dr Noman Ahmed, from the NED University of Engineering and Technology’s urban planning department, recalled that the 
Dhabeji Express was inaugurated by former Sindh governor Dr Ishratul Ebad in 2007 and was shut down hardly after a few 
months as it couldn’t be sustained due to faulty planning. 
 
He explained that there’s only one railway track from Karachi to Peshawar, which also passes through Dhabeji, on which freight 
railway and normal passenger trains run. “How will they accommodate the Dhabeji Express in between?” he asked, adding that it 
would be a challenging task for the railway authorities to accommodate Dhabeji Express in the existing timetable. 
 
When asked if it would ease down the traffic on Sharae Faisal, he said, “It won’t make any drastic [improvements], but would 
have some good affect.” 
 
Indian train reaches destination after almost four years 
To make this initiative successful, Dr Ahmed advised that the government also run feeder bus service to different railway 
stations. For example, a bus service from Gulistan-e-Jauhar to Drigh Station. One train, he said, would carry a maximum of 
1,200 passengers. To ease the traffic flow, he said that more than one service needs to be operated in a day. 
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune, 04, 31/10/2018) 
 

Perween Rahman murder trial be concluded within two months: SHC 
 
The Sindh High Court on Tuesday directed an antiterrorism court to conclude the trial of a case pertaining to the murder of 

renowned social worker Perween Rahman within two months. 
 
Ayaz Shamzai, alias Swati, Mohammad Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan, alias 
Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri, Mohammad Imran Swati and Mohammad Raheem 
Swati have been charged with killing Ms Rahman, director of the Orangi Pilot Project, 
on Manghopir Road in March 2013. 
 
Three accused persons through their counsel moved bail applications before the SHC 
while an official of the legal branch of police informed the SHC that out of 29 
prosecution witnesses, 19 had been examined so far. 
 

After hearing both sides, a two-judge bench of the SHC headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh discharged the bail 
applications and directed the trial court to decide the case within two months. 
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A case was registered under sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme 
Court. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 07/11/2018) 
 

DIG told to ensure SSP’s presence for testimony in Perween murder case 
 
An antiterrorism court on Monday directed the investigation DIG to ensure the presence of SSP Akhtar Farooq, currently posted as 
a personal security officer of the Punjab chief minister, for recording his statement in a case pertaining to the murder of renowned 
social activist Perween Rahman. 
 
Five detained accused — Abdul Raheem Swati, his son Mohammad Imran Swati with three co-accused Ayaz Shamzai, alias Swati, 
Amjad Hussain Khan and Ahmed Khan, aliases Ahmed Ali and Pappu Kashmiri — have been charged with her murder. 
 
Ms Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods, was 
gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
SHC wants case concluded within two months 
On Monday, the matter was fixed before the ATC-XIII judge to record testimony of the prosecution witness, SSP Akhtar Farooq. 
The prosecution had named him as a prosecution witness as he was the investigating officer of the case and a member of the joint 
investigation team which was constituted in the light of directives of the Supreme Court to probe the high-profile murder. 
 
The police officer had also grilled accused Abdul Raheem, alias Swati, and had recorded his ‘confessional’ statement under Section 
21H (conditional admissibility of confession) of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. 
 
However, Mr Farooq failed to appear before court and the current investigating officer stated that the SSP was unable to appear 
before the court as he was posted as a personal security officer to the Punjab CM and was busy. He further said that the SSP would 
appear on Nov 27. 
 
However, the judge observed that the SSP was an important witness in the case and expressed displeasure over his absence 
despite issuance of a notice to him in the previous hearing. 
 
The judge directed the investigation DIG to ensure the presence of the witness on the next date and fixed the matter on Nov 23. 
Recently, the Sindh High Court had directed the trial court to conclude the trial within two months. 
 
The trial court had also recently dismissed bail applications of Raheem Swati, the main accused charged with planning and 
executing the murder, and his son Imran Swati, who has been charged with concealing information about the accused persons. 
Initially, the murder case was registered under sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal 
Code at the Pirabad police station. 
 
Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme Court that also had 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the case by the then district and sessions judge (West), Ghulam Mustafa Memon. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 16, 20/11/2018) 
 

Rights activists ask govt to stop action against INGOs 
 
 “International non-governmental organisations (INGOs) also support Pakistan’s development agenda and progress towards 
meeting sustainable development goals, therefore, the civil society urges the government to immediately withdraw the de-
registration letters issued to INGOs,” said Karamat Ali, executive director of the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and 
Research (Piler). 
 
He was addressing a joint press conference called by human rights activists and civil society members at the Karachi Press Club on 
Friday to share their concerns about “shrinking space for discourse on fundamental rights’. 
 
They urged the government to ensure provision of all rights without any discrimination. 
 
All participants were of the view that arbitrary laws, many originating from the colonial era that curb freedom of expression, freedom 
of assembly and freedom of association must be reassessed. 
 
“Pakistan’s civil society in recent years has come under increasing pressure for its work on fundamental freedoms. Not only have 
the members of civil society faced curbs on their operations, there have also been threats to the lives, security and well-being of 
those involved in any activity related to the advancement of democratic cause and fundamental freedoms,” he said. 
 
“Pakistan’s civil society comprising human rights defenders, political workers, NGOs, academics, student bodies, media persons, 
trade unionists and other professionals have worked together as a force to protect democracy, advocate fundamental rights and 
advance delivery of essential services of health and education while empowering millions of individuals and households by 
spreading awareness of skills and economic benefits,” he said. 
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“It has been a partner in the country’s development and has made critical contributions to Pakistan’s political, economic and cultural 
foundations by assisting the government with work in the development sector to improve lives of people and also voice concerns 
over violations of fundamental rights,” he added. 
 
“The civil society in Pakistan and around the world endorses greater transparency and accountability at various levels and 
welcomes initiatives to refine laws and policies in order to meet challenges of the modern era. But recently, there have been a series 
of actions by the state and non-state actors targeting different sections of civil society, particularly the non-governmental sector by 
discrediting their work, initiating malicious campaigns and even directing threats and intimidating actions that have directly affected 
the lives of those associated with this sector,” he said. 
 
“Such kind of curbs are in addition to targeting journalists and members of professional bodies, attacks on human rights defenders 
and creating a hostile environment against all critical elements of democracy,” he said. 
 
The press conference was also attended by chairman, Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum Mohammad Ali Shah, Habibuddin Junaidi of 
People’s Labour Bureau, advocate of Sindh Human Rights Defenders Network Ali Palh, senior human rights activist Zulfiqar 
Halepoto, senior trade unionist Manzoor Razi and Qamrul Hassan of the International Union of Food Workers, South Asia, who also 
presented a charter of fundamental rights. 
 
The charter is directed towards the newly-elected federal and provincial governments. 
 
“We see the formation of a new democratic government, which came to power with an agenda of change as a sign of fresh 
beginning for Pakistan’s civil society. Both the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and the Pakistan Peoples Party have expressed in their 
respective manifestos their commitment to fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution,” said Karamat Ali. 
 
He said that the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) grey list warned Pakistan to halt the financing of terror groups working in the 
disguise of NGOs. 
 
“However, instead of banning such outfits the government is asking legally established local and international NGOs to close their 
operations here. There is a need for the government to reconsider its actions against authorised members of civil society,” he said. 
“We feel that the requirements of FATF are being misinterpreted. Therefore, there is a need to re-evaluate and work towards 
developing strategies to identify the unauthorised NGOs,” he added. 
 
It was stressed that the government revisit the INGO Registration Policy Framework 2015 through a consultative process as 
accountability and transparency mechanisms should come through a transparent and consultative process. 
 
“We urge the government to form a representative committee comprising parliamentarians, human rights institutions ... and 
members of civil society to develop a structure that supports dialogue between the government and civil society so that any 
reservations towards transparency and accountability could be addressed,” he said. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 16, 24/11/2018) 
 

Court irked by SSP’s absence in Perween murder case 
 
An antiterrorism court on Friday expressed its extreme displeasure at SSP Akhtar Farooq, who is currently posted as personal 
security officer of the Punjab chief minister, for not turning up to testify in the murder case of renowned social activist Perween 
Rahman. 
 
Five detained accused — Abdul Raheem Swati, his son Mohammad Imran Swati along three co-accused Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, 
Amjad Hussain Khan and Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali alias Pappu Kashmiri — have been charged with her murder. 
 
Orangi Pilot Project head Perween Rahman, who devoted her life to the development of impoverished neighbourhoods, was gunned 
down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
On Monday, the ATC-XIII judge had taken notice of absence of Mr Farooq, directing the DIG Investigation to ensure his presence to 
record his statement since he was an important prosecution witness. 
 
When the matter was taken up on Friday, the senior policeman was found absent again. 
 
A report was also submitted on behalf of the DIG Investigation, who maintained that SSP Farooq had been posted in Punjab and 
assured that he would appear before the court on the next date. 
 
The judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the central prison, expressing displeasure over the police 
officer’s continuous absence, again told the DIG to ensure his presence on the next date and fixed hearing for Nov 27. 
 
Then SSP West Farooq has been named as witness in the case since he was the first investigating officer who had grilled the main 
accused Abdul Raheem, alias Swati and also recorded his ‘confessional’ statement under Section 21H (conditional admissibility of 
confession) of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. 
 
It may be recalled that the Sindh High Court had recently directed the trial court to conclude the trial expeditiously within two 
months. 
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Policeman’s bail plea rejected 
The same court meanwhile rejected two applications moved by a police official seeking his release on bail. 
 
Eight ACLC officials, including the then SHO Tariq Mehmood, then inspectors Azhar Ahsan and Tariq Raheem, head constable 
Shahid and constables Ghulam Abbas, Fawad Khan, Mohammad Daniyal and Bilal Rasheed have been charged with killing 19-
year-old student Intizar Ahmed on the night of Jan 13 in Defence Housing Authority. 
 
Defence counsel contended that applicant Asghar Ahsan was behind bars since his arrest because his name was merely mentioned 
in the FIR, adding that his continuous detention would not serve any purpose since he was not required for investigation anymore. 
Vehemently opposing the bail plea, the prosecutor questioned why, being a senior police officer, the applicant did not stop his 
subordinates from firing on the victim, who lost his life. 
 
According to the joint investigation team, all accused were responsible for the illegal and unlawful act done by them, but they did not 
challenge these findings at any forum, the prosecutor argued, asking the court to dismiss the bail plea. 
 
The judge also dismissed an application moved by another detained police official Tariq Raheem seeking provision of better class 
facilities in prison, observing that he was facing trial in a heinous offence under the provision of Section 6/7 of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, 1997, as a boy of 19 years age had lost his life due to illegal and unlawful act of the applicant and the police charge sheeted 
him under these sections. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 17, 25/11/2018) 
 

Warrant issued for former IO in Perween murder case 
 
An antiterrorism court on Thursday issued a bailable warrant for the arrest of the former investigation officer (IO) of the case 
pertaining to murder of renowned social activist Perween Rahman. 
 
Five detained accused have been charged with her murder. 
 
Ms Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project, was gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
On Thursday, the ATC-XIII judge took up the matter to record statement of a prosecution witness, Raja Ulfat, the former IO of the 
case. However, the witness was absent. 
 
Taking notice of his absence, the judge ordered issuing a bailable warrant for arrest of the official witness, directing the current IO to 
arrest him and produce on the next date of hearing. 
 
The judge, who is conducting the trial in the judicial complex inside the central prison, fixed the matter on Dec 4. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 30/11/2018) 
 

Three witnesses’ warrants issued over absence in Perween murder trial 
 
Taking exception to absence of three prosecution witnesses, an antiterrorism court on Wednesday issued bailable warrants for their 
arrest and production in the court to testify in a case pertaining to the murder of renowned social activist Perween Rahman. 
 
Five detained accused have been charged with murdering her. 
 
The head of the Orangi Pilot Project was gunned down near her office in Orangi Town on March 13, 2013. 
 
On Wednesday, the ATC-XIII judge took up the matter to record statement of four witnesses, including a sister of the deceased and 
the first investigating officer of the case. However, only the former IO Raja Ulfat appeared and three other private witnesses were 
absent. 
 
The judge recorded the statement of former IO Ulfat, who deposed that he had lodged the first information report (FIR) of the 
incident. He further deposed that he had filed an interim investigation report in the case, stating that no concrete evidence was 
found against one detained suspect Bilal, alias Tension, to link him with the alleged crime and had sought his release under Section 
497(2) of the CrPC. Accepting his report, the court released the detained suspect. 
 
After recording his statement, the judge took notice of the absence of other three witnesses and issued bailable warrants for them. 
The judge directed the IO to arrest them and produce them on the next date and fixed the matter for Dec 7. 
 
The trial court has already declared two absconding suspects — Noor Mohammad and Ehsanuddin — proclaimed offenders in the 
case and separated their case from the trial of the five detained accused. 
 
According to the prosecution, some of the detained accused during interrogations had confessed to their involvement in the crime 
and disclosed that local leaders of the Awami National Party had hired Taliban militants to kill Perween Rahman. 
 
Ayaz and Raheem, said to be local leaders of the ANP, were living near the OPP office and allegedly tried to obtain a designated 
area to build a karate training centre, but Ms Rahman refused to allow it. 
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The prosecution further said that all the accused were present in a meeting held in January 2013 at the residence of Raheem in 
which they planned her assassination, adding that they hired a local ‘commander’ of TTP Moosa and Mehfoozullah, alias Bhaloo, to 
kill the OPP head. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 06/12/2018) 
 

INGO clampdown 
 

Every state has the right to protect itself with actions that it thinks appropriate. The Pakistan government ordered the other day 
18 INGOs to leave the country after rejecting their final appeal to stay. Most of the banned INGOs are reportedly US-based and 
the rest are from Britain and the EU. Another 20 groups are at risk of being shown the door after authorities a few months back 
listed some 38 welfare groups for likely closure. The authorities have cited issues such as discrepancies in visa and registration 
documents for the action. On Dec 5, Human Rights Minister Shireen Mazari said the 18 groups asked to leave had spread 
disinformation. 
 
Certain quarters believe the crackdown on aid groups is the fallout from the CIA sting operation in which Pakistan doctor Shakil 
Afridi, posing as and international aid worker, used a fake hepatitis vaccination programme to try to get DNA samples from 
Osama Bin Laden’s family as a means of pinpointing his location. ISPR DG Major General Asif Ghafoor denies any link between 
the closures of INGOs and the Bin Laden operation saying they simply did not meet the criteria. 
 
There is also a perception in Islamabad that some INGOs are also engaged in espionage activities. 
 
The spokesman for Pakistan Humanitarian Foundation, an umbrella representing 15 of the charities, claimed that these charities 
alone helped 11 million poor Pakistanis and contribute more than $130 million in assistance. 
 
Considering what independent observers say about welfare organisations’ work that what they have done in a few years the 
government would not have done in many years, we hope the government has taken the action keeping in view all aspects of 
the issue. It goes without saying turning away aids groups at a time when the state’s finances are in a perilous condition would 
mean adding to the difficulties of the vulnerable sections of the populace. 
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 18, 07/12/2018) 
 

The politics of INGOs 
 

Pakistan has had a troubled relation with the INGOs. This is especially since the passage of the KLB Act that allowed USAID to 
directly fund INGOs in Pakistan creating an anxiety within the security establishment. On the 
surface, it may appear as the state trying to curb democracy and maintain control but the issue is 
much deeper than that and is not exclusive to Pakistan. Over 96 countries around the world 
including India, Russia, China and Israel have in the past restricted the operations of INGOs and 
NGOs inside their borders identifying them as a challenge to their national sovereignty and 
security. 
 
The real question here is if this security anxiety is part of the developing world paranoia — what 
many Western observers condescendingly attribute as the ‘conspiracy mindset’ or does this 

security anxiety have legs to stand? 
 
Needless to say that not all INGOs are peddling an agenda, but what is also true is that there are many INGOs that are indeed a 
cause for concern. Hence, this anxiety of the Pakistan government is not unfounded and has its roots in the US strategy that 
integrates security and development into a policy nexus to achieve its strategic interests in the developing world through a 
‘whole of government’ approach. This is because since the end of the Cold War and especially since 9/11, the West has 
perceived the national security threat to emanate not from powerful states but largely from the weak states that allow non-state 
actors to thrive within their borders. Therefore, the US policy integrated security and development as a strategy to deliver 
counter-terrorism and insurgency goals in these fragile states where poverty and terrorism appeared to reinforce global 
insecurity. Part of this required collecting raw intelligence from ground and conducting covert operations, the other part was to 
win hearts and minds through development assistance — essentially to buy influence that would support the US strategic aims in 
the region. 
 
Development sector including INGOs and NGOs in many cases, thus, play a critical role albeit unconsciously as a platform to 
deliver American strategic goals in what Mary Kaldor refers to as the new style of wars. The result? We have an entire 
development agenda both securitised and politicised to serve the interests of the Western powers. For instance, the polio 
campaign in Pakistan has suffered enormously because the US decided to pursue OBL hunt through polio vaccination 
campaigns at the expense of the lives of Pakistani children in the tribal areas. Similarly, the US State Department on record 
funded the Sunni Tehreek to mobilise and conduct rallies against the Taliban and issue fatwas in what is a gross politicisation of 
Barelvis in Pakistan, the effects of which we can observe today. 
 
But this securitisation of development is nothing new. This is constitutive of the very philosophy of the US foreign assistance to 
the developing world. For instance, The US Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 clearly states that aid is to be used to promote “the 
foreign policy, security and general welfare of the United States”. This is then backed with a historical precedence of the Marshal 
Plan during the Cold War where over 5% of the funds were directed to the CIA to run its covert programmes in the Western 
European countries to sabotage pro-Soviet governments, labour unions and influence the foreign policy and public perception 
through propaganda. The CIA and USAID have worked more closely than what may appear to us on the surface, and it is 
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unreasonable to believe that the trend has somehow now changed especially at a time when the US faces a non-traditional 
security threat that requires what Joseph Nye Jr calls the ‘smart power’ — a comprehensive use of military, diplomacy and 
development aid to achieve US national security goals. 
 
The politicisation of development is another product of this non-traditional security-development nexus approach by the US. 
Through the INGOs, the US and many other governments are known to buy influence in the developing countries like Pakistan. 
For example, if we look at the base level USAID data, one of the main policy think tanks in Islamabad, founded and headed by a 
senior member of a major political party, received $605,000 funding from USAID through NED to work on democracy-related 
programmes in the country between 2011 and 2017. What is more striking is that while the politician in question was Pakistan’s 
diplomat to the United States, the think tank continued to receive $260,000 from USAID — a serious conflict of interest that went 
unchecked. Similarly, another educational trust fund operating in K-P that lists senior politicians of a notable political party as 
Board of Directors also received $373,182 between 2010 and 2015 from USAID through NED. 
 
With all due respect to the seasoned politicians in question, and I appropriate no allegations of misuse of their authority, the fact 
remains that there are no ‘free lunches’ in matters of global politics. The very fact that their organisations receive funding from 
the US government is self-explanatory to how INGOs try to exert influence through direct and indirect means. This is in line with 
the several academic studies that look at the donor funding through the neocolonial political lens that enables Western states to 
exert influence over the local elite. 
 
While there are many other facets to the INGOs debate, there is very little question that many such INGOs unfortunately are 
vulnerable to imperial pressures and therefore provide a platform to serve Western political and security agendas, that often run 
contrary to the national security and development vision of the recipient states. In that context for Pakistan to suspend INGOs 
given especially its experiences with Raymond Davis, drone strikes and polio vaccination controversies is almost entirely 
understandable and not a product of unfounded conspiracy theories. 
(By Hussain Nadim The Express Tribune, 17, 18/12/2018) 
 
Perween Rahman murder case hearing adjourned on lawyer’s request for time to file appeal 

 
A lawyer on Saturday asked an antiterrorism court conducting trial in the Perween Rahman murder case to grant time to file an 

appeal against its order before the Sindh High Court. 
 
Ayaz Shamzai alias Swati, Mohammad Amjad Hussain Khan, Ahmed Khan alias Ahmed Ali 
alias Pappu Kashmiri and Mohammad Imran Swati, Mohammad Raheem Swati have been 
charged with allegedly killing Ms Rehman, director of the Orangi Pilot Project, on Manghopir 
Road in March 2013. 
 
On the previous hearing, the judge of ATC-13, who is conducting the trial at the judicial 
complex inside the Karachi central prison, dismissed an application filed by the lawyer for 

complainant, Salahuddin Panhwar, under Section 540 (power to summon material witness) of the criminal procedure code asking 
the trial court to call the members of a joint investigation team (JIT) which reinvestigated the case as witnesses. 
 
The trial court had rejected an application to call members of the joint investigation team as witnesses 
 
Since, the prosecution had examined all important witnesses the counsel for the complainant requested the trial court to grant time 
to file an appeal against its order before the SHC. 
 
The lawyer also said that an application had also been filed before the Supreme Court for the arrest of the absconding accused. The 
court adjourned the hearing till Jan 5. 
 
The prosecution said that some of the detained accused during interrogations confessed to their involvement and said that local 
leaders of the Awami National Party had hired Taliban militants to assassinate Ms Rahman. 
 
Ayaz and Raheem, local leaders of ANP, were residing near the OPP office and tried to obtain a designated area to construct a 
Karate centre, but Ms Rehman refused, it added. 
 
The prosecution further said that all the accused persons were present in a meeting held in January 2013 at the residence of 
Raheem in which they planned the assassination of Ms Rahman, adding that they hired a local TTP commander, Moosa, and 
Mehfoozullah alias Bhaloo to assassinate the OPP head. 
 
The investigating officer stated that two other accused in the case — Qari Bilal and Mehfoozullah — had already been killed while 
Bilal Ahmed alias Tension had been released after his arrest for lack of evidence. Moosa, Shaldar Khan and others are still at large. 
A case was registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the 
Pirabad police station. Later, Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 was incorporated in the case on a directive of the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan that also had ordered a judicial inquiry into the case. 
 
The judicial inquiry report, placed before the apex court in 2014, had recommended that the murder be reinvestigated by an 
efficient, independent and honest police officer. It expressed dissatisfaction over the probe stating that the police investigators had 
not hesitated to manipulate key aspects of the investigation. 
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A JIT was constituted to review the investigation on the directive of Supreme Court, which was approached by Aquila Ismail, sister 
of the slain Ms Rahman, and Zohra Yousuf of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan for reinvestigation into the case. 
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 30/12/2018) 

 


