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SC commission summons supermarket owner, others for using Lyari riverbed as parking lot

The Supreme Court-mandated commission on water and sanitation in Sindh on Monday summoned the owner of a superstore along
with Karachi police chief, directors general of Karachi Development Authority (KDA), Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) and
local government secretary for using Lyari riverbed as a parking lot.

The head of the commission retired Justice Amir Hani Muslim in his order said it was noticed during the visit of the commission that
private parking has been allowed in the bed of Lyari River near Gulshan-i-lgbal.

On enquiry, it was revealed that the customers who visit Imtiaz Supermarket use this space as parking area, it added.
The commission observed it was very strange that riverbeds or beds of natural drains were being allowed for parking purposes
which appeared to be an outright illegality.

Orders probe into affairs of Jamshoro’s town municipal office

It directed the SBCA DG, city police chief and local government secretary to turn up on Aug 29 and inform the commission that who
has permitted the supermarket to avail such facility while the owner of the superstore was also summoned to appear with a
justification that under which law he has been allowed parking facility in the bed of river instead of providing such facility within the
premises of the store.

The commission also put the SBCA DG on notice for Aug 29 with direction to come up with an explanation that how the superstore
building lacked parking facility.

Probe ordered against CMO, chairman
The commission also ordered the Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) to take up the matter against chief municipal officer (CMO)
and town committee chairman over alleged financial irregularities in the affairs of town municipal office of Jamshoro.

It also directed the provincial authorities to issue a notification of withdrawing financial powers of CMO and chairman immediately
and confer the same on the Jamshoro deputy commissioner as it was done before in the case of Shikarpur DMC.

On the directive of the commission, the local government secretary conducted an inquiry and submitted the report. However, the
CMO and Jamshoro chairman did not turn up on Monday.

The local government secretary conceded that the financial powers of CMO and chairman needed to be withdrawn on the account
of serious irregularities in handling of public funds and the DC should be given the same powers to run the business of town
committee.

The commission referred the matter to ACE after observing that prima facie there was enough material reflecting misuse and
misappropriation of public funds as per the inquiry report conducted by the local government secretary.

It asked the director ACE to probe the matter in line with the inquiry report and proceed against the persons concerned in
accordance with law.

More time granted for inspection of sugar mills
The commission allowed more time for the inspection of sugar mills and distilleries in the province in order to suggest installation of
treatment plants for treating effluent.

On Aug 1, the commission had directed Dr Ghulam Murtaza of the Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) to
inspect the mills and distilleries along with the officials of Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) and suggest the treatment
plants which could be appropriate for treating the nature/volume of the effluent and submit report in three weeks.

However, Dr Murtaza turned up on Monday and requested for 10-days time and said that he could not visit all the sugar mills and
distilleries.

While allowing his request, the commission directed him to come up with reports on Sept 17.

Meanwhile, the commission has issued directives to the officials of around 15 industrial units, located in Kotri industrial zone, to
install treatment plants and septic tanks on the premises of their industries within four and two months respectively and warned to
seal their units if they failed to implement the directive within the stipulated period.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 17, 28/08/2018)

Supermarket given one month to shift parking lot from Lyari riverbed

The Supreme Court-mandated commission on water and sanitation in Sindh on Wednesday granted one month to the owner of a
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. b LIH R eyl
¢ 4

Lo e ey s el

LA Ty e
S0

However, the head of the commission retired Justice Amir Hani Muslim warned of stern action if
parking or any other activity was noticed after the stipulated period within the riverbed or on its bank.




The owner of Imtiaz Supermarket Umar Imtiaz along with his counsel turned up before the commission on Wednesday after he was
summoned along with officials of departments concerned for using the riverbed near Gulshan-i-lgbal as a parking lot.

He assured the commission that the Lyari riverbed will not be used for any commercial activity or car parking as far as the
superstore was concerned. But, he sought one month’s time for the alternative arrangement of parking for his customers.

Commission comes down hard on SBCA DG for ignoring encroachments

While granting 30-day time, Justice Muslim ruled that after the lapse of stipulated time, if any parking or activity was noticed within
the riverbed or on its bank stern action would be taken by the police and directed the Karachi commissioner and city police chief to
issue respective directives to all the authorities concerned.

He observed that riverbed cannot be encroached upon either by any public or private organisation and in future the officials of all the
departments concerned must remain vigilant as no encroachment on the banks or inside the beds of rivers in any part of the city
would be tolerated.

These encroachments are primary factor which has destroyed the flow of sewerage drains of entire city, he added.

lllegal encroachments irk commission
The commission came down hard on the director general of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) Iftikhar Qaimkhani for
allowing supermarkets to operate without parking lots and illegal encroachments across the city.

It also put the SBCA chief on notice on many complaints received from Nazimabad and other areas of the provincial metropolis and
directed him to take immediate action ensuring demolition of illegal encroachments and also make certain that all the buildings
within the city were regulated as per the Sindh Building Control Ordinance.

The commission also directed its focal person Asif Hyder Shah to coordinate on these issues with SBCA, Karachi commissioner and
police.

The SBCA DG said that they have a police station, but complained that there was shortage of police force and the SHO has been
posted there for last five years.

When confronted, the city police chief conceded that an SHO cannot continue for such a long time at a police station. Therefore, the
commission ruled that the SHO needed to be transferred in terms of the rules and an officer of good repute be posted in his place
forthwith.

Cleanliness around road ordered
The commission directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and Karachi Cantonment Board (KCB) to clean the areas
around Rafiqui Shaheed Road.

After being summoned, the chief executive officer of the KCB submitted that sewage and water was the responsibility of KWSB
while the disposal of municipal waste was the liability of KCB.

The commission pointed out that municipal disposal was lying on footpaths of Rafiqui Shaheed Road while sewage was also
surfacing on road from leaked pipelines.

It asked the KWSB to plug the sewerage or potable water lines and clean the area by late evening while the KCB chief also assured
the commission that the entire municipal disposal of the area will be regularly taken care of and dustbins be placed immediately for
proper disposal of waste.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 17, 30/08/2018)

City council approves charged parking at 24 locations

The Clty Councn of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) in its session on Friday approved charged parking at 24
;%_ different locations of the city until December 2018. Through another resolution, the council
approved a change in the map of the Zulfigarabad Oil Terminal’s tankers parking.

Rawalpindi needs parking plazas, says mayor

The session kicked off in the absence of Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar. Muttahida Qaumi
Movement — Pakistan’s (MQM-P) parliamentary leader, Aslam Shah Afridi, presided over the
session during which two resolutions were approved with majority votes.

- Earlier, voting was held between parliamentary leaders of three different parties. To preside

over the session in the absence of Mayor, Municipal Commissioner Syed Saif ur Rehman
conducted the voting where Aslam Shah Afridi of MQM got 89 votes, Karamullah Waqasi of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
obtained 55 votes and Junaid Mukati of Jamat-e-Islami (JI) obtained three votes.

Removal of parking stands ordered on Mall Road



The session lasted hardly 10 minutes in which Afridi swiftly got the two resolutions approved without any debate, after which the
opposition protested. A member of the charged parking committee, Shehnaz Malik of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) said that
she was never informed about the resolution for charged parking. “We were not even allowed to speak for a minute on the
issue,” she said.

(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 29/09/2018)

Parking mafia

Recently, | went to Shaheed-e-Millat Road in Karachi near Medicare Hospital. When | parked the car there, a person came to me
and said that was a charged parking area of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC). He said that Rs50 would be the parking
fee.

| said that all KMC parking area were charging Rs20 and why he was charging more. | also asked him for the receipt and when
he handed it over to me, | noticed that three important things were missing from it: the KMC phone number, timing of the parking
and the parking fee amount. That person was not either wearing any identity card to prove whether he was a KMC official.

Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar has taken strict actions against encroachment in the city over the last few weeks. | wonder when
he will take strict actions against this parking mafia that has been on the streets of Karachi for past many years. | have seen
thousands of complaints in newspapers and on social media regarding the parking fee issue, but no proper method has been
introduced to tell the citizens what areas of the city have a parking charge and at what times. | recommend launching a KMC
WhatsApp query number from where anyone can get information within few seconds.

(By Mubashir Mahmood The Express Tribune, 17, 14/12/2018)

KMC decides to restore Karachi Zoo

The Karachi Metropolltan Corporatlon (KMC) has decided to make efforts to make the Karachi Zoo attractive for the people,
ol A< e I AL especially children. The zoo’s boundary wall will be decorated with paintings of big

N i I animals, according to the plan, while sign boards will be placed containing names and
information about all animals, birds and old trees. The environment of the zoo will be
changed in a way that people who never visited the zoo before would also want to take
their children there.

This was decided in a meeting held at Karachi Zoo headed by the KMC Commissioner Dr
Syed Saifur Rehman on Wednesday. Recreation Senior Director Mansoor Qazi, Aquarium
Additional Director Ismail Shakir, Deputy Director Abida, Veterinary Dr Amir Ismail and
Horticulturist Zamin Abbas were also present at the event.

Rehman conducted a detailed survey of the zoo and inspected different animals, birds and their cages and said that the
gardeners, security guards and other staff members working in the zoo should have a specific uniform. “This matter has been
discussed with a private bank which will provide the selected and approved uniform for the staff.”

Appreciating the staff on the security and cleanliness of the zoo, he said that they should maintain such an environment that the
visitors feel secure while enjoying. “The lack of big animals in this zoo will also be supplemented. The provincial government has
been requested for it,” he added. He also surveyed the Mughal Garden, ancient fountains and waterfall installed outside the
Karachi Zoo and expressed joy on seeing them operational.

Karachi Zoo Director Dr Mansoor Qazi said that this historical zoo was established in 1870. “Around 850 animals and birds from
various species are present here currently. In addition to this, a fish house with beautiful fishes and reptile house is also present
in the zoo.” He added that a fun land along with boating facility was also available. He informed that the total number of cages in
the zoo is 125.

An information desk was also set up where the visitors could get information about location or lost things. Direction boards to
direct towards different animals and birds’ cages have also been placed.

Old trees that are about 100-150 years old are also there in Karachi zoo which include Banyan, Neem, Fig and Tarmarind trees.
The roots of these trees are growing further which is adding to the beauty of the zoo. All these ancient trees were planted in the
era of British Colonial rule.

(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 28/12/2018)



