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Quality healthcare
THE success met by PTI chief Imran Khan in politics can be considered mixed, but there is no argument
that in his altruistic venture, he has shone. Since 1994, when the first iteration of the Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre started being accessed by the public, thousands of
patients — many of them the poorest of the poor — have benefited. Commendably, the institution has
been established in Peshawar too, with the groundbreaking ceremony of the third iteration taking place in
Karachi on Thursday in DHA City. On the occasion, Mr Khan spoke about the need for all patients to be
treated equally. He added that 75 per cent of the patients coming to the Lahore facility are treated for
free, and underscored the paucity of quality healthcare in the country.
This is a good time to raise the question with greater force: why has Pakistan allowed the public-sector
healthcare system to fall into such a shambles? Does the lack of concern stem from the dismissive
attitude evident amongst governmental ranks about the bulk of the populace that struggles every day
against poverty, hunger and ill-health? Specialised healthcare and technical expertise is of course
available; the problem is that there is not enough of it, and it can be accessed by only a tiny minority.
Where privileged members of society, even government officials, waste no time in flying abroad for
treatment, ordinary citizens must make do with the scarce resources of the state-run health infrastructure.
That the issue hinges on effort rather than incapacity is obvious from the example of the Sindh Institute of
Urology and Transplantation, which was carved out of the government-run Civil Hospital and turned into a
resounding success. While it largely runs on charity and donations, there is no reason the government
cannot shoulder the burden. The only thing keeping the state from raising such facilities throughout the
country, with the required funds at their disposal, is the sincerity of purpose. It must stop abdicating
responsibility.
(Dawn 08, 03/01/2017)

First batch of machines to lift garbage from Karachi arrives from China
The first batch of machines imported from China to lift garbage in Karachi‘s district South has arrived at
the Karachi port and the second shipment is expected to arrive next week, officials in the Sindh
government told Dawn on Friday.
Jam Khan Shoro, Sindh minister for local government, said the first batch included 200 tricycle refuse
vehicles, 1,300 handcarts, 5,000 dustbins of 240-litre capacity, several 280-litre steel dustbins, 3,200
dustbins of 260-litre capacity, showers to clean trees, mechanical sweepers and street-washing vehicles.
Officials at the CM House said that Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah had directed Mr Shoro to get the
machinery cleared at the earliest so that the garbage-lifting scheme could be launched without delay.
―The chief minister wants to launch the project before the [end] of this month,‖ an official in the Sindh
government said. Mr Shoro said the second shipment of machines will arrive on Jan 10 and will include
loaders and other heavy equipment.
Advertisement
The Chinese company, Changyi Kangjie Sanitation Engineering Company Limited, had won the Rs2bn
annual contract to process waste in the city. The District South Municipal Corporation, with a majority of
elected representatives from the Pakistan Peoples Party, was the first of Karachi‘s six urban
municipalities that agreed to the scheme and passed a resolution in this regard, a mandatory prerequisite
for the plan.
DMC East, with a majority of representatives from the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, followed suit and
joined the project planned by the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board. ―The equipment for DMC East
will arrive soon,‖ Mr Shoro said.
The remaining four DMCs will be included in the scheme after they complete the prerequisites.

Officials explained that Karachi South produced the highest volume of waste — 1,300 tonnes a day —
among the six districts of Karachi followed by Karachi East which produced around 1,000 tonnes of
garbage a day.
The government would pay the Chinese firm Rs2bn each year, which, the officials claimed, was the least
costly option by international standards. After the Chinese firm begins its operations, the city‘s sanitation
workers will be placed at the disposal of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board.
Officials said the Chinese firm would lift garbage from in front of houses, compress and shift it to
designated garbage transfer stations in respective districts.
The company is in consultation with the government to transfer the garbage to a landfill site where it
would establish a power plant to produce energy from the city‘s garbage.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 18, 07/01/2017)

Garbage collection in Karachi reeks of dirty politics
Garbage collection in Karachi reeks of dirty politics as the Chinese contractors hired to carry out the
process are still awaiting approvals from the district municipal corporations (DMCs).
The Pakistan Peoples Party‘s (PPP)-led Sindh government decided to outsource garbage collection in the
city to a Chinese company, Changyi Kangjie Sanitation Engineering Company, soon after the formation of
the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB).
100-day campaign: Garbage backlog to be cleared on priority basis
The contract for garbage collection has already been awarded for districts East and South but it has yet to
be made public. An official claimed that the government has agreed to pay Rs2 billion
every year for garbage collection of two districts and this decision has not sat well with
the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM). According to MQM‘s Khawaja Izharul Haq,
who is the opposition leader in the Sindh Assembly, a local company could have
carried out the garbage collection in less than half the money being offered to the
Chinese company.
Since MQM holds a majority in three of Karachi‘s six districts – East, Central and Korangi – their
opposition can delay the garbage collection process. The private contractor needs the approval of the
DMCs‘ councils as per the law, explained SSWMB managing director Dr AD Sajnani.
Not on the same page
Despite the unanimous opposition to the outsourcing of garbage collection, the MQM lacks its usual
uniformity when it comes to this issue. The party has majority in districts East, Korangi and Central but
only District East has given consent to the Chinese company and the garbage collection is scheduled to
kick off from February whereas District Central vowed to oppose the move.
The DMC Central chairperson, MQM‘s Rehan Hashmi, told The Express Tribune that they will resist the
Chinese company‘s operations in his district. ―Only if half of the amount that is being given to the Chinese
company is transferred to the DMC, we will uplift [garbage] in the entire district,‖ said Hashmi, adding that
there has been a lack of transparency in awarding contract to the Chinese company by the Sindh
government. ―We are doing whatever we can to lift the garbage in our district,‖ he pointed out.
Meanwhile, the chairperson of DMC East, MQM‘s Moeed Anwar, said garbage collection has been
outsourced in all countries in the world. ―We may not be able to collect garbage in our districts with the
existing system,‖ he said. If the Chinese company does not do a good job, they can be sent back, he
added.

DMC Korangi has yet to make a decision but they are inclined to follow the same path as District Central.
―We will see how they operate in other districts and then come to a decision,‖ said DMC Korangi
chairperson Nayyar Raza, also of the MQM. His district has yet to receive the SSWMB letter requesting
for the council‘s approval for garbage collection.
Trail of trash: Garbage dumping spots adjacent to schools worry staff
As for mayor Wasim Akhtar, he is very much on board with the decision to oursource garbage collection
to a Chinese company.
Each district is free to make its decision and the performance of the SSWMB in districts South and East
will tell if other districts should allow the Chinese company to operate or not, he said, adding that the
districts have nothing to do with the party or its policies.
In principle, all powers should lie with the city mayor, said MQM spokesperson Aminul Haque, adding that
the same job can be done by the DMCs on their own at half the cost. As for DMC East‘s approval, he said
the decision was made in haste.
One small step
The waste management board is, therefore, kicking off the garbage collection from only districts South
and East for now. ―We cannot go in any district against their will,‖ said Dr Sajnani, hoping that pressure
from the people will make other councils give their approvals.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 08/01/2017)

Workers demand govt reverse decision to privatise garbage disposal
A large number of civic agency workers left their job of garbage collection and staged demonstrations at
different places on Monday to protest against the Sindh government`s plan to hand over garbage
collection
and
disposalin
the
city
to
a
private
company.
The protest was organised by the local government anti-privatisation committee,
and its leaders Zulfiqar Shah and Kaneez Fatima, among others, spoke at the
demonstration. It was highlighted that the establishment of the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board (SSWMD) was an attempt to interfere in the jurisdiction of all
civic agencies that had been handling garbage disposal in the city since their
establishment.
They said thatifstaffshortage was overcome, equipment repaired and brought on to the roads, and if even
half theresources that were being made available to the Chinese company were provided to the civic
agencies, they could clean the city within a year.
The workers said that theywould continue their protest till the government took back its decision of
handing over garbage disposal to the private company and decided to give the job back to the civic
agencies.Earlier, the workers gathered at the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) workshop at
Nishtar Road and along with garbage trucks took out a procession. After passing through MA Jinnah
Road they then staged a demonstration at the KMC head office. Later the procession, after passing
through various city roads, came to the office of the SSWMB on Tipu Sultan Road.
The protestors then reached University Road and staged a demonstration near the Civic Centre and
Gulshan Zone office of the District Municipal Corporation, and as a result traffic was disrupted on one of
the busiest traffic arteries of the city.
The protesters were carrying banners with their demands written on them and were chanting slogans.
Sever
al workers also took out smaller processions from different parts of the city which, after passithrough
various city roads, joined the main procession.
(Dawn 18, 10/01/2017)

Faulty construction: Garbage fire kills three children in Lyari
A torn teddy bear stares from behind a half-burned swing hanging from the roof. It lies next to a pile of
burned clothes strewn around. Nearby, there is a golden cupboard carrying charred remains of Umair‘s
possessions – the man who lost perhaps his most valuable treasure on Tuesday.
Umair‘s three children lost their lives in a deadly fire that erupted in a garbage pile in a
small alley located next to his house in Lyari.
The alley, located between Noor Manzil and Fatima Manzil apartments, had
accumulated a large pile of garbage that caught fire at around 3:15am on Tuesday.
The smoke and flames engulfed Umair‘s house, located on the second floor of Noor Manzil, as a window
in his house opened into this alley.
It seemed like someone from Fatima Manzil threw a lit cigarette into this alley and the mound of garbage,
which reaches all the way up to the first floor, caught fire, said a Noor Manzil resident, Muhammad
Azeem.
According to him, Umair‘s family was fast asleep when the fire broke out. ―Most of the residents jumped
through the staircase to save their lives as the apartments started getting filled with smoke,‖ he said,
adding that it took the fire trucks two hours to reach the apartments.
Using a wooden ladder from a nearby shop, the neighbours rescued Umair and his wife. ―The children
were unconscious when they were brought out,‖ he recalled. The entire family was rushed to the hospital.
Civil hospital spokesperson Dr Abdul Qadir Siddiqui told The Express Tribune that the three children were
dead when they were brought to the facility. All three children died from suffocation due to smoke and
minor burns, and were immediately transferred to the mortuary, he added.
Meanwhile, their mother, Shamim, was treated for minor injuries and was discharged on Tuesday
morning. Umair suffered burns on 7% of his body and had minor injuries so he was admitted at Civil
hospital‘s Burns Centre, said the unit chief Dr Ahmer Ibran. ―We also discharged him as he had to go take
care of his children‘s last rites.‖
The police are treating the case as an accidental fire and, therefore, no case has been registered, said
Kalri police station SHO Nisar Lodhi.
At risk
Noor Manzil hardly portrays the image of safe living conditions. Naked electric wires were hanging off the
meters inside the building.
The residents had to disconnect the electricity and gas connections on their own as no utility provider
reached on time, complained Azeem.
And this is not the first time the garbage pile caught fire. ―Last year, similar fires broke out in the garbage
inside the ‗gandi gali‘ [dirty alley] at least three times,‖ he said. The alley is so small and inaccessible that
no machinery can enter to clean it up, he added.
The residents have requested the building owner to address this issue several times, said another
resident Akram, who added that the owner has been unavailable on his phone since the fire broke out.
―The residents here are living on pagri [a form of rental agreement] and pay Rs8,000 to Rs10,000 per
month,‖ he said.
With additional reporting by Mudaser Kazi
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 11/01/2017)

SEPA told to survey factories dumping waste into sea
The Sindh Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) was ordered on Thursday to survey all factories
producing hazardous waste and dumping it into the sea without treatment.
The survey report is due within four days, said the judicial commission set up to probe the allegations that
the Sindh government has failed to provide clean drinking water and proper sanitation.
Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro of the Sindh High Court, who is heading the commission established in
compliance of the Supreme Court orders, issued these directives after Sepa director Waqar Hussain
admitted that the agency had not conducted any survey to identify the industrial units falling within any of
its three categories.
Environmental hazard: SEPA comes down hard on Sindh’s sugar mills
He explained that the industries falling in the A category produce severe hazardous or poisonous
effluents, therefore, it is mandatory for them to install waste-water-treatment plants. Those in the B
category also produce hazardous and poisonous effluent but it is relatively lesser in volume than those in
the A category, he added.
The C category comprises mainly dry units, which either do not produce any hazardous effluent or
produce then within permissible standards. However, no survey has been conducted to identify such
units, he admitted.
Meanwhile, North Karachi Industrial Area Association‘s secretary-general Mirza Muhammad Hussain told
the commission that 2,200 industrial units of varying categories are operating in the North Karachi
Industrial Area. The garbage was being removed by ZM Corporations under a contract, he said.
He admitted, however, that industrial effluent and waste was being discharged in the Lyari River through
the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) pipelines network ‗without any treatment.‘ A treatment
plant was installed in Gabol Town more than 20 years ago but it was not functional, he said.
For his part, FB Area Industrial Area Association‘s chief executive officer Rehan Zeeshan said 300
industrial units were installed in his area. The garbage was being removed through a contractor but there
was no plant to treat industrial waste, he said, adding that most units were not producing any hazardous
and toxic effluents.
Health hazard: SEPA expresses concerns over water supplied to Hyderabad
The secretaries-general of the two industrial areas‘ association said they were ready to cooperate with
Sepa for the survey and identify which categories the industrial units fell under.
The commission also issued show-cause notices to the presidents of the Landhi and Korangi industrial
areas associations to explain why they had failed to appear in court despite being served notices. They
were directed to appear on Friday (today) before the commission with their explanations.
Earlier, Justice Kalhoro visited the water reservoirs in Manghopir and took note of excessive excavation
of sand and gravel by private contractors and its impact on the environment as well as the reservoir.
The commission issued notices to the West Range DIG, district West‘s deputy commissioner and West
SSP to appear with their reports today.
(By Naeem Sahoutara The Express Tribune 13, 13/01/2017)

KWSB told to make waste treatment plants operational
The judicial commission investigating environmental degradation, non-provision of clean drinking water
and sanitation facilities in the province ordered the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) on
Saturday to restart all three waste treatment plants.
Two effluent treatment plants located in the SITE and Mauripur areas would be made operational within
45 days whereas the third one, established in Mehmoodabad, within three months, Justice Iqbal
Mohammad Kalhoro heading the commission stated.
He also directed the DIG-South to get the illegally occupied 50 acres of the waste treatment land in
Mehmoodabad vacated.
During the court proceedings, the KWSB represented by project director of the Greater Sewerage Plan
(S-III) Imtiaz Magsi and the chief engineer, Azam Khan, admitted that all three treatment plants were
currently closed but argued that the Mauripur and SITE treatment plants were part of the S-III project and
would be operated after their capacity for treatment was increased under the project.
The court was informed by the KWSB officials that the 50 acres of the waste treatment plant (TP2) in
Mehmoodabad had been allotted to the people affected by the Preedy Street project in 2007-08 by then
city nazim Mustafa Kamal whereas 50 acres were illegally occupied through ‗China-cutting‘. The
remaining 20 acres were also under threat of encroachment.
The commission did not find their arguments convincing and observed that the waste treatment plants
were the city‘s lifeline and had to be made operational under the KWSB act of 1996 which allowed
immediate implementation of task in emergency conditions.
Suleman Chandiol, former managing director of the KWSB, who is assisting the commission, questioned
the closure of all waste treatment plants (having the capacity of treating a total of 150MGD liquid
municipal waste) and said there was no need for the plants‘ rehabilitation.
According to him, the capacity of Mehmoodabad and SITE plants built in 1965 was enhanced from
20MGD to 50MGD in 1989 whereas the Mauripur one was built in 1989, all with the support of the Asian
Development Bank.
―Their designed life is 100 years and their capacity is according to their command areas and there is no
need for rehabilitation,‖ he said, adding that if any repair work was required, it should have been carried
out in phases instead of closing all plants altogether.
It was also pointed out that though the waste treatments plants were non-functional, a budget was
allocated for the plants and hundreds of employees received their salaries and perks regularly.
The commission also recorded concerns raised by the secretary for local government, also former
managing director of the Karachi Fisheries Harbour Authority, Ramzan Awan, on the performance of the
Karachi Port Trust and said that though the trust charged a heavy amount from vessels, it cared little for
oil spills and handling imported coal poorly, thus contributing to marine pollution.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn 17, 15/01/2017)

LG secretary told to submit Sindh’s garbage disposal plan by Jan 30
A judicial commission on Thursday directed the local government secretary to submit an immediate
working plan for the lifting and disposing of solid waste across the province.
Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro of the Sindh High Court, who is heading the
commission established in compliance with the Supreme Court‘s order to probe

allegations regarding non-provision of clean drinking water and deteriorating sanitation in Sindh, sought
the plan by January 30.
At the outset of Thursday‘s proceedings, the LG secretary filed a statement along with documents
regarding extension/improvement of the urban drainage scheme in Jacobabad and regarding overstaffing
and appointment of white collar sanitary workers in compliance with the court‘s earlier orders.
To the commission‘s query regarding disposal of solid waste, the secretary informed that a Chinese
company had been awarded the contract to lift and dispose of solid waste from two districts of Karachi.
The solid waste management department‘s managing-director said that 12,000 tons of garbage is
produced in Karachi alone, while the relevant departments have the capacity of lifting only 9,000 tons of
garbage.
The LG secretary said once the Chinese firm starts lifting the garbage the decision on expanding such
service to other districts will be taken in the light of its performance.
Justice Kalhoro asked the secretary to file a detailed report, providing a solution to the problem of lifting
solid waste across the province, including Karachi.
He sought time to file a report after consulting with his seniors to devise an immediate working plan to get
rid of the solid waste. He was asked to file the plan by end of this month.
Manora Cantonment Board‘s (MCB) chief executive officer, Syeda Imammah Ali, filed a statement
declaring that the cantonment board obtains water from an outside source through a contractor. The
board is also meeting its potable water requirement through a filtration plant established by it, she added.
Regarding the sewerage system, the officer said there were neither high-rise buildings nor industries in
the area, therefore no industrial waste was being generated. She also made a statement before the
commission that the population of the MCB is less than 50,000 and said half of its sewerage is being
recycled and used for several purposes such as gardening.
Ali informed the commission that the remaining half of the sewerage is going directly into the sea but the
board is planning to establish a treatment plant to treat the waste before dumping it.
The officer said drinking water was being supplied to the residents after processing it through the filtration
plant. However, she admitted that water was not chlorinated at the facility.
The representatives of the Karachi, Clifton, Korangi and Faisal cantonment boards also filed their
statements regarding the procedures being adopted by them before approving a plan for multi-storey and
high-rise buildings in their territories to ensure availability of potable water and working drainage system.
The commission took their statements on record.
The representatives said the cantonment boards approve the building plans only after the requisite noobjection certificates (NOCs) are issued by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). They also
produced copies of such NOCs.
A representative for the Defence Housing Authority also filed a statement regarding the cantonment
boards‘ procedures for issuing building plans for high-rise and multi-storey buildings. The office-bearer
said that none of the waterfront high-rise buildings have been occupied so far. He assured that the same
will not be allowed unless community, municipal or utility services are installed there.
Meanwhile, some residents of Mehmoodabad, who filed applications to become interveners in the
proceedings, said the KWSB authorities had accused them of having illegally encroached upon the land
belonging to the treatment plant. They claimed they had been leased the subject land. The commission
will hear their applications today.

(The Express Tribune 14, 27/01/2017)

Are we buying hospital trash over and over again?
‗Gang of employees‘ of JPMC, NICVD, NICH and CHK running business of collecting waste including
used syringes and test tubes from these hospitals and reselling them
An influential and politically-backed gang of employees of Karachi‘s four major public hospitals is
allegedly involved in stealing medical waste from these facilities that is then recycled,
repacked and resold at medical stores in the city and supplied to public and private
hospitals across Sindh too.
Using Afghan garbage collectors, the gang comprising employees of the Jinnah
hospital, the National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, the National Institute of Children Health and
the Civil Hospital Karachi collects laboratory waste, consumables of operation theatres and various
wards, and the plastic material and cotton used on patients at the burns and other wards. This hospital
waste is recycled, repacked and sold again, spreading infectious diseases.
―The mafia involved in the lifting of medical waste is so powerful that the managements of these hospitals
are unable to have an FIR registered against its members,‖ Dr Liaquat Ali, a senior medical officer at the
NICH, told The News on Wednesday.
―The mafia also blackmails police officials, who are helpless against it,‖ he added.
Several officials of the NICH and the JPMC told The News that despite several applications sent to the
Saddar police and senior police officials for the registration of cases against the people behind the lifting
of medical waste, no action had been taken so far.
―Recently, the mafia used a fake letter of the Clifton Cantonment Board to collect medical waste of the
NICH every morning and also used a fake cantonment board vehicle for this purpose,‖ Dr Ali said.
―When we approached the Clifton Cantonment Board, they said the letter was forged and they were not
interested in collecting garbage from any public or private hospital.‖
After verifying that the medical waste mafia was behind the forged letter, the NICH sent an application to
the Saddar police for the registration of an FIR against two men, Ayub and Ishaque, but the police
refused to book them. ―The Saddar SHO was intimidated as the mafia opened a case against him at the
anti-corruption department and refused to register an FIR,‖ Dr Ali said.
JPMC
Similarly, the hospital waste of the JPMC is shifted to the warehouses at the Shershah scrap market.
Dozens of Afghan garbage collectors gather plastic and other medical waste from the hospital and
provide it to the mafia.
―Today I had two Afghan nationals, who were picking up medical waste from the hospital, arrested by the
Saddar police,‖ JPMC executive director Dr Seemin Jamali told The News.
She added that the mafia had breached the wall of the JPMC from where Afghan garbage collectors
entered the hospital and collected the waste. Dr Jamali disclosed that Afghan garbage collectors were
being paid Rs5,000 every month for gathering ‗useable‘ medical waste from the JPMC. ―The waste is first
shifted to Bizerta Lines behind the hospital. There it is loaded onto mini trucks and shifted for recycling,
repacking and transportation.‖
The JPMC administration also wrote a letter to the Saddar police station for the registration of an FIR
against the Afghan garbage collectors for stealing hazardous medical waste but the police were yet to
register the case by the time this report was filed.

CHK
At the Civil Hospital Karachi too ‗useable‘ medical waste including used test tubes and bottles for
collecting blood, stool and urine samples, plastic material including syringes, bags, and masks and cotton
are collected and shifted to warehouses on the outskirts of the city for recycling and repacking.
Despite having an incinerator, the CHK administration is not taking steps to stop the theft of medical
waste.
As hazardous as nuclear waste
Dr Khurram Ahmed, an expert in hospital waste management, said medical waste was as hazardous as
nuclear waste because it contained bacteria and viruses having the potential to cause mass deaths. ―This
waste should be treated and disposed of like nuclear waste,‖ he added.
Dr Ahmed said 95 percent of hospital waste contained lethal bacteria, viruses, and other microorganisms
but it was being thrown away like household waste. Many of these items, he said, were being washed
and repacked, spreading Hepatitis B and C and other deadly diseases. ―The Sindh Environmental
Protection Agency and the health department are both to blame for this as it is their responsibility to
ensure proper disposal of hospital waste and take action against the people who are stealing and
recycling hazardous medical waste.‖

Committee formed
JPMC executive director Dr Jamali has formed a nine-member committee headed by a senior associate
professor of the Jinnah Sindh Medical University to look into the theft of hospital waste and take
measures for its proper disposal.
She said the committee headed by Prof Muhammad Anwar of the JSMU and co-chaired by Dr Zeeshan
Ali was authorised to prevent the theft of hospital waste and assigned the task of making the incinerator
at the hospital functional at the earliest.
(By M. Waqar Bhatti The News 13, 02/02/2017)

Environmental protection: Govt-run hospitals to file reports on waste disposal by
Feb 4
The judicial commission issued on Tuesday notices to the heads of public health facilities run by the
federal and provincial governments to file reports on the disposal of hospital waste hazardous to human
health and the environment.
Commission head Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro of the Sindh High Court directed all the heads of the
government hospitals and dispensaries to appear before the commission with their reports on February 4.
The commission was set-up on an order of the Supreme Court to probe allegations of non-provision of
potable water, deteriorating sanitation conditions and its impact on the environment in Sindh.
Advertisement
The notices have been issued to the medical superintendents of the Combined Military Hospital Malir,
PAF Faisal Hospital, PAF Manora Hospital, PNS Shifa Hospital Karachi, PNS Rahat Hospital Karachi,
Atomic Energy Medical Centre, Karachi Institute of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine, Pakistan Steel
Hospital, Pakistan Railways Hassan Hospital, Medical Centre for Federal Government Servants, Airport
Health Department, Port Health Department, Bin Qasim Port Health Department and 13 dispensaries run
by the local government in Karachi.
A day earlier the commission had issued show-cause notices to the additional secretary and secretary of
the provincial health and industries departments for failing to submit their reports regarding disposal of

hazardous and toxic waste generated by hospital and industries, the status of the implementation of the
law regulating solid waste management and action initiated against health facilities and industries
violating the law.
On Wednesday, additional health secretary Jameeluddin appeared and filed a statement, which was
taken on record. However, focal person for the secretary of the provincial industries department, Sundar
Kumar, requested time to file the report.
Justice Kalhoro reminded the officer that on January 23 the secretary on his own request was granted
one week to file the report and the time had now expired.
He said that the commission is time-bound and cannot grant indefinite time for the submission of the
report. Therefore, as a last chance, the secretary was granted time till February 3 to personally appear to
show-cause for the delay and also file the report.
The Karachi Water and Sanitation Board‘s deputy managing-director, Asadullah Khan, informed the
commission that only in Karachi‘s Malir and West districts was water being pilfered by criminals who kept
changing the points of puncturing the water pipelines. However, he said they are continuously taking
action against such miscreants.
The representatives of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency informed the commission that due to
their efforts waste treatment plants had been installed at 76 industrial units operating in Karachi and 32 in
the rest of the province. But, the agency needs assistance from the district administration and police for
further action against those industries dumping untreated industrial effluent in the sea or other water
resources.
(The Express Tribune 15, 02/02/2017)

Commission seeks report on hospital waste disposal
The judicial commission inquiring into the government`s failure to provide safe drinking water and
sanitation facilities to the people on Wednesday directed the medical superintendents of 27 public
hospitals in the city to appear before it to explain the procedure of disposal of hospital waste.
Headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro of the Sindh High Court, the commission issued the
directive to the medical superintendents to appear in person before the commission on Feb 4 at 10am
with their respective reports regarding the mode and procedure through which they were disposing of
hospital waste.
The medical superintendents of the Combined Military Hospital, PAF Hospital Faisal Base, PAF Hospital
Masroor Base, PNS Shifa, Pakistan Steel Mills Hospital and Pakistan Railways Hospital were among
those put on notice.
Meanwhile, the commission as a last chance gave two days to the commerce and industries
department`s secretary to submit a comprehensive report on handling and disposal of industrial toxic
effluent.
It granted more time with a caution that no further time would be allowed as the commission was timebound and could not grant indefinite time for submission of the requisite report. The secretary is required
to submit the report by Feb 3.
The representative of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) informed the commission that
waste treatment plants were set up in 76 industrial units in the city and 32 in the rest of the province and
that, too, with strenuous ef forts made by it. However, it needed assistance of civic authorities and police
to take action against those industries without plants.
The deputy managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board informed the commission that

the water utility had regularly been taking action against water theft but still water was being pilfered in
districts West and Malir.
(Dawn 18, 02/02/2017)

Hospitals told to chalk out waste disposal plans within a week
Health authorities also order administrations of hospitals to ensure
provision of safe drinking water to visitors within two weeks
As almost all major public hospitals in Karachi lack a proper system for the safe disposal of the hazardous
medical waste they produce, the provincial health authorities directed their administrations on Friday to
come up with their separate ‗hospital waste management plans‘ within a week.
The directives come in the wake of reports that not a single hospital in the city was following the Sindh
Hospital Waste Management Rules, 2014.
The health authorities have also ordered the administrations of all hospitals in the province to ensure
within two weeks that safe drinking water was being provided to patients and their attendants. None of
these hospitals have ever made arrangements for the provision of safe drinking water to the visitors.
Most of the hospital waste produced at major public and private hospitals is stolen, sold to junk dealers at
the Shershah scrap market and Gutter Baghicha, where it is recycled, repacked and then sent back to the
hospitals in the city as well as to medical stores, spreading infectious diseases.
The major public hospitals in the city including the Civil Hospital Karachi, the Jinnah Postgraduate
Medical Center, the National Institute of Child Health and the National Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases have no arrangements to provide safe drinking water to patients and their attendants and they
are forced to buy bottled water from the canteens and shops in and around the hospitals.
―Today we summoned medical superintendants of public hospitals and district health officers and told
them to implement the Hospital Waste Management Rules 2014 within a week and ensure the provision
of safe drinking water at the health facilities within two weeks,‖ additional health secretary Jamaluddin
Jalalani told The News.
He added that the medical superintendents of public hospitals were asked to prepare their separate
hospital waste management plans by the end of next week and present it to the health department so that
they could be implemented upon.
―In January this year, we had held a meeting where we learnt that there was no hospital waste disposal
system in Karachi and that‘s why we had this follow-up meeting today.‖
He said hospital waste could not be allowed to be sold and dealt as ordinary, domestic waste anymore.
The administrations of hospitals have been directed to ensure the provision of safe drinking water by
using all possible means including filtration and reverse osmosis plants.
―After the completion of two weeks, the district health officers will inspect the hospitals and report
violation, if there are any, to the health department so that necessary measures can be taken,‖ Jalalani
said.
Committees suggested
During the meeting, JPMC executive director Dr Seemin Jamali suggested the formation of hospital waste
management committees at hospital that would hold regular meetings
―We have formed a hospital waste management committee comprising senior doctors and professors and
it has recently held its first meeting, the minutes of which are available,‖ Dr Jamali said.

She added that the JPMC was repairing its incinerator, which was being used to dispose of the hospital
waste of the NICH and NICVD. She added that these two health facilities were also sending their waste to
the JPMC for its disposal.
Domestic solutions
National Institute of Child Health Director Dr Jamal Raza called for domestic solutions for the disposal of
hospital waste in Karachi.
He suggested that instead of looking for international standard incinerators, locally-made ones should be
used for disposing of hospital waste.
He noted that despite being situated in the vicinity of the Karachi Cantonment Board, the hospital‘s solid
waste was not being taken care of by the board. ―We have written several letters to the board to dispose
of the waste produced by the NICH as we don‘t have our own incinerator.‖
NICVD representative Dr Malik Hamidullah agreed to come up with a plan for hospital waste
management in a week. ―Currently we are disposing of hospital waste with the help of the JPMC and
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation.‖
Medical superintendents of many other hospitals also presented their ideas and issues related to hospital
waste and assured that they would ensure provision of drinking water to visitors.
(By M.Waqar Bhatti The News 14, 11/02/2017)

Privatising garbage collection – a panacea in urban development
Karachi and Lahore, the two largest cities of Pakistan, have privatised their garbage collection function.
In Lahore, two Turkish companies were awarded a seven-year contract valuing $320 million for solid
waste collection, disposal and washing in 2012. After five years, the Sindh government followed suit by
awarding an unknown Chinese company a $25 million contract for garbage collection in two districts of
Karachi.
Garbage collection in Karachi reeks of dirty politics
Advertisement
On the surface, the two transactions seem similar, with the exception of contract
period, certain functions and obviously the time lag between the two contracts.
However, there is another caveat in the legal structuring of awarding agencies of the
two cities.
In Lahore, the contract was awarded by the Lahore Solid Waste Management
Company (LSWMC), an organisation established under the city government. Whereas on behalf of
Karachi, the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) signed the garbage collection contract with
the Chinese company.
SSWMB is established under the Sindh Assembly Act, whereby it is responsible for solid waste
management of urban centres spread over an area of 140,914 square kilometres with a population of 55
million.
In comparison, the mandate of LSWMC is restricted to the Lahore city, which has a population of 10
million over an area of 1,772 square kilometres.
Different models
Naturally, a question arises about the intent of the two different governance models for solid waste
management in two major cities of the same country. The answer lies in varying modes of sustaining
political hegemony and economic rent-seeking by the political leadership.

Karachi’s garbage: Chinese firms to clean three districts
Punjab is not the paragon of devolution of power to lower echelons of the governance structure. The
provincial government has effectively clipped the wings of local governments by retaining its control over
service delivery at the grassroots level through bureaucracy.
However, credit is due to the provincial government on its structuring of governance of solid waste
management in Lahore. It did appoint political leaders from Lahore on the board of LSWMC. Now the
mayor of Lahore is directly engaged in supervising the efforts of LSWMC in keeping the city clean.
Indeed, this should be the model for replication in other cities of Pakistan, with some reforms on the fiscal
policy framework.
Unique case
Against this precedent, the Sindh government is offering a unique model, whereby it is centralising a
function like waste collection at the provincial level.
The irony becomes all that obvious when one sees the key role of PPP in passing the historic 18th
Amendment, which revived the true federation spirit in Pakistan.
PPP has now adopted strong centralising tendencies at the provincial level, whereas it struggled against
similar propensities at the federal level. These paradoxical predispositions are extracting political and
economic costs from the vibrant province of Sindh.
The area of solid waste management becomes a classic example of this myopic mind-set. Privatisation of
garbage collection is increasingly a popular mode being adopted by many metropolitan cities around the
world.
However, in all these cities, this privatisation is managed by the city governments. It creates an onus on
city governments to ensure quality service from private contractors, otherwise, they can face an axe in the
next elections.
Now, in case, the political leadership is deriving its electoral strength from other locations, then its
behaviour will be more of an extractive mode. We are witnessing the same in the case of Karachi.
Privatisation of municipal services requires continuous post-contract monitoring from local governments.
Their responsibilities do not go up in thin air with the outsourcing of these services.
Their engagement can range from regulatory oversight to fee and billing service and contract
development and maintenance.
If one talks in theory, then services provided by the local governments are those that cannot be
economically provided by the market. In actual, local governments are providing these services in direct
competition to the private sector.
The cost of the public sector delivery will be higher, if full cost accounting is taken into consideration.
Privatisation remains a government tool that can induce fiscal responsibility, while ensuring quality
service to the public. Likewise, it may also be suggested that city governments should be involved in
regulatory oversight of local utilities like power, gas and telecommunication.
In this manner, chances of regulatory capture by multibillion rupees worth of utilities may be reduced.
Democracy is not the name of holding periodic elections and then forgetting about the performance till the
next elections.
Five years remain a large period to make life hell or heaven for the citizens. Participatory democracy is
the call of the period and it also works well for the inclusive market economy. Just need to see that
whether anyone in Sindh government is lending its ears to this call.

The writer is a director in Policy Research Institute of Market Economy and can be reached at
zia.banday@outlook.com
(By ZIA BANDAY The Express Tribune 10, 13/02/2017)

200 Chinese garbage-lifting machines to begin operations next week in Karachi
In about a week‘s time, 200 garbage-lifting machines among other equipment imported from China will be
used for waste disposal, said Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) managing director Dr AD
Sajnani.
He added that after arriving at Karachi port, 22 of the 200 garbage-lifting machines and garbage
compactor trucks have been cleared. The remaining machinery will be cleared by next week, after which
it will be deployed for maintaining cleanliness in the city.
The machinery had arrived in the start of January. However, it was lying at Karachi port for Customs
formalities.
Advertisement
Chinese firm to lift garbage in District South
Sajnani added that apart from these 200 machines, 200 tricycle refuse vehicles, 1,300 handcarts, 5,000
dustbins of 240-litre capacity, several 280-litre steel dustbins, 3,200 dustbins of 260-litre capacity,
showers to clean trees, mechanical sweepers and street-washing vehicles will also be cleared along with
the other remaining trucks by the next week. After that, they will be able to start operating in South and
East districts.
We are going to pay $24 per tonne to a Chinese company, Changyi Kangjie Sanitation Engineering
Company, but it is also expected that the cost may be reduced in the future, added Sajnani. He said that
they are building Garbage Transfer Stations in all of the districts. Talking about a recently constructed
garbage transfer station near Mewa Shah Graveyard, Sajnani added that it is built in the premises of
Gutter Bagheecha, which is owned by the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. However, he said, a resident
has filed a petition in the high court, laying claim to the land. He added that they are facing obstacles but
these will soon be eliminated with coordinated efforts.
Responding to a question about garbage disposal in other districts of the city, Sajnani said that by the
time the company starts operating in South and East districts, the SSWMB will take the initiative one step
ahead by expanding it to all the districts of the city.
Privatising garbage collection – a panacea in urban development
On the other hand, Local Bodies Minister Jam Khan Shoro told The Express Tribune that it will just take a
few more days when the citizens of Karachi will observe the city being cleaned through modern methods.
Shoro added that they want the support of all the political forces in the city so that they can continue to
serve the city.
The Pakistan Peoples Party‘s (PPP)-led Sindh government had decided to outsource garbage collection
in the city to the Chinese company soon after the formation of the SSWMB.
Judicial commission seeks reports on solid waste management
Meanwhile, a judicial commission headed by Justice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro had also asked the local
government secretary to submit a plan to get rid of solid waste in the city. The commission had also
issued notices to the local government secretary, the Karachi commissioner, the district council‘s chief
officer and all the deputy commissioners to file reports regarding management of solid waste.
(By SHEHARYAR ALI The Express Tribune 13, 24/02/2017)

Chinese firm collecting garbage 8.5 times more costly for Sindh govt
The collection of garbage in District South by a Chinese firm is going to be 8.5 times more costly for the
Sindh government as compared to what it the District Municipal Corporation (DMC)
South was paying for the service.
Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro has announced that the Sindh
government will pay $26 per tonne to Changyi Kangjie Sanitation Engineering
Company to lift garbage in the district. Earlier, according to DMC South Municipal
Commissioner Muhammad Afaaq, they were spending Rs320 per tonne for garbage collection.
Once the Chinese company takes over, garbage collection will be transferred to the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board (SSWMB) from DMC South. DMC South is the first municipality in the city to have
signed an agreement for the purpose. According to DMC South Chairman Malik Fayyaz, a council
resolution was needed to sign such an agreement, which was passed after a briefing from the SSWMB
on how they will operate in their district through the Chinese company.
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Cost breakdown
According to Fayyaz, District South generates 1,300 tonnes of garbage per day. If the Sindh government
starts paying $26 (approximately Rs2,700) per tonne to the Chinese company for lifting garbage, it will
cost them Rs3.52 million per day, Rs106 million per month and Rs1.2 billion yearly.
Privatising garbage collection – a panacea in urban development
SSWMB Managing Director Dr AD Sajnani told The Express Tribune that District South has roughly 0.2
million tonnes of garbage in the pile-up, which is also present inside the nullahs and in several other big
grounds, which will take three to four months for the Chinese company to clean. If this is taken into
account, the Sindh government will have to pay Rs535 million to the Chinese firm just to clean the pile-up.
Urban Resource Centre‘s Zahid Farooqi commented that due to corruption and mismanagement, the
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and the DMCs are not able to lift garbage. The landfill sites, he
pointed out, are in far-flung areas, due which it is very difficult to transfer all the garbage of the city there
in a day. According to him, this is why garbage has been accumulating.
He was of the view that whatever amount the Sindh government is ready to pay to the Chinese firm, if
only a portion of it would have been given to DMCs, the city would have been cleaned more
economically.
200 Chinese garbage-lifting machines to begin operations next week in Karachi
The Chinese firm will only be supervising or monitoring the cleaning process while the labour will be
Pakistani, he said.
On the other hand, Shehri – Citizens for a Better Environment‘s Amber Alibhai said that as long as the
city gets cleaned, it doesn‘t matter who is doing that. She asked if the DMCs had been sleeping for the
last many years. She was of the view that, because of the DMCs‘ shoddy performance, garbage is ‗till our
knees‘ in the city. She added that the ‗monopolist behaviour‘ of the KMC would end with the involvement
of the Chinese firm. ―It‘s not the amount of money; it is the end result that matters,‖ she said. ―Let the
market forces decide.‖
Unclear stance
Despite its opposition to the outsourcing of garbage collection, the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)
lacks its usual uniformity when it comes to this issue. The party enjoys a majority in East, Korangi, West
and Central districts but only District East has given consent for the Chinese company‘s involvement.
Garbage collection is scheduled to kick off in District South next week. Meanwhile, Central and Korangi
districts have vowed to oppose the move.

DMC Central Chairman Rehan Hashmi had told The Express Tribune that they will resist the Chinese
company‘s operations in his district. ―Only if half the amount that is being given to the Chinese company
is transferred to the DMC, we will uplift [garbage collection] in the entire district,‖ said Hashmi.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 25/02/2017)

Three-day drive to clean up Old City areas kicks off
The Anti-Encroachment Cell of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) on Monday launched a threeday campaign against unauthorised structures, pushcarts and movable cabins in the congested Old City
areas.
The encroachments in such areas are causing grave inconvenience to residents and visitors.
Sharing details of the campaign, KMC Director Masood Alam said the exercise that began on Monday
morning from the city's largest wholesale market, Jodia Bazaar and around the city courts, met strong
resistance, mainly by shopkeepers, who had extended businesses to the pavements in front of their
shops.
"Many of them were found to have rented out the place to makeshift stall owners," he said, mentioning the
anti-encroachment team adopted an assertive approach during the operation.
―The anti-encroachment force helped us in ensuring that roads, lanes and pavements encroached upon
were cleared and citizens visiting the city courts as well as the commercial centres along with those
having their residence and businesses were facilitated.‖
To a query, the KMC director said the campaign would continue till Wednesday in the Old City area,
adding that the action would be turned into a regular feature so as to help create a clean ambience and
also get rid of gridlocks that have emerged to be a regular feature.
As a policy, the KMC has decided to conduct the campaign on weekly basis and from March 6, the antiencroachment cell will hold the exercise two days a week initially in the Old City area and then in other
parts of the metropolis. He appealed to the people to support the endeavour, saying that it was meant to
benefit them.
(The News 18, 28/02/2017)

New RO plant opened in Korangi
A Reverse Osmosis (RO) plant was inaugurated in Union Council 35 of District Municipal Corporation
(DMC), Korangi, on Sunday.
The water purification plant was jointly inaugurated by MPA Syed Sardar Ahmed and chairman of DMC
Korangi, Syed Nayyer Raza.
Raza said it was his team‘s priority to provide clean drinking water to every household in the area. He
said that efforts were being made to help resolve all other basic problems of the people.
MPA Ahmed lauded the efforts of the DMC Korangi officials and urged them to keep working to resolve
the people‘s civic problems.
PTI water quality
The Pakistan Tehreek-e- Insaf‘s legislator Khurrum Sherzaman has demanded the resignation of the
Sindh local government minister over the recent news that the water supply to 13 districts of Sindh,
including Karachi, was unfit for human consumption.
The report in question was based on a recent survey by the Pakistan Council of Research in Water
Resources (PCRWR) of surface and underground water sources.

The PTI MPA laid into the Sindh government, particularly the local government ministry, failing to address
this grave health issue over the past nine years.
He vowed to take up the matter in the Sindh Assembly by submitting an adjournment motion tomorrow at
Monday‘s (today) session and by demanding the resignation of Local Government Minister Jam Khan
Shoro for his failure to provide clean water to these 13 districts.
Sherzaman urged the Sind chief minister to take notice of this pressing matter and to issue orders for the
revamping of existing treatment and filtration plants and investing in additional plants.
Also, he called for efforts to stop dumping of industrial and domestic waste in major water bodies by
enforcing existing environmental laws.
(The News 16, 06/03/2017)

Pakistan’s financial capital Karachi turned ‘into a rubbish bin’
Neighbours forced their way into Mohammad Umair‘s home battling smoke and flames in a desperate bid
to rescue his young family – he and his wife survived, their children did not.
The fire began in a heap of garbage which blocked the narrow alley outside the
five-storey building and quickly spread inside, engulfing the family as they slept
that night.
The tragic case has angered citizens of Karachi already frustrated by a failing
waste management system, who are calling for more to be done.
Umair, a 31-year-old cloth merchant, breaks down as he explains that two of his children died before they
even reached the hospital.
―The third one, Abdul Aziz, died while the doctors were trying to save his life,‖
Umair adds, recalling the cluster of doctors working frantically but futilely around
the tiny body of his infant son.
Police have yet to find out what caused the rubbish to catch fire but it spread
quickly to their first floor apartment, filling the lone bedroom they shared where
the family were all sleeping together.
Umair‘s wife Shameen blames the city and its citizens for her children‘s deaths.
―Those who dump trash and those who do not fulfil their duties to clean up are responsible,‖ she says
flatly, eyes dry as she stands with her husband among the cinders of their former home. ―Who else?‖
Shameen is perhaps the most tragic figure to point fingers at waste management authorities accused of
corruption and ineptitude, but she is not the first or the only one.
―The present capacity and resources of (the city) cannot cater to the quantum of garbage being generated
daily,‖ AD Sajnani, chief of the provincial Solid Waste Management Board
(SWMB) set up in 2015 to deal with the garbage disposal, told AFP bluntly.
Karachi, a megacity of towering high rises and sprawling illegal settlements on
the Arabian Sea, saw its growth explode in recent decades after waves of
migration, largely refugees fleeing the war in Afghanistan and Pakistan‘s tribal
areas.
Its population of at least 20-25 million produces roughly 12,000 tonnes of trash daily, officials say.

Municipal authorities are able to remove about half, says Sajnani – though sceptics argue it is far less.
The rest is strewn in the streets and alleys, some organic and decomposing in the sweltering heat of the
port, the rest piling higher and higher.
Alarmingly, some officials and residents are improvising – burning the leftover garbage, largely plastic
waste, says Imran Sabir, a senior official at the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) for Sindh province.
―The plastic burns and releases toxic gases, some of which are carcinogenic,‖ he says. The burning goes
on for months at a time beneath hazy skies in some parts of the city.
Radical change needed
There are two landfill sites located in Karachi‘s western outskirts, Sajnani of the SWMB said – but they
are far from the city centre, on traffic-clogged roads, and at any rate are already overflowing.
Political bickering and finger-pointing make solutions hard to grasp.
―This city has been turned into a huge rubbish bin,‖ Karachi‘s former mayor Mustafa Kamal roared at a
public rally recently.
Kamal, who served as mayor until 2010, blamed sheer corruption and the gross
incompetence of his political rivals, citing kickbacks on waste disposal contracts
and even the diesel used to run the garbage trucks.
But current mayor Waseem Akhtar, elected in 2016, complains he has no
money and no power, his authority taken away by the provincial government,
which in turn has now brought in Chinese contractors to manage garbage
disposal in at least two of the city‘s five districts.
Many believe the real fix can only come if authorities and citizens address the root of the problem:
rampant consumption and waste by millions of residents in a city where there is no recycling, no attempt
to curb the use of plastic and no one willing to take responsibility for cleaning up. Local culture must be
―radically transformed‖, warns KMC‘s Zaman.
(The News 13, 06/03/2017)

SC orders removal of KWSB MD, irrigation secy
People of Sindh being provided unsafe water, commission tells Supreme Court
The Supreme Court directed the Sindh chief secretary on Monday to immediately appoint suitable cadre
officers to the posts the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board managing director and
the irrigation and law secretaries.
Hearing a petition seeking the provision of clean drinking water and safe
environment to the citizens of Sindh, a three-member bench of the apex court
headed by Justice Amir Hani Muslim observed that billions of rupees allocated for the supply of clean
drinking water and an effective sewerage system had been wasted by the criminal negligence of the
government functionaries.
The court observed that cases should be registered against government officials who were involved in the
negligence.
The court also took exception to the role of the North Sindh Urban Services Corporation and questioned
as to how could a elected members create a private company for water supply, sewerage and solid waste
services in eight districts of the province.

The petitioner, Shahab Usto, submitted that the organisation was created by obtaining $500 million from
Asian Development Bank and it had not benefited the public at large. Instead, eh added, sub-soil water
had further been contaminated.
He submitted that he had also prepared a video which showed the state of water and disposal of sewage
in Larkana, Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Sukkur, Hyderabad, Kotri, Thatta, Badin, Mithi, Umerkot, Mirpurkhas
and Karachi and requested that it should be shown so that the officers concerned who were present in
court.
The court allowed the video to be shown in court that contained inspections of judicial commission visits
at water sources, canals, filter plants and waste disposal sites at different districts of the province. The
court was informed by the additional secretary services that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board
managing director was a cadre post. The incumbent KWSB MD conceded that he was not cadre officer
but has been posted there on the orders of the Supreme Court on the ground that it was a technical post.
The court observed that perhaps, at the relevant time, this was not brought to the notice of the court that
the KWSB MD was not a technical post but an administrative office notified as a cadre post by the Sindh
government. The court directed the chief secretary to appoint any eligible cadre officer as the KWSB MD
immediately.
The court also inquired Advocate General Sindh Zamir Ghumro about the underperformance of the law
department, which was being run on an acting basis by an officer, who did not qualify for holding the post
of the law secretary. The court observed that all the provincial secretaries were notified as cadre officers
and the Sindh government could not post a non-cadre one.
The court observed that the present law secretary office was vacant for several years and directed the
chief secretary to immediately appoint any cadre officer to the post by Tuesday. Besides, the court also
observed that the irrigation secretary too was an administrative post but was held by a non-cadre officer
and directed the chief secretary to appoint a cadre officer to the post by Tuesday.
The court directed the advocate general Sindh to produce the agreement between the Sindh government
and Asian Development Bank and the federal government, the agreement between the NSUSC and the
Sindh government, the pact between the NSUSC and the local councils, the Sindh Cities Investment and
the Improvement Programme and a document showing the status of the NSUSC as to whether it was
approved by the government or not.
The court directed the advocate general to submit the details of the total amount disbursed to the NSUSC
and utilised by it and the specific services for which it was paid.
The court directed KWSB MD to personally visit the five filtration plants and three sewerage treatment
plants along with the AG Sindh, the registrar of the commission and Prof Dr Mohammad Ahsan Siddiqui,
a water technologist, and the petitioner and take photographs and submit them to the court.
The court also took the judicial commission‘s report on record and directed that it should be displayed on
the Supreme Court‘s website as it was a matter of public interest.
Judicial body
The relevant authorities are supplying contaminated water to the people of Sindh for drinking and Indus
River, its tributaries and channels - the province‘s potable water source - has become polluted because of
the constant dumping of untreated municipal and industrial effluent in them between Guddu Barrage and
Kotri Barrage, the judicial commission on water and sanitation observed in its report submitted to the
apex court on Monday.
The commission observed that it was ―no wonder to see that because to the use of contaminated water
for drinking, many diseases including hepatitis, liver cancer, anaemia, stunted growth among children, etc
are on rise in Sindh‖.

The inquiry commission headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro of the Sindh High Court observed
that the relevant departments and agencies or for that matter the Sindh government were cognisant of
this water pollution, which was evident from various statements filed by them during the inquiry, but they
were not taking any substantial steps to stop it by either treating the effluent through treatment plants
before discharging it in water bodies or diverting the inflow of effluent to drains.
Filtration plants
The commission observed that filtration plants were installed in several cities of Sindh to provide potable
water after treatment, but due to the inefficiency, lack of interest and corrupt practices of officials of the
departments operating them, they had been rendered almost redundant.
The clarifiers, sedimentation tanks, chlorinators, lagoons, etc at filter plants were out of order for the last
many years. These filtrations plants are at the most being used as pumping stations.
The commission observed that purification to remove contaminants, suspended solids and gases from
water to make it consumable for humans was not taking place at any of the filter plants across Sindh. The
process of water testing, which is an integral part of water treatment as it ensures the fitness of water to
be potable, is not being adopted either at any filter or reverse osmosis plants.
―The labs, which are available at some filter plants, are merely an eye-wash, as no test to determine
physical, chemical and microbiological parameters is conducted at any of such laboratories. Simply,
without any sense of responsibility or any remorse, raw water full of bacteria is being supplied to the
people for drinking.‖ The treatment plants in Karachi are not functioning for a long time and one of them,
the STIP-II, has been encroached upon. But no revamping work has been undertaken by the Karachi
Water and Sewerage Board to make them functional and because of this apathy untreated effluent is
dumped into the sea causing heavy damage to marine life.
Unsafe channels
The commission noted that during the inquiry, all departments whose duty was to protect sweet water of
irrigation channels from effluent were found doing absolutely nothing to address the issue.
It observed that in major cities including Karachi and Hyderabad, water shortage had multiplied because
of illegal water hydrants, theft, illegal connections and the construction of the high-rise buildings without
expanding the civic infrastructure. However, Sindh government does not seem to have a thought-outplan, a will or any interest to resolve the problem by making some changes in the water policy i.e.
monitoring the quality of water being supplied to citizens, protecting water bodies from constant the inflow
of effluent and taking stern action against those who did not follow the laws.
―The case of RO plants in Sindh is sufficient to show the Sindh government‘s strategy, approach and
intention in terms of provision of potable water in the province. It has paid billions of rupees to a
contractor (Pak Oasis) in the last four or five years without even bothering to learn about the quality and
quantity of water being supplied by Pak Oasis for which the payments have been made,‖ the commission
pointed out in the report.
―It cannot simply be assumed that the departments concerned (the Special Initiative Department, the
Sindh Coal Authority and the KWSB) are unaware of this state of affairs the claim of providing drinkable
water as per the WHO standards through RO plants is mere deception. Rather, the manner in which the
payments by these departments have been made blindly in the past to Pak Oasis points out that they are
acting in connivance with contractor in the whole scheme. ―
The commission observed that except in Karachi and Hydrated, water supply schemes were developed
by the Pakistan Health Engineering Department but after the completion of the whole infrastructure, they
were handed over to local municipal administrations for operation and maintenance, which did not have
the structural capacity to do so. Resultantly, the schemes failed to deliver and the people are left with
almost no water to drink.

The commission observed that even polluted water being supplied to the people for drinking was
gradually becoming scarce because of leakages in the main transmission routes; theft, the lack of a
system to monitor it; the poor performance of outdated and inefficient pumping stations; the water tanker
mafia and illegal hydrants; the mushrooming growth of vertical buildings; the old distribution system of
water supply, the inefficiency of the officials of civic agencies, and the deliberate mismanagement of
water distribution.
The commission observed that in many cities including Shikarpur and Larkana, residents were using
underground water, the quality of which had degraded because of the lack of sanitation facilities (caused
by encroachments on sub-drains), the use of pesticide in agriculture and the constant inflow of effluent in
irrigation canals.
However, there is no initiative taken by the government to build filter plants in such areas to provide
purified water and increase the supply capacity.
Sanitation
The commission observed that sanitation to keep citizens safe and healthy was notably absent because it
seemed to be of no priority to the Sindh government. The commission noted that in some posh areas of
major cites, some semblance of sanitation is being maintained but that is carried out against heavy costs
and taxes. The situation of sanitation, however, in the rest of the localities of the big cites is as deplorable
as it is in the province‘s smaller cities, where sewage and garbage is a permanent feature on their roads
and streets.
The commission observed that sub- drains that took wastewater out of the city had been encroached
upon, gutters were choked and some drains were turned into dump sites for the disposal of solid waste.
Despite spending a huge amount of money, the provincial government had been unable to establish and
run even a single modern drainage system.
Solid waste management
The commission noted that the present state of the lifting of solid waste in Sindh was likewise lamentable;
no adequate arrangement for lifting of solid was visible and cities had turned into heaps of garbage.
In Karachi, millions and millions of rupees have been spent by the district municipal corporations under
the garb of garbage-lifting but without any tangible results.
―There is no designated landfill site in any of the cities where garbage can be disposed of. Presently,
garbage is dumped in drains, irrigation canals or thrown at makeshift places and left unattended or burnt
openly.‖
RO plants
The commission observed that the way reverse osmosis plants were shown to be working and producing
drinkable water as per WHO standards was nothing but a farce.
Private company Pak Oasis seems to be earning millions of rupees through these RO plants, which do
not produce good quality water for drinking. ―So far billions of rupees, as is shown in this document, have
been wasted in the name of RO Plants without any justification for them in some cases to even exist,‖ the
commission observed.
―Neither the quality of water through labs nor its quantity through any metering system is being analyzed
at any of the RO plants, yet payments are being made by the Sindh government.‖
The commission suggested that the whole scheme from feasibility to awarding contract and making
payments on the operations and maintenance of RO plants from the very inception needed to be

investigated, so that the responsibility on the officials concerned making payments blindly could be fixed
and punishment awarded.
The annual audit report submitted by the Audit Sindh director general in respect of the RO plants shows
that the process of installation of the RO plants has not been up to mark and in the process a loss of
millions of rupees has been caused on the account of the acceptance of bid on a rate higher than
stipulated in the PC-I; irregularities in procurement; lack of verification of water filtration plants and solar
generation systems by engineers, irregular expenditure without inviting open tender; and the installation
of RO plants.
The commission observed that the water being produced from RO plants did not meet the quality
standards and unless a metering system to gauge the quantity of water and a lab to verify the quality of
water at each plant was introduce, their purpose of providing drinkable water could not be achieved nor
would there be any justification to spend such a huge amount on their operations and maintenance.
Sepa
The commission noted that the Sindh Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) had been created as a
regulatory and monitoring authority to enforce provisions of the environmental laws and despite the fact
that it had been vested with all the necessary powers, it had yet to establish justification for its existence.
Untreated industrial effluent was released into the sea in Karachi, in Phulleli Wah in Hyderabad and in KB
Feeder in Kotri, but Sepa‘s initiative has not transcended beyond holding meetings with the
managements of industries or writing letters to them. ―Sepa has not played any role to check disposal of
infectious hospital waste in municipal drainage system which ultimately goes into watery bodies. SEPA
has also failed to ensure destruction of infectious hospitals waste through incinerator as provided by the
Hospital Waste Management Rules, 2014.‖
Sepa has not taken note of the environmental degradation in the coastal areas of Karachi precipitated by
industrial effluent as instead of becoming a result-producing organization, it has so far remained content
with writing routine letters and issuing notices.
―Sepa has been unable to even realise the mandate given to it by the law. It has failed to even exploit the
resources available to it in the shape of latest equipment and laboratory.‖
The commission observed that the organisational structure of Sepa appeared to be weak and was mostly
concentrated in Karachi therefore for purpose of strict compliance of 2014 Act, Sepa would have to be
strengthened and expanded to the district level.
NSUSC
The commission observed that the North Sindh Urban Services Corporation has materially failed to
deliver on basic targets it was mandated for. It has failed so far to take any adequate measure to either
supply clean drinking water or make proper arrangement for disposal of solid waste and wastewater in
the cities coming under its operation. ―Pools of sewerage water were seen in the streets of the cities
under the NSUSC control. The NSUSC has not been able so far to establish anywhere the dumping and
landfill sites for management of solid waste. Solid waste collected is disposed of by dumping onto open
spaces by the side of roads or is thrown on makeshift dumping sites, which creates more hazards for the
people.‖
The commission noted that the NSUSC had failed arrange sewage treatment in any city. Wastewater
without any kind of treatment is very conveniently being disposed of in water bodies i.e. the Indus River
and its tributaries. The NSUSC has also failed to comply with environmental policy for which it was
mandated.
As there was no improved system of service delivery in the cities with the NSUSC, it is safe to say that
the corporation has not succeeded to ensure performance of the relevant persons (consultants,
contractors, etc.) in delivering the services. The commission observed that the NSUSC had mismanaged
finances entrusted to it and recommended that as it had wasted public money for which it should be held
accountable.

It has not been able to execute relevant projects yet, and has even failed to maintain the system of
providing drinking water and sanitation which it inherited. There is a need to review the over lapping
functions of the NSUSC with the town municipal administrations and the Public Health Engineering
Department, which under the law are assigned the duty of providing clean drinking water, maintaining
sanitation and hygiene.
Responsibility of govt
The commission said it was the constitutional duty of Sindh government to ensure provision of potable
water, better sanitation and healthy and clean environment for its citizens. The commission observed that
local councils have been assigned the duty to supply clean drinking water, improve sanitation condition
and place an adequate system of public drains
The commission observed that relevant departments i.e. PHED, the irrigation department, local
governments and the planning and development department were more interested in development
schemes and having PC-I approved than actually working to serve the public.
―This approach was witnessed during the proceedings i.e. the schemes are happily introduced, approvals
are granted, money is spent but, since there is no monitoring of execution and sustainability of such
schemes, the end-result is always more chaos than order.‖
The commission mentioned that no responsibility was fixed and action taken against those who had failed
the people of Sindh.
Merely devising schemes and approving P.C-I and releasing funds for their execution will not absolve the
Sindh government of its statutory responsibility of providing clean drinking water and healthy hygiene.
―The failure of the government to monitor execution of such schemes and their sustainability, and in case
of shortcomings to fix responsibility on the all concerned, is itself a failure,‖ the commission observed
adding that the way these institutions are being run and operated by the concerned, they have notably
failed to deliver on the issues.
The commission observed that there was no dearth of initiative on part of the government to devise
schemes for water supply and sanitation (as the reports of district judges suggest), and approving P.C-I
for execution of such schemes. But these schemes often do not produce the requisite results due to
shortcomings left in their execution.
The commission observed that instead of finding out what went wrong with the schemes already put, the
approach of the government has been to approve more schemes or revise already completed schemes
but, expectedly until now, to no avail.
The commission observed that process appears to be going on and on without producing any tangible
result regarding improvement in delivery system besides water supply schemes after completion by the
PHED are transferred to local councils for operations and maintenance.
Irrigation dept
The commission said the irrigation department, which was custodian of irrigating canals and the Indus
River, had been unable to stop disposal of solid and untreated liquid waste including industrial effluent
into natural watery bodies, which is the main cause of pollution and contamination in the sweet water.
The irrigation secretary had admitted that they could not stop the inflow of effluent in irrigation canals
because they were prevented by district management from doing so pointing out that the statement
reflected not only a failure of irrigation department but of the district management and TMAs, saw see the
irrigation canals as an easy way to offload their responsibility of managing liquid waste.
The commission observed that local councils, municipal authorities and the PHED on their part hd
conspicuously failed to make drains functional and take steps to treat sewage before its discharge in

irrigation canals. ―Because of the collective apathy and negligence of these departments, water bodies
have been virtually turned into drains and people have been made to drink water from them.‖
Hospital waste
The commission observed that hospitals in the province were disposing of their waste with municipal
waste or washing it off to the municipal drainage system that ultimately ended up in water bodies.
As for infectious waste, hospital managements are either burning it openly or throwing it on the grounds
inside the hospital adding that generally there in no incinerator in the hospitals but if there is one, it is nonfunctional and hospitals of both the sectors (government and private) have completely failed to follow the
Hospital Waste Management Rules, 2014 for management of hospital waste.
The commission observed that health department was found sleeping over the matter, and only after the
commission took up the issue; a committee was formed by the health department to look after the issue
of waste management.
Drainage problems
The commission observed that drainage problem in entire Sindh has gone from bad to worse. ―The
RBOD-II on right side of River Indus which is designed for this purpose, to carry drainage effluent from
RBOD-I and RBOD-III for disposal in Arabian Sea in environmentally safe manner without polluting
Manchar Lake, River Indus, agricultural lands and water supply schemes, has become a victim of delay,
apathy, lack of interest, corruption of executing agencies/officials in the name of inadequacy of funds and
disconnect between the Sindh government and federal government.‖
The commission suggested steps to resolve the isssues.
(By Jamal Khurshid The News 13, 07/03/2017)

Trash talk: SHC seeks details of funds set aside for garbage collection
Upset with the growing piles of garbage on the streets of cantonment areas, the Sindh High Court (SHC)
has asked for details of the funds allocated for trash collection.
On Thursday, SHC issued notices to the provincial local government secretary, and the chief executive
officers of the Karachi, Faisal and Clifton cantonment boards with directions to submit details of the funds
within three weeks.
The two-judge bench, comprising justices Nadeem Akhtar and Fahim Ahmed Siddiqui, was hearing a
petition filed by Abdul Hameed Dagia seeking directives for the local government, the railways and
cantonment boards officials to remove garbage and fix leaking sewerage in residential areas along the
railway tracks in the city.
Garbage collection in Karachi reeks of dirty politics
Dagia had named the Pakistan Railways chairperson, the Sindh local government department secretary,
the railways divisional superintendent for Karachi and the chiefs of Karachi, Faisal and Clifton cantonment
boards as respondents.
Due to the dumping and burning of garbage and overflowing sewerage along railway tracks, hundreds of
people have developed fatal diseases, claimed Dagia.
He argued that people living along the tracks also enjoyed equal protection of law as per Article 25 of the
Constitution. According to sections 12 and 16 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 and
articles 9, 14 and 25 of the Constitution, these officials are bound to provide pollution-free environment to
the citizens and also reduce pollution.

Chinese firm to lift garbage in District South
The judges were informed that the residents of such neighbourhoods were suffered from skin allergies,
asthma and other lung problems. Dagia claimed he wrote to these officials but never received any
response. Therefore, he lodged a compliant with the federal ombudsman.
On April 12 last year, the federal ombudsman directed the railways deputy superintendent, the local
government secretary and the cantonment boards‘ CEOs to submit final recommendations on how to
resolve the issue of increasing pollution, garbage dumping and sewerage overflows in residential areas
along the tracks. However, all the officials failed to implement these directives.
In his petition, Dagia pleaded the court direct the railways and cantonment authorities to take appropriate
measures. He also pleaded the court order the removal of garbage piles and the fixing of overflowing
sewers.
The petitioner also requested directions for these authorities to comply with the order passed by the
federal ombudsman.
(By Naeem Sahoutara The Express Tribune 13, 11/03/2017)

Comments sought on plea against garbage dumping along railway tracks
Petitioner says authorities have disregarded
federal ombudsman‘s orders to remove the trash
The Sindh High Court has called in comments from the advocate general of Sindh, Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation, cantonment boards and others on a petition against garbage dumping
and overflowing sewage on railway tracks in the city.
The petitioner, Abdul Hamid Dagia, has submitted that massive amounts of
garbage was being openly dumped along railway tracks in cantonments and others
area of the city, and no action was being taken for its removal.
He submitted that he had filed representation before the federal ombudsman for redressal of the issue,
and the ombudsman had ordered the civic and land-owning agencies to remove the garbage at the
earliest.
Lamenting the non-compliance of the ombudsman‘s orders, the petitioner requested the court to direct
the respondents to remove the garbage at the earliest. The court took exception over the non-filing of
comments by the official respondents and directed them to file their respective comments by May 9.
Gutka sale
The SHC directed the home department, KMC and others to file comments on a petition against
manufacturing and sale of gutka and mainpuri in the city. The petitioner, Muzammil Mumtaz, submitted
that the two products were known to be injurious to health but were still being openly manufactured and
sold in the city.
Citing the various negative health impacts of the products, he submitted that government functionaries
were not taking any steps to stop their production and sale.
Giving them two weeks time, the court directed the provincial law officer, KMC and others to submit their
respective replies detailing as to what actions were being taken over the matter.
Mirpurkhas circuit bench
The SHC issued notices to the provincial law officer and others on a petition seeking establishment of a
circuit bench in Mirpurkhas.

The Mirpurkhas Bar Association had submitted in the petition that the provincial assembly has passed a
resolution for establishment of a circuit bench in Mirpurkhas, but the decision was not being implemented
by the provincial government.
The petitioner‘s counsel submitted that litigants and lawyers were facing difficulties in filing cases at the
Hyderabad circuit bench and requested the court to direct the government to establish the Mirpurkhas
circuit bench to hear cases related to Mirpurkhas division.
The court directed the provincial law officer to submit details of cases related to Mirpurkhas division that
were being heard at the Hyderabad circuit bench.
(The News 19, 13/03/2017)

Ghani tells city mayor garbage lifting is not KMC’s job
Accusing the Muttahida Qaumi Movement of occupying parks, playgrounds and storm-water drains, the
Pakistan Peoples Party on Sunday advised Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar to read the Sindh Local
Government Act and see that cleanliness and garbage lifting was not the responsibility of the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation.
Speaking at a press conference, Senator Saeed Ghani, the secretary general of the PPP‘s Karachi
chapter, asked the mayor to work for the betterment of the city instead of criticising the Sindh government
just to cover up his own incompetence.
The event was called to announce joining of several political activists, including those from the MQM, Pak
Sarzameen Party and Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, but the focus of Senator Ghani was rebutting the
allegations levelled by the Karachi mayor and his party, the MQM.
Only on Friday, Mayor Akhtar had announced that he would approach the Supreme Court to get the
elected local government representatives the power they deserved, as the federal and Sindh
governments neither provided required resources nor did they support the local bodies in cleanliness and
garbage-lifting work.
Accompanied by PPP leaders Waqar Mehdi and Rashid Rabbani, he claimed that the MQM demanded
that powers be devolved at the lowest level. ―We have given them powers, established the Sindh Solid
Waste Management Board for their help, but we should see whether the MQM [controlled local
government] is effectively working within the available recourses and powers or not.‖
He said the Karachi mayor did not know that the cleanliness and sanitation in the metropolis was not the
responsibility of the KMC as this was the job of the district municipal corporations (DMCs). ―Construction
of roads is the job of the local government representatives but this is also being carried out by the Sindh
government.‖
Referring to Mr Akhtar‘s press conference in which he also talked about removal of encroachments from
the Gujjar Nalla, the PPP leader said it was the MQM which occupied parks, grounds and storm drains.
He said the MQM got appointed ―44,000 ghost employees‖ in local government institutions. ―These ghost
employees do not perform their duties but work for the MQM‘s public meetings,‖ he remarked.
He said the Sindh government did not want to leave thousands of employees jobless.
Answering a question, he said that no other mayor or chairman of district council across the province had
the issue of powers.
―We do not want to make him [Karachi mayor] a hero by bringing a no-confidence motion against him,‖ he
said, adding: ―The mayor should perform his duties instead of hiding his incompetence.‖

Mr Mehdi said on the occasion that the MQM would be held accountable for the Rs300 billion
development funds they got during former military dictator Pervez Musharraf‘s rule.
Earlier, Senator Ghani welcomed those who joined the PPP. He said that the PPP would emerge as the
single-largest party in Karachi in the 2018 general election.
(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque Dawn 15, 13/03/2017)

Mastering the world of waste
The writer is a former practice manager of the World Bank‘s Environment and Natural Resources Global
Practice.
EVERYONE I talk to from Karachi is upset about the waste situation. It is both a health hazard and a
major source of shame and annoyance for Karachiites. Dawn recently published a heartbreaking story
about Shameem and Mohammed Umair losing their three children to a lethal fire caused by trash. We
have reached a new low. Each day, Karachi generates 12,000 tons of solid waste, according to that
article. Yet in 1996, it was estimated that only 6,450 tons of waste per day were produced. In 20 years,
the figures have virtually doubled. How can we master this new world of waste?
Cities that are effective at managing trash are successful because they think about waste in a systematic
way rather than looking at individual pieces of the puzzle. Waste cannot appear or disappear magically. It
sticks around, taking on different forms, even when we burn it. This means we have to be smart at how
much (or ideally how little) waste we create, how we recycle or reuse it, and then finally dispose of it. We
have to examine the entire process.
We have total control as individuals on waste creation and handling. The World Bank‘s What a Waste
report (2012) notes that 50-80pc of waste management budgets of middle income countries are spent on
waste collection. However, in high-income countries, this figure is only 10pc, despite citizens producing
more waste per capita.
So what‘s happening? The main difference is that communities play a crucial role in reducing the waste
that needs to be disposed at the landfill. It‘s up to us how much we generate, what we reuse and recycle
within the home and how we dispose of it. Collecting waste in one container or disposing of waste in
community bins, rather than just dumping it on an empty plot or throwing it on the street, makes it easier
to collect and reduces pollution impact. It means that our creeks and waterways are not full of rotting
garbage and plastic bags. Did you know that scientists estimate that plastic bags could take 500 to 1,000
years to degrade? We also need to stop burning trash, as this only results in polluting the air that we
breathe. At the end of the day, it is only by each Karachiite walking the talk that we can start to clean up
our city.
When it comes to waste reuse and recycling, there is a silver lining in Pakistan — our excellent informal
system of recycling. The recycling of glass, newspapers, metal and plastic items is a way of ensuring that
we minimise the actual waste we send to the landfill. This in turn allows us to build less landfills. However,
we need to include recycling as part of the official system.
Sao Paulo state, Brazil, has been actively working to bring these informal waste pickers into the system
through cooperatives. This also helps to ensure that recycling is more systematic and widespread. An
added benefit is that we can ensure that children are in school rather than picking waste. W aste recycling
and reuse can also be seen as business opportunities. In New York City, people have made fortunes by
offering a service to entire office buildings to help with waste minimisation and recycling. Separation and
management of hospital waste, which is typically hazardous to health, is another business. Many
industries burn biomass waste (with strict environmental emissions control) to generate heat and power,
termed co-generation, again minimising landfill waste.
Waste collection comes next. The common mistake is focusing only on collection, and not realising that
waste disposal and financial management are inextricably linked with it. Typically, payments are made to

trucks based on the waste they deposit, after weighing, at the landfill. If one pays the trucks based on
collection, there is a tendency to dump the trash elsewhere and to come back quickly to pick up another
load. If the landfill is really far away, then cities put in place waste transfer stations where the waste can
be stored temporarily. In Karachi, an added challenge is the many different jurisdictions responsible for
urban services. KMC, industrial estates, and cantonment boards are all responsible for providing urban
services to different parts of the city. This requires massive coordination across jurisdictions, in addition to
the incredible organisation and discipline required to collect and dispose of waste in a city the size of
Karachi.
Lastly, safe waste disposal is important. Landfills need to be lined properly. Otherwise we create new
problems, as pollution (leachate) seeps into the ground and poisons our water. As waste degrades, it
transforms into methane gas, creating business opportunities for generating electricity. Since methane is
a greenhouse gas, many cities have taken advantage of climate grant money to set up such schemes. It
requires landfills to be built in cells with piping already inserted, to facilitate gas capture. To ensure
financial viability of the business, deposited waste needs to be assessed for its methane generation
potential and the business needs to be able to sell electricity generated back to the grid.
Looking at the world of waste it becomes obvious that, as in most things in life, it is about realising that
circumstances change over time, creating new challenges. We need to tackle these challenges smartly
but also make the most of opportunities, in this case for job creation. At the end of the day, Karachiites
know better than anyone what needs to be done and how many of the options above can be utilised, or
existing efforts scaled up, to clean up their city. It is also about everyone — from the provincial
government to local bodies down to each one of us and our neighbours — playing a role. Ultimately all
that should matter is the goal of a clean city.
After all, wouldn‘t you rather live in a clean city instead of a dirty one, and certainly one where no one
should be worried about trash fires?
The writer is a former practice manager of the World Bank‘s Environment and Natural Resources Global
Practice.
(By Kulsum Ahmed Dawn 08, 20/03/2017)

New garbage transfer station likely to be hazardous for Karachi
The Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) has taken over the land of Karachi Development
Authority (KDA) adjacent to Race Course near Safoora Chowrangi for the construction
of a Garbage Transfer Station (GTS). However, building the GTS in District East is
likely to prove hazardous for the city.
Schools and colleges in the area fear they will have to shut down operations while
aviation authorities say that garbage will attract birds and that will affect the flights
operations. Currently, the land serves as a depot where machinery imported from China is being housed.
Around 3.75 acres of land in Deh Safoora, Scheme 33, has an asphalt plant installed in it, which belongs
to the KDA. Earlier, when Sharae Faisal was first remodelled, a retired official of the KDA told The
Express Tribune, the plant was gifted by King Shah Faisal of Saudi Arabia to provide construction
material.
Advertisement
Ad
Cleaning the city: Garbage stations to be constructed
Later, when in 2004 the area became populated and several schools were constructed, the asphalt plant
was shut down. Residents and the management of the Race Course wrote to the then mayor of the city,
Niamatullah Khan, and the KDA, after which Sindh Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) intervened
and the plant was closed.

Currently, there are six schools and a college situated in a line near the asphalt plant. A plaque is placed
just outside the boundary wall of the asphalt plant, which says that the former mayor of the city, Mustafa
Kamal, had inaugurated a GTS at that spot, which, according to a retired official of KDA, could not
materialise as Kamal‘s tenure ended.
According to Crescent Bahria Cadet College admin incharge Zafar Iqbal, all the garbage of the locality
around is dumped just outside the boundary wall of the asphalt plant. Nowadays, District Municipal
Corporation (DMC) East vehicles frequent the dumping spot on a daily basis. Otherwise, he said, winds
used to blow all the garbage during winter inside their college‘s premises.
Early warning: Be prepared to pay ‘garbage’ tax if you live in district South or East
With the construction of the GTS, he pointed out, if the garbage of the entire District East starts landing
adjacent to their college, they will not be able to continue their operations.
Flight operations
According to an official of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), birds gather wherever there is garbage.
―Airport is a sensitive place,‖ he said, adding that if a bird collides with an airplane, it can damage both the
engines at a time and that is why any GTS near the airport is severely discouraged.
However, the manager of Jinnah International Airport, Nisar Ahmed Brohi, said it was too early to
ascertain if the flight operations will be affected with the construction of the GTS. If the GTS is covered
and is at a sufficient distance from the airport, they will not have any problem.
Public hearing
Responding to the situation, Sepa Director-General Naeem Mughal said the SSWMB has submitted their
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) for all their six GTSs to be constructed in the city. However, a
public hearing for that has yet to take place and the EIAs are undergoing the process of review.
Endangering lives, environment: Civic agency dumping waste near Rawat without treatment
In the public hearing, he said, all the stakeholders, including residents of the area, will be invited to air
their grievances. Permission will then be given on merit alone, he added.
Environmental hazard
Dr Zafar Iqbal Shams of Karachi University‘s Institute of Environmental Studies said daily household
garbage includes organic matter. According to him, when the organic matter decomposes, it emits a
pungent smell and very dangerous gases.
The area, where the GTS is to be constructed has Malir Cantt on one end, Jinnah International Airport on
another and the heavily populated Gulistan-e-Jauhar on another. ―There can be severe health issues for
the residents of these areas if the entire District East‘s garbage starts being dumped at the spot,‖ he said,
recommending that the GTS be shifted somewhere near new Sabzi Mandi on Super Highway.
Two new waste management projects announced
Authority’s version
Meanwhile, SSWMB Managing Director Dr AD Sajnani said the GTSs are constructed within the cities
across the world. The important thing, he said, is to keep it clean and covered. ―Garbage is part and
parcel of life but we have to make [its disposal] better scientifically,‖ he said. To this, Shams responded
that it has to be seen how the authorities will be able to cover such a large piece of land.
KDA Director-General Nasir Abbas did not respond when contacted by The Express Tribune.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 20/03/2017)

Graves and garbage as far as the eye can see
To Muhammad Nadeem‘s surprise, his wife‘s grave at the Azeempura Graveyard was littered with
garbage and polythene bags.

―This is nonsense,‖ he yelled at the caretaker of the graveyard, questioning how such a
huge heap of garbage could accumulate in the graveyard.
All the garbage of Shah Faisal Town, District Korangi, has been dumped in the Malir River,
adjacent to which the Azeempura Graveyard is situated. A part of the boundary wall has collapsed, due to
which all the garbage that is dumped inside the river washes up in the graveyard. Once a week,
according to one of the caretakers, someone sets the garbage on fire, due to which the graves also get
affected.
When The Express Tribune visited the graveyard on Tuesday it reeked of pungent garbage
and wisps of smoke were visible near the Malir River. Someone had recently burnt
garbage and only the charred remains of scores of graves and the dilapidated boundary
wall were visible.
As crows fly low over the heads of visibly irked visitors, Nadeem cleans his wife‘s grave with his own
hands. ―I visit the graveyard twice a week,‖ he said, adding that ever since the boundary wall has been
collapsed, garbage has started accumulating inside the graveyard. ―How could we leave our deceased
inside this garbage?‖ he asked.
Mayor hands out garbage bags
Covering her nose with her scarf, Alia recites verses of the Holy Quran at her mother‘s grave. ―It has been
three months since my mother‘s death and now I regret burying her in this graveyard,‖ she said. Several
times, Alia herself has given money to the caretakers of the graveyard to clean the graveyard. ―The
government simply does not pay any heed,‖ she said angrily, adding that the authorities deliberately burn
garbage so that fire engulfs the graves as well and they get new spaces for burials.
The small Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) office situated at the entrance of the
graveyard was padlocked. A caretaker of the graveyard told The Express Tribune that
ever since the KMC banned burial in six graveyards of the city, one of which was the
Azeempura graveyard, the office has remained closed.
Deputy Director of KMC‘s Graveyard Department Sarwar Alam was unaware of the situation. He said they
have written to the authorities to take action regarding the collapsed boundary wall and garbage, but
nothing has been done. Alam said they do not have enough funds to deploy security guards at the
graveyards.
According to a truck driver who brings garbage to dump in the river, around 12 to 15 trucks from Shah
Faisal Town throw garbage in the river every day. ―We never throw it inside the graveyard,‖ he clarified,
adding that they are unaware of how the garbage accumulates at the graveyard.
Trash talk: SHC seeks details of funds set aside for garbage collection
Chairman of District Municipal Corporation Korangi Nayyar Raza said that the district generates around
1,500 tons of garbage on a daily basis, part of which is dumped near the Malir River from where they
have outsourced a contractor who moves that garbage to the landfill site in Jam Chakro. For the garbage
inside the graveyard, he said it could be old and assured that he would look into the matter and not let
anyone desecrate the graves.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 15, 22/03/2017)

‘Keep your cars, give us funds, machines to clean the city’
Muttahida Qaumi Movement‘s (MQM) local government elected representatives refused to accept cars
from the Sindh government and instead asked for funds and machinery to clean the city.

The rift between the Pakistan Peoples Party‘s (PPP‘s) Sindh and MQM‘s local government intensified
when the latter refused to receive 1,000cc cars for its elected district vice-chairmen on Saturday.
A ceremony was held at the Karachi Development Authority‘s headquarters at Civic Centre, rather than
the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation‘s (KMC) building on MA Jinnah Road on Monday. Local
Government Secretary Muhammad Ramzan, on behalf of the Sindh government, distributed around 60
Suzuki Cultus cars to the elected local government members.
Advertisement
According to Ramzan, there are total of 214 cars that have to be distributed. The vice-chairmen of six
District Municipal Corporations (DMCs) of Karachi, vice-chairmen of 24 district councils of Sindh,
chairmen of 146 town committees of interior Sindh and chairmen of 38 municipal corporations of
Hyderabad, Sukkur and Larkana will be given cultus cars.
Whereas, the chairmen of six DMCs in Karachi, 24 district councils and three mayors of municipal
corporations of Hyderabad, Sukkur and Larkana will be given Toyota Corollas. This will cost the Sindh
government around Rs390 million, according to him.
governance: Local bodies a must to solve problems: Shehbaz
MQM‘s elected vice-chairmen refused to receive the cars in protest. Central DMC‘s Vice-Chairman Shakir
Ali said that they do not need new cars from the Sindh government and actually want vehicles and funds
to clean the city. The vice-chairmen were insulted by the Sindh government, he said, when they were
asked for their Computerised National Identity Cards (CNICs) before the cars were handed over. ―Will
[Local Government Minister] Jam Khan Shoro ever be asked by the Sindh government to present his
CNIC before handing him his official vehicle?‖ asked Ali.
To this, Ramzan responded that a few vice-chairmen tried to play politics over the issue. The CNICs were
asked only from those members who were not present in the ceremony and had sent someone else to
receive their cars. These cars, he said, will help the elected members move around in their districts easily.
In the next phase, he said that the elected chairmen will also be given cars. However, Central DMC
Chairman Rehan Hashmi said that no elected chairman of the MQM would take any car from the Sindh
government. This is their party‘s uniform policy, he claimed.
In a response to this, Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that they have already told the Sindh government
two months back for fire tenders and machinery to clean the city instead of cars for their personal use.
The current snorkels that the KMC has, he said, are useless. ―We don‘t want cars but to solve the issues
of public,‖ said the mayor, requesting all the elected local government members to return the cars to the
Sindh government.
At Gunpoint: Govt official‘s vehicle snatched
Meanwhile, Ramzan said that in the funds allocated for these cars not even a single snorkel could be
purchased. He pointed out that earlier the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the MQM themselves used to
demand cars and now when they have been provided them, they have started playing politics.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune 13, 26/03/2017)

Mayor asks Sindh govt to enforce SC order on solid waste management
Mayor Wasim Akhtar on Tuesday said the latest Supreme Court decision on poor performance of various
departments, including the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SWMB), Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board (KWSB) and the North Sindh Urban Services Corporation Ltd (NSUSC), was an
opportunity for the Sindh government to solve civic problems by taking the elected governments on
board.

―Had stakeholders in Karachi been consulted or provided an opportunity to serve people, the situation
would not have reached this level where the Supreme Court had to give such a judgement,‖ said Mr
Akhtar while addressing a packed press conference at his office.
―If the government does not listen to our requests then it should at least pay attention to the Supreme
Court‘s observations. All parties in the City Council are with us on city issues. We want to erase the label
of bad governance [attached to] the Sindh government by providing help and support to them,‖ said the
Karachi mayor, who was accompanied by chairmen of Karachi East and Korangi DMCs Moeed Anwer
and Nayyar Raza, Karachi Central DMC vice chairman Shakir Ali, MQM‘s parliamentary leader in the city
council Aslam Shah Afridi, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf‘s Firdous Naqvi, Jamaat-i-Islami‘s Junaid Mukati,
Awami National Party‘s Alam Zaib Aalai, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam‘s Akbar Hashmi, Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz‘s Amanullah Afridi and other local government representatives.
Referring to the Supreme Court judgement (CP 38/16 dated March 16, 2017), he explained that it ―clearly
demonstrates the Government of Sindh has to act accordingly and dissolve this SWM Board and assign
the functions of the SWM Board to local councils immediately.‖
Through the judgement, he said, the Supreme Court ―has shown serious concerns about the working of
the SWM Board.‖
Reading out an excerpt from the judgement, he said: ―Instead of making improvement on the aforesaid
functions of the local bodies in addition to the budgetary allocation to the local government departments,
the Sindh Government has introduced the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board Act, 2014, assigning
most of the functions which the sanitary workers of the local bodies were to perform and for which they
are being paid their salaries on a regular basis.‖
He said the judgement observed that a huge amount of money was being spent on the SWMB without
any result; Rs350 million was allocated every year to the SWMB out of which Rs200m was spent on
salaries and Rs150m on non-salary expenditure. ―This Board has not done anything till date to remedy
the agonies of the residents of the cities except on paper, where it is shown to be active.‖
The mayor said the court had serious reservations over the continuation of SWMB programmes that had
failed to deliver, while the government continued to pay the local government departments also for the
same work. The court cautioned against running the SWMB as a parallel department, he added.
Mr Akhtar quoted the apex court as saying that the non-functional board ―should be dissolved by
transferring its functions to the local bodies as provided under the Rules of Business.‖
He said the City Council or the KMC had taken a serious view of the situation. ―We are going to meet in
the council shortly to develop a comprehensive policy so that the issue of solid waste management is
resolved in the best interest of citizens.
―We aim to help the Sindh government by extending our support and developing a policy so that the
people of Karachi should not suffer.‖
Mr Akhtar, however, cautioned the Sindh government that if their suggestions were not heeded, ―we
reserve the right to approach the apex court or the water commission that has been assigned the powers
of the high court for implementation of this order.‖
Supporting the mayor‘s views, parliamentary leaders from different parties demanded that the provincial
government give more power and funds to the local bodies to enable them to perform properly.
(By Hasan Mansoor Dawn 18, 29/03/2017)

Cleanliness is next to godliness
In a small cramped room, a priest gives a sermon on ‗cleansing the soul and body‘.

―It‘s the month of [Lent] fasting. Cleansing your outer [body] is as important as your inner
[soul],‖ Pastor Sahib Masih tells a couple who listen attentively to him on the terrace of
their 40-square-yard house in the Natha Khan slum.
―With a healthy [pious] soul you can enter the eternal life but a healthy and clean body
also is a precondition to draw close to God,‖ he politely adds, as the Catholic Christian
couple nod along.
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―Is that clear? Any questions?‖ Pastor Masih asks in a gravelly voice, this time sounding like a soldier.
Transgender women teach underprivileged children
Yes, the now full-time 47-year-old preacher was once a sailor in the navy. Unlike other Christian clergies
preaching faith in the country, Pastor Masih adds hygiene in his lecture as well.
Hailing from a small town in Punjab, Pastor Masih arrived in Karachi as a recruit in the
Pakistan Navy in 1989. ―At that time, Karachi was a different city, people would carry
umbrellas because it could rain anytime, yet the city was neat and clean,‖ he told The
Express Tribune with shiny eyes while recalling the days when he was 18 years old.
―There was not that much environmental pollution back then,‖ he added.
After retiring two years ago, Pastor Masih chose to live in the metropolis, which is still expanding and the
sanitation conditions are going from bad to worse, offering him enough room to preach religion and
hygiene.
Substandard: Over 30 health care set-ups sealed in Abbottabad, Haripur
His target areas are unprivileged Christian and Hindu families – many of whom work as sanitary workers
– living in slums. During his service, he did various courses on sanitation and later obtained a four-year
religious studies degree at the protestant Pentecostal Church.
―My knowledge on both [the] subjects helps me a lot,‖ he said, adding that his seniors in the Navy
appreciated his work.
―To ensure cleanliness and safety in the shops, soldiers are encouraged to kill rats. Killing
one rat used to earn us Rs10 plus one day leave,‖ the retired soldier recalled. ―Once I
killed 100 rats in a month and earned a cash prize and leave,‖ he added, with a smile on
his face.
In Christianity, each parish priest assigns certain areas to the clergies who are required to visit every
family at least once a month, a system to keep them in contact with the Church.
Unhygienic goods PFA clamps down on shops
Pastor Masih does two jobs at the same time. ―Most of the people I visit are uneducated and work as
sanitary workers in the government or private sectors and suffer from different diseases because they
directly handle trash,‖ he said. ―The other thing is that the slums where they live have sewerage
overflowing in almost every street and open drains where mosquitoes breed and other germs are
produced that result in diseases. Therefore, these people need to be taught how to maintain hygiene –
especially personal hygiene.‖
Pastor Masih visits around 100 families living in the city‘s large slums like Essa Nagri, Azam Basti, Natha
Khan and Cattle Colony.
―During the initial visits I figure out the hygiene conditions,‖ he explained. ―Slowly and gradually I then
start talking to them about hygiene.‖

Once acquainted, both sides open up. ―First, we offer prayers and talk about the religion,‖ he said.
―Sometimes, I make references to the Holy Bible on the subject. After prayers, during informal chit-chat, I
share tips on how to improve hygiene conditions.‖
‘Quality control lab essential to check fish meat in South Punjab’
A majority of the Christian and Hindu community members face socio-economic problems and cannot
afford to live in the upscale neighbourhoods. The elected representatives rarely visit them, only during
elections and then disappear. Those who do approach them to address their civic issues are from nonprofit organisations.
―Initially, I found all the families I visited had one member or so ailing. I realised that their sickness was
because of ignorance of religion and cleanliness,‖ said the pastor. ―So, we discuss how to resolve
hygiene-related problems and we also pray. With precautions and prayers, many diseases are gone.‖
A recent example of Pastor Masih at work can be seen in the case of sanitary worker Adeel Masih‘s wife,
who lives in the Natha Khan slum.
―The lady had severe pain in her teeth and could not eat anything. She was going to get teeth implants
because her condition was so bad. I told her to start cleaning her teeth every day. I also prayed for her
every day. Within days she was completely healed and healthy,‖ said Pastor Masih.

Students launch cleanliness drive in streets of Karachi
Adeel‘s wife agrees. ―Pastor Sahab told us about cleanliness, which is also important before we go to
pray and also for our health. I do not want to get teeth implants now,‖ she said confidently.
The priest said he took up the cause of serving people not just religiously but in other ways too, such as
spreading hygiene awareness.
―Today, Karachi has turned into a city of trash,‖ he lamented of the civic conditions in the city, where the
local administration is failing to collect and dispose of 12,000 tons of garbage generated daily. Lying
unattended on the street corners, along the open drains or footpaths, the litter is spreading infectious
diseases that many are not aware of.
―The government alone cannot do everything. So, giving awareness to the people on the subject is
needed. Then, there is no will,‖ he said.
The pastor is literate in Hebrew and translates verses on hygiene from the Bible into Urdu then sells them
to people for ornamental purposes.
Shared responsibility: Students launch cleanliness drive in Malir
Asked about an association with any group, Pastor Masih said his association was with God. He said,
however, that more people can spread more awareness. ―I‘m performing this task alone. If the
government or any group would like to join me, it will help save lives,‖ he said with a smile as he revved
his motorcycle, ready to make the trip to visit another family in need.
(By Naeem Sahoutara The Express Tribune 15, 10/04/2017)

MQM-P sends notice to govt over failure to dissolve SSWMB
Dr Farogh Naseem has sent a legal notice, on behalf of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan and
several of its leaders, to the Sindh chief minister, the local government minister and top government
officials for implementation of the Supreme Court judgement of March 16 within three days to dissolve the
Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB).

In its judgement last month, the apex court had said that ―the non-functional board which has never
performed should be dissolved by transferring its functions to the local bodies as provided under the
Rules of Business‖.
The legal notice, which was also sent to the chief secretary, ocal government , finance secretary and
Sindh Assembly secretary, said that in case the ruling was not implemented, legal remedies, including the
filing of a contempt application in the Supreme Court and the filing of another petition/application in the
Sindh High Court, would be sought.
The notice said, ―A full bench of the Supreme Court ―in Shahab Usto v. Government of Sindh constitution
petition no.38/16 on 16.3.2017, while adversely commenting upon the performance of the Sindh Solid
Waste Management Board has in the said judgement been pleased to observe as follows: ‗The nonfunctional Board which has never performed should be dissolved by transferring its functions to the local
bodies as provided under the Rules of Business‘.
―The above observations are binding on you under article 189 of the Constitution but till date no steps
have been taken to dissolve the Board and transfer the functions provided in the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board Act, 2014 on the elected representatives of the local bodies, as directed by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan in its judgment. ―Thus you, in particular the Secretary Sindh Assembly are
under a direct duty to introduce and secure legislation in the Sindh Assembly repealing the 2014 Act.
Alternatively the Sindh Government may advise the Governor of Sindh to repeal the 2014 Act trough an
Ordinance.‖
The legal notice further said: ―It is needless to stress that under Item no.3 of Part II to the 2ndSchedule of
the Sindh Local Government Act 2013 the subject of Solid Waste Management vests with the Local
Governments. Furthermore please note that 2013 Act has been legislated in pursuance of the
constitutional mandate prescribed under article 140-A of the constitution and therefore, the functions
prescribed therein could not have been eclipsed through the 2014 Act.‖
It said the minister and the finance secretary were also under a direct duty to release funds to the local
governments in this regard.
The legal notice was sent on behalf of the MQM-P, Dr Farooq Sattar, Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar,
MPA Syed Sardar Ahmed, Khuwaja Izhar ul Hassan, Rauf Siddiqui, Faisal Sabzwari and Khuwaja Sohail
Mansoor.
(The News 13, 18/04/2017)

An oasis of knowledge in the midst of a garbage dump
Tiny feet tread a treacherous path. Dressed in ragged clothes, some barefoot, they navigate around
heaps of burning garbage and rotting refuse to find a ray of hope in the garbage dump
they call home. For the children of Kachra Kundi, a landfill site situated in the outskirts
of Karachi, their beacon of hope is the Idara Al-Khair Welfare Society Campus II.
The school is a ray of hope for the 1,000 families living in the two villages – Umar Goth
and Ismail Goth – in Jam Chakro.
Following a path forged between piles of garbage in Umar Goth, amid the smoke and stench of burning
waste along the route, the children end up at a nine-room school that has been working to educate the
children of the area for the last 18 years.
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Education for all: CM inaugurates school enrolment campaign
Scavenging is the main source of income in Kachra Kundi – men, women and children as young as three
years old sift through waste to find items worth selling. They scavenge for steel, brass
and iron from the piles of trash throughout the day and sell it to the nearest truck

weighing scales that pays them according to the weight of their findings. Each family earns between
Rs200 to Rs300 per day.
―We go to their makeshift houses and advise them to educate their children,‖ said the school‘s incharge,
Muhammad Kashif, adding that their standard of living is so low that the residents of Kachra Kundi refuse
to send their offspring to school despite the students having been given free textbooks, notebooks, school
bags, stationery and a meal a day.
The school runs from 7:30am till 1pm and the trust also provides pick and drop services to staff from the
villages.
Another challenge: Out-of-school children ‘a serious issue’
The residents live in makeshift houses made of bamboo sticks and cloth and do not have
electricity or water. The school, however, has a generator and also purchases water
tankers.
―We do not charge the students a single rupee – the trust bears all the expenses, from the
teachers‘ salary to the fuel used for generator,‖ explained Kashif. He said seven teachers
coming from the city are provided pick and drop services as is the single teacher who
resides in Umar Goth.
The Idara Al-Khair Welfare Society also has a campus on Surjani Town Link Road, where they send
students for secondary classes because the Kachra Kundi campus is just for preparatory and primary
classes.
―We are just trying to teach them basic English, Urdu and maths and etiquette and manners,‖ said a
teacher, Mehak Kanwal, who has been teaching at the school for three months and
comes from Surjani Town.
It is quite difficult to make the residents understand the importance of sending their
children to school, lamented Kashif. He added that many parents question why they
would send their children to study and ‗waste time on education‘ when they could spend the same five
hours picking garbage and earning money.
A fair chance: ‘Govt committed to women education’
Kashif, who has been affiliated with the school‘s Kachra Kundi campus for the last three years, also said
that the school has made a difference in the people‘s lives. ―They have started
sending their children [to school] and the enrolment of 300 students shows that while
the locals do not want to abandon their way of earning a living, they do want their kids
to study at least the basics,‖ he said.
Of the class of 71 students, a majority have big dreams – they want to be doctors, teachers or police
officers – but none want to abandon scavenging.
The students sit on red and black woven mats at school, most boys wearing shalwar kameez and girls
attired in traditional Sindhi and Balochi clothes. Umair, who has been studying for the last six months,
was pleased to have learnt to write the alphabet in English, he shared while writing the letter C on the
blackboard.
Six-year-old Sahiba, while shrouding half her face with her dupatta, shyly said she feels happy when she
wakes up early in the morning and walks to school. ―I want to teach the children in my
village just like my class teacher does,‖ said the young girl, who also scavenges
through garbage after school.
Another student, Rahim, who is the eldest son in his house, wants to help his parents
move out of the village and live a better life through education.

Only nine students from the village have completed their matriculation from the school in the last 18
years. Of these students, some boys have their own grocery shops in Umar Goth and nearby villages and
few of them go to the city to work as labourers at factories. The girls who completed their matriculation
from the school live in the village and still work as scavengers.
(By Yusra Salim The Express Tribune 13, 04/05/2017)

The life of a garbage scavenger
Though located no more than six kilometres from 4K Chowrangi in New Karachi, the lives of the residents
of Umar Goth are poles apart from those of other Karachiites.
Far away from the cool breeze synonymous with Karachi, the residents of Umar Goth
live amid piles of garbage, breathing noxious smoke day in and day out and treading
barefoot on burning mountains of waste.
This is a routine matter for the 1,000 families that live in the area. Umar Goth is a village
in Jam Chakro, one of Karachi‘s two landfill sites, that approximately covers 500 acres of land.
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The village has no electricity, water, transport or medical facility. ―We have to go to Manghopir if we are ill
or in case of any emergency and for that we have to pay the taxi drivers around Rs400,‖ said Ramzan, a
resident of the village.
An oasis of knowledge in the midst of a garbage dump
Manghopir is 10.9km away from Umar Goth and the village has no roads. Villagers have saved the taxi
drivers‘ mobile phone numbers saved so that they can call them late at night if there is
any emergency.
―I was born here, I studied, got married and now have a one-year-old daughter,‖ said
Saima, who is the first girl from the village to have completed her matriculation. She now scavenges steel,
brass and iron from the mountains of garbage and sells it to make ends meet.
Hiding her face behind a green-coloured veil, Saima holds her young daughter in her arms and walks
from the garbage piles to her house. It is constructed of weak bamboo sticks and flimsy cloth curtains.
Body parts of Sehwan terror victims ‘found in garbage’
―We all live here to scavenge the waste dumped here from all over the city,‖ she
explained, adding that they earn a maximum of Rs300 a day if they are lucky. There
are also days when the families living in Jam Chakro are not so lucky and earn even
not a single rupee.
The main source of income for the people residing in the village is hunting through the garbage to find
items of value and selling them. A few villagers own small grocery shops.
The garbage trucks that come to the area from the city are supposed to dump trash anywhere but
residents have to pay the drivers Rs1,500 to dump the waste in front of their makeshift
houses so that they can dig through. ―We pay them so we can earn more. From a single
truck, for which we pay Rs1,500, we can earn up to Rs4,000,‖ explained Ramzan.
Describing how they work in such an environment, he said that when any of the trucks
dump the garbage, he and his family members – men, women and children – spread the trash, collect all
the paper and set the rest of the garbage on fire for a day. Once the extra items in the waste like plastic
and other useless things burn they leave it to cool down for another day.

New garbage transfer station likely to be hazardous for Karachi
―Once the garbage is cool enough to step into it we hunt for iron, steel, brass and other
metals and spend two days collecting whatever we can,‖ explained Ramzan while
separating paper from rocks in a pile of garbage in front of his hut.
The villagers not only collect metal but also separate animal bones, which they sell in
the city. ―After collecting everything we can, we go to the weighing scale outside the village on Surjani
Town Link Road and sell whatever we collected per kilogramme,‖ he said, adding that
the weighing scale is set to weigh trucks and keep a check on how much garbage is
being brought in daily.
On an average, between 250 and 300 trucks come into Jam Chakro daily, which are
distributed among the five small villages located nearby.
Due to excessive smoke from burning garbage, smell of the waste and unhygienic conditions, nearly 50%
of the residents who work and live in the area suffer from tuberculosis or asthma.
―What else should I do other than working here,‖ asked a resident who was working to
sift through the garbage and collect the metals in a basket.
―This is where I earn bread and butter for my family.‖ He said he was afraid of moving
to the city because if he moves out, the feudal lord in whose possession the land is will make it difficult for
his family to live in the village.
(By Yusra Salim The Express Tribune 13, 05/05/2017)

CBC turns Clifton's Block 9 into garbage dump
A putrid stench lingers in the air due to piles of rotting garbage, causing residents to don surgical masks,
shielding their mouths and noses from the foul odour.
This is the scene in one of Karachi‘s most affluent areas – Clifton. A street in the
locality‘s Block 9, adjacent to Submarine Chowk, has become a dumping ground for the
Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC).
When The Express Tribune visited the area, a Suzuki pickup was already parked and men garbed in tshirts emblazoned with the CBC logo were unloading mounds of garbage.
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―Garbage is brought here every day but later we shift it to our main garbage disposal site,‖ claimed the
driver of the vehicle, who reluctantly identified himself as Nadeem.
The street and rainwater drain were covered in garbage, a sure-fire way to flood the
streets in the monsoon. This particular street has been sealed off with concrete
barricades, around which even more trash has accumulated. The street is home to
several residential complexes – both apartments and town houses – such as Bath View Apartments,
Seafield Apartments and Shangrilla Cooperative Housing Society.
According to Dr Nauman Ansari, a resident of Shangrilla Cooperative Housing Society, two days ago, the
garbage was lying right in front of the main gate of the complex, even though the place where the CBC
dumps the trash is at a distance from their gate. He criticised that their street has been converted into a
temporary garbage transfer station.
New garbage transfer station likely to be hazardous for Karachi
Dr Ansari said that even though the area is home to many VIPs and considered a ‗posh‘ locality, the
situation is terrible. He shuddered to think about the situation in the less posh areas. We residents

complain about the situation to the CBC, who clean the area and rid it of garbage, but this is a temporary
solution, as within a few days the now familiar stench of decaying garbage is back again, he said.
Muhammad Nadeem, a resident of Seafield Apartments, said that even though they pay their taxes
regularly, this is what they get in return. The condition is unhygienic and our children cannot even play
outside in the evening, he lamented, adding that it is embarrassing for residents who have guests over as
their visitors have to park near piles of garbage.
According to the local MPA, Khurrum Sher Zaman of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, he has complained to the
CBC about garbage. He said due to this, the situation is currently better than usual but
garbage should not be dumped in residential areas.
CBC spokesperson Amir Arab said the area was merely a temporary garbage dumping site.
However, he did say they have asked their workers to remove trash from the area
immediately. The CBC has always tried its best to present itself as the most competent civic
agency, therefore immediate action is always taken after such complaints are lodged,
claimed Arab.
Urban Resource Centre Director Zahid Farooq told The Express Tribune that while there is a concept of
garbage transfer stations throughout the world, these should definitely not be situated in residential areas
as they pose hazards to both the environment and human health.
He said that municipal authorities should try to take the garbage directly to the landfill sites instead of
keeping it in residential areas.
(By SHEHARYAR ALI The Express Tribune 15, 11/05/2017)

New garbage collection system sparks concerns
Some major problems with the proposed new garbage collection system came to light when details of the
project were shared with stakeholders during a public hearing of its Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report organised on Wednesday at a local hotel by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency
(Sepa).
While concerns over the government‘s ―absolute failure so far‖ to ensure proper disposal of garbage in
the city, particularly hazardous medical waste, dominated the event‘s proceedings, one of the major
concerns raised pertained to the fact that the project, which claimed to be based on modern waste
disposal methods, did not have a system to segregate waste at source.
The EIA report also overlooked the issue.
The public hearing was called to discuss the EIA report of the project titled Establishment of six garbage
transfer stations with material recovery and refuse derived fuel facilities in Karachi.
The garbage stations, according to the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB), the project
proponent, would be developed at the old Irani Asphalt Plant, Mewashah graveyard, District West (eight
acres), Deh Ganjiaro in District Malir (40 acres), Sharafi Goth in the Korangi Industrial Area (10.14 acres),
old asphalt plant in Korangi township (4.13 acres), Deh Okewari in Gulshan-i-Iqbal (3.5 acres) and
Korangi township near the naval/Coast Guard base (11.47 acres).
Highlighting their concerns, stakeholders said that mixing non-infectious municipal waste with highly
infectious medical waste being dumped in every nook and corner of the city by clinics, maternity homes,
laboratories, blood banks and hospitals, was a serious public health hazard, but the subject had been
ignored in the project.
It was also questioned that how segregation of municipal waste from the highly harmful industrial waste
would be ensured in the proposed system.

―Steps must be taken to ensure bio-safety of all workers who would be involved in the project,‖ said senior
engineer A. A. Chandani.
It was also inquired why the government could not introduce a door-to-door garbage collection system in
the present project to address the problem of infectious agents‘ spread.
There were also queries over the presence of over 4,000 ‗kuchra kundis‘ (garbage dumps) in the city and
the fate of hundreds and thousands of poor people, a majority of them young boys dependent on garbage
for survival, if the government planned to remove those dumps.
Some participants complained over the prolonged time taken by authorities to lift waste from garbage
dumps and said overflowing dumps and dustbins, recently placed by the SSWMB in some areas of the
city, were a common sight in the city.
On hazardous medical waste, officials representing the board, Sepa and the company, Environmental
Management Consultants which has carried out the project EIA, argued that all healthcare facilities were
bound under the Sindh Solid Waste Hospital Management Rules 2014 to properly dispose of their waste
on their own and its violations could be taken up by Sepa.
Director of the board Dr Abdul Karim Jamali explained that vehicles carrying waste to the garbage
stations and then to the landfill site would be covered, garbage dumps would not be removed and the
government‘s ultimate goal was to move towards door-to-door garbage collection, which would take time
to materialise.
―The project would be implemented in phases and it would take two to three years to complete. There is
no shortage of funds,‖ he told the audience, admitting that at present landfill sites were actually garbage
dumping sites and would be developed scientifically in the following phase.
Answering a question, he said the municipal staff of East and South districts now received salaries from
the board and there was no conflict between the board or the district municipal corporations or the
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation.
A feasibility study on Karachi‘s medical waste, he said, was being conducted and would be ready in a few
months.
Some questions, including whether the dumping of garbage at six stations in the city would negatively
impact the surrounding communities and how plastic waste would be handled, remained unanswered.
Earlier, a presentation highlighting the project‘s need, its objectives and some main operational features
was shared with the audience according to which solid waste, after its collection through vehicles at the
six garbage stations in the city, would be sorted out mechanically and manually before its onward journey
to the landfill sites.
Electricity generation from waste was also part of the project, which, according to the EMC, did not pose
a significant threat to the environment if EIA conditions and recommendations were implemented.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn 17, 25/05/2017)

Law officer’s comments sought on mayor’s plea against SSWMB
The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Thursday directed the provincial law officer to file comments on Karachi
Mayor Waseem Akhtar's petition against the constitution of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board
(SSWMB).
Mayor Karachi Waseem Akhtar submitted in the petition that the waste management
board failed to perform its duties of collecting and disposing city‘s garbage and
instead outsourced its responsibility to a Chinese firm.

Akhtar maintained that the Chinese firm made use of the staff inducted in district municipal corporations
(DMCs) instead of the workforce being used to collect garbage in their respective districts, since DMCs
already existed.
He submitted that formation of SSWMB was illegal in the presence of the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation and the DMCs, furthermore the board failed to dispose of the garbage.
He submitted that the SC had also taken exception over the SSWMB‘s role and function and had
requested the court to dissolve the board and have its powers transferred to the local government.
Hajj operators
The court reserved its order on a lawsuit filed by private Hajj operators against the government‘s decision
to reduce their quota by 10 percent - from 50% to 40%.
An association of Hajj operators had approached the court against the reduction; their counsel maintained
that the ministry of religious affairs had on its own reduced the quota last year. The reduction resulted in a
change of ratio from last year (from 50-50 percent to 60-40 percent).
Requesting for the decision to be struck down, the counsel had submitted that the entire exercise was in
violation of guidelines provided by the SC and that such a reduction was carried out with malafide intent.
However, the attorney for the Ministry of religious affairs submitted that the change in the ratio was a
policy matter, and the decision was ultimately approved by the Prime Minister. The government had
increased its share under its scheme for Hujjaj as compared to Hajis who choose to acquire services of
private Hajj group operators.
The additional attorney general submitted that the 10 percent Hajj pilgrims were facing hardships due to
the court‘s stay order and requested the court to vacate the interim stay order.
A local non-governmental organisation, PASBAN, also opposed the grant of 50 percent quota to private
hajj operators and had requested the court to direct the government to increase its own quota so that
those facing financial hardship could also perform Hajj.
Shajreel‘s bail extended
The SHC extended the pre-arrest bail of former information minister, Sharjeel Memon, and other officials
of the information department in the 50-billion-rupee corruption reference of the National Accountability
Bureau.
Sharjeel‘s counsel submitted that he was falsely booked by the NAB in the corruption reference as well as
another inquiry pertaining to illegal adjustment and consolidation of land in Malir, without being issued any
call-up notice or any other information despite the fact that he was out of the country.
The court also heard the counsel‘s arguments on bail applications of other petitioners who nominated as
Memon‘s accomplices in the corruption reference and adjourned the hearing till June 2.
The former minister was booked by NAB along with information department officials and advertising
companies‘ representatives for committing corruption by illegally awarding contracts of provincial
government‘s awareness campaign advertisements to be run on electronic media.
Besides, two more inquires pertaining to illegal adjustment and consolidation of thousands of acres of
land in Malir, and allotment of forest land in Hyderabad, against Sharjeel Memon were also pending
before the NAB.
(The News 13, 02/06/2017)

SHC summons govt's reply on SSWMB dissolution case
The Sindh High Court (SHC) sought on Thursday a reply from the provincial government regarding
implementation of the Supreme Court‘s order to dissolve the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board (SSWMB) for failing to perform its functions of lifting and
disposing of garbage across the province.
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi, asked the
provincial advocate-general to file the reply by June 18.
The bench was hearing a petition filed by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement – Pakistan through its leader
and Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar.
They had sought direction for the provincial government to dissolve the SSWMB and hand its functions
over to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC). They referred to a Supreme Court order in which
the court stated that the ‗non-functional board [SSWMB] has never performed and should be dissolved to
local bodies as provided under the rules of business‘, the apex court had ordered in its judgment dated
March 8, issued after lengthy hearings on a petition seeking judicial inquiry into the provincial authorities
failure to supply clean drinking water and improve sanitation conditions in the province.
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New garbage transfer station likely to be hazardous for Karachi
During the hearing, Barrister Farogh Naseem, who represented the petitioners, said due to failure of the
provincial authorities under the guise of the solid waste management board to lift and dispose of garbage,
an outbreak of various diseases like chikungunya had spread across the city.
He argued the Supreme Court had in its order of March 8 had clearly ordered that the ‗non-functional
board [SSWMB] had never performed and should be dissolved to local bodies as provided under the
rules of business‘.
He alleged that despite the directives of the Supreme Court, the provincial authorities had not taken any
steps to solve the board and transfer its functions to the elected local representative bodies. He
maintained that the petition had been filed to seek implementation of the apex court‘s order under Article
187(2).
Govt announces three new waste management projects in Sindh
Advocate-General Barrister Zamir Ghumro contended that the apex court had not passed any order for
devolution of the SSWMB.
He argued the apex court had instead given its observations.
He informed the court that a judicial commission appointed by the Supreme Court was already looking
into matters regarding sanitation in the province, including lifting of garbage.
The judges observed that the whole province had turned into a garbage dumping site. They directed AG
Ghumro to file a reply regarding the Supreme Court‘s order passed in this regard. He sought time, which
was granted till June 18.
Case history
In the plea, the mayor informed the court that the SSWMB was established under the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board Act, 2014 with functions to cater to the needs of the people and was being run by the
Sindh government since its establishment.

Stench engulfing Karachi leaves experts baffled
Akhtar had pleaded to the court to direct the concerned authorities to transfer all assets falling under the
umbrella of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board Act, 2014 to the local government institutions. He
had further requested the SHC to direct the respondents to give complete details of all the funds they had
received for the purpose of solid waste management and to appoint a reputable auditor to ascertain the
facts.
(The Express Tribune 13, 09/06/2017)

MQM-Pakistan told to file reply in SSWMB dissolution case
The Sindh High Court (SHC) sought on Tuesday comments from the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)
– Pakistan on a reply submitted by the provincial government in a case pertaining to
the dissolution of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB).
An SHC division bench, comprising Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi and Justice
Abdul Maalik Gaddi, directed MQM-Pakistan to submit its comments by July 10. The
bench was hearing a petition filed by the party against the SSWMB for failing to fulfil
its functions.
The Pakistan Peoples Party-led Sindh government filed its rejoinder through Local Government Secretary
Ramzan Awan and, while replying to the allegations levelled against it by MQM-Pakistan and its mayor
Wasim Akhtar, pleaded to the bench to dismiss the plaintiff‘s application. The government was being
represented by the advocate-general, Zameer Ghumro
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It stated that the petition was premature and had been filed to gain political mileage. The Sindh
government has filed a review petition in the Supreme Court against its March 16 order regarding the
dissolution of the board. ―Accordingly, the judgment sought to be implemented has not attained finality
and cannot be implemented.‖
Waste management: Need for more landfill sites stressed
MQM-Pakistan seeks direction for the provincial government to dissolve the SSWMB and hand its
functions over to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC). They refer to the above mentioned
Supreme Court order in which it stated that the ‗non-functional board has never performed and should be
dissolved to local bodies as provided under the rules of business‘.
The provincial government stated that apex court had given four months‘ time to the commission
appointed to ensure implementation of its order and to submit its report on the dissolution of the SSWMB.
It said no interference by the SHC was required, as it will amount to bypassing the commission.
In its reply, the provincial government took a jab at MQM-Pakistan by saying that it had been winning the
local bodies elections since 1987 and held sway over the urban parts of the province. ―Yet, they have
miserably failed to deliver and the issue was so aggravated that the provincial government had to
intervene and take steps for the improvement of various local government functions.‖
MQM-Pakistan had maintained that the Sindh Solid Waste Management Act, 2014 was against Article
140-A of the Constitution, which pertains to the local government system, as the functions assigned to the
board formed under the act, such as collection and disposal of solid waste, sanitation services and
environment-related matters, were carved out from the domain of the municipal bodies.
SHC seeks government’s reply on mayor’s petition seeking devolution of SSWMB
The respondent stated that it was misconceived that the act militate against Article 140-A. ―Due to the
failure of the local bodies to resolve issues relating to solid waste and sanitation, the provincial
government realised its ultimate responsibility and promulgated the act to bring improvement,‖ stated the
provincial government.

It added that since the district municipal corporations (DMCs) and other local bodies had no capacity to
establish garbage transfer stations or landfill sites, thus the functions of some of them were taken over
‗with their consent‘ under the Services and Asset Management Agreement (SAMA). It mentioned DMC
East Chairperson Moid Anwar as having executed the agreement. The copies of SAMA and the contract
between the SSWMB and the Chinese company, Changyi Kangjie Sanitation Group, were submitted to
the court.
Meanwhile, Akhtar, through his lawyer, moved a plea to make SSWMB a respondent in the case, which
the bench approved. The board was also issued a notice by the court to submit its reply by the next
hearing.
(The Express Tribune 14, 20/06/2017)

Mayor wants SSWMB?s responsibilities handed over to KMC
Karachi Mayor Waseem Akhtar on Thursday again demanded that the Sindh Solid Waste Management
Board be handed over to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) as the latter had miserably failed to
achieve its objective.
Addressing media personnel, after examining carpeting work on Teen Hatti and Liaquatabad roads, he
said the onus of implementing the SC‘s verdict now lay on the provincial government‘s shoulders.
He said the KMC carried out its development projects within the limited resources it has, since no funds
were being provided to the civic authority, while the mayor was not being empowered either.
―City‘s residents are fed up with water shortages and power breakdowns, and want a proper public
transport system,‖ he stated.
A number of people voted for the mayor and are now calling for the developmental works to be
completed, but sadly, the development work was going on at a slow pace owing to a shortage of funds.
He said the carpeting work on the Liaquatabad No 10…
(The News 19, 23/06/2017)

