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Auto rickshaw maker to set up car assembly plant by June 2019
Sazgar Engineering Works, maker of CNG auto rickshaws, has decided to set up a car and light
commercial vehicles’ (LCVs) plant on a fast-track basis as it looks to roll out models in
an 18-month time frame to tap potential growth in Pakistan’s auto sector.
To achieve the target, the company has put on hold its earlier announced expansion
plan for three-wheelers, stated a notification sent to the stock exchange on
Wednesday.
“Considering the potential growth and future prospects of the automobile sector in the country and in
order to facilitate timely completion of the project; the board has decided to hold the expansion of auto
rickshaws production facilities as communicated earlier,” Company Secretary Arshad Mahmood said in
the notification to the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX).
Rickshaw union launches new ride-hailing app
Sazgar’s share price increased 0.83%, or Rs1.58, to reach Rs191.19 on Wednesday with a volume of
320,700 shares changing hands. “The (cars and LCVs) project will be completed by June 30, 2019,” he
said. The plant would have a “production capacity of 24,000 units per annum”, he said.
The board of directors has approved the estimated cost of the project of Rs1.76 billion. This is
excluding the value of land already owned by the company. It is setting up the car plant in collaboration
with a Chinese firm. The name of the foreign partner has been kept undisclosed since the beginning.
They developed a formal understanding and signed a memorandum of understanding in this regard in
May 2017. The two partners would manufacture, assemble, sell, and offer after-sale services of
passenger and off-road (like jeeps) vehicles, it said.
“The company is already in the process of getting approvals from the regulatory authorities for the
project,” he said. The company intends to set up a brand new car plant under the Greenfield
Investment Category that has already been announced in the five-year Automotive Development Policy
(ADP) 2016-21.
The new auto policy, announced in 2016, has attracted many new players to the automobile industry.
Most of the new local companies have already announced big investment plans in collaboration with
leading global automakers like Kia, Hyundai, etc.
Hyundai’s automobile plant to be inaugurated on Dec 20
In September 2016, Sazgar Engineering had announced an investment of Rs330 million to expand its
rickshaw production capacity from 20,000 units to 30,000 units per year. But now it has shelved this
particular investment plan.
Rickshaw expansion plan
The board of directors noted that the demand for rickshaws was also increasing in the country and to
meet that it would increase production through expansion in working hours.
“The production of auto rickshaws will continue at the existing production facility of the company and
the growing market demand of the auto rickshaws shall be met by increasing the production hours of
these facilities,” Mahmood said.
The current production facilities are spread over five acres of land. Besides, it owns 27 acres of land
located near Raiwind, Lahore.
The company had marked the available land for expansion of three-wheelers, which may now be
utilised for the four-wheelers plant.

The company posted a net profit of Rs37.61 million (earnings per share of Rs2.09) in the quarter ended
September 31, 2017, up 26% from Rs29.47 million (earnings per share of Rs1.64) in the same threemonth period last year.
The demand for rickshaws and passenger cars is increasing due to a notable absence of a public
transport system in major cities, increased disposable income with an expanding middle income group,
cheaper car financing and launch of app-based cab services by Uber and Careem in the recent past.
(By Salman Siddiqui, THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE , 10, 04/01/2018)

Strike halts work on Green Line BRT project
Construction work on THE Green Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project between Nazimabad
Chowrangi and Numaish Chowrangi has stopped for the past three days as the
project’s staff has gone on strike for not receiving any remuneration for the past four
months.
The project has already failed to meet its earlier deadlines and due to the strike, its
first phase between Surjani Town and Numaish Chowrangi, whose completion has
been targeted in April, might not be able to meet the deadline.
Angered over the non-payment of salaries, the workers are adamant that they will resume work only
after they are paid their dues.
However, work on other portions of the project continues as usual. It has been reported that one of the
contractor’s of the project, CRFG-MATRA COM, who is responsible for the work on BRT between
Nazimabad Chowrangi and Numaish Chowrangi, has not paid the salaries of the staff since the past
four months due to which the staff is on strike since Saturday, resulting in the suspension of work on
the project.
Facilitating the people: Transport dept, Sindh Modarba sign agreement for Peoples’ Bus Scheme
When a Daily Express representative reached the CRFG-MATRA COM office to get the contractor’s
version, he was told by the security guard that no one was present in the office. In the meantime, the
protesting workers were sitting outside the office carrying placards and raising slogans against the
administration. The workers said that the salaries they had been promised ranged between Rs13,000
and Rs15,000. They claimed that the contractor had not paid them for the past four months which had
made their lives miserable. The workers appealed to the Sindh governor to take notice of the injustice
meted out to them. They asked the governor to make sure that their dues were paid and the contractor
did not take any revengeful action against them such as firing them.
The workers were assured on Tuesday that they would be paid salaries in two days. However, they
maintained that they would continue the strike until they received their salaries.
KIDCL version
Commenting on the strike, Uzma Paracha, the spokesperson of the Karachi Infrastructure Development
Company Limited (KIDCL) which is responsible for the BRT project, said all dues had been paid to the
relevant contractor who had been directed to pay salaries to the staff. The KIDCL spokesperson
expressed hope that the strike would end on Tuesday and work would be resumed.
Three options presented for Green Line BRT on MA Jinnah Road
The KIDCL spokesperson said the work from Surjani Town to Numaish Chowrangi had been given to
various contractors, of which one of the companies, CRFG-MATRA COM, had not paid the workers due
to which they were on strike since Saturday. She added that due to the strike, only the work from
Nazimabad Chowrangi to Gurumandir had stopped, while the work on other parts of the project was in
progress.

The Green Line BRT project will be completed in two phases, the spokesperson said, adding that the
first phase between Surjani Town and Numaish Chowrangi will be completed by April while the second
phase between Taj Medical Complex and Municipal Park is being redesigned on the directives of the
government. As soon as the new design is finalised, the construction work on the second phase will
begin, the KIDCL spokesperson said.
The BRT project between Surjani Town and Municipal Park was initially supposed to be completed by
December last year but due to slow work and other reasons, it was delayed. The date of the completion
of the project cannot be ascertained as the work on the second phase has yet to be started.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali, THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE , 05, 10/01/2018)

CM orders to open one track of underpass next week
Chief Minister (CM) Murad Ali Shah directed the local government department to complete one track of
the Submarine Chowrangi Underpass by January 21 so it can be opened for traffic on
January 22.
He issued these directives while presiding over a meeting to review Karachi package
schemes at CM House on Monday. The meeting was attended by Local Government
Minister Jam Khan Shoro, Principal Secretary to the CM Sohail Rajput, Planning and Development
Secretary Shireen Narejo, Karachi Package Project Director Niaz Soomro, engineer Khalid Mansoor,
senior concerned officers of the planning and development and finance departments and others.
He also discussed the scheme of the bridge at the Sunset Boulevard and Gizri Boulevard intersection
for which work has been started.
The CM said he was keen to start construction of the bridge. “But this work will start in full swing once
one track of Submarine Chowrangi Underpass opens for traffic,” Shah said and directed the local
government minister to complete work on the underpass by January 21.
“I want to complete this scheme within three months. It is the most important bridge and located in a
residential area,” he said.
The local government minister apprised the CM of the progress of different schemes. Shoro said that
construction of the road from Tank Chowrangi to Super Highway via Thadho Nalla launched at a cost of
Rs350 million is in full swing. He added that it would be an important alternative route for the traffic of
Malir and its adjoining areas towards Super Highway and its related routes.
One track of Karachi’s Submarine Chowrangi underpass to be opened Nov 15
Shoro said that construction of the Tipu Sultan Road from Sharae Faisal of Rs280 million is a twokilometre road and its carpeting has started.
“Work on the bridge at Tipu Sultan and the intersection at Shaheed-e-Millat Road is also in progress. It
is a Rs515.18 million scheme,” he said.
The CM was informed that work on improvement of the Cantt Railway Station Road has also started at
Rs224 million. The CM was briefed over the other schemes as well, such as remodeling of the 12000
Road in Landhi, construction of Rs650 million Fawara Chowk to Garden via Abdullah Haroon Road and
back to Fawara Chowk, widening of the bridge over Korangi nullah near Habib Bank for Rs200 million,
construction of storm water drains from Hassan Square to Lyari River for Rs70 million and construction
of storm water drains from Star Gate to Chakora nullah.
Shaheed Lieutenant Yasir Abbas Bridge
Shah told the meeting that the mother of martyred Lieutenant Yasir Abbas, who was killed in an attack
on the Mehran Base, had met him during his visit to the Karachi Eat Food Festival.

Mustafa Kamal wants special package for Karachi residents
She had complained that nothing has been named after her martyred son to remember his sacrifice. “I
have a lot of respect for Lt Abbas’s mother who lost her son in the defence of our homeland,” he said
and directed Shoro to name the under-construction bridge on 12000 Road after the name of `Shaheed
Lt Yasir Abbas’ so that his sacrifice and bravery could always be remembered.( THE EXPRESS
TRIBUNE, 05, 16/01/2018)

Punjab government to provide subsidised motorbikes for women
The Chief Minister’s Strategic Reforms Unit has launched ‘Women on Wheels: Motorbike Subsidy
Scheme’, as phase-II of its Women on Wheels project, giving 3,000 motorcycles to women at subsidised
rates.
According to a press release issued here on Sunday, the campaign has been launched in collaboration
with the provincial transport department and the Bank of Punjab. The motorcycles would be given under a
transparent balloting process.
The Punjab government would provide equity subsidy of Rs24,975 and 100 per cent mark-up on each
motorbike. Each applicant will make down payment of Rs27,000 and pay 12 easy monthly installments of
Rs1,856. The motorbikes will be customised pink, CD-70 Dream Motorbikes with additional features
including leg guards and a carrier bag.
Applications would be received from today (Monday) to Feb 25. The campaign is geared towards
empowering women, and to serve as a counter narrative to the existing marginalisation of women in the
country.
The age limit is 18 to 40 years. Other requirements include a valid learner’s or actual licence and a
Punjab domicile. The candidate must either be employed/own a business or students, permanently
residing in any of these districts - Lahore, Multan, Sargodha, Faisalabad and Rawalpindi.
The monthly income of the applicant, or her family, in case of students, should not exceed Rs30,000.
Students must attach an express consent of their parents/guardians who should also be quoted as
guarantors. The applicants must possess valid secondary school/matriculation certificates.
The documents to be attached with the application form include a passport sized photograph, a copy of
the valid CNIC, Punjab domicile certificate, secondary school/matriculation certificate, and in case of
students, an affidavit stating that the maximum income does not exceed Rs30,000 along with Rs3,000
non-refundable application fee.
Applications could be submitted in the following BoP branches: GC University Branch and Madina Town
Branch in Faisalabad, Gulgasht Colony Branch and Model Town Branch in Multan, Gule Akra Plaza
Branch and U.A.A.R Campus Branch in Rawalpindi, and Club Chowk Branch and University Road Branch
in Sargodha, and New Muslim Town Branch, MM Tower Branch, University of Education-Township
Branch, Services Hospital Branch and DHA Phase VI Branch in Lahore.
The chief minister will conduct the balloting. The successful candidates will participate in Women on
Wheels Mega Rally.
The SRU had introduced the initiative in collaboration with the respective city traffic police and district
governments in November 2015 to empower women through provision of free motorcycle training. The
campaign was launched in Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Rawalpindi and Sargodha, training over 3,000
women there. More are being trained at the moment.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 02, 22/01/2018)

Provincial govt approves expressway along Malir River
The Sindh government has decided to construct an expressway as the shortest alternative route
connecting the Super Highway with the city centre.
The decision to construct the expressway was made during a meeting at CM
House on Friday. The meeting was attended by Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah,
Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro, Chief Secretary Rizwan Memon,
Planning and Development Board Chairperson Mohammad Waseem, Principal
Secretary to CM Sohail Rajput and others.
“It will be a four-lane expressway along the Malir River starting from Hino Chowk and ending at the
Super Highway (M-9) near Kathore. The length of the project will be 38 kilometres,” said the LG
minister. The project, named the Malir Expressway, will be launched under public-private partnership
mode.
Karachi, being a city of large population, many industrial areas and ports, needed major expressway
and roads, the CM said, adding that the city was still attracting people from all over the country due to
employment opportunities. Shah pointed out that population growth in the city had resulted in an
increase in vehicular traffic giving rise to traffic jams, pollution and accidents.
SHC seeks NHA chairperson’s reply regarding Lyari Expressway completion
According to the CM, the project’s main objective is to construct a strategic expressway to share the
increased traffic in the north of Karachi.
The meeting approved the project and directed the public-private partnership unit to initiate the process
to invite expressions of interest in the project.
Safari Park
The Karachi Theme and Safari Park was another project which was discussed in the meeting. The CM
was informed that the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had received an unsolicited proposal for the
development of a Karachi Theme and Safari Park at the existing facility of Safari Park. The project was
proposed under the build-operate-transfer model.
The meeting was informed that the proposed park would be a state-of-the-art theme park which would
include a rides area with 25 rides, family entertainment centre with a food court, kids area and 3D rides.
According to the proposal, the existing safari ride at the park would be revamped and an additional 78
animals would be procured and placed in a free environment. During the safari ride, visitors could
observe those animals in their natural habitat.
Hakla-DI Khan Highway to be completed by 2018 end
The meeting decided to send the project to the local government department for technical committee
evaluation.
Hyderabad Rani Bagh
Shoro also brought up the proposed renovation of Rani Bagh, Hyderabad’s zoological garden, during
the meeting. He said that his department had conceived the project for restructuring, upgrading and
redesigning Rani Bagh by turning it into a modern recreational facility.
He informed the meeting that the existing zoo spread over an area of around six acres. Various animals
and birds had been kept at the zoo, he said, adding that the zoo, however, was not properly
maintained.
The minister said that due to the zoo’s unsatisfactory condition, it was no longer a preferred destination
for visitors. He added that, according to the new plan, the zoo would be redesigned by introducing

gardens, promenades, an open-air cinema, food outlets and a play area for children on public-private
partnership mode.
The chief minister directed the LG department to also send this proposal to the technical committee for
assessment.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE , 04, 27/01/2018)

32 new buses to run on Sharae Faisal next month
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has approved Rs195 million for the intra-city bus project, under which 32
buses will ply on Sharae Faisal in the first phase and on five different routes in the
second phase.
The CM approved the project while presiding over a meeting on Monday at CM House
to review projects of the transport department. The meeting was attended by Planning
and Development Minister Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani, Transport Minister Syed Nasir Shah, Planning and
Development Board Chairperson Mohammad Waseem, Transport Secretary Saeed Awan and others.
Briefing the CM, the transport minister said Rs2 billion had been earmarked for the Sindh Modaraba Ltd
to support subsidy requirements of the project over a period of five years.
Nasir informed the meeting that the transport department had received a proposal from Daewoo
Express Ltd, in which the company had proposed to ply 288 vehicles on five routes in the city with a
fleet of around 50 vehicles per route. The five routes were from Qayyumabad to Qasba Colony, from
Baldia Town to Quaidabad, from Shah Faisal Colony to Fisheries, from Landhi to Surjani Town and
from Landhi to Baldia Town.
Work starts on signal free corridor between Jail Chowrangi and Hino Chowrangi
The CM directed to start 32 Daewoo buses on Sharae Faisal in the first phase and then on five routes
in the second phase. Approving the amount of Rs195 million for the project, Murad directed the
transport minister to make necessary arrangements for inaugurating the bus service on Sharae Faisal
on February 15.
Intercity bus project
Nasir also briefed the meeting about the intercity bus project for which Rs2 billion had been allocated
by the government and placed at the disposal of the Sindh Modaraba for subsidy requirements of the
project. The project would start with 70% debt and 30% equity, the meeting was informed.
The transport minister said the Daewoo Express had given a proposal to ply 134 vehicles on nine
different routes, including Karachi to Hyderabad, Karachi to Sukkur, Karachi to Mirpurkhas, Karachi to
Larkana, Karachi to Shaheed Benazirabad, Karachi to Multan, Karachi to Dera Ghazi Khan, Karachi to
Quetta and Sukkur to Quetta. Daewoo had proposed to partnering with nine independent sole
proprietors for the project, the meeting was informed. Under the proposed model, the sole proprietor
would handle the equity of the project and own buses while Daewoo would be the operational partner
and would operate the fleet. Each sole proprietor would be eligible for loan from the Sindh Modaraba
for the project.
Murad directed the transport minister to expedite work on the proposal as he wanted to launch the
intercity bus project soon after the inauguration of the first phase of the intra-city project.
Abdul Sattar Edhi Line
The Abdul Sattar Edhi Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project, which was earlier named the Orange Line,
was also discussed at the meeting. The CM was told that the total length of the project was 3.88
kilometres (km). The project included six bus stations, of which one would be elevated. According to an
estimate, around 50,000 people will use the BRT daily.

Work on Karachi Package phase II to begin on December 15
The meeting was informed that the project was divided into two phases. The first phase linked the
Administration Office in Orangi Town to Bacha Khan Flyover while the second phase linked the flyover
to Jinnah University For Women in North Nazimabad.
The cost of the first phase, whose length was 1.38km, was estimated at Rs643.35 million. It had two
bus stations including the elevated one. The meeting was informed that presently 42% work of the first
phase had been completed and a completion target of April, 2018 has been set.
The second phase would cover a 2.5km long portion and its estimated cost was Rs496.76 million. It
had four bus stations and it had been 25% completed, the meeting was informed. The CM directed the
transport minister to make sure that the projects were completed by March 2018
.( THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, 04, 30/01/2018)

Cabinet amends procurement rules to expedite Blue Line BRT
The Sindh Cabinet has approved an amendment in the rules of Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority (SPPRA) to expedite the process for work on the Blue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project.
The provincial cabinet held a meeting on Wednesday at the new Sindh Secretariat.
Briefing the cabinet about traffic issues in Karachi, Transport Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah said
there were 4.14 million vehicles registered in Karachi, while 6,457 buses of various sizes were plying
on 192 routes against the requirement of 10,600 buses.
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah observed that there was a shortfall of 4,143 buses in the city. He
remarked that in Karachi the ratio was 45 persons per one bus seat while in Mumbai and Hong Kong,
the ratio was 12 and eight persons per seat respectively. “We have to reduce this gap by providing
efficient, comfortable and affordable transport facilities to the people of this megalopolis,” the CM said.
Nasir also informed the cabinet that the number of contract buses in Karachi was 2,715 and 80% buses
running on roads were more than 20 years old. To this the CM remarked that it meant 5,400 vehicles in
Karachi were 20 years old, which were not only causing inconvenience to commuters but also were
contributing to environmental problems.
Lyari Expressway’s completion announced
The cabinet was told that 6,078 private vehicles and 22,476 motorcycles were being registered every
month, leading to traffic congestion, pollution and increase in vehicle operating cost.
Transport Secretary Naveed Awan said the provincial government was involved in various BRT projects
in the city among which work on the Abdul Sattar Edhi Line was in progress. Regarding the Blue Line
BRT, the secretary said the transport department had received an unsolicited proposal from a
consortium for building, operating and transferring 10.1 kilometres long Blue Line BRT project.
The cabinet discussed the project and in order to expedite the solicitation process, it approved an
amendment in the SPPRA Rule 47(3) under which pre-qualification exemption has been made. After
the amendment, any firm can directly participate in the bidding process.
Sindh Dowry Bill
The women development department presented the Sindh Dowry Act, 2017 draft before the cabinet.
Under the proposed law, a limit of Rs50,000 has been suggested for dowry, presents and bridal gifts in
marriages.

Sindh cabinet approves additional subsidy for sugar export
The draft law says that no person shall give or take or abet the giving or taking of dowry exceeding
Rs50,000. The proposed law also forbids any direct or indirect demand of dowry from the family or
relatives of bride.
The CM, however, observed that if passed, the law would be difficult to implement. “We should make
such laws which can be implemented in letter and spirit,” he said, adding that dowry or extravagance in
connection with marriage was a social problem for which society needed to be educated.
The proposal was also opposed by Industries Minister Manzoor Wassan and Planning and
Development Minister Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani. The cabinet referred the draft law to a committee to
make it workable.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 05, 01/02/2018)

Lyari Girls' Cafe: Burka-clad girls in Lyari are taking to the streets with their
bicycles
A group of girls in one of the most deprived and conservative neighborhoods of Karachi are riding
bicycles to empower women, according to Express News.
Lyari Girls’ Café, a local NGO, started the initiative for the local girls in the
community to inspire them to achieve economic and social emancipation.
The initiative, however, has faced backlash from community members who are
averse to the idea and have threatened members from riding bicycles in the area.
“Men ride bikes in Lyari and it’s a popular feature of the place’s culture which is how we became
interested in it,” a burka clad member shared.
“An NGO facilitated us in fulfilling this interest of ours but despite facing staunch opposition, we still
want to pursue our passion,” she added.
Lyari Girls Café — an educational refuge
Girls in burqas and scarves can be seen riding their bicycles in the neighbourhood.
“Now that girls have become pilots, firefighters and mountaineers, so we also want to fulfill our passion
in Lyari,” she added.
“If people have a problem with us riding bicycles why don’t they limit themselves to their houses, no
one can stop us from this activity,” she reaffirmed.
Urooj Basma, another member, said that she was riding her bicycle along with others on Mosque Road
when residents came out told them to stay in their homes and bicycle riding is only for men.
Basma claimed that a few men pushed a girl, who was riding a bicycle on the road, as a result, she
sustained injuries.
Cycling instructor Ramsha Raheen said that the moto behind Lyari Girls Café is to inspire girls to
achieve economic emancipation.
Raheen said that a fortnight ago a group of girls cycling were confronted by local residents, who
misbehaved with them.
“Some girls have been permitted by their fathers to be a part of the initiative, however their
mothers are still rejecting the idea.

The girls pursue their interest from 4-6 pm in the evening every day.
Sultan Mandhro, the founder of Lyari Girls Café, said that the area is synonymous with sports and this
initiative would provide a platform for girls’ cycling in the area as well.
(By Saba Naz THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 04, 04/02/2018)

Green Line bus project delayed till April
Commuters in the metropolis would have to wait at least till April before they are able to travel by the
Green Line Bus Rapid Transit service, as the project, launched in February 2016 and
announced to be completed by December 2017, has been delayed. Now it is expected to
be opened by April 2018, sources and officials privy to the development said on
Wednesday.
Though they did not cite any particular reason for the delay, they referred to multiple
complications, including involvement of different civic agencies, more than estimated
time spent on removal of structures to build foundations and wastage of time in repair of
facilities damaged during the exercise. However, they said “hopefully” the completion of the project would
not be further delayed after the fresh April 2018 deadline.
“If you go through the original plan, the [Green Line] bus service terminates at the Gurumandir
intersection,” said an official. “That would be ready by April 2018. So it means the bus service that begins
at Surjani Town would begin by that time to terminate at Gurumandir. From that point, we need to expand
it further till the Numaish traffic interaction, which could take another four to six months. But that’s part of
its expansion.”
The scheme was initially due to be completed by end of 2017
The Green Line bus project approved by the Executive Committee of National Economic Council is being
executed by the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company. Starting at the Powerhouse Chowrangi in
Surjani Town, the bus service will now terminate at Merewether Tower after passing through Nagan
Chowrangi, North Nazimabad, Nazimabad, Gurumandir, with more than 20 stations on its route to cater to
about 300,000 passengers daily. With more than 20km dedicated track, including an 11km elevated
section, the bus service project was initially announced to be completed by the end of 2017.
This project is being constructed on a busway in the median of the road along the corridor with stations in
the centre of the median at the ground and elevated sections, which will provide 25km per hour highcapacity service to 29,400 passengers every hour. The sources aware of the latest status of the project
said that the development was in its final phase and workers were busy fixing stations of the bus service.
“All 23 stations from Surjani Town to Gurumandir have been raised and now the labourers are busy giving
them final touches,” said an official. “Similarly, video surveillance of the bus service is also a part of the
project. So, under that particular part, some 150 cameras have already been installed and are functioning
along the route of the Green Line. Once the project becomes functional, the video surveillance would be
used for security and monitoring of the state-of-the-art transport service.”
(By Imran Ayub Dawn 17, 08/02/2018)

Design of underground Green Line bus stop at Numaish approved
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has approved the design of an underground bus stop at Numaish as part
of the Green Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project.
The underground bus stop was approved on Thursday at a meeting held at CM
House. Green Line BRT Project Director and Principal Secretary to the Governor
Sualeh Farooqui informed the meeting that Numaish would be a major bus stop of
Green Line buses and, therefore, a mezzanine floor was included in the

underpass’s design, which would be developed into a retail area.
Farooqui added that the retail area was envisaged to add non-fare revenue as a sustaining tool for the
BRT.
The CM, however, said that the retail area could be developed later under public-private partnership
mode after the BRT project started running. “The time of project’s completion and starting of buses are
most important, for which the people of Karachi are waiting,” he said, approving the underground
station at Numaish.
Strike halts work on Green Line BRT project
The CM directed Farooqui to invite tenders on February 15 so that work could start in a timely manner.
“I am interested in starting the project in April,” Murad said. He directed the project director to notify the
date of completion of the Green Line infrastructure so that the Sindh Mass Transit and Transport
Authority could issue the notice of readiness accordingly.
Transport Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah informed the meeting that preparations for the
procurement of buses for Green Line and Orange Line projects had started.
A participant raised the issue of establishment of a bus depot in Surjani Town. The CM directed Law
Secretary Iftikhar Shahlwani to make necessary amendments in the land document so that 3.5 acres of
land could be developed as a bus depot. “This must be done within 15 days,” Murad directed.
Green Line BRTS faces delay due to design change
The CM also approved the design of the Green Line BRT from Numaish to Tower.
The meeting was also attended by Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro, Chief Secretary
Rizwan Memon, Planning and Development Board Chairperson Mohammad Waseem, Principal
Secretary to CM Sohail Rajput, Transport Secretary Saeed Awan and a director of the Green Line
project, Zubair Channa.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 05, 09/02/2018)

Delay in completion of underpass adds to commuters’ woes
Work on the under-construction Submarine Chowrangi underpass and Sunset Boulevard flyover is
expected to be completed by May 2018, said Planning and Development Board
(Sindh) Chairman Muhammad Waseem on Sunday.
Responding to a query by Dawn on the expected date of completion, Mr Waseem
said: “One track of the project, which is Karachi’s biggest underpass, was reopened
today for traffic. This track was opened for a test run earlier last month but some finishing work was left.
The slabs for the roof/ceiling of the underpass were fixed during the time it was closed. The rooftop is
fixed now, while potholes have been covered and the side-lanes carpeted so that smooth flow of traffic is
ensured.”
The Submarine Chowrangi underpass was one of the 21 development schemes approved under the
Rs10 billion ‘Karachi Uplift Package’ in 2016 by then newly appointed Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah.
In a meeting held on Aug 2, 2016, Mr Shah had ordered early completion of all schemes, including this
underpass. However, the project, with an initial cost of Rs667.6 million and a completion deadline for
November 2016, was delayed.
Construction eventually began in April 2017 and a revised deadline of December 2017 was set. Work on
the project continues to this day, with the PC-1 cost at Rs2.2 billion.

Acknowledging that the project was well past its deadline, the Sindh government official said the project
was revised because of certain technical reasons.
“First, there was a delay of three to four months due to a status quo order by the Sindh High Court. We
had set up a crushing plant at an adjoining lot near the construction site to save the hassle of transporting
the material all the way from Surjani Town. However, some locals from the area accused us of taking over
the playground and went to court,” he said.
Another issue was the conflict with the Anti-Narcotics Force which has its office located in the vicinity and
had encroached on the service lane.
“The ANF didn’t want us to begin work in the area and cited security issues. However, this is a project that
for citizens and the CM had to intervene to resolve this issue,” he added.
Then there was the lack of a feasibility report on the said project that hampered progress.
“There is so much happening in Karachi, with so many mega projects mushrooming all over. When the
PC-1 is made in haste, many aspects and ground realities are overlooked and issues start to pop up once
the digging starts,” he said. “No feasibility report was carried out for this project.”
The maze of utility lines — for gas, sewerage and water — which pass under the construction site and the
high-tension K-Electric line on top added to the confusion and delay. To allow the smooth functioning of
the transmission line, two separate underpasses have been constructed.
“We didn’t know which gas or water line was going where and all this is adding to the cost of the project
and revisions,” said Mr Waseem.
“The two-lane flyover being constructed on Sunset Boulevard will further ease the flow of traffic coming
from Korangi Road (mostly heavy traffic from Korangi Industrial Area) towards Punjab Colony by making it
signal free. Drilling has already finished and it will be done by May 2018.” The PC-1 cost of the said
project is Rs662.122m.
Messier times ahead
The project is adding to the woes of citizens with each passing day — by increasing the time of their
commute, damaging vehicles as well as causing multiple accidents and increasing respiratory problems.
Earlier in June 2017, two boys drowned while swimming in the under-construction site where rainwater
had accumulated. Following the tragic incident, temporary barriers were erected. While the project shows
no sign of completion, traffic policemen at the site report that the number of accidents, mostly bike riders
slipping and injuring themselves and cars ramming into truck, has gone up.
The cement-laden dust is contributing to respiratory and eye infections.
“I have often seen ambulances stuck in this traffic mess,” said Syed Farhan, who commutes daily from
Phase 4, DHA to Ziauddin Medical College. “God forbid, if some major calamity occurs, there is no way
for rescue services to make way,” said a policeman at the Sunset Boulevard site.
“The worst time is night when the road is jampacked with heavy vehicles — mostly trucks and oil
containers. This is just a disaster waiting to happen.”
(By Sumaira Jajja Dawn 15, 12/02/2018)

Gridlock likely to intensify as key Saddar roads dug up
People passing through Saddar will have to face hardship for a few more months as two main
thoroughfares in the city centre are being reconstructed.

Commuters, particularly those going from Saddar to M.A. Jinnah Road, were caught in traffic jam during
the evening rush hour on Monday as a portion of the road along the Bambino, Star etc cinemas has been
dug up for reconstruction.
Motorists were diverting to other roads in the vicinity adding further to the traffic load on already
overcrowded roads and causing traffic jams.
Responding to Dawn’s queries chief engineer of the project Mohammad Khalid said that the roads —
Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Garden Road, Aga Khan III Road etc — staring from Fawwara
Chock near Governor House up to Zoological Gardens were being reconstructed.
He said that the Rs643 million project started in January and the entire length of the roads —
approximately 8km — is scheduled to be reconstructed by May. He said that owing to the heavy traffic
load on these roads and fewer alternative roads available that could be used for diversions, the
reconstruction was being done in segments so that the work caused relatively less suffering to the
people.
Under the project old sewers and water supply lines were also being replaced. The chief engineer said
that the section of road between M.A. Jinnah Road and Garden has been opened for traffic.
Around 300-yard-long portion of one track of the road along the cinemas — Bambino, Star, etc — has
been dug up on Monday and old sewerage and water supply pipelines were being replaced. Work on this
portion would be completed in next few days after which it would be opened, he added. Later the other
track of the road would be closed.
The chief engineer added that afterwards a portion of the road along with BVS School and Electronics
Market would be closed for reconstruction. The entire project being implemented in segments was
expected to be completed by May.
(By Bhagwandas Dawn 18, 13/02/2018)

Green Line BRT will be open for traffic in June, claims KIDCL CEO
The Green Line Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) project, sponsored by the federal government to resolve
the traffic issues of Karachiites, will be completed by June this year.
Running from Surjani Town to Gurumandir, the first phase of Green Line BRT will
be opened for the public by June this year. Karachi Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (KIDCL) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Sauleh Farooqui
made these claims while speaking to media representatives recently.
He said that the city’s mass transit programme is very different from other cities because the plan will
not entail a single line, but several lines. Farooqui said that the federal government initiated the Green
Line BRT project in 2015 and the ridership of the plan is the highest than the rest of the city.
Three options presented for Green Line BRT on MA Jinnah Road
In the next three months, he said, the civil infrastructure will be completed. The second phase of the
plan is construction of the route from Gurumandir to Numaish Chowrangi.
KIDCL General Manager (GM) Zubair Channa said that the utmost efforts will be put in place to
complete the civil construction work by December this year. In 2015, Rs16 billion were allocated for the
project, which has now increased to Rs24 billion and the KIDCL management has attributed this cost
escalation to several alterations in the plan.
According to Channa, the project extending from Surjani Town to Gurumandir is 19 kilometres-long and
KIDCL is fast moving towards its actual target. There are 22 bus stations and they are all the latest
stations that don’t need much time for construction, he said.

Strike halts work on Green Line BRT project
However, according to the KIDCL GM, 400 poles and lighting arrangements will be made running
through Surjani to Gurumandir.
The Green Line bus project management explained that water supply lines were a hurdle in the project.
They shared with the Express News that Rs1 billion were spent on sewerage and water pipelines
because all the connections were outdated.
Meanwhile, the ownership of the old Nazimabad bridge by the Karachi Circular Railways (KCR) was
another hurdle in the
construction of the project.
However, after taking permission from the KCR, it was made part of the project. Transport Secretary
Saeed Awan explained that 80 buses will be run by the Sindh government in the first phase. According
to the KIDCL management, there are no funding issues from the federal government. However, if the
media thinks that substandard material is being used in the project, they can pinpoint the problem and
provide evidence to back its claim.
Green Line BRTS faces delay due to design change
As many as four million people will commute daily from Gurumandir to Surjani Town on completion of
the Green Line BRT project. According to the KIDCL management, the project has been devised
considering the needs and facilities of the masses.
The bus stations have stairs and escalators to facilitate the aged and persons with disabilities.
(By Fasahat Fatima THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 04, 14/02/2018)

‘Report on railway’s main line track realignment sent to China’
The National Railways Authority has prepared its report on realigning the main line (ML1) track and sent it
to the Chinese Ministry of Transportation for a final decision, Railways Minister Saad Rafique told a
parliamentary committee on Thursday.
“Funding for the project has not been ensured by the Chinese government yet. The government is making
gradual advances on the project, and work is less likely to begin before the end of 2018,” Mr Rafique told
a meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Railways.
The committee took up several issues during Thursday’s meeting, including the Karachi Circular Rail,
outstanding dues on Railways land transferred to the Pakistan Telecommunication Company (PTCL) in
Chaman, illegal occupation of Railways lands and increasing security for the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).
Mr Rafique told senators the main line track from Karachi to Torkham would pave the way for fast trains in
the country.
Funding for project not yet ensured by Chinese govt, railways minister tells Senate committee
“The track is also being realigned with the Karachi Circular Rail, for which land acquisition and fencing of
the track has commenced,” he added.
While discussing outstanding dues on Railways land transferred to the PTCL, the Ministry of Finance said
it could pay the cost of the land, which the government has already committed.
However, it cannot pay the Ministry of Railways occupancy charges and interest.
The committee was informed that a third party evaluation commissioned by the railways ministry has
established the price of the land to be nearly Rs4 billion.
With occupancy charges and interest, the government owes Railways roughly Rs11bn.

Mr Rafique said that his ministry was willing to accept and receive the cost of the land, as ensured by the
government.
“The remaining amount can be paid to Railways when PTCL clears its outstanding dues of $800 million to
the Pakistan government,” he said, adding that his ministry was ready to sign a memorandum of
understanding on these flexible terms.
The committee observed that the transfer of land to Railways by local governments remains a pressing
problem.
Mr Rafique said Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan have transferred land in the name of Pakistan
Railways following Supreme Court directions.
“However, the local governments of Punjab and Sindh are reluctant to implement these orders. They
maintained that the local government owned the lands and that Railways was just a licensee.
“There is absolutely no cooperation, particularly from the Sindh government,” Mr Rafique said, adding that
the properties in these two provinces were the most valuable.
He said the ministry was forced to turn to the SC, where a decision has been pending for a year and a
half.
Committee chairman Senator Sardar Fateh Mohammad Hassani sought the opinion of the auditor general
of Pakistan, who was absent from the meeting again despite being invited twice.
(By Jamal Shahid Dawn 02, 16/02/2018)

Railways: Land Senator’s privilege motion backfires
Pakistan Muslim League-N Senator Kalsoom Parveen’s privilege motion seeking stern action against
railways officials for allegedly misbehaving with her over the repossession of a
playground backfired during a meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on
Rules of Procedure and Privileges on Monday.
As railways authorities are busy retrieving their encroached lands across the
country, Senator Parveen appeared adamant to acquire a children’s playground,
located on railways land, without any legal backing. She had moved a privilege motion on January 21
against railways officials for misbehaving with her in Quetta.
Senator Parveen requested the Chairman of the committee Dr Jahanzeb Jamaldeni to take action
against the railways officials concerned. However, Divisional Superintendent (DS) of Railways, Quetta
Division Hanif Gul denied that railways officials had misbehaved with the lawmaker and revealed to the
committee that the lawmaker does not have any legal record proving she had purchased the land.
He said that the railways ministry is retrieving its land from encroachers across the country and this
land also belonged to it.
Interestingly, Senator Parveen failed to show any agreement or document establishing that the land
belongs to her when the committee questioned her.
(By Obaid Abbasi THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 02, 16/02/2018)

Building new roads
A report in the Financial Times of London in the last week puts a spotlight on just how committed the
Chinese are to the success of the One Belt One Road project (OBOR) of which the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC) is but a part. In a departure from decades of foreign policy practice, China
has been holding talks with Baloch militants for the last five years. The western arm of CPEC runs
through Balochistan, the port of Gwadar is in Balochistan and hundreds of miles of road and eventually
rail infrastructure are exposed and vulnerable to militant activity. Protecting their vast investment it
makes business sense for the Chinese to lessen any risk — hence the direct contact with Baloch
militant groups which the government has now acknowledged speaking positively of the intervention.
The FT and the Pakistan government report that progress has been made, and the fact that the
Chinese intervention stretches back five years, into the early days of CPEC, indicates that the Pakistan
government has known of their activity from the outset.
Although the government is aware of the contact, it may not be aware of the substance of any talks
between China and the Baloch; which has to raise questions around issues of sovereignty and the writ
of the state — the Chinese state or the Pakistan state.
The Chinese efforts are also reflective of the retreat of the Pax Americana, effectively ceding space to
China and acknowledging its regional supremacy notwithstanding the American support of the Indian
cause. It is also reflective of a shift in Pakistan’s foreign policy as it realigns towards China and Russia.
In the emerging scenario, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) assumes a lesser importance than
previously, and although there are frequent brotherly affirmations between KSA and Pakistan, the
reality is that big money is to be spent and made in CPEC. Although Pakistan politics plays the Punjab
card relative to CPEC, it is the western arm that is of greater interest to China in the short to medium
term. Roads can come in many forms, not only tarmac and concrete.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 16, 21/02/2018)

Second oil tanker overturns in Submarine Chowrangi underpass
The newly constructed underpass at Submarine Chowrangi remained closed for traffic for at least five
hours on Thursday after the second tanker overturned in it in two days.The tanker was carrying 50,000
litres of oil and was on its way from Boat Basin to Port Qasim when it slid out of control. The tanker fell
on its side and oil began to spill from it. Fortunately, no loss of life was reported in the incident.
The traffic police closed the underpass for vehicular traffic, which caused difficulties for commuters as a
massive traffic jam developed for at least five hours in the surrounding areas of the underpass.
The Traffic police’s Gizri section officer, Zulfiqar Ali, said that the mishap took place at around 3:30pm
and that traffic resumed at 8:30pm after the spilt oil was cleaned.
He said that the reason behind the second consecutive mishap has yet to be ascertained. Engineers
are trying to ascertain whether they were accidents or due to a technical fault in the construction of the
underpass.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 16/03/2018)

Sindh's solution to motorcycle theft met with widespread dismay
Everyone loves their valuables, especially motorcycles purchased with their hard-earned money, but
there are some people who would love to take those treasured possessions off your hands.
In case they succeed in robbing you of your riches, you need a way to fight back but for most valuables
there is little to no chance of recovery. To combat this, the Sindh government has come up with a new
idea to curb the theft of motorcycles in Karachi — install tracking devices in them.
The government of Sindh has decided that tracking devices will be installed in all newly manufactured
motorcycles, as well as those already in use across Karachi.

There has been a massive decrease in incidents of terrorism and targeted killings in the city since the
Karachi operation began on September 5, 2013, but unfortunately, there has been little change in the
number of vehicles being stolen, particularly motorcycles.
A city of motorcycles
According to excise and taxation records, the city has around 3.5 million registered motorcycles with
the addition of about 25,000 motorcycles every month.
Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) records suggest that on average, more
than 25,000 citizens are deprived of their motorcycles every year. For example, a
total 25,909 citizens were deprived of their motorcycles in 2017 alone. This includes
1,985 snatched motorcycles and 23,924 thefts.
Interestingly, despite having a specialised unit of the Karachi police to deal with the theft of vehicles —
the Anti-Car Lifting Cell (ACLC) — that falls under the Criminal Investigation Agency and is being
headed by an SSP ranked officer with a total strength of around 450, the police have failed to make any
major success in eliminating motorcycle theft in Karachi. The recovery of stolen or snatched
motorcycles is less than 5%. In 2017, the police was only able to recover 937 motorcycles.
A study by the ACLC on motorcycle theft in Karachi suggests that there are over 60 interprovincial
gangs operating in the city. The gang members are divided into three categories — those who snatch
or steal motorcycles, those who carry the motorcycles and smuggle them from one place to another
and the buyers who buy snatched or stolen bikes and then resell them.
The study stated that a majority of the stolen or snatched motorcycles are smuggled to parts of rural
Sindh and Balochistan where they are sold for between Rs10,000 and Rs15,000.
The ACLC report explained that the motorcycles are transported in two ways — sometimes in the form
of spare parts but mostly via 32 exit points from Karachi.
Eight reasons motorcyclists in Pakistan are more prone to road accidents
“When I was posted as ACLC SSP, I did a study on this matter and I found some 32 exit points [in
Karachi]. Most of these exit points are in ‘katcha areas’,” explained former ACLC chief SSP Irfan
Bahadur who was posted as the cell’s chief in 2015. “With the shortage of strength and resources, it is
a very difficult task to monitor all the routes but the ACLC police have busted a number of gangs and
recovered hundreds of motorcycles, even from rural Sindh and Balochistan,” he said.
“Around 95% of these 70cc motorcycles are Chinese made and are on the criminals’ favourite lists,”
Muhammad Ahsan, president of the Karachi Motorcycles Dealers Association, told The Express
Tribune. “Some 75% of buyers purchase these motorcycles on installments.”
The 70cc China motorcycle costs around Rs44,000 exclusive of the Rs3,500 excise registration fee,
which includes the Rs350 charges for a number plate.
No way, no how
Motorcycle dealers strongly oppose the government’s proposal to install trackers in motorcycles. “Try to
understand my point. How can a middle-class or a lower-class person who cannot
afford to buy a motorcycle outright be able to afford the expenses of the tracker or
its monthly maintenance charges?” Ahsan questioned.
The tracker will cost around Rs6,500 with monthly charges of Rs1,500.
“The battery is the main tool to run the trackers in motorcycles but interestingly, more than 90% of
motorcycles operate without batteries,” said a representative of a tracker company. “Secondly, the
motorcyclist should have a smart phone to keep a track of his motorcycle.”

The city’s residents welcome the move to curb motorcycle theft but are requesting the government to
bear the expense of the trackers. They said that the initial installation charges, maintenance, monthly
expenses and battery charges are too much for them to manage. In order to use the trackers,
motorcyclists will have to replace the batteries every four months.
“This is a government’s responsibility to take care of its citizens and their valuables. I appreciate the
government’s decision but I cannot bear the expenses,” lamented Amir Siddiq, a resident of Karachi
whose monthly income is Rs25,000. “I have a motorcycle and to pay Rs2,500 in installments for it each
month is very difficult for me. So how can I afford the extra Rs1,500 each month for tracker charges?”
he asked.
Citizens said that such proposals or campaigns like wearing helmets while riding motorcycles raise
doubts on the intentions of the government or law enforcement agencies as such proposals or
campaigns are launched occasionally to show performance. “The helmet campaign, registration
number plate campaign and now this tracker campaign — there is definitely something wrong, as each
government or police campaign is a publicity gimmick and definitely aims to benefit them or some
companies,” theorised another citizen, Irfanul Haq.
“If the government believes that this campaign will prove fruitful in the elimination of motorcycle lifting,
it should dissolve the ACLC and provide citizens with trackers using the money paid as their salaries,”
he suggested.
Set into motion
Recently, Home Minister Sohail Anwar Siyal held a meeting with representatives of motorcycle
manufacturers’ associations, tracking companies, the police, the excise department, the
Sindh Rangers and CPLC to review the progress made in the exercise over the past
few months.
It was observed that as per his directives, efforts were being made to achieve the
objective through consensus among all stakeholders. Siyal told the meeting’s
participants that tracking devices were crucial to contain criminal elements, as not only were
motorcyclists easy targets for criminals, but two-wheelers were also used for criminal activities. “The
elimination of criminals and their gangs is among our top most priorities,” he said. Representatives of
tracking companies and manufacturers of motorcycles assured the minister of their support in the
campaign.
Government negligent towards local motorcycle manufacturers
“Fitting trackers in the motorcycles will prove beneficial in the elimination of motorcycle theft and
snatching,” said SSP Bahadur. According to him, he was able to bust at least 18 gangs operating in the
city with the help of a tracking system. “We had installed trackers in around 60 motorcycles on a trial
basis and were able to bust 18 gangs.”
He said that the other way to stop the theft or snatching of motorcycles is to stop the demand for such
motorcycles. “When you stop the demand, there is a definite reduction in the supply,” he explained.
(By Faraz Khan The Express Tribune, 04,19/03/2018)

19 containers fall into sea as ships collide at Karachi port
A vessel carrying containers collided with another when it was being given the alongside berth at South
Asia Pakistan Terminals (SAPT), Keamari, on Monday, ports and shipping sources said.
The vessel ‘Tolten’ belonging to Hapag Lloyd carrying transit-containers collided with the other stationary
vessel in the process of being given the alongside SAPT berth No 4, resulting in damage to the berth and
the ship.

The incident took place between 2.30pm and 3pm when the ship was being mastered by a Karachi Port
Trust (KPT) pilot for giving the alongside berth. As a result of the incident, around 19 containers on board
the ship fell into the sea.
As per international practice, a ship moving in or out of a port area has to be handled and mastered by a
pilot of the port till the time the ship is either safely berthed or sailed out.
ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER AD
In this case also the KPT pilot was handling the incoming vessel for berthing but unfortunately due to
some human error or weather conditions the ship collided with the other vessel which was ready to sail
out after loading its cargo at berth No 3, the sources said.
According to the sources, during the process of berthing pilots have to look at weather conditions and
winds but it seems that an unhappy combination of factors resulted in this incident.
Under the international practice, the pilot remains on board till such time the ship becomes stationary and
is fastened to the berth. But in this case, according to the sources, it seems that the pilot had failed to
control the speed and the angle of the incoming vessel at the time of berthing resulting in the collision.
It may be recalled that a few days ago KPT pilots went on strike demanding an increase in their salaries.
They, however, resumed their work after reaching an understanding with the port authorities.
But the sources said that the issue of raise in salaries between the pilots and the KPT authorities had not
yet been resolved.
It is being feared by port and shipping experts that in case any of the containers sink in the approach
channel it will become hazardous for movement of ships till the time it is removed.
The sources told Dawn that immediately after the incident the containers started floating towards the
approach channel as per wind direction, adding that it was dangerous for the movement of ships.
Although the port authorities have initiated an inquiry into the incident, the sources said that the KPT had
no SOP (standard operating procedure) for dealing with such incidents and fixing of responsibility.
Both the ships would have to stay at the port till the time the inquiry was completed and that might cause
any amount of financial losses to the parties involved, the sources added.
(By Parvaiz Ishfaq Rana Dawn 03, 20/03/2018)

Construction allowed outside 50 metres from middle of M9
The Sindh cabinet on Thursday approved amendment to the West Pakistan Highways Ordinance to allow
construction of any permanent or temporary structure outside 50 metres from the middle of the
Superhighway, now M9, on its right and 50 metres on its left.
The cabinet meeting, which was presided over by Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah and attended by all
provincial ministers, advisers and officials concerned, also approved amendment to an article of the KDA
President Order 5 of 1957 to allow construction of a bus depot of BRT Green Line project over an amenity
plot.
Briefing the media after the meeting, Information Minister Nasir Hussain Shah said the ordinance as
amended and approved by the cabinet regarding right of way of the M9 project would be called West
Pakistan Highways (Sindh Amendment) Act 2018.
The cabinet was told that after construction of Superhighway, the right of way was being expanded to
hundreds of metres without any justification. In other provinces where Motorway or Superhighway had

been built only 50 metres right of way on its both sides had been given. Therefore, the same standard is
being adopted here.
Cabinet approves one wheat bag free for each family living in Thar
The amendment as approved by the cabinet was referred to the provincial assembly for discussion and
approval.
The cabinet also discussed the drought-like situation in Thar and approved free distribution of wheat
among the people of Thar. One wheat bag per family would be given.
The health department raised an item for relaxation of SPPRA Rules for procurement of eight incinerators
for Rs227.96 million and three ultra filtration units for Rs52.315m. The total amount comes to
Rs280.281m which may also be sanctioned outside budget.
Health Secretary Dr Fazlullah Pechuho told the meeting that the Water Commission had directed him to
expedite the procurement, therefore necessary permission and approval may be accorded.
The cabinet approved the procurement of necessary machinery, approved budget and allowed the health
department to open LC and SPPRA Rules were relaxed to expedite the procedure.
The cabinet on the recommendation of livestock department approved regularisation of the services of vet
officers and referred their draft bill to Sindh Assembly.
The chief minister directed the health secretary to bring the papers for regularisation of doctors working
on contract basis in the next cabinet meeting.
The cabinet also approved amendment to Article 52-A of the KDA President Order 5 of 1957.
Under the amendment a bus depot of BRT Green Line project would be built over an area of eight acres
amenity plot reserved for a playground.
The ground has 12 acres of land. The cabinet approved construction of bus depot on eight acres and
development of the playground on the remaining four acres.
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn 18, 30/03/2018)

NHA’s request for 400m of land along M-9 turned down
Instead of giving 400 metres of land on both sides of the newly constructed M-9 Motorway, the Sindh
government has decided to give only 50m to the National Highway Authority (NHA) to
construct any permanent or temporary structures on both sides of the motorway.
The Sindh Cabinet turned down the NHA’s request and approved an amendment to
the West Pakistan Highways Ordinance to give only 50m along the M-9. “In all others
provinces, the NHA has been given only 50m along motorways, but they are insisting on 400m from the
Sindh government, which is not possible,” Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah said.
Sources privy to the development told The Express Tribune that the CM, referring to his recent meeting
with the NHA chairperson and other departments concerned, said, “More than 2,500 structures,
including petrol pumps, restaurants and other installations, have been constructed on both sides of the
newly constructed motorway and everything after 50m will be razed.”
Cabinet approves bill to increase fines for eating in public during Ramazan
The cabinet members approved the idea to allot only 50m along the motorway. “After approving the
amendment to the West Pakistan Highways Ordinance, the cabinet has referred the bill to the Sindh
Assembly,” a senior official who was present in the meeting said.

Wheat distribution
Regarding the distribution of wheat, the cabinet also discussed the drought in Thar and called for
distribution of free of charge wheat among the residents of Thar. The CM pointed out that a similar
situation also prevails in Achhro Thar, Kachho and Kohistan.
Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro informed the meeting that the CM had formed a
committee under him to assess the situation in Thar. He held a meeting with all the stakeholders at the
deputy commissioner’s office in Mithi. They told Shoro that Thar received a downpour but the rain was
not enough for the crops. He also said that the free distribution of wheat in different phases has
improved nutrition among the people of the desert and reduced the overall mortality rate.
The cabinet approved the free distribution of wheat at one bag per family among residents of Thar. In
Umerkot, Achhro Thar, Kachho and Kohistan, the wheat distribution mechanism would be evolved by a
committee headed by Food Minister Nisar Khuhro.
Balochistan Cabinet meeting: Bizenjo wants ‘extra’ private sector investment
From 2014 to 2017 1,876,378 free of charge bags of wheat have been distributed in 11 phases. The
total cost of the wheat comes to Rs6.6 billion.
Water commission
The health department took an item for relaxation of Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory Authority
Rules for procurement of eight incinerators at a cost of Rs227.96 million and three ultra-filtration units
for Rs52.32 million. The total amount comes to Rs280.28 million, which may also be sanctioned outside
the budget.
Health Secretary Dr Fazalullah Pechuho told the meeting the water commission has directed him to
expedite the procurement. The cabinet approved the procurement of necessary machinery, approved
the extra budget and also allowed the health department to relax the rules to to expedite the procedure.
Regularisation of vets
The cabinet was informed that 145 veterinary officers hailing from different districts of the province
were appointed on a contract basis on a fixed pay of Rs50,000 for male and Rs60,000 for female
veterinarians for a period of three years in 2015. The contract of these doctors has been extended till
June 2018.
Cabinet committee approves regularisation of dengue staff
The cabinet, on the recommendation of the livestock department, approved regularisation of the
services of the veterinarians and referred their draft bill to the assembly.
The CM directed the health secretary to bring the papers for regularisation of doctors working on
contract basis to the next cabinet meeting. He also directed other departments to send summaries for
regularisation of the services of their contractual employees, if they have any.
Amendment for BRT
The cabinet approved an amendment in Article 52-A of the KDA President Order 5 of 1957. Under the
amendment, a bus depot of the Green Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project has been approved on an
eight acre amenity plot reserved for a playground. The plot is a total of 12 acres, so the cabinet
approved the construction of a playground on the remaining four acres.
Amendment in law officer services
The law department proposed an amendment in the Law Officers (Condition of Service) Rules, 1940.
Under the amendment, the appointment of additional advocate-generals shall be made by the CM from
amongst lawyers with not less than seven years’ experience as an advocate. The cabinet approved the
amendment.

Cabinet approves privatisation of PIA
The cabinet also discussed and approved the Sindh Holy Quran (Printing, Recording and Disposal of
damaged or Shaheed and Sacred Auraqs) Act, 2018. Under the approved draft law, proper printing and
disposal procedure for damaged /old Qurans has been provided.
The law department put up a nomination from the anti-terrorism courts, saying that the high court
registrar has conveyed that the chief Justice has been pleased to recall advocates and retired judges
for their appointments to the ATCs. The cabinet, after discussing the matter, directed the advocategeneral to get clarification from the Sindh High Court regarding reemployment so that the advocates
and judges could be appointed.
Budget strategy paper
The cabinet was briefed about the budget strategy paper 2018-19 to 2020-21 prepared by the finance
and planning and development departments.
The cabinet was told that the total revenue of 2017-18 was estimated at Rs854.3 billion, against which
receipts are Rs773.4 billion. The federal government has given around Rs75 billion less than the
estimated receipts.
The chief minister directed the finance department to circulate the budget strategy paper among the
cabinet members so that it could be discussed in detail at the next meeting.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 30/03/2018)

Malir 15 Flyover finally completed after five years
Mayor Wasim Akhtar inaugurated the Malir 15 Flyover almost five-and-a-half years after its construction
started.
The final portion of the much anticipated flyover, a ramp going towards Azeempura, was inaugurated
on Wednesday. Also present at the ceremony were Korangi District Municipal Corporation Chairman
Syed Nayyar Raza and other officials concerned.
According to Akhtar, Rs95 million has been spent on the flyover’s construction over the course of the
past five-and-a-half years. He explained that the ramp is a 130 metre long and 7.55m wide
carriageway.
Speaking about future development works, the mayor said that along with completing construction
according to schedule, standards must also be maintained.
“The opening of this ramp of the bridge will facilitate the residents of Azeempura and its surrounding
areas,” he said. He announced that to facilitate residents of Karachi, two pedestrian bridges will also be
constructed on the N-5 Highway
The flyover, which is believed to have been jinxed, was partially inaugurated by former chief minister
Qaim Ali Shah and MNA Faryal Talpur in 2016. The portion of the flyover between the Malir 15 bus
stop and Millat Bakery was inaugurated after missing numerous deadlines in the past.
Construction of Malir 15 Flyover continues at snail’s pace
During the inauguration, Local Government Minister Jam Khan Shoro had announced that the flyover’s
portion from Quaidabad to Azeempura, which expands over the Pakistan Railway tracks, was to be
completed by June, 2016.
After missing numerous deadlines, the flyover has now finally been completed.
The roads surrounding the flyover remained damaged throughout the construction process whereas
businesses in the area incurred heavy losses.

“The construction of this flyover for the past several years has adversely affected our businesses,” the
owner of Neo MashaAllah Paint Shop, adjacent to the flyover, told The Express Tribune. “Look at the
condition of the road. Customers can’t make their way to our shops anymore.”
Reasons for delay
The said portion of the flyover has been constructed over the land of the Pakistan Railways for which
the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was supposed to obtain a no-objection certificate (NOC)
from the Pakistan Railways’ Lahore office.
Separately, there were five residential quarters of the Railways that had to be demolished. On the other
hand, the divisional superintendent of Pakistan Railways in Karachi, Nisar Ahmed Memon, confirmed
that they had issued a NOC a long time back.
Speaking about the delay in the construction, KMC’s engineer on site, Syed Ishrat Rehan, told The
Express Tribune that an illegally constructed mosque and a NOC from the Pakistan Railways were the
main reasons behind the delay.
He explained that it took them a long time to negotiate with the mosque’s management to allow the
authorities to demolish it so it could be relocated.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 12/04/2018)

A Karachi rapid transport project in limbo
In a metropolis where public transport is synonymous with obsolete buses, a highly-touted rapid transit
project has remained dogged by delays since it was unveiled in 2016.
The Abdul Sattar Edhi Bus Line, formerly the Orange Line, extends four kilometres
from Orangi Town’s Town Municipal Authority (TMA) office to the Matric Board
intersection. Buses will travel on a 700-metre elevated track from the TMA office to
Al Khidmat Hospital and 1.6km from Abdullah Government College for Women to Jinnah Women
University. A 1.5km-long section of the Bacha Khan Flyover will be used along with normal traffic.
Pedestrian bridges and stations will be constructed near the TMA office, Al Khidmat Hospital, Abdullah
Government College for Women and Jinnah Women University. Green Line BRT pedestrian bridges
will be used at another two stations near the KFC outlets.
Progress on the project has effectively halted at 60%. The project was originally slated for a June, 2017
completion. Later, the deadline was revised to May, 2018. Given the poor pace of progress, even the
latest deadline seems likely to be missed.
Legal tussles, contractor woes and poor inter-authority cooperation are some of the formidable
challenges marring the swift execution of the initiative. Shifting water and sewerage pipelines present
problems of their own. The already poor flow of traffic on major thoroughfares has been brought to a
virtual standstill by the in limbo development work.
Compounding problems further is the presence of major educational institutions, private hospitals,
graveyards and the State Bank building in the area. Prominent among these are Jinnah Women
University, Jinnah Government College for Men, Homeopathic College, Pakistan Polytechnic College,
Abdullah Government College for Women, Intermediate and Matric Boards, Aziz Medical Centre, Al
Khidmat Hospital, Paposh Nagar and KDA graveyards.
Green Line BRT will be open for traffic in June, claims KIDCL CEO
Abdullah Government College for Women student Falak Kainat said delayed completion had taken a
toll on their lives. We often reach college late. Many have developed breathing problems. Quite a few of
our peers struggle to pay attention, she said.

She said the government should ensure the project was quickly completed. Speed breakers and zebra
crossings would go a long way to alleviating students’ problems, the girl said. She
also demanded the construction of a pedestrian bridge following the project’s
completion.
Iqra, who studies at the Aga Khan College in Pir Colony, said crossing the road in
front of the institute was a challenge. The Orangi Town resident said she had to give college a miss
several times after work on the project commenced. Now, things are a bit better. However, the poor
pace of progress continues to irk residents. Often, passers-by end up sparring, she said.
Asif Ahmed, who works at Abdullah Government College for Women, said three people had been
injured in traffic accidents. While construction continues on the side of the street, it is not uncommon to
see speeding vehicles approaching from the Bacha Khan Flyover.
Malik Muhammad Ishaq said poor project progress had hit businesses hard. Ishaq, who runs a milk
shop, said the flow of customers had reduced to a trickle. “Traffic is clogged. There is lots of dust.
Barely anyone comes here,” he says.
“The site should regularly be sprayed with water to curb pollution. The government hasn’t taken any
such measures. Respiratory disease and allergies are rampant. Ambulances often remain stuck in
traffic,” Al Khidmat Hospital Administrator Laeeq Khan said. The number of patients frequenting the
facility has also witnessed a decline, he said. Khan, a former MNA, said the authorities prevaricated
when approached regarding the issue.
Separately, the construction of an elevated track remains incomplete due to the abysmal state of
Sharae Orangi. The thoroughfare lacks carpeting in some areas. Ditches line the area around Abdullah
Government College for Women, Orangi 5-3/4 and KFC. Construction of a bus depot is also being
undertaken at snail’s pace. Little headway has been made in the face of repeated delays.
Strike halts work on Green Line BRT project
Abdul Sattar Edhi Bus Line Deputy Project Director Rizwan Ahmed said work on the project was being
carried out under two packages. He said two contracts were awarded after tenders had been floated.
Ahmed said the project had first been delayed due to some matters then sub judice. The contractors
did not fulfill the criteria specified, he said. The project director said the Sindh government had
cancelled the award and appointed the second-lowest bidder.
He explained that the former had then obtained a stay from the Sindh High Court. A verdict was
delivered in the government’s favour, 10 months later, he said.
Ahmed also blamed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) for the delays. Time and again
the board asserted that there were no pipelines in the project’s vicinity. They were discovered when
excavations started, he said. Other engineers said the board did not have data on minor water and
sewerage lines.
Superintendent Engineer Zafar Palejo said data on all major water and sewerage pipelines had been
provided to engineers working on the project. Separately, a KWSB official told The Express Tribune on
the condition of anonymity that a 48-inch water pipeline in the vicinity of Metro Cinema had been
leaking. This had affected construction on Sharae Orangi, he said. The official said the board had
repaired the pipeline at five points and strengthened it at 27. He said the board had asked the Sindh
Mass Transit Authority (SMTA) to enclose the structure to ensure it could be repaired in the future
without requiring excavations.
The official said the board barely had any funds. This, he said, was why the Sindh government and
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation shifted water and sewerage pipelines in
connection with most development works.

The official said the authority had shifted one 33-inch pipeline from the project site to Sharae Orangi.
He said the pipeline, which was in good shape, was laid three years ago. The official added that all
pertinent information including maps had been shared with those working on the Edhi bus line.
Cabinet amends procurement rules to expedite Blue Line BRT
SMTA Managing Director Muhammad Athar said the Sindh government was striving to ensure that
Sharae Orangi and the rapid transit corridor were constructed with international standards to facilitate
smooth flow of traffic. He said Sharae Orangi was in shambles when the project was initiated. Athar
said the project was being constructed in line with American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials standards. Athar said NESPAK had been tasked with supervising the project.
He said contractors had also been directed to hasten the speed of the work.
The MD said a private transport company had been awarded the contract to supply buses for the
project after it submitted the lowest bid. He said an agreement will be made soon and the vehicles
could be imported as early as in four months.
Transport Minister Nasir Hussain Shah said he had directed the SMTA to hasten the speed of its work.
He said buses would be imported as soon as possible. Shah said every effort was being made to
ensure that the project was completed by May 15.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 16/04/2018)

The rapid-transit curse
Transport systems are the bane of a planner’s life in Karachi. That Karachi is desperately in need of
rapid transport systems, bus lanes and a circular railway has been known for decades and there is yet
to be a single system built and finished that will do anything to ease the multiple transport woes of an
increasingly crippled city. Latest in the chain of bad-news transport stories is the Abdul Sattar Edhi Bus
Line, formerly the Orange Line, that extends for four kilometres from the Orangi Town Municipal
Authority to the Matric Board intersection. Or it would were it ever to be finished. As it is it stands as a
monument to inefficiency and ineptitude, 60 per cent finished and with little possibility of being finished
in the foreseeable future.
It was supposed to be operational in June 2017 and the latest completion date is May 2018 which
anybody with a functioning pair of eyes can see is never going to happen. All the usual suspects are on
parade. Poor cooperation between authorities, original contracts that were hopelessly under-priced and
knowingly so, fights with contractors, sewer lines that have to be moved, likewise water pipes, assorted
private hospitals in its path, several educational institutions, including the Jinnah Women University
(and nobody noticed it was in the way?) as well as Al Khidmat Hospital and a host of other prominent
buildings delivering crucial services.
Students that attend some of the affected schools and colleges are complaining of throat and
respiratory conditions due to the dust and pollution raised by construction. Traffic is jammed nose to tail
daily, men and women are injured trying to cross the chaos and shopkeepers complain bitterly of a loss
of trade associated with the project. Even the contract to supply the buses to ply the route when
finished cannot be completed in less than four months. Planning blight touches everything. Overlapping
incompetencies work together, corrupt contractors fiddle the books and all the while Karachi chokes on
its own dust. And who is responsible? Why Mr Nobody of course. Business as usual.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 17/04/2018)

Mass transit system for Karachi will be ready in three to four years, Sindh
Assembly told
Sindh Transport Minister Nasir Shah has claimed that a mass transit system for Karachi will be completed
in the next three to four years.

He made this claim during the Sindh Assembly’s Question Hour that pertained to transport and mass
transit department on Tuesday.
Muttahida Qaumi Movement lawmaker Qamar Rizvi asked about any plan to bring buses for the MalirTower route that could serve around 30 per cent of Karachi’s population.
Despite govt help, city transporters uninterested in operating new buses
The minister responded that 10 buses had been brought under a public-private partnership project and 20
more were expected soon on the Dawood Chowrangi-Tower route.
To another question by the same lawmaker, the minister said that the government was planning to bring
over 600 buses for Karachi and another 600 inter-city buses. He, however, did not give any time frame
and said all these buses were expected to come on the roads “soon”.
Pink buses for women
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf legislator Seema Zia asked whether the government had any plan to bring
buses exclusively for women.
The minister replied that currently there were separate compartments for women in buses, but at a later
stage the government had plans to introduce “pink buses for women”.
To another question by Ms Zia regarding the route permit fees collected in the past five years, the
minister said that over Rs278 million had been collected by the government.
Responding to a question by MQM’s Irum Farooque regarding separate buses for physically challenged
people, the minister said that such buses were not available in the country, but the buses to be brought
under the bus rapid transit system would have this provision so that people on wheelchairs could easily
board the vehicles.
When Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani recalled that he travelled in trams during his childhood in Karachi, the
transport minister said that the government was implementing a neighbourhood improvement project in
cooperation with the World Bank and Asian Development Bank under which trams would also be brought
in to ply in Saddar and adjoining areas.
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz legislator Sorath Thebo asked why the Sindh government was causing a
delay in bringing buses for the federal government-sponsored Green Line project despite the fact that all
the federal funding/works, as announced by Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, had been made
available.
The minister said that the prime minister had been misinformed, as anybody could just travel along the
Green Line route and witness that a major portion of the 18-kilometre-long corridor had been dug up and
roads had not yet been completed.
He said that the Sindh government, as and when the corridor/infrastructure was ready, could bring the
buses “in no time” as all the process had been completed.
Centre blamed for delay in KCR launch
Responding to a question by MQM legislator Rana Ansar regarding the Karachi Circular Railway project
and when would it become operational, the minister said that the Sindh government wanted to perform
the groundbreaking ceremony on Dec 25, 2017 but the federal government/Railways was delaying the
process.
He said that an anti-encroachment operation launched by the Sindh government was called off on the
request of the Pakistan Railways, which feared that the cleared land might be encroached again by the
time the work on the project started.

He said that the 43-kilometre-long KCR would cost around $1.97 billion and it would be completed in
three years after the work started.
The KCR had been included in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and would be constructed by a
Chinese company to be selected through a competitive process from a list of three firms by the Chinese
government.
To a question by PML-Functional legislator Nusrat Abbasi as to how much profit the Sindh government
would share from the revenues of the 10 buses, the minister did not give any expected amount or even
the profit-sharing formula and said that there would hardly be any profit.
Responding to a question by PTI legislator Samar Ali Khan regarding issues in bringing new buses, the
minister said that despite the fact that the Sindh government was providing/arranging subsidies, loan,
insurance, etc, a large number of transporters were reluctant to come forward because they felt it was not
a profitable business.
Responding to a question by Ms Ansar regarding the Mass Transit Authority, the minister said that a 13member mass transit authority board/governing body had been set up.
He said the transport minister was its chairperson with mayors/administrators of Karachi, Hyderabad and
Sukkur as its co-chairpersons. He said although separate meetings were being held between different
members, a first full board meeting was yet to be held.
(By Bhagwandas Dawn, 17, 25/04/2018)

Govt launches 10 new buses for a city of 21 million
If you travelled on Sharae Faisal towards Tower on Wednesday you may have come across airconditioned public buses plying on the road.
After uncountable missed deadlines and numerous failed promises, the Sindh
government finally launched 10 air-conditioned buses under the ‘Peoples Bus
Service’ as a pilot project of the intercity buses with zero investment of its own.
The buses are owned and operated by Daewoo Bus Service. The company has also obtained route
permits to run these buses from Dawood Chowrangi to Tower via Sharae Faisal.
The operation of the buses according to Daweoo’s operation manager Muhammad Ishaq, starts at 6am
and continues till 10pm. The ironic part of the project launch is that the Sindh government is patting
itself on the back for launching 10 public buses in a transport-starved city of 21 million people after over
a decade.
Transport Minister Nasir Hussain Shah, at the launching ceremony on Tuesday, said that the Sindh
government has taken the initiative to provide better quality buses to the people of Karachi. He assured
that the number of the buses would be increased to 50.
Origins
In March 2017, after the Punjab government launched feeder route buses in Lahore, the Sindh
government dutifully announced that it would launch 600 new public buses in Karachi the same year.
In January 2018, Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah approved Rs195 million for the intra-city bus project,
under which 32 buses were supposed to be plied on Sharae Faisal in the first phase and on five
different routes in the second phase.

Orange Line Metro Train: Govt sets March 31 deadline for GPO station
This was all part of the Sindh government’s five-year loan programme through the Sindh Modarabad
Management Limited for transporters which never saw the light of the day. The launch of the 10 buses
by Daewoo is a separate project.
Operation
A driver wearing a new blue uniform and a big smile drives the Yu Tong Chinese bus, which is clean
and cosy from inside. The windows of the bus are covered by blue curtains.
The bus has a seating capacity of 30 passengers, of which 10 seats are for women. “Almost 15
passengers can also stand inside the bus,” the driver, Bakht Ali, told The Express Tribune. There is
also a fire extinguisher placed at the back of the driver’s seat. “You won’t find such fire extinguishers in
Pakistani buses,” he boasted.
The buses are cleaned every time they complete one complete round. For each round, according to
Ishaq, a single bus takes around three hours at a speed of 45 kilometres per hour. The fare of the
service ranges between Rs20 and Rs40.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 29/04/2018)

Only 19 cars registered in other districts against 91,449 in Karachi alone, PA
told
The Sindh Assembly was on Monday informed that over 91,000 cars were registered in Karachi during
2014 and 2015 compared to only 19 vehicles registered in other parts of the province during the two-year
period.
The information was provided by Sindh Excise and Taxation Minister Mukesh Chawla during the
assembly’s Question Hour in response to a question by Leader of the Opposition and Muttahida Qaumi
Movement legislator Khwaja Izharul Hasan who asked for such figures.
Monday’s Question Hour pertained to the excise and taxation department.
The minister said that 91,449 cars were registered in Karachi during 2014 and 2015.
During that period, not a single car was registered in Hyderabad, Benazirabad and Mirpurkhas regions.
Not even one car registered in Hyderabad, Benazirabad and Mirpurkhas regions in 2014-15
Eleven cars were registered in Sukkur region in 2015 and two and six cars were registered in Larkana
region during 2014 and 2015, respectively.
To another question by the same lawmaker regarding number of motorcycles registered in the province,
the minister said that 423,818 motorcycles were registered in Karachi during 2014 and 2015. During the
same period, 222,409 two-wheelers were registered in rest of the province.
MQM’s Sumeta Syed, who has defected to the Pak Sarzameen Party, asked why not a single car was
registered in the Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas and Benazirabad regions in the two-year period and why only 19
cars were registered in Sukkur and Larkana regions as compared to the huge number of cars registered
in Karachi alone.
The minister replied that the people of the province had the right to get their vehicles registered wherever
they wanted.
Over 46,000 cars imported in three years
In his question, MQM legislator Kamran Akhtar asked about the number of imported vehicles registered
and the amount of motor vehicle tax collected during 2013, 2014 and 2015.

The minister said that 17,216 imported vehicles were registered in 2013 and over Rs165 million was
collected. In 2014, 14,034 vehicles were registered and over Rs110m tax was collected. In the year 2015,
15,148 vehicles were registered and over Rs363m was collected as MVT.
Ms Syed pointed out that the MVT amount of Rs363,017,628 collected during 2013-15 was inaccurate as
it did not match the total of the amount mentioned for these years separately. The minister said that it
could be a mathematical error but he would get it checked and inform the house soon.
Responding to another question by Mr Akhtar regarding people employed in the excise department during
2015-16, the minister said that just one person — a son of a former employee — was appointed as an
excise constable (BPS-5) against the deceased quota in Benazirabad after getting approval from the chief
minister.
Responding to a question by MQM lawmaker Mohammad Hussain as to when the excise and taxation
officers (ETOs) were appointed, the minister said that the ETOs were appointed at different times and the
last batch was recruited in 2000.
Responding to a question by Mr Akhtar regarding vacancies of ETOs, the minister said that there were a
few vacancies and the last time the department tried to get these filled through the Sindh Public Service
Commission in 2016, the process was stopped by the Supreme Court.
(By Bhagwandas Dawn, 17, 01/05/2018)

Karachi's municipal bodies get 15 days to remove debris from roads,
footpaths
The Supreme Court-mandated judicial commission on water and drainage in Sindh on Wednesday
directed the provincial and local authorities to clear the debris from footpaths and roads of the provincial
metropolis within 15 days.
The commission, headed by retired Justice Amir Hani Muslim, warned that the heads of Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), district municipal corporations (DMCs), cantonments and other local
authorities would be summoned for explanation if the commission’s order was not implemented within the
stipulated time.
The commission also directed the Sindh chief secretary to hold a meeting with the heads of all the
agencies concerned and make sure that the debris was removed from the entire city within a fortnight,
adding that the deputy commissioners will monitor the drive within their jurisdictions.
Judicial commission on water & drainage summons Hyderabad mayor for today
Earlier, the secretary of the training, management and research wing, Asif Haider Shah who is also a
member of the SC-appointed task force, informed the commission that it was the responsibility of the
KMC, DMCs, cantonment boards and Pakistan Railways to clear construction material and debris found
on roads and footpaths in their respective jurisdictions.
He said if the authorities concerned failed to do so, then the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board
(SSWMB) would lift the debris at the cost of the agency concerned.
Police told to provide security to SSWMB chief
The commission directed the authorities concerned to provide protection to the SSWMB managing
director Taha Farooqui and contractors.
Mr Farooqui said that he had stopped the salaries of employees found absent from their duties in
compliance with the commission’s earlier orders. However, the employees and union leaders allegedly
damaged the biometric attendance machines and also extended threats to him and the contactors. He
requested the commission to provide him protection.

Retired Justice Muslim observed that it was the responsibility of the state to provide security and
protection to those who were complying with the directives of the commission. He added that if the orders
were not complied with then it would lead to defeating the objective for which the commission had been
constituted.
The commission directed Karachi police chief Mushtaq Mahar to provide protection to Mr Farooqui and
the contractors as well as to take action against miscreants.
It also asked Mr Shah to contact police high-ups and ensure that these administrative matters be resolved
and protection be provided immediately so they could do their work without any interruption.
Encroachments on drains
The commission directed the task force member to approach the chief secretary for timely removal of
encroachments from storm-water drains.
It recalled that the chief secretary made a statement at an earlier hearing that the encroachments would
be removed expeditiously.
In compliance with the commission’s earlier orders, the counsel for K-Electric submitted that apart from
the encroached portions, they had removed electric cables passing over the drains.
The metropolitan commissioner of the KMC said that at least two to three days were required to plan the
de-silting of the drains.
The commission ruled that the subsoil water suppliers who were not regularised could not work in the city.
It gave the ruling after Shakeel Ahmed and others objected to a subsoil water policy asking the
commission to modify it.
However, the commission said that a representation could be made to the chief secretary who may
decide the matter after hearing the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board managing director.
Hyderabad mayor summoned today
The commission issued notices to the Hyderabad mayor and the director health to appear before it on
Thursday (today) and explain their position for not complying with its orders.
Despite the commission’s directives, both officials did not take steps to clean the area identified by the
judicial body.
The commission also expressed extreme displeasure over the local management of Hyderabad for not
preparing inventories of the workshops despite its orders.
During its recent visit to Hyderabad, the commission directed the city’s mayor to ensure preparation of the
inventories. Justice Muslim deplored that it was most surprising that the Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
was avoiding preparing inventories.
The commission directed the HMC to prepare the inventories on Wednesday and file a list on Thursday
reflecting as to how many vehicles they had in all and how many were not roadworthy besides the
revenue components.
All the vehicles owned and in possession of the HMC must be reflected in the proposed inventories.
It also directed the commissioner to verify these inventories and also file a report whether these machines
and vehicles were underutilised or not.

All the encroachments made within the workshops shall be removed after completion of the formalities, it
added.
Meanwhile, the commission directed the chairman of procurement and technical committee, Prof Saeed
Qureshi, to re-examine a tender of mother and child health care centre in Benazirabad district and ensure
that the funds of the current fiscal year were fully utilised.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 17, 03/05/2018)

Beef with the BRT
nd

On May 2 , traders set up a camp at Yadgaar Chowk in Peshawar in protest at the official lethargy
shown in completing the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system and also to demand compensation from the
provincial government for the losses incurred. The business of trading, dependent on daily sales, risks
heavy potential losses. Furthermore, shopkeepers are protesting the government’s failure to take them
into confidence prior to beginning work. They insist that the authorities provide them compensation for
negative sales and demand withdrawal of any illegal taxes. On a macro scale, the authorities must
accelerate work on the BRT so that districts can return to normalcy. They are also implored to cease
causing major damage to heritage sites.
Militant occupancy has already destroyed several parts of our national heritage sites or rendered them
impassable, especially in Peshawar. The planners of the BRT must take this into consideration in
hopes of preserving what remains. Many great heritage monuments have been preserved the world
over with cities erected around centuries-old structures, fascinatingly juxtaposed and adjacent to
modern features. Worryingly, traders should not be the only ones acting in defence of heritage sites
and all local communities should unite to bring provincial authorities on board. Time and again,
authorities have to be forced to develop the will to protect the wonderous beauty this region acquired
from previous civilisations.
Expecting agencies, government or public, to complete major projects on timelines promised is futile.
One way to assuage the frustration arising from this frequent situation is to require paperwork such as
no-objection certificates to be obtained prior to the commencement of projects and registered with a
legal entity. It appears foolish when projects are left unfinished for years on end, entangled in litigation.
Peshawar traders impacted by the legal delay in BRT development must receive compensation for their
losses.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 04/05/2018)

Proposed Red Line BRT to connect Model Colony with Numaish
As the Green and Orange Line bus rapid transit (BRT) projects are under way in Karachi, the Sindh
government has planned another BRT project that will connect Model Colony with
Numaish Chowrangi via University Road.
A unique feature of the proposed project, the Red Line BRT, is a cycling track that
will be constructed along a portion of the project. The project, however, will require
the recently renovated University Road to be dug up once again, wasting the over
Rs1 billion utilised for its widening and reconstruction. The thoroughfare was inaugurated in June last
year.
If the project sees the light of day, third generation BRT technology will be introduced in Karachi and 10
bus routes will be integrated through the special Red Line corridor. The project will restructure the bus
transportation system as transporters will be asked to scrap their older buses and operate new buses
along the integrated BRT line.
According to the plan, the government will give a subsidy to transporters for the purchase of new
buses. The project’s cost has been estimated at Rs30 billion and will be funded by the Asian

Development Bank (ADB). Work on the project is expected to begin in December, 2018 and is
expected to be completed by April, 2020.
‘Fragmented governance, weak institutional capacity affecting Karachi’s development’
Transport Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah told Daily Express that the government had initially
planned to start off the project in May. However, the planning phase was time consuming and now the
project will start in December, he said.
The transport minister claimed that the Pakistan Peoples Party-led Sindh government was very serious
about resolving the transport issues of Karachi. He explained that many BRT projects were in the
planning or construction phases in the city. Construction of the Orange and Green Line BRTs is under
way, he said, adding that Blue and Yellow Line BRTs are still in the planning stages.
Shah was of the view that the proposed Red Line would not majorly affect the newly constructed
University Road as the route for buses will be constructed on the median, leaving the rest of the road
untouched. He explained that the project will be entirely funded by the ADB.
A transport department official told the Daily Express that after forming the conceptual plan of the Red
Line BRT, the government is carrying out a survey so that a detailed design could be developed by
July. The design will be sent to the planning commission for approval, the official said, adding that
since the ADB will provide funds for the project, a sovereign guarantee will be required from the federal
government.
NHA’s request for 400m of land along M-9 turned down
Salient features
According to the conceptual plan, the length of the BRT will be 21.5 kilometres and there will be 22
stations in total. The route will start from Model Colony and end at Numaish all the way through Malir
Halt, Malir Cantonment Gate No 6, Safoora Chowrangi and University Road.
The corridor will be primarily constructed on ground level. There will be elevations at five places and an
underpass near Mosamiyat Chowrangi so that the BRT does not obstruct the flow of regular traffic.
Elevated U-turns will be constructed near Malir Cantt, Safoora Chowrangi and Karachi University.
According to the officer, first generation BRT technology is being employed in the Green Line and
Orange Line BRTs, whereas in the proposed Red Line BRT, third generation BRT technology will be
used. The third generation BRT concept allows other vehicles to run on the track besides the dedicated
buses for the route. Therefore, public buses plying on as many as 10 routes will also be utilising the
BRT track.
However, other buses on the track need to be new. For this, the Sindh government has proposed the
Bus Industry Restructuring Programme, according to which owners of public buses operating on the 10
routes overlapping with the Red Line BRT will be encouraged to scrap their old buses and purchase
new ones through public-private partnership mode. Subsidies will also be offered to transporters under
the scheme to buy new buses.
PPP gifts ten buses to Karachi
At present, the number of routes overlapping with the Red Line BRT is 20 and around 200 minibuses
and buses ply on them.
The conceptual plan also envisages an eco-friendly track where only cycles will run.
Re-digging University Road
According to the officers concerned, six metres is the required width of the track which will be taken
from the median of the roads along the route. They explained that reconstruction of University Road is
also a part of the project. It will be ensured that there are three lanes on both sides of University Road,

the officials said, adding that footpaths on the road sides might be narrowed in order to maintain
sufficient width of University Road.
Commenting on the potential digging-up and overhaul of University Road, which was completed in June
last year by the local government department, Project Director Niaz Soomro said renovation of
University Road was done before the Red Line BRT had been formally planned. He asserted that the
government could not delay reconstruction of University Road at that time as it was in a dilapidated
state due to which students of multiples universities and colleges situated on the road were facing
trouble while commuting.
No progress made in development package for Karachi announced by Centre
Soomro added that while renovating University Road, provisions had been made for a future BRT
project on the road. The road was widened so that its median could be used for transport projects, he
said.
The reconstruction of University Road at a cost of over Rs1 billion was completed by the provincial
local government department.
A transport department official revealed that the conceptual plan of the Red Line BRT was in
accordance with the latest transport systems. However, he added that interest of the next federal and
Sindh governments in the project would decide its fate.
The ADB will sponsor the project through a loan for which a sovereign guarantee will be required that
will be provided by the federal government. This project will be completed only if the new Sindh and
federal governments are serious about it.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 07/05/2018)

Taxi drivers lose their share of income with arrival of ride-hailing services
With the advent of Internet-based ride-hailing services, drivers of yellow/black and yellow cabs of Karachi
are seen complaining of a severe decline in their business.
Old taxis, that were once a common sight in the city for decades, have seen
themselves being effectively pushed out of today’s highly competitive transport
market, leaving their drivers with only a fraction of the income they used to have
in past.
Shahzad Muneer, a driver of a yellow/black cab, says that he started driving a taxi in Karachi back in the
early 1990s. He says that it was a good time for being in this business as their taxis were relied upon by a
huge number of population for their daily needs.
Hailing from Kasur in Punjab, Muneer, now in his late 40s, says that before the arrival of ride-hailing
services, the taxi drivers could earn as much as Rs3,000 a day, which was sufficient for their families after
taking out expenditures.
“Now it is a maximum of Rs1,000; on some days, we don’t get any rides at all,” he says.
He regrets the fact that thousands of taxi drivers across Pakistan have been left behind in a transport
market that is increasingly technology-driven.
“The drivers [of old taxis] are now forced to look towards other options because they cannot run their
households on the meagre sums that they make,” he says.
Mohammad Aurangzaib, a taxi driver who mostly waits for his passengers at the Cantonment Railway
Station in Karachi, lists other problems that his brethren in the profession have been facing.

“Because our taxis are painted with specific colours identifying them as a taxi and have commercial
number plates, our movement is restricted as compared to the drivers of ride-hailing services,” he says.
He, for example, says that the drivers of ride-hailing services were not subject to government taxes (twice
a year for old taxis) and were not liable to regularly obtaining a route permit and a fitness certificate, both
of which have their associated fee.
“We have faced a setback in terms of income, and at the same time we have to pay different fees, which
the drivers of these services don’t pay,” he says, “is it not injustice?” he questions.
He thinks that ride-hailing services were at an advantage because they were treated as private vehicles
and had no commercial fees to pay.
A common complaint of citizens against the old taxis is their decrepit condition. Lack of standardised
fares is another matter of contention that turned their old customers away from them as soon as ridehailing services arrived.
Naheed, a regular user of ride-hailing services, says that the services have given her freedom to travel
anywhere at any time. She had been a user of the conventional taxis in past but gave them up in favour
of ride-hailing services.
“You get a breakdown of the fare on your phone, you know what exactly are you paying for, even if its
peak charges, they are not hidden,” she says.
“In absence of metres, the taxi driver could ask you for any arbitrary amount, and then either you had to
haggle with them or end up paying excessively,” she says, adding that the ride-hailing services took her
to same distances in a cost lower than a taxi or a rickshaw cost.
Hufsa, another user of ride-hailing services, seconds her views. As someone who scarcely used the old
taxis but regularly uses ride-hailing services, she says that her parents would never let her use
conventional taxis due to safety concerns, even if it meant cancelling the plans.
“For a city that has no proper public transport system, these services have filled a void that kept citizens
hostage for many years,” she says.
Muneer doesn’t disagree with this but has a different take on it. “Yes, our taxis are not in good condition,
but it is because we are not well-off enough to buy new cars,” he says.
“We are professional taxi drivers who have been in this field for decades while the drivers of ride-hailing
services are mostly part-timers driving brand-new, expensive cars which we cannot afford,” he adds.
Mohammad Ishaq, who has been driving a taxi for 26 years, says that the yellow and yellow/black cabs
never won the confidence of customers because the public did not trust the metres.
Sitting on the trunk of his sedan yellow cab outside Zainab Market in Saddar area of Karachi, Ishaq says
that the public always viewed the metres with scepticism and insisted on negotiating a flat rate instead of
per kilometre charges.
“Now these companies charge you extra in lieu of waiting time and peak factor but people are happy
paying these additional charges,” he says.
“Our metres only charged on a per kilometre basis, but even then public complained that we tamper with
the metres,” he adds.
Apart from the public doubt on metres, Ishaq says that the government did not revise their fares regularly
due to which it was not economical for them to operate on government-approved rates.

Ishaq says that their customer base has rapidly shrunk in last two years, with now only people from lowerincome areas of the city or those with extra luggage hailed the yellow cabs because of the luggage holder
on their roofs, which is non-existent in cars of ride-hailing services.
Other taxi drivers agree with him, and add that the only lucrative spots left for them in the city were the
railway stations, from where they could pick people coming from other parts of the country, often with lots
of luggage.
“Even the airport is now out of option for us as we cannot enter the airport if we don’t have a passenger,
and we cannot pick a passenger from the departure lane,” says Muneer, lamenting that the drivers of
ride-hailing services could portray themselves as a private car.
“They can enter any government building but almost all of the government buildings have a restriction on
a taxi entering the premises.”
Taxi drivers say that a government-sponsored scheme to replace their old cabs with new vehicles,
introduction of uniform, updated fares, and bringing the ride-hailing services under same regulations as
them could help them step back in the business, otherwise thousands of the taxi drivers would ultimately
have to abandon their cars and sell them in scrap.
Dr Noman Ahmed, chairman of Architecture and Planning Department at the NED University of
Engineering and Technology says that the private sector and microfinance banks should come forward to
offer new vehicles to the taxi drivers so that they could stay in the competition.
He stresses the need of a collective action for ‘fleet replacement’ of these taxis. “Throughout the world,
such an exercise is always possible through collective actions because it’s not economically viable for
individuals to replace their taxis,” he says.
Dr Ahmed further says that with the advent of ride-hailing services, a clear demarcation between
customers bases had been observed, with traditional taxis now only used by low-income citizens of the
city because they are not able to fulfill the demands of clientele in other, more developed parts of the city,
and adds that there is a need of regulating the ride-hailing services.
Sindh Transport Secretary Saeed Awan says that the government is working to bring the ride-hailing
services under the umbrella of same laws and taxes as the traditional ones.
“The government [of Sindh] has recently signed a memorandum with Uber, and we are in process of
bringing Careem under a regulatory framework too,” he says, adding that after such an understanding is
reached, the cars of these services will have to display a mark classifying themselves as a commercial
vehicle.
He concedes that the business model of these services is too innovative to classify them as traditional
taxis, but says that the government is actively working to find a way.
He rules out the possibility of any programme to revamp the old taxi services, and says that the
government can only act as a regulator among commercial services, but not support one over the other.
“Our first priority would be to provide a mass-transit system for the citizens which would be less expensive
for the public, and more efficient in terms of capacity,” he says, “we are already working towards
achieving that,” he adds.
(By Bilal Karim Mughal Dawn, 15, 07/05/2018)

Work on three flyovers on Sher Shah Suri Road to start this month
Under the Karachi package, the federal government will start construction of flyovers at three
intersections on Sher Shah Suri Road by the end of this month.
The intersections where the flyovers will be constructed include Sakhi Hassan
Chowrangi, Five Star Chowrangi and KDA Chowrangi. It is expected that they will
be completed by January, 2019.
After the construction of these flyovers, a 15-kilometre (km) signal-free corridor will be formed for
general traffic commuting from Abdullah Morr in Surjani Town to Lasbela and vice versa.
The projects will be carried out by the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL),
which was formed to manage the federal government’s projects in Karachi. The KIDCL is currently
working on the Green Line Bus Rapid Transit project that is being constructed from Surjani Town to
Municipal Park.
No progress made in development package for Karachi announced by Centre
KIDCL Finance Manager Zubair Ahmed Channa informed Daily Expressthat the flyovers will be built on
both sides of existing flyovers already built for the Green Line buses at three intersections on Sher
Shah Suri Road. The new flyovers will run parallel to the existing ones and will be for general traffic, he
said.
The flyovers will help resolve the issue of traffic jams at the intersections, he said, adding that all
flyovers will consist of three lanes. Channa explained that Sher Shah Suri Road is a dual carriageway
road and its width is 200 feet, which includes service roads, storm water drains and the median. The
track for Green Line buses has been constructed on the 24 feet wide median of the road. For the
construction of the flyovers, 36ft will be taken from both sides of the road.
The tender process for all the three flyovers has already been initiated, Channa said, adding that
tenders from 12 construction companies have been received. He claimed that the tenders will be
approved soon and the construction of the flyovers will start by the end of the current month.
According to the plan, construction will be completed within 12 months, the finance manager said,
adding that the KIDCL, however, wanted to accomplish the task as early as January, 2019.
Proposed Red Line BRT to connect Model Colony with Numaish
The traffic engineering bureau had installed traffic signals a year ago at Five Star Chowrangi, Board
Office Chowrangi, Nazimabad No 7 and Lasbela. However, due to the Green Line project, those signals
were removed. After the construction of the three flyovers, there will be no need for the traffic signals at
the intersection. However, the traffic signals at Lasbela intersection will be operationalised.
A KIDCL engineer maintained that all other intersections on Sher Shah Suri Road between Abdullah
Morr and Golimar either had roundabouts, flyovers, underpasses or an interchange due to which the
traffic was not regulated by signals. An Interchange at Board Office Chowrangi has been operational
since last year, he said, adding that an underpass was also constructed at Nazimabad Chowrangi,
Golimar, the same year.
The flyover at Nazimabad Petrol Pump was constructed in 1993, he explained, adding that after the
construction of the three flyovers, the 15km road will be signal-free all the way from Abdullah Morr till
Lasbela.
Meanwhile, the Centre has also been planning to commence reconstruction of Manghopir Road and
Nishtar Road.

Shehbaz vows to develop Karachi if given chance
A Rs25 billion development package for Karachi was announced by Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi on August, 12. The construction of the aforementioned flyovers was included in the package at
an estimated cost of Rs2.3 billion. The cost of the reconstruction of Manghopir Road from Jam Chakro
to Banaras Chowk was estimated at Rs2.4 billion, wherea, Rs1.9 billion was allocated for the
reconstruction of roads from Banaras Chowk to Nishtar Road and from Teen Hatti to Napier Road.
Regarding the renovation of Manghopir Road from Jam Chakro to Banaras, Channa said water lines
along the road will also be replaced during the reconstruction. He added that tenders for the water lines
had been invited and the replacement work will begin next month.
Meanwhile, no major water lines pass along the road connecting Banaras with Nishtar Road and the
latter. Tenders for their reconstruction have also been invited, Channa said, adding that work on these
roads will begin soon.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 08/05/2018)

Emergency vehicles to have first right on roads under proposed law
In a move to facilitate ambulances or vehicles on emergency or rescue service duty, the Sindh Cabinet
in its meeting on Tuesday, approved amendments in Section 82-A of the Motor
Vehicles Ordinance, 1965. The meeting was chaired by Chief Minister (CM) Murad
Ali Shah.
The amendment, `Duty to make way for emergency vehicle’, means the driver of a
vehicle or any other person, to the extent practicable, shall slow down, move to the left or otherwise,
make all possible efforts to give clear uninterrupted and safe passage to an emergency rescue vehicle
or an ambulance with active warning lights and a siren.
The cabinet was informed that the International Committee of the Red Cross – Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology organised a consultative session to discuss amendments to
the Motor Vehicles Ordinance, 1965 while considering the delays in shifting patients in ambulances due
to traffic. It was discussed that ambulances get stuck in traffic, leaving no clear way to the hospitals,
which results in death of patients. The provisions of the Motor Vehicles Rules were scrutinised for
affecting the desired amendments in the existing law.
The proposed amendments were suggested under the definition of an `ambulance’, where an
ambulance means a vehicle designed or adopted primarily for the purpose of carrying the sick,
wounded or invalid persons or animals and registered as such with the health authority. An emergency
vehicle has been defined as a motor vehicle used only as law enforcement vehicle, fire-brigade or
ambulance to relieve distress. A new word, ‘obstruction’, was added to the amendment, which means
any action by a person, vehicle or otherwise that would hamper, hinder or impede the progress of
another vehicle.
Universities amendment bill referred to assembly with ‘minor changes’
Other important decisions, including the appointment of National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICVD) executive director and the approval of some draft bills were also taken up by the Cabinet. The
draft bills were referred to the Sindh Assembly.
The Cabinet was told that the NICVD was one of the most important institutions and it has established
satellite centres in various districts.
Its director will be retiring tomorrow (Wednesday), therefore a new director may be appointed on the
recommendation of the selection committee.
The Cabinet was told that the selection committee has recommended a panel of two doctors, Prof Dr
Nadeem Qamar as the first choice and Prof Dr Syed Nadeem Rizvi as the second.

The Cabinet unanimously approved the appointment of Dr Qamar for another four years and directed
the services secretary to issue the notification of his appointment.
Sindh cabinet moves to stall NAB functions in province
Many draft laws were approved by the Cabinet, including the Sindh Home-based Workers Act, 2018.
The CM said that the government believed that the provincial policy on home-based workers is inspired
by the vision of an egalitarian society, which is free of exploitation and coercion and where all citizens
are equal before the law and enjoy equal rights to live with dignity and self-respect.
The draft law says that every registered home-based worker shall be entitled to social protection,
medical benefits, grants and other privileges as available to a person falling within the meaning of
workers and workman as envisaged in the Sindh Industrial Act, 2013.
The Cabinet approved the establishment of a 47-member Sindh Environmental Protection Council,
headed by the environment minister and including secretaries of all the departments, divisional
commissioners, the dean of Agriculture University, Tando Jam’s plant protection faculty and two MPAs
as members.
The functions of the council include approving comprehensive provincial environmental and sustainable
development policies and ensuring their implementation within the framework of a conservation
strategy and sustainable development plan.
Taking an oath: Saeed Ghani included in Sindh cabinet
The Cabinet also approved establishment of different committees, including industries, agriculture and
other sectors.
On recommendation of the Sindh High Court chief justice, the Cabinet appointed Justice (retd) Sadiq
Hussain Bhatti as the chairperson of the Sindh Environmental Protection tribunal for four years.
It also approved the appointment of two members of the tribunal, Abdul Rauf Memon, deputy director
(tech) B-18 and Advocate Mohammad Arif as a member for legal matters.
The Sindh Industries Registration Act, 2018 was also approved and referred to the Assembly. The
salient features of the Act include registration and de-registration of industrial undertaking, survey and
inspection of industries, power to call information in public interest or order any survey or inspection
and monitoring of industrial waste and pre-treatment of effluents.
The Cabinet approved the establishment of the Ziauddin University Board of Higher Secondary
Education. In its meeting on December 11 last year, the Cabinet had reached some consensus that
there should be some essential requirements for private education boards. It approved organisational,
legal, financial and other related formalities and requirements, including the submission of a feasibility
report, outlined in the general institutional requirements. These guidelines pertain to registration,
availability of infrastructure and adequate financial resources, examination staff, examination criteria,
affiliation criteria, fee structure, quality assurance, students’ supervision, assessment and others.
The Assembly has passed the bill for regularisation of vets and sent it to the governor for his assent.
The governor has made some observations to revisit the bill and ensure that upon regularisation, the
veterinary doctors may not be transferred from their initial place of appointment till their position is dully
filled by another vet. The Cabinet made the necessary amendment to the bill and re-referred it to the
assembly.
Sindh cabinet approves multiple laws
The cabinet discussed the draft of the Sindh Regularisation of Contract Paid and Work Charged Left
Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) Employees Act, 2018. Under the proposed law, the services of 2,601
employees of LBOD will be regularised. The Cabinet approved the draft and referred it to the
Assembly.

The health department presented a draft bill before the Cabinet for regularisation of doctors and other
paramedic staff appointed on a contract basis. A committee was formed under Jam Khan Shoro with
the health and law secretaries as its members. The committee was directed to meet and go through
clauses of the draft bill so that doctors and other staff could be regularised.
(By By Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, 04, 09/05/2018)

Sindh's transport projects are on the road to nowhere
The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)-led Sindh government gets full marks for its ambition to set up a
perfect transport system, which it has dutifully reflected in each year’s budget
during its two consecutive terms in the province.
But when it comes to actual implementation, the government has failed miserably.
A number of transport projects in the province are still nothing more than words on
paper. Without having seen the light of day, these projects are mentioned in each
year’s budget while some of the projects listed in the previous budget with no progress are removed.
Ghost bus projects
The PPP has long-desired to set up the best intercity transport model in the province but it has failed to
deliver. It all started with the Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Diesel Buses project, which was first
introduced in the Sindh government’s Annual Development Programme (ADP) of 2011-12.
After glorifying the programme as a common man’s project for four consecutive years in the budget
documents, the Sindh government wiped it out in the 2015-16 fiscal year without any explanation. The
buses were supposed to connect major urban centres of upper and lower Sindh to Karachi.
BRTS will cater to less than a tenth of Karachi’s transportation needs
Instead, the Larkana Intercity Project, including 25 diesel buses, was mentioned in the 2015-16 ADP as
an unapproved project. The government earmarked Rs100 million for 50 diesel buses for the project
and set a target date of June, 2016, subject to approval.
In the ADP of 2016-17, its completion date was extended till June, 2017 and Rs250 million was
allocated for it. An official of the Sindh transport department said that this particular project is currently
with the planning and development department for the procurement of the buses.
In the same ADP, the 60 Intercity Bus Project for Karachi was also announced as an unapproved
project. All these proposals, like so many others remained on paper. Earlier, their date of completion
was June, 2017 which was extended to June, 2018 in last year’s ADP.
Drivers’ training school
One of the PPP’s main goals since it came into power after General Pervez Musharraf’s regime has
been to establish a drivers’ training school. For this purpose, it introduced the Rehabilitation of Drivers’
Training School scheme under public-private partnership mode in Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur and
Larkana. This particular scheme has been a regular feature in Sindh’s ADP since 2009-10.
Sindh govt rehashes this year’s transport budget projects for upcoming year
The school building exists in Karachi’s SITE. An official of the transport department, requesting
anonymity, told The Express Tribune that the Motorway Police showed interest in the project a few
years ago and submitted a proposal, which the Sindh government rejected.
Bus terminals
Since 2011, the Sindh government wanted to construct bus terminals throughout the province, but has
failed to do so for reasons unknown. Initially, the Construction of Bus Terminals in Thatta, Badin and
Kamber-Shahdadkot at Miro Khan project was reflected in the ADP of 2011-12 as an unapproved
project with a target date of completion by June, 2012.

In 2017-18’s ADP, the project appeared for the fourth consecutive time with a targeted completion date
of June, 2018 along with Construction of Bus Terminal at Garhi Khairo and Construction of Mini Bus
Terminal near Shah Hussain Bypass Taluka Khairpur as two separate projects – both unapproved with
target dates of completion by June, 2018.
Traffic signal upgrades
It was in the 2016-17 budget, when the Sindh government felt the need to upgrade traffic signals in big
cities of the province. Hence, the project, Upgradation of Traffic Signals in Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur,
Larkana and Mirpurkhas, featured in the ADP as an unapproved project with a target date of
completion as June, 2017. However, in the ADP of 2017-18, the project was featured once again.
32 new buses to run on Sharae Faisal next month
BRT lines – a dream
While the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lines are operational in other big cities of the country, the port city is
still crying for a mega transport project. The infrastructure of the federal government funded Green Line
is expected to be completed by May from Surjani Town till Guru Mandir, which is 17.8 kilometres-long.
However, the provincial government funded Orange Line BRT – also known as the Edhi Line – which is
only 3.9km-long from Town Municipal Administration Office in Orangi Town till Matric Board Office
intersection is not expected to be completed anytime soon. This project was first reflected in the ADP of
2014-15 and was supposed to be completed by June, 2017. In last year’s ADP its targeted date of
completion was June, 2018.
The Red Line BRTS from Safoora Chowrangi to Tower stretched over 31km and was first reflected in
the ADP of 2015-16. At the time it was 85% funded by a Chinese loan and 15% by the Sindh
government.
Things then changed and in the 2016-17 ADP, the government divided the Red Line BRT into three
components – detailed design, capacity building and operation and technical assistance through the
Asian Development Bank (ADB). “We also have an understanding with the ADB that they will provide
support in executing the project,” an official of the Sindh transport department said.
Sindh CM launches $98m World Bank-assisted project to make Karachi ‘livable’
The detailed design component is an approved project, which had a target date of completion of June,
2017 and later 2018. Construction of the Red Line is an unapproved project under the public-private
partnership mode with a targeted date of completion of June, 2020.
Red Line BRT Project Director Rasheed Mughal told The Express Tribune that the concept design of
the BRT has been completed and the detailed design is expected to be finished by October this year.
After finalising the project cost, he said that the construction work can be initiated by January, 2019.
According to last year’s ADP, the cost of the Blue Line BRT’s infrastructure from Sohrab Goth till Tower
was supposed to be borne by the Sindh government in two parts of Rs7.74 billion and Rs5.16 billion
respectively. However, an official said that the entire project has now been moved to the public-private
partnership mode, for which tenders have been invited.
For the Yellow Line BRT, the Sindh government has already inked a concession agreement with the
China Urban Elected Company under public-private partnership and a financial close is expected soon.
Last year, the shifting of utilities for the Yellow Line BRT was part of the ADP as an unapproved project
with a target completion date of June, 2020. However, no work has been initiated on ground yet.
Transport Secretary Saeed Awan was not available for comments, despite repeated attempts.
KCR hangs in the balance
The Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) was reflected in the Sindh government’s ADP for 2017-18 after a
gap of several years. According to the budget document of the transport and mass transit department,

Rs241 million was earmarked for the construction of a fence along the existing alignment of the KCR as
an ‘unapproved project’ with a completion date of June, 2020.
Chinese interested in Sindh’s transport sector
Apart from this, the Sindh government was supposed to have its own equity, along with funds from
China, for the revival of the KCR. The project has now been included in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune, 04, 10/05/2018)

Construction of Green Line underpass has become a traffic nightmare
Crossing Gurumandir and Numaish has become nothing less than a nightmare for commuters. The
entire area has been dug up for the past nine months and no proper diversions
have been provided by the authorities to facilitate traffic.
The underpass for the federal government-funded Green Line Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) project, which should have been completed by now, is currently under
construction in the area. However, lack of coordination, ill-planning and red tape on the part of the
Sindh government has halted construction work.
Why it matters
Numaish is one the most important places in the port city. It not only connects other parts of the city
with the central business district area and Saddar but is also a major route for all religious processions
that take place in the city during Muharram and on Rabiul Awwal.
Major hospitals such as Civil Hospital, Karachi, Taj Medical Complex, the Sindh Institute of Urology and
Transplantation and Dow Medical College can be reached by passing through this intersection. Main
commercial hubs such as Empress Market, Boulton Market, Soldier Bazaar, Bohri Bazaar, Zainab
Market can all be reached after crossing Numaish, especially for those coming from districts Central,
East and Malir.
Proposed Red Line BRT to connect Model Colony with Numaish
Educational centres such as DJ Sindh Government Science College, Adamjee
Government Science College, SM Law College and NED University’s city campus
are also reached by crossing Numaish. Saint Lawrence School and Saint Patricks
High School and Mama Parsi Girl Secondary School are also in the vicinity. Saint
Lawrence Church, Saint Patricks Church and the Aga Khani Jamaat Khana are
also in the adjoining areas.
To add salt to the commuters’ wounds, the other routes to reach these places in Saddar are also going
through some major construction work in a separate project, the ‘Revival of Surrounding of Empress
Market and its Adjoining Areas’. The Cultural and Education Hub project near the Arts Council of
Pakistan and DJ Science College is also under way at the same time.
Lack of coordination
The Green Line BRT is being constructed with the federal government’s funds all the way from Surjani
Town till Tower. Initially it was supposed to be constructed till Gurumandir, but in 2017 its reach was
extended till Numaish and later till Tower.
After the feasibility studies were carried out, the underpass was dug up in August, 2017 at Numaish to
provide a segregated corridor for the Green Line. “Everything was completed with the consent of the
Sindh government,” an official of the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL) –
the company looking after the construction work on the federal government’s behalf – told The Express
Tribune on the condition of anonymity.

Sindh’s transport projects are on the road to nowhere
Then, all of a sudden, in October, 2017 the official said that they had to halt construction work because
the Asian Development Bank (ADB)-funded Red Line BRT from Safoora to Numaish had to be
integrated in the Green Line’s track at Numaish. Earlier, the official said that it was decided that the
Red and Yellow lines would join the Green Line’s track at Gurumandir.
“Once the construction work kicked off, the ADB informed us that the Red Line would come from
Sharae Quaideen and will enter the underpass from Numaish,” the official explained.
“For this purpose, they wanted an opening on the left and right sides of the
underpass.”
Due to such major changes in the design, the official said that for two months they
kept on discussing its practicality. Then its feasibility study was again carried out and in the meantime,
the public faced the brunt of authorities’ lack of coordination.
Tenders issued
KIDCL Chief Financial Officer Zubair Channa seems optimistic. He told The Express Tribune that a
revised design has already been prepared and a new tender for the project was issued last week.
In a matter of three to five months, he said that a roof would be laid at Numaish after digging up the
remaining portions. “Traffic would be at ease then,” he said, adding that further construction activities
will then take place inside the tunnel.
A Karachi rapid transport project in limbo
There will be right bus stations built underground for the Red, Yellow and Green lines. Apart from this,
there will also be a parking facility for buses on both sides of the underpass and proper cross
ventilation.
Now the length of the underpass will be 454 metres where earlier it was a mere 15m. It will now be 28m
wide. The cost of the project has also been increased from Rs800 million to Rs8.5 billion. No official of
the Sindh government was available for comments.
Traffic police
Amid all this, the traffic police were never taken on board. “Only we know how we facilitated the
Muharram processions in the area,” said Traffic DIG Imran Yaqoob, adding that it is unfortunate that
the planning, phasing and timelines of construction projects are never honoured, due to which the
traffic police faced the most difficulties.
It will be very difficult for the traffic police to manage the traffic at Numaish and Gurumandir in
Ramazan, he predicted.
(By Oonib Azam The Express Tribune, 04, 14/05/2018)

Transport workers
LONG-HAUL trucks, trailers and big intercity buses — the most noticeable vehicles on the roads, for their
mammoth bodies and exotic art — are operated by workers who are the least visible
and seldom talked about in Pakistan’s work sphere. It is their workplaces — roads,
highways and motorways, bridges and infrastructure — that get all the attention.
Policymakers plan projects, allocate resources, inaugurate sections of motorways;
citizens complain of potholes, drive fast on newly built roads and dislike heavy vehicles plying the city’s
arteries. All the while, transport workers — drivers, conductors, cleaners, helpers — go about their work
shadowed by ‘informality’ and play their silent role in the economy.
The transport sector — road, rail, sea and air — is the fifth largest sector in terms of employment
following agriculture, services, manufacturing and construction, and it employs six per cent of the total

workforce. The sector is dominated by road transportation where workers struggle with low wages, long
working hours, poor work conditions, occupational health hazards and lack of social protection. Highly
informal and fragmented, the road transport sector is characterised by a weak regulatory framework and
non-compliance with labour laws.
This labour force works under immense pressure.
Aside from health and safety risks, such as accidents, exposure to dust and fumes, fatigue,
musculoskeletal disorders, poor sleep, blood pressure, use of drugs and stimulants, and HIV/AIDS, road
transport workers experience stress, humiliation and aggression at the hands of law enforcers and
passengers. Besides, there is the risk of vandalism, robbery and vehicle theft where the consequences
have to be borne by the workers.
The majority of road transport workers come from the rural areas, pushed out onto the roads due to
diminishing livelihood opportunities and consequent rural-to-urban migration. Many tend to enter the
sector when their income-generating activities as petty shopkeepers, tailors, goldsmiths, manual labour,
cleaners, mechanics etc collapse under the pressure of contingencies such as prolonged illness or loss of
assets, or of market forces in the absence of social safety nets.
Prior to devolution, the Road Transport Workers Ordinance, 1961, regulated hours of work and other
conditions of employment. The Industrial and Commercial Employment (Standing Orders) Ordinance,
1968, was applicable to road transport services but excluded unregistered small and micro enterprises.
The enactment of labour laws by the provinces remains haphazard. The Provincial Motor Vehicles
Ordinance, 1965, was amended in Sindh as the Provincial Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2014. The
Sindh Terms of Employment Act, 2015, and the Sindh Payment of Wages Act, 2017, include transport
workers but there is no implementation of the law as the labour inspectorate lacks the capacity to inspect
mobile workplaces. Meanwhile, the draft Sindh Road Transport Act, 2015, has yet to be finalised.
Ideally, regulatory and governance mechanisms of road transportation should be unified and integrated
under a central policymaking authority as transport encompasses the length and breadth of the country.
Unfortunately, even before the 18th Amendment, transport-sector governance suffered from a plethora of
provincial and federal regulatory mechanisms working independently of each other. The confusion might
increase as road transportation is expected to grow under CPEC.
The road transport labour force comprises male wage workers and self-employed operators owning a
single or more vehicles purchased on loans from moneylenders on exploitative terms. According to the
World Bank, 79pc are small entrepreneur owner-operators with one to five vehicles, 20pc own individually
or jointly more than 10 vehicles, and only 1pc is composed of large companies with more than 100
vehicles. Due to flawed policies and neglect of the railways, the road network carries the burden of 96pc
of freight and 92pc of passenger traffic.
The World Bank has assessed that modernising the sector requires reforms that would impact adversely
thousands of non-farm rural and urban poor households. As the transport sector is dominated by one
ethnic group, ie Pakhtuns, reforms are likely to create social conflict and would require mitigation, noted
the World Bank. One wonders why policymakers cannot come up with worker-friendly reform strategies
for the sector aiming for assimilation and transformation rather than uprooting and imposing a new
system. The government should opt for ILO Recommendation 204 (transition from an informal to a formal
economy) if it wants to address the informal nature of work in the transport sector.
Modernising the transport infrastructure and regional connectivity is a pillar of Vision 2025. But
infrastructure is not just about erecting edifices. It entails governance, maintenance and sustainability. If it
does not benefit all the stakeholders, it is as good as a dead horse.
(By Zeenat Hisam Dawn, 09, 06/06/2018)

Hand-controlled rickshaws given to disabled persons
“Polio in childhood left me crippled. People thought I was good for nothing but I had to prove them
wrong,” said Mohammad Imran.
“Struggling all my life, I have done so many things. I am a full-fledged plumber, a
mechanic, a welder. But I couldn’t find work despite all that. People took pity on me
instead of believing in me. They would tell me they felt like they were doing a sin by
giving me work because I was a cripple,” he added.
Imran is the chief rickshaw driver who also trained others at Network of Organisations Working for People
with Disabilities, Pakistan (NOWPDP).
On Monday, the organisation held the launching of their Rickshaw Project.
They were giving keys to special hand-controlled rickshaws to persons with disabilities. Six white
rickshaws with matching doors and bird wings painted on the front were lined in the parking lot of
NOWPDP House.
The drivers going to get them as a part of the organisation’s economic empowerment project sat waiting
nearby, some of them in their wheelchairs.
Mohammad Wasim said that he, too, was stricken with polio as a child, but he didn’t let that hold him
back.
“I learnt fancy embroidery work after studying till class seven. But I have been finding it very hard to find
work for a while now,” he said.
“Then one of my friends, who knew of NOWPDP as he had received funding from the organisation for
expanding his business, told me about his experience with them.
“That’s when I approached them too and after a training course in rickshaw driving from Imran Bhai here I
am getting my own wheels to help me earn my livelihood. They only ask me to pay them Rs200 a day,
which is most reasonable,” he said.
Syed Rehman, another disabled person getting a rickshaw, said that he already drove one to make a
living.
“But that’s a normal rickshaw, not a hand-controlled one. My right leg doesn’t work. I drive it with great
difficulty and I also have to pay the rickshaw owner Rs300 at the end of each day,” he said.
“Now, I will have the rickshaw which has been specially designed for my needs,” he said.
About how he came to know of the organisation, Rahman said that Imran was a friend of a friend who told
him about the project.
Mohammad Azeem too was waiting there on a motorcycle to receive his rickshaw.
“Driving a rickshaw is similar to riding a motorcycle,” he said, adding that he was working in a plastic
moulding factory earlier from where he was discharged.
“The machines were a bit high for me so the seth sahib there thought I was coming more in the way of the
work than being helpful. Then I met Imran Bhai, who taught me how to drive these special rickshaws,” he
said turning the key in his rickshaw which didn’t start. Imran then noticing this called out to his student to
pull the choke. The engine started.
“I am glad I was able to help them,” said Imran.

“I go around visiting one neighbourhood after another looking for disabled persons like myself so that I
can spread awareness about NOWPDP and how it can help them earn instead of depending on others. It
is so sad that earlier the only advice given to them by their own family is that they are good for nothing
and a burden fit for begging only,” he added.
“With help from a rickshaw manufacturing company they had come up with a modified or retrofit rickshaw
for the disabled. But when I tried driving it, I realised that it may not need legs to drive it but still it needed
three hands,” he smiled.
“I asked permission to let me work on it a little. On getting permission, I modified it further because being
a disabled person I knew what was missing and understanding mechanics I knew automotive engineering
too,” he said before gesturing with his chin towards a three-wheeler motorcycle. “I modified this as well to
suit my needs,” he said.
Amin Amir Andani, NOWPDP’s external engagement manager, said that their organisation mainly
focuses on two things — vocational training and economic empowerment of disabled persons.
“The Rickshaw Project is for empowering them economically. It is to help them earn their own living,” he
said, adding that in 2017, they also provided vocational training to some 350 disabled individuals while
also helped in their job placement.
“We place them with mainstream organisations. There are white-collar as well as blue-collar jobs. For
instance, we got so many persons, who were visually-impaired, jobs with call centres,” he said.
When asked if everything goes well following such placements, he shook his head. “Well, not always.
“The organisations are initially quite enthusiastic about hiring them as there is a five per cent job quota for
the disabled and when they don’t hire them they have to pay the minimum wage penalty for it to the
government.
“But then there are the challenges as these people are also working somewhere for the first time. Some
also quit after a little while for which we provide replacements. Still, unless the organisations are not
sensitised by our teams to the issues of the disabled, they even opt to pay the minimum wage penalty
rather than hire them,” he explained.
“We also work with the Institute of Architects of Pakistan to check for accessibility at the organisations
hiring these individuals. They should have ramps, etc,” he pointed out.
Getting back to the Rickshaw Project, Andani said it will change their lives.
“We have a lease model for the rickshaws. Initially, they have to pay us Rs200 a day but after a time we
will make them the owners of these rickshaws.
“They know this and will take special care of the vehicles, looking after their maintenance, etc, with this
fact in mind,” he said.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 18, 12/06/2018)

No elevated track on MA Jinnah Road, according to newly proposed design
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has suggested the federal government to construct the Green
Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project’s phase II from Taj Medical Complex to
Municipal Park on the ground level instead of an elevated passage, as decided
earlier.
This could help create a common corridor for Red Line, Blue Line and Yellow Line
BRTs in the future. The ADB has proposed the construction of a dedicated corridor for the Green Line

BRT on the median of MA Jinnah Road, which is one of the busiest roads of the metropolis. Two
underpasses have also been proposed at the intersections of MA Jinnah Road with Aga Khan III Road
and Doctor Dawoodpota Road, whereas, the intersections of MA Jinnah Road at Capri Cinema and
Tibet Centre are to be made signal-free, according to the proposal.
The initial design for the proposed changes has already been presented to the board of governors
(BoG) of the Karachi Infrastructure Development Company Limited (KIDCL), the executing authority of
the BRT project. Once the board approves it, a detailed design for the project will be prepared.
Work on the Green Line BRT project started in December 2016 and was supposed to be completed in
December 2017. However, the project’s completion has been delayed due to several factors, including
objections raised by the Sindh government and the Quaid-e-Azam Mazar Management Board. The first
phase of the BRT, which connects Surjani Town and Gurumandir is in the final stages of completion.
Construction of Green Line underpass has become a traffic nightmare
Since work started on the BRT, its original plan has been amended twice and after the new proposal by
the ADB, a third change may lead to further delays in the project.
Reasons for redesigning
KIDCL Finance General Manager Zubair Ahmed Channa told Daily Express that the Quaid-e-Azam
Mazar Management Board had raised an objection to the elevated track of the Green Line BRT as it
would violate the law, which forbade constructions over the height of 91 feet within the radius of 1.2
kilometres around the mausoleum.
“We changed the design and decided to construct an underpass at Numaish intersection,” said
Channa. However, when the design of the underpass was finalised and work started, the provincial
government asked the KIDCL to amend the design as the Red Line, Yellow Line and Blue Line BRTs
were also being planned and they all would merge at the Numaish intersection. The KIDCL
accomodated the provincial government’s request and issued a new tender accordingly. The KIDCL
officer said that work on the modified underpass will start soon.
The KIDCL then approached the ADB, which is its consultant for the project, to propose changes in the
design to satisfy all stakeholders.
The ADB has now submitted the new design for the BRT Phase II, Channa said, adding that three
technical members of the KIDCL have also approved the design. Now, it will be presented to the BoG,
which is scheduled to meet next week, he explained. Once the board has approved the initial design, a
detailed design will be prepared and work on the second phase will commence in August and will be
targeted to be completed by June 2019, Channa said.
South Asia’s first underground bus station to be constructed at Numaish
According to the KIDCL officer, the new design has all the required provisions that will make it possible
for the other BRTs to use the same corridor. There are also provisions for a bus bay, parking area and
crossing in the new design.
MA Jinnah Road intersections
According to the proposed plan, dual carriageway underpasses will be constructed on the intersections
of MA Jinnah Road with Agha Khan III Road and Dr Dawoodpota Road. The intersection on MA Jinnah
Road at Capri Cinema and Tibet Centre will be made signal-free.
The traffic from Capri Cinema will flow towards Tower as usual and there will be left turn for commuters
to go to Empress Market. However, traffic coming from Garden will not be able to go directly to
Empress Market.
There will also be U-turns for both ways over the underpasses. Alternative routes will be provided to
commuters during the construction phase.

The large-scale construction on MA Jinnah Road would mean that the road will not be available for
commuters, which in turn would create severe traffic chaos in the surrounding area of Saddar. Channa
echoed the same thoughts, adding that initiating work on the second phase of Green Line BRT will not
be easy.
BRT construction: ‘Sprinkle more water to control dust pollution’
MA Jinnah Road is one of the key thoroughfares of the city as it links Saddar, Boulton Market, Civil
hospital, City Courts and Karachi Metropolitan Corporation to other areas of the city. Thousands of
commuters travel on MA Jinnah Road on a daily basis.
“People are surely going to face short term difficulty during the construction,” Channa said. “However,
in the long run they will also reap its benefits after the project is completed.” Channa also claimed that
the first phase of the Green Line BRT between Surjani Town and Gurumandir will be completed by
June 30 and handed over to the Sindh government.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 16/06/2018)

New transport policy for sustainable mobility
PAKISTAN has been struggling to meet its fast-growing demand for transport and provide quality
transportation to a rapidly urbanising population.
Standing at around 208 million, the nation is already the sixth most populous in the
world with a 2.4 per cent growth rate. The Planning Commission has estimated that
Pakistan’s population travels nearly 400 billion passenger-kilometres (pkm) each
year, which is expected to rise to 1,000bn pkm by 2030 and add pressure on the transport infrastructure.
The urban population accounts for approximately 76m or 36pc of the population and is set to reach
around 60pc by 2025. Keeping this in mind, investments in road transport infrastructure and mass transit
systems have so far been the focus.
Yet, such improvements have fallen short of the challenge at hand, resulting in growing congestion and
both environmental and safety problems. Karachi, Peshawar and Lahore have been ranked low in terms
of liveability due to the environmental quality.
Transport itself contributes 22.3pc to the services sector GDP and accounts for approximately 6pc of the
nation’s total employment, says the Planning Commission that has recently got approved a National
Transport Policy from the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz government as a starting point to be followed
with sectoral master plans.
An underlying theme of the policy seeks fares of all transport modes to reflect true costs, including
environmental and social externalities
The development in the transport sector has been unbalanced with no coherent institutional framework or
up-to-date legislation. This has resulted in poor integration of transport services, underutilising the full
potential of road, rail, air, ports, pipelines and waterways in Pakistan.
On the other hand, the local logistics industry is under-developed and does not provide cost-effective and
integrated modern logistics services.
Pakistan ranked 68th on the World Bank’s Logistics Performance Index of 160 nations in 2016 for the
quality of trade and transport infrastructure, although it has improved from its 110th position in 2010.
Although the new National Transport Policy did not concede to a demand from stakeholders for the
creation of a transport ministry for coordinated development of the entire transport chain, it nevertheless
wants to upgrade and modernise all the transport modes in an integrated manner through a cabinet
committee on transport to be chaired by the Prime Minister.

An underlying theme of the policy seeks fares of all transport modes to reflect true costs, including
environmental and social externalities.
Urban transport will be a single integrated system for public/private transport, non-motorised transport,
and freight transport. Individual urban transport master plans will be developed for all major cities on a 10year time frame and with a 20-year horizon.
Public transport will cover the metropolitan urban area, integrating the main destinations with inter-urban
transport terminals. Mass transit systems, including bus rapid transit and commuter rail lines will be
considered for all cities.
Freight will be routed through dedicated freight corridors, limiting urban pass-through transport. For large
urban cities, final mile distribution centres will be established.
The priority for passenger transport by road will be to enhance the usage of non-motorised transport and
public transport. Private transport will be considered complementary to non-motorised transport.
For freight, the predominant movement by road transport will increasingly be shifted to rail and pipeline by
better integration of agriculture and industry to rail stations, dry ports, and pipelines.
Rural roads will remain vital for providing accessibility to local communities and public services, while
urban roads will be designed to support efficient and effective urban transport. The international road
transport will be supported by accession to and implementation of relevant international road transport
agreements and conventions.
Railway operations would be organised to become more commercially viable and will remain in the public
sector. Private sector participation in railway operations and maintenance will be encouraged and
promoted, in ways that serve the public interest.
For passengers, rail transport will prioritise the provision of fast and reliable inter-urban services between
all major urban centres. For freight, rail transport will focus on the provision of long-haul transport,
particularly of container, trailer and bulk commodities, to reduce the share of freight moving on the road
network.
Direct connectivity to, and inter-modal connections between the ports, dry ports and industrial areas will
be enhanced. Dedicated inter-modal terminals for passengers will be provided within and near urban
areas to connecting public transport.
Air transport will be liberalised in accordance with the open skies policy on a reciprocal basis to stimulate
new entrants establishing new routes and increasing the number of flights to and from Pakistan. Specific
domestic routes for socio-economic purposes will be targeted via Public Service Obligations.
Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority will be restructured, separating its regulatory and service provision
responsibilities. The CAA may enter into suitable public-private partnerships for operation, management
and development of airports.
The maritime sector shall be geared to become a major engine of growth through its support and
facilitation of international trade. Karachi port and Port Qasim will serve as the primary international
gateway ports for all types of commodity shipments, with Gwadar Port balancing national trade
opportunities, transhipment and regional transit.
Oil, gas and bulk liquid will principally be transported via pipelines. Bulk dry commodities will be
considered via slurry pipelines or conveyors upon establishment of a supporting business case. Pipeline
connections will be established to ports, terminals, refineries, storage depots, dry ports, airports, industrial
zones and to the periphery of urban areas.
(By Khaleeq Kiani Dawn, Business & Finance, 03, 19/06/2018)

Rs7.7bn theme and safari park project ignores animal welfare
Animal well-being and welfare, a subject which requires high priority at least at state-run facilities for
captive species, has been completely ignored in an ambitious project that the
government plans to launch at Safari Park, sources told Dawn on Monday.
It’s the second project, the first currently in progress at the zoo, in recent years in
which the government had solely focused on how it might earn revenue from these
facilities while overlooking the whole range of technical aspects involved in animal welfare and visitors’
education, they said.
Titled ‘KMC Theme and Safari Park’, the project is estimated to cost Rs7.7bn and will be executed under
a public-private partnership.
According to sources, the Safari Park received this project after remaining in serious financial straits for
the past two years. It seems that both the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) running the park and
the local government are now ready to work hand in hand to generate revenue through infrastructural
development for recreation.
‘The problem lies with the official mindset, looking at animals as a source for visitors’ entertainment’
The government, the sources said, had initiated the pre-qualification process by inviting an expression of
interest through newspaper advertisements.
The project has two components: a 28-acre theme park, which would include rides, entertainment and
business centres and other facilities for public attraction, and a Safari Park spread over 81 acres.
“The Safari Park will include a pet farm auditorium, splash zone and the spectacular safari ride in which
additional 78 animals will be procured and adequately placed with the existing animals in an uncaged
environment with adequate safety measures,” a document says.
“The project cost may be escalated given that approximately 50 per cent of the project cost comprised
imported items, including rides, equipment, animals, etc.”
The project, according to the document, would be executed on a build-operate-and-transfer basis for 32
years. The concession period includes a procurement period of two years and an operational period of 30
years. The government of Sindh would be required to enter into a lease/licence arrangement with the
concessionaire, which will be responsible for operating and maintaining the Theme Park and Safari Park
“in accordance with applicable standards”.
“Concessionaire will be entitled to charge user fees and will share a certain percentage of revenues with
the government. At the end of the concession period, all the project assets will be handed over to the
government free of cost having a current value of almost Rs8bn.”
The project document, however, has no mention of any expenditure under the head of animal wellbeing/welfare and staff induction and training, which the facility desperately needs.
Lessons from zoo project
A senior KMC official on condition of anonymity shared his concerns over the project and said that he had
no hopes after seeing what was happening under the zoo uplift project.
“It’s nothing but tragic that lots of funds have been wasted in raising a new boundary wall for the zoo,
something which wasn’t required at all. Apart from the gaps in the project, it is being executed at a snail’s
pace, causing lots of problems to animals,” he said.
The Safari Park, with the zoo, has been facing official neglect for decades, reducing these facilities to
dumping grounds for wild animals, many of them exotic species imported at high prices.

The modern concepts of upgrading these facilities as places for protecting, raising native endangered
species, educating the public on animal behaviour and reintroducing species in the wild has not inspired
the government mindset.
Resultantly, the KMC or the provincial government has not invested a single penny in staff training in
decades. Both zoo and Safari also suffered from chronic staff shortage.
“The problem lies with the official mindset, looking at animals as a source for visitors’ recreation. This is
simply outrageous,” said a retired KMC official on condition of anonymity.
“Taking care of animals, which is the most important job, is performed by illiterate staff with no training
whatsoever. The government should close down the zoo and Safari if it can’t bring these facilities at par
with international standards. Keeping wild animals without sufficient care is absolute cruelty,” he added.
Government apathy towards the Safari Park could be gauged from the absolute lack of vegetation in the
large area reserved for animals. It had hardly been a few years that the facility was provided with proper
water supply network.
When contacted, Municipal Commissioner Dr Syed Saif-ur-Rehman, who is overseeing both the zoo and
Safari, admitted that the project lacked the component of animal welfare.
“I am trying to focus on this and make it a part of both projects. We need to understand that each animal
has special needs that must be fulfilled if we are keeping them. Else they would suffer from depression
and stress as we do,” he said, adding that though staff training was not part of the project, efforts would
be made to fill that gap.
Answering a question relating to Safari’s land under litigation, he said the claim on the land was “false”
and it would not affect the project for which the government would provide loan.
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 15, 19/06/2018)

Oil tanker owners not willing to relocate, mayor informs SC
Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar informed the Supreme Court (SC) on Wednesday that despite the
passage of one year after the inauguration of the Zulfiqarabad Oil Terminal, oil
tanker owners were not willing to use it for the parking of their tankers.
Wasim along with representatives of the Oil Tankers Association attended the
hearing regarding the oil terminal at the SC Karachi Registry. Chief Justice (CJ)
Mian Saqib Nisar headed the bench.
The SC ordered that no oil tanker will be allowed to be parked in Shirin Jinnah Colony after 15 days.
The apex court also directed the mayor and Advocate Zia Awan to pay a visit to the terminal site.
However, Oil Tankers Association President Yousuf Shehwani contended that the mayor had been
lying and the tanker owners were willing to relocate at the terminal. The bench censured Shehwani for
disrespectfully referring to the mayor and terming his statement a lie.
The association president argued that of 200 acres of land allotted for the terminal, only 130-acre
space was available for tankers, to which Justice Nisar asked the mayor to explain why the project was
not completed.
Authorities have three weeks to submit work plan
The mayor, however, insisted that the work was completed. He suggested that the court send its nazir
to the site to verify his claim.

The nazir will go and submit a report, Justice Nisar said. The CJ also hinted that he might visit the
terminal himself to see whether it had been completed or not.
No tankers should be seen in Shirin Jinnah Colony after 15 days, the apex court remarked. Justice
Nisar warned that if oil tanker owners resorted to strike against their relocation, they would be sent
behind the bars.
Shehwani argued that the deadline given by the SC was too short and it was not possible for the tanker
owners to relocate within 15 days. The CJ, however, dismissed his argument, stating that oil tanker
owners should fear God.
The court directed the mayor to join the inspection teams on their visit to the terminal and present
findings on the next hearing.
CJP orders removal of posters complimenting him in Sindh
During the hearing, Justice Nisar also inquired about the cleaning of nullahs in Karachi. The CJ asked
the mayor how many drains had been cleaned in Karachi and whether he was willing to take the bench
on an inspection visit of nullahs. Wasim suggested to the bench to visit Nehr-e-Khayyam.
Visit to nullahs
Later, Justice Nisar, accompanied by the mayor, inspected the cleaning work on two nullahs.
They first visited Nehr-e-Khayyam in Clifton. Breifing the CJ about the work on the drain, the mayor
said Nehr-e-Khayyam had also been receiving sewage from the residences nearby. He also informed
the CJ about encroachments that have been built over the drain and its surroundings throughout its
route.
Justice Nisar asked the mayor how long it would take to transform the drain, to which Wasim replied it
could take three to four months.
After Nehr-e-Khayyam, the CJ and mayor visited the drain in Manzoor Colony near Qayyumabad
Chowrangi. The mayor informed the CJ that the drain had been in a neglected state for years and now
the city government had started its repair and cleaning work after receiving funds from the provincial
government.
CJP transfers Faisal Raza Abidi’s contempt case to different bench
Justice Nisar, however, expressed dissatisfaction over the condition of the drain. He remarked that he
could imagine in what state other drains in the city would be.
KPT chairperson summoned
A larger bench headed by Justice Nisar directed the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) chairperson to arrive at a
solution regarding environmental pollution being caused due to the import of coal at the Karachi
seaport.
KPT Chairperson Vice-Admiral Jameel Akhtar and Port and Shipping Secretary Syed Mumtaz Shah
appeared before the SC. The apex court remarked that due to the environmental pollution resulting
from the import of coal, people were being diagnosed with throat and chest cancer. The SC directed
the KPT chairperson to find a solution of the problem.
Jameel informed the SC that he had been holding meetings with coal importers for the past three
months to resolve the issue. The KPT chairperson said he wanted to end the import of coal at the port
as allegations of corruption had surfaced against him.
The SC observed that fundamental rights of people were being violated due to the import of coal.
Directing the KPT chairperson to find a solution of the problem, the apex court summoned him along
with importers on the next hearing.

Mustafa Kamal moves top court against ‘fudged’ census findings
Illegal appointments in police
The SC also summoned the establishment division secretary on the case against illegal appointments
in the police department.
An additional advocate-general informed the court that the department had almost completed its
investigations against illegal appointments. Only investigations against eight police officers were
delayed, which would soon be completed, the SC was informed.
The apex court admitted in its remarks that action against illegal appointment in Sindh Police had been
taken and that the department had already earned laurels in this regard.
However, the bench maintained that while the provincial government had submitted a report on the
officers involved in illegal appointments, the federal government had still not submitted its report.
Summoning the establishment division secretary, the SC adjourned the hearing till June 28.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 21/06/2018)

Political banners removed from pedestrian bridges in Karachi
On the directives of the Election Commission of Pakistan, structured signboards of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) have been removed from Sharae
Faisal and Rashid Minhas Road.
According to District Municipal Corporation (DMC) East Chairperson Moeed
Anwar, all such advertisements and banners have been removed from pedestrian
bridges with the help of law enforcement agencies. Such advertisements, Anwar
said, were illegal in light of the
Supreme Court’s (SC) order.
With the 2018 general election around the corner, Karachi’s skyline is being visually polluted by
banners and advertisements inscribed with political messages cropping up on major thoroughfares
across the city.
GDA accuses caretaker setup of favouring PPP
Signboards displaying the pictures and party affiliation of PPP candidate, Shahzad Memon, from PS103 adorned light poles and pedestrian bridges on at least half of Sharae Faisal and Rashid Minhas
Road, as well as smaller thoroughfares in Gulistan-e-Jauhar, which falls under the jurisdiction of DMC
East and Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF). PTI’s candidate for NA-245, Amir Liaqat Hussain’s
signboards decked the other half of Sharae Faisal.
In 2016, the SC had placed a blanket ban on advertisements on public properties. In its order, the apex
court had ruled that there was no law permitting the installation of outdoor advertising billboards and
signboards on ‘public property’. The court defined the term ‘public property’ as roads, sidewalks,
islands in the centre of a road or service lane, overhead bridges and underpasses, overhead
pedestrian walkways or bridges, roundabouts, green belts or dividers between a road, pedestrian
lanes, nullahs and its banks.
However, there are still areas in Clifton and near Boat Basin where such political banners and
advertisements can be seen and authorities are yet to take any action.
(THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE 04, 24/06/2018)

Oil tanker overturns in Clifton
An oil tanker overturned on Sunday in the Clifton area spilling a large quantity of oil in on the road.

The accident took place in an oil tanker depot located in Shirin Jinnah Colony in Clifton. A large
contingent of police and Rangers personnel reached the site and cordoned off
the area. The road was closed for general traffic, resulting in a traffic jam on
the surrounding thoroughfares.
A crane was called to the site to lift the oil tanker while heavy machinery was
used to clear the oil.
No casualties were reported in the incident. However, the tanker driver
suffered minor injuries.
Road accidents claim five lives
The oil tanker depot in Shirin Jinnah Colony has been a subject of controversy for the past several
years. Many years ago, the Supreme Court (SC) had declared it illegal and directed the authorities to
construct a terminal for the oil tankers at an alternative place, after which work on the Zulfiqarabad Oil
Terminal was initiated.
Time and again, the apex court reprimanded the authorities for delays in the completion of the new oil
terminal. However, on last Wednesday, Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar informed the SC during a hearing
at its Karachi registry that the terminal had been completed. The mayor complained that the oil tanker
owners were not willing to vacate Shirin Jinnah Colony and relocate to the new terminal.
The Oil Tankers Association representatives argued that the mayor was not telling the truth and work
was still in progress on the new terminal, to which, the mayor asked the SC to send its nazir to the site
in order to verify his claims.
The SC ordered that all oil tankers be relocated to the new terminal. No tanker should be seen in Shirin
Jinnah Colony after 15 days, the apex court decreed.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 25/06/2018)

