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Water woes and K-1V
Karachi is experiencing an unprecedented water shortage. But the provincial government is maintaining a stony silence on such
an important issue. Life is unthinkable without water. The K-1V water supply project, which was to augment supplies by 265
MGD, was to be completed by June this year. This deadline, like many other deadlines for government projects, has passed.
The Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly, Firdous Shamim Naqvi, of the Pakistan Tehreek -Insaf, on June 30 took the
provincial government to task by bringing up the issue of water shortage in Karachi. He claimed the K -1V project had been
delayed due to frequent irregularities and changes made in its route to favour influential persons.
Naqvi‘s allegations hold water when we recall the floods of 2010 and 2011. During those days floodwaters were turned away
from lands and properties of influential persons in Sindh. Lands and properties of influential persons were saved at the cost of
severe harm to those without influence. Naqvi claimed that numerous mistakes were made in the planning of the K-1V project
and engineers held the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the provincial government responsible for these mistakes. He
said Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah had promised that an additional 250 MGD water would be made available in June this year.
Naqvi‘s assertion that the people of Karachi have no hope of getting additional water from K -1V in the next two to three years is
worrisome. He said, ―Work on the project remains at a standstill for the past one year for non-payment of share by the Sindh
government.‖ The project is being funded by the federal and Sindh governments. He said the Sindh government ought to tell the
people when the water scarcity would be overcome in the city. The Sindh government had reportedly asked, before the 2018
elections, the Frontier Works Organisation to complete the project before the polls. One does not need to explain this.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 03/07/2019)

MPC agrees to form body to curb water losses, improve distribution
A multiparty conference (MPC) organised by the Sindh government on Friday held deliberations for hours on the prevailing water
crisis in the metropolis and came up with some short- and long-term solutions.
Journalists were not allowed to cover the event that was held behind closed doors at the seventh floor of the New Sindh Secretariat.
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah presided over the meeting that included representatives of the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party,
opposition Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Pak Sarzameen Party, Jamaat-i-Islami, Jamiat Ulema-iIslam, Awami National Party, builders, trade and industry organisations, etc.
After the meeting, a spokesman for the CM said that as a short-term measure the meeting agreed on the formation of a committee
comprising one representative each from all stakeholders to control water losses, theft and improve distribution system.
Murad takes politicians, businessmen, traders into confidence on water crisis in city; says next round will be held in August.
He said the long-term solution included installation of a 50 million gallon daily (MGD) water recycling plant for industries, installation
of a five MGD desalination plant to provide water to the Defence Housing Authority, another larger desalination plant in Hub —
which is part of Balochistan and not Sindh.
But after the meeting, MQM-P leader Khwaja Izharul Hasan told reporters that his party had concerns over the formation of the new
committee and it was beyond his understanding as to why the CM formed a new body despite having the governing body of the
Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.
Murad concedes gravity of water crisis
The CM‘s spokesman said that in his introductory remarks Mr Shah said that there was a serious issue of water in the city.
―In our system hardly 480 MGD water is available against the requirement of 1,000 MGD,‖ the CM said, adding ―If we distribute it
equitably everyone will get a sip and if it is distributed inequitably then it will quench some people‘s thirst but others will die [of]
thirst.‖
He said that he invited political and non-political stakeholders to find out a consensus solution to the problem.
―Our presence here shows that we all have pain in our hearts for the people of Karachi who are facing water shortage,‖ he said,
adding: ―I want you [all participants] to discuss the matter with open heart and mind and then find out a solution so that we work
together to resolve it.‖
512 MGD shortfall
On his directives the managing director of the KWSB, Asadullah Khan, and K-IV project director Asad Zamin gave separate
briefings to the participants.
According to Mr Khan, the official population of the city is 17 million and daily requirement of water at the rate of 45 gallons per
person per day comes to 918 MGD. Presently, total supply of water to city is 580 MGD — 480 MGD water from Dhabeji and Gharo
and 100 MGD from Hub. The water losses recorded in the city are 30 per cent, or 174 MGD, thus the net supply of water to the city
came to 406 MGD, which is 44pc of the demand with a shortfall of 512 MGD, or 56pc of the demand.
Mr Zamin told the meeting that the K-IV project had been given to Nespak for a third-party verification of design.
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The CM‘s spokesperson said that Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Firdous Shamim Naqvi of the PTI said on the
occasion that the KWSB must reduce its water losses, which came to 174 MGD. He suggested the government start recycling the
already used water and provide it to industries and other institutions where required.

Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar said that even if K-IV project was completed the KWSB would not be able to provide water to citizens
because the water distribution system was very defective and obsolete. He suggested a new infrastructure for water distribution and
urged the KWSB to rationalise its staff and let go the old staff members who have failed to deliver.
Khwaja Izhar and Mohammad Hussain of the MQM-P said that the solution to the present crisis lay in stopping water theft and FIRs
must be lodged against those involved in water theft.
‘Sindh govt shouldn’t control KWSB’
PSP chairman and former Karachi mayor Mustafa Kamal said that in the entire 130km strip of the K-IV the most expensive work
was of pumping water. He claimed that out of 660 MGD water only five MGD was required by Bahria Town, but a perception was
created that the entire K-IV project had been diverted for the sake of the mega housing project.
Later, a PSP statement said that Mr Kamal appreciated the CM for convening the conference.
He also said that the Sindh government should not directly control the KWSB and instead give its control to Karachi‘s local
government. He said that elected representatives of union committee should have direct access to issues relating to water and other
utilities.
Shahi Syed of the ANP urged the KWSB to control its water losses so that another 170 MGD or less could be included in the
system.
Javed Bilwani of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry said the people did not pay their water bills and there was a need
to work out slabs for use of water so that the financial position of the KWSB could be improved.
KWSB told to curb water losses
After hearing all participants, the CM announced taking immediate measures to control water losses as well as water theft. He said
by the end of October another 100 MGD and 65 MGD would be added in the system.
He said that he was negotiating with Hubco for procuring a 1,300 MW power plant for Karachi. He said he was also working with
Hubco to install a desalination plant of 1,200 MGD for Karachi.
He said he would speak to the prime minister during his visit to the city on July 12 about the K-IV and desalination projects in Hub.
Taking other immediate steps, he directed the KWSB to flush its water reservoirs, improve billing and recovery system, make an
appropriate and equitable water distribution plan, start water conservancy and install a water recycling plant.
As part of long-term measures, he asked the KWSB to evolve a separate sewerage department within its domain and prepare a
plan for reconstruction of its distribution system and also include the areas where its network has not been laid.
‘WB agrees to finance K-IV’
The CM said that he would invite the participants of the meeting again next month when Nespak would submit its report. ―I would
take all of you into confidence and seek your input to complete the K-IV project,‖ he said.
About K-IV, the chief minister said that the Frontier Works Organisation had given a proposal for construction of a 650 MGD
conveyance system as a one-time activity instead of constructing three different canals.
He added that the other issues were installation of 50 MW power plant required for pumping stations, construction of staff colonies
staff, carrying out electrical and mechanical works and launching of augmentation project.
―All these components will require huge funds. Therefore, I have started talking with the World Bank, which has agreed to finance
the project on the condition of revamping of the KWSB,‖ he said.
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 15, 06/07/2019)

Minister seeks report on Karachi’s water crisis within 48 hours
Sindh Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani has directed senior officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to submit a
report within 48 hours regarding what he called ―artificial water crisis‖ in the metropolis.
He asked the chief engineers and executive engineers of the KWSB to furnish him a report about water situation, supply position
and the issues being faced and the causes for ―artificial water crisis during the last two months‖.
He also directed the local government institutions to continue their ongoing drive under the supervision of the district administration
for removal of garbage from their respective areas.
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The minister, who chaired two separate meetings on Wednesday relating to water situation as well as the cleanliness drive, also
asked the KWSB officials that worsening situation of sewerage and leakages in water lines be tackled on a top-priority basis and the
complaints received through complaint cells be solved and their reports be submitted to him on a daily basis.
Before issuing these directives, the minister was briefed on the pressing issues by the authorities concerned.
He expressed surprise that despite improvement in water supply from the Hub Dam, why had the water crisis suddenly taken an
ugly turn within two months.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 15, 11/07/2019)

Sindh’s water woes
UNDER the scorching sun, they marched north, from Kharo Chan to Thatta. Approximately 1,500 people traversed 140km over the
course of nearly one week by foot. The marchers had a singular demand: the government should put an end to the water crisis they
faced. Their lament is not new. For years, the province has struggled with acute fresh water shortages and loss of land due to soil
erosion. For a country that contains a number of mighty and small rivers along its length and breadth, it is nothing short of a tragedy
that a basic necessity of life cannot be accessed by all its citizens. The reasons for the current crisis are multifold: some allege
mismanagement of water, or decry the increase in illegal fish farms and large-scale irrigation along the Indus. Others bring up
provincial hegemony, which results in smaller provinces being neglected and not receiving their due share. Sindh, in particular, is
largely dependent on the Indus to meet its water needs for drinking and agricultural purposes. It is supposed to receive 42pc of the
shared water from the Indus basin, according to the Water Apportionment Accord 1991, but experts argue the figure needs to be
revised as it does not take into consideration the province‘s current population numbers and changed landscape. Additionally, the
mangroves that once protected the coastal belt from sea intrusion have been destroyed on a large scale due to increased salinity in
the water, along with rapid urbanisation and industrialisation. Despite several replantation drives conducted over the past two
decades, there has been a great loss of land, particularly in the areas between Keti Bandar and Shah Bandar. According to
environmentalists and farmers, much of the Indus delta has now been engulfed by horizontal sea expansion, and its economy and
way of life are threatened.
Some have warned of a worsening situation in the near future, predicting large-scale climate based migration. The reality of climate
change cannot be denied any longer as it threatens lives and livelihoods. Already, the province has suffered greatly and witnessed
both floods and droughts. A water policy that is people-centric at its core and takes the current context of the province into mind is
the need of the hour. Let‘s not forget that water is also a basic human right.
(By Editorial Dawn, 06, 11/07/2019)

12 years on, K-IV project continues facing delays
The K-IV project is facing delays yet again. No plan of action for the completion of the project has been devised by either the
Centre or the Sindh government.
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah invited leaders of various political parties and sought their opinions on the project but no
significant progress has been made in this regard. It seems unlikely that the K -IV project would be completed in the next few
years.
The K-IV project was launched in 2007 to address the water shortage by supplying 25MGD of water. However, the project
remains incomplete despite the passage of 12 years. Initially, the estimated cost of the K-IV project was Rs25b which the federal
and provincial governments were going to share equally. Sources say that the Centre has released around Rs10b for the project
while Sindh government has spent around Rs15b so far but only 15 to 20 per cent of the work has been completed. A 124km long water line has to be laid and 30km of the line would fall in an area where local residents have obtained a stay order from
the court hence the project could not be completed.
Pumping stations for the K-IV project were to be constructed, conduits had to make, besides other work related to electricity had
to be done but nothing could be done so far. Sources claim that neither the Centre nor the Sindh government seems to be
serious about the project. They maintain that the same is true for the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB).
Where the Rs25b – reportedly invested by the Sindh and federal governments – has been utilised, is not known. Some land has
been bought by Sindh government but only 15 to 20 per cent of the work has been done despite the expenditure of Rs 25b which
is the amount the project was initially estimated to cost. The estimated cost has reportedly now reached up to Rs90b.
Senior KWSB officials say that as the situation stands, it is unlikely that the project would be completed in the next five years.
Water shortage prevails in the city but the government‘s efforts are seemingly restricted to only issuing statements about th e
project. Another project, meant to provide 100MGD of water also faces delays with its completion nowhere in sight.
(By Naeem Khanzada The Express Tribune, 04, 17/07/2019)

Many city areas go dry as pipeline bursts
The supply of water to Karachi was suspended for hours following a power breakdown at the Dhabeji pumping station of the Karachi
Water and Sewerage Board in the early hours of Saturday morning.
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The KWSB said that a 72-inch pipeline burst due to the backlog of water as a result of the electricity failure.
The impact of the short supply of water would be felt in different areas of the metropolis including Landhi, Korangi, Shah Latif Town,
Quaidabad, Gulshan, and Malir.
The KWSB said it would take at least eight to 10 hours to get the water pumps functional at their normal capacity again.
It asked people to conserve water.
Meanwhile, the K-Electric claimed that it prioritised power supply to KWSB‘s strategic locations including its pumping stations at
Dhabeji, Pipri and Gharo.
On Saturday, the electricity supply to the Dhabeji pumping station was swiftly restored, a KE spokesperson said, adding that all
KWSB water pumping stations had been exempted from loadshedding.
(By PPI Dawn, 15, 21/07/2019)

City's water supply affected as Dhabeji pipeline bursts again
Water supply to the city was disrupted again as a main water supply line, supplying water from the Dhabeji pumping station to
different parts of Karachi burst due to a sudden electricity breakdown on Saturday.
The damage to the 72-inch-diametre pipeline caused a loss of thousands of gallons of drinking water being supplied to the city.
According to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), repair work on the pipeline is being undertaken and would be
completed by Monday evening.
KWSB officials confirmed that the power to the pumping station was resumed within a few hours but the water supply to a large
part of the city remained suspended.
The Dhabeji pumping station, which pumps water to around 70 per cent of the metropolis, frequently suffers power breakdowns
as a result of which the pipelines burst. According to KWSB officials, the pipelines burst due to the abrup t reverse flow of water
in the event of a power breakdown. Some of the worst-hit areas by the suspension of water supply on Saturday and Sunday
were Korangi, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Gulistan-e-Johar, Malir, New Karachi, North Karachi, Liaquatabad, Federal B. Area, Nazimabad
and other adjacent localities.
KWSB officials claim they have time and again raised concern over the faulty transmission lines of the K -Electric (KE), but the
frequent power breakdowns have not been brought under control.
Karachi‘s overall demand of water is 1.2 billion gallons per day but it is being supplied with only 580 million gallons of water. The
KWSB management has appealed citizens to use water carefully in times of crisis.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 22/07/2019)

Water woes: Karachi goes thirsty as its water goes to waste
With its more than 16 million-strong population, it is no surprise that Karachi is a very thirsty city. Not only do its residents need
water for day-to-day domestic use, but given its status as Pakistan‘s economic hub, the metropolis needs millions of gallons for
its industries as well.
However, in the face of this ever-mounting demand, Karachi has for many years not even received the share of water approved
for it. And this continuously widening gulf between supply and demand has culminated in the worst water crisis the city has
experienced in a decade.
Under its approved share, Karachi should receive 750 millions of gallons per day (MGD) from the Indus River and the Hub Dam.
Due to problems with the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board‘s (KWSB) water distribution system and the lack of capacity at the
Dhabeji Pumping Station, Karachi receives just 580 MGD.
That is not all, however. Over 30% of the water that Karachi does get is wasted day in and day out, leaving the city with jus t 406
MGD.
Persistent negligence on both the Sindh government and KWSB‘s part means Karachi‘s water supply system could not be fixed,
much less improved or upgraded in the last 13 years. Meanwhile, grand schemes to meet Karachi‘s demand for water, like the
K-IV Karachi Bulk Water Supply project, remain stuck in development hell.
Who gets the water?
Although no comprehensive data exists on how much water Karachi‘s domestic, commercial and industrial sectors receive due
to the weak structure of the city‘s water distribution, it is estimated that the KWSB supplies 355.5 MG D to domestic consumers
and 32.5 MGD to industrial and commercial sectors.
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Another 18 MGD is supplied to residential and commercial areas by various water tanker services, according to estimates – 10
MGD to the latter and 8 MGD to the former. Consequently, Karachi receives about 363.5 MGD for domestic consumption and
42.5 MGD for commercial and industrial sectors.
While most of the city‘s bulk water consumers have meters installed, residential and commercial areas in all six districts re ceive
their supply without any meter. In the absence of meters, the volume of water consumed is determined via a formula that factors
in the dimensions of the water pipe and the speed and duration with which the water is supplied.
―It is very difficult to get correct readings off of meters installed for bulk consumers given how inadequate the KWSB water
supply system is,‖ admitted a KWSB engineer, speaking on condition of anonymity.
―Meters are only installed for commercial and industrial sectors, federal and provincial go vernment institutions, residential areas
of the Defense Housing Authority (DHA), cantonment boards, private housing societies, high-rise buildings and government
residential colonies,‖ the engineer said.
He added that bulk consumers receive 126 MGD through the pipeline system, while the remaining residents dwelling in 18 towns
of the city across six districts are provided 262 MGD without any meters.
If bulk consumers are divided into commercial and residential area consumers, then commercial and industrial sectors are
supplied 32.5 MGD while residential areas get 93.5 MGD.
Although Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah recently called a meeting of all stakeholders to discuss Karachi‘s water crisis,
according to sources, questions as to why the city‘s water supply could not be improved and who should be held responsible
were not even discussed.
Under former president Pervez Musharraf‘s regime, then Karachi nazim Mustafa Kamal completed the K -III project, which
supplies 100 MGD, with the federal government‘s help. Since then, however, no other water project has been completed, even
the plan to increase the Dhabeji station‘s capacity by 65 MGD. What‘s more, repair and construction work at the Hub Canal did
not begin at all.
The supply
According to documents available with The Express Tribune, Karachi receives only 494 MGD of its 650 MGD share from
Keenjhar Lake due to shortage of capacity at the Dhabeji station, which manages 450 MGD.
To increase supply from the lake, a 13-kilometre pipeline must be installed to connect Siphon 1 to the Dhabeji station. Even the
PC-1 for this project has not been completed.
And while Karachi has received 100 MGD from Hub Dam for the first time in four years due to a rain -driven increase in water
levels, a huge amount of water has been wasted due to the Hub Canal‘s deteriorating condition. Citizens are also deprived of a
huge volume of water due to low pressure in the KWSB distribution system.
Speaking to The Express Tribune, KWSB Managing Director Asadullah Khan insisted that various efforts to improve Karachi‘s
water supply system are underway.
―We know Karachi is experiencing severe water shortage and work to enhance Dhabeji Pumping Station‘s capacity is underway
at a fast pace,‖ he said, claiming that, ―The reviewed PC-1 has been sent for Sindh government approval and the project will be
completed this September and add 40 MGD to the city‘s supply.‖
Admitting that 30% of the water supplied through the Indus and the Hub Dam is wasted, Asadulluh mainta ined that remaining
development works will begin soon as well and ―attempts will be made to complete them on time.‖
He said that the Local Government Minister Saeed Ghani is taking a special interest in the completion of the water supply
projects.
―On his directives, the PC 1 for installing a 13-kilometre transmission line is being drafted in order to enhance the supply of water
from Siphon 1 to the Dhabeji Pumping Station. The project proposal will be sent to the Sindh government for approval by July
30.‖
―We expect and hope that the government will release the required funds for the project soon after which the project will
immediately commence. We are also trying to control the loss of 30% of the water in cooperation with the World Bank,‖ he
added.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 29/07/2019)

Dozens of villages flooded as dams overflow in district West
Dozens of small villages near the Northern Bypass were flooded on Tuesday as the first spell of the monsoon rain continued to
lash the city for the second consecutive day. The rainwater gushed onto the main Super Highway from the Lat Dam, which
overflowed and stopped at the median dividing the two sides of the motorway, which ultimately proved be the saviour for Saadi
Town and its adjacent areas. The Super Highway, meanwhile, was blocked for traffic for hours.
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Residents of the residential societies built along the Super Highway panicked as they heard news of the incoming torrent.
Meanwhile, dozens of heavy and light vehicles were stranded on the Super Highway, leading from the Northern Bypass to the
Toll Plaza. Rescue workers and officials of the district administration reached the site to control the situation, but given the
circumstances, the army was requisitioned to assist the rescue efforts.
Dozens of villages, including Shahbaz Goth, Wazir Goth, Rasool Bux Brohi Goth and Gabol Goth, located in the area were
flooded, with scores of families moving to safer ground out of fear that the situation could deteriorate in case of a breach in the
Thado and Lat dams.
Saving grace
Pointing to the three-foot-high wall that acts as the median on the Super Highway, a villager, Abdul Sattar, said that the water
was gushing so fast that it would flood Saadi Town and other residential areas located on the right side of the road. ―The wa ter
could not cross the wall,‖ he added.
Sattar told The Express Tribune that the roads leading to the villages were submerged in knee-deep water. ―We can‘t even go to
our relatives‘ houses and there is no contact with them,‖ he informed this correspondent, adding that the water was coming fr om
the hilly areas of Balochistan. ―It happens when heavy rains fall in the mountains, but there is no planning to handle it.‖ He said
that he, along with his friends and other villagers, were engaged in the rescue work since early morning.
Residents panic
A resident of Saadi Town, Danish Rehmani, told The Express Tribune that though the situation was not like that in 2013, there
was panic among the residents. ―The news of villages flooding is coming from other side of the road [Super Highway],‖ he said ,
adding that some of his friends living near the Thado Dam were in critical situation.
Observing the situation, Rehmani, like other residents, has purchased rations for a week. ―Currently, fear exists and residen ts
are not leaving for any safer place but if it [rain] continues, it will certainly bring no good news for residents on this side of the
road,‖ he said.
Another resident of Saadi Town, who had gone to observe the situation around the Super Highway, said that the situation would
be critical if the administration failed to take appropriate measures soon. ―It [water] is coming to our area but I think the
administration will be able to limit its flow,‖ said Kamran Ahmed.
―At least 15 smaller villagers have been badly disturbed by the recent rains,‖ Pakistan Tehreek -e-Insaf‘s (PTI) president for
Sindh chapter and area MPA Haleem Adil Sheikh said. ―I have myself visited these villages and found them flooded.‖ He said
that all these villages were located in the limits of District West.
The PTI leader blamed the Sindh government for poor infrastructure. ―There is panic among the villagers,‖ he said. ―No one from
the government has reached them yet.‖ He said the situation had been created due to the small dams constructed by local PPP
leaders. He added that several villagers were disconnected from the city.
For his part, Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani, who visited the area on Tuesday, said that there was currently no dang er
of flooding in Saadi Town, Scheme 33 and their adjoining areas.
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 04, 31/07/2019)

Water crisis
WHEN the 1,000 to 1,500 protesters from Kharo Chan completed their ‗long march‘ to Thatta in July, cries of ―Karbala, Karbala‖
could be heard from amongst them. This was reportedly the third march of its kind since January — all part of an attempt to draw
the government‘s attention to the acute water crisis that is being faced by the coastal communities of Sindh. Marchers complained
about the difficulty they had in simply accessing clean drinking water for themselves. For years, the Indus delta region has suffered
from freshwater shortages and loss of land due to soil erosion. With a rising population, unequal distribution of resources and the
pain of climate change being felt throughout the land, their cries turned louder. Sadly, they continue to fall on deaf ears. However, it
seems that this predicament is not unique to them, but part of a worrying global trend. According to new data released by the World
Resources Institute, 17 countries around the world have to contend with ―extremely high‖ water stress — in other words, a quarter of
the world‘s population is at risk of running out of water. Besides Pakistan, the list includes Qatar, Israel, Lebanon, Iran, Jordan,
Libya, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Eritrea, the UAE, San Marino, Bahrain, India, Turkmenistan, Oman, and Botswana. Several of the
countries that are identified as ‗water-stressed‘ face the dangers posed by two extremes of nature: floods on the one hand; and
droughts on the other. For agriculture-dependent economies such as Pakistan, such erratic weather and rising temperatures spell
disaster.
In the past decade or so, we have witnessed both natural calamities. Together, they have created scores of climate change
refugees in their wake and destroyed lives and property. But the reality of these extremes only further highlights the fact that the
current water shortages are very much an issue of mismanagement of resources and the unnecessary wastage of water caused by
shortsighted planning that does not take worst-case scenarios into account — until it is too late. For instance, groundwater is
depleting at an alarming rate as it is not stored sensibly to see through difficult times. In a recent, rare appearance in parliament, the
prime minister advised that we should ―hope for the best, prepare for the worst‖ in the context of the increasingly hostile relations
with India. One hopes that our policymakers extend this philosophy to the country‘s water crisis as well.
(By Editorial Dawn, 08, 09/08/2019)
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Deadline missed: Sindh yet to establish a water-testing laboratory
The Sindh government has missed a self-imposed deadline for setting up water testing laboratories in at least nine districts
without setting up a single such facility, The Express Tribune has learnt.
Under the directives of the Supreme Court-mandated Water Commission, the provincial government had to establish watertesting labs in 17 of the province‘s districts. In compliance with the directives, the Sindh Public Health Department had pro mised
it would establish labs in at least nine districts by June 2019 and complete the remainder in 2020.
Administrative and technical issues, however, kept the department from setting up even one lab to date even though the Sindh
government allocated Rs105.5 million for this purpose last year, officials said.
―The delay has been mainly caused by budgetary issues,‖ Sindh Public Health Department Secretary Roshan Shaikh told The
Express Tribune. ―Sindh is facing a shortage of funds because the federal government has not released all of the amounts the
province is owed. This is why we couldn‘t meet the deadline for setting up the labs,‖ he said.
The secretary also revealed that the provincial government could not secure space for the labs in certain districts. ―We inte nd to
expedite this process now and hopefully, we will complete the task by year-end,‖ he said.
―In the meantime, we have planned some changes in the execution of the project. Instead of completing the project in two
phases as planned earlier, we will now finish it in one phase,‖ Shaikh added. Justifying the shift in approach, he said it would be
economically unviable to award the contract for the same project in different phases.
Under the original plan, labs were to be set up in Matiari, Mirpurkhas, Sanghar, Tando Allahyar, Mithi, Khairpur, Jacobabad,
Shikarpur and Dadu districts in the first phase which was to be completed by June 2019. The second phase would cover Ghotki,
Larkana, Kashmore, Naushehro Feroze, Kamber Shahdadkot, Tando Muhammad Khan, Thatta and Sujawal districts.
The project was launched after it came to the Water Commission‘s notice that most of Sindh residents were being provided
unsafe water for drinking. Water samples collected from different parts of the province under the commission‘s directives
revealed that most drinking water sources were contaminated.
Although Sindh currently has six water-testing labs in Karachi, Sukkur, Nawabshah, Hyderabad, Badin and Tando Jam, these
were set up by the federal government-run Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR).
PCRWR has also set up water-testing labs in other parts of the country. Ten of them were set up in Punjab‘s Lahore,
Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Mianwali, Sahiwal, Sargodha, Sialkot, Bahawalpur, DG Khan and Multan districts. Another three were
established in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa‘s Peshawar, Abbottabad and DI Khan districts and two laboratories were set up in
Balochistan‘s Quetta and Loralai districts. PCRWR also set one lab each in Gilgit and Muzaffarabad.
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 16/08/2019)

Nai Gaj dam construction cost tripled due to delay, Senate panel told
A parliamentary body on Tuesday objected to delays in the completion of the Nai Gaj dam, the construction cost of which has
escalated from Rs17 billion to Rs47.7bn in the last decade.
The Senate Standing Committee on Planning, Development and Reform was
informed that the project, which started in September 2009, had been delayed
due to changes in its design and financial problems.
―The matter has become quite complex in the face of the new water policy.
The matter is sub judice and the best solution is to wait for the Supreme Court
decision on the matter,‖ Planning, Development and Reform Secretary Zafar
Hasan told the committee that had met to discuss the current status of the Nai
Gaj dam in Dadu city, Sindh.
The senior official explained that there was a stalemate between the federal
and Sindh governments over who would pay the difference between the original cost of Rs16.9bn in 2009 and the Rs26.23bn cost in
PC-1, which was revised in 2012.
Federal govt blames Sindh govt for financial delays while Sindh claims project revised on account of deferred payments
The official explained that it was the understanding of the federal government that financial delays were on the part of the Sindh
government.
The meeting was told that in the revised PC-1 2018, the Water and Power Development Authority (Wapda) included additional
components such as a power house, project colony, access roads, cost of spillways and pipeline to the Manchhar Lake, increasing
the cost of completion of the dam to Rs46.73bn. It has been nine months since the second PC-1 was submitted for approval by the
Executive Committee of National Economic Council (Ecnec).
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―Encec has decided that the federal and Sindh governments share the escalated costs equally. However, the Sindh government
insists that the federal government should bear the increased costs entirely,‖ Mr Hasan told the committee.
In his response, Sindh Irrigation Special Secretary Aslam Ansari informed the members that the government of Sindh was prepared
to contribute its share for land acquisition and resettlement that amounted to about Rs1.8bn.
―However, the Nai Gaj project has been revised on account of deferred payments after which completion cost increased and
secondly due to changes in design. The Sindh government has no stake, influence or interference in either of these items. The
deferred payments should have been streamlined by the federal government after approval of PC-1. It is, therefore, unjustified to
ask the Sindh government to pay the escalated costs,‖ Mr Ansari argued.
He said that the stance of the Sindh government had been submitted to the Supreme Court, which has taken notice of the issue. He
reiterated that the Sindh government was ready to contribute its share for land acquisition and security.
Committee chairman Agha Shahzaib Durrani reminded the planning secretary of the directive issued six months ago to initiate an
investigation against those responsible for the delay in the Nai Gaj project.
―The committee also reminded the ministry on July 30 of an inquiry report but did not receive a reply. We direct the Ministry of
Planning and Development to share the report within a week,‖ Mr Durrani said.
(By Jamal Shahid Dawn, 03, 21/08/2019)

As Lyari goes dry, residents point fingers at PPP
Water supply to Hingorabad and its adjacent localities in Lyari – the city‘s oldest neighbourhood – has been completely stopped
for the last one month. Residents believe the water shortage is by design. That it‘s ‗political
victimisation‘ by the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).
Every day, women, children and elderly people can be seen carrying containers to fetch
potable water from far-flung areas. Smaller tankers provide water to families that can afford its
cost – Rs1,000 for 700 litres once a week.
Lyari‘s residents are no strangers to the difficulties associated with water crises. Last year,
the residents had hurled stones at the convoy of PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who
had visited the area to canvass for the general elections. Bilawal was contesting for the
National Assembly seat from the constituency — considered a stronghold of the party.
―No doubt we are being punished for that protest,‖ recalled an elderly woman, Zulekha Ghani. ―I have to beg for it [water],‖ she
said, adding that she spent the better part of her day fetching water to drink and for household chores. ―We haven‘t had w ater in
our taps for the last 28 days.‖
Shahbaz Ahmed, who along with two other children, was carrying 10 litre water bottles on his shoulders, told The Express
Tribune that he had barely managed to obtain some water from Rahimabad. ―People are rude to us when we ask them for water
and my mother says I have to bring back water in the bottles,‖ he added.
A years-long ordeal
Most areas of Lyari have been facing an acute shortage of water for the last several years. In his last public gathering at K akri
Ground in April 2015, former president Asif Ali Zardari, acknowledging the severity of the water crisis in an area that the P PP
leadership has always claimed to be its ‗second home‘, pledged that the crisis would be resolved within three months.
―The PPP always deceives us,‖ said a former PPP worker and resident of Hingorabad, Saleh Mohammad. ―Our protest before
Bilawal was for water but we were declared ‗gangsters‘,‖ he lamented. ―They called us gangsters for demanding water!‖ he
exclaimed.
Saleh went on to say that most politicians made promises when they needed votes. ―It‘s a political issue now. PPP is responsible
[for water shortage] and is targeting us as we protested and cast our votes against its wishes,‖ he added.
A PPP worker, who asked not to be named, confirmed to The Express Tribune that the PPP‘s local leadership was deliberately
creating a water crisis in Lyari. ―It‘s water politics,‖ he said summarily.
The party worker alleged that PPP‘s Karachi‘s General Secretary and former member of Sindh Assembly from Lyari, Javed
Nagori, was behind the current water crisis in five Union Committees (UCs). ―He wants to remind people of his clout and
influence,‖ he said, claiming that other leaders, including South District Municipal Corporation Chairman Malik Fayaz and PPP
South president, Khalil Hoot, were trying to misguide the party‘s top leadership on basic issues of the locality such as wate r and
sewerage.
Refuting allegations
Denying the allegations leveled against him, Nagori said that all PPP leaders in Lyari were on the same page. ―We want to serve
the people. Lyari always supports the PPP,‖ he said. ―We have provided water to the area where residents attacked the PPP
rally.‖
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He admitted, however, that there was a water crisis in the area, but blamed it on various ‗mafias‘ that were ―behind the artificial
water crisis in the area that ultimately added to the miseries of the common man‖.
According to Nagori, water and sewerage were some of the basic issues that residents of the old city area have been facing for
a long time. ―Some invisible forces exploit this situation,‖ he alleged, refusing to divulge who he was referring to.
Shazia Karim Sanghar, the only PPP lawmaker from Lyari, who has been given a reserved seat in the current assembly, also
admitted that a severe water crisis persisted in several localities of Lyari. ―It‘s an artificial issue,‖ she confirmed to Th e Express
Tribune. She said that Lyari‘s water was being diverted to District West.
Sanghar was of the view that the PPP leaders have not been allowed to resolve the genuine and basic issues of Lyari. ―We have
a resolve to bring water back to those who are suffering,‖ she added.
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 04, 26/08/2019)

Half of Karachi households have no access to piped water: study
Khan‘s family moved to Karachi for a better life in 2009. He settled down in Yousuf Goth. ―Everything is available here but
[potable] water,‖ he laughed. ―We never thought before moving to the city that water would be a challenge for us,‖ he added.
Khan said one of the prime responsibility assigned by his parents was to arrange water if the supply in the taps was suspended
for one reason or another. ―Everyone in Karachi has the same issue – even the rich have to arrange [purchase] it,‖ he said.
Across the city, residents echoed the same concern. ―It‘s not a new issue for me. I have been carrying water cans on my head
since childhood,‖ said Amina Bibi, a resident of Atma Ram Preetamdas Road, Lyari. ―I have compromised on quality but I need i t
daily.‖
A recent study, conducted by the World Resources Institute (WRI), based on data collected from 15 cities in the global South,
including Karachi, found that on average, almost half of all households lacked access to piped water. The water crisis curren tly
affects more than 50 million people.
―In Karachi, the average availability of piped water supply is three days a week for less than three hours,‖ the study finds. It
further states that the urban water crisis is grossly underestimated and that even more urbanites will suffer water deprivati on if
no action is taken immediately.
Alarming findings
The report, titled ‗Unaffordable and Undrinkable: Rethinking Urban Water Access in the Global South‘ warns that by 2030, 45
cities with populations of over three million could experience high water stress. It adds that even in some places where the water
stress is low, the water does not reach many residents.
―Karachi is expanding rapidly but it lacks a proper water supply management,‖ said Water Aid‘s Manager for Policy and
Advocacy, Nadeem Ahmed. ―The water issue in Karachi is more complicated than other cities of the country,‖ he added.
―Institutional fragmentation is another major issue that complicates the water supply to common people,‖ explained Ahmed,
adding that climate change was yet another factor that had disrupted the availability of water for the people of Pakistan,
especially Karachi.
Experts’ analysis
―Karachi is over-populated,‖ commented Rahima Panhwar, the regional coordinator of Strengthening Participatory Organisation.
―The oldest areas like downtown and Lyari get less water because their share of water is being provided to new settlements,‖
she added.
Panhar, who works in Malir and its adjacent areas, said that the institutional capacity was creating hurdles for general
population. ―We need to ensure legal connections to all settlements,‖ she urged, adding that the quality of drinking water must
also be ensured.
The total water requirement for Karachi is around 1,100 MGD but it receives less than 50 per cent of the demand. There are tw o
water sources that supply water directly to Karachi – the Keenjhar Lake and Hub Dam.
The water capacity from Keenjhar is 550 MGD but it provides 450 MGD while the Hub Dam is supposed to provide 100 MGD to
some areas of Karachi.
―We get less than the due share of water for Karachi,‖ said the Sindh government‘s spokesman and Adviser to Chief Minister
Sindh on Law, Environment and Costal Development Barrister Murtaza Wahab. ―The request to the federal government has
been pending for the last three years,‖ he added, complaining that the federal government did not own Karachi.
Wahab said that the water crisis in Karachi was a serious issue. ―Water is our survival. It‘s not for politics.‖ He said that all the
political parties – Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Jamaat-e-Islami and other stakeholders of
the city have to work for it.
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―Water is a commodity,‖ he explained. ―The people of Karachi have to understand its worth. We need to raise awareness
amongst the masses not to waste it,‖ he urged.
To address the issue, Wahab said that the requirement of water will also be reduced once the people of Karachi start paying i ts
bill. ―We‘re working on it,‖ he revealed.
Advice to governments
WRI‘s analysis shows that alternatives to piped water, such as buying from private providers that transport water in from
elsewhere, can cost up to 25 per cent of the monthly household income, which is five to eight times the World Health
Organisation‘s recommended expenditure level.
―Decades of increasing the private sector‘s role in water provision has not adequately improved access, especially for the ur ban
under-served,‖ said Diana Mitlin, lead author of the report and principal researcher for human settlements at the Interna tional
Institute for Environment and Development. ―Water is a human right and a social good, and cities need to prioritise it as suc h.‖
The students suggests four specific actions that governments can take to improve access for the urban under -served. These
include extending the municipal piped water system to all households, addressing intermittent water service to reduce
contamination, implementing diverse strategies to make water more affordable and supporting city-wide, participatory, in situ
upgrading of informal settlements.
(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 04, 28/08/2019)

Access to piped water
Half of Karachi households have no access to piped water, says a recent study. It does not mention how infrequently the other
half gets water in their taps. They do get monthly water bills on a regular basis. They pay the bills for fear of disconnecti on. And
they buy water tankers or cans to meet their water needs. They have to pay to two suppliers for the same thing. This is one o f
the strategies for survival in Karachi where water shortage is increasing by the day. The total water requirement of Karachi is
around 1,100 mgd but it gets less than 50 per cent of the demand. The city is supplied water from Keenjhar Lake and Hub dam.
Keenjhar is meant to supply 550 mgd but it provides 450 mgd only. Hub is supposed to supply 100 mgd to some areas of
Karachi.
―We get less than the due share of water for Karachi,‖ says an adviser to the Sindh government. ―The request to the federal
government has been pending for the past three years.‖ He urged the common people not to waste the precious commodity.
Perhaps he forgot the fact it is the elite who waste water. He stressed that if consumers paid their bills, they would get water in
their taps regularly. Here too myopia is evident.
―Decades of increasing the private sector‘s role in water provision has not adequately i ncreased access, particularly for the
urban under-served,‖ says Diana Mitlin, lead author of the report and principal researchers for human settlement at the
International Institute for Environment and Development. She rightly says water is a human right. She says water, like air, is a
free good. There is, however, a group of people who assert that God made water but He did not create its delivery systems,
though they have nothing to do with the scientific aspects of water supply. They only write reports for those who pay them.
Water is for the most part a governance issue, especially in Sindh. Shah Latif Bhittai, one of Sindh‘s great poets, says only a fool
living near a river would die of thirst.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 29/08/2019)

70% of work on K-IV canal completed: FWO
The Sindh government and the Centre have constituted a joint technical committee to review the technical report of the K -IV
project, to be submitted by the National Engineering Services Pakistan (Nespak) by the end of the month. Nespak has estimated
the cost of the project at around Rs120 billion.
The decision to form the committee was taken meeting attended by Federal Minister for Planning and Development Khusro
Bakhtiar, Planning Commission Deputy Chairman Jahanzaib khan, Planning secretary Zaffar Ahsan and Planning Commission
member Major Gen (retd) Zahir Shah at the Chief Minister House on Monday.
The chief minister was supported by Governor Imran Ismail, Local Government Minister Syed Nasir Shah, Labour Minister
Saeed Ghani, Chief Secretary Mumtaz Shah, P&D Chairperson Nahid Shah and Principal Secretary to the CM Sajid jamal Abro.
Meanwhile, a delegation of the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO), led by its DG, Major General Inam Haider, and comprising
Brigadier Abdul Sami of Corps V, Brigadier Abeer and others also attended the meeting. Besides , Karachi Water and Sewerage
Board Asadullah Khan, K-IV Project Director Asad Zamin and other relevant officers were also in attendance.
Briefing the meeting, the FWO DG said that a 121-kilometre canal was being constructed from Keenjhar Lake. He said that an
11-metre deep canal has been constructed and its mouth has been developed inside the canal at 257 metres from the soil area.
Of the 127 kilometres, the water would flow under gravity for up to 91km. Around 70% of the civil work on the canal has been
completed.
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Alignment issues
The meeting was informed that there were some alignment issues on which Nespak was working to conduct a third party
assessment. Nespak‘s GM Jawaid Mir, Mirza Asif Baig and Mohammad Afzal, who represented the agency in the meeting, said
that they might suggest some modifications in the existing alignment of the canal.
The experts explained that they were conducting a geo-study of the embankment of the canal to ascertain whether it would be
able to sustain the pressure of 660 million gallons of water per day. ―We will complete the study by the end of the month and
submit it to the provincial government,‖ said a Nespak representative.
At this, Federal Minister Bakhtiar said that the project was at an advance stage and needed another technical review by a team
of experts. The CM suggested constituting a joint team of the provincial Planning and Development Department and the federal
government‘s Planning Commission to review the technicalities of the report to be submitted by the Nespak. The participants
agreed to constitute a team which would be notified by the federal Planning Commission.
Project cost
Nespak said that the project would cost around Rs120 billion. The chief minister clarified, however, that it would cost Rs150
billion because of the devaluation of the rupee against the dollar. Moreover, a 50 mega -watt power plant has also been
proposed for the project. The consultant has almost finalised the PC-I of the power project.
Other projects
Meanwhile, the CM said that the K-I, K-II and K-III had been designed with a capacity of 480MGD, which has been reduced by
100MGD due to silt deposits and other technical issues. He proposed to conduct a separate study to improve the capacity of th e
other projects.
Shah told the federal government representatives that water was an issue of life and death for the city of Karachi. ―We started
the K-IV so that it could be completed but over 15 years have passed in its planning and implementation and it still appears that
it would take a few more years,‖ he said.
Bakhtiar suggested the installation of desalination plants in the city to cater to the urgent need of water, but those too wo uld take
two to three years to complete. The CM said that his government was ready to install desalination plants in the city if the federal
government extended financial support. The federal minister assured the CM of his support and urged him to submit the
necessary proposal for approval.
The FWO and the Sindh government showed their resolve to complete K-IV project by removing all its bottlenecks. The Nespak
team also told the officials that they would work out a plan to complete the project by making some implementable design and
alignment changes.
Earlier, the chief minister led the federal minister and Governor Ismail to Keenjhar Lake, around 30 kilometres left of Thatta city,
at the intake point of the K-IV project by helicopter. They visited the site of the mouth of the project to inspect the canal, conduits
and bridges constructed so far. They were also briefed by FWO engineers during the visit.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 03/09/2019)

A city paralysed : Water water everywhere...
As commuters spent hours on the city‘s roads, braving the heavy rains from above and the knee -deep water below, the Pakistan
Meteorological Department predicted more rains to hit the city today (Tuesday).
On Monday, though the port city received heavy to moderate rains in several parts, major thoroughfares of the city choked as
the drainage system failed to handle the incoming rainwater. At least 18 millimetres of rainfall was recorded in Landhi, whil e
13mm was recorded in Faisal Base, 10mm in Saddar, 6.8mm at University Road, 5mm at Old Airport and 1.6mm at the Jinnah
International Airport. Moderate showers were recorded in other parts of the city.
PMD officials said that various areas of the city are likely to receive more rains, adding that hot weather and humidity was in
place. PMD official Sardar Sarfaraz said that a new low pressure system of winds has built up in the Arabian Sea and India‘s
Rann of Kutch.
He said that there were chances of another low pressure of air being developed in the next 24 hours in the Bay of Bengal which
will travel from Indian states of Gujarat and Rajasthan to Tharparkar in Sindh, before moving to Karachi.
Sarfaraz said that the monsoon season in Sindh started late, adding that the rains will continue to h it the province till September
30. He predicted at least two more spells of rains in the city this month.
Choked
Meanwhile, rainwater mixed with sewerage water has accumulated on the roads leading to extremely poor conditions. People
have to wade through stagnant water filled with dirt and filth. In Surjani Town Sector 4, 6B accumulated rainwater has been
hindering the movement of vehicles while the sewerage system in various areas of Korangi has also collapsed. The roads from
Chakra Goth to the Coast Guard are also submerged in sewerage and rainwater.
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In Ahsanabad citizens are removing water from the streets on their own as the sewerage system has broken down in their area.
There is up to two feet water accumulated on the streets and with the administration not playing its part citizens are attempting
to clear the water through trolleys and other equipment.
Residents lament that their neighbourhood has become unlivable with the garbage collected in the area while the pungent smell
has made their lives miserable. A similar situation can be seen in Saddar with water accumulated outside Saddar‘s central
business market. Besides, accumulated sewerage water has also affected lives of residents of Gulshan -e-Iqbal, Orangi Town,
Landhi, North Karachi, Mahmoodabad and other areas. Sources say that there is no proper system to drain rainwater which is
why sewerage water mixes with rainwater. They claim that the issue will not be resolved till the two systems are separated.
Falling apart
Meanwhile, the rain has left major thoroughfares of the city as well as smaller roads in various localities in a dilapidated
condition with potholes and craters. The monsoon rains over the city in the past month have left the city crumbling.
The tall claims of provincial government and local administration have come tumbling down as wear and tear can be seen on
University Road. Similarly, potholes punctuate various points on the Korangi Expressway, National Stadium Flyover, roads in
Orangi Town and SITE Federal B Area Industrial Zones. Shershah Suri Road in North Nazimabad is no more motorable at
various places, especially at KDA Chowrangi.
Streets of Korangi stream and Link Road have also been left in an abysmal condition. This has been affecting the flow of traffic.
There was traffic clogging at the flyover at Punjab Chowrangi and Nursery Road on Monday while streets in Liaquatabad
Number 10 and Ghareebabad are also in poor condition.
The roads near Nagan Chowrangi, Five Star Chowrangi and Sakhi Hassan are in the same condition.
Besides thoroughfares, streets in different localities also bear the marks of the recent rains. Around 90% of the streets in
Korangi district have potholes in them which have made the area more accident- prone, especially at night.
(By Aftab Khan / Naeem Khanzada The Express Tribune, 04, 03/09/2019)

Centre, Sindh to form committee for K-IV water projects
The Sindh and federal governments have decided to constitute a joint committee to review the K-IV projects technical report
prepared by Nespak so that the project could be carried forward, it was decided on
Monday.
The National Engineering Services Pakistan Ltd Company (Nespak) has estimated
the cost of the project to be around Rs120 billion but sources say it could actually
cost Rs 150 billion because of the devaluation of the rupee against the US dollar.
The members who will be part of the technical committee, five each from the Sindh
and federal governments, would be notified by the planning commission, sources
said.
This decision was taken at a high-level meeting which was attended by Federal
Minister for Planning and Development Khusro Bakhtiar, Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission Jahanzaib khan, Planning
Secretary Zaffar Ahsan, Member of the Planning Commission retired Maj Gen Zahir Shah at Chief Minister House.
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah was assisted by Governor Imran Ismail, Local Government Minister Syed Nasir Shah,
Labour Minister Saeed Ghani, Chief Secretary Mumtaz Shah, Chairperson Planning and Development Nahid Shah, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister Sajid Jamal Abro.
The Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) delegation was led by Director General Major General Inam Haider, Brigadier Abdul Sami
of 5 Corps, Brigadier Abeer and others.
Managing Director of the Water Board Asadullah Khan, K-IV Project Director Asad Zamin and Planning and Development officers
concerned also attended the meeting.
At the meeting, the Sindh CM suggested constituting a joint team of the provincial Planning & Development Department and
Planning Commission of the federal government to review the technicalities of the report to be submitted by Nespak by the end of
the current month. The participants of the meeting agreed at the suggestion and which would be notified by the federal Planning
Commission.
Nespak officials said the project would cost around Rs120 billion. At this, the chief minister said it would cost Rs150 billion because
of the devaluation of the rupee against the US dollar. Moreover, officials said a 50-MW power plant has also been proposed for the
project. The consultant has almost finalised the PC-I of the power project.
Meanwhile, the CM said that K-I and K-II/III had designed the capacity of 480 MGD which been reduced by 100 MGD due to silt and
other technical issues. He proposed conducting a separate study to improve the capacity of K-I and K-II/III projects.
Water issue
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Mr Shah told the federal government representatives that water was an issue of life and death for this megalopolis city. ―We started
K-IV so that it could be completed but over 15 years have passed and it seems it would take a few years more,‖ he said.
Minister Bakhtiar suggested installing desalination plants in the city to cater urgently to the need for water but it would take two to
three years to complete, he said. The chief minister replied his government was ready to install desalination plants in the city if the
federal government extended financial support. The federal minister assured the chief minister of his support and urged him to
submit the necessary proposal for approval.
Briefing the attendees at the meeting Major General Haider of FWO said that the 11-metre-deep canal being constructed from the
Keenjhar lake had a length of 121 kilometres. Out of which the canal would flow in gravity up to 91km. The civil work of the canal
was 70 per cent finished. There were some alignment issues on which Nespak was working to conduct third party assessment, he
said.
Nespak representatives Jawaid Mir, Mirza Asif Baig and Mohammad Afzal said they might suggest modifications to the existing
alignment of the canal. ―We are conducting a geo study of the canal embankment to see whether it would be able to sustain the
pressure of 660 MGD water. We will complete the study by the end of the current month and then submit it to the provincial
government.‖
Minister Bakhtiar said the project, which was at an advanced stage, needed another technical review by an expert team.
Earlier, the chief minister took Minister Bakhtiar, Governor Ismail to Lake Keenjhar, some 30 kilometres from Thatta city, at the
intake point of the K-IV project by helicopter. They visited the site of the mouth of the project which was developed inside the canal
at 257 metres from the soil area, the canal, the conduits and the bridges constructed so far where were also briefed by FWO
engineers.
(By Habib Khan Ghori Dawn, 15, 03/09/2019)

The K-IV project fiasco
As if Karachiites‘ problems weren‘t serious enough, there is more bad news regarding the ambitious Sindh -Centre K-IV water
project, launched in 2007 to address Karachi‘s acute water shortage. The project, scheduled for completion this year, seems a t
least two to three years behind schedule. Upon completion, it is expected to supply about 650 million gallons of water per day to
Karachi which currently receives only about 500 million gallons a day against its daily requirement of 1.1 billion gallons. T he
water would be supplied from Thatta district‘s Keenjhar Lake via a 121-kilometre canal.
The alarming aspect of the project‘s construction, however, is that, despite the purported completion of 70 % of the canal, t he
National Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK) has said that there were still alignment problems with the canal which may
need to be corrected. This despite the conduct of appropriate feasibility studies at the project‘s inception as well as repea ted
subsequent project design and alignment changes! And there is more by way of ineptitude. Much of the land for the project has
still not been acquired, the electricity network to operate the filtration plants has not been fully installed, and pipelines to
transport clean water to Karachi have not been laid. Furthermore, the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly has also alleged
rampant project irregularities, changes in its route to favour influential elements, and numerous mistakes in its planning. A nd the
cost? When the project was approved in 2011, its estimated cost was Rs25.5 billion. Today, it stands at Rs150 billion. Earlier
this year, the Supreme Court directed the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to file a reference on the project. It is esse ntial
that the accountability watchdog determine exactly what has caused the much-heralded water project to go haywire so that
remedial measures can be taken immediately. There is a lot at stake both for the citizens of Karachi and the financial health of
Sindh.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 09/09/2019)

CJP urged to intervene, re-establish water commission
Expressing concern over persistent government apathy towards the pitiable conditions of the city, civil society activists at a meeting
held on Saturday urged the chief justice of Pakistan to take suo motu notice of the matter and re-establish the water commission
which, they said, did manage to force government institutions to perform.
The meeting of the Karachi Citizens Forum was held at the PMA House.
Describing the recent controversy over Karachi‘s affairs between the federal and provincial governments as regrettable, the
participants were of the opinion that an opportunity to work for the city seemed to have been lost by the committee comprising
members of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan.
They were of the opinion that the high-powered 12-member Karachi Strategic Committee recently set up by the prime minister to
sort out civic issues plaguing the city should have adopted a pragmatic approach and worked for improvement instead of indulging
in political controversies.
They criticised Federal Law Minister Dr Farogh Naseem for his controversial statements on Article 149 and said that it‘s the
responsibility of each and every political party and individual provided with an opportunity to serve the masses to avoid political
fights especially at a time when the city desperately needed action on civic matters.
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―This committee led by Federal Law Minister Dr Farogh Naseem should have approached officials concerned and inquired how civic
issues could amicably be sorted out,‖ said retired justice Shaiq Usmani, adding that collaboration was the only way to resolve
issues.
Nargis Rahman of Pakistan Women‘s Foundation for Peace (PWFP) said while voices were being constantly raised over the city‘s
poor living conditions for the past many months, the government apparently hadn‘t moved an inch towards action.
―Political parties seem to be settling their own scores at the cost of public interests. The rumours that the federal government may
take over Karachi‘s administrative control under Article 149 have created more distance among the political parties in power,‖ she
said, adding that the strained relationship of the federal and provincial government wasn‘t good for the county.
Dr Qaiser Sajjad of the Pakistan Medical Association shared his concern over the deteriorated state of public health and wondered
why departments pertaining to waste collection, sewage and environmental management were negligent towards their duties when
they were being paid regular salaries.
―The state of public health in the city could be gauged from the increasing number of morbidity and mortality due to various types of
infections,‖ he said.
There was consensus that the situation of Karachi demanded that the chief justice intervene and re-establish the water commission
which managed to force government institutions to do their job.
The meeting participants decided that a seminar on civic issues of Karachi would be held on Sept 26 in which representatives of all
political parties would be invited. The event would also have detailed presentations on the gravity of city‘s civic issues.
Participants included Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro, general secretary of PMA (Karachi), Dr Laila Hashwani representing PWFP, Saira
Iqbal of Hunar Foundation, Samina Ahmed and Sana Farooqi of Ra‘ana Liaquat Craftsmen Colony.
(By The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Dawn, 16, 15/09/2019)

Perpetual issue: Leaks in the system create water crisis in Karachi
As the economic hub of Pakistan and the sprawling capital of Sindh, Karachi, struggles with a myriad of problems that are
common to big cities across the world. Certain issues, however, continue to make life a living hell for its citizens, particu larly the
never-ending water crisis.
Even though the Hub Dam – one of the two main sources of water supply to the city – has been filled up to 321 feet after the
recent monsoon rains, Karachi is still facing the worst water crisis in its history.
According to the Hub Dam administration, at present, the dam has enough water stored to be able to supply 100 MGD to
Karachi till December 2020. However, the city continues to suffer a shortage of water because of multiple leakages in the Hub
Canal, resulting in the supply of only 70 MGD of water to the city. The remaining 30 MGD is being wasted daily.
Karachi has been getting its due share from the Hub Dam since March this year and to date, an estimated 4.5 billion gallons o f
water has been wasted. The Sindh government and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), however, are least
bothered about the issue and the necessary repair work required to prevent leakages is yet to be started.
Negligence of authorities
According to a survey conducted by The Express Tribune, leakages have occurred in the Hub Canal because of the regula r
wear and tear and the problem has only worsened because of negligence. Water leaking from the canal is not only being wasted
but it is also damaging the agricultural land surrounding the Hub Canal.
Locals complain that apart from the issue of leakage, water theft from the canal has also been rampant for the past many years.
To water their lands, influential farmers steal water from the canal by installing pipelines.
The survey also revealed some structural problems with the canal because of which water flows out and accumulates in various
potholes that are situated at various spots throughout the length of the canal.
Once the large potholes are filled with water, they soon turn into ponds which many villages and goths use to water their lan ds.
Even water tankers refill through these ponds and later sell water to the residents of Karachi at very expensive prices.
It is pertinent to mention that owing to the lack of rains, the Hub Dam never received water with full pressure for the past four
years and the maximum amount received was 90 MGD. On the other hand, the minimum amount received was 20 MGD. At
times, there was no water supply to the dam but relevant authorities took no steps to repair the damage.

Tall claims
While residents complain of acute water shortage, the Hub Dam administration claims that 100 MGD of water is being provided
to Karachi since March this year. The monsoon season will continue till the end of September and – with the expected rains –
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the water level may rise to its full capacity. If the Hub Dam fills up completely, it can provide 100 MGD of water to Karachi for th e
next three years.
An engineer of the water board, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, said that the water board invited ten ders for repair
work twice but, both the times, the contractors did not fulfil the requirements. As a result, the tenders were cancelled and the
development work could not be started.
The first tender was issued in December last year, while the second one was announced in May this year. However, owing to the
strict terms and conditions of the contract, no construction company showed any interest.
The water board engineer also explained that the Hub Canal is 30 kilometres long, of which the Water and Power Development
Authority (WAPDA) has control over eight kilometres, while the remaining 22 kilometres of the canal comes under KWSB.
According to the official, it cannot be ascertained as to how much water is exactly being wasted on a day -to-day basis because
flow meters are not installed in the Hub Dam. The system of flow meters is also absent from the Hub Pumping Station, therefor e,
the correct data cannot be given. However, according to an estimate, 30% of water is being wasted.
Commenting on the strict terms and conditions mentioned it the tenders issued by the water board, the official said that the
conditions were only based on the rules set by the Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (SEPRA).
―The Hub Canal will have to be shut down for three months for its repair due to which water supply to Karachi will have to be
suspended,‖ he stated.
He also said that the repair of the canal is not the real solution as an alternative stream system must be introduced to link the
Hub Dam to Karachi.
―For the purpose, a new project is being prepared. After the PC-1 and design of the new project are prepared, it will be sent to
the Sindh government for approval.‖
Answering a question related to water theft, he said that the water board has started taking action against miscreants with the
cooperation of the Manghopir Police Station.
―As soon as a complaint is received, prompt action is taken against the miscreants, however, the stream system is very long a nd
the water board tries to monitor it as much as it can, but sometimes the culprits easily get away with their misdeeds,‖ he said.
―The board has also taken action against the tanker mafia, while repair on a small scale has been commenced for strengthening
the canal. With consultation from experts, an alternate water system from Hub Dam to Karachi is being considered and steps are
being taken for the system‘s improvement.‖
The role of WAPDA
The engineers at the Hub Dam said that the WAPDA has installed gadgets at the distribution points. With the help of these
gadgets, water is supplied in a small or high quantity.
―By reading these gadgets, the amount of water wasted can be estimated,‖ an engineer, who refused to disclose his name, said.
The WAPDA administration was providing 100 MGD of water to Karachi but during the rains and on some other occasions, the
water supply was reduced on the request of the water board.
However, from March 2019 to present, the Hub Dam is providing 100 MGD to Karachi continuously. ―The WAPDA is bound to
supply 100 MGD of water to Karachi and it is dispensing its responsibilities completely.
The administration of the Hub Canal, however, is with the water board,‖ the engineer said. ―If Karachi is facing a shortage of
water owing to wear and tear of the canal, then its responsibility rests with the water board,‖ he said.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 15/09/2019)

‘Grand operation’ against water theft planned
The Sindh government on Thursday decided to launch a grand operation against water theft in Karachi.
This was decided in a high-level meeting chaired by Sindh Chief Secretary (CS) Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah, attended by the Local
Government Secretary Roshan Ali Shaikh, Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB)
Managing Director (MD) Asadullah Khan and representatives of Pakistan Army and Rangers.
The KWSB MD and commissioner briefed the meeting on action being taken by the KWSB against illegal water hydrants and water
theft from Karachi‘s pipelines. The MD also informed the meeting that since 2015, the KWSB had demolished 194 illegal water
hydrants from various parts of Karachi and around 300 illegal pipelines had also been removed. FIRs against 300 people had also
been lodged, he added.
He said there were 25 illegal water hydrants being operated from the West district of the city. The chief secretary directed the
commissioner to demolish all those hydrants by extending all possible administrative support to the KWSB.
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Mr Shah directed the KWSB to take action against persons involved in tampering with the main water lines or in water theft, and to
submit a compliance report. He also directed the KWSB MD to conduct a survey with the help of district administration and Rangers
regarding distribution and losses of water being provided to Karachi from all pumping stations district-wise.
The meeting was also informed that various illegal pipelines had been detected in Karachi Drain Canal near Gujjo. The chief
secretary issued directions to remove all illegal pipelines from the canal. The KWSB should legalise and install a proper system to
provide water for drinking only to the surrounding villages.
The CS also asked the KWSB to start patrols at bulk transmission systems, canals, siphons, conduits, filter plants and the pumping
stations of Dhabeji, Gharo, Pipri and Gulshan-i-Maymar.
(By PPI Dawn, 16, 27/09/2019)

‘Grand operation’ against water theft planned
The Sindh government on Thursday decided to launch a grand operation against water theft in Karachi.
This was decided in a high-level meeting chaired by Sindh Chief Secretary (CS) Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah, attended by the Local
Government Secretary Roshan Ali Shaikh, Karachi Commissioner Iftikhar Shallwani, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB)
Managing Director (MD) Asadullah Khan and representatives of Pakistan Army and Rangers.
The KWSB MD and commissioner briefed the meeting on action being taken by the KWSB against illegal water hydrants and water
theft from Karachi‘s pipelines. The MD also informed the meeting that since 2015, the KWSB had demolished 194 illegal water
hydrants from various parts of Karachi and around 300 illegal pipelines had also been removed. FIRs against 300 people had also
been lodged, he added.
He said there were 25 illegal water hydrants being operated from the West district of the city. The chief secretary directed the
commissioner to demolish all those hydrants by extending all possible administrative support to the KWSB.
Mr Shah directed the KWSB to take action against persons involved in tampering with the main water lines or in water theft, and to
submit a compliance report. He also directed the KWSB MD to conduct a survey with the help of district administration and Rangers
regarding distribution and losses of water being provided to Karachi from all pumping stations district-wise.
The meeting was also informed that various illegal pipelines had been detected in Karachi Drain Canal near Gujjo. The chief
secretary issued directions to remove all illegal pipelines from the canal. The KWSB should legalise and install a proper system to
provide water for drinking only to the surrounding villages.
The CS also asked the KWSB to start patrols at bulk transmission systems, canals, siphons, conduits, filter plants and the pumping
stations of Dhabeji, Gharo, Pipri and Gulshan-i-Maymar.
(By PPI Dawn, 16, 27/09/2019)

Drinking water wastage
THE Sindh chief secretary has ordered a grand operation against water theft in Karachi and directed the Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board chief to take action against persons involved in water theft.
In addition to water theft, there is heavy wastage of drinking water. In the affluent areas of the city people wash cars and driveways
with hose pipes directly connected to the water pump. The pressurised water causes thousands of gallons of drinking water to go
waste. A visit in the early morning in these areas will show the mounting wastage of drinking water.
The chief secretary should direct the KWSB to conduct surprise checks and apprehend those wasting drinking water. The culprits
should be put behind bars to serve as a major deterrent for others.
Another effective strategy to prevent drinking water wastage is to initiate water metering which will automatically put a stop to
wastage. This is the global practice for drinking water supply.
According to reports, Pakistan‘s water availability has reduced to 935 cubic metres per capita per year at present from 5,260 cubic
meters in 1947. It is estimated it will fall to 860 cubic metres/capita per year in the next few years, and further to 500 cubic
metres/capita per year, if water conservation is not practiced.
Water stress starts when the water available in a country drops below 4,600 litres/day per person. When the 2,700 litre/day per
person threshold is crossed, water scarcity is experienced. Absolute water scarcity is considered when 1,400 litre/day per person
threshold is reached. By this definition, Pakistan is an extremely high water-stressed country. In fact, Pakistan ranks 14 in the list of
countries with extremely high water stress.
The volume of water on the planet is 326 million cubic miles. About 97 per cent of the earth‘s water is found in the oceans (too salty
for drinking). Nearly three per cent of the earth‘s water is fresh, of which 2.5pc is unavailable (locked up in glaciers and polar ice
caps). Only 0.5pc is available as fresh water. If the world‘s water supply were only 100 litres, the usable water supply of fresh water
would be only about 0.003 litre (one-half of a teaspoon).
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F.H.Mughal
Hyderabad
(From the Newspaper Dawn, 07, 07/10/2019)

CM okays $1.6bn water & sewerage improvement programme for Karachi
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Monday gave approval for the launch of a $1.6 billion Karachi Water & Sewerage
Improvement Programme to make the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KSWB) operationally, financially and institutionally
viable. The share of the World Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank in the project would be 40 per cent each while the
government contribution would be 20pc.
He also agreed to work with a Turkish company on the public-private partnership (PPP) mode to integrate solid waste management
under which the company would be responsible to collect trash door to door, transfer garbage to the garbage transfer stations (GTS)
where the rubbish would be segregated as municipal waste, hospital and industrial waste. The reusable waste would be utilised for
power or gas generation and production of fertiliser and the remaining trash at the landfill site would be set on fire in an
―environmentally-friendly manner‖.
Turkish company to collect trash at doorsteps under PPP mode
The decision to make the KWSB viable was taken by the chief minister while presiding over a meeting held here at CM House. The
meeting, attended by Local Government Minister Syed Nasir Shah, P&D chairperson Naheed Shah, KWSB DG Asadullah Khan and
other officers concerned, decided to raise the KWSB operational capacity to deliver to all of its customers safe and a reliable water
service on a sustainable basis.
There are four components of the project to be completed in phases pertaining to reforms, securing sustainable water supply and
sanitation, management and studies and hiring services of professionals.
The chief minister asked Local Government Minister Nasir Hussain Shah to work out details for initiating implementation of the
project. He also formed a steering committee to monitor the work. The reforms includes overhauling the HR policy and service rules,
improve communication strategy, capacity-building, budget, financial management, improvement in revenue collection and
improving customers relations.
In its phase-II, which will cost $685 million, around 195 million gallons daily (mgd) additional water would be made available for the
city. It will include the 100mgd bulk water supply scheme from Haleji to Pipri, and additional 50mgd water supply through the
existing bulk system from the Keenjhar Lake to Pipri.
The chief minister said that he would try to start additional water supply schemes much before time so that maximum water could be
made available for the city.
Turkish company
Presiding over a separate joint meeting of Turkish Company, OZPAK J.V (A Clean World), led by its chairman Abdul Kadir Turan
and the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board, CM Shah said he was keen to introduce integrated solid waste management under
which collection, segregation, transfer to GTS, treatment and then dumping at landfill be made as per an ―integrated system‖.
The chief minister, who was assisted by ministers Saeed Ghani, Nasir Shah, Imtiaz Shaikh, and others, said that he had a plan to
develop integrated solid waste management.
Nasir Shah said the Turkish company was doing cleanliness work in Lahore and was interested in working with the Sindh
government in the area of solid waste management in Karachi.
Mr Shah said that his government was ready to allocate six ―modern‖ GTSs on the PPP basis if any company was interested;
otherwise the provincial government would develop them from its own resources.
The company told the chief minister that they were doing a good job in Lahore and Karachi would give a different look when they
would start their work in the metropolis. At this the chief minister said that he was ready to allocate them two districts for garbage
lifting but they would have to participate in the bidding or file their unsolicited proposal.
The Turkish company said that they were ready to work with the Sindh government on the PPP mode.
(By Habib Khan Dawn, 15, 08/10/2019)

Water scarcity
A new World Economic Forum (WEF) report posits that water crises are among the most significant ris k factors in doing
business in South Asia. Water, according to the report based on a survey of over 12,000 business leaders from around the
world, presents the greatest challenge to business in India and is the second-biggest risk in Pakistan. Incidentally, the only
greater risk for Pakistan, according to the report, is ―energy price shock‖, a reference to the rising demand for energy as
populations and economies grow. Pakistan is heavily dependent on imports to meet demand, and because the sector is highly
subsidised, governments bear most of the repercussions of market fluctuations.
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As for water, the report quotes a description of the issue as ―a problem of scarcity amid abundance‖, explaining that despite the
presence of major rivers, many citizens must queue for limited supplies of drinking water. It notes that South Asia is home to
around a quarter of the global population but has less than 5% of the world‘s renewable water resources. Low per -capita water
availability and relatively high levels of water use are also troubling, with Pakistan having the fourth-highest rate of water usage
in the world, despite being on the brink of officially being tagged as ―water-scarce‖.
The lack of proper infrastructure to deliver clean drinking water is highlighted as a significant problem, while dependence on a
single source – the Indus system – makes the country more at risk of disruptions from extreme weather events, which will only
increase and grow harsher due to climate change. The report also brings up the geopolitical challenges presented by water
scarcity. ―Water is a potential weapon in cross-border disputes, as countries have at times threatened cutting off flows because
of outbreaks of violence in disputed territories.‖
Many have gone hoarse exhorting the government to address water waste, but amid an ever-evolving list of challenges, this one
keeps getting pushed down on the agenda. It is easy to cast blame on India. It is much harder to convince the agricultural el ite to
reduce water waste and work to improve supply efficiency. But, to quote Hillel, if not now, when?
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 08/10/2019)

Sindh Assembly demands inquiry into K-IV project delays
The Sindh Assembly passed a unanimous resolution on Tuesday to initiate inquiry against departments and individuals
responsible for bad planning and faulty execution of the K-IV water project in Karachi.
The execution of the project has been delayed by a few years and is surrounded in controversy as opposition members accuse
the Sindh government of employing delay tactics.
Moving the resolution, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) MPA Adeel Ahmed said, ―the officials involved in adopting delay tactics
and creating problems [in way of the project‘s execution] should be identified and take to task.‖
The resolution, which was supported by the treasury benches, also states, ―The house resolves that the Government of Sindh
must initiate alternative water provision projects for Karachi to save the city from water shortage.‖
As the debate over the issue began, opposition and treasury members levelled allegations against each other.
In his speech, Ahmed said that residents of various areas of Karachi have been facing acute water shortage and yet the
government has remained non-serious about resolving the issue.
―The project was initiated in 2007 and its feasibility report was finalised in 2014. Finally, work on this project started in 2016, but
all in vain,‖ he said, adding that the cost of the project has been increased from Rs11 billion to Rs25 billion, half of whic h is
endured by the federal government.
―The Centre has released its share [of funds for the project] but we have no idea when the citizens [of Karachi] will be able to
quench their thirst,‖ he remarked.
Leader of the opposition Firdous Shamim Naqvi and MQM-Pakistan member Javed Hanif too criticised the Sindh government for
being negligent towards Karachi‘s issues, particularly water and sanitation.
Voicing his grievances, Naqvi said, ―Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has failed to provide water and resolve the sanitation
issue in the city.‖ He asked the Sindh government to give a final date for finalising the project.
Shah, while supporting the resolution clarified that PPP-led government was not responsible for the delay in finalising the
feasibility report. Instead, the feasibility report, made in haste during Musharraf‘s regime, had blunders, he claimed.
The local government minister further informed the assembly members that the government was working on the project no party
other than the Frontier Works Organisation was awarded the contract for the project.
He further said that the government ―is ready to form a committee to investigate the delay in the project and hold those
responsible for the delay accountable.‖
Responding to opposition members about neglecting Karachi, he said that the Sindh government has under taken projects worth
more than Rs100 billion for the metropolis.
―We are paying Rs400 million each month to Karachi Metropolitan Corporation for its employees‘ salaries, while no other
municipal committee or corporation receives funds for salaries from the Sindh government,‖ he said, adding that Karachi is the
capital of Sindh and the provincial government has focused on its development.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 09/10/2019)
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Uncertainty grips K-IV water project after Murad confirms Nespak’s objections
The fate of K-IV water supply project hangs in the balance after Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah confirmed that the state-owned
engineering corporation Nespak had raised objections over the design, and Pak Sarzameen Party chairman Syed Mustafa Kamal
apprehended that the provincial government is going to abandon the project half way.
Work on the Greater Karachi Water Supply Scheme, also called K-IV, has been stopped for long. The provincial government had
missed several deadlines it had given for completion of the project and still no one knew that when the work on the much-needed
project resume again.
On Sunday, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah told reporters accompanying him in an hours-long visit to the city that a
commission had been constituted to make necessary amendments in the route of the K-IV project so that its stopped work could be
resumed.
Kamal warns abandonment of the project won’t be accepted
He was asked to comment over objections raised by Nespak reportedly declaring the project in its present form unfeasible.
Without naming the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, the CM said that the route of K-IV project was approved by the Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board when it was being governed by those who were now running the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation.
―Being an engineer and finance minister in 2014, I had raised objections on the route and said that the storm-water drains were
running along the route and would definitely affect the K-IV canal,‖ he said. ―But at that time my objections and I were considered as
an opponent of the project.‖
It was said that the finance minister was reluctant to release funds and ―now Nespak has also raised the same objections‖, said the
chief minister.
However, he said that he had held a detailed meeting with all stakeholders and was keen to complete the K-IV project.
But PSP chief Mr Kamal is not that optimistic.
He said that it would be a great injustice to the water-starved people of Karachi if the provincial government abandoned half way the
long-delayed project.
―We reject the report of Nespak. Ending the K-IV project after spending Rs10 billion of the public money on it is a big conspiracy
against Karachi,‖ he said in a statement issued on Sunday.
―The reason given for [proposing] abandonment of the project that the canal [to be constructed to bring water from outside to
Karachi] may be affected in case of an earthquake is ridiculous and beyond any comprehension.
―As we have no hopes left with the federal or provincial governments, we now appeal to Chief of the Army Staff Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa to play his role and save the people of Karachi from this serious human tragedy,‖ said the former Karachi mayor.
He said that the project was initiated in 2008 when he was the city mayor and then in 2014 the Sindh government launched the
construction work after having a detailed design consultancy.
He said that instead of compelling the contractor to complete the project within specified deadlines, the Sindh government was itself
preparing reports in the favour of the contractor.
He said that his party had been asking the government to start work on K-IV‘s both phases simultaneously so that the people could
get clean drinking water but instead the government was going to abandon the project.
―The water crisis in Karachi is going to be intensified soon and by abandoning the K-IV the government is taking an anti-Karachi
step,‖ he said, declaring that his party would not accept it and launch a peaceful protest on the issue.
(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque Dawn, 13, 14/10/2019)

CM meets Chinese delegation to discuss city’s water woes
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that if Karachi moves [in terms of the economy], the whole country moves,
therefore, Karachi has to develop faster.
Addressing an eight-member delegation of a Chinese state-owned company, Energy China, which called on him at CM House
on Friday, Shah said that he was making all efforts to make Karachi livable again and to restore peace and prosperity by util ising
local resources and the expertise of donor agencies as well as their resources.
The delegation, led by Energy China President Luo Bixiong, met with the CM to discuss ways to work with the Sindh government
in Karachi‘s water sector.
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K-IV project
The meeting discussed the K-IV project which has been temporarily halted to make changes in its design. ―The national
engineering firm, Nespac, is working on its design and as soon as it is finalised work would begin,‖ said Shah.
The CM pointed out that Karachi is a city of 17 million people and its water requirement has been estimated at 1,200 million
gallons per day (MGD) but it has been receiving only 500MGD. ―We are working on different options to increase the bulk water
supply to the city so that its [Karachi‘s] domestic and industrial requirements can be met,‖ said Shah.
He informed the Chinese delegation that the Sindh government was working with the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) on
phase-I of the K-IV project. The Chinese firm expressed interest to work in phase-II and III of the project. The delegation
proposed that the K-IV project could be included in the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects if its cost was too
high.
Possible proposals
The Hub River source conveyance system was said to have its faults and flaws which made its recorded line losses higher than
what was deemed acceptable. The Chinese company expressed interest in improving the system from Hub source to Karachi.
At the CM‘s request, the delegation said they would work out the estimated cost and other details of installing a 100MGD
desalination plant in Karachi. Besides, the meeting discussed the possibilities of treatment of Malir River wastewater so it could
be used for industrial purposes.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 26/10/2019)

Sindh govt sets up body to re-evaluate K-IV project after Nespak objections
As the fate of the Greater Karachi Water Supply Scheme, also called K-IV, hangs in the balance, the Sindh government has set up a
technical committee to re-evaluate the project after the state-owned National Engineering
Services Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd company (Nespak) raised objections over its design. The
multibillion-rupee scheme, meant to meet the water needs of Karachiites, has remained a
distant dream even after more than eight years of its formal launch, officials and sources
said on Saturday.
The Sindh government had last month confirmed the reports that Nespak had raised
objections over the design and announced its plan to set up a technical committee to
review the project while taking the objections raised by the state-owned engineering
company into account. The fate of the project, the sources and officials said, depended on
the committee‘s findings and final report which it expected to compile within a month.
Headed by the Sindh local bodies secretary with the managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the project
director of K-IV, an officer of Pakistan Army from Corps V, a senior official of the planning and development department and senior
faculty of the NED University of Engineering and Technology and Mehran University as its members, the committee is ready to start
its job.
However, the question haunts many Karachiites in line with the apprehensions expressed by different segments of society and
political parties whether the provincial government was going to abandon the project half way or willing to find a way out for the
scheme. The provincial secretary for local government, Roshan Ali Shaikh, who was heading the technical committee, was hopeful
that the project would meet success and it would ―definitely‖ serve the purpose.
‘The provincial government is really very serious this time’
―We are very much hopeful to complete our job within a month,‖ Mr Shaikh told Dawn. ―The committee has mandate to re-evaluate
the project but it doesn‘t mean that it has lost its significance or is being further delayed. There are only a few technical issues which
emerged after the Nespak report. We hope that these technicalities can be sorted out through different ways and we firmly believe
that the outcome would be positive.‖
According to information available on the website of the Frontier Works Organisation, which is building the giant scheme, the supply
project is 121 kilometres long, that includes a 94km canal, 18km siphon and 773-meter intake and 81 culverts. It says that the
project envisages an alternative route and corridor to serve Karachi‘s water needs for the next 50 years which will reduce the
shortage of water in the area and provide 1,200 cusec or 250mgd to it.
The project was formally launched in 2011. However, multiple causes have delayed its completion and increased its estimated cost
to Rs150 billion. The authorities, however, this time claim to have completed their ―homework‖ and would not let the project get
delayed further.
―Let me tell you that the provincial government is really very serious this time,‖ said Mr Shaikh, the provincial secretary for local
government and chairman of the recently-formed technical committee. ―It‘s not only the K-IV but there are several other projects
which the government is taking up with a clear resolve that they all have to be completed and no one is going to be abandoned.
Resolving the water issue for Karachi and its people is a challenge and the government is confident to meet it with success.‖
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 15, 17/11/2019)
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Water supply line bursts in Liaquatabad
The traffic flow at main Liaquatabad road was suspended on Saturday as a six-inch water supplying line in the area burst late
Friday night. The road in its surrounding area caved in and the traffic was diverted to alternate routes.
The staff of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) completed the repair work on Saturday evening. However, traffic
was not allowed on the road much to the inconvenience of commuters.
Traffic police said that heavy traffic was diverted towards alternate routes due to the caving in of the road. The officials filled the
sinkhole with sand without indicating to travellers that the road was unsafe.
This resulted in traffic moving towards the road and leading to several vehicles getting stuck in the area. Cranes failed to pull out
two trucks trapped in the sinkhole.
The area‘s union council chairman said that the repair work was being delayed due to the flow of water. However, he said that
the pipeline was repaired and water supply to the area will be resumed soon.
The area residents complained that the authorities had already been informed of the fault in the pipeline but their complaints had
fallen on deaf ears.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 05, 24/11/2019)

Question raised in PA about water connections given to Bahria Town
Lack of interest of provincial lawmakers in the proceedings on Wednesday marked the Question Hour session in the Sindh
Assembly as the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf [PTI] members who had submitted written questions and the relevant minister were not
present in the house.
PTI‘s Khurram Sher Zaman and Jamaluddin Siddiqui had posed three written questions each to Local Government Minister Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah.
While parliamentary secretary Salim Baloch was in the house to furnish replies to the lawmakers‘ written and verbal questions in the
absence of the minister, none of the PTI members present in the house opted to put the queries for replies on behalf of their absent
colleagues during the Question Hour.
PTI‘s Zaman, who often complains to Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani that the assembly secretariat never incorporates his questions on
the agenda, had questions regarding fake appointments in the local government department, post of director general of the Malir
Development Authority and city cemeteries.
His colleague had asked the minister about the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board, growing demand for water supply in Karachi
and the steps taken by the provincial government to resolve the water shortage issue.
All six questions of the two absent PTI members were deferred by the speaker as none of the PTI members came forward to put the
questions in the house on behalf of Mr Zaman and Mr Siddiqui.
Only one out of the seven written questions on the assembly agenda was asked in the house that had otherwise very low
attendance of both the treasury and opposition members, although the session began with a delay of one and a half hours.
In reply to a question asked by Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal member Syed Abdul Rasheed, parliamentary secretary Salim Baloch
informed the house that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board had sanctioned two water connections of six-inch diameters each
to Bahria Town.
He said Bahria Town was charged Rs53.238 million each for the two connections and the quantity of average drawing water in a
month was 24 million gallons.
The parliamentary secretary further said that the average monthly bill of a connection to Bahria Town was Rs7.512m.
Answering a verbal question, he said Bahria Town was given the water connections by the KWSB in accordance with the existing
rules.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16, 05/12/2019)

SHC orders fair supply of water to Baldia Town
The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Monday ordered the managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB), the
deputy commission (DC) of District West and SSP of Baldia Town police to supply water on fair basis to Baldia Town. The court
summoned the city‘s DCs and SSPs to the next hearing.
A two-member bench, comprising Justice KK Agha and Justice Zulfiqar Ali Sangi, was hearing a contempt of court petition
against the KWSB MD, for failing to provide water in Ittehad Town, Baldia. Over 100 residents of the area, as well as the KWSB
MD, DC West and SSP of Baldia Town, appeared before the court.
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Advocate Munsif Jan, the petitioner‘s lawyer, maintained that three contractors were selling water under the supervision of t he
water board, providing it to whoever they pleased in exchange for thousands of rupees. He alleged that water was being stolen
under the patronage of the KWSB and the deputy commissioner.
Police officials claimed that the ‗water mafia‘ had occupied three pumping stations in Baldia Town.
The court ordered the KWSB, the DC and the police to take action against the water thieves. The bench also directed them to
provide a fair water supply to the area, warning that it would take action against the KWSB MD if this was not done within 15
days.
Summoning all of the city‘s DCs and SSPs, the court sought a response from the deputy commissioners of all areas regarding
the distribution of water in the city.
When Jan stated that he and the petitioner were being threatened for filing the application, the court ordered the provision of
security for them.
The hearing was adjourned until January 14.
Appeals approved
The bench also approved appeals against the sentences of three culprits in the murder of cleric Allama Hassan Turabi, while
rejecting the appeals of three others.
The court approved the appeals of Mohammad Akbar, Mohammad Ashraf and Raheemullah, ordering their release. However, it
rejected the appeals of Mohammad Amin, Sultan Mehmood and Mohammad Raheem.
According to the police, an anti-terrorism court had awarded death sentences to Amin, Mehmood and Raheem, and life
imprisonment to Akbar, Ashraf and Raheemullah.
Turabi, a prominent Shia cleric, and his young nephew were killed when a suicide bomber blew himself up outside Turabi‘s
residence in 2006.
Providing gas
The same bench also adjourned the hearing of a case pertaining to the supply of gas to villages located within five kilometre s of
gas fields in the province.
The bench was hearing a case related to the implementation of a Supreme Court (SC) order.
With the Centre opposing the supply of gas to these villages, the counsel for the federal and provincial government argued th at
there was no law in the country that mandated the provision of gas to villages within five kilometres of gas fields.
Reading out the SC order, the Sindh advocate general argued that the apex court had ordered the provision of gas to the
villages according to the law, but there was no law in this regard.
The court inquired whether the SC could make a decision outside the law, and the advocate general responded that the SC
should not do so.
―We cannot change the decision of the Supreme Court,‖ remarked the bench.
Stating that the federal government was only ready to provide security for the gas field, the advocate-general completed his
argument.
The additional hearing of the case was adjourned until January 13 due to the absence of the Attorney General of Pakistan and
judicial assistant Makhdoom Ali Khan.
(By Our Correspondent The Express Tribune, 04, 17/12/2019)

Water distribution
PTI lawmakers from Karachi have asked the prime minister to give the distribution of water in the mega city under t he charge of
Rangers to resolve the water crisis. Now it is the sole mandate of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, which is under the
direct control of the PPP-led Sindh government. Proper distribution of water has been a long-persisting issue in the most
populated city of the country. The demand by the PTI seems to be driven by good intentions, as they see that the continued
water crisis in the city is resulting from collusion between the tanker mafia and corrupt officials within the KWSB. The PTI
legislators recently had a meeting with the PM in Islamabad where they discussed Karachi‘s pressing issues like the growing
water shortage, deteriorating public transport, very bad state of cleanliness in most parts of the city, broken roads, street crimes
and shortage of gas. The PM has taken notice of the grievances and he will likely visit Karachi soon.
The distribution of water in the city was in control of Rangers till a few years ago. Then the water supply situation was not as bad
it is now. Now the provincial government‘s response to the proposal is to be seen. As things stand the performance of the K WSB
in both water supply and solid waste disposal has been unsatisfactory. It is generally acknowledged that there is enough wate r
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to meet the city‘s needs, and it is corruption and incompetence that are responsible for the shortage; it is because of an
inefficient delivery system. This is borne out by the fact that plenty of water is available through tankers and other water se llers.
Karachi is facing a plethora of issues. Even impartial observers can say a ‗soft destruction‘ has taken place in the city. T hings
can take a turn for the better only if there is political will. There is a serious shortage of logic.
(By Editorial The Express Tribune, 16, 22/12/2019)

Perpetually in the pipeline: 10 years on, Karachi still hopes to avail full water share
With its more than 16 million-strong population, Karachi faces many problems that are often inherent to cities its size in the
developing world. Its never-ending water crisis, however, has made life nothing short of an ordeal for its people.
Not only do residents need an uninterrupted supply of water for their daily domestic use but considering Karachi‘s status as the
economic hub, its industries also need millions of gallons of water every day.
The city faces an acute shortage of water irrespective of the season. Even when its dams get full to the brim during the mons oon
season, the problem persists.
Over the past decade, the population of the city has doubled, yet authorities have failed to increase the supply of water. Due to
the criminal negligence of the Sindh government and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), two major water -supply
projects under K-IV – that were designed to supply 260 million gallons and 65 million gallons per day – have been hit with
unnecessary delays. For the past three years, no progress has been seen and the completion of the projects remain a distant
dream. At the same time, the up-gradation of the Dhabeji Pumping Station is also stuck in the pipeline.
Karachi needs 1,200 million gallons of water daily to sustain the needs of its population. However, the city is only supplied with
406 million gallons of water per day. Under the distribution system of the water board, 364 MGD and 42 MGD of wat er is
provided for domestic use and the industries, respectively.
Keenjhar Lake
According to the information contained in documents obtained from the water board, together with the discussion held with
relevant engineers, it has been learned that the approved quota for water from the Keenjhar Lake is 650 MGD. However, due to
a lack of capacity in the canal system as well as in the pumps of the Dhabeji station, the total allocated amount of water is not
being provided to Karachi. Instead, the city only receives a total of 510 MGD of water from the Keenjhar Lake per day, which
includes 450 MGD to the Dhabeji Pumping Station, 30 MGD to the Gharo Pumping Station, 25 MGD to the Pakistan Steel Mills
and five MGD to the Port Qasim Authority.
The Hub Dam
As a result of the monsoon rains, a lot of water was stored at the Hub Dam due to which 100 MGD water was being supplied to
Karachi. However, only 70 MGD of water reaches the Hub Pumping Station because 30 per cent of water is wasted due to the
dilapidated condition of the Hub Canal. According to an estimate, billions of gallons of water has so far been wasted because of
the perpetual leaks in the canal. For the past 10 years, the openings on both sides of the canal have been broken but no
concrete efforts were made to fix the issue.
Similarly, throughout the decade, some years faced low rainfall because of which the Hub Dam had dried up and the water
supply to Karachi was reduced to zero. That was the best opportunity for the authorities to carry out the required repair work in
the canal, but the officers of the water board seemingly procrastinated and did nothing to fix the issue.
Undue delays
Per its approved legal share, Karachi should be provided with a total of 750 MGD of water from the Keenjhar Lake and the Hub
Dam but due to a lack of capacity in the water board‘s canal system, together with a lack of capacity in the pumps at the Dha beji
Station and the breakage in the Hub Canal, only 580 MGD of water reaches the pump houses.
The tragedy is such that the citizens of Karachi do not even get the remaining 580 MGD because of leaks and water theft which
leads to a loss of 30 per cent water, which makes 174 MGD. That leaves only 406 MGD of water in the water board‘s system
and the citizens of Karachi have to survive with this meagre quantity of water.
The last project to supply additional water to Karachi through the Keenjhar Lake was completed by the former city government
during the time of the former president General Pervez Musharraf. The 100 MGD project, titled K-III, began in 2004 and was
completed in a record time of two years. In 2010, the city government system was abolished as a result of which the control o f
the water board was handed over to the Sindh government. Since then, the performance graph of the water board been on a
constant decline.
Throughout the decade, the water board initiated three major water-supply projects; the up-gradation of the Dhabeji Pumping
House was started in December 2016, costing Rs1.6 billion to install six new pum ps within two-and-a-half years. However, due
to the incompetence of the engineers, the project was delayed for six months. Finally, the project is its final stages of com pletion
and is expected to start in January 2020. The completion of the project will add 40 MGD of water for Karachi.
Due to the negligence of the water board officials, the excess water project worth 65 MGD has been delayed for the past three
years, which was approved by the Sindh government in 2014. The inability of the engineers can be gauged from the fact that the
cost of the project could not be ascertained when PC-1 was created, which was worth Rs5.9 billion.
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When the water board started the construction of the project in 2017, ground facts were discovered and a revised PC -I was sent
to the Sindh government, which was worth Rs11 billion. The Sindh government is yet to approve the revised PC -1.
In 2019‘s financial budget, the Sindh government allocated only Rs500 million for the project. Per the plan, the project has to be
finished in 18 months, but even after three years, only 15 per cent of work has been done.
The K-IV is the most important water development project for Karachi. The construction work of this project started in 2016
which incurred a cost of Rs25.5 billion at the start. For the purpose, the federal and provincial governments have approved an
equal contribution to the budget. The project was scheduled to be completed in 2018.
However, due to the pressure from various stakeholders, there was a change in the design which led to a sharp increase in cost.
The Sindh government has handed over the task to the National Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK) to scrutinise the
sudden change of design and the resultant increase in cost.
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 05, 29/12/2019)
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