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ENCROACHMENT AND EVICTION

Seminary, shops built on Karachi's Tariq Road park razed

The city administration has launched a drive to clear a park near Tariq Road from encroachments in compliance with a recent directive
of the Supreme Court, an official said on Sunday.

During the recent proceedings, the Supreme Court was informed that a piece of land, measuring around 1,100 square yard, shown
as a park in PECHS on main Tariq Road had been encroached upon.

The apex court expressed resentment at the administrator of the district municipal corporation-East when he requested it to pass an
order about the removal of a mosque situated on the park land. The court while observing that it was his duty to restore public spaces
directed him to ensure the removal of encroachments in a week and restore the land as a park.

A senior police officer, who wished not to be named, said that a seminary, some shops and a house had been demolished during the
anti-encroachment drive on Sunday.

He said the mosque built on the land remained intact as no one tried to raze it.
He hoped that the operation would be completed on Monday (today).
The officer told Dawn that they did not face any resistance from any quarter during the operation.

He said that the district administration had so far not sought the help of law enforcement agencies for removal of the mosque built
there.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 01, 03/01/2022)

SC ignores govt’s request to stay demolition of mosque built on Tariq Road park

The Supreme Court, which is at the centre of a controversy regarding its order about a mosque built on the land of a park near Tariq
Road, on Tuesday ignored government’s request of maintaining the status quo until the Sindh government furnished a fresh report on
the issue.

At the last hearing on Dec 28, 2021, Chief Justice of Pakistan Gulzar Ahmed while hearing a number of cases regarding
encroachments and unauthorised constructions on public spaces had ordered the Karachi administrator to restore within a week the
true status of the park land on main Tarig Road where a mosque with the name of Madina Masjid had been built.

However, the Supreme Court directions created quite a furore and attracted criticism especially from religious leaders, who warned to
create a situation if the mosque was ever demolished.

The request to alter court’s earlier order was made by Attorney General for Pakistan (AGP) Khalid Jawed Khan before a three-judge
SC bench headed by the CJP stating that the earlier directions had created quite an unrest especially when the building of the mosque
on the park land did not have any commercial intent or activity.

CJP says govt can provide alternative space for shifting of Madina Masjid

At the last hearing, the CJP had noted that the layout plan of PECHS showed 1,095 square yards of park on Tariq Road but it seemed
that the park had been encroached upon and a mosque by the name of Madina Masjid had been constructed besides the entire of
the park had been occupied by the mosque except a corner showing perhaps a sub-station of the K-Electric.

During the hearing, the administrator of the district municipal corporation-East had acknowledged the presence of a big mosque on
the park land and that he would ensure that the land was restored to its original status.

On Tuesday, the AGP requested before the bench to alter its earlier direction and order the Sindh government to furnish the report
and until the report was filed issue a stay against the demolition of the mosque since the true facts may not have been brought before
the court.

The CJP, however, regretted that the court cannot take back its order otherwise it would frustrate the entire purpose of removing
encroachment from the Karachi city. In the meanwhile the government can manage the situation by granting an alternative space for
shifting of the Madina mosque, the CJP observed.

But the AGP, without highlighting the real situation, reminded the court that a number of issues had cropped up though the intention
of the court may not be what was being portrayed by certain elements. The CJP observed that he himself had seen the park with his
own eyes.

Justice Qazi Muhammad Amin Ahmed, also a member of the bench, regretted that this was a dangerous trend and there would be no
end to it. He added this was irreligious and Islam did not allow building of a worship place in such a manner.

To build the mosque is a good thing, but the real intention behind constructing the mosque on a public space in fact points towards
some commercial activity, he said.
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Justice Qazi Amin also regretted that the religion should not be used for certain purposes in such a manner, adding the real intent
behind seeking the fresh court order was: “Let the heaven falls but the government should not”.

The AGP pleaded that it was the obligation of the state to provide to its citizens a worship place. He added the court should order
maintaining status quo and in the meantime the government would find the alternative place for the shifting of the mosque.

During the hearing a trustee of the mosque, who was hooked through a video link from Karachi, told the court that the mosque was
built in 1980 with the intention of providing space to the faithful.

However, the CJP observed that it was wrong to suggest that the mosque was built since the people were facing difficulty in offering
prayers.

The court ordered the Sindh government to furnish a fresh report about the park land and the mosque. The court then adjourned the
hearing till Jan 13.
(By Nasir Igbal Dawn, 13, 05/01/2022)

IHC orders demolition of navy’s farmhouses, sailing club in capital

Declaring the Pakistan Navy’s sailing club and farmhouses constructed on the national park land illegal, the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday ordered their demolition and issued directions to initiate criminal proceedings against former naval chief Zafar Mehmud
Abbasi and other officials for approving the illegal constructions.

In a 45-page judgement, IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah ordered the Capital Development Authority (CDA) to take over the naval
farmhouses, saying that navy had “trespassed on the land situated on the embankment of Rawal Lake, and that too in a protected
national park area”.

It noted that the club building “shall not be regularized in any manner for having been illegally constructed in an ecologically sensitive
area in violation of the mandatory provisions.”

The court also declared that the occupation of the land was “illegal, without lawful authority and jurisdiction”.

The navy has been ordered to cease all its activities on Rawal Lake and hand over the land to the Small Dams Organisation, while
the court ordered the Islamabad Wildlife Management Board to restore the natural habitat in the lake’s surroundings.

The court also appointed environmental law expert Dr Pervaiz Hassan as a one-person Implementation Commission to give effect to
the Environment Commission’s recommendations regarding Rawal Lake and to investigate the environmental damage caused.

In addition, the auditor general has been directed to “conduct a forensic audit of PN Farms and Sailing Club to ascertain the loss
caused to the exchequer, which shall be recovered from the officers found responsible for committing illegalities in relation to the
respective ventures.”

In its verdict, the court noted that “the engagement of the armed forces in an activity which is a transgression from the constitutional
mandate e.g. undertaking commercial or real estate ventures etc. is definitely not in the public interest. Its coercive power, strength
and discipline can only be used for the restricted functions prescribed under the Constitution rather than using these characteristics
to enforce its will on the people that created it.”

“Engaging in such undertakings, on the one hand, compromises the professionalism, integrity, cohesion of the Armed Forces while
on the other it weakens the civilian institutions and becomes a cause for distraction from the core function. It damages the relationship
of the Armed Forces with the people and the society,” the verdict noted.

The verdict was issued on a petition filed in the year 2020 by a citizen against the construction of the navy club and denial of citizens’
access to the lake.

The club was first sealed by the court in July 2020 after CDA and navy failed to provide a plausible justification for the construction of
such a structure on the banks of a water reservoir. However, non-commercial activities were later allowed at the facility.

In a written response in Aug 2020, former naval chief Zafar Mehmud Abbasi had claimed that the facility on the banks of Rawal Lake
was “neither a club in the traditional sense nor is it a commercial enterprise”, maintaining that it a sports facility that had been
established on the federal government’s directive after obtaining approval of environmental experts.

In the verdict, the IHC chief justice noted that the two ventures, PN Farms and the PN Sailing Club were directly or indirectly undertaken
by the navy illegally and executed in violation of the enforced law. Criticising the role of civic agencies such as CDA and the
Environmental Protection Agency , the judgement noted: “The relevant authorities and regulators looked the other way and felt
satisfied with the issuance of notices as a mere formality.”

“The Secretary, Cabinet Division shall place the copies of this judgment before the worthy Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet
i.e. the Federal Government. The latter shall take measures for ensuring restoration of rule of law and strict implementation of the
enforced laws within the 1400 square mile area of the Islamabad Capital Territory”, the court order stated.
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The court termed it an irony of fate that “the chief of naval staff and one of the branches of the armed forces i.e. the Pakistan Navy
were involved in violating the enforced laws and transgressions from the mandate prescribed under the supreme law of the country,
the Constitution”.

“The most disturbing factor was the conflict created by one of the branches of the Armed Forces with the society and its citizens. Any
such conflict is intolerable in a society governed under the Constitution,” the order said.

According to the verdict, “The execution of the two ventures, PN Farms and the Sailing Club, is a classic example of the non- existence
of rule of law.”

Through the order, the court declared that the mutation of land in the name of an office of the headquarters of the Pakistan Navy was
unconstitutional, illegal and in violation of the law adding that its ownership of the land would be dealt with by the federal government
as mandated under Article 173 of the Constitution.

The IHC chief justice also declared the No-Objection Certificate (NoC) issued for construction within the naval headquarters land as
illegal and directed CDA to take over the land covered under the purported NOC.

The verdict also singles out the then-naval chief, Admiral (retired) Zafar Mehmud Abbasi, saying that he “violated his oath and
transgressed his constitutional duty by inaugurating an illegal building on encroached land in violation of the Act of 1997 and the
Ordinance of 1960... [Admiral Abbasi and] other officers involved in the illegal construction and inauguration of the sailing club have
made themselves liable to criminal proceedings.”

The order directed competent authorities to ensure that criminal proceedings are initiated against them forthwith, saying “The federal
government shall proceed against Admiral Zafar Mehmud Abbasi under the Ordinance of 1961 for acts and omissions amounting to
misconduct on his part.”

(By Malik Asad Dawn, 01, 08/01/2022)

Demolition of illegal storeys of 96 sg-yd Lyari house ordered

The Sindh High Court on Monday directed the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) to take action against unauthorised and illegal
construction in a Lyari locality and sought a compliance report in 45 days.

A two-judge bench headed by Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi also issued notices to the local government secretary, SBCA, builders
and others as well as the advocate general for the next hearing.

It warned that the director general of the SBCA would be summoned in person if the compliance report was not filed within the
stipulated period.

A petition was filed in the SHC against construction of a multi-storey building in Agra Taj Colony without any approved building plan.
The petitioner submitted that the builders had also started selling units/portions of the under-construction building.

The bench restrained the K-Electric and Sui Southern Gas Company from providing power and gas connections in the subject property
till the next hearing and also barred the sub-registrar of the Lyari Town not to register any unit/portion of the building unless the
issuance of the completion certificate by the SBCA.

The petitioner’'s counsel argued that three builders were raising illegal and unauthorised construction on a plot, measuring 96 square
yards, in Agra Taj Colony and the petitioner was also residing in the same vicinity.

The lawyer further submitted that the ground-plus-four-storey had been constructed and the builders were intending to raise it to seven
floors and maintained that only ground-plus-two-storey construction was permissible in the area in question.

The bench in its order said, “Respondents No.2 and 3 [DG and director SBCA Lyari Town] are directed to demolish illegal construction,
if any, has been raised on the subject plot by the respondents No.9 to 11 without having approved plan and in violation of Karachi
Buildings and Town Planning Regulations, 2002. They are further directed to submit report to this court within forty-five (45) days. In
case of non-filing of report respondent No.2 shall appear in person on the next date of hearing along with report.”

Citing the LG secretary, SBCA, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, KE, SSGC, sub-registrar, Kalri SHO and builders Suleman, Talha
and Naseem Haider as respondents, the petitioner submitted that the builders in collusion with SBCA officials had been raising illegal
constructions and the neighbours, who got serious apprehension of their lives due to illegal and unreliable construction, approached
the SBCA and other officials concerned, but to no avail.

He sought directives for the SBCA to take strict action against the builders.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 11/01/2022)
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IHC orders demolition of navy golf course in Islamabad

Days after it declared two Pakistan Navy projects built on protected land illegal, the Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Tuesday directed
civic agencies to seal the sprawling naval golf course located in the Margalla Hills National Park area, and unless an environmentally-
friendly use can be found for it, ordered its demolition within four weeks.

The court rejected the military’s claim on over 8,000 acres of national park land and ordered the Capital Development Authority (CDA)
to seal the scenic Monal restaurant. It also asked the Ministry of Defence to ensure that the amount received as rent is deposited in
the exchequer.

The court directed the defence secretary to ascertain which officials were responsible for the construction of the golf course, while the
CDA chairman was ordered to probe the construction of Monal and other restaurants located on national park land.

The order was issued by IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah in a case based on a petition filed by environmentalist Professor Zahid Baig
Mirza and an appeal moved by the Monal Group against the order of a civil court related to the lease of its restaurant at Pir Sohawa.

Chief Justice Minallah rejects military’s ownership claim, orders recovery of all rent paid by Monal restaurant

On Jan 7, the court had ruled the Pakistan Navy’s sailing club and farm houses “trespassed on the land situated on the embankment
of Rawal Lake” and ordered them to be razed.

Referring to the navy’s golf course, known as Margalla Greens Golf Club, the court observed: “Pakistan Navy has encroached upon
state land, including the notified area of the national park by illegally establishing a golf course outside the allocated Sector E-8.
Construction on the encroached land and establishing a golf course was and continues to be illegal, without lawful authority and
jurisdiction.”

When Justice Minallah quizzed Defence Secretary retired Lt Gen Mian Mohammad Hilal Hussain on the encroachment of national
park land by Pakistan Navy, he said the Survey of Pakistan and other civic bodies had begun the process of demarcating national
park land, adding that the process would be completed in a couple of months.

In its order, the court said the golf course “shall forthwith be sealed and its possession handed over to CDA and the Islamabad Wildlife
Management Board (IWMB)”, adding that all construction on the encroached land shall be demolished within four weeks, unless it can
be utilised for an environmentally-friendly activity.

The court also directed the CDA and IWMB to work together to restore the land, currently being utilised as a golf course, to its former
state as part of the national park.

The defence secretary has been asked to conduct a forensic audit through the Auditor General of Pakistan to ascertain the loss
caused to the exchequer, and the amount shall be recovered from the officials found responsible for the unauthorised construction of
the gold course.

The IHC chief justice observed that the armed forces, being prestigious institutions, should not become controversial as this was not
in the public interest.

CDA Chairman Amir Ali Ahmed told the court that in addition to the armed forces, several government institutions had encroached
upon the state land. He said a summary has been tabled before the federal cabinet to end the encroachment of state land and its
retrieval from government departments.

Monal restaurant
The dispute between the CDA and the restaurant emerged after the latter started paying rent to the General Headquarters (GHQ)
instead of the civic agency as the directorate claimed ownership of the land on the basis of a notification from the year 1912.

“The claim of Remount, Veterinary and Farms Directorate of Pakistan Army, regarding 8,068 acres of land in the notified national park
area is in violation of the Ordinance of 1979, read with the Ordinance of 1960, and the [Islamabad] Master Plan,” the court declared.

It ruled the federal government did not have jurisdiction to allow the directorate to use the land which was located in a national park
area.

According to the court order, the directorate had no jurisdiction or authority to own, use or keep in possession any land within the
notified national park area.

The CDA had issued a notice to the restaurant in 2021, after their lease expired. However, the Monal Group challenged the CDA
notice, saying that they were regularly paying rent to the army directorate.

However, the court ruled that the directorate had no jurisdiction or authority to execute an agreement with Monal Restaurant and
declared that the rent received by it was also without lawful authority and jurisdiction.

It directed the defence secretary to ensure that the rent received by the directorate was recovered and deposited in the exchequer
within 60 days.
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The court subsequently ordered that “CDA and the IWMB shall forthwith take over possession of Monal Restaurant and thereafter
seal its premises subject to allowing its owner/management to take out its property”.

It also directed the CDA chairman to hold an inquiry and identify the officials responsible for the construction of Monal Restaurant and
other buildings in a protected area.

At the last hearing, the IHC chief justice had asked Additional Attorney General Qasim Wadud to explain how the armed forces could
collect rent from a restaurant.

During Tuesday's proceedings, Mr Wadud referred to a notification from 1912 regarding the allocation of 8,068 acres of land to the
military’s veterinary and farms directorate, claiming that the Ministry of Defence was the lawful owner of this land.

But Justice Minallah reminded him that following the promulgation of the CDA Ordinance, 1960 and the Martial Law Regulations of
1979, which declared the Margalla Hills a protected area, the notification of 1912 had become infructuous, adding that the land now
belonged to the federal government.

(By Malik Asad Dawn, 01, 12/01/2022)

SC declares grant of Gutter Baghicha land to KMC society illegal

The Supreme Court has held that the grant/allotment/lease of 200 acres of land at Sewage Farm, Manghopir Road, Karachi (Gutter
Baghicha) to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) Co-operative Housing Society Limited is altogether illegal, not supported
by law and is void ab initio.

"We, therefore, hold and declare that the grant of 200 acres of land by the Minister, Local Government, Sindh contained in the Minutes
of Meeting dated 06.03.1993 mentioned in document dated 09.03.1993, the approval of the Government of Sindh vide letter dated
25.07.1993, the letter of allotment dated 03.08.1993, the letter of possession dated 03.08.1993 and the lease deed dated 11.08.1993,
are all contrary to law, illegal and thus, set aside, resultantly, all consequential allotments made by the Society to its members are
also declared to be contrary to law and illegal and the same are also set aside and cancelled," a 15-page order written by Chief Justice
Gulzar Ahmed said.

A special bench comprising chief justice and Justice ljazul Ahsan heard the constitutional petition against the allotment of 200 acres
land of Gutter Baghicha to the KMC Co-operative Housing Society Limited, which was meant for park. The court directed the KMC
administrator to utilise the land for the said purpose.

The apex court directed the KMC administrator to submit its report within two weeks showing compliance with its order.

The court order noted that since the time of partition a plot of land measuring 1,016 acres for Sewage Farm on Manghopir Road,
popularly known as Gutter Baghicha existed in Karachi. It was said that the land was meant for amenity purposes.

"This whole plot of land is now almost in the heart of the City of Karachi. The land of Gutter Baghicha belongs to Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) for developing it as a park and creating other amenities in it. With the passage of time, a certain portion of the land
of Gutter Baghicha came to be occupied unauthorizely and it is alleged that some portion of it is occupied by Kachi Abadis while some
part of it is occupied by factory or industry. Graveyards also exist on some portion of this land. On some portion of this land there is
KDA Treatment Plant TP-I, Incinerator Plant and also Pumping Station."

The court said that KMC by law was mandated to establish and maintain parks in Karachi and ensure that none of the plots meant for
such purposes were occupied and encroached upon.

"KMC seems to have failed in securing the land of Gutter Baghicha measuring 1,016 acres and allowed it to be encroached and there
also seems to be some illegal allotments on portions of this Gutter Baghicha land", the order stated.

The top court further observed that the KMC, council, Sindh government or the local government minister were not empowered to
grant 200 acres of land of Sewage Farm, Manghopir Road, Karachi (Gutter Baghicha) to the society.

The order said that the law did not allow such a grant, allotment or sale of land to the society for KMC employees for housing and
commercial use. It said the land as noted in the very provision is to be used for establishing, maintaining or extending educational,
religious and charitable organisations and for the benefit of public.

"Thus, from inception the Society has wrongly claimed the land granted to it under the provision of Section 45(5)(i) of the Ordinance
of 1979 and the very grant made under this very provision by the Administrator/Council or the Government of Sindh is totally against
the law and could only be considered as illegal but void exercise", the order said.

The court also noted that 200 acres of land had been granted/allotted/leased by KMC to the society for use of housing purposes of its
own employees.

"This provision of law does not at all provide that the Council could grant, sell or lease the land of KMC to its own employees for
housing and commercial purposes. The land which is allowed to be granted, sold or leased, in the first place is to associations,
organizations, individuals or any department or institution of the Federal or a Provincial Government and that too for establishing,
maintaining or extending educational, religious and charitable institutions and for such other purposes for the benefit of the public.
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Obviously, the allotment of land for housing and commercial purposes to the employees of KMC will not be that for the benefit of the
public," the order noted.

The court also noted that the land of Gutter Baghicha was not a construction site where buildings for residential and commercial
purposes could be erected.

The court order said that the whole land of Gutter Baghicha was an amenity land and could only be used for establishing a park.

“The leasehold right of amenity plot cannot be granted to a Society nor any such thing is provided in Rule 10 of the Rules of 1975,”
the order said.
(By Nasir Igbal Dawn, 13, 12/01/2022)

Ex-housing society secretary remanded in Nasla case

A judicial magistrate on Tuesday remanded in police custody a former office-bearer of the Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society
(SMCHS) for his alleged involvement in facilitating encroachment upon a portion of a service lane along Sharea Faisal for the illegal
construction of Nasla Tower.

Currently, the 15-storey commercial-cum-residential building is being demolished on the directives of the Supreme Court.

Plot owner Abdul Qadir, the builders of the project, Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA'’s) chairman and SMCHS secretary and
other office-beares, director and deputy director of the master plan department, their subordinates have been booked in a case
pertaining to illegal construction of Nasla Tower by occupying 341 sg-yds of a service lane.

On Tuesday, the investigating officer produced suspect Naveed Bashir before the magistrate to seek his physical remand for
interrogation and investigation.

The 10 stated that the suspect during initial interrogation had disclosed that he was serving as the honorary secretary of the SMCHS
when it allowed the occupation of the service lane in connivance with the officials of the relevant provincial and civic departments.

The 10 said that further disclosures were expected from the held suspect, who might also lead to the recovery of important documents
related to the case. He asked the court to grant his 14-day physical remand to complete the investigation and other legal formalities.

However, the judge remanded the suspect in police custody till Jan 21, directing the 10 to produce him on the next date along with an
investigation report.

According to the FIR, the commissioner was ordered to submit a report to the court after an investigation from various departments
related to the tower.

“[When] the Karachi commissioner got the aforementioned plots investigated from all the departments, it was found that the plot [for
Nasla Tower] is 780 square yards in the SMCHS papers,” the FIR said.

It added that the society had allotted 780 square yards to the owner/builder, Abdul Qadir, who in collusion with his construction partners
and officials from SMCHS, SBCA, Master Plan Department (MPD) and other departments, had built Nasla Tower on 1,121 square
yards and sold flats and shops to people.

It said the apex court had ordered the DIG-East to register a case against all individuals involved in the irregularities of Nasla Tower.
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 19/01/2022)

Anti-corruption dept books ex-SBCA officials, Nasla Tower builders

The Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) has registered an FIR against former Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) officials and
others in Nasla Tower case, it emerged on Thursday.

The FIR has been lodged on behalf of state by Inspector Zahid Husain Mirani of the ACE against officials of the SBCA and its master
plan department (MPGO) and SMCHS office-bearers and members under relevant sections of the Pakistan Penal Code and other
laws.

According to the contents of the FIR viewed by Dawn, a preliminary inquiry was initiated on a directive of Supreme Court. During the
course of inquiry, relevant documents from the SMCHS, SBCA, Mukhtiarkar of Jamshed and Ferozabad, KMC and MPGO were
secured and statements of witnesses were also recorded.

Citing the inquiry report, the FIR said that the management of SMCHS in connivance with Muzamil Amin Darzi, the owner/attorney of
the plot in question, issued letters for allotment of extra land of 264 square yards (meant for amenity/service road) in the year 2006-
07 and forwarded the matter to the MPGO for conversion of land use from residential to commercial for 1,044 square yards without
proper title documents of the plot (sub-lease of plot was only for 780 square yards).

“On the basis of such increase, Mukhtiarkar Jamshed Town Khair Mohammed Dabhri kept illegal entry,” it said.
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The FIR said that subsequently, in the year 2010, another extra piece of land measuring 77 square yards was allowed and such matter
was referred to the MPGO for conversion from residential to commercial for 1,121 square yards.

The ACE in its FIR has nominated 21 suspects. They include the then SBCA directors general Manzoor Qadir Kaka and Ashkar
Dawar; the then EDO (MPGO) Wilayat Ali Data, ex-director Ali Mehdi Kazmi; SMCHS chairman Galib Mansoor, honorary secretary
Naveed Bashir and members Islam A. Khan, Mohammed Asif and Younas Hashim.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 21/01/2022)

SBCA officials get protective bail in Nasla Tower case

The Sindh High Court on Friday granted protective bail to seven former and serving officials of the Sindh Building Control Authority
(SBCA) in a case pertaining to allotment of extra land, illegal conversion and approval of the building plan of Nasla Tower.

A single-judge bench headed by Justice Mohammad Saleem Jessar allowed protective pre-arrest bail for seven days subject to
furnishing solvent surety of Rs50,000 each.

It directed the applicants to surrender before the trial court within the stipulated period as the protective bail would cease to have its
effect on Jan 27.

SBCA officials including Ashkar Dawar, Ali Mehdi Kazmi, Farhan Qaiser, Khawaja Badi-uz-Zaman and Ali Ghufran filed bail pleas
before the SHC.

The Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) had registered a case against 21 former and serving officials of the SBCA and others in the
Nasla Tower case in the light of the order passed by the apex court.

The FIR said that the management of the Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society (SMCHS) in connivance with the owner of the
plot, Muzamil Amin Darzi, issued a letter for allotment of 264 square yard extra land in 2006-7 and the master plan group of offices
illegally converted the land from residential to commercial for 1,044 square yards without proper title documents of the plot as sub-
lease of plot was only for 780 square yards while the layout plan was also of 780 square yards only.

The SBCA approved the no-objection certificate and building plan in 2013-14 without revision of the area in the layout plan and also
facilitated the builder to raise construction in violation of the approved building plan and construction was completed in 2016, it added.

Last month, the apex court had ordered the police and ACE to separately register cases against owners of the building, officials

concerned of the SBCA, SMCHS and other government departments for giving approval in violation of the law.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 22/01/2022)

SHC orders removal of illegal structure

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has ordered the demolition of a six-storey building, constructed without permission, in District Central. It
also directed that a case be filed against the builders and SBCA officers involved.

The court was hearing a petition against the building. The petitioner's counsel contended that SBCA had disclosed, in its report, that
the construction of a ground-plus-six storey building was continuing without permission.

The court ordered the continuation of proceedings against the illegal structure. The SHC ordered the filing of a case against the builder
involved in such illegal constructions. It ordered that a case should also be registered against SBCA officers stationed in the area
during the construction of the building.

The SHC ordered SBCA to remove illegal constructions within two months. It also sought a report on the action at the next hearing.
Meanwhile, the SHC directed the KDA authorities to submit a comprehensive report against the settlement of goths in the suburbs of
Gulistan-e-Johar. The SHC heard petitions against the settlements. Petitioner's counsel DA Altas stated that the court had ordered
the immediate removal of all goths.

"Despite court orders, no action is being taken. KDA allotted lands, but seized them. Goths were leased with the connivance of the
Board of Revenue," he argued. The court consolidated the petitions related to the Gulistan-e-Johar land dispute.

It directed KDA authorities to submit a comprehensive report.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 29/01/2022)

CBC told to clear encroachments from Defence park

The Sindh High Court has summoned the head of Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) asking him to file a report with regard to restoration
of a park in Defence Housing Authority.
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A two-judge bench headed by Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi directed either the chief executive officer or deputy CEO of CBC to
appear in court on Feb 28 along with a compliance report regarding removal of encroachments on the premises of a park in the light
of the directives of the Supreme Court.

The bench in its order said that the petitioner's lawyer referred to an apex court’s order passed in 2018 about restoration of South
Park in Phase Il of DHA.

The petitioner had approached the apex court impugning a 2017 judgement of the SHC which had dismissed a petition seeking
restoration of the park and the apex court had directed CBC to only maintain the water purification plant and shelter of a caretaker on
an specified area of 1,100 square feet of the park.

The SHC bench said that after the apex court order, the court nazir had inspected the park and filed a statement along with the report
of an architect engineer while the CBC also filed reports.

However, the lawyer for the petitioner objected to the reports of CBC stating that as per the report of the architect, container shelter
was covering 747 square feet of the park, water purification plants 342 and water storage tank 907 square feet.

He submitted that the area constructed on the park premises exceeded 1,000 square feet.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 30/01/2022)

Anti-encroachment staff roughed up

Shopkeepers of Light House Market (Lunda Bazar) attacked the staff District Municipal Corporation (DMC) South with iron pipes
during an operation against encroachment.

Officials of the DMC South Anti-Encroachment Department accused Light House Market Association President Hakeem Shah of
instigating the shopkeepers to attack.

The shopkeepers subjected the anti-encroachment staff to severe torture that left Sadaqgat and Ibrahim Yameen in critical condition
with head injuries.

They were rushed to Dr. Ruth KM Pfau Civil Hospital and given immediate medical attention.

The FIR of the incident has been registered in Risala police station. It is to be noted that the staff of south municipality was engaged
in an operation against encroachment and was loading carts, tables, and other seized goods on the trucks when the shopkeepers
attacked them.

Enraged shopkeepers smashed the windscreens, headlights and windows of the government trucks.

Meanwhile, DMC South Administrator Dr Afshan Rabab Syed and Municipal Commissioner Akhtar Ali Sheikh announced certificates
of appreciation to the employees involved in the operation against encroachments,She directed the Director Anti-Encroachment to

ensure that the lives of employees remain safe.
9By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 01/02/2022)

KMC pulls down illegal houses on hills
During a major operation against encroachments in Orangi Town, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) demolished houses
built on hills. During the operation, unknown persons pelted stones at the KMC staff as a result tension gripped the area and the
demolition work was stopped. However, additional police personnel were called who brought the situation under control following
which the demolition work on illegal structures was resumed and ten houses were demolished.

Under the supervision of KMC's Orangi Town Project Director the illegally constructed houses on a hill in Mominabad, Rahimshah
Colony were demolished.

Orangi Town Project Director Raza Abbas Rizvi said that land grabbers have occupied various places in Orangi Town. lllegal
constructions were also taking place on the hills in Rahim Shah Colony.

Raza Abbas Rizvi said that in the last eight months, more than fifty acres of land worth billions of rupees have been recovered.
He said that despite the threats in Orangi Town, the occupation group and the land mafia would continue to be targeted.
KMC sources say if the government land is not auctioned, the land mafia will re-occupy it because they are very influential people

who are openly threatening the government staff and are in possession of government land worth billions of rupees.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 03/02/2022)

Parks to be freed from land grabbers: Wahab

Parks and playgrounds will be freed from the clutches of land mafia, Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab said on Monday.
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"All the parks and playgrounds of the city are property of the people of Karachi," the administrator said at the inauguration of Dr Abdul
Qadeer Khan Park in Clifton area of Karachi.

"In recognition of the services rendered to the nation by renowned nuclear scientist Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, the park in Clifton has
been named after him. Clifton Block 2 residents will have access to quality recreational facilities at this park,” Wahab said. He was
accompanied by Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Vice Chairman and PPP leader Najmi Alam, General Secretary South District
Karamullah Wagqasi, Imran Brohi, Administrator South Karachi D. Afshan Rubab Syed, Municipal Commissioner Akhtar Sheikh and
other officials.

The Administrator Karachi also inaugurated the Senior Citizen Family Park and Gabriel Park Saddar located in Clifton.

All three parks have been renovated and restored by the District Municipal Corporation South. Wahab said that till a few months ago,
these parks depicted dumping points and they were occupied by land mafia.

"We ended the occupation of these open spaces and within a few months the same area was turned into a beautiful parks and
playgrounds where gaming facility has also been arranged for children so that they have a suitable place to play," he added.

He said there were no new resources or funds for it, the only difference was intention. He said that residents of the area were in great
distress but now the roads were also built around it. The Administrator said that some people ask why the KMC is renovating the
parks. He said that in the master plan of Karachi every area was better designed but later, different areas were commercialized which
affected the planning.

"Parks and playgrounds were captured, leaving the city in a state of disrepair and depriving people of entertainment," said Barrister
Murtaza Wahab.

He said that rehabilitation work of parks and playgrounds has been started in different districts of Karachi keeping in view the need of
citizens.

He added that at the same time the basic infrastructure of the city including roads is also being constructed and repaired. "We are
constructing roads in Malir 15, Kalaboard, Lyari and other areas, which will facilitate the movement of citizens," the administrator said.

He said that a tree planting campaign is also underway to make Karachi green and environmentally friendly, under which traditional
shade trees will be planted in open spaces and along roadsides in different districts of the city.

He said those arrangements for tree planting and their protection and irrigation has also been done. He said that various measures
are taken to make the world's largest and most industrialized cities environmentally friendly, adding that Karachi is one of the biggest
cities of the world and the same measures are being taken here too.

"The plants planted in the city will enhance the beauty of different areas by taking the shape of shady trees in future," he said and
added that civic amenities are being provided on better and modern lines, the fruits of which have been reaped by the citizens.

Wabhab said that 15,000 to 20,000 people visit People's Square located in the middle of the city with their families on holiday.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 08/02/2022)

‘College ground illegally occupied’

The Sindh education department in an official communication to the Karachi commissioner and District Central deputy commissioner
has sought action to retake the occupied playground of the Government Degree Girls College North Nazimabad from Sarfaraz Ahmed
Cricket Academy.

Sindh Education and Literacy Department Deputy Secretary lhsanullah Laghari stated in the letter that the department has received
a complaint from the principal of the college complaining that some elements had illegally occupied the college ground. "It is, therefore,
requested to get vacated the occupied ground of the college from the influential persons and also take necessary action against them,"
the letter stated.

The playground, famously known as Kaka Ground, was renamed after Sarfaraz Ahmed when Pakistan won the ICC Champions
Trophy under his captaincy in 2017.

The cricket ground on the amenity plot has been a centre of controversy since the college started to function on this piece of land
around two years ago.

The college principal and students also held a protest over the illegal occupation. The principal said that future and safety of 400 plus
girls was put on stake by Karachi adminsitrator.

"I have documentation of this amenity plot assigned for Education. As per law the amenity plot is not transferable for any other
purpose,” she told the media. Murtaza Wahab has no authority to distribute this land.
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Meanwhile, Karachi Barrister Administrator Murtaza Wahab dismissed the allegations on former Pakistani skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed
for illegally occupying the land of college in North Nazimabad.

Wabhab told the media that the land of Sarfaraz Ahmed Academy is owned by KMC and its charge was given to the cricketer after he
led Pakistan to Champions Trophy triumph in 2017.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 10/02/2022)

Comments sought on petition for removal of encroachment from Landhi cottage industry land|

The Sindh High Court has directed the Senior Member of the Board of Revenue (SMBR) to come up along with comments on March
2 on a petition seeking removal of encroachments on the land meant for the Landhi Cottage Industry.

A two-judge bench headed by Justice Aftab Ahmed Gorar said that on the last hearing, the SMBR was directed to appear along with
comprehensive comments, but he did not turn up on the pretext that he was busy in the Supreme Court.

The petitioners contended that the SMBR was deliberately delaying the matter. Thereafter, the bench again directed him to appear in
person on the next hearing along with comments and warned to pass an appropriate order if he again failed to comply with court
orders.

KMC allotted over 2,300 plots in 1993, but did not give possession to allottees

On an earlier hearing, the SHC had directed the senior officer and the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation to amicably resolve the issue
of setting up the Landhi Cottage Industry and said that this would not only be a source of revenue generation for the province, but
would also reduce unemployment.

It had further said that the dispute between the BoR and the KMC about the land in question could be resolved in the light of a 2016
judgement of this court and the same was upheld by the apex court.

The bench was hearing a petition jointly moved by around a dozen of petitioners while some other identical petitions are also pending
in the SHC about Landhi Cottage Industry.

The petitioners contended that the BoR had given the land in question to the KMC and in 1993 the KMC had allotted over 2,300 plots
to the petitioners and others after balloting, but it never gave them the possession of the plots and in 1996 the BoR had cancelled
such allotments and thereafter, the land has been encroached upon.

They pleaded for removal of encroachments and sought directive for respondents to hand over the possessions of the respective
plots.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 20/02/2022)

Cooperative Market fire compensation claim submitted|

The Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) has submitted to the Sindh government the compensation claim for the
damage caused to the Cooperative Market and Victoria Building by a fire in November last year.

The assessment of damage was undertaken by the KCCI in collaboration with the provincial government. The total amount of the
compensation claim is Rs445 million, according to a KCCI statement.

It said that the losses suffered by the affectees in Cooperative Market and Victoria Building were evaluated at Rs393.75 million and
Rs52.45mn, respectively.

The Sindh government had constituted the ‘Karachi Affected Relief Committee’ under Minister for Industries, Commerce and
Cooperatives Jam Ikramullah Khan Dharejo to assess the damage.

Mr Dharejo has said that as soon as the compensation cheques were prepared, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah along with his
certain cabinet ministers would distribute them among the affectees at the KCCI.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 04/03/2022)

Prosecutor told to argue on fate of police FIR in Nasla Tower case

A district and sessions court has given last chance to the state prosecutor to argue about the fate of a case registered by the police
pertaining to illegal construction of Nasla Tower on encroached land after the Anti-Corruption Establishment lodged an identical case.
The 15-storey commercial-cum-residential building has been razed to the ground on the directives of the Supreme Court, which found
it to have been built in violation of the laws.

Initially, the Ferozabad police had booked Nasla Towner's land owner Abdul Qadir, Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) former
director general along with 15 officers as well as chairman, secretary and office bearers of the Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing
Society for illegally constructing Nasla Tower by occupying 341sq yards of a service lane.

Anti-Corruption Establishment has already registered an identical case over illegally-constructed high-rise
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On Monday, District and Sessions Judge (East) Khalid Hussain Shahani took up the matter for confirmation of interim bail granted to
the multi-storey plaza’s builder and some officials.

At the outset, a deputy district public prosecutor informed that no final investigation report had yet been filed by the investigating officer
of the case.

The judge recalled that a judicial magistrate on Jan 22 had refused to grant physical custody of detained suspect Waseem Sheikh
since he had been booked for committing scheduled offences punishable under the provisions of the West Pakistan Anti-Corruption
Ordinance (XX of 1961).

The judge added that the 10 was also told to produce the suspect before competent court, i.e. provincial anti-corruption court having
jurisdiction.

Judge Shahani noted that the prosecution had not challenged such order passed by the magistrate at the competent forum. Therefore,
he put on notice the deputy district public prosecutor to advance arguments as to what would be the fate of the present case lodged
under the provisions of the Pakistan Penal Code by the police.

The prosecutor requested for time to enable him to argue on the matter so that the same could be disposed of on the next date.
The judge ordered that on request of the prosecutor, the last chance is given to argue on the fate of the present case and adjourned
the hearing till March 10.

The judge cautioned that in case the prosecutor failed to satisfy the court on the fate of the present case, especially in circumstances
where an identical case had been lodged at the ACE, the court would have no other option except to dispose of the pre-arrest bail
application on the question of want of jurisdiction.

Till the next date, the judge extended the interim bail of the Nasla Tower’s building owner and other suspects.
The Ferozabad police had lodged a case under Sections 409 (criminal breach of trust by public servant, or by banker, merchant or
agent), 420 (cheating and dishonestly Inducing delivery of property), 468 (forgery for purpose of cheating), 471 (using as genuine a

forged document) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code.

Later, the Anti-Corruption Establishment lodged an identical case under Section 5(2) of the Prevention of Corruption Act-Il, 1947.
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 14, 06/03/2022)

Owner of Nasla Tower passes away|

The owner of Nasla Tower, Abdul Qadir, passed away on Monday evening, his lawyer said.
Advocate Abdul Majeed Khoso told Dawn that the owner’s brother Ghaffar Katliya informed him that Mr Qadir died in the evening.

He was currently on bail in two cases registered against him by the police and the Anti-Corruption Establishment for illegally
constructing the 15-storey building on Sharea Faisal.

Mr Qadir along with the former and current directors general of the Sindh Building Control Authority and office-bearers of the Sindhi
Muslim Cooperative Housing Society was booked for illegally constructing the project by occupying 341 sg-yds of a service lane.

The building has been demolished on the order of the Supreme Court.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 08/03/2022)

Demolition of pre-partition school building sparks protest in Karachil

While protests were under way against the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government in the centre, the Sindh government of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) on Wednesday was caught itself in a controversy when opposition parties ‘exposed’ its plan to hand over a pre-
partition public school building to a builder despite strong protests from local residents, school administration, students and their
parents.

The PTI, the main opposition party in the Sindh Assembly, took the lead and vowed to take up the matter and use all democratic, legal
and parliamentary means to challenge the provincial government’s controversial decision.

The PTI leaders blamed former president Asif Ali Zardari for ‘designing’ the whole plan under which after the demolition of the school
building “its land will be handed over to a builder to raise a multi-storey structure for commercial purposes”.

PTI lawmakers vow to resist govt plan to give school land to builder

Addressing a press conference outside the school building in Shanti Nagar, PTI MNA Alamgir Khan along with party MPA Arsalan Taj
said: “The Government Boys Primary and Secondary School Manik Mai in Shanti Nagar was built well before partition.
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“It was built in 1930s over a total area of 4,000 square yards. The PPP and its ministers are so shameless that they don’t even care
for the government reaction and do whatever benefits their vested interest. But let us make it clear that the PTI will not allow this to
happen. The machinery is being placed at the school site for demolition, but we will resist this move.”

He added that the school had formally been handed over by the Sindh education department to a builder and no details of this deal
had been made public while the school staff, administration and its students and their parents remained unaware of their fate.

The PTI MPA Mr Taj said that party workers in the area and elders of the neighbourhood learnt about this ‘conspiracy’ and made
several requests to the authorities concerned for more information and stop this development but in vain.

The school, he said, was not just a building but also a historical place. It was constructed in 1930s well before the creation of Pakistan,
he added.

“And now it's being bulldozed only for a residential and commercial project worth billions of rupees. We all know who will be the
beneficiary of this scam — Mr Zardari and his mafia,” he alleged.

“How shameful it is that the [Sindh education] minister himself is admitting that as many as 5,000 ghost schools do exist on record
and they are being closed in the province. And these schools are only those which are only on record. There are thousands of such
schools in Sindh which exist only on paper for embezzlement of funds and budget.”

He cited ‘government reports’, according to which, in 15 per cent of primary and middle schools, which are actually offering education
in Sindh, only two teachers are performing their duties.

A large number of schools are devoid of adequate facilities like drinking water, toilets, playgrounds and boundary wall, he added.
“This is the state of education sector in Sindh and here we are standing at the ruins of a school which was offering education to

hundreds of poor children. This shamelessness would no more be tolerated. The PTI would resist this vandalism,” he vowed.
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 17, 09/03/2022)

267 objections filed over new delimitation of Karachi’s LG constituencies|

As many as 267 objections and representations on delimitation of new local government constituencies in the seven districts of the
city have been filed with the regional election commissioner and the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) is set to notify the final
list of union councils and union committees/wards on March 24, it emerged on Tuesday.

Sources told that the ECP would issue the final list after disposing of all objections and representations on the LG constituencies.
They said that 65 objections and representations, the highest among all, were filed in South district followed by 56 in Keamari.

As many as 43 objections were filed in Malir district, 32 in East, 28 in West, 23 in Korangi and 20 in district Central.

Total 121 objections filed by residents of South and Keamari districts

The seven districts of the city have been divided into 26 towns, 233 UCs and 932 wards.

Four towns were made in Korangi district — Model Colony Town, Shah Faisal Town, Landhi Town and Korangi Town — comprising
37 UCs.

South district has two towns — Saddar Town and Lyari Town — and 26 UCs.
In West, three towns — Orangi Town, Mominabad Town, Manghopir Town — were carved out with 26 UCs.
In Malir district, three towns — Gadap Town, Malir Town and Ibrahim Hyderi Town — with 30 UCs were created.

Five towns were created in Central district — New Karachi Town, North Nazimabad Town, Gulberg Town, Liaquatabad Town and
Nazimabad Town — with 45 UCs.

The sources said the process of delimitation in the province would complete after the issuance of final list of UCs.

They said March 22 would be the last date to communicate the decisions of the authorities to the delimitation committees while the
final list would be published on March 24.

The sources said the first phase of the LG election in the province is likely to begin in May.

The election would be held on the existing electoral lists, the sources said.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 16/03/2022)
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Illegal marriage halls razed

The Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) on Monday launched a grand operation to demolish the illegal marriage halls on the
— 1 Korangi Road.

District administration and police personnel were also present during the demolition being
carried out in compliance with the order of the Supreme Court.

SBCA officials used heavy machinery for demolition of the illegal constructions.
There was no resistance during the demolition exercise.
The SBACA officials said that 42 illegal marriage halls have been set up on residential plots

3 on Korangi Road which will be demolished in the light of the order of the Supreme Court of
Paklstan and the owners of the wedding halls were informed through notices prior to the demolition work.

On the other hand, the owners of marriage halls said that they had filed an appeal in the Supreme Court of Pakistan against the court
decision and their appeal has been accepted but the date of hearing has not been set.

The SBCA officials have also been informed in this regard but despite this, an operation has been launched to demolish the marriage
halls.

Owners of wedding halls say they demand that wedding halls not be demolished until the review appeal is decided.
They said that marriage halls have been set up on residential plots all over the city and the owners of Korangi marriage halls have

also deposited challan amount for regularization and commercialization of marriage halls.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 22/03/2022)

SHC orders immediate end to land grabbing
The Sindh High Court (SHC) on a petition seeking termination of grabbing of lands of Pakistan Post Office Cooperative Housing
Scheme 33 directed the Anti-Encroachment Cell (AEC) to terminate all occupations and ordered deputy commissioner, Mukhtiarkar
and SHO Sachal to comply with the orders of the court.

A bench headed by Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi heard the petition.

The court was furious when petitioner's counsel stated that no action has been taken since 2012 and the occupation has not ended.
Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked that what the Board of Revenue is doing?

The Board of Revenue is not bothered to submit reply in the court. Goths are being established one after the other. How such large-
scale illegal occupations are taking place?

The court, in a conversation with Deputy Advocate General Sindh, said that illegal occupation was being carried out under an
organised criminal manner.

Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked that who will end the occupation? Mukhtiarkar and deputy commissioner have take
initiative to end the occupation.

The court summoned all the concerned officials at the next hearing.

The court also directed the anti-encroachment cell to submit implementation report within 45 days.

Occupation of footpath

The Sindh High Court has directed the hotel management to file a reply within four weeks to explain their legal position on the petition
regarding occupation of sidewalks and roads against Cafe Sada Bahar and Karachi Quetta Cafe located in Saddar area.

A two-member bench headed by Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi heard the petition.

Petitioner's counsel stated that there were stoves and gas cylinders on the street. This illegal occupation should be eliminated.

In this regard, SHO Preedy submitted a report. The report said that the hotel owners have occupied the footpath illegally. The court
remarked that it was necessary to explain how restaurants could be run in such a small space. Garbage is put outside such restaurants
all day.

Sentence quashed

The Sindh High Court while allowing the appeal of Ahmed Saeed alias Saeed Bharam, who is accused of murdering six persons in
Yasinabad area, quashed the sentence.
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A bench headed by Justice KK Agha ruled on the suspect's appeal against his conviction for murder of six persons. The prosecution
failed to present evidence against the accused.

The court ruled that if there was no other case against the accused, he should be released from jail. Defence counsel Amir Raza
Naqvi had argued that the allegations against Saeed Bharam were baseless.

The prosecution also failed to present concrete evidence.

According to police, the Saeed Bharam had shot six people dead in Gulshan-e-Shamim in 2003. Among those killed were Noman
Khan, Tayyab Hussain, Saeed Ahmed and others. A case was registered against the accused in Azizabad police station.

Accused Ahmed Saeed alias Saeed Bharam in his statement under section 164 of the criminal procedure code had also confessed
to being involved in other serious incidents besides killing six persons. A special anti-terrorism court had sentenced Saeed Bharam to
life imprisonment and 10-year sentence.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 13/04/2022)

Cabinet decides to regularise Sindh's katchi abadis formed from 1997 to 2011

The provincial cabinet on Friday decided to amend the Sindh Katchi Abadis Act to extend the cut-off date for regularisation of katchi
abadis in the province from June 30, 1997 to Dec 31, 2011.

After the approval of the amendment, which is widely seen as a controversial move to give legitimacy to illegal katchi abadis being
formed in the province, the settlements found existing up until Dec 31, 2011 will be regularised.

Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, who presided over the cabinet meeting at CM House, directed the Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority
(SKAA) to revisit the regularisation act and remove ambiguities, if any, and table the agenda item in the next cabinet meeting.

The cabinet was told that the SKAA had inventoried 1,448 unauthorised settlements existing partially or entirely on government land
on or before June 30, 1987 for declaration as katchi abadis under the Act, whereas a large number of unauthorised settlements had
been established after the present cut-off date that is June 30, 1997, which could not be regularised under the present law.

Okays low-cost housing scheme for poor, affectees of anti-encroachment drives

Under the existing criteria for regularisation of katchi abadis, settlements could be regularised which are in existence on or before
June 30, 1997.

The cabinet approved the amendment in the SKA Act, 1987 after it was informed that there was a dire need to extend the cut-off date
for regularisation of katchi abadis from June 30, 1997 to Dec 31, 2011 to provide relief to dwellers of these shantytowns.

The meeting held here at CM House was attended by all ministers, advisers, special assistants, new Chief Secretary Sohail Rajput,
chairman of planning and development board Hassan Naqvi and secretaries concerned.

The chief minister said that with an effective strategy of Pakistan Peoples Party leadership, a new government had come to power in
the federal capital.

“This is a new era of cooperation, joint working and prosperity of the country,” he said.

[Low-cost housing schemé
The SKAA also floated a proposal in the cabinet meeting to launch a low-cost housing scheme in Sindh for shelter-less people.

The people affected by anti-encroachment drives could be shifted to low-cost housing schemes.
The cabinet was told that the SKAA had already launched Sasti Basti schemes at different locations in Sindh.

The cabinet approved the proposal and directed the Board of Revenue to identify land in Sindh for the schemes and directed the
SKAA to prepare a plan for its launch.

P&D chairman Hassan Naqvi briefed the cabinet on mid-year review of the Annual Development Programme 2021-22.
He said that overall Rs77.875 billion was released and Rs43.777bn of them was utilised.

He added that 825 out of 1,034 schemes would be completed during the current financial year, adding that 235 schemes had been
reported as un-satisfactory.

The chief minister directed the P&D department not to release funds for such schemes and directed their re-examination.

Differently-abled persons|
A committee for appointment of all categories of differently-abled persons was constituted, which presented its recommendations.
The committee recommended changes in the recruitment rules for persons with disabilities.
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(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 16/04/2022)

SHC orders action against encroachments

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the DIG West to stop encroachment on German School Orangi Town and sought the master
plan and comprehensive report from Karachi Metropolitan Municipality (KMC) at the next hearing.

A two-member bench headed by Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi heard the plea of Shakeel Ahmed and others regarding
encroachment on the land of German School, Orangi Town.

KMC officials informed the court that the concerned officer is not keeping well due to the heatstroke, as a result the layout plan could
not be submitted.

The court directed to submit a detailed report along with the master plan at the next hearing.

The court remarked that allocating the land measuring thousands square yards for the school meant that special planning would have
been done for the school.

Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked that details of school trustees, trust deed and school planning should also be provided.

Is it that the trust is not active and the whole neighbourhood wants to occupy the land? Usman Farooq, counsel for the petitioner,
stated that the management of Indus Hospital has submitted a proposal to KMC for a big hospital on this land.

If this proposal is approved, it would be a great blessing for the poor people of Orangi Town.

The court while giving the task to DIG West to halt encroachment on school land adjourned the hearing until after summer vacations.
Establishment of goth

The Sindh High Court has sought a report from SHO Surjani and others within six weeks on a petition against the establishment of

Rustam Goth on leased land in Surjani Town.

Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi while giving remarks during the hearing of the petition said that the land mafia seems to have
become a big planner in this city as it freely occupies land while regulatory bodies and authorities concerned do nothing.

A two-member bench headed by Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi heard the petition.

The court lambasted the Anti-Encroachment Cell and others saying that it was the responsibility of the government to provide
protection to the lease holders. If the land has been illegally occupied, then it is the responsibility of the government to retrieve it and
give it back to the real allottees.

How are goths being set up on someone's leased land? The court questioned in its remarks, adding that when authorities take no

action, the land mafia continues to indulge in their illegal activity of land grabbing.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 15/05/2022)

Operation against land grabbers to start from Taiser Town: official

Malir Development Authority (MDA) has prepared an action plan to retrieve 5,000 acres of land worth Rs1,200 billion from land
grabbers allegedly linked to a coterie of corrupt officers and politicians known as the Karachi System.

MDA Estate and Enforcement Director Akhtar Mayo said that the first operation would be carried out on Tuesday in Sector 47 of Taiser
Town to relinquish land from illegal land occupants.

The Sindh High Court has already issued an order in this regard. Police, anti-encroachment police, Rangers and other agencies will
take part in the operation against the occupiers; he added, said.

Officials requesting anonymity said that Karachi System runs the network of mega-land grabbing in collaboration with public servants
and representatives.

Being politically well-connected, the Karachi System operatives have remained untouchable by the law so far, but not anymore, the
officials said. Top executive of the province has given a go ahead signal for dismantling the Karachi System, they affirmed.

Meanwhile, Karachi Commissioner Muhammad Igbal Memon, while chairing a meeting issued instructions to the institutions concerned
to complete legal formalities before commencing the operation against land grabbers from Tuesday.

According to officials who attended the meeting, it was decided that action will be taken against 244 land grabbers through mutual
consultation of senior administrative and military officials, in which no one will be spared.

Moreover, officials claimed that former president Asif Ali Zardari and Sindh chief minister Murad Ali Shah have issued
recommendations and directives to take action against the ministers and members of assembly involved in land grabbing.
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ENCROACHMENT AND EVICTION

Rangers, police and other law enforcement agencies have been ordered to be at stand still to take part in the operation. In this regard,
Chief Secretary Muhammad Sohail Rajput has received reports from all intelligence agencies, including Rangers besides all the
investigative agencies.

Rajput has formed a seven-member committee headed by Karachi commissioner to execute the operation against land grabbers. The
committee will be coordinated by Additional IG Karachi, Director General Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA), Chairman
Assaociation of Builders and Developers (ABAD), heads of local government and civic institutions and two other officers.

Separate committees have been formed at district and sub-divisional level vide Order No. So (C-1V) / SGA & CD / 4-14/ LG / 21 dated
27 May 2022 signed by Rajput.

In this regard, the Malir Development Authority has released statistics of occupants and illegal occupants through advertisements in
newspapers.

According to Malir Development Authority, miscreants who have illegally occupied lands and encroachment in the name of villages,
goths in any of the said sectors, should vacate them within seven days, that is June 4, otherwise action will be taken against them
under Anti-Encroachment Act.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 30/05/2022)

Govt reminded of plight of families displaced by anti-encroachment drivel

With the looming threat of the monsoon season hanging over their heads, Gujjar, Orangi and Manzoor Colony nullahs affectees, who
are still living under the open sky, reminded the government of their plight during a
press conference on Friday.

“I am a heart patient. When | was younger | was strong enough to build a little home
for myself and family in Sadiq Nagar of Manzoor Colony. Most of it got bulldozed.
Things are very different now as | no longer have the strength or the finances to build
a home all over again,” said Daniel Nazeer, an affectee.

He urged the Sindh government, the federal government and the army chief to give his
and his neighbours alternate homes at least.

“Me and my family are forced to live on rent after our home was demolished. But the Rs90,000 given to us by the government has
also run out now. We want a home to replace the one we lost,” said Nasreen Liaquat, a Gujjar Nullah affectee.

Rights activist Karamat Ali reminded the affectees that they should not be requesting or urging the government to look their way and
give them a home. “You are citizens of a country with a Constitution that gives you the right to have a roof over your heads,” he said.
“It is so sad that the state is doing the opposite of that,” he added.

“You are not to beg or plead before those who snatch lands and homes from their rightful owners. It is so sad that we have a president
who hails from Karachi where all this injustice took place. He should be ashamed of himself. He should return all his salary and add it
to the fund for building alternate housing for you all,” Karamat Ali opined.

Zahid Farooq of the Urban Resource Centre, urban planner Mohammed Toheed, Anis Haroon, member of the National Commission

for Human Rights and Mansha Noor, executive secretary at Caritas Pakistan, also spoke.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 14, 19/06/2022)
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