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Textbooks embezzlement

CORRUPTION appears to be the common thread in the systemic issues that plague the country’s education sector. Be it the existence
of ghost schools, hiring of teachers, utilisation of funds and resources, plagiarism in PhD papers or cheating in exams — all these
problems point towards administrative, financial and ethical malfeasance by education officials.

One recent incident highlighting how deeply entrenched corruption is, emerged from South Punjab where an official of the Basic
Education Community Schools — a federal project until recently — was caught selling this academic year’s course books of grades
one till three at a scrap shop. The said official was reportedly caught selling, not a few dozen but, around 3,500 textbooks. News
reports also quoted teachers saying that the official also blackmailed hapless teachers in Pakpattan and Okara into paying him
between Rs1,000-Rs1,500 for the ‘delivery’ of books to the education warehouse. The teachers also stated that they complained
several times to the relevant education authorities but received no response. One teacher, quoted in the story, stated that textbooks
meant for BECS schools were being sold in Pakpattan markets for years.

Deplorable as it is, the situation is neither new nor surprising. Tales of all kinds of corruption in the education sector keep surfacing,
even as the standard of education in the country keeps deteriorating. However, what is most shocking in this scenario is that federal
education authorities took no action over a number of years against the crooked official even when reportedly intimated by the
teachers. Corruption does not always involve the exchange of undue favours or funds: negligence and apathy by the authorities is
also one of its manifestations. Although the said official has been arrested, it remains to be seen if he receives due punishment. If the
authorities are truly serious about reforming the education sector, then they must begin by taking dishonest officials to task and
improving service delivery. Effective governance and utilisation of resources are key to a robust education system in any country.
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 11/01/2022)

Mafia after school plot
The builder mafia is out grab the land of school serving the community since 1933.

Established by Ram Krishan Dalmia on the premises of the Dalmia Cement Factory, the school continues to serve the local community,
though the cement factory ceased to exist decades ago.

Leader of the Opposition in Sindh Assembly, Haleem Adil Sheikh, Wednesday, said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf will resist an attempt
for grabbing valuable land of a pre-partition school in Dalmia area of Karachi by land mafia in connivance with relevant departments
of Sindh government.

The Manik Government Boys Secondary School Dalmia was established in 1933 by Ram Kirshan Dalmia and is providing educational
facilities to residents of the areas from generation. In 1993 the land of closed cement factory was allotted to Kolachi Cooperatives
Housing Society which reportedly sold the piece of land where school building is situated to a builder.

Haleem Adil Sheikh, after receiving complaints from area residents, visited the school along with PTI MPA Arslan Ghumman, Akber
Morejo and others. He inspected different sections of the school building and met with teachers and students of the school and
residents of area who told the opposition leader that they all were against proposed shifting of the school to new location.

Sheikh said that around 90 year old school was a historical asset and it could not be demolished, but Murad Ali Shah led Sindh
government was attempting to raze a historical building. An under construction building on a residential plot of Kolachi Cooperative
Society was named as Manic school while school administration was directed to vacate the existing school building, he said adding
that earlier play ground of the school was handed over to builder mafia and now school itself was under threat.

PTI member Sindh Assembly Arslan Ghumman while speaking at the occasion said that Sindh Education Minister Sardar Shah had
recently closed 11,000 schools across Sindh and now they wanted to close down this historical school as well.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 13/01/2022)

The education dilemma

JAMEELA'’S husband, Hassan, died six months ago. They have four children: one son 14 years, two daughters aged 10 and nine
years, and another son who is only a year old. Hassan, when he was well, used to run a
small grocery store.

When Hassan fell ill — he had tuberculosis and kidney failure — he had to shut down the
shop. All of the savings the family had were used over the three months Hassan was ill.
For the last six months, Jameela has been getting financial assistance from her brother.
But her brother has a family of his own and only earns Rs22,000 per month. He has used
all of his savings too and has said that he will not be able to help Jameela with much, on
a monthly basis, in the future.

Jameela has moved her three elder children from low-/medium-fee private schools to
tuition-free government schools. She had no option. But she is not happy with the decision as she has significant concerns about the
quality of education at the government school. The children were also initially not too happy at the loss of their friends and with the
state of infrastructure at the government school, but in three months or so they have made new friends and have reconciled to the
change.
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Jameela is a bit concerned about her older son. He has, over the last six months, since Hassan’s death, become quieter, more
reclusive and even secretive. The change of school has not helped either and her son has chosen not to or has not been able to make
good friends at the new school. She is not sure how to handle the situation and hopes it will not lead to an adverse outcome.

Is ‘free’ education only about doing away with tuition fees and providing textbooks?

Though some people have suggested that Jameela should seek help from Ehsaas/BISP and other government programmes, she has
not been able to venture out and look at possibilities yet. Some better-off people have stepped forward to help with resources for
‘rations’ and other necessities. But this help has been limited and is also a bit unpredictable. In addition, it comes at the cost of dignity.
Jameela does not have options yet, but she is looking for them. All of these options have significant intended and unintended
consequences.

Some relatives are putting pressure on Jameela to get her son out of school and get him a job or go for vocational training. They ask,
what will be the point of him staying in school till Matriculation? They feel her son will not pass Matriculation and if even he does, it
would be meaningless since they will not be able to afford college education. Instead, if he opts for a vocation, he can get training and
start earning right away too. A local automobile workshop owner as well as the local barber shop owner, both of whom knew Hassan
and whose shops were close to his grocery store, have agreed to employ Jameela’s son and teach him the relevant skills. They have
even agreed to pay him Rs3,000 while he learns and raise his salary to Rs10,000 after the first six months. They have promised to
provide for his lunch too. Rs10,000 is tempting. Jameela is in a fix. She really wanted her son to be educated and to have the
opportunity to be a doctor or engineer.

Jameela is starting to think about finding a job herself as well. She passed her Intermediate examinations before she was married but
could not study beyond that. She does not have any job experience but feels she could work as a receptionist or in a garment factory
(she is a proficient tailor and has been making shalwar kameez suits for her son and her daughters). Though she has asked around,
she has not found work yet. The other problem with work is the care of her one-year-old. She will have to make her 10-year-old
daughter stay at home to look after her little brother while she is away at work. Again the same dilemma: she really wanted her
daughters to study and graduate so that they could become financially independent if needed.

In a welfare state, Jameela would have a) support for her necessary expenses, b) support for the education of her children, and c)
child support for her one-year-old. But here none of these are available. Ehsaas is not enough and Jameela has to depend on the
generosity of individuals. She finds it hard to ask for help but, currently, has few options other than to ask whomsoever she can.

Article 25A of the Constitution promises free and compulsory education to all five- to 16-year-olds. Is ‘free’ education only about doing
away with tuition fees and providing textbooks? Jameela’s son could be contributing a significant portion to the household budget if
he were to switch to a job. Jameela could also take a job if she removed her elder daughter from school. But in both cases the cost,
in terms of future possibilities for both the children and the household, would be significant. Should the promise of ‘free and compulsory’
education not be dealing with such issues? Should it also not include a promise for access to quality education? If Jameela’s son
passes his Matriculation examination but the quality of education he gets is so poor that he is not even able to read or write properly,
will that be the true fulfilment of Article 25A?

Jameela’s case might be a particularly difficult one. But with poverty levels where they are in Pakistan, a significant percentage of the
population faces similar challenges between the need to raise current income and to invest in securing access to quality education
(future possibilities). The majority of households in Pakistan are not getting access to quality education for their children and this not
only restricts prospects for the coming generation, it also makes it unlikely that Pakistan could go on to a path of sustainable high
growth.

(By Faisal Bari Dawn, 06, 07/01/2022)

Many Karachi schools suspend on-campus classes amid Covid cases resurge

As the Covid-19 positivity ratio rises in the country, especially in Karachi, and authorities ponder over whether to keep schools open
or closed for children under 12 years of age, some private educational institutes in the metropolis have decided to revert to online
classes from Wednesday.

Also, the directorate of inspection and registration of private institutions of the school education and literacy department, Sindh, has
issued an advisory for parents to protect their children against the Omicron variant.

Pointing out that the new variant of the coronavirus is spreading at the rate of more than 40 per cent in Karachi, directorate’s Mansoob
Hussain Siddiqui has offered suggestions to parents that include not to take their children to weddings, it being wedding season, and
also other public places.

He said that the government intended to keep educational institutions open for the process of education to continue without suspension
and save the precious time of the students.

Govt asks parents to protect their children from Omicron variant; says it intends to keep educational institutions open
Still, they can have their children vaccinated. For this, district health department teams are visiting the schools. Also, children must

not be allowed to go or be taken out unless unavoidable. They must also be kept away from gatherings or crowds such as weddings
and parties, markets and malls, parks, etc.
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When in schools, they are to strictly observe all the standard operating procedures such as wearing of masks. On their return from
school, they may be asked to wash their hands and faces with soap to get rid of any possible germs.

The list of recommendations also advised that they not be allowed to purchase anything to eat from outside.

The advisory also added that parents as primary caregivers must ensure that their children take the necessary precautions to save
themselves from the pandemic.

Online classes to continue until month end
Meanwhile, some private schools in the city have decided not to take any undue risks as they have suspended on-campus classes.

Mrs Kermin Parakh, principal, BVS Parsi High School, told Dawn that it should come as no surprise since so many people are falling
ill. “Most private schools have been shut since January 1. So many teachers are sick. Some have Covid. This includes parents, kids
and whole families so we are reverting to online classes,” she said.

As per their naotification, the school will be doing online classes from “Wednesday, January 19 till Friday January 28” following which
they will take the weekend to review the situation.

“If things settle down, we will commence regular school from January 31,” the notification read, while also adding that students are to
be in uniform and on time for their online classes.

The Mama Parsi Girls’ Secondary School has also decided the same, “The last week of January we’ll be deciding and thereafter
informing you whether to start on-site school from January 31 or to carry on with online teaching,” read the Mama Parsi School note
to parents. It also reminded them to inform their van transporter for their daughter’s pick and drop service to and from school
accordingly.

Not taking things lightly but also concerned about what parents think, the Dawood Public School has decided to conduct a survey
asking parents about continuity of on-site schooling during the current resurgence of Covid.

Private Schools Management Association chairman Danish uz Zaman also said that they need to consider parent’s situation regarding
this matter also. “Most schools can organise online classes now but many parents cannot afford to provide their children with the
gadgets needed to take online classes,” he said.

“You have to keep in mind that 80 per cent of private schools here are not elite schools. They charge fees from Rs500 to Rs5,000 and
they are doing all that they can to educate children from middle class homes. Already, many students have suffered due to school
closures since 2020. Some have returned with horrible handwriting, some have forgotten their lessons and need to go through several
rounds of revisions,” he said.

“For these schools, it is best to carry on with physical classes while following SOPs such as wearing masks and taking care of social
distancing. In case any school is unable to do that, there is the directorate of private schools to complain to about that school,” he
said.

As that debate carries on, almost all private universities as well as their students are now well-equipped to switch to online classes.
The first to take the decision to suspend physical classes for now is the Habib University. It went online from Monday, January 17.
Several A-Level colleges in the city have also quietly switched to online classes.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 19/01/2022)

Is education a priority?

EVERY year we celebrate the fact that the allocation for education by federal as well as provincial governments goes up by 10 to 15
per cent. This has been happening for quite a few years now. All provinces feel the
pressure to raise their education budgets, and they do.

Indeed, some of the increases are substantial — this year, the Higher Education
Commission is going to get about Rs5 billion more, while for Punjab the 10pc to 15pc
increase means an additional Rs30bn for the education sector.

Even allowing for the fact that the increases mentioned above are in nominal terms,
the educational budgets of the provinces have increased by 50pc to 80pc over the last
five to seven years. Though we are still only spending about 2.3pc of GDP on
education, it is a significant percentage of the provincial budgets.

Will the increase in the education budgets be able to address the inequities in our learning systems?
The government’s own statistics acknowledge that some 21 million-plus five- to 16-year-olds are still out of school.

We have not achieved universal enrolment even at the primary level. In fact, if it were not for the increase in enrolment of children in
private-sector schools, the overall enrolment rates would be showing a declining trend. Our high dropout rates mean that out of 100
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children enrolling in grade 1 in Pakistan, only five to six make it to college level. Our transition rates, from primary to middle and high
school are pathetic.

But, despite these increases in the private sector, there are too many two-room primary schools where basic infrastructure facilities
are missing, and we do not have enough middle and high schools to offer a higher transition rate from primary to middle schools.

We do not have enough teachers to ensure that every primary school has as many teachers as classes: multi-grade teaching is quite
common. Punjab is promising to recruit some 77,000 teachers this year to ensure that there are at least four in every school. The
situation in other provinces is no better.

Meanwhile, examination results at all levels — grade 5 or the civil service exams — show that the quality of education that most of
our children, barring the minority that go to high-fee private or elite government schools or universities, receive is quite poor.

Grade 5 children, on average, are one or two grades behind where they should be, and only 2pc or so of the candidates who take the
civil service examinations even pass the written test.

Given this situation, what will an increase of 10pc to 15pc in the budgets achieve on the education front? What is there to celebrate
in such increases? Will these increases allow us to fulfil our constitutional obligation of providing every child in Pakistan with 10 years
of quality education?

Will these allow us to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals that we are a signatory to? Will these increases be able to address
the tremendous inequities in our education system and allow every child to explore his or her potential fully?

It is not just about the money. All provinces have, consistently, shown a low use of development funds within the education sector: of
the money that is budgeted for the sector at the beginning of the year, only 50pc to 70pc is actually spent. The rest of it lapses.

Non-development expenditures are usually utilised well: these are mostly spent on salary budgets. Teachers’ salaries are indeed the
main expense in the education sector so it is not a surprise that most of the money is spent on these. But the poor utilisation of funds
for non-salary heads tells us about the kind of priority we attach to development or quality-enhancing expenditures.

It is also about how the money that we actually spend is utilised.

In Punjab, laptop distributions come out of the education budget. Where is the evidence that giving laptops will improve the quality of
education in the country? It might be a popular move and an attempt to get votes, but how is it about educational quality or outcomes?
Daanish school expenditures are also educational expenses. The spending of billions on a few schools when 50,000-plus schools are
still lacking teachers as well as some basic infrastructure facilities needs to be justified.

We have never seen any sound evaluation of the contribution that the Daanish schools are making. All provinces are moving towards
distributing laptops, tablets and LED televisions to teachers and schools: do we have any evidence that these are going to enhance
quality and improve learning among children?

Do provincial governments see public education as a priority? If we go by the increases in the provincial budgets, we might say yes
and this is how many have been interpreting the increases over the last few years.

But there is another way of thinking. The increased expenditures are definitely not going to address the issues in education as a) the
increases are small and the problems very large, b) a significant portion of the increased budget is not going to be spent, c) and even
if it is, spending priorities have not been thought through and are not going to address the access or quality issues that we face.

Clearly, governments are according low priority to education issues: the increased funding is just for the political appeasement of
concerned lobbies. If education was indeed an area of high priority and governments wanted to accomplish something, there would
be a lot more debate on educational issues in political parties and government circles — the best of political leaders would be made
education ministers, there would be a lot more innovative thinking on how to achieve our educational goals and there would be political
consequences for not delivering. We do not see any of the above.

(By Faisal Bari Dawn, 06, 21/01/2022)

Appointment of new acting KU VC from panel of 10 senior professors ordered

The Sindh High Court on Tuesday directed the provincial government to reconstitute the search committee for the appointment of a
permanent vice chancellor of the University of Karachi within two months and complete the process of interviews of all candidates
afresh at earliest.

A two-judge bench headed by Justice Aftab Ahmed Gorar after noticing serious allegations levelled against acting KU VC Prof Dr
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi directed the varsity administration to send to the chief minister names of 10 senior most professors in BS-22 in
accordance with the seniority list so that he could nominate one of them as the acting VC in the intervening period.

While disposing of a set of petitions challenging the procedure of appointment of VC at KU, the bench said that the petitioners sought
appointment for the post of VC on the ground that they met the criteria, but due to a lethargic attitude and biases of the search
committee they had been deprived of the position.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1672771/appointment-of-new-acting-ku-vc-from-panel-of-10-senior-professors-ordered

EDUCATION

SHC gives Sindh govt two months to reconstitute search committee, hold interviews afresh for regular VC

“Therefore, at the first instance, the search committee needs to be dissolved and a new search committee may be ordered to be
constituted to evaluate the eligibility/qualification and other criteria as outlined in the advertisement and the shortlisted candidates may
be recommended to the competent authority (Chief Minister Sindh) for appointment of Vice-Chancellor University of Karachi,” the
bench ruled.

It directed the Sindh government to expedite the process by ensuring reconstituting the search committee within two months.

After its constitution, the search committee must send the copies of the original academic certificates/degrees/publications of the
petitioners and other candidates to the Higher Education Commission for verification, the court said and directed the HEC to submit
its report after ascertaining the genuineness or otherwise of such documents to the search committee in a sealed envelope within one
month.

The bench in its order further said that as per dicta laid down by the apex court, the Sindh government was required to constitute a
search committee consisting of not less than three and not more than five members for making recommendations for the appointment
of VC.

It said the basic object of the search committee was to examine the eligibility criteria of the candidates as set forth under the law and
recommend three persons in order of the merit to the government, which must proceed to notify the person of highest merit unless
there were cogent reasons for not appointing him/her which must be duly recorded in writing and should be justified.

Besides, the chief minister must also record valid reasons if he disagreed with the findings of the search committee, it added.

The SHC further said that it felt appropriate to direct the provincial government to interview the candidates for the post of VC on
camera through the new search committee and its recording be made available if needed by any court and the same must also be
uploaded on the website of the Sindh government.

“Before parting with this order, we have noticed that serious allegations have been levelled against the present Acting Vice-Chancellor
of the respondent university as discussed in the preceding paragraphs, therefore, we deem it appropriate to direct the respondent-
university to forward the names of 10 senior most professors according to the seniority list maintained by the respondent university to
be placed before the worthy Chief Minister, Sindh to nominate one senior-most professor in BPS-22, who shall be notified as the
acting Vice-Chancellor in the intervening period,” it concluded.

The SHC directed the chief minister, secretary of the universities and boards and HEC chairman for compliance of its order.

Prof Dr Mohammad Ahmed Qadri, Prof Dr Moonis Ahmar, retired Prof Dr Syed Ehteshamul Haque and others petitioned the SHC last
year stating that the authorities concerned had advertised the vacant post of vice chancellor and later a corrigendum was issued in
which the criteria relating to experience, research work and age was changed to give benefit to a few candidates and to seemingly
exclude the petitioners in an afterthought manner.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 02/02/2022)

Headmaster, school peon acquitted in blasphemy case|

A sessions court has exonerated the headmaster of a government school and a peon from all charges pertaining to a blasphemy case
registered against them in 2018.

Headmaster Javed Akhter and peon Muhammad Shahid Khan of Government Badri School Liaquatabad were charged with burning
textbooks of Islamiat for classes IV and V.

Additional District and Sessions Judge (Central) Dr Shabana Waheed recently pronounced her verdict reserved after recording
evidence and final arguments during the lengthy trial spanning over three years.

The judge ruled that the prosecution had failed to prove the charge against the accused.

She extended the benefit of doubt to the accused and acquitted both of them under 265-H(i) (acquittal or conviction) of the criminal
procedure code.

According to the prosecution, complainant Muhammad Janagir had reported that on Aug 5, 2018 he along with his granddaughter
was passing by the Govt Badri School when he saw Akhter and Khan burning Islamiat textbooks.

He added that he tried to stop them from doing so while area residents gathered there and started beating the accused, who managed
to escape.

The judge observed it appeared that there were material contradictions in the testimonies of the prosecution witnesses.
She noted that complainant Jahangir, who is the star eyewitness of the prosecution, during his cross-examination also specifically

admitted that “at the time of fire, | myself did not see any religious book except for papers, which were being put on fire by the accused
persons”.
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The judge remarked that there was no direct evidence against the present accused, as none including the complainant had described
the act of burning the textbooks containing verses of Quran.

“In my humble opinion the evidence led by the prosecution is highly unreliable and insufficient to rest a belief on it for recording
conviction on a capital charge,” the judge concluded.
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 08/02/2022)

Restoration of student unions

After years of struggle, students have now completed their long journey to achieve the restoration of student unions. The Sindh
Assembly has enacted a law allowing student unions in the province. The legislation was passed unanimously demonstrating that all
parties felt the need for revival of student unions that were banned in 1984. The ban was aimed at providing an environment conducive
to education and to prevent petty politics on the campus. The step backfired. The bitter experience of violence at educational
institutions and periodic disruption of academic activities bear this out. The ban only harmed students and introduced gun culture on
the campus. Student wings of political parties fought violent battles on the campus vitiating the academic atmosphere. The ban
thwarted healthy activities and disturbed education.

Student unions serve as nurseries of democracy. They promote exchange of ideas and healthy debate among the youth and nurture
in them the spirit to respect difference of opinion. Now all these positive avenues will be available to students. The law will allow
student representation on decision-making bodies like the university senate and syndicate besides the formation of a student
committee against harassment. As students from different social backgrounds come together on the platform of unions, it will help
attain improved cohesion on the campus as well as in the larger society. Elected unions help students throughout their academic
career. They guide them in matters concerning solution to their problems. Unions act as a bridge between university authorities and
students, thus facilitating redressal of the latter’s grievances. Student complaints may range from improvement in studies, harassment
and hostel accommodation to extra-curricular activities. The absence of unions left students confused as to who to approach for
resolution of their issues. Now students can raise their concerns with unions and they will get a helping hand from them.

A mechanism for implementation of the new law will be decided in two months. The government should take student representatives
in the loop in this regard. The law seeks to curb violence on the campus — something that is essential for pursuance of education.
Now a vibrant academic and cultural atmosphere is expected at universities.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 13/02/2022)

Schedule for inter, matric exams announced|

The steering committee of the Sindh education department met here on Tuesday to decide about the board examination and
admissions schedules for the new academic session 2022-23.

The meeting decided to commence examination of classes four to eight from May 2.
It announced that board exams of classes nine and 10 will begin from May 17, while their results are to be expected on July 17.

Consensus was also achieved on exam paper pattern, which is that 40 per cent of the questions in exam papers will be multiple choice
questions while 60pc of the papers will comprise theory questions.

All education institutions will observe summer vacations from June 1 to July 31 while admissions for high schools will also take place
during this time, and new classes will start from Aug 1.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 23/02/2022)

Reviving unions

ON Feb 11, the Sindh Assembly passed a bill reviving student unions. The bill received support from both the treasury and opposition
benches. Campus administrations have been tasked with developing the modalities. Many
quarters, including politicians, have hailed the move.

Most progressive people have welcomed the decision. However, many concerns have been
voiced by students’ parents whose generation can recall the times when unions existed and
also the 1980s when they were banned. Frequent campus closures, disruption of academic
activities, uncontrolled violence leading to loss of life and destruction of campus property,
intimidation of university staff, misbehaviour with professors, open display of arms and
ammunition and the resultant academic loss are not memories that can be set aside. The
bigger question is how university administrations will conduct academic life and evolve the
otherwise desirable culture of student democracy without jeopardising education.

Across the globe, student unions have evolved as democratically run institutions to safeguard and promote the interests of the student
fraternity on campuses. In any institution, there are several interest groups — students, faculty, non-teaching staff and university
management. The corporate sector and industry also participate in university affairs. Universities often function in a manner where
interaction between various stakeholders is often undemocratic. Crucial decisions such as fee increase are taken by managements
often without consultation with other stakeholders. In such situations, a well-organised student union is an effective negotiating tool
for the collective interest of students.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1676606/schedule-for-inter-matric-exams-announced
https://www.dawn.com/news/1676779/reviving-unions

EDUCATION

Besides, student unions are training grounds for future leadership roles. Many world leaders, including Pakistani politicians, were
involved in union affairs as students. The unions also provide a platform to organise events, activities and other creative pursuits.
They work as autonomous organisations within the campus framework where the management normally gives due regard to their
existence and conduct. Almost all universities and higher education institutions, particularly in the West, have a tradition of strong and
vibrant student unions.

Concerns have been voiced at the rebirth of student unions.

In Pakistan, student unions and their activities were seen as near-criminal by successive governments. Some campaigns led by
students in Karachi had far-reaching consequences for the political destiny of this country after independence. In the early 1950s, a
city plan was made to accommodate the functions of a capital in a suburban location. Soon thereafter, student protests erupted against
a high-handed move by the civil administration. Many believe that the decision to shift the capital away from Karachi was taken around
that time. Besides the Karachi University was built in a location far from the city limits. During Gen Ayub Khan’s martial law, student
unions were continuously hounded. Some years after the 1977 coup, the unions, that had been facing the establishment’s wrath, were
banned in 1984. They now stand revived in Sindh after 38 years.

The past performance of various student unions has also been criticised. Student union activity was hijacked by external political
groups. Instead of focusing on the well-being of the student body that these unions claimed to represent, many elected unions featured
despots that aimed to enforce the political (and religious) manifesto of their parent outfits. Violence and the use of brute force became
the trademark of student politics. Use of fire arms, taking campus management staff hostage, and clashes with other student groups
left few to sympathise with the cause of unions.

Unions did not take into account the vital services needed by the student fraternity. Career counselling and seminars, healthy co-
curricular activities such as declamation contests or literary and cultural pursuits, debates and guidance on political awareness were
some domains which were hardly focused on during the tenure of the unions.

In the case of certain politico-religious parties controlling the unions, coeducation in universities became a burning issue. The situation
became so bad that Rangers were posted at campuses to keep classes running. This was far from the ideal solution; however, it was
the only option left to the administration.

The relationship of student unions and political parties, violence, the exploitation of unions for extra-academic purposes such as
promoting religious extremism and intolerance are among those topics that must be thoroughly debated. The positive points too must
be discussed. But above all, it must be kept in mind that channelling the energies of our educated youth in the right direction can lead
to welcome social changes.

(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 07, 24/02/2022)

Students use indigenous materials to build eco-friendly hut|

During a three-day joint Pakistan and Bangladesh workshop being held off Marriott Road on the lane behind Denso Hall, also known
as Rahguzar, female architecture students from three universities got busy working with
bamboos.

They were building a bamboo hut under the supervision of Pakistan’s first female architect
Yasmeen Lari. The students belonged to the NED University of Engineering and
Technology, Dawood University of Engineering and Technology and The University of
Lahore.

IZero carbon movement

During the workshop, the architecture students were introduced to bamboo cutting
procedures followed by making and assembling prefabricated panels and roofs and then
completing the structure by putting together the panels to erect walls and roof.

It was a great way of engaging universities and youth with the zero carbon movement.

It is Yasmeen Lari’'s belief that architects should not limit themselves to one medium of construction. There are other ways and
materials, too, besides using concrete and cement to build houses and buildings. She has herself worked with indigenous materials
such as mud, limestone and wood to make better cost-effective, eco-friendly and safe houses for poor people and those displaced
due to natural disasters such as earthquakes, storms and floods here.

Three-day Pak-Bangla architecture workshop concludes
On Wednesday, the concluding day of the workshop there, like on the previous two days, there was a big electronic screen put up in
the lane. Community architects, master planners and teachers also joined in through live streams from Bangladesh to exchange views

about low-cost housing, women builders and women masons and creating green spaces in communities.

The Rahguzar, where they have created a landscaped street in the middle of a busy market, is a fine example of this.

[Students going to London|
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Through the initiative of the British Council, Heritage Pakistan and the International Network for Traditional Building, Architecture and
Urbanism some of the students building the bamboo hut during the workshop are now looking forward to travel to London in March to
set up a similar structure in Granary Square to set up a unique example of Pakistan/Bangladesh cooperation and female
empowerment.

Esha Shafqat, a fourth-year student of architecture from the University of Lahore, was excited to be going to London. “It will be my
first time abroad,” she told Dawn. “Actually, Ms Lari is sponsoring three students, one from each university here. But my university
has said that they will be sending the rest of their students themselves,” she shared.

The girls were all wearing sneakers as they got busy building the roof. A pep talk before that saw one of the seniors telling the rest to
be careful when climbing up the structure. “If you have height phobia, take care of your balance and try not to look downwards. Take
care of yourself as well as others,” advised a senior.

Sehrish Anwar, another fourth-year student from Dawood University, pointed to the other things made out of bamboo at Rahguzar.
“Look at the dustbins, the planters, the bathrooms here. They are all made out of bamboo,” she said.

Maria Amur, her friend, said that they had been carrying out surveys, collecting public opinion about what people think buildings should
be like here. “There are 20 people living here in houses built on 120 square yards. That's how so many succumbed to Covid-19 here.
There is no circulation of air in our concrete structures,” she said.

ISustainable approaches|
Nawal Khan, a third-year student from NED, said that architects needed to look into sustainable approaches that require less
maintenance while lowering the carbon footprint.

“We are all working with materials in view of geographical conditions and climate change,” said Ms Lari.

“Pakistan is most vulnerable due to climate change just like Bangladesh. Women being sensitive to these things are taking the initiative
to build low-cost housing themselves. It is also about women empowerment,” she said.

“A major portion of our population here happens to be below the poverty line and thus they are living in slums, which are vulnerable.
but it is lovely to see so many involved in community work, building amazing structures using new technology and material,” she
concluded.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 24/02/2022)

Whither higher education?

Concerned citizens have long been worried about the state of education, particularly in the sphere of higher education, in the country.
A miasma of despair surrounds higher education. Optimists are, however, hopeful. Among the small tribe of crusaders struggling to
reform higher education in Pakistan is Dr Tariq Banuri. A PhD in economics from Harvard, with experience in teaching in Western
universities of repute, Banuri has been attempting to reform the higher education sector in the country. He has been pointing out how
our universities have become factories for producing paper degrees even at the doctorate level. Degrees are worthless paper unless
those who earn them possess the knowledge, and have proper grasp, of their subjects.

Our universities appoint teachers by simply conducting short interviews of candidates. This is in sharp contrast to the teacher-induction
process applied in countries whose degrees are valued. There prospective educators are taken around all departments of the
university, they interact with students, and deliver lectures in their subject/s of specialisation. The results are obvious. Another
drawback to teacher appointment in Pakistan is that prospective candidates have to produce their research papers in world-renowned
journals. This, however, does not give a proper idea of competence and ability of teachers. What makes matters worse is that teachers
are not evaluated for their performance. There are continuous developments in all disciplines of knowledge, but most Pakistani
university lecturers continue to impart outdated knowledge as they do not keep themselves abreast of latest developments.

Research departments in our universities are directionless. Research is done to benefit humanity. Coming generations build further
on research carried out by their predecessors. Unfortunately, this is not happening here. Like other spheres of society, the bane of
favouritism is affecting our institutions of higher learning too. One-third of public universities are reportedly getting more funding than
the rest. All in all, universities allegedly ignore merit. Knowledge is power, though some people may go on insisting that power is
power.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 28/02/2022)

Karachi University gets first woman acting vice chancellor|

In what appears to be an attempt to avoid contempt proceedings, the Sindh government has removed Dr Khalid Mehmood Iraqi from
the post of acting vice chancellor of Karachi University and appointed the varsity’s senior most professor, Dr Nasira Khatoon, as acting
VC.

Dr Nasira, the dean of faculty of science, is the first female professor appointed to the post of KU vice chancellor.
A natification dated Feb 28 issued by the universities and boards department states: “In compliance of the order passed by the

Honourable High Court of Sindh, Karachi, dated 26.01.2022, Prof Dr Nasira Khatoon, Dean, Faculty of Science, University of Karachi,
is hereby appointed as acting Vice Chancellor, as an interim arrangement, till further orders.”
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The notification came after the Sindh High Court (SHC) in a recent hearing warned the authorities of contempt proceedings if they
failed to implement the Jan 26 order under which the government was required to appoint the senior most faculty member as acting
VC of KU.

Sindh govt removes Khalid Iragi in compliance with SHC order; appoints senior most professor Dr Nasira as acting VC

The SHC ruled in its Jan 26 order: “Before parting with this order, we have noticed that serious allegations have been levelled against
the present Acting Vice-Chancellor of the respondent university as discussed in the preceding paragraphs, therefore, we deem it
appropriate to direct the respondent university to forward the names of 10 senior most professors according to the seniority list
maintained by the respondent university to be placed before the worthy Chief Minister, Sindh to nominate one senior-most professor
in BPS-22, who shall be notified as the acting Vice-Chancellor in the intervening period,” the court order stated.

Prof Iragi, among other concerns related to his appointment as acting vice chancellor, was not in the list of 10 senior most professors
on the campus.

The case pertaining to the appointment of the senior most professor as acting VC had been in court for less than two years.

“We are happy that court orders have been implemented. Today, we have also met Prof Nasira to congratulate her as well as share
our grievances,” said Karachi University Teachers’ Society president Prof Shah Aliul Qadar.

He added that she had assured teachers of her complete cooperation in addressing their problems. Teachers’ grievances, he pointed
out, were related to pending selection boards, payment of evening classes’ fees and medical bills.

Challenges for new acting VC
Sources said the challenges the new acting VC faced included the uphill task to ensure rule of law and transparency at KU that
remained in the media spotlight, mainly because of allegations of political appointments and growing corruption.

They also said that the decision over payment of annual leave encashment to staffers would be tough for Dr Nasira as it was declared
illegal in an inquiry conducted by the National Accountability Bureau in 2017. The employees did receive it during the tenure of Prof
Iraqi.

Dr Nasira assumed office on Tuesday. She did her PhD in 1994 in parasitology from KU'’s department of zoology, while her field of
specialisation is clinical and veterinary parasitology and pathology. She has been associated with KU since 1988. Since 2021, she
has served as a convener of the postgraduate admission process and holds additional charge of the KU Director Centre of Excellence
of Marine Biology.

According to a university spokesperson, Prof Nasira completed five research grant projects from 1996-2000. She has also been a
member of various scientific committees and board of studies and board of faculty, as well as a member of KU Senate and the
Academic Council.

Iragi moves SC
Sources said Prof Iragi had challenged his removal before the Supreme Court.

“I congratulate her [Dr Nasira] on new responsibility and wish her well. | also want to say that | took the charge of KU as an acting vice
chancellor through a government notification and left the charge when asked to do so,” Prof Iragi said, while extending full support to
the incumbent acting vice chancellor.

Asked about the grounds on which he has challenged his removal, Prof Iraq said that his lawyer could share this information.
(By Fsiza llyas Dawn, 13, 02/03/2022)

Ghost schools in Sindh

The Sindh education minister has cleared doubts about permanent closure of government schools in the province. A recent statement
from the minister makes it clear that only non-functional schools in the province are being wrapped up. These schools — numbering
11,000 — have teachers but no students. Teachers supposedly serving in these schools draw reasonable salaries without doing any
work, thus proving a burden on the state’s limited resources. Wages of 11,000 teachers must be making up a whopping salary bill on
account of payments to teachers. These ‘ghost’ teachers are getting salaries for which they have nothing to show. Also, it's no secret
that influential people are using redundant schools as their guesthouses; it's thus better to close them down.

While the government’s focus on doing away with ghost schools in the province is appreciable, some of the statistics related to
education needs its urgent attention. There are 1.8 schools for every 1,000 students in rural Sindh. A mere 15% primary and middle
schools have two teachers. A big number of schools are devoid of adequate facilities like drinking water, toilet, playground and
boundary wall. School enrolment in the province had gained a satisfactory momentum a few years ago, but now it has stagnated for
these reasons. The government, therefore, needs to focus on increasing the number of schools in the province — especially the
secondary schools which number a little above 2,000 as against around 49,000 primary schools — improving the standard of education
in government schools by engaging quality teachers offering them better salaries; and providing all the fundamental facilities, if not
the high-tech ones available in developed countries of the world. The education authorities, the minister in particular, have too much
to do in the context.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 03/03/2022)
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Nearly 3,000 failed candidates challenge question papers of teachers' recruitment test|

As many as 2,885 candidates who could not pass the IBA-held tests for the recruitment of 50,000 primary school teachers (PSTs)
and junior elementary school teachers (JESTS) even after reduction in the passing marks have approached the special committee,
formed on the orders of the Sindh High Court, to examine their grievances regarding ‘errors’ in question papers.

The process of the issuance of appointment letters to successful candidates to recruit over 50,000 teachers in the first and single drive
has already begun.

Informed sources told that the over 1,500 candidates have been issued offer letters whereas the special committee had received
2,885 complaints filed by unsuccessful candidates from six divisions in the province.

They said that the process of hiring, officially started by Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah in Karachi on Thursday, would be
completed within the next two weeks. Initially, appointment letters were being issued in Qambar-Shahdadkot, Matiari and Umerkot
districts, they added.

Special committee formed on SHC order to examine complaints

The special committee, formed on a constitutional petition filed by the unsuccessful candidates, comprises the special secretary
(chairman), deputy secretary, director and deputy director of the education and literacy department; and a representative of the
Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Sukkur.

The sources said that the committee had received 1,200 complaints from Hyderabad, 400 from Sukkur, 580 from Shaheed
Benazirabad, 390 from Larkana and 120 from Karachi. The complaints would be examined by the committee and if the complainant
appeared not satisfied with the committee’s decision, a third-party assessment would be undertaken, they said.

The Sindh government had reduced the passing marks for the candidates after 99 per cent of them failed in the recruitment test.

As per the figures shared by the education department, a total of 184,418 candidates took the test for the PST post and 164,634 for
the JEST post; and 35,558 and 17,584, respectively, passed it after reduction in the passing marks.

From Karachi, 13,844 candidates (including 9,585 female), appeared in the test for the PST post and of them 5,006 (including 1,048
female) were declared successful.

The district-wise data of successful male and female PST candidates from the city shows that 3,195 candidates came from district
Central, 3,161 from East, 2,074 from Korangi, 1,867 for West and Keamari, 1,591 from South and 1,956 candidates came from district
Malir.

From among the successful male and female candidates for the post of JEST, 832 came from district Central, 1,433 from district East,
748 from Korangi, 675 from Malir and 489 candidates came from district South.

The sources said that the provincial government also gave some concessions to female candidates and those coming from the already
notified ‘hard areas’ in the remote, coastal, desert and mountainous regions falling in 140 union councils of 40 talukas under the
Recruitment Policy 2021 for Teaching and non-Teaching Staff.

Talking to [Dawn], Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah said no concession was allowed to the candidates who could compromise on
the quality of teaching.

He said the successful candidates who excelled in a subject would be posted as ‘subject teacher’, adding that an internal departmental
assessment in this regard was in progress.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 04/03/2022)

Demolition of pre-partition school building sparks protest in Karachil

While protests were under way against the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government in the centre, the Sindh government of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) on Wednesday was caught itself in a controversy when opposition parties ‘exposed’ its plan to hand over a pre-
partition public school building to a builder despite strong protests from local residents, school administration, students and their
parents.

The PTI, the main opposition party in the Sindh Assembly, took the lead and vowed to take up the matter and use all democratic, legal
and parliamentary means to challenge the provincial government’s controversial decision.

The PTI leaders blamed former president Asif Ali Zardari for ‘designing’ the whole plan under which after the demolition of the school
building “its land will be handed over to a builder to raise a multi-storey structure for commercial purposes”.

PTI lawmakers vow to resist govt plan to give school land to builder
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Addressing a press conference outside the school building in Shanti Nagar, PTI MNA Alamgir Khan along with party MPA Arsalan Taj
said: “The Government Boys Primary and Secondary School Manik Mai in Shanti Nagar was built well before partition.

“It was built in 1930s over a total area of 4,000 square yards. The PPP and its ministers are so shameless that they don't even care
for the government reaction and do whatever benefits their vested interest. But let us make it clear that the PTI will not allow this to
happen. The machinery is being placed at the school site for demolition, but we will resist this move.”

He added that the school had formally been handed over by the Sindh education department to a builder and no details of this deal
had been made public while the school staff, administration and its students and their parents remained unaware of their fate.

The PTI MPA Mr Taj said that party workers in the area and elders of the neighbourhood learnt about this ‘conspiracy’ and made
several requests to the authorities concerned for more information and stop this development but in vain.

The school, he said, was not just a building but also a historical place. It was constructed in 1930s well before the creation of Pakistan,
he added.

“And now it's being bulldozed only for a residential and commercial project worth billions of rupees. We all know who will be the
beneficiary of this scam — Mr Zardari and his mafia,” he alleged.

“How shameful it is that the [Sindh education] minister himself is admitting that as many as 5,000 ghost schools do exist on record
and they are being closed in the province. And these schools are only those which are only on record. There are thousands of such
schools in Sindh which exist only on paper for embezzlement of funds and budget.”

He cited ‘government reports’, according to which, in 15 per cent of primary and middle schools, which are actually offering education
in Sindh, only two teachers are performing their duties.

A large number of schools are devoid of adequate facilities like drinking water, toilets, playgrounds and boundary wall, he added.

“This is the state of education sector in Sindh and here we are standing at the ruins of a school which was offering education to
hundreds of poor children. This shamelessness would no more be tolerated. The PTI would resist this vandalism,” he vowed.
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 17, 09/03/2022)

Crisis of street children

The reason why Pakistan continues to suffer economically as well as socially is because we have failed miserably at protecting the
rights of children. With an estimated 22.8 million children out of school and around 1.5 million street children, the state seems to be
too preoccupied with other more “important” matters rather than working to secure the future of this country.

Moreover, public interests towards these children are shockingly low as they are often ostracised or alienated from the rest of society.
Petitions filed against begging and child labour alerted the Peshawar High Court which has ordered the Social Welfare department to
produce a “detailed report” about the issues related to street children, with a particular emphasis on growing drug addiction among
them. The situation has escalated to a lamentable extent because of the ineptness of the bureaucracy — in particular the Social
Welfare department and its child protection committees in each province. There is a lack of shelters to house a large number of street
children and the ones that do exist are in a deplorable state without proper facilities, infrastructure and security. The perfunctory
initiatives taken to curb the problem are of no real use. But more than that, it is the lack of understanding and the careless attitude
towards street children that have left them to live a low-quality life — one filled with illnesses, drug abuse, crime and violence. Don't
get them wrong, such a life has made them more resilient that we think.

Imagine the good that could come out if even half of these 1.5 million street children grow up to become contributing and respectful
members of our society. In order to work towards this, we must look at street children as those who have lost their way and be willing
to help them. We must understand that these street children come from different walks of life and from different situations. The report
must be thorough and cannot put all these children under a single umbrella. Moreover, the federal government must accord this
problem high priority and hold the relevant departments accountable.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 13/03/2022)

In a first, private matric in science allowed in Pakistan
The Inter Board Committee of Chairmen (IBCC), a forum of heads of education boards in Pakistan, on Thursday allowed private
students across the country to matriculate in science subjects in the same manner as permissible for students of Cambridge system.
Until now, student studying only in schools were allowed to sit in matric science exams and those wanting to appear as private students
had limited choice of commerce and humanities subjects.

IBCC Secretary Dr Ghulam Ali Mallah, while confirming the decision taken decision in the IBCC, meeting told The Express Tribune that
from now onwards, any student can enrol in matriculation science from any board in Pakistan on private basis.

“We will issue a notification of the decision as soon as the minutes of this meeting are approved,” he said, adding that the minimum
age for enrolment in ninth grade has been reduced from 14 to 12 years.

The decisions were made on the first day of a two-day IBCC meeting in Abbottabad on Thursday.
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It should be noted that Dr Nasir Ansar, Chairman Ziauddin University Examination Board, had recommended that private students
should also be allowed to take matriculation and intermediate examinations from science subjects like it were permissible for the
Cambridge students.

Dr Mallah said for the time being the decision would only be implemented for the students studying in matric but a committee has
been formed to provide the same opportunity for the intermediate students.

"The committee will present its recommendations in this regard at the next meeting," he added.
In addition, IBCC has also permitted that the relevant educational boards will provide writers to the blind students for their assistance

during examinations.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 18/03/2022)

First satellite campus of Virtual University opens in Karachil

In a first move of its kind, the federal government on Monday established a satellite campus of a Lahore-based public sector university
in the city’s Orangi Town localities.

Virtual University works under the ministry of information technology and telecom and its campus would help a large number of
students living in Orangi Town to acquire “world-class education” and become graduates of the educational facility in five different
fields.

Federal Information Technology and Telecom Minister Syed Amin-ul-Haque of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan unveiled the
plaque of the project here. The ceremony was also attended by Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab of the Pakistan Peoples Party.

As the MQM-P and PPP are getting closer in the wake of the no-confidence motion against prime minister, both Mr Haque and
Administrator Wahab appreciated each other’s efforts to make the project a reality within shortest possible time of one month.

Minister Amin-ul-Haque says varsity will offer five programmes to students

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Haque, who is an MNA from the same Orangi Town constituency, congratulated Karachiites over the
first VU campus in the city.

“This campus will bring revolutionary changes in the life of residents of Orangi Town through world-class teaching facilities,” he said.
“The university will offer degrees in five different fields at its Orangi Town Campus.”

Appreciating the cooperation and efforts of Administrator Wahab, he said he left no stone unturned after he was requested to provide
a building in Orangi Town for setting up the VU campus. “He met all our requests and demands on an emergency basis.”

He said that the MQM-P had promised the residents of Orangi Town that they would be offered best possible education and health
facilities in their neighbourhood.

The dream, he said, had come true and the party believed that it had owed people of Orangi Town and other parts of Karachi who
had voted for its members and made them members of the parliament.

Speaking about the VU, he said that the varsity had more than 130,000 enrolled students and over the years it had produced 2.4
million freelance IT professionals through its DigiSkills training programme, which had enabled Pakistan in earning massive foreign
exchange and enhanced its international ranking in the freelance industry.

He asked the city administrator to hand over the “ruined schools of Orangi Town to MQM-P and it will turn them into state-of-the-art
schools”.

He said his ministry had launched and completed many projects in Sindh. “l assure you a revolution is coming from the Sindh digital
project.”

On the occasion, Administrator Wahab praised the efforts of the IT minister in fulfilling his commitment with the people of his
constituency by bringing the VU campus to Karachi.

“I think it's a qift for the people of Karachi and Orangi Town. The KMC [Karachi Metropolitan Corporation] was inspired seeing the
efforts of Amin Bhai and we decided that we have to meet every requirement without any delay. | firmly believe if we work together,
we can give a strong system to the youth of Karachi,” he added.

Virtual University Rector Prof Dr Arshad Saleem Bhatti said that VU graduates were preferred in IT industry due to hands-on training
as a self-learner while its graduates were working in dynamic fields across Pakistan at key positions including the army.

He said that several students had won many international and local competitions.
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The Orangi Town campus was built in just one month with all necessary facilities like campus manager office, faculty room, visitors’
room, waiting area, computer lab, female common room, scientific store, video conference room, lab and all the required facilities, he
added.

IT & Telecom secretary Dr Sohail Rajput and MQM-P MPA Ali Khurshidi also spoke.
Virtual University, which is Pakistan’s first university based completely on modern information and communication technologies, was

set up in 2002 to promote distance education as its primary objectives.
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 22/03/2022)

Annual report calls for education emergency|

With the demand to improve learning outcomes in Sindh, the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) Pakistan for 2021-2022 was
launched here on Thursday.

The ASER Pakistan is a flagship programme of Idara-i-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA). The report was released jointly by School Education
and Literacy Department (SELD) provincial secretary Ghulam Akbar Laghari, chief programme manager of its Reform Support Unit
Beenish Fatima Sahi, DG monitoring and evaluation Junaid Samo, Aga Khan University Examination Board director and Associate
Professor Dr Shehzad Jeeva and former Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (BISE) chairman Mohammad Memon.

The report says that in Sindh, ASER’s rural team collected data from 14,723 households in 25 districts and 720 villages. There were
41,536 children (58pc male 42pc female) aged 3-16 years and 35,506 children (5-16 years) assessed in grade two level language
and arithmetic skills. At least 660 government schools and 114 private schools were surveyed.

Looking at enrollment, in 2021 24pc children were reported to be out-of-school, which is an increase of 5pc. When compared with
2019 (19pc), there was an increase in out-of-school children (OOSC) across Pakistan during Covid-19. In Sindh, of the OOSC, 11pc
never enrolled in a school and 13pc dropped out of school (more DOs). This calls for the urgency to address OOSC through second
chance accelerated and bridge programmes through both non-formal education and mainstreamed SELD schools in
afternoon/morning shifts on a fast track.

If you look at enroliment by school type, then 76 pc of all school-aged children (6-16 years) were enrolled; 94pc (88pc in 2019) were
enrolled in government schools, 6pc (12pc in 2019) were in non-state institutions (6pc private schools, zero pc madrassah, zero pc
others). Private schools dropped by 6pc. This can be improved by supporting low cost public/private schools in rural areas through
Sindh Education Foundation for OOSC.

For Early Childhood Education (ECE), which includes children aged 3-5 years, the proportion of enrolled children has decreased in
2021 (34pc) as compared to 2019 (46pc). Around 66pc children of 3-5 age group are currently not enrolled in any ECE programme.
Hence, a campaign for ECE in Sindh for foundational learning and holistic ECE (health/nutrition) is urgently needed.

Looking at teachers’ qualifications, 14pc teachers of surveyed government schools have done graduation as compared to 40pc
teachers of surveyed private schools. However, 11pc have completed MEd in government schools compared to 2pc in private schools.

However, a shortage of teachers continues and there is a need to improve teacher adequacy, performance in government schools
through peer and best practices support. The issue of urban slums in Sindh is massive with 52pc of the population in urban areas and
there is high rural/urban migration not just from within Sindh but from across Pakistan. This remains a neglected area with no education
planning for urban slums, no claimants and no one to take its responsibility. Only Karachi has more than 60pc population in urban
slums.

It was said at the launch that quality and inclusive education for all children should be seen as an emergency and should be accorded
the highest priority. The ASER Sindh launch called for urgent implementation of the Right to Education Sindh Compulsory Education
Act 2013 and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4, an anchor SDG to meet all 17 SDG targets and goals.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 23/03/2022)

Search committee begins appointment process for KU vice chancellor|

The search committee notified by the provincial government on March 25 on the orders of Sindh High Court (SHC) passed in January
for the appointment of permanent vice chancellor of Karachi University (KU) saw its first meeting on Thursday with five members in
attendance.

As per the Jan 26 SHC order, the Sindh government was required to reconstitute the search committee for the appointment of KU VC
within two months and complete the process of interviews of all candidates afresh at the earliest.

“This period has already been completed on March 26. The delay on part of the government indicates how serious it is in the matter.
The university has been waiting for the appointment of a permanent vice chancellor for almost three years now,” said an official
associated with the appointment process.

Sources said one of the search committee members, secretary-college education, was not present in Thursday’s meeting chaired by

Sindh Higher Education Commission chairman Dr Tarig Rafi, while another member, Prof Pirzada Qasim Raza Siddiqui, a former KU
vice chancellor, declined to be part of the committee.
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Prof Pirzada Qasim recuses himself from committee

They said Dr Pirzada Qasim informed the members that since his nephew was also aspiring for the post of KU vice chancellor, it's not
justified on his part to become part of the appointment process.

The sources said that only the chief minister had the powers to nominate another member for the search committee under the new
Search Committee Act 2022.

The meeting, the sources said, decided that the SHC order would be strictly followed in the appointment process and the first step
would be to send copies of the original academic certificates, degrees and publications of the candidates to the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) for verification.

Earlier, the nomination of Dr Pirzada Qasim in the KU search committee was questioned by some candidates on the grounds of
conflict of interest as he had served as the vice chancellor of KU.

The university has been waiting for the appointment of a regular VC since May 2019 following the death of Prof Dr Mohammad Ajmal
Khan. The government appointed Prof Khalid Iraqi as its acting vice chancellor.

His appointment was very much against the principles of merit and court rulings under which the senior most university professor
should be given the top slot in the interim period till the government made a regular appointment. Prof Iragi was at 27th number on
the seniority list at that time.

In June 2019, the government advertised the vacant post of vice chancellor, but, later issued a corrigendum in which the criteria
relating to experience, research work and age was changed, apparently to benefit a few candidates.

The government had to revert to the old eligibility criteria on the orders of the court, which directed it to consider all applicants for the
post.

Earlier, the government removed Prof Iragi on court orders and appointed senior most professor Dr Nasira Khatoon as the acting VC.

On March 8, the SHC had given the last chance to the provincial authorities to reconstitute the search committee and process the
appointment of a permanent vice chancellor at KU within two weeks.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 08/04/2022)

Education woes

With the deteriorating socio-economic condition of Pakistan, it is no surprise that the Annual Status of Education Report Punjab Rural
2021 has revealed that ratio of out-of-school children in the province has reached 14% — an increase of 5% from 2019. Alarmingly,
the number of out-of-school boys has surpassed that of the girls by 2% in the rural areas of the province. The report also indicates
that private school students are performing much better than those in government schools while boys continue to outperform girls in
literacy and numeracy skills.

These statistics not only outline the immense learning losses the country is facing but also highlights grave inequalities resulting from
the archaic education system inherited from the Britishers. This is not restricted to Punjab and the entire country suffers from a learning
deficit. Socio-economic inequalities are perpetuated through many different forms and have managed to fracture the education system
of Pakistan. On the one hand you have private schools recruiting professional teachers who are able to provide standard education.

And on the other, government schools continue to be marred by corruption, nepotism, ghost teachers and outdated syllabi. This
fracture has further been affected the pandemic as schools found it difficult to shift to online education systems and not all students
could afford tech devices. Availability of internet has also been a huge issue in many rural areas. All this has urged parents and
children to reconsider sending their children to school. The rate of out-of-school boys has increased significantly because in times of
inflation and uncertainty families would prefer that their children work and earn money to support the family. The PM’s initiative of
adopting the Single National Curriculum seemed a promising one that could have helped eradicate some of these inequalities. But it
was poorly actualised, without consulting experts.

The PTI's promise of focusing on education remains hollow. One wonders when officials will realise that educating and uplifting the
masses is a better investment. Only after this will the strengthening of the economy follow.
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 10/04/2022)

Transgender education policy

Earlier last week, Sindh Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah announced plans of introducing the first-ever ‘transgender education
policy’ in Sindh to help facilitate the provision of education in the transgender community. This is a remarkable step for integrating the
transgender community into mainstream society because nearly 40,000 trans-persons reside across the province. The absence of
government support and societal marginalisation has pushed the community into gloom and isolation. However, the education
minister’s recent meeting with leaders of the transgender community signals a positive change and move towards acknowledgement.
Across the country, trans-persons are regularly subjected to derogation, discrimination and violence. Within the past month, a series
of attacks were carried out on trans-persons in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, leaving five dead and eight injured. The failure of law
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enforcement agencies to act against the criminals and consider the complaints in earnest has emboldened the perpetrators. In light
of these events, the plan to empower and educate trans-persons could not be better timed. The inclusion of the trans-community in
school curriculums will inform the upcoming generations about the community and make them more receptive.

Although it will take Pakistan time to fully integrate this hapless community into society, such measures at the provincial level have
the potential to pave the way for greater inclusivity and acceptance. Those trans-persons who have not completed their education will
be able to continue their education via the policy. This coupled with the examples of Nisha Rao and Dr Sarah Gill will ignite hope in
trans-persons across the country. We have yet to see the outcome of the policy; however, one can hope for its implementation and
smooth functioning. Perhaps, it will encourage other provincial governments to follow suit. Importantly, the success of this policy will
be monumental for the trans-community as it will encourage them to seek education and pursue their dreams.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 16/04/2022)

Sindh to have education policy for transgender community|

The provincial government has decided to formulate an education policy for the transgender community that will cover all formal and
non-formal sectors, including their higher education.

Well-placed sources said that the decision to this effect was taken by Sindh Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah after he held a
meeting with a delegation of representatives of the province’s transgender community.

The delegation members included executive director of Gender Interactive Alliance (GIA) Bindiya Rana, programme manager Zehrish
Khanzadi and activist Shahzadi Rai and Moorat Interactive Society Executive Director Dr Sara Gill.

They said that transgender people would be included in a provincial government’s Alternative Learning Pathway (ALP) programme.
Separate subject on trans people to be included in school curriculum

There are a total of 10,418 transgender persons in the country as per highly controversial 2017 Census, which was also rejected by
the transgender community.

The second highest population of transgender people is in Sindh — 2,527 or 24pc — while Punjab stood first with 64.4 per cent of the
country’s transgender population or 6,709 people registered in the category.

However, transgender rights group Charity Trans Action Pakistan estimates that there are at least 500,000 transgender people across
the country.

Provincial Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah told Dawn that ALP was a recommended path for the out-of-school children and
students who could achieve competencies from kindergarten to fifth Grade in just 2.5 years through a non-formal centre using
accelerated curriculum under this programme.

He said that the same student could either be mainstreamed in formal public school in sixth grade or can opt for ALP elementary
competencies in second level.

Sardar Shah said that the provincial government had recently notified ‘Middle Tech Stream’ which allowed students to attain vocational
skills along with conventional subjects of middle class, adding that the ALP programme was being implemented under Directorate of
Non Formal Education by provincial school education and literacy department.

He said that Sindh would be the first province to formulate an education policy for transgender people who would be given equal
opportunities in education and other sectors.

The education minister said that information regarding transgender people would be included in the academic curriculum to sensitise
schoolchildren to transgender people.

He said that the representatives of the transgender community would soon hold meeting with the head of the education department’s
curriculum section in this regard.

Zehrish Khanzadi of Gender Interactive Alliance told Dawn that the representatives of transgender people had forwarded three
demands to the provincial education minister during their meeting with him.

She said that they asked the education minister to appoint teachers from the transgender community to implement the 0.5 per cent
guota announced for the transgender people in provincial government jobs.

Ms Khanzadi said that they had also asked the provincial government to adopt a module of schooling system similar to that in Punjab
where a transgender could do matriculation in four years without limit of age.

“Such schools are imparting education to transgender people in Multan and Bahawalpur,” she added.
The third demand, the GIA leader said, was related to inclusion of an introduction to transgender community in the academic

curriculum. “We are known in the society by stereotyped profession such as begging, dancing and sex working, which is not true,” she
said adding that the transgender people were capable of adopting any profession provided they were given equal opportunities.
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(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 18/04/2022)

KU study calls for awareness of indoor sources of CO poisoning|

Some 20 per cent kitchens studied in district Central were found to have higher concentrations of carbon monoxide (CO), an odourless
and colourless gas that can kill, says a study recently published in Pakistan Journal of Science.

The study “Carbon monoxide concentrations in kitchens of gas-fired burners, Karachi, Pakistan” was conducted by Prof Zafar Igbal
Shams and his team at the Institute of Environmental Studies, Karachi University (KU).

The study investigated the carbon monoxide concentrations in kitchens of middle-income inhabitants residing in 54 bungalows and
25 apartments in district Central

“While the study does highlight an issue of public health importance, the results may not be reflective of what's happening at a larger
scale in society,” explained Prof Shams, adding that the team could not widen its scope to lower income areas due to funds’ shortage.

28,000 deaths, 40m respiratory disease cases are reported annually due to indoor air pollutants in country
People living in small congested places, he said, were likely to be more at a risk of hazardous indoor pollution.

“Undetected or unsuspected carbon monoxide exposure can result in accidental deaths. It's one of the leading causes of poisoning
morbidity and mortality in the western world,” he said.

Citing the Murree tragedy that took scores of lives early this year, Prof Shams said people died of carbon monoxide poisoning when
they stayed in cars with turned on heaters and fell asleep. “In the USA, more than half of accidental carbon monoxide poisoning deaths
are caused by motor vehicle exhaust followed by domestic gas appliances.”

The investigation showed that over 80 per cent of kitchens of the bungalows and apartments met the World Health Organisation
(WHO) guidelines on carbon monoxide for maximum-time weighted permissible limit for one, eight and 24 hours’ of human exposure.
“However, carbon monoxide concentrations in some kitchens were substantially higher in both the housing categories for all the time-
weighted categories.

“The higher carbon monoxide levels in some kitchens may be because of their inadequate ventilation or outdoor contaminated air,”
the study says.

It also points out that the kitchens of the apartments demonstrated the highest eight-hour carbon monoxide concentration during
evening hours, which may be due to greater fossil-fuel related business activities within and around the apartments such as roadside
catering and higher vehicular traffic emissions.

“Appropriate ventilation of kitchens may reduce their CO concentrations to meet the guidelines for getting out of any health-related
risk. The outdoor CO concentrations can be reduced by decreasing the vehicular traffic jam and catering activities around the
apartments,” the study suggests.

It cites the World Bank 2006 report according to which 28,000 deaths and 40 million cases of respiratory diseases are reported
annually due to indoor air pollutants in Pakistan.

It refers to a 2008 study on indoor carbon monoxide and PM 2.5 (particulate matter of 2.5 micrometres or smaller) concentrations
conducted in Rehri Goth, which demonstrated that women involved in cooking with biomass were potentially vulnerable to exposure
to high concentrations of CO and PM2.5.

Carbon monoxide is found in fumes produced any time when people burn fuel in cars or trucks, small engines, stoves, lanterns, grills,
fireplaces, gas ranges, or furnaces. It can build up indoors and poison people and animals who breathe it.

According to experts, elevated ambient air concentrations of CO are hazardous because inhaled CO enters the bloodstream and
reduces the amount of oxygen that the blood can deliver to the body’s organs (like the heart and brain) and tissues. At extremely high
levels, the CO can cause death.

The most common symptoms of CO poisoning are headache, dizziness, weakness, upset stomach, vomiting, chest pain, and
confusion.

People who are sleeping or drunk can die from CO poisoning before they have symptoms.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 20/04/2022)

‘Chinese teachers were here to educate us about language, culture’
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A memorable picture shared by the grieving student of Chinese language Mustajab Hussain of him proudly holding both Pakistan and
Chinese flags with his favourite late teacher Chen Sai at the Confucius Institute
just a few months back.

KARACHI: The charred Toyota Hiace van stood where it was halted in its tracks
at the entrance of the Confucius Institute at Karachi University, just a little distance
from IBA campus, due to the blast. Its front grille mostly disintegrated with a
portion of it lying behind the vehicle. The driver's door was ajar and broken. Only
the metal frames of the seats were left, the foam, the covers all gone. Pieces of
window glass lay shattered all around though the front and back windscreens also
lay on the road, one at the back of the van and another near the smouldering
motorcycle of the Rangers officer, who was riding behind the van for security|

purposes.

The windscreen glass was not shattered, but burnt black and stuck to the road like
a shiny layer of coal tar.

“The bomber must have been carrying five to 10kg of explosives,” a Bomb Disposal Squad official, investigating on the spot, shared
with Dawn.

The strong impact of the explosion, said to be carried out by a female suicide bomber waiting for the van to appear at the institute’s
gate before the afternoon class, had also shattered all the windows of the Department of Commerce that also houses the Confucius
Institute on its second floor.

Sad and depressing scenes at institute named after philosopher who taught virtue, kindness and peace
The nearby K-Electric substation doors also flew open in the blast.

Chaudhry Hadi, a private guard posted at the Confucius Institute, was found praying for his colleague, the injured guard who used to
accompany the Chinese staff from their living quarters to the Institute. He was injured badly in the blast.

“The van driver Khalid Bhai couldn't make it but please pray for Hamid Chachu,” he said. “He is not just a senior colleague, but also
our supervisor. He used to ride in the van with the Chinese with a gun to protect them. Still, who would have known that he wouldn’t
even get the time to take out his gun or get them all to a safe place? It was all so sudden, so unexpected. No gun can save you from
a bomb blast,” said the gate guard.

Asked where he was at the time of the blast, Mr Hadi said that he was upstairs in the institute. “The entire building shook. The
windowpanes also broke. The shattered glass from there fell on the feet of some girl students below who were screaming as they got
cuts on their feet and toes,” he said.

Getting over our shock, we helped vacate the building, though there were not many there as yet. The staff used to arrive around 2pm
after leaving for lunch following their morning 11am sessions.

The afternoon class would commence at 2.30pm and that's when most of the students in that session would reach here, too.
Thankfully, they had not arrived as yet, otherwise there would have been many more casualties,” he added.

“Still as soon as he could, one student, though not from the Confucius Institute as we would have recognised him then, jumped into
the flames to break open the driver's door to pull him out. But seeing that it was futile and all in vain, he backed off to save himself
from getting engulfed in the fire too,” he added.

Another young man watching quietly from a little distance as the guard talked spotted a chair near the parking area of the Confucius
Institute to then slowly walk towards it to sit down. Every now and then he would get tears in his eyes, which he wiped with his shirt
sleeve.

“These teachers were here to educate us about their language, their culture, they died doing all that. They may not be Muslim, but
does that not make them martyrs? They were our guests here. | wish we had taken more care of them, provided them tighter security,”
said Mustajab Hussain, the young man, who introduced himself as a student of the Confucius Institute.

“I live not far from here in the students’ hostel because | originally belong to Gilgit-Baltistan. | have been getting constant calls from
home after the blast to know if I'm okay since my family knew | would be here around this time,” he said.

He said his favourite teacher, Chen Sai, also died in the attack. “Today, | lost my calligraphy teacher Ding Mufang, our director Huang
Guiping and my favourite teacher Chen Sai,” he said with a lump forming in his throat.

“All these educators were not just our teachers, they were our friends. It was only the last night that | messaged Chen Sai that | had
not been able to complete my assignment. And she had replied that it was fine and that | should still show up in class even though |
would not be handing in my assignment. And here | am, to find her gone,” he said quickly wiping off another tear, slightly embarrassed
to be crying.
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He then took out his phone in which he had several of their photographs together. “Chen Sai was my teacher but she was so young.

| think she was in her early twenties. The others were older than her but also so kind to us. There kind of teaching does not include
scolding or punishment,” he shared, adding that the Confucius Institute is a great place for anyone interested in learning about China,
and not just the Chinese language.

“They offer diploma courses in language, which | had enrolled in. They also have a longer four-year BS course in language for which
students can study two years here and two years in China,” he added.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 27/04/2022)

Education City

The K-P government’s decision to establish an Education City in the tribal South Waziristan district is a well-thought-out plan. The
authorities have taken all relevant factors into account in deciding to set up the education project in a neglected tribal area, which had
attracted terrorists for various socio-economic reasons giving a severe blow to education there. This environment gave rise to
deprivation among the residents of the tribal district. It is precisely this sense of neglect that the scheme aims to remove through
education. The project is expected to bring about profound changes in the lives of the local populace.

The Education City will be spread over 7,000 kanals. Residents have agreed to provide this vast tract of land free of cost indicating
their passionate interest in the spread of education in their district. Since already there are 33 public universities in K-P, the proposed
Education City will only have sub-campuses of reputed universities and research institutions. This will not only save huge amounts
that would go into setting up new varsities but will bring well-known educational institutions of the country within easy access of the
district's residents and those of nearby areas. Students from all over the country will be admitted to the institutions in the Education
City. The existence of a huge cluster of educational institutions will give business in the area a big shot in the arm. The Education City
will greatly facilitate knowledge seekers, and also give multiple benefits to the people.

Dr Najeebullah, a PhD in material science from Cambridge University, UK, has been appointed the project director. The scientist has
established two centres of excellence in science and engineering in the province. His presence at the institution shows that there the
emphasis will be on the study of, and research in, modern scientific disciplines. Dr Najeebullah’s presence at the city will attract other
scientists of high calibre to the new educational institutions, motivating students to acquire science education and to do research in
highly specialised subjects.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 30/04/2022)

Mismanagement plagues Federal Urdu University

The President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, who is also holding the reins as the chancellor of the Federal Urdu University
appears to have left many stones unturned during his three-and-a-half years of heading the public institution.

Per controversies that have shadowed the president since he assumed chancellorship in the summer of 2018, his tenure is alleged to
be responsible for depriving the university of permanent vice-chancellors, associations with contentious search committees for their
election, inactivity of constitutional bodies including the senate and various other cases of orginisational mismanagement including
issues delaying the recruitment of teachers.

Resultantly, the Federal Urdu University has remained stuck in an administrative limbo while no progress is yet visible on the horizon
owing to the non-convening of a meeting of the senate by the presidency, the most authoritative constitutional body of the university.
Owing to this, essential decisions like those pertaining to the university’s budget and the selection board have been put in cold storage.

As far as the fault lines go, it should be noted that the Federal Urdu University, which currently has three campuses across Islamabad
and Karachi, has not had a permanent administrative head in the last two years. However, an acting vice-chancellor arrives in Karachi
every few weeks to browse through the university’s administrative affairs.

Regarding the appointment of a new permanent vice-chancellor, sources privy to university matters say that the meeting for it has to
be convened by the president, who is currently the university’s chancellor per the recommendation of the acting vice-chancellor.
“However, as an inquiry report is to be tabled in the Senate against the chancellor's representative, Deputy Chairman Senate AQ
Khalil, the meeting is being postponed to avoid this report and the letter written by the vice-chancellor in this regard is not being
answered. For this reason, the Senate of Federal Urdu University has not been able to convene for many months,” the source
informed.

Records suggest that the incumbent Acting Vice-Chancellor Dr Ziaul-Qayyum first wrote a direct letter to President Dr Arif Alvi on
January 20 to convene a meeting. Later, on March 4, the university’s registrar, Dr Rubina Mushtagq, refuting Qayyum’s action, wrote
a letter to the secretary of the federal ministry of education, stating that the current acting vice-chancellor of the university has no
authority to convene a meeting of the statutory bodies of the university.

However, per Mushtaq, considering the cases relating to the university and its office bearers that are currently boiling in the high court,
the meeting of the senate is the need of the hour. “The chancellor had been informed about this in a letter issued to him in February,
to which he has yet not replied. We should be assisted in obtaining the permission of the chancellor for this meeting. However, despite
these letters, no meeting has been convened and no response has been received from the Presidency or the Federal Ministry of
Education,” she told.
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Meanwhile, the Presidency’s Director General Sohail Akhtar has denied receiving any letter or summary regarding the convening of
the aforementioned meeting. “It is not our job to convene a meeting, it is the job of the federal ministry of education and they should
be probed about it,” he asserted. However, when asked if the Chancellor's Secretariat is headed by the presidency, Akhtar maintained
that the Chancellor's Secretariat would (rather) take any action on the recommendation of the concerned ministry or the Prime
Minister's House.

The Express Tribune has also tried contacting the Federal Ministry of Education’s Secretary Naheed Durrani for her position on the
matter, but she has so far remained unavailable to comment.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 05, 11/05/2022)

Students appearing in Matric exams learn their first ugly lesson|

Students braved several shortcomings, some at examination centres and some at the hands of their examination board, as the Matric,
or Secondary School Certificate, exams for Part-l and Part-Il commenced under the Board of Secondary Education Karachi (BSEK)

here on Tuesday.

Many male students were seen appearing for their exams in uncomfortable and difficult circumstances at the Children’s Education
Centre Government Boys Secondary School in North Nazimabad. The invigilators there said that they could obviously see the
problems faced by the students, but they were helpless, too.

“What can we do? We can see that the candidates are uncomfortable and some of them are complaining of backache, too. But it's
something that the board should have looked into beforehand,” a female invigilator, supervising the morning computer science exam
for class nine in a makeshift setting in the staff room of the centre, told Dawn.

The students appearing for their exams in that room were made to work on folding tables that were too low. They looked very
uncomfortable and unhappy when asked by a media person taken on a round of the centres by the BSEK if they were fine with the
arrangement. Even the surface of the little uneven tables was made of hardboard.

Pathetic conditions, admit card complaints, loadshedding show students true face of ‘govt arrangements’
Upstairs in the same centre, there were several boys being made to appear for their exams in a narrow balcony without any fans.

Many complained that they were thirsty. “| have been requesting for water for over one hour now but no one seems to care,”
complained one unhappy student as others around him also raised their hands to inform that they were thirsty also.

“What can | do? | am alone here in this balcony. | can’t leave them here unsupervised to fetch jugs of water for them,” said the male
invigilator strolling back and forth by the little makeshift desks placed in a line there.

Meanwhile, in the regular classrooms, where they did have proper school furniture in the form of wooden desks and benches, many
places with roll numbers pasted on the top right hand corner of the desks were vacant. The students had not made it to their
examination centres.

There were complains earlier that many students could not be supplied with their computerised admit cards in time and the vacant
spaces pointed to that issue.

Still when the question of the admit cards mix-up was put to BSEK Chairman Prof Syed Sharaf Ali Shah, he said that such issues
were expected to crop up when you have so many students to deal with. “What's a mix-up of a few hundred admit cards when you
are working with almost four hundred thousand candidates? Still, my staff has remained up the entire night to fix and clear all issues
and they have been able to despatch most admit cards to those who have still not gotten theirs,” he said.

He also added that where things could still not be sorted out as regards admit cards, the board would make sure that the students
who had missed any exams would be allowed to sit for the exams later on.

The chairman said that he was glad to report that examination at most examination centres started on time at 9.30am sharp. “There
was not much of an issue of delay in reaching of the question papers at the centres this year. But in case it happened anywhere, the
students appearing for that paper will be allowed extra time,” he said.

Responding to a question about loadshedding at some centres despite the board’s having requested K-Electric to not switch off power
where exams were being conducted, he said that the Board did what it could in this regard. “We had written to KE while giving them
a list of the examination centres so that they ensure power supply to the areas where the centres are located,” he said.

When informed that the KE had said that they had never received the BSEK request because perhaps they had sent their letter to a
wrong department or section of the power utility, the BSEK Chairman said that in that case the KE department they sent their letter to
should not have received it in the first place and should have directed them to the correct department.

The students were supposed to complete their multiple choice questions (MCQs) section carrying 40 marks in the first half hour of the
three-hour examination while the remaining two-and-a-half hours were to be utilised in solving the remaining paper of short answer
and long answer questions carrying 40 and 20 marks, respectively. Surprisingly many of them complained that they found the MCQs
difficult or tricky, as shared by a senior invigilator.
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That said that most of the female students seemed to have no issues in solving the same paper. At the one of the centres dedicated
for girls, the invigilator said that she was also glad to encounter no problems from the girls.

“It's the first big examination, a major milestone in their lives, and they all seem to be handling things quite well. Hope they also do
well,” she said.

But even though the girl students seemed quite chill and confident, outside the same centre one passed by their very nervous mothers
waiting for them in the heat for the entire three-hour duration of the exam praying for their success.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 18/05/2022)

How not to run a university

TODAY'’S universities are complex businesses, not 19th-century workhorses of knowledge. They create and diffuse knowledge and
act as a production force and a social lab for a better society. Experienced and
knowledgeable faculty, modern infrastructure, technology and pedagogical changes are
formidable targets to achieve before attracting quality students. These challenges require a
reliable stream of finances and an enriching professional environment. Sustainability
depends on student fees and competitive projects rather than just reliance on government
grants. One’s own resources bring the autonomy needed to attract a more vibrant student
body and industrial clientele.

Unfortunately, our universities are struggling with the first challenge. Our ideological thinking

revolves around Newman'’s The Idea of a University. But, in fact, our universities are overly

bureaucratic. We adopted the idea of promoting access to higher education without
correcting the funding and governance systems. Secondly, with a weak tradition of reading and writing, the new universities are
competing with the old ones for survival. Thirdly, we have tinkered with the Anglo-American model to create a community of teachers
and scholars without a fair system of accountability. Lastly, we expect universities to produce pious and patriotic Pakistanis.

Public-sector universities depend on government grants; they create a strong administrative environment, but a weak teaching and
learning environment. Nominal student engagement, passive teaching methods and a mindset of treating students as children who
know nothing inhibits debate and discussion. Accountability is not serious business.

A vice chancellor’s time is usually spent in securing greater funding from the Higher Education Commission (HEC) and the provincial
governments. Connections and political clout do the trick. Hence the need for a VC who is acceptable to government functionaries. In
the pursuit of funds, a VC may have to compromise on admissions, appointments, promotions and education quality. This is partly
because the regulator is also a funding agency.

We adopted the idea of promoting access to higher education without correcting the system.

Within the university, the registrar is the administrative mover and shaker whom deans and professors must approach for even a
simple matter like casual leave or attending conferences, etc. This bureaucratic management structure, starting from the department
head to the dean to the registrar, causes delays and leads to groupings and power struggles. It compromises teaching and the learning
environment. The other administrative players are the controller of examinations and the treasurer. This power troika drives academic
heads. No wonder professors prefer administrative functions to academic responsibilities.

Academic culture showcases non-PhD teachers and PhD researchers. A lecturer is supposed to teach at least four courses of three
credit hours per semester. One credit hour means at least 16-18 hours of teaching in a semester. To address the dearth of experienced
teachers, universities allow faculty to teach a maximum of three courses as visiting teacher in the parent university, but as many as
they want in other universities and cities. Some are known to teach more than 20 courses in a semester. Administrative staff not
otherwise eligible to teach are also accommodated. The same non-PhD visiting faculty also comprises the prospective candidates of
PhD programmes.

How can one teach, work and study full time together? These teachers have USBs ready with PowerPoint presentations and MCQs
question banks downloaded from a common source prepared by foreign professors. Using old editions of books and supplementary
material is common. Question papers and assessment techniques are also an ignored area, with a weak monitoring system.

Professors and associate professors are generally seen as blue-eyed researchers in our system and do minimal teaching. They are
rewarded not just for their PhD degree, but also for supervising research. Promotions and incentive structures are tilted towards
publications. Universities pay publication fee, bear the cost of international conferences, besides giving incentives to publish. There
are no checks to differentiate between high-impact and predatory publications. Again, 15 to 20 professors can be involved in one PhD
thesis evaluation. A five-layer system is there to ensure quality. The last stage is publication in an impact-factor journal before awarding
the degree. Yet, we have seen thousands of low-quality theses, hundreds of violations and plagiarism cases, and publications in fake
and predatory journals.

Quality entered the picture 14 years ago as an HEC requirement. Quality Enhancement Cells were established. A junior person is
usually given additional charge. Little culture change has followed. HEC'’s Quality Assurance Agency arranges Visits to universities to
ensure that a system of participatory decision-making exists. All visits found governance to be the weakest area. Analysis based on
programme review reports of HEC reveals that approximately 30pc of programmes were reportedly shut down because of deficient
teaching faculty.

20


https://www.dawn.com/news/1690583/how-not-to-run-a-university

EDUCATION

Students’ engagement in decision-making is minimal; their feedback is not factored into tailoring policies. QAA itself works on an ad-
hoc basis, without a comprehensive quality code. A weak regulatory role leads to weak accountability.

The knowledge economy dream cannot be realised with 50,000 permanent faculty, of which 32pc have some sort of PhD and only
1pc (less than 500) are tenured professors for 250 universities. This is based on data. Tenure track is a special cadre for researchers.
Not all universities have this special arrangement. Eighty per cent of the faculty are lecturers/assistant professors with little teaching
experience. The PhD faculty is publishing on average 20,000 articles a year but only a few in tier-one journals. According to one study,
very few articles are relevant to national needs. Pakistani research profile is very weak when it comes to collaborations between
academia and industry, and competitiveness ranking. In the last year alone, 900 faculty members were reportedly involved in unethical
research practices and academic fraud.

We are wasting our silver (faculty) and damaging our reputation. Instead of consolidating our undergraduate programmes, highly
scarce teaching resource is being wasted in low-quality part-time and evening PhD programmes. Universities cannot deliver quality
and relevant education without introducing the principles of efficiency, engagement and functionality.

(By Nadia Tahir Dawn, 06, 20/05/2022)

Matric exams mismanagement

After a hiatus of two years due to Covid-19, matric exams in Sindh started a few days ago, and students and their guardians were
optimistic that this time around they would not suffer because of official mismanagement in the conduct of exams. There are no reports
from other parts of the province, but for students from Karachi, the first day of the exam turned out to be an endurance test.
Unfortunately, it had occurred in the past too, but officials do not seem to have learnt any lessons.

A considerable number of students did not receive admit cards; and those who did receive this important exam document found it
carrying one error to the other. When examinees and their guardians went to the exam board office, there was no one to guide them
to the relevant departments. Left helpless, they had to go round and round the rambling building. In the absence of admit card, many
pupils could not appear in the exam. While the provincial minister of education has ordered rescheduling of the paper for those who
missed the exam, it must have left students coming prepared for exams extremely demoralised.

Other perennial problems related to exams persisted too. The computer studies paper of Class 9 and Class 10 had reportedly been
leaked on social media around two hours before the exams got underway. There were also reports of examinees writing answers
without electric fans due to power cuts when the heat was at its peak. Students also complained about the non-availability of drinking
water at many exam centres. Like others, students are also suffering due to prolonged power outages. Cheating was also withessed
at many exam centres. All these reported mismanagement by exam board officials have made a mockery of the exams. So far there
are no reports about an inquiry into the unsatisfactory conduct of the exams. Letting things as they are means more of the same in
future.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 20/05/2022)

KU lacks infrastructure for disabled students

All previous administrations at the Karachi University have failed to provide facilities to disabled students who enrolled on quota due
to their negligence. As a result, these students suffered ongoing challenges in terms of transportation and getting an education at
Karachi University. Many old buildings were not constructed to the requirements of disabled students at Karachi University. As a result,
more than 80% of the old departments cannot provide construction-based facilities to these students. However, many new buildings
have been constructed in the last two decades, but they do not have the facilities for disabled students. These basic facilities include
a ramp at the building’s entrance, a specially designed separate toilet, an elevator, and a ramp allowing direct access to the first floor
of any building. It should be noted that 2% of total admission seats at Karachi University are earmarked for disabled students under
the special quota system, with the availability of 280 seats. This year, 18 students have got the admission to these reserved seats,
while some of the admission is conducted on open merit, which takes place at the time of scholarship application.

The STC building (now the Department of Visual Studies) and the Mahmood Hussain Library constructed decades ago at Karachi
University. These buildings have been built according to the old design, but these two buildings have direct access to the first floor via
a ramp. This facility is not available in any newly constructed building. According to information obtained from the University’s
Department of Planning and Development, A ramp has been constructed in the new Department of Visual Studies building to access
the first floor. The building is part of the University’s “Improvement of Academic Infrastructure” reconstruction project, including a new
girls’ hostel, a new science faculty block, a centre for digital forensics, and a new social sciences block.

According to the P&D department, ramps have been installed on the ground floor of all these buildings that are now under construction,
but no ramps have been installed on the first floor of any building except the Department of Visual Studies, and PC One has no
elevators in any of these buildings. According to a P&C official, the HEC has granted such a small budget for building construction
that the elevator option cannot be included.

It's important to note that there has been a long list of new construction buildings at Karachi university in the last two decades. Most
of the buildings’ PC-1s were approved, and construction started during the tenure of former Vice-Chancellor Dr Pirzada Qasim, while
several buildings were also constructed during the tenure of another former Vice-Chancellor, Dr Muhammad Qaiser. 90% of buildings
have been built during the periods of these two vice-chancellors with no ramp on the group floor, no elevator and no special toilets for
disabled people. During this time, the new administration building has no ramp—only the education department building, which US-
AID sponsors, includes a ramp on the first floor.
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The Express also attempted to contact students who were affected by the situation. When contacted by “Express,” Ali, an M.Phil
student at Karachi University who was affected by these inadequacies, told the “Express” about the difficulties he has faced from BS
to M.Phil.

He is currently doing his M.Phil at the Area Study Center for Europe, and there are no ramps at the Center. When he arrived at the
institute, he waited for 2-3 people to gather and take him inside the building.

Ali stated there was no ramp when he was pursuing a BS in the discipline of Mass Communication; his classmates used to carry his
wheelchair inside the building for three years. At the time, Dr Mahmood Ghaznavi, the Department Chairman, built a ramp for him at
his own expense.

According to Ali, the Chairman stated that he had requested to build a ramp from the Karachi University management but had not
received a satisfactory response, and this ramp is still in use.

According to Ali, during BS, when he wanted to go to the department's library on the first floor to study, he faced a lot of trouble; His
classmates would carry him upstairs.

He stated that the new administrative block of Karachi University, constructed a few years ago, is newly built but that there is no ramp
here either. You have to take the help to get to the elevator. In response to an incident, he stated that the Faculty of Arts’ administration
had erected pipes in several places to restrict the passage of motorcycles, and pedestrians chose a different path. However, due to
the pipe’s unexpected blockage, he had witnessed blind students fall to the ground.

He also described the toilet problems.

It should be noted that ramps have been built following the construction of some new or old buildings in some areas. Karachi University
Business School and the Mass Communication Building are two of them.

On the other hand, when information was obtained from NED University, Vice-Chancellor Dr Tufail Ahmed stated that ramps had been
installed in all of the University’s new and old buildings. Students, as well as the elder, also used it.

According to him, the University has decided that if we have any disabled students in any batch, we conduct all the classes on the
first floor.

In NED, first and second-year classes are usually conducted on the first floor. However, if any batch has a disabled student, then
these junior classes will be conducted on the ground floors.
(By Safdar Rizvi Dawn, 04, 02/06/2022)

Intermediate students unhappy over change of exams timing to 9am|

The Board of Intermediate Education Karachi (BIEK) will be holding their annual exams for both part-l and part-Il starting from next
week and there have been some changes announced which many students are not too pleased about.

The exams, which were to commence on June 15, have been moved forward by three days to now begin on June 18 and the regular
time of starting the morning paper at 9:30am has been revised and moved to an even earlier timing of 9am.

This change in timing has become the source of concern among many candidates.

The students have been further asked by the BIEK to reach their exam centres even earlier than this so that there is no disturbance
caused in settling down according to their roll numbers.

Decision taken in view of hot weather; BIEK exams to begin on 18™
“What time do we leave home then?” Asked a worried female student.

She said that she would be nervous and sleep-deprived anyway and then to hurriedly push down breakfast and get ready around 8am
would be adding to her burden.

“I know myself. | would be feeling nauseous as it is and then | will also have to brave the morning rush on the roads,” she shared her
concern with Dawn.

Other students also pointed out that they would need to leave home even earlier than usual to reach their exam centres on time
because there is the morning rush of office and factory goers to be expected during this time.

Those using public transport were even more upset because they would also have to compete for seats in buses and be facing
difficulty in stopping rickshaws and cabs.

Abdullah Zahid, another student, said that the change in timings will affect him and many of his friends badly.
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“In the morning, public transport, especially the buses, are bursting at the seams with passengers. Even on regular days it is a game
of chance to find a place there,” he said.

“Other transportation alternatives such as Bykea, Uber and Careem are prohibitively expensive for most students. Since the recent
spike in fuel costs, their fares have also risen,” he added.

When Dawn contacted BIEK chairman Dr Saeeduddin regarding the matter, he informed that the decision to start early was taken in
view of the heat by the government of Sindh.

He said that a meeting of inter-provincial education ministers held earlier under the chairmanship of the federal minister regarding the
timing of the HSC Part-1 and Part-Il examinations in view of the prevailing hot weather conditions all over the country where it was
decided to revise the timings for the morning paper.

As per the revised timings, the morning paper will start from 9am to 12pm in Karachi while in Hyderabad, Sukkur, Larkana, Mirpurkhas
and Shaheed Benazirabad, it would be even earlier from 8.30am to 11.30am.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 13/06/2022)

Forged papers submitted for teaching posts

A committee of Sindh Education and Literacy Department tasked with scrutiny of the documents of the candidates qualifying for
Primary School Teachers and Junior Elementary School Teachers' jobs has identified many cases of submitting fake and tampered
documents to secure the jobs.

As per the scrutiny committee many candidates submitted fake and forged Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC), CNIC, Form D
and domicile.

Cases of dual domicile one from Karachi and anther from other province and of CNIC with number series of another province bearing
address of Karachi have also surfaced.

The committee headed by Sindh Education and Literacy Department Secretary Ghulam Akbar Leghari, includes Director General of
Human Resources and Training (Education), Zamir Ahmed Khoso, Deputy Director HR Ashaug Kumar and District Education Officers.

Before end of this month, the process would be completed throughout the province. In East district only, more than 200 qualifying
candidates were sorted out for personal appearance before the committee to explain about the irregularities or tempering with their
documents.

Twenty cases of dual domicile (Karachi and another province) and 11 cases of CNIC with number series of another province bearing
address of Karachi had been found, he added. APP
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 16/06/2022)

BIEK exams for over 190,000 students begin today|

Around 190,000 students of intermediate will be appearing for their annual examinations scheduled to commence from Saturday
(today) and conclude on July 6.

Organised by the Board of Intermediate Education Karachi (BIEK), the exams will be conducted in morning and afternoon shifts for
pre-medical, pre-engineering, general science, home economics, commerce (regular and private) groups.

Around 108,000 students of the science group will sit in the morning shift from 9am to 12 noon. The afternoon shift running from 2pm
to 5pm will see about 82,000 candidates of the commerce (regular and private) groups.

The board has set up 211 exam centres, including 115 reserved for the morning shift and 96 for the afternoon shift. Some 64 centres
have been declared sensitive, comprising 32 of the morning shift and as many of the afternoon shift.

BIEK chairman Prof Dr Saeeduddin has informed that in order to control copy culture all examination centres would have vigilance
officers, centre control officers, centre superintendents, examination staff and teachers.

The students have been disallowed to bring their cell phones, tablets, laptops or any other electronic devices. If any student was found

cheating, his or her paper would be confiscated and he or she would be barred from appearing in exams for three years, he said.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 18/06/2022)

Land grabbers gobble KU property
Ever since the land mafia took hold of the port city several decades ago, no land, be it public or private, has been safe from illegal

occupation. It believed that this mafia is not just a few land grabbers grabbers, but rather operates through an impermeable nexus of
politicians, criminals, property dealers and corrupt government officials, who all share loot.
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The latest victim of this nefarious nexus is half of the seven acre property owned by Karachi University, located right in front of the
public university’s main campus. It has remained under the control of the local land mafia and routinely rented out to restaurants, car
dealers, local goons as well as a government hospital, which is testament to how extensive the dealings of this mafia are.

According to Karachi University (KU) sources, at least three acres out of the seven acre land has so far been gobbled by the land
mafia, which been mooching millions of rupees from businesses illegally established on the property by their aid.

Interestingly, the said property is located on the segment of University Road that oversees the Sheikh Zayed Islamic Center, leading
up to the Silver Jubilee Gate of Karachi University. While its occupation by the mafia has also made multiple mentions in letters written
by the security and the state office of Karachi University itself.

However, for some reason, it appears that the KU administration and related departments of security and state office have chosen to
remain silent on the matter, assisting and abetting the crime by turning a blind eye to it.

According to KU State Officer Noorin Sharig, she too seemed reluctant to opine on the matter, distancing herself from affair by
categorising it as a court case that should be addressed by the director legals.

Despite Shariq’s justifications, it seems that the case hasn'’t reached any court so far, while the mafia has been conveniently making
money by commercialising government property meant for educational purposes. When probed about the lack of intervention by KU
in the regard, the state officer was keen to mention that they have impeded the construction of a hospital parking lot on KU’s property
by “sending over their men.” However, no explanation could come from the state officer on how exactly the government hospital came
in possession of the university’s land in the first place, while she also brushed away all questions about the restaurants and car
dealerships set up on the university’s property.

Per available details, the restaurants and car showrooms on the the property have been erected during the tenure of the present State
Officer, was replaced by the original State Officer brought by the Selection Board during the tenure of a former Vice Chancellor.

Some of the land from this seven acre property however, has somehow managed to remain out of the occupancy of the land grabbers.

It houses the HEJ Research Centre, which has established a botanical garden over there, to shield it from the preying mafia. The
garden has also attracted a few plant sellers, who have established their own little plan nurseries on the garden’s other fringes.

So far, the government hospital is what occupies the biggest chunk of this land mafia run KU land, which raises many doubts about
the government’s own reliance on these criminal elements.

When the hospital management was probed about the legalities that support the hospital’'s construction on the property, they were
swift to point fingers at KU for allowing the construction to take place. “The funding for the construction of the hospital has been
released by the city government on the orders of the Chief Minister and is being used in public internet. Where was KU with its
objections when the walls for the hospital were being built?” commented a person from the hospital’s management on conditions of
anonymity.

However, a letter from the state officer, which is available with The Express Tribune, confirms that the KU land has been illegally
occupied by nurseries, restaurants and car dealerships. The letter, dated March 9, 2022, addressed to the Deputy Commissioner,
District East, said that the Land of Karachi University should be made free from the land grabbing and encroachment that it has fallen
prey to, including the few acres of university land by the Silver Jubilee gate.

According to another letter, Karachi University’s security officer has been informed in the past that a lawn has been built in front of the
mosque, while a Medical and Dental College University has gone ahead and built a wall on KU property. The letter in revealing so
also recommended that a barbed wire fence should be erected, in addition to a boundary wall to shield the university’s property.

Furthermore, a copy of the letter dated 28 September 2021 has also been sent to the Registrar’s Office, Vice Chancellor’s Office and
Director Finance. Whereas, when the university’s security officer was contacted in this regard, he said that they have told the state
office in writing several times but no action has been taken. The former Campus Security Adviser had approached the Deputy
Commissioner in this regard. “His team had come to our office, however no further action has been taken. The present campus
security officer Zubair has written to the security officials and now we are waiting for the action,” he informed The Express Tribune.
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 05, 28/06/2022)
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