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TRANSPORT MANAGEMERT 

With 80 buses, Karachi's Green Line becomes fully operational 
 
A new and unknown world of mass transit opened up for Karachiites as the Green Line bus service became fully operational on 
Monday. As many as 80 buses could be spotted moving towards Surjani Town from Numaish and the other way around from 7am till 
10pm. 
 
Venturing inside the entrance, you find yourself heading downstairs to a two-level basement. The first level had the ticketing area. 
 
For now one can get tickets in two ways one of which is going to the ticketing booth and pay Rs55 for a ticket for whether you are 
travelling to the station ahead or to all 22 stations. But another better and economical way is to buy a Rs100 card which can be topped 
up. As you reach a station to get off, the machines there will deduct your fare as per kilometre of your travelling. 
 
Later, there will be more options for buying tickets.  
 
“You will also have the option of buying tickets through vending machines, which we will be made functional in a week or so. And 
within two to three months there will also be point of sale or POS machines attached to the vending machines as these can charge 
you through your credit or debit cards,” Abdul Aziz, the senior manager (bus operation and intelligence transport system) of the Sindh 
Infrastructure Development Company Ltd (SIDCL), explained to Dawn. 
 
He said that they had tried to replicate UK’s bus system here. 
 
Telling more about the vending machines at the bus stations here, he said that they are state-of-the-art machines bought from Turkey, 
which can also accept currency notes. 
 
“The vending machines, when fully operational, will issue tickets as well as top-up cards, which will help lessen human interaction in 
a Covid environment. Still, the less tech savvy can go to the ticketing booth,” he said. 
 
“There will also be another option of topping up your bus cards through your mobile app, which is also going to begin in a couple of 
months. Your card will carry a unique ID number that you can enter to top up through your credit or debit card, Easypaisa, etc, right 
from the comfort of your home,” he added. 
 
Non-fare revenue 
He also spoke about minimising government subsidy here. “For this we have worked on non-fare revenue, too. The government can 
earn from bus fares and from non-fare ways as well such as advertisements. For that we have kept digital marketing inside the buses 
as well as printed ads,” he said. 
 
Meanwhile, going another level down, you can catch your bus, which stops at the station only for two to three minutes. 
 
But that doesn’t mean that you need to hurry as there is no chance of you ever missing your bus. One bus leaves, and another comes 
in within three minutes of its leaving. 
 
Getting on the bus from Numaish, which for now is an end as well as start of route station, you notice that there are not many people 
leaving from there and the buses are heading off quite empty. 
 
“That’s because the pattern is such that most people come towards their business or work area in the morning. Most markets and 
offices happen to be in the Saddar area and so people are travelling this direction. The rush to the way back home will pick up in the 
afternoon,” Mr Aziz pointed out. 
 
He also said that SIDCL has a central command and control centre in the Garden area. “Currently, we are doing an origin and 
destination survey also. In about one or two months we will have data about how many travellers are using our buses and travelling 
from where. After that we may even revise the bus timings,” he said. 
 
He also shared that for park and ride, they will also be opening up parking spaces from Station 2, which is the KDA Flats station to 
Station 9, which is the U.P. Morr Station. 
 
“That was you can come, park your vehicle and get on the bus. This is also known as ‘last mile connectivity’,” he said. 
 
Incomplete work at stations 
It is a 21km dedicated track on which you find a station with 800 metres of each station. There are 22 stations functional for now. 
 
The Numaish station is followed by Patel Para or Gurumandir, Lasbela Chowk, Sanitary Market, Nazimabad No 1, Inquiry Office, 
Annu Bhai Park, Board Office, Hyderi, Five Star Chowrangi, Jumma Bazar, Erum Shopping, Nagan Chowrangi, U.P. Morr, Road 4200, 
Power House Chowrangi, Road 2400, 2 Minute Chowrangi, Surjani Chowrangi, Karimi Chowrangi, KDA Flats and last stop Abdullah 
Chowk. 
 
Several of these stations are still without lifts or escalators which become a problem for some aged or disabled people. But it was said 
that soon these too will start working as the machinery and equipment come in. 
 
The buses are all imported and being hybrid they run on fuel as well as electricity. They give off very little carbon monoxide emissions. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1668824/with-80-buses-karachis-green-line-becomes-fully-operational
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Each 18 metres long stretched accordion bus has a capacity of 150 passengers including sitting and standing areas. The ladies area 
is in the front portion of the bus, families can take the middle portion and men sit right at the back. There is also an area reserved for 
blind and disabled passengers. 
 
The smartly uniformed bus driver has his own little compartment outside which is a sticker discouraging the passengers to speak to 
the driver unless there is any emergency. It also says that the driver carries no cash and any kind of abuse of the driver shall result in 
prosecution. Just a suggestion, but it would have been good to also have this written in Urdu. 
 
There are constant announcements playing inside the bus informing you about the specific areas in the bus and how to buy bus tickets 
as you move towards your destination. A pleasant female voice tells you about the approaching stations, too. Inside the bus, it is easy 
to imagine that one is not in Karachi or Pakistan even. But once you peer outside the windows, the dusty, congested roads of the city 
bring you back. 
 
Still, one will never experience a traffic jam when travelling on the Green Line bus. And on the dedicated track it is also difficult to 
imagine any kind of an accident or collision happening ever as there are no other vehicles or even people coming on this track. 
 
One also wonders if the buses would remain as clean as they are at the moment. About this, the station manager at the last station 
of Abdullah Chowk said that all buses reaching there revert after a thorough cleaning. The same is the case with the Numaish station. 
 
Three more stations after Numaish, namely, Seventh Day Hospital, Tibet Centre, and Eid Gah will also be added as the infrastructure 
for those is readied. 
 
By March, it is expected that Orange Line Bus service will also get operational. The Orange Line is a Sindh government project for 
which 12 orange buses are expected to move up and down another four kilometres. 
 
The Sindh government is paying for their own buses and making its infrastructure but they will be joining the Green Line Intelligence 
Transport System or ITS so that their ticketing can also integrated with the same bus fare card. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 11/01/2022) 

 
Two young men die in car crash on Sharea Faisal 

 
Two men were killed and another was wounded in a traffic accident on Sharea Faisal on Sunday morning, police said. 
 
A traffic police official said that the driver of a fast-moving car suddenly applied brakes near Karsaz Mor on Sharea Faisal and as a 
result two other cars rammed each other and hit the first vehicle from behind. 
 
Two young persons, identified as Irtaza Husain, 23, and Rafay Faisal, 22, died on the spot. The third one suffered serious injuries and 
was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where his condition was stated to be out of danger. 
 
The traffic police official said that two cars were badly damaged while the third one rammed into a footpath. 
 
A traffic police spokesperson said that apparently, speeding was the cause of the accident. However, he added that it was not known 
as to why the driver of the first vehicle suddenly applied brakes. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 17/01/2022) 

 
Drive against illegal parking spaces in city begins today, SHC told 

 
The Sindh High Court on Monday directed the district municipal corporations (DMCs) of the city to file entire record about the tendering 
process of parking fees as they failed to produce any notification regarding parking rates. 
 
A two-judge bench headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro also ordered action against illegal collection of parking fee and 
directed the inspector general of police and advocate general to come up with compliance reports on Jan 31. 
 
The court was informed that the provincial authorities were going to launch a campaign from Tuesday in the metropolis against illegal 
parking fees collection. 
 
Court asks DMCs to furnish tendering record, notification about fixing parking rates 
 
When the bench took up a petition against charged parking in the city for hearing, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation and DMC-
Keamari submitted comments and copies were provided to the petitioner. 
 
The bench put certain questions to the lawyers for DMCs about charged parking and they stated that Section 96 of Sindh Local 
Government Act, 2013 had authorised respective councils to levy fees on account of vehicles’ parking. 
 
However, the bench in its order said that none of the DMCs were able to furnish any notification regarding rates of vehicles’ parking 
or the areas designated for charged parking. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1669862/two-young-men-die-in-car-crash-on-sharea-faisal
https://www.dawn.com/news/1670090/drive-against-illegal-parking-spaces-in-city-begins-today-shc-told
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“Further they were directed to submit the relevant documents showing the process of tendering of the parking fee or the fact if KMC 
or a Council is collecting the fee itself. If tendering was done to award contract of parking fees to the contractors, the papers relating 
to the same shall also be produced in the court,” the court order added. 
 
An assistant advocate general informed the bench that a drive would be launched from Tuesday (today) to curb illegal collection of 
parking fees in the provincial metropolis from the areas not designated for such a purpose and a progress report would be submitted 
before the next date of hearing. 
 
Adjourning the hearing till Jan 31, the bench directed its office to send a copy of its order to the advocate general and IGP-Sindh for 
appearance and compliance. 
 
The KMC in its comments submitted that it had advertised the auction of KMC-designated charged parking areas last year and there 
were 33 such areas within the jurisdiction of KMC including 16 located in district East, nine in South, seven in Central and one in 
Korangi district. 
 
The DMC-Keamari submitted that it was legally empowered to charge “parking fee on road” under Section 96 of SLGA 2013, but it 
had neither established any charged parking in its jurisdiction nor attempted to recover such a fee from vehicle owners. 
 
On the last hearing, the traffic police had informed the SHC that the KMC, DMCs and cantonment boards were running 124 charged 
parking spaces and 88 of them were on main thoroughfares. 
 
The comments filed on behalf of DIG-Traffic further submitted that the traffic police had repeatedly conveyed its concerns to the 
Karachi commissioner and other authorities concerned about allotment of charged parking sites on busy roads without consulting 
traffic police, but to no avail. 
 
The comments had further said that out of 124 parking lots set up on roads and markets of the city, 46 were being run by the KMC, 
71 by DMCs, six by cantonment boards and one parking site was run by the Civil Aviation Authority on its premises. 
 
A citizen had filed a petition last year stating that the Supreme Court had clearly restrained the authorities concerned from charging 
fee on the pretext of parking, but the respondents were still charging such levy in different parts of the city in violation of apex court 
order. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 18/01/2022) 

 
Court takes notice of illegal charged parking fee 

 
The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed Director Charged Parking KMC and DMC South to appear at the next hearing on a petition 
against charging of illegal parking fee in Karachi. 
 
During the hearing, the court inquired about the vehicles against which parking fee is charged. "Is the fee charged for a few hours or 
for the whole day?" the court inquired. The court asked the counsel for DMC South, "Do you auction the parking contract?" The DMC 
South's counsel told the court that tenders are issued for awarding parking contracts. 
 
The court asked, "Where do you use the money you get in the contract?" The counsel explained that roads are built and work on 
sidewalks is carried out. The court questioned the DMC counsel as to whose job was it to remove garbage from the dustbins installed 
in the middle of the roads. 
 
The KMC's counsel argued that garbage collection from dustbins was the job of Sindh Solid Waste Management. "Is the three-line 
parking on the road yours," the court remarked. 
 
The DMC's lawyer stated that they were allowed parking only in one lane. The court remarked, "The [charged] parking places are 
everywhere and young children receive parking fees. At some places even Afghan boys charge a parking fee. With whose permission 
do they charge parking fees?" 
 
The DMC South's counsel said that cases have been registered against them for illegally charging the parking fee. The court directed 
DMC South to submit all the details regarding the issuance of parking tender and submit reply to all the parties by February 21. 
 
Repatriation of prisoners 
In a significant progress on a petition for repatriation of Pakistani prisoners lodged in Indian jails, the Sindh High Court (SHC) disposed 
of the petition while directing the petitioner to approach the relevant authority upon submission of reply by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 
 
The High Court heard a petition seeking repatriation of prisoners lodged in Indian jails. The reply, submitted to the court by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, states that Pakistani citizens Nazir Ahmed, Saeed Sabir, Khalid Mahmood and Muhammad Imran are lodged in 
Indian jails. All four Pakistanis are serving life sentences. Muhammad Osama, Ghulam Farid, Wasim Noor, Taseem Azeem and 14 
other prisoners have completed their sentence. 
 
The petitioner had written several letters to the prime minister, the president and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Details have been 
obtained by sending all the letters to the Pakistani High Commission in New Delhi. 
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The issue of return of prisoners has been raised with the Indian Ministry of External Affairs that steps should be taken for the return 
of prisoners who have completed their sentence. 
 
"We are working hard for the return of prisoners and will ensure the security and safety of every Pakistani," the reply said. "This issue 
should be looked at on a priority basis as it is a matter of human compassion," it added. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 21/01/2022) 

 
Green Line BRT wins Karachi’s heart 

 
The Green Line BRT, which is the city’s first mass transit system, has been greeting hordes of citizens following inauguration earlier 
this month. 
 
Owing to the overwhelming rush of commuters, many excited about boarding the shiny, new bus service must wait in long queues on 
weekends as well as weekdays, before fetching a ticket. 
 
The passengers maintain that the federal government should also consider starting a shuttle bus service leading to Tower and improve 
its fare system. “This will not only make the BRT service more successful but also make it easier for passengers to travel,” opined one 
commuter. 
 
The federal government completed Phase I of Green Line BRT in Karachi on December 25th last year, and made it operational from 
Surjani Town to Namaish Chowrangi. Initially, the bus was run from 8 am to 12 noon, but operations were later extended from 7 am 
to 10 pm, after which the service has seen an exponential growth in traffic. 
 
According to Green Line Senior Manager Abdul Aziz, a single bus can accommodate a total of 240 commuters, with seating space 
for 140 of them. 
 
Talking about the service’s popularity with the public, he said that queues of passengers begin lining up to board the bus as early as 
8:00 am, but the service sees its greatest inflow of passengers during office hours. “So far, the number of passengers on the week 
days has been around 30,000 to 40,000, but on weekends the number tends to jump to 50,000,’ he informed. 
 
The long queues or lack or tight space on the bus has however done little to deter the Green Line’s passengers, who indicate a clear 
preference for the modern bus service as opposed to traditional public buses. 
 
One BRT passenger Muhammad Ahmed, while talking to The Express Tribune, said that he had come to Namaish Chowrangi from 
Tower in Khan Coach, a traditional public bus, but is now headed to North Karachi in Green Line. “The BRT system is more convenient 
than the traditional buses, in addition to being cheaper and more comfortable. Even if one has to stand throughout the journey, it’s still 
more comfortable than sitting in a Khan Coach,” he opined. 
 
Similarly, Muhammad Ali, another passenger who had ditched his own car to test out the new buss service, said that Green Line is a 
gift to the city and must be protected and regularly maintained, if it is to continue running,” he told. 
 
Where public response to Green Line has largely been in favour of the bus service, some commuters seemed a little displeased about 
the price disparity in paper and card tickets. “There is a minimum fare of Rs15 and Maximum of Rs55, while fare climbs by Rs five for 
every successive station. This is understandable but bus management is charging a uniform tariff of Rs55 for paper tickets while those 
who bought cards can buy tickets based on the number of bus stops they were travelling,” complained M Abbas, an elderly passenger 
on the bus. 
 
Speaking in response to Abbas’ claims, Green Line Senior Manager Abdul Aziz maintained that the bus service is operating under 
the state-of-the-art Intelligence Transport System (ITS). “There is a chance of cheating by the conductors or ticket bookers if tariff for 
paper tickets is not uniform. We cannot possibly monitor every passenger with a paper ticket and the passenger on one ticket can 
easily go to the next station without paying the necessary fare, which will cause financial loss to the bus service. This does not happen 
on the card system, the plastic card is connected to the ITS machines installed at at the entry and exit gate,” he told The Express 
Tribune. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 05, 26/01/2022) 

 
Thousands of number plates remain delayed 

 
The Sindh Excise Taxation and Narcotics Control Department appears to have failed in issuing original number plates to thousands 
of vehicles registered in the year 2018. Owing to which, citizens who had their vehicles registered during this period and paid the 
required registration fee, have been subject to constant badgering by law enforcement officials for yet not having an original number 
plate. 
 
“I was issued a number of BLP series for my vehicle registered in 2018 but it’ been years now and I am still waiting for an official 
number plate,” said Riaz Ahmed, a resident of Saddar. 
 
According to Ahmed, police and other law enforcement agencies often stop his vehicle for having a non-official number plate and 
inquire about the original one, sometimes even imposing fines for what Ahmed believes is the government’s fault. “It gets quite 
embarrassing when the traffic police stop me around every street corner and pesters me for the same reason,” he lamented. 
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Ahmed’s ordeal resonates with thousands of citizens who feel constantly badgered by law enforcement agencies, despite the Sindh 
High Court’s order that safeguards their right to travel without police interference. 
 
The SHC in March 2020 had restrained the traffic police and others from harassing people for unofficial number plates, after the issue 
was raised through a petition. The court had also directed the Excise and Taxation Department to resolve the matter by immediately 
issuing the pending number plates. 
 
Some people, who believed that their ordeal had no immediate resolve were also compelled to sell vehicles during this period but 
failed to do so for lacking original number plates. “I wanted to sell my car last year to overcome some financial issues but nobody was 
ready to buy it because it did not have an original number plate, “said Suhbat Ali, a resident of Gulshan-e-Hadeed. According to him, 
the few buyers who were interested in his car were offering severely discouraging rates, trying to manipulate him for not having an 
original plate. “I eventually ended up borrowing money from a relative rather than selling the car for coins,” told Ali. 
 
The delay in issuance of number plates is owed to brimming controversies between the Excise and Taxation Department and the 
contractors involved in manufacturing of the number plates. Per officials privy to the development, the aforementioned controversies 
started when a contractor filed a petition against the department in the court of law. 
 
However, according to Excise Motor Vehicle Registration Deputy Director Syed Ziauddin Shah, the matter has now been resolved by 
the court, and the department has awarded the contract to a new contractor. “There is a backlog of around 50,000 to 60,000 number 
plates. But we are waiting for required funds from the Finance Department. Once the funds are made available, we hope to start 
issuing the pending number plates by February of this year,” the deputy director told The Express Tribune. 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 30/01/2022) 

 
People suffer as most escalators, lifts at Karachi's Green Line stations non-functional 

 
It is almost one month since the Green Line bus service became fully operational. It is very popular with people, too, but many, 
especially the elderly, complain that most escalators and lifts are out of order or they have been switched off at many of the 22 bus 
stations making it very difficult for them to use the bus service. 
 
Tabbasum Shabbir eyed the flight of stairs before her at the Hyderi Station before taking a deep breath and attempting them. She 
would stop and wait after every five or six steps. “I have often asked the men in uniform here to kindly turn on the escalators but I am 
told that they have deliberately kept them off because turning them on invites children to go up and down on them,” the woman sighed. 
“So many times we see children doing the same thing on the escalators in shopping malls but the malls don’t shut off their escalators, 
or even lifts for that matter. I don’t understand the issue here,” she said. 
 
“I have bad knees. Even women younger than me have bad knees these days. We would really appreciate it if the Green Line bus 
people would open their hearts to folks like us, too,” she added. 
 
Official says the equipment remained off for three years that caused issues 
 
At the Board Office Station, there is a cemented base with its own cement stairs before you can even reach the escalator. And these 
cement stairs don’t even have rails on the sides. Here, too, the escalator is off. Hamida Bibi, who comes to see her daughter in this 
area from Burns Road, says that she has never seen the escalator working in this station. “I’m always informed upon asking that it is 
out of order. But the bus service is new. The escalators are also new. They have never been used,” she said. 
 
Munnawar Adil, a resident of the area also backed the woman. “I have never seen the escalators at the Board Office Station working,” 
he added. 
 
It is funny then when one notices a board above a station entrance indicating with which side are the plain stairs and which side is the 
escalator at all these stations whereas the facility is kept off. 
 
“While facilitating the public through the nice and clean Green Line Bus, which also has separate sitting areas inside it for the disabled, 
the authorities are not even letting the people with disabilities get on the bus by keeping their escalators and lifts off. Well, they are 
also on at certain stations, but how can a commuter guess where it is on and where it is off? My left leg is injured but that doesn’t 
mean that I sit at home though this kind of an attitude says that I should,” said Shahzada Humayun, who said he tried getting on Green 
Line in the start, but then gave up due to these problems. 
 
When the bus service was starting, it was said about this worrying issue that very soon all escalators and lifts would also start working 
as the machinery and equipment for these come in from abroad. 
 
When contacted about this problem now, Abdul Aziz, the senior manager of the Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Ltd 
(SIDCL) told Dawn that the escalators and lifts were installed at the stations some three years ago and they had been gathering dust 
all this time until the Sindh government brought in the buses. 
 
“That dust and lack of use resulted in the malfunction of many escalators and lifts. But we got most of them working again,” he said. 
 
Stolen parts 
“Then another issue crept in. We found parts of some escalators stolen. Someone even got away with stealing entire steps from the 
escalators. We have got the stolen parts replaced but this is also a problem for us. Meanwhile, we also have certain escalators and 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1673729/people-suffer-as-most-escalators-lifts-at-karachis-green-line-stations-non-functional
https://www.dawn.com/news/1668824
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lifts which are under repair. We also run checks and do maintenance work on them for which we need to stop the escalators for a bit. 
So they are not off all the time, they are just switched off for the brief time we are working on them,” he claimed. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 07/02/2022) 

 
No regard for SOPs in public transport 

 
The national command and operation center (NCOC), which serves as the nerve centre of the government’s anti-Covid-19 strategy, 
had laid down some very specific protocols and procedures to ensure the continuation of public transport amid pandemic. These 
included sanitisation of vehicles before every run, in addition to complete adherence to government SOPs such as social distancing 
and face-masking, at all times during transit. 
 
Furthermore, towards the end of last year, the NCOC had announced launching a special nationwide inoculation campaign for the 
transportation sector. Under this campaign, all types of public and private intercity and intra-city transport were to be inspected at 
entry and exit points of bus stands, toll plazas and interchanges, and only allow vaccinated individuals onboard, whereas all those 
found to be unvaccinated were to be jabbed on spot via mobile vaccination teams. 
 
However, by the fifth wave of Covid-19, it appears that public transportation has fallen from the agenda, with drivers and passengers 
alike showing no regard for government SOPs, while the government too appears to have let go of imposing its own protocols. 
 
Similarly, private transport companies that were once actively handing out sanitisers and face masks to their drivers, in addition to 
educating them on anti-coronavirus protocols out of fear of a transportation shutdown, have also backed out of practice, seeing the 
government’s nonchalance in the year 2022. 
 
“No one wears a mask anymore, and neither does anyone ever question it. Social distancing has also become a thing of the past, and 
it’s like Covid-19 does not exist anymore,” commented Waqas Ahmed, a driver for a mobile application-based bus service. Per Ahmed, 
his company has stopped keeping tabs on the observance of SOPs within the vehicle, so the passengers have also become more 
comfortable with flouting them. 
 
However, public transport like privately-operated bus and ride-hailing services still seem to fare better owing to corporate policies, as 
compared to traditional, relatively unregulated, transportation options like local buses, rickshaws, and Chingchis. 
 
“The worst offenders of SOP-flouting are the nine-seater Chingchi rickshaws, that load passengers like animals in a truck,” remarked 
Razia Bano, a resident of the city who relies on public transport as her daily mode of commute. “Let alone wearing masks, there is 
not even enough space in these vehicles to avoid breathing into each other’s face. They are catalysing the spread of the new Omicron 
variant, and those of us who don’t have access to more expensive modes of transport like ride-hailing services or private vehicles, are 
just left to take our chances with the disease,” she added. 
 
Speaking in this regard, Ijaz, who is a local Chingchi rickshaw driver maintained that anti-coronavirus SOPs are impossible to maintain 
in a nine-seater rickshaw, without losing significant business. Unwilling to contest the agitated passenger’s claims, he said that as a 
driver things are not in his hand. “I can’t force people to wear a mask or check their vaccination status. They will either start a squabble 
with me or just get on a different rickshaw, both ways I’ll just be losing potential commuters,” he reasoned. 
 
Similarly, Rehan, who drives a local minibus also said that conditions on his bus are reflective of the government’s concerns. “During 
the first couple of waves, the authorities were stricter with imposing Covid-19 related SOPs, so passengers were more willing to 
comply. Now, there is no check from the authorities, so we too late things slide since we can’t possibly force anyone without starting 
a fight,” the driver commented. 
 
While on the other hand, Muhammad Ijaz, a vaccinator tasked with jabbing people in the public transport sector, claimed that although 
the health department had set up multiple vaccination camps at various bus and rickshaw stands, passengers and drivers have both 
been equally reluctant about getting jabbed. “In this regard, we need the support of the district administration, without which the 
campaign has no chance,” he added. 
 
Whereas, when approached for his comments, Karachi Transport Alliance President Irshad Bukhari maintained that the 
implementation of anti-coronavirus SOPs in public transport is the responsibility of the government. “We are ready to cooperate in any 
way we can to prevent the spread, but drivers on their own cannot ensure adherence to SOPs,” he asserted. 
 
Addressing the matter, Sindh Information Minister Saeed Ghani said that the government is currently reviewing the situation in Karachi. 
“The Department of Transport is also taking steps in collaboration with the district administration to implement SOPs in public transport. 
The scope of the vaccination campaign in public transport will be expanded, but in the meanwhile people should not forsake SOPs,” 
he told The Express Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 08/02/2022) 

 
80 Green Line buses ferry over one million commuters in a month in Karachi 

 
The formal operation of the Green Line bus service completes its first month on Thursday (today) and by Wednesday evening more 
than a million people have travelled through its dedicated corridor on 80 buses raising expectations that the service would be catering 
for the projected number of commuters every day within the first six months. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1674255/80-green-line-buses-ferry-over-one-million-commuters-in-a-month-in-karachi
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According to official data, from the formal launch on January 10 till Feb 9 evening, a total of 1,093,000 passengers had travelled on 
Green Line without any break. 
 
This shows on an average 35,000 people moved on 80 buses of the project on weekdays and the number sometimes swelled to 
50,000 during weekends. 
 
The federal government funded public transport project despite off and on complaints about maintenance of its related services has 
been seen as a ‘blessing’ for the people mainly in district Central who believe that the much-awaited scheme had finally started yielding 
results. 
 
“It is saving my money, time and energy,” said Umair Ali, a young banker from North Nazimabad, who had stopped riding motorcycle 
last month to reach his workplace in Soldier Bazaar. 
 
Passenger data shows service is catching up with expectations 
 
Passengers like Umair are paying Rs15 to Rs55 for their respective destinations and enjoying the ride in an 18-metre-long bus passing 
through 22 stations over 22-kilometre route from Surjani Town to Numaish. 
 
The growing response has pushed the authorities to carry out further innovations to make the ticketing system more user-friendly. 
 
“Currently, the passengers are availing tickets manually and by a prepaid card system. Now an app is being developed where the 
passengers can book their ticket and pay online from anywhere. It would be available soon,” said Abdul Aziz, senior manager of the 
Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Ltd (SIDCL). 
 
He believed that it would be a little early to arrive at a conclusion about the status of the project saying the initial assessment would 
be made after the first six months of formal launch. 
 
Envisaged and executed in February 2016 by then prime minister Nawaz Sharif, the Green Line project was originally scheduled to 
complete within a year with an estimated cost of around Rs16.85 billion. However, it took almost six years to complete and the cost 
reached Rs35bn to finish the project. However, almost six years of its ground-breaking and having suffered many hiccups over the 
period incurring almost double the cost, the ptojrvy formally began operation on Jan 10. 
 
Orange Line comes in focus 
However, with the launch of Green Line, a question remains about the effectiveness of the project, which was originally designed to 
be connected with the Sindh government-funded Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS). 
 
Despite having the shortest route in all five BRTS, the Orange Line is yet to get completed even after five years to its ground-breaking. 
Many observers are still sceptical about the launch of the Sindh government project, but the authorities claim that it is going to be 
operational within first quarter of the ongoing year. 
 
“The infrastructure development works on the Orange Line — which has been renamed after Abdul Sattar Edhi as the Abdul Sattar 
Edhi Line — is almost done and we are only waiting for the shipment of buses from China. The buses in China have already reached 
in their final phase of production and are expected to be here within the next two to three weeks,” said an official. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 10/02/2022) 
 

KU student from Somalia dies in accident at Seaview 
 
A female student of Karachi University was killed and three others were injured when their fast-moving car hit another vehicle from 
behind near Do Darya, Seaview, in the wee hours of Sunday morning, police said. 
 
Sahil SHO Pir Shabbir Haider said that four foreign students were travelling in a Passo car on Abdul Sattar Edhi Avenue at around 
1.45am. Their car hit a Revo vehicle from behind opposite DHA Office in Phase-VIII. 
 
All of them suffered critical injuries and were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where doctors pronounced Omi 
Omalkar, 21, dead. She was a citizen of Somalia. 
 
Three others — Elvan, 22, Guden Charles, 21, and Nels Moosa, 22 — got admitted for treatment. They belonged to Kenya. 
 
The SHO said all the four were students of the University of Karachi. 
 
The police registered a case on behalf of the state and initiated investigations. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 14/02/2022) 
 

Red Line BRT a game changer for Karachi 
 
After struggling for decades without an adequate mass transit system, developments in public transport may finally be on the cards 
for the city of 20 million. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1674997/ku-student-from-somalia-dies-in-accident-at-seaview
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Following much back and forth and paralysing delays, it appears that Karachi’s BRT Red Line project is now also on the track towards 
completion, after the launch of Green Line buses last month. 
 
In this regard, Sindh government’s Trans Karachi appointed a consultant supervisor for the project some two months ago, while a 
construction company was also hired around the same time. 
 
Per reports, the project’s foundation stone will be laid towards the end of February or early March. The project will be completed in 
two years, with tracks running from Model Colony, Malir, at one end of the city to Merewether Tower on the other end via University 
Road, MA Jinnah Extension Road, Numaish Chowrangi, and MA Jinnah Road. 
 
According to relevant officials of the provincial transport department, the Red Line BRT project had been in doldrums for over 12 
years. It was started by the Karachi Mass Transit Cell of the Karachi Development Authority on the recommendations of Transport 
Master Plan 2030, but due to lack of interest both, the centre and the provincial government, it could never span beyond plans and 
paperwork. 
 
“In 2010, The Asian Development Bank (ADB) started showing interest in bus rapid transit projects but withdrew from Red Line noticing 
lack of concern from the government. But now, after decades in doldrums, the plan for mass transit in Karachi is finally starting to take 
shape,” said an official on conditions of anonymity. 
 
Other than the Green Line that is already partly operational, and the Red Line that is in the works, the Orange Line bus project 
managed by the Sindh government is also expected to become available to the citizens by next year. 
 
Both projects, the Green Line and Orange Line are funded by the Federal and Provincial governments, respectively. This development 
has led global donor agencies like the ADB to re-engage with Karachi’s mass transit plans, now providing loans on easy terms for the 
Red Line and World Bank Yellow Line bus projects. 
 
According to loan details, The Asian Development Bank will provide $235 million, the Asian Infrastructure Development Bank will 
provide $71.81 million, and the French Development Agency will provide another $71.81 million for the Red Line bus project. The 
Green Climate Fund will offer $49 million, which includes $11.8 million in grant and $37.2 million in loan. The Sindh Government will 
also provide funds for this project. 
 
Addressing Red Line, an engineer associated with the project, described it as a state-of-the-art mass transit system. “A third-
generation system is being introduced across the country for the first time. Its other components include biogas plants to produce gas 
for running the buses while storm water drain system and cycling track will also be constructed along the BRT track,” he said. 
 
Speaking further, the engineer said that the project is 26 kilometres long with 24 stations to be built. “All business owners, whose 
businesses will be affected by the construction of the project, will be duly compensated by the government. At the request of the Asian 
Development Bank, the Sindh government has also set up an agency for the implementation of the project called Trans Karachi, which 
will carry out the construction work of this project under the supervision of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority,” the engineer added. 
 
Speaking in this regard Secretary Transport Khalid Mehmood Sheikh said that the Sindh government has already released funds 
resettlement of businesses falling on the BRT tracks and construction is expected to begin later this month or early March. “The project 
does not require land acquisition on the main right of the way. Shopkeepers and others are being affected by construction work around 
the right of way; for which the consultant hired will prepare a resettlement plan,” he told The Express Tribune. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 18/02/2022) 
 

Charged parking contractors bilk citizens blind 
 
In the bustling metropolis of Karachi, where all things come at a cost and money is hard to keep trail of, sometimes the price tags can 
be a little deceiving. So is also true for the hundreds of charged parking sites, where gullible citizens are hoodwinked left, right and 
centre. 
 
The official tariff for parking a motorcycle is Rs10 in most areas of the city while stationing a car is taxed at Rs30. “However, it is rare 
that these rates are actually charged. Rather, parking contractors across Karachi tend to carry forged receipts with double the price 
and fleece drivers into paying extortionate tariffs,” complained Adnan Ahmed, a citizen who haggles just to pay the official price 
whenever he has to park his vehicle anywhere close to the throbbing Zainab Market area. 
 
According to Alam Khan, who had an appointment at the passport office, the parking fee collectors there routinely badger car drivers 
into paying Rs50 to station their vehicles. “It’s unfair, but it’s a busy area and everyone is in a hurry, so most people just give out 
whatever is asked for instead of demanding official receipts to save time and energy,” said the irked citizen. “This is what the feel 
collectors also bank on,” he added. 
 
Despite being the oldest trick in the book and agencies being well aware of the trickery enough to entertain the matter in the court of 
law, parking tariff scam continues to swindle hundreds and thousands of rupees out of Karachiites every day. In a bid to curb the 
crime, local authorities had erected notice boards along various highways, bringing official tariffs into the public eye. “DMC South did 
the same on Abdullah Haroon Road, but shifty contractors quickly blocked out the public notice with dirty rags and continued to charge 
extortionate rates,” said an informer who wished not to be named. 
 
Similar activities have also been reported in other high-traffic areas like City Station and parts of Gulistan E Jauhar by the public. 
Parking-fee collectors in these areas however maintain that they only charge tariffs prescribed by the government. “But if a person 
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wants to pay a little extra out of the goodness of their heart, we do not turn down their kindness,” alleged one fee collector denying 
reports of forged receipts being circulated. 
 
Addressing the matter District South’s Municipal Commissioner Akhtar Sheikh corroborated the reports of widespread parking tariff 
scams in the port city, which his office has been trying to curb through various means of public awareness. These include installing 
notice boards on major highways, in addition to publishing official receipt books and circulating them among the contractors. “That 
being said, the citizens should still remain vigilant and report any scams of the category they observe to the following numbers: 
02199211429 or 03002253671,” Sheikh added. 
 
Oddly, however, when officials of The Express Tribune tried to contact the aforementioned numbers, the landline remained 
unreachable despite various attempts while the mobile number appeared to be incorrect. 
 
Probed regarding the matter, Municipal Commissioner Akhtar Sheikh maintained that the landline number is temporarily closed due 
to non-payment while he has no knowledge of the incorrect mobile number. 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 21/02/2022) 
 

Murad Ali Shah says work on Red Line to begin next month 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday formally approved the proposal for launching the Rs14 billion construction 
works on the first phase of Red Line bus rapid transit project starting from Malir Halt Depot to Mosamiyat. 
 
“This is good news for the people of Karachi and I am sure the work would be started on war footings so that it could be completed 
within two and half years,” he said while presiding over a meeting of TransKarachi here at CM House. 
 
The CM was informed that the Karachi BRT Red Line (KBRT) project was being implemented with the assistance of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and three other co-financers with a total cost of Rs78.38bn. 
 
The Red Line project corridor passes through urban areas of the city, originating from Malir Halt and terminating at Tower via Malir 
Cantonment, Safoora, University Road and Numiash. 
 
The work on the first lot would be started in the second week of March for which machinery was being mobilised to Malir Halt, the CM 
was told. 
 
The BRT Red Line is a 25-km corridor which would have ridership of over 300,000 passengers per day. As per plan, 240 buses would 
be procured for the project and their procurement order would be placed by the end of 2023. 
 
Street crime 
Talking to media at three different locations, the CM said he had formulated short-, medium- and long-term policies to control street 
crime in Karachi. 
 
“I have directed all police officials to keep patrolling in their respective areas so that proper vigilance could be ensured,” he added. 
 
He said that the law department had been directed to prepare a draft law for electronic-tagging of habitual criminals. 
 
Mr Shah said that all the private security agencies, guards, domestic and industrial workers would be registered for the development 
of a database. 
 
He said the Karachi Safe City project was being implemented in the red zone and at important areas. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 23/02/2022) 
 

KANUPP road complete: Wahab 
 
Karachi Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab said on Thursday said that the first phase of the construction of Machli Chowk to 
KANUPP Highway has been completed, while work on the second phase is in progress. 
 
Inspecting the construction work of the highway from Machli Chowk to KANUPP Hawke’s Bay, the Administrator said that the highway 
is 6 km long and is being constructed under the Karachi Neighboruhood Improvement Programme. Sindh Chief Minister's Special 
Assistant Liaqat Askani and other officials also accompanied him. Barrister Murtaza Wahab said development work is underway in 
Karachi under the vision of PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. On this occasion, the concerned officers of Karachi Metropolitan 
Corporation briefed the Administrator Karachi and gave details of the work to be done. Development work on the second kilometre of 
the highway is in full swing, they said. 
 
The administrator said that the construction of the 6km-long Machli Chowk to KANUPP Hawke’s Bay Road would facilitate the 
residents of the area. "For the first time, the road is being paved with two lanes, making it easier for citizens to reach coastal 
recreational areas," he added. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 25/02/2022) 
 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1676601/murad-ali-shah-says-work-on-red-line-to-begin-next-month
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Over 300,000 in Sindh waiting for vehicle number plates since 2016 
 
As the Sindh government is planning to introduce a new biometric system of registration and transfer of vehicles, more than 300,000 
owners have been waiting for the issuance of their vehicle’s official number plates since 2016 despite depositing over Rs300 million 
to the exchequer. 
 
The issue came to the light during a meeting held recently between car dealers/importers and officials of the excise and taxation 
department. 
 
The meeting discussed the backlog of the number plates in the province and the excise officials assured the former that they would 
discuss it with the National Radio Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC) and hopefully the issue would be resolved by next month. 
 
The excise department had already collected Rs1,000 from each vehicle owner at the time of registration. For 300,000 vehicles, the 
excise department had collected more than Rs300 million 
 
Automotive Traders and Importers Association (ATIA) chief coordinator Aijaz Ahmed, who was present in the meeting, told Dawn that 
non-issuance of the number plates had been lingering since 2016 and become a serious problem for car buyers. 
 
Govt planning to introduce biometric system of registration, transfer of vehicles 
 
A senior excise and taxation official told Dawn that vehicles’ number plates with new design had been approved and the backlog issue 
would be ended in March. 
 
He said the biometric system of registration and transfer of vehicles would be introduced at a later stage soon. 
 
Mr Ahmed of ATIA said new number plates with Sindh’s traditional Ajrak’s border on top of it were coming with increased rates of 
Rs1,800 instead of Rs1,000. 
 
The new number plates will have many new features to ensure safety against damage and security. They will have uniquely identified 
laser serial numbers of minimum seven digits. Laser numbers could not be removed from the reflective sheet while the plates would 
be readable in the reflection of light during dark hours. 
 
New system with Nadra’s help 
Mr Ahmed said car dealers/importers gave a number of proposals in the meeting and the excise department had agreed to implement 
them. 
 
About the new biometric system, he said it was discussed that vehicle owners would be able to give a thumb impression to all the 
motor registration authorities for new registration and transfer transactions. Thumb impressions can also be recorded on the mega 
centres, facilitation outlets or e-Sahulat franchises of the National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra). 
 
After acquiring the possession of vehicles, he said the car dealers could also register their thumb impressions as purchaser, which 
would be valid for 60 days (transitory period). 
 
In case of a new registration, a vehicle owner could directly provide registration consent via verifying his thumb impression at any 
Nadra facility/excise office, he added. 
 
In case of sale of any vehicle (already registered) prior to the launch of the biometric verification system, the vehicle would be verified 
with buyers’ fingerprint impression only. 
 
He said that in case of sale of any biometrically verified registered/transferred vehicle, the current vehicle owner would record biometric 
verification individually and the motor dealer licence holder would record a thumb impression of a seller at the time of actualisation of 
the vehicle sale. 
 
He said it was discussed that there should be a link between the excise and taxation department with the local assemblers regarding 
verification of documents of vehicles on a computerised system. 
 
That system might be adopted in future while the auction vehicles should also be linked with a computerised system, he added. 
 
Mr Ahmed said the dealers pointed out that there should be a link with the excise department and the local vehicles’ manufacturers 
regarding verification of documents on a computerised system. 
 
He said the participants of the meeting had agreed with the idea of data sharing, which would provide more transparency and 
consistency in the motor vehicle registration (MVR) operations. 
 
It was highlighted that the existing computer system had become outdated and should be replaced with a new system. 
 
The excise officials told the meeting that a software revamping project was already under initial phases of procurement. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1677229/over-300000-in-sindh-waiting-for-vehicle-number-plates-since-2016
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A dealer of the Indus Motor Company (IMC) said that all the dealers of Toyota had been doing biometric verification of vehicles relating 
to booking and delivery with the help of Nadra for the last two months on their own. 
(By Aamir Shafaat Khan Dawn, 13, 27/02/2022) 
 

Objections on flyover victims’ petition made part of record 
 
The Sindh High Court on the petition of the Qayyumabad Flyover victims, made the objections raised by the Advocate General, part 
of the record. 
 
The Sindh Advocate General, while arguing, made a big revelation during the hearing of the petition. Sindh AG Salman Talib Uddin 
contended that claims of compensation for land worth billions of rupees turned out to be fake. 
 
These lands of Qayyumabad were given at low price and were cancelled in 2001. A deadline was given for additional deposit, but no 
deposit was made. Upon the announcement of the project, the petitioners colluded and deposited the amount in 2005. 
 
The court made the objections of the Sindh government part of the record. The court adjourned the hearing indefinitely due to the 
absence of the petitioner's counsel. 
 
The victim had filed a contempt of court petition against Sindh Chief Secretary, Karachi Commissioner and KDA DG in which it was 
argued that the project of 'Construction Karachi' was started during the Pervez Musharraf regime. The Sindh government paid 
compensation to the other victims. 
 
At the last hearing, Advocate General Sindh had argued that the total cost of the Karachi project was Rs29 billion. Civil Aviation, State 
Bank, Export Bureau and others had to pay the amount. The project worth Rs4 billion was planned by KPT, PSO and SBP. This was 
the project of the federal government, not the provincial government. Revelations came to light in the research by the Sindh chief 
secretary on the construction of Karachi project. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 01/03/2022) 
 

Motorists with ‘AFR’ number plates defy law with impunity 
 
A large number of unregistered vehicles are plying on roads not only in Karachi, but also in other parts of the province, with fake ‘AFR’ 
number plates because of host of reasons ranging from ‘a particular mindset’ to the Sindh government’s ‘lack of seriousness and will’ 
to deal with the problem, officials and sources said on Thursday. 
 
They added that law enforcers faced difficulties when such ‘AFR’ number plate vehicles were found involved in crimes or accidents. 
These vehicles are being driven right under the nose of the police but nothing is being done to stop them. It is primarily the responsibility 
of the Traffic police to take action against such vehicles containing fake number plates but they often turned a blind eye towards the 
gross violation of law. 
 
Sources said that almost all those vehicles having ‘AFR 2021’ or ‘AFR 2022’ number plates are in fact unregistered automobiles, and 
can be categorised as the ones plying on road with ‘fake’ number plates. 
 
Authorities’ non-seriousness, resale profit of newly-registered vehicles termed main reason of traffic rules violation 
 
They said that presently there were hundreds if not thousands of such vehicles in the metropolis running along 4x4s bearing number 
‘AFR 2021’ or ‘AFR 2022’. 
 
A number of them could be seen having green-coloured fake government number plates inscribed with these illegal numbers. 
 
Regular process takes months 
Officials said the Sindh government excise department usually took ‘months’ to deliver an official number plate to an applicant. 
 
However, they added that there was no justification for plying a vehicle with AFR number plate because the moment anyone applies 
for the registration and pays the required fee, he or she is immediately given a licence/registration number. 
 
“This registration number is supposed to be displayed on the front and the back of a vehicle till an official number plate is issued,” an 
official said. 
 
‘Real’ purpose** 
However, apparently the real purpose of driving vehicles with AFR number is that many people do not want to register their vehicle 
as long as they can get away with it because they believed that by doing so, they can delay the registration of their vehicle so at the 
time of selling such a motor vehicle, it technically remains an ‘unregistered’ one, and can be sold at higher prices. 
 
So, even if a vehicle is purchased, say, in year 2020 or 2021, and sold in 2022, and the new buyer gets it registered, it will be taken 
as a ‘2022 registered vehicle’. 
 
The sources said it was an ‘illegal act and a huge fraud’. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1678104/motorists-with-afr-number-plates-defy-law-with-impunity
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They pointed out that during this entire period the government was deprived of not only the one-time registration fee, but also the 
annual motor vehicle tax. 
 
Thus the government was being deprived of ‘millions’ of rupees every year because of that fraud, the sources said. 
 
They added that another important issue was that there was no way to catch such a vehicle if it became involved in a crime, or a road 
accident, especially in a hit-and-run. 
 
Suppose such a car hits another vehicle, and ran away, the complainant cannot do anything about it as the AFR number plate is a 
fake number, and there is no way to identify or trace the vehicle. Thus no FIR can be registered against it. 
 
The sources wondered that at a time when the traffic police were keep talking about various measures like removing tinted films from 
vehicles window glasses, etc, or indulge in booking motorcycle riders for minor road law violations, they were allowing vehicles with 
fake ‘AFR number’ to roam around freely on roads. 
 
Monetary benefit 
DIG-Traffic Karachi Ahmed Yar Chohan admitted that the main reason behind this practice of plying vehicles with AFR number was 
a “particular thinking, or a mindset of people that they could get more money by resale of the vehicle”. 
 
He claimed that these people got ‘psychological satisfaction’ that their vehicle would fetch more money compared to the same model 
registered in earlier years. 
 
He regretted that this particular thinking prevailed not only in Karachi, but also in other parts of Sindh. 
 
He recalled that when he was posted in Qambar district as an SSP, it was reported that 50pc motorbikes lifted by criminals in Qambar 
and Larkana contained ‘AFR’ number plates. 
 
And when he asked the robbery victims, they gave the lame excuse of being ‘poor’ for unable to get their vehicle registered although 
they purchased a brand new motorbike. 
 
The city traffic police chief opined that another reason behind such AFR vehicles was the government’s carelessness. 
 
He suggested that the government, particularly the excise department, should make it mandatory to get a car transferred immediately 
in case of a sale. 
 
He said several vehicles were running on ‘open letter’ and in case of any crime or an accident, the law enforcers faced ‘difficulty’ to 
take culprits to task. 
 
Mandatory registration 
He proposed that legislation should be introduced to make it mandatory for registration of cars within 15 days by showroom owners. 
 
Replying to a question as to why traffic police were not taking action against such vehicles, the DIG claimed that the police from time 
to time took action against such vehicles. 
 
He conceded that when they take action against such vehicles, certain segments of society regrettably approach the police for giving 
them a ‘favour’ by releasing their vehicles. “This is a big problem,” he added. 
 
He opined that police could do ‘fire fighting’ but it was up to the government to curb this practice through legislation or other concrete 
measures. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 04/03/2022) 
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Residents oppose Malir Expressway project at Environmental Impact Assessment hearing 
 

Residents along the 
proposed Malir 
Expressway project 
rejected the provincial 
government plan at a 
public hearing 
organised by the Sindh 

Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(Sepa) to discuss its 
environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) 
report on Wednesday. 
PPP chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari had in 
December 2020 laid 
the foundation stone of 
the Rs27.5 billion and 
39-km-long project that 
would start from KPT 

Interchange, 
Qayyumabad and 
terminate at Karachi-
Hyderabad Motorway 
near Kathore. 

 
The EIA report of the project was prepared by the National Engineering Services Pakistan (Nespak) and the EMC Pakistan, a private 
consultancy firm. 
 
The residents present in the public hearing chanted slogans like “Malir Expressway na manzoor” (Malir expressway unacceptable), 
“Malir ki tabahi na manzoor” (destruction of Malir unacceptable) and “Mahol ki tabahi na manzoor” (destruction of environment 
unacceptable) as official representatives left the meeting without properly addressing to their queries. 
 
Sepa fails to address concerns over damage to climate, ecology; says revision to mitigate damages still under way 
 
Raising serious concerns on the EIA report, they termed the hearing a mere joke and said that it was held just for the sake of 
documentation. 
 
They alleged that the ‘facts’ included in the report were not based on ‘ground realities’. 
 
Social activist and wildlife photographer Salman Baloch claimed that the report presented by Sepa was far from reality. 
 
Referring to the ecological data provided by Sepa that suggested that no species were found in a number that could concern the 
ecology, he said that more than 10 mammal and 12 reptile species were found in the area, including snakes. 
 
The residents said that Section 17(1) of the Sindh Environmental Protection Act 2014 suggests that no construction could be 
commenced unless the proponent had received an EIA report, but the work on more than 15 kilometres of the project had already 
begun. 
 
They alleged that the ground levelling work had been started and the greenbelt was being destroyed. 
 
Responding to the allegations, Malir Expressway project director Niaz Soomro said that no greenbelt was being affected under the 
project, and the machinery at the site was there to remove debris and industrial wastes. 
 
Aadil Ayub, a member of NGO Climate Action Pakistan raised concerns about the climate destruction that would happen due to the 
carpeting of asphalt and use of concrete in the construction. 
 
He said there was a high probability of heatwaves hitting the city due to concrete structure that could affect the overall environment of 
Karachi. 
 
A participant also raised concern whether the project was actually for the people of Karachi or just to support the real estate developers, 
who had constructed societies, including Bahria Town Karachi and DHA City, on the outskirts of the city. 
 
Giving a presentation, EMC environmental engineer Syed Omer Arif said that the 38.75km-long and 30-metre-wide expressway would 
cost Rs27.5bn and would be completed in 30 months. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1679196/residents-oppose-malir-expressway-project-at-environmental-impact-assessment-hearing
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A table showing possible affected structures discussed that earlier it was projected that 366 residential properties, 31 shops and other 
commercial properties, 14 religious structures; including mosques and shrines, three cattle sheds, four tube wells and as many 
government properties, including a cricket ground, would be affected. 
 
“But, Sepa worked to mitigate and cut the damage to eight to 10 residential properties, and the revisions are still being done,” he said. 
The report also mentioned that 900 skilled and non-skilled people would be employed and 50 per cent of the employment would be 
given to the locals. 
 
It maintained that out of 1,000 acres of the required land, only 100-150 acres were private property. 
 
The residents and activists accused Sepa of dishonesty, saying it shared 800-page report and called the meeting in 10 days, that too 
in the English language, which was a barrier for local residents as most of them were not familiar with it. 
 
They also claimed that the website of Sepa was down for 10 days after it uploaded the report on its website to make it public. 
 
The protesting residents presented a 39-page report titled ‘Objections to the EIA for the construction of Malir Expressway’, which was 
acknowledged and signed by Sepa deputy director Imran Sabir. 
(By Usman Malick Dawn, 15, 10/03/2022) 
 

Man, two sons crushed to death by trailer 
 
A man and his two young sons were run over by a trailer on ICI Bridge, police said on Friday. 
 
Docks SHO Pervez Solangi said that Zubair, 50, and his sons — Ubaid, 20, and Noman, 22, — worked as labourer in Agra Taj Colony 
in Lyari. They were heading home in Gulshan-i-Sikanderabad in Keamari on a motorbike when a fast-moving trailer hit their two-
wheeler and crushed them. 
 
The trailer driver managed to escape from the scene leaving behind the vehicle that was impounded by the police for investigation. 
The bodies were shifted to the Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi for legal formalities. 
 
‘Mugger who killed citizen held’ 
Police on Friday claimed to have arrested a suspect in an injured condition after an ‘encounter’ in Ittehad Town. 
 
They said the suspect, identified as Muhammad Tariq, had allegedly gunned down Mahtab Ahmed when he resisted a bid to snatch 
his mobile phone in Ittehad Town on Dec 3, 2021. A police spokesperson said that two suspects were identified with the help of CCTV 
footage and Tariq was arrested following a shoot-out with police. 
 
The suspect along with his several accomplices was said to be involved in several incidents of mugging in the city. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 12/03/2022) 
 

First locally assembled European vehicle launched 
 
Lucky Motor Corporation (LMC) on Saturday officially launched the country’s first locally assembled European vehicle — Peugeot 
2008 SUV — followed by the opening of eight 3S dealerships in six cities. 
 
Peugeot is a French brand of automobiles owned by Stellantis. LMC will assemble various Peugeot models locally and is currently 
exploring opportunities to distribute these by early next year. 
 
At the launch event, LMC CEO Asif Rizvi said the company has invested Rs4 billion in the Peugeot project — including plant, 
machinery and sales network — which led to the creation of 650 jobs. He said LMC is set to change the automotive landscape of 
Pakistan by introducing a European brand. 
 
Sharing details of the newly-launched vehicle, Mr Rizvi said Peugeot 2008 model gives enough power equivalent to 1,800cc and 
delivers at a fuel consumption rate of as high as 15km per litre as compared to 10 km per litre for an 1,800 cc engine. 
 
The e-2008 will be the next model launched, giving customers the freedom to choose between a 100 per cent electric and a thermic 
version, he said. 
 
“12 new entrants have entered under the Auto Development Policy 2016-2021 bringing about 15 brands and 25 new vehicles, thus 
creating a level playing field for the existing and new players,” Mr Rizvi said. 
 
LMC — a subsidiary of Yunus Brother Group — has entered into eight Technical Assistance Agreements with four Korean auto parts 
suppliers for the transfer of technology to Pakistan. 
 
He said that there would be further job creation in the market with the expansion of operations and network of Peugeot. 
 
In a video message, Peugeot CEO Linda Jackson noted that this was the first time a European car was assembled in Pakistan. “We 
are excited to work with Lucky Motors to support employment, localisation and the local automotive industry in the country. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1679463/man-two-sons-crushed-to-death-by-trailer
https://www.dawn.com/news/1679696/first-locally-assembled-european-vehicle-launched
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Internationalisation is a key focus for Peugeot with the B and C segment SUV growth representing a great opportunity for us. This is 
also bolstered by the evolution of the legislation of the country towards electrification which is in line with our strategy,” she said. 
 
“We are excited to embark on this journey in Pakistan with LMC while looking forward to witnessing the growth of both parties in the 
country,” Stellantis COO Middle East and Africa Region Samir Cherfan said in a video message. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 09, 13/03/2022) 
 

1.3m owners waiting for motorbike number plates in Sindh 
 
Over 1.6 million people have been waiting for the number plates of their cars and motorcycles since 2016, said a report submitted to 
provincial ombudsman on Wednesday. 
 
Out of 1.6m number plates, as many as 1.34m were of two-wheelers and around 300,000 of four-wheelers, including commercial and 
non-commercial vehicles. 
 
Sindh Ombudsman Aijaz Ali Khan had on March 8 took suo motu notice over a Dawn’s report about non-issuance of over 300,000 
number plates since 2016 despite payment of requisite fee submitted to the excise and taxation department. 
 
The ombudsman had issued directives to the excise and taxation secretary to submit a comprehensive report through its motor vehicle 
registration director on Wednesday. 
 
Sources said that the ombudsman office had sought from the excise department year-wise details of pending number plates, district-
wise data and what action or policy had been framed by the Sindh government for early issuance of the pending number plates. 
 
It also sought a timeline for clearance of the backlog of the number plates. 
 
On Wednesday, the excise officials filed a reply, but the ombudsman was not satisfied with it since it lacked the district-wise data and 
the policy to clear the backlog. 
(By Aamir Shafaat Khan Dawn, 13, 17/03/2022) 
 

Stadium Road sealed for Alvi’s VVIP visit 
 
Police on Wednesday turned roads adjacent to the National Stadium in to no-go area for the security of President Arif Alvi. 
 
Shops and businesses near the National Stadium flyover were shut from 11am to 1pm for the visit of President Alvi to a private 
hospital. 
 
The abrupt closure of main thoroughfares and businesses without any prior notice created a traffic mess. While the shopkeepers were 
left fuming over loss of business, commuters were caught in a traffic jam in extreme hot weather. 
 
The worst affected were the patients and their attendants visiting the two major private hospitals on the thoroughfare. 
 
Shopkeepers said that on one hand, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government claims to be against VVIP culture and on the other 
hand businesses are being closed in the name of protocol of important personalities which is injustice. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 18/03/2022) 
 

Trees being moved for BRT track 
 
A Sindh government department is relocating about two dozen old banyan and neem trees from MA Jinnah Road to the Burns Garden 
to make way for Green Line Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) track. 
 
Environmental and horticulture experts calling it a faulty process have demanded the Sindh government to immediately stop the 
process and shift the trees in a scientific manner. 
 
The trees on both sides of the roads are being shifted by the staff of the Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Limited (SIDCL). 
Most of the old trees from Gul Plaza to Jamia Cloth Market are being shifted to another location. 
 
"At least 22 trees are being translocated not all seen on this main road," said Shafi Muhammad, the project manager. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, Muhammad said that: "do not misunderstand it. They are not being cut but translocated to a safer 
place." He said that a proper procedure was being followed. 
 
He also claimed that Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was on board in the process of shifting the trees from MA Jinnah Road. 
"The KMC officials are supporting us. They are providing us the technical support too," he added. 
 
Contrary to Muhammad's claim, KMC's Metropolitan Commissioner Afzal Zaidi told The Express Tribune that: "we were not taken on 
board during this particular process." 
 
On the other hand, the experts commented neither the time nor the process was properly adopted for shifting the old indigenous trees. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1680306/13m-owners-waiting-for-motorbike-number-plates-in-sindh
https://www.dawn.com/news/1677229/over-300000-in-sindh-waiting-for-vehicle-number-plates-since-2016
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"This is not the right way to shift them," a 
senior official said on the condition of 
anonymity. "There is a scientific method of 
transplanting," he added, saying the KMC 
should have a machine for it. "The machine is 
not expensive. Karachi is a big city and this 
machine will help the KMC to smoothly 
complete the process," he explained. 
 
Environment expert Afia Salam also 
commented that it was not the right season to 
shift the trees. "The ideal season is winter," 
she added. 
 
Commenting on the shifting of old trees, a 
resident near NJV School, a local resident 
Muhammad Rustam said that he has been 
seeing all these trees since his childhood. 
 
"I cannot stop them. It's state. They can do 
whatever they plan," he added. 
 
Another resident, Mustafa, said that the 
construction for Green Line buses will remove 
all old trees. "I see no tree in this area during 
the hot weather," he said. "This will create hot 

environment in this area," he said. 
 
Muhammad said that his company was well aware of the cutting and shifting of trees. "We have planted over two thousands trees at 
different locations," he claimed, saying more trees will be planted. 
 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 22/03/2022) 
 

New loader vehicles make their place in city 
 
The port city’s streets have seen a significant increase in loader vehicles, including modified motorcycles, rickshaws and Ching-Chis, 
darting through highways and narrow alleys in the last few years. Primarily used for small-scale deliveries across Karachi’s teeming 
business centres, the penetration of these wobbly, overloaded vehicles in mainstream traffic has been seen as a nuisance by the 
city’s commuters. 
 
It is widely believed that these loading vehicles are driven by underage children and are notorious for being negligent of traffic rules, 
which often leads to road accidents, traffic congestion, and chaos on the already chaotic streets of the megacity. While the city 
administration appears reluctant to acknowledge the issues caused by these vehicles, some citizens also sympathise with the drivers 
and acknowledge what these vehicles add in terms of job creation. 
 
Ibrahim Qureshi, a garbage collector who drives a loader rickshaw to scavenge trash from across the city believes that the introduction 
of these vehicles has brought a lot of ease to his sector. “Before these vehicles, we’d rely on pushcarts and donkey carts or rent out 
small pickup trucks if one could afford. But these loader rickshaws, commonly used by garbage pickers, traders and small-business 
owners, have made things a lot easier. They are fast, small and affordable to use, so whoever can get one prefers using it,” said the 
trash collector. 
 
Per Faisal Hassanzai, who is the leader of the local Taxi and Rickshaw Association, these loaders range from 150 to 200 CC in terms 
of horsepower and can cost between Rs200,000 to Rs300,000 depending on the type. “As opposed to popular notion, these are legal 
commercial vehicles registered with the Excise Department, and perfectly capable of transporting goods weighing 500 to 1,000 
kilogrammes,” he told, adding that they have become a reliable source of income for thousands of people in the city. 
 
The problem however remains not with the authenticity of the vehicle itself, but rather its drivers. According to Junaid Ali, who uses a 
loader to transport potable water cans, there has been a sudden upsurge in the number of such vehicles on Karachi’s streets. “They 
are recklessly driven by kids or unskilled drivers. Anyone who knows how to drive a motorcycle can start driving a loader. It’s often 
that these drivers pay no heed to their vehicle’s weight limit or the speed limit on the highway, which leads to accidents,” he opined. 
 
While these vehicles may certainly have helped in creating new jobs, pickup truck drivers, whose vehicles used to be the standard 
option for goods transportation, believe that loaders have now taken their jobs. “The loaders charge 25 to 30 per cent less than pickup 
trucks, so a lot of small-scale business owners prefer hiring them now. This has led to a significant decrease in our work, pushing 
many pickup drivers to use their savings to get a loader instead,” lamented Babar Arif, a local pickup driver. 
 
Addressing the traffic concerns created by these loading vehicles, however, a spokesperson of the Karachi traffic police categorically 
denied all claims regarding constables turning a blind eye to transgressions by loader drivers. “The traffic rules are the same for all 
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commercial vehicles in Karachi. Loaders or any commercial vehicle that violates the law is subject to fines or other legal action,” he 
told The Express Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 30/03/2022) 
 

Charged parking in district Central abolished 
 
The administration of district Central has abolished all charged parking sites in the district except those being run by the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation. 
 
The deputy commissioner-central said the decision was taken to provide relief to the people. He said strict action would be taken 
against those found involved in charging parking fee in the district. 
 
A statement issued here on Thursday said that no parking fees would be collected by the DMC-Central from anywhere, including 
parks, shopping malls and hospitals. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 08/04/2022) 
 

Rs450m project to reconstruct road connecting district Central and East launched 
 
City administrator barrister Murtaza Wahab has said the main artery connecting Central District with East District is being reconstructed 
at a cost of Rs450 million and the 5.5 kilometer road will be completed before June 30. 
 
He said this while addressing the ground-breaking ceremony of the road restoration and reconstruction works from Cafe Pyala Gulberg 
Chowrangi to Rashid Minhas Road UBL Sports Complex on Sunday. 
 
He said that a change would be brought about in the city by working for betterment of the people. 
 
The administrator, who is also provincial government’s spokesman and chief minister’s adviser on law, said that three and a half years 
had passed in chaos, unemployment and inflation, but now everyone had to work together for the development of Pakistan and their 
city. 
 
Administrator Wahab promises completion of work before June 30 
 
He said that Shahra-i-Noor Jahan in district Central would be rebuilt at a cost of Rs1.1 billion and on April 21, he would be laying the 
foundation stone. 
 
He said that water, sewerage and drainage works would be completed before the construction of the road. 
 
Barrister Murtaza Wahab said that Iqbal Park would be constructed in Block-14 Federal B Area for which PC-1 had been prepared 
and funds already allocated and available. 
 
In response to a question from the media, he said that the people of Karachi would decide whether the last four years were good or 
these eight months during his tenure as administrator were better. 
 
The administrator said that 25 parks had been opened in DMC Central after renovation. “No additional resources were used and all 
this was possible only because of hard work, dedication and attention,” he said adding that the journey of improvement was going on 
and would continue. 
 
“For the first time in history, the National Assembly has sent prime minister home using its constitutional powers. Now we expect a 
fair distribution of electricity, gas and resources from the federal government. I hope the federal government will now take an interest 
in the affairs of Sindh and the problems will be resolved,” he added. 
 
He claimed that PTI members did not believe in the Constitution of Pakistan but believed in the constitution of Imran. “That is why, 
they were not ready for the Constitution of Pakistan to be given priority and the decisions of the Supreme Court are implemented,” he 
added. 
 
The administrator said that Mohsin Bhopali underpass in Nazimabad was in very bad condition. 
 
“There is a water leakage; the drainage system is out of order and the system has not been working for the last 16 years,” he added. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 11/04/2022) 
 

The pedestrians’ predicament 
 
‘Development work’ with reference to Karachi is a much bandied about topic. Development, common sense suggests, is to do with 
the improved living conditions of citizens. The detractors of successive governments in Sindh — provincial or local — highlight the 
inadequate facilities or civic amenities available to the people residing in neighbourhoods other than Clifton and Defence. The fact of 
the matter is that the situation on this side of Clifton Bridge (the Defence-Clifton zone) is not rosy either. The rich often find ways to 
skirt around difficulties, but that’s a different story. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1683899/charged-parking-in-district-central-abolished
https://www.dawn.com/news/1684412/rs450m-project-to-reconstruct-road-connecting-district-central-and-east-launched
https://www.dawn.com/news/1684516/the-pedestrians-predicament
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If you happen to be in the Boating Basin area, right where there’s an electronics market next to Clifton Centre known for selling cell 
phones of all shapes and sizes, there’s a pedestrian bridge. It is mostly used by those who commute by public transport and hop on 
to the other side to catch a bus/rickshaw or by those who work in the bustling bazaar (usually shopkeepers and waiters) and have to 
move across the road on a regular basis. 
 
Beggars, whose number increases exponentially in the holy month of Ramazan, and one or two homeless can also be found on the 
deck of the bridge, lying down in a supplicating posture. The tiles put in place when the bridge was constructed are coming off, and 
there’s considerable filth around. Furthermore, an attempt to go up (from the electronics market) and then climb down to Clifton Block 
7 will reveal the precarious condition the overhead bridge is in. 
 
The staircases on both sides need reworking — the sooner, the better. They are wobbly. You try and hold the handrail to balance 
yourself while walking up or coming down, and you’ll immediately sense that they’re not reliable… apart from being dirty. And this 
side, the road that leads to the Submarine Chowrangi underpass, is also a stark example of how Karachiites survive in the city: the 
last flight of stairs doesn’t have a handrail at all; and once you’re down, just a few feet away there’s an open manhole that you must 
steer clear of. The situation gets doubly dangers after dusk, particularly for those whose eyesight is not 20/20. 
 
You can understand there’s a lot on the government’s plate. This is the reason that it has various departments. Whoever is in charge 
of looking after these structures, must initiate a survey of all of the city’s overhead bridges. Keep in mind, this is the holy month of 
Ramazan. People need to go from one place to another without wasting much time and without putting their lives in any kind of danger. 
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 13, 12/04/2022) 
 

Over four million vehicles await number plates in Sindh, ombudsman told 
 
Over four million number plates of cars and motorcycles have been pending in Sindh, officials told Sindh ombudsman. 
 
Sources said the excise department officials had informed the ombudsman during a recent hearing that 4.364m number plates of 
motorbikes had been pending in Sindh. 
 
The backlog of four-wheelers (commercial and non-commercial) number plates is 308,963, they said. 
 
The same excise official had told the ombudsman on March 8 that the number of motorbikes and cars without official number plates 
in Sindh was 1.34m and 297,000, respectively. 
 
The ombudsman had asked the excise department officials to come up with district-wise details and their plans to clear the huge 
backlog. 
 
The sources said the excise department informed the ombudsman office that due to limited resources, the department could only 
cater to 53,000 number plates of four-wheelers and 207,000 for two-wheelers per annum. Funds for mobilisation of number plates 
had not been released by the finance department, they said. 
 
On policy framework, the excise department said it was planned and decided at a recent cabinet meeting to raise the available funds 
to Rs1.17 billion in order to meet the requirements and end the backlog. 
 
The department said the matter was pending with the finance department and as and when the payment was received, the production 
of number plates shall be started. 
 
It may be recalled here the owners of motorbikes and cars have been waiting for number plates since 2016. 
(By Aamir Shafaat Khan Dawn, 13, 14/04/2022) 
 

Vehicles in Sindh to get number plates with new security features 
 
The Sindh government on Thursday started issuing the retro-reflective number plates of vehicles with new security feature. 
 
Sindh Excise, Taxation and Narcotics Control Minister Mukesh Kumar Chawla handed over number plates to some car owners at a 
programme held at the motor registration wing at Civic Centre. 
 
He said the new number plates got several security features, aluminium sheets and bar code. 
 
He said the number could easily be read even during night-time. 
 
The minister said it was not possible to forge the new number plates or make a duplicate of them. 
 
He said that soon the traffic police would be able to get all details of vehicles by just scanning the number plates and it would become 
easier to catch stolen vehicles on roads. 
 
Mr Chawla said in the first phase, the new number plates would be given upon registration of new vehicles. 
 
“Efforts are being made to issue new number plates to as many vehicles as possible within a year,” he said. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1684848/over-four-million-vehicles-await-number-plates-in-sindh-ombudsman-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1685002/vehicles-in-sindh-to-get-number-plates-with-new-security-features
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The minister, however, made no firm commitment to end the backlog of number plates of hundreds of thousands of vehicles in the 
province. 
 
Recently, the Sindh ombudsman was informed by excise officials that 4.364 million number plates of cars and motorcycles had been 
pending in Sindh. 
 
The officials said that the backlog of four-wheelers (commercial and non-commercial) number plates was 308,963. The excise 
department had already collected Rs1,000 from each vehicle owner at the time of registration. 
 
The excise department informed the ombudsman office that due to limited resources, the department could only cater to 53,000 
number plates of four-wheelers and 207,000 of two-wheelers in one year. 
(By Aamir Shafaat Khan Dawn, 13, 15/04/2022) 
 

llegal bazaars hamper city traffic 
 
Close to the month of Ramazan it is common to see roadside bazaars, full of street hawkers and pushcarts, propping up on almost 
every other sidewalk in the city. 
 
While these bazaars that offer a budget alternative to the public are known to experience heavy footfall throughout the month, they 
have also become a source of nuisance for the city’s pedestrians and cause severe traffic congestion along the busiest highways. It 
is believed that many such roadside businesses in Karachi have been set up without permission from relevant authorities and qualify 
for encroachment. 
 
The Sindh government has disclosed that there is a district administration-led operation underway to remove all such encroachments 
from the city’s streets, that have shot up during the holy month. 
 
However, the city’s population appears to have conflicting views on the matter. While some think that these stalls should be removed 
immediately to improve the megacity’s traffic situation, others see them as a means of livelihood for thousands of people and believe 
they should not be disrupted during the holy month. 
 
Muhammad Nasir, who is a local welfare worker, is of the opinion that the last two years under the pandemic had been particularly 
difficult for many working-class people and small-scale traders, who had been hit with severe economic crisis due to loss of business. 
“This is the first time in two years that people are experiencing a return of business. 
 
At the same time, the public is also keener to throng these bazaars now that there aren’t any coronavirus restrictions. Owing to this, 
wherever such bazaars are set up, the area experiences a degree of traffic congestion,” he explained. 
 
On the other hand, Muhammad Saleem, who is a resident of the city, believes that such illegal markets, that have been widely set up 
in areas like Kharadar, Ranchhor Line, Jama Cloth, Saddar, MA Jinnah Road, Jahangir Road, Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, and 
Karimabad, are operated with some kind of mafia backing which has allowed them to remain in business despite government orders 
to uproot them. 
 
“Karachi’s streets are riddled with such encroachments, which make it very difficult for people to commute during the month of 
Ramazan. Oftentimes, there is so much traffic that citizens are forced to break their fast on the road,” he complained. Asim, who is a 
vendor at one such roadside bazaar in Liaquatabad, alleged that although the stalls are considered illegal by the government, they 
have been allowed to operate after greasing the palms of government officials. 
 
“Officials at various government institutions receive bribe money from stall owners, peddlers, and hawkers at every bazaar through 
their henchmen. Money collected from a roadside vendor ranges from Rs250 to Rs400. No roadside shop or stall can be erected 
without the alleged permission of these government agencies,” he claimed. 
 
When probed regarding the matter, a spokesperson of the local traffic police said that they are collaborating with the district 
administration to remove all stalls deemed as encroachment from the city’s streets and sidewalks. Addressing the situation, Sindh 
Chief Minister’s Advisor Waqar Mehdi maintained that part of the traffic congestion is due to citizens freely shopping for Eidul Fitr, 
which had been a hampered activity during the past two years. 
 
“However, the district administration is taking action to eliminate encroachments in the city. We take action whenever a complaint is 
received. Our goal is to keep the business going in the city and at the same time maintain the flow of traffic,” he told The Express 
Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 18/04/2022) 
 

Green Line time extended for Eid shoppers 
 
The timing of the Green Line bus service has been extended for two hours considering the expected shopping rush ahead of Eidul 
Fitr. 
 
The 80 buses, with 40 moving from Numaish to Abdullah Chowk in Surjani Town and 40 moving the other way around from 7am till 
10pm at three-minute intervals, will now be operational from 7am till 11.30pm from Abdullah Chowk to Numaish and from 7am till 
12.30am (after midnight) from Numaish to Abdullah Chowk. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1685794/green-line-time-extended-for-eid-shoppers
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“We decided to extend the timings of the bus operations by another couple of hours keeping in mind that there are several shopping 
centres and malls along the Green Line route where passengers would like to stop over for their Eid shopping after iftar and even after 
the Taraveeh prayers,” Abdul Aziz, the senior manager, Bus Operation and Intelligence Transport System of the Sindh Infrastructure 
Development Company Ltd, informed Dawn on Tuesday. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 20/04/2022) 
 

M-6 to be completed under CPEC, says CS 
 
The Sindh Chief Secretary, Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput held and important meeting at the Sindh Secretariat and discussed 
Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway. 
 
The meeting was attended by Secretary General Administration, Muhammad Hanif Channa and Secretary Implementation and 
Coordination, Riaz Hussain Soomro. Deputy commissioners including commissioners of Hyderabad, Shaheed Benazirabad and 
Sukkur attended the meeting through video link. 
 
Speaking during the meeting Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput said that 306-km Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway would be constructed under 
CPEC and this six-lane M-6 Motorway would pass through Jamshoro, Hyderabad, Matiari, Shaheed Benazirabad, Nowshero Feroze, 
Khairpur and Sukkur districts. He added that a bridge would also be built on the M-6 at the Indus River between Jamshoro and 
Hyderabad. 
 
The Sindh chief secretary further said that M-6 is a very important project. The federal and provincial governments are paying close 
attention to it. 
 
During the meeting, officials of irrigation department informed that a study is being carried out for the bridge and the NHA will be 
notified about it soon. 
 
The Sindh chief secretary directed all the deputy commissioners concerned to complete the acquisition of land for the Motorway by 
July. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 20/04/2022) 
 

Busses for Karachi leave Chinese port 
 
A ship carrying busses for Sindh government's public transport project lifted anchor from a port of China. The ship carrying first 50 
buses is expected to drop anchor at Karachi Port within two weeks, while another vessel hauling 71 busses is scheduled to dock here 
in the next three weeks, said Sindh Transport Minister Syed Awais Qadir Shah. 
 
The diesel hybrid buses will cover over 15 different routes in the six districts of Karachi. 
 
The transport department said that total 240 buses have been allocated for Karachi city while 10 buses will be for Larkana city to 
overcome the public transport issues of Sindh's major cities. Shah said that last year, the department pledged to launch 250 diesel-
electric hybrid buses on six different routes in the city from January 2022 but the delay occurred due to lockdowns. 
 
It has also planned to further facilitate the citizens of other major cities of the province with improved public transport system by 
providing buses with the latest technology. 
 
The minister said that keeping in view the rising demand for public transport in the port city, as many as 240 out of 250 buses will run 
in the city. Route chart The transport experts have designated six routes in the city. Route 1 will cover a distance of 29.5km from 
Model Colony to Merewether Tower via Malir Halt, Colony Gate, Natha Khan Bridge, Drigh Road Station, PAF Base Faisal, Laal Kothi, 
Karsaz, Nursery, FTC, Regent Plaza, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, Cantt Station, Metropole, Regal Chowk and Aram Bagh. 
Route 2 will cover a distance of 32.9 km from North Karachi to Indus Hospital via Nagan Chowrangi, Shafiq Morr, Sohrab Goth, 
Gulshan Chowrangi, NIPA, Johar Morr, COD, Drigh Road Station, Colony Gate, Shah Faisal Colony, Singer Chowrangi and Landhi. 
 
Route 3 will cover a distance of 33 km from Nagan Chowrangi to Singer Chowrangi via Anda Morr, North Nazimabad Town, KDA 
Chowrangi, Nazimabad Town, Liaquatabad 10, Essa Nagri, Civic Centre, National Stadium, Karsaz, Nursery, FTC, Korangi Road, 
KPT Interchange and Shan Chowrangi. Route 4 will run from Mosamiyat to Dock Yard, passing through Gulzaree-Hijri, Motorway M-
9, AlAsif Square, Ayesha Manzil, Federal B Area, Liaquatabad No 10, Lalu Khait, Guru Mandir, Society Chowrangi, Empress Market, 
Sindh High Court, Arts Council, I.I. Chundrigar Road and Merewether Tower. 
 
Route 5 will start from Surjani Town to Masroor, covering New Karachi, Shafiq Morr, KMDC, Ziauddin Chowrangi, KDA Chowrangi, 
Musa Colony, Mangophir, SITE Area and Gulbai. Route 6 is from Gulshane-Bihar, Orangi Town to Singer Chowrangi, via Banaras, 
Paposh Nagar, SITE Area, Golimar, Garden, PIB Colony, Jail Chowangi, Bahadurabad, Baloch Colony, Mehmoodabad, Manzoor 
Colony, DHA Phase-1, KPT Interchange and Shan Chowrangi. Buses in Larkana will cover stops from Larkana Bus Terminal to 
Larkana Junction, covering areas like Indus Highway, 7 Naka Bridge, Gharib Nagar, Naudero Chowk, Shahi Bazaar, Ansari Mohalla 
and Station Road. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 21/04/2022) 
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Work to construct Malir Expressway in full swing, Sindh CM told 
 
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday directed the local government department to complete a portion of 39-km-long 
Malir Expressway up to Quaidabad in the next eight months. 
 
The chief minister chaired a meeting to review the pace of work on the expressway project. 
 
He was informed that construction work on the Malir Expressway was in full swing and so far 15-km earth work right from Jam Sadiq 
Bridge to Quaidabad had been completed, but there were some land issues, which needed to be resolved. 
 
The provincial government had envisaged a plan to construct an expressway on the Malir river to facilitate thousands of commuters 
and heavy traffic of Karachi Port, Korangi Industrial Area, Landhi Industrial Area, Steel Mills, Port Qasim and other such areas towards 
upcountry through the National and Superhighways. 
 
The project includes the development of 38.75 kilometres 3x3 lane expressway with controlled access along the Malir river starting 
from Korangi Creek Avenue (DHA) and ending at Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway (M-9) near Kathore via the existing Link Road. 
 
The proposed expressway will provide speedy access to main housing schemes along the route, reducing the commuting time from 
Korangi Creek Avenue (DHA) to Superhighway (M-9) to only 25 minutes. The Expressway will have six interchanges. 
 
The progress concerning construction activities including clearing and grubbing on the main alignment and construction of temporary 
service roads for the movement of construction equipment inside the river bed is in full swing. 
 
The meeting was informed that there were some land issues as some parts of the land were owned by private persons and some 
parts belonged to the Pakistan Air Force. 
 
The chief minister directed the chief secretary to talk to the authorities concerned so that work on the project might continue 
unhindered. 
 
He also directed the city police chief to set up a police picket at the site of the Malir Expressway for security of labourers and machinery 
mobilised there. 
 
The chief minister directed the local government department to keep visiting the work going on the expressway so that its portion up 
to Quaidabad could be completed within the next eight months. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 14, 21/04/2022) 
 

Sepa grants EIA approval for controversial Malir Expressway 
 

The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) 
has granted approval to the controversial Malir 
Expressway project — the multi-billion rupee 
venture already under construction for over a year 
now — without taking into account genuine 
concerns of area residents and experts over the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) report, it 
emerged on Sunday. 
 
The affected residents and experts term the EIA 
approval by Sepa nothing but a mockery of the 
Sindh Environmental Protection Act 2014, as its 
Section 17 (1) reads: “No proponent of a project 
shall commence construction or operation unless he 
has filed with the Agency an IEE [initial 
environmental examination] or EIA, & has obtained 
from the agency approval in respect thereof.” 
 
According to sources, work on the project was 

initiated soon after its inauguration by Pakistan Peoples Party chairperson Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari in December 2020 and so far earth 
work on the 15-km-long portion right from Jam Sadiq Bridge to Quaidabad had been completed. 
 
Developed under a public-private partnership, the project will link the city’s affluent areas with the newer gated societies emerging on 
the city’s outskirts. 
 
It includes the development of 38.75 kilometres 3x3 lane expressway with controlled access along the Malir river starting from Korangi 
Creek Avenue (DHA) and ending at Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway (M-9) near Kathore via the existing Link Road. 
 
Report doesn’t carry signature of Sepa chief; residents term approval mockery of environmental protection act 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1685991/work-to-construct-malir-expressway-in-full-swing-sindh-cm-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1686653/sepa-grants-eia-approval-for-controversial-malir-expressway
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“Upon completion, the travelling time from Karachi-Hyderabad motorway, M-9, to KPT interchange on the main Korangi Road will be 
reduced to only 30 minutes,” says the project’ EIA report. 
 
It claims the motorway will cause least environmental and social damages due to lesser travel distance and time and limited land 
acquisition and resettlement issues. It will also provide a natural bund (due to embankments) in the seasonal urban floods in heavy 
monsoon rains, it adds. 
 
‘A recipe for disaster’ 
However, local residents look at the project planned on the right side of the Malir river as a recipe for disaster. 
 
They think that it would lead to demolition of old villages, deprive people of their homes, agricultural land and destroy heritage and 
religious sites as well as biodiversity of the area, currently home to many several species of flora and fauna. 
 
Some experts also fear that the project would ruin extensive fertile land in Malir, which is one of the few remaining green agricultural 
belts amid urban sprawl, providing fruits and vegetables and playing the role of the city’s oxygen hub. 
 
They also apprehend that the project may increase the risk of urban flooding. 
 
Disregard for people 
Apart from its environmental significance, the district also attracts official attention, albeit only during the elections season. It’s one of 
the few areas that have remained a stronghold of the PPP for decades but has hardly seen any serious steps for human development 
and civic infrastructure. 
 
“This public attitude to an extent provides insights into the party’s continued reign over the province as well as explains why the 
government completely ignored its constituents in this important initiative despite their demonstrations,” a local activist said on the 
condition of anonymity. 
 
Local residents, he believed, had a good opportunity to get their reservations addressed ahead of by-elections on a provincial 
assembly seat held last year. But, they lost it. 
 
Sources said one of the key problems with the project was that the government did not take the local population on board before and 
after its launch. 
 
“There were no government assurances over the project. The majority of the local communities in Malir’s rural areas live in abject 
poverty with little or no education and are in no position to launch a movement against the project,” said activist Salman Baloch 
representing the Indigenous Rights Alliance (IRA). 
 
Local communities lived on both sides of the Malir river and would be gravely affected by the project, he added. 
 
People, the sources said, finally got an opportunity to be officially heard when Sepa organised a public hearing last month on March 
9, almost over a year after the launch of the project’s construction. The event held in the absence of the director general aimed at 
getting people’s feedback on the venture’s EIA report. 
 
The event saw strong opposition over the project to such an extent that Sepa officials decided to call off the hearing abruptly. In the 
same meeting, some attendees produced videos showing the project’s construction and a government official reportedly conceded 
that construction on the 15-km long strip of the project had been initiated without first getting approval from the environmental 
watchdog. 
 
Lack of independent assessments 
An important highlight of the hearing, the sources said, was submission of a comprehensive document containing reservations on the 
Malir Expressway to Sepa. 
 
The document was signed by six organisations — Climate Action Pakistan, Green Pakistan Coalition, Pakistan Maholiati Tahaffuz 
Movement, Karachi Bachao Tehreek, Indigenous Rights Alliance and Women Development Front. 
 
The document challenged the EIA report on multiple grounds and raised a long list of objections, two of which pertained to incorrect 
data on groundwater resources and ecological assets. 
 
The report, according to the document, doesn’t include the project’s significance impact on the local population, information about 
heritage sites and fails to investigate alternate methods to achieve stated goals with minimum environmental and social impact. 
 
It also says that some 210 permanent houses with 1,500 residents and 49 temporary structures would be demolished for the project, 
whereas 6,635 acres of private agricultural land would be acquired. 
 
The sources said Sepa did not reply to these concerns, committing another violation of its law. 
 
“All comments received under sub-sections (1) and (2) shall be duly considered by the Agency while reviewing the environmental 
impact assessment or strategic impact assessment, and decision or action taken thereon shall be communicated to the persons who 
have furnished the said comments,” says Sub-Section (3) of Section 31 of the Act. 
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The sources said the wide disparity in the EIA report and the document should have guided Sepa to engage other organisations in 
the EIA process. 
 
Key concerns addressed, claims Sepa chief 
When contacted, Sepa director general Naeem Ahmed Mughal claimed that the original alignment of the project had been modified 
and all major concerns to the project had been addressed after the public hearing. 
 
“Now, the private land required for the project has been reduced from 130 to 140 acres to eight to 10 acres. Only eight to 10 houses 
would be affected and there is no library, historical or religious site located on its way. 
 
“There are no trees on the way, only some wild vegetation, and there is no threat to wildlife species. Anyone who is affected will be 
compensated by the project proponent [Malir Expressway Limited],” he said, adding that he personally visited the whole site and found 
no evidence of any activity that could be described as construction work. 
 
Asked about the document submitted to Sepa, he said the hearing’s purpose was to listen and record public response to the report 
and that was fulfilled. 
 
“We have given approval subject to a long list of tough measures that the proponent needs to implement. Our department will be 
monitoring the work and withdraw the approval, if found any violations,” the chief of Sepa explained. 
 
He said that the project being built on the bank of the Malir river didn’t pose flooding risk in monsoon. “It will, in fact, strengthen its 
embankments.” 
 
The director general agreed with the suggestion that “people truly representing the communities should be taken on board on these 
developments”. 
 
EIA approval not signed by DG 
Asked about why the project’s approval is signed by the deputy director and not him, he said the entire process was under his 
supervision and there was nothing wrong in this action. 
 
Contesting this argument, senior environmental lawyer Zubair Ahmed Abro said an official grant of approval was required to be signed 
by the director general. 
 
In this respect, he cited the order of an environmental tribunal in the Seaview commercialisation case. 
 
“The court clearly stated that approval is an appealable order and needs to be signed by the director general himself,” he said, 
describing deputy director’s sign on the approval as violation of the law. 
 
The environmental watchdog, Mr Abro said, was also required under the law to set up advisory committees having representation 
from different sectors for evaluation of EIA reports. 
 
The continued absence of these committees, he said, amounted to repeated violation of the Act that Sepa was supposed to implement. 
 
“The Supreme Court has held that constituting advisory committees is a mandatory duty on the provincial government under the 
environmental law and failure to constitute the said committees would be a violation of a statutory duty and provide grounds for striking 
down an EIA,” he said. 
 
The sources said it’s not the first time that Sepa had granted approval to an under-construction project and that the body needed a 
thorough professional review in order to make the whole EIA process credible. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 25/04/2022) 
 

Malir Expressway concerns 
 
THE Sindh Environmental Protection Agency’s approval for the controversial Malir Expressway in Karachi makes a mockery of due 
process. Nothing is being gained by providing a quasi-legal cover to an ill-advised development project. In fact, the decision is unfair 
on people living near the expressway site as well as the environment. The approval comes a year after construction began, in 
pursuance of the chief minister’s instructions to local government authorities to complete the 15-kilometre-long portion up to the city’s 
Quaidabad area by the end of this year. The total cost of the project — which will link posh residential areas on the outskirts of Karachi 
to the Karachi-Hyderabad motorway and the main city — is estimated to be a massive Rs27.5bn. 
 
However, the project has been launched without the input of local stakeholders, leading to questions raised by local residents and 
activists regarding the fallout of the controversial project. In fact, the Sindh government plans to acquire more land for the construction 
of the highway, which is sure to adversely affect both residential areas and fertile agricultural land in Malir. Reportedly, around 24 pre-
partition villages, including fishing villages dating back to 1914, and over 2,300 acres of farmland could be destroyed during 
construction. This agricultural strip is said to be one of the few surviving green belts in Karachi, supplying most of the city’s fruit and 
vegetables. Meanwhile, environmental activists claim that between 1,800 and 1,900 plants and trees, 176 species of birds and 73 
butterfly species among other wildlife, would also be affected by the building of the expressway. The provincial authorities would be 
well advised not to disregard the concerns of citizens lest they want the project to meet the fate of the Ravi Riverfront initiative in 
Lahore that was struck down by the courts. Instead, the Sindh authorities should ask themselves whether earlier projects — particularly 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1686886/malir-expressway-concerns
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the Lyari Expressway which uprooted nearly 77,000 families, most of whom still await the promised compensation — were able to 
serve the intended purpose. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 26/04/2022) 
 

Malir Expressway gets SEPA’s nod 
 
Sindh Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Coastal Development Ismail Rahu while expressing satisfaction over all the 
steps and procedures of environmental clearance given to Malir Expressway by Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), said 
that in order to maintain the continuity of development in the province, it is important to ensure sustainable development while meeting 
all environmental requirements. 
 
The environment minister, in his office on Friday, received a detailed briefing from SEPA Director General Naeem Ahmed Mughal on 
all the stages of review and scrutiny of the said project. Additional Chief Secretary Muhammad Hassan Iqbal was also present on the 
occasion. 
 
DG SEPA, in his detailed presentation to the minister, said that during the construction of the said project, water requirement would 
be met by procuring tankers and not from local water. However, after the construction of the project, the daily load of about 19,000 to 
33,000 vehicles on the main roads will be shifted to the newly constructed road, which will significantly improve the overall traffic flow 
situation. 
 
He told Ismail Rahu that a total of eight houses would be affected during the construction of the project and there will be no damage 
to any other existing structures. He said that all the relevant departments, including Revenue, Social Welfare, Fisheries, Local 
Government, Health, Culture, Agriculture, and Works and Services, have been consulted during the review of the EIA report of the 
project. 
 
Apart from these, necessary consultations were also held with Iqra University, PNS Mehran Naval Provost, Faisal Air Base, NTDC, 
SSGC, Wildlife, Malir Bandh Division, KWSB and PDMA. 
 
The project was submitted to the EIA SEPA office on March 9, 2022, the DG SEPA said. The site was visited on March 24 while the 
plan was approved on April 6, 2022, after convening a review meeting of the committee of experts on April 1. 
 
The minister appreciated the performance of SEPA in completing all the stages of approval and urged them to work diligently, while 
ensuring protection of environment and conservation of natural resources for sustainable development in the province. 
 
DG SEPA, in his detailed presentation on the thread-bare analysis of the approval process of the subject project, informed the minister 
that contrary to prevailing assumptions, the water needs of the project during its construction phase will not be served by curtailing a 
single drop of a local water share. "The main reliance for its water supply shall be on tanker service." 
 
The referred project bears a cost of Rs27.5 billion and its approximate length is 38.75 kilometers. It will be completed in 30 months, 
as mentioned in its EIA report. 
 
Ismail Rahu said that the Sindh government has decided to launch an awareness campaign among locals about increasing 
temperatures and the heatwave across Sindh, including Karachi. "Citizens should not go out unnecessarily in the afternoon. Heat can 
damage your health." 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 30/04/2022) 
 

Small electric cars ready to take market by storm 
 
The people in this country are on edge following the recent rise in the cost of fuel. And amid fears of further rise in fuel prices they are 
looking at all kinds of transportation alternatives. With a shortage of CNG anyway, the only option left for those wanting to own their 
own cars is the electric vehicle or EV. 
 
EV sales are picking up all over the world now, and with several charging stations coming up at the petrol and CNG stations in 
Pakistan, too, the trend seems to be picking up here as well. But most electric vehicles, such as the Tesla, Audi, MG, BMW, etc, are 
high end or very expensive. 
 
Still good things also come in small sizes. There is also the little Rinco Aria. A small car imported and distributed in Pakistan by Nayyer 
Motor Company. Available here for Rs2.4 million, the car is designed and engineered in the USA but assembled for Asia in China. 
 
On the surface, the Rinco Aria looks like any other small ordinary sedan. It is a little bigger than the Suzuki Alto but around the same 
size as the Cultus or the Wagon R, which it can be better compared with because of its higher roof and nice roomy interior. Like any 
other regular car, it has the big halogen lights, 13-inch alloy rim tyres, power steering, parking sensors, rear camera, power windows, 
seatbelts and central locking. But you are in for a jolt when you open its hood or bonnet. Where is the engine? 
 
PM urged to waive 10pc import duty to lower cost of cars 
 
Well, this is not your usual car. The Rinco Aria has a lithium iron phosphate battery that is fixed under the car. When fully charged it 
does 200km in the economy or ‘eco mode’ where it won’t move at over 60km an hour, which is ideal for our city roads, and around 
130km in the ‘sports mode’ at a higher speed. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1692131/small-electric-cars-ready-to-take-market-by-storm
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The electronic display shows a battery just like the one in your smartphone display, telling you how much battery you have used and 
when to plug in the car for charging. You may plug it into a 2,300 unit outlet to charge it in five to six hours. And the pickup and 
acceleration of the Rinco Aria matches any 1,800CC car. 
 
Of course, nothing lasts forever. The lithium iron phosphate battery has an approximate eight years of battery life. A new battery’s 
current cost is around US$1,600. But when compared to a normal car’s monthly fuel cost, which may be around Rs3,500 to 40,000 
including oil change and filter change costs of Rs5,000 to Rs7,000, this car runs on Rs2 or 3 per km. 
 
It has no such engine maintenance, no gears, too. Like all EVs, this car, too, has an automatic transmission system. You may only 
need to service its air conditioner filter once a year. There is a three-year warranty for all its parts and electricals, which will also remain 
available with its importers Nayyer Motor Company. 
 
A lover, collector and restorer of vintage and classic cars, the importer of Rinco Aria, Razi Nayyer told Dawn that he had initially 
imported 20 vehicles to test the market here. Now with all those having been sold rather quickly, he has ordered 80 more. It is available 
in seven colours along with the dual tone options of another colour roof and pillars. 
 
“There is a huge need for electric vehicles now,” said Nayyer. “The skyrocketing of fuel prices was always expected and not just here 
but all over the world. That is why there has been much research carried out for alternatives in the West, especially in the US. My 
objective, my drive, to introduce this little family car in Pakistan was not to make money but to serve the people of this country,” he 
said. 
 
He added that the vehicle costs Rs2,400,000 at the moment because of the 10 per cent import duty of Rs455,000 slapped on it by 
the previous government. 
 
“I appeal to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to waive this duty as it will automatically lower the cost of the car to make it more affordable 
for the masses. Also, since it is not a luxury car but just four wheels for the common man, please also allow its import into Pakistan. 
It will only help the economy because we are spending so much of our foreign exchange on fuel,” he pointed out. 
 
He added: “The fuel you may run out of, sooner or later, but electricity you will always have because if nothing else there is the bright 
sun shining over your head to ensure that. There is also wind and water to generate electricity from so the future is electric and the 
future is here.” 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 30/04/2022) 
 

Malir Expressway to be completed in 30 months, minister told 
 
Sindh Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Coastal Development Muhammad Ismail Rahu has expressed satisfaction over 
approval of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the Malir Expressway project on Friday. 
 
During a briefing on the project in his office on Friday, Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) Director General Naeem Ahmed 
Mughal presented a detailed analysis of the approval process of the 39-km long expressway being built at a cost of Rs27.5bn, 
scheduled to be completed in 30 months. 
 
He informed the minister that contrary to the prevailing assumptions, the water needs of the project would not be curtailed and the 
main supplies during its construction would be met through tanker service. 
 
The project, he said, would alleviate traffic congestion on the existing urban road network as a significant number of vehicles would 
use the expressway. 
 
The minister was informed that all secondary stakeholders were consulted before approving the EIA of the project, including the 
departments of revenue, local government, irrigation, works and services, culture and antiquity besides Iqra University, Pakistan Air 
Force, Pakistan Navy, the Sui Southern Gas Corporation and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. 
 
“Only eight to 10 houses, including some huts, would be affected by the project while there will be impact on installations. A public 
hearing was conducted on March 9 followed by a site visit on March 24 and a meeting of the expert committee on April 1 in this 
regard,” the director general said. 
 
Mr Rahu appreciated the performance of Sepa, while directing officials to continue work with the same dedication. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 01/05/2022) 
 

Nonfunctional signals hit swift flow of city’s traffic 
 
Karachi’s traffic situation has increasingly deteriorated in the past few years. This is partly due to the influx of motor vehicles and lack 
of efficient public transport, however, mismanagement of traffic by the local traffic department is another pertinent issue in the 
megacity. 
 
Reports suggest that most traffic signals on the city’s major highways, which are meant to be controlled and regulated by the traffic 
police, have been out of service for the past many years. Sources allege that there is no operational issue with the traffic signal 
systems, and it is rather the traffic police that have deliberately shut them down. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1687595/malir-expressway-to-be-completed-in-30-months-minister-told
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Owing to this, the port city has been experiencing severe traffic jams, especially during peak traffic hours. Sources privy to the matter 
allege that the deliberate closure of traffic signals is an age-old issue in the megacity and has something to do with the lack of local 
recruitment in the traffic police. 
 
“At present, there are very few people belonging to Karachi in the local traffic police force. During the past 14 years of the Pakistan 
People’s Party government, most of the recruitments in the department have been from other parts of Sindh, who are then transferred 
to the Karachi traffic police. 
 
These recruits, mostly being from rural sectors, have no training in managing traffic in an urban metropolis like Karachi and do not 
understand the needs of the traffic system here,” the source explained. Speaking in this regard, an official of the Traffic Engineering 
Bureau said on condition of anonymity that there is no concept of a traffic signal in interior parts of Sindh. 
 
“In the last financial budget, it was planned to install traffic signals in many cities of Sindh with the help of the Traffic Engineering 
Bureau. However, only a few signals were installed. The Sindh government closed the project saying that the usefulness of traffic 
signals was not visible. This explains why traffic police officials who are transferred from interior Sindh do not realise the importance 
of a traffic signal and try to manage the flow of traffic manually instead,” he told, adding that the Karachi traffic police force needs to 
hire more locals for the department to perform better. 
 
On the other hand, however, Traffic Police South District SP Ghulam Nabi Kerio believes that local recruits from Karachi do not work 
as diligently as hires from interior Sindh, and are only concerned with completing their mandatory hours. 
 
“There is a shortage of manpower in the traffic police and the recruitment process was affected due to Covid-19 in the past two years, 
so people from interior Sindh have been transferred and brought here,” he added, justifying the influx of officials from interior Sindh in 
the local force. 
 
Addressing the closure of traffic signals SP Ghulam Nabi Kerio said that signals are mostly nonfunctional, “usually the flow of traffic 
increases to one side so the traffic police are forced to operate manually and the traffic signals are often blocked due to the frequent 
VVIP movements that happen in the city.” 
 
Experts believe that the closure of traffic signals over a prolonged period has instilled a sense of lawlessness in citizens, in regard to 
traffic rules. So even when traffic signals are operational, it is seen that most Karachiites have grown to disregard them, which can 
lead to dangerous outcomes. An official of the Traffic Engineering Bureau said on condition of anonymity that his department has 113 
signals in the city, and nearly all of them are in working condition. 
 
“In some places, signals are temporarily closed due to construction work being conducted by K- electric and other companies. 
However, the signals are functional on most of the city’s highways, especially in the southern district,” he told. The official further 
stated that the main problem regarding traffic management at present is the traffic signals installed on the main highways of the city 
which have been closed by the traffic police for a long time. 
 
“The installation and maintenance of traffic signals is the responsibility of the traffic engineering but its control system is with the traffic 
police who open and close the traffic signals daily through switches. The traffic engineering bureau has sent several letters to the 
traffic police that these signals are working under the Urban Traffic Control (UTC) in which the timing is set according to the movement 
of traffic so traffic should be controlled through signals instead of manual control,” the official informed 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 06/05/2022) 
 

Almost finished structure of Orange Line in Karachi awaits buses, ticketing system 
 
After more than five years of ground-breaking of Orange Line bus rapid transit service (BRTS) in 2016, the Sindh government on 
Friday announced completion of its structure, but added that the service would still take more time to start as supply of 20 buses to 
ply on the 3.8 kilometres route and an automated ticketing system from the Centre were still awaited. 
 
The fresh development emerged during a meeting chaired by Sindh Information and Transport Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon on 
BRTS projects in which he was briefed about the status of the two schemes — Orange Line and Red Line. 
 
“The construction and civil work on Orange Line project is almost 98 per cent completed,” said a statement issued after the meeting. 
The minister, the statement said, directed the officials concerned to fix all issues and make the project 100 per cent ready within a 
month. 
 
Transport minister orders making project ready within a month 
 
“I want this civil work and remaining construction issues fixed within a month,” the statement quoted Mr Memon as saying. 
 
“Hundreds of thousands of residents of Orangi Town and adjoining areas will benefit from this project. There shall be a better 
coordination between the provincial transport department and the SIDCL [Sindh Infrastructure Development Co. Limited] so the 
remaining issues can be resolved at the earliest.” 
 
Launched in 2016, the Sindh government’s Orange Line — which has been renamed after Abdul Sattar Edhi as the Abdul Sattar Edhi 
Line — is second in the line under the BRT for Karachi to offer its services after the federal government’s Green Line service, which 
was inaugurated by the federal government in December 2021. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1688298/almost-finished-structure-of-orange-line-in-karachi-awaits-buses-ticketing-system
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Known as Karachi Breeze, some 112.9 kilometres long BRT projects are in place for Karachi through five dedicated lines. 
 
However, so far only one of five lines — Green Line — has been started. 
 
Work on the more than two billion rupees project of Orange Line was being carried out by the Sindh government. 
 
However, two key components of the project — supply of buses and an automated ticketing system — are to be supplied by the 
federally-administered SIDCL. 
 
Sources in the Sindh government said that the federal organisation had already made the payment for the procurement of 20 buses 
for the Orange Line and the cost of the automated ticketing system. 
 
However, they said, the status of the buses was still unknown and despite almost completion of its structure, the authorities were not 
in the position to predict the launch date of the service. 
 
When contacted, Mr Memon, who recently got the additional portfolio of transport, said he would take up the matter with the federal 
government for early supply of buses and the automated ticketing system. 
 
“I would talk to Mr Ahsan Iqbal [Minister for Planning and Development] so he takes it up with the SIDCL,” he told Dawn. “We are 
almost ready. Our 98 per cent job is done. I am visiting the route and site tomorrow [Saturday] with my team. I hope the federal 
government would look into our request seriously and make early supply of 20 buses for the route possible.” 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 07/05/2022) 
 

Residents say Malir Expressway being built to benefit builder ‘mafia’ 
 

Describing the Malir Expressway project as an 
attack on Karachi’s ecological heartland, 
representatives of local communities and 
environmental activists on Friday demanded 
that the project route be changed immediately 
as its current development on the right bank of 
the Malir river would have far-reaching 
implications on the whole city already 
experiencing 1.5-degree Celsius increase in 
its temperature. 
 
The speakers also questioned the provincial 
government’s performance in the city and said 
the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
“considered Karachi as a mere colony, 
especially its political stronghold such as Malir 
district, which had been handed over to drug, 
land and raiti-bajri mafias and to tyrannical 
officers such as Rao Anwar”. 
 

They expressed these views while speaking at a press conference at the Karachi Press Club. The event was organised by citizens 
directly being affected by the project and environmental activists. 
 
Sharing concerns over the project, Master Muhammad Aslam representing the Anti-Malir Expressway Action Committee said it was 
being built at the expense of city’s environment and the homes and crops of people already mired in hunger and poverty so that the 
elite of an impoverished city like Karachi could have more facilities. 
 
Change of project’s route demanded 
 
“The project is solely being built to benefit the builder mafia by increasing the property value of the projects recently developed by 
them on Malir’s agricultural lands,” he said. 
 
The concerns pertaining to the expressway, he pointed out, should be taken seriously by all segments of society that considered 
Karachi their home. 
 
“We must understand what we would lose, if we allow this project to materialise. It’s not just the locals who would lose their ancestral 
agricultural land and homes, the whole Karachi would suffer,” he warned. 
 
The project site, he told journalists, was Karachi’s asset as it’s one of the last remaining green belts on city’s suburbs that had been 
playing a crucial role in mitigating the impact of climate change. 
 
“The green belts in Gadap and Kathore have already been occupied to establish high-end residential societies and now Malir’s green 
belt is being ruthlessly squandered to put $160 million worth of public taxes into the pockets of the construction mafia,” he regretted. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1688301/residents-say-malir-expressway-being-built-to-benefit-builder-mafia
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On the losses local communities would suffer, Mr Aslam said it’s estimated that the project would destroy residence of more than 
1,500 people, 210 permanent housing units, and 66.35 acres of privately-owned agriculture land and 49 acres of built-up area. 
 
”In addition, many historical, religious and ancient structures would also be affected due to this project. These concerns have been 
raised multiple times by local residents, the media and experts and have also led to demonstrations by communities residing in and 
around the project site. But, nothing happened.” 
 
The speakers also pointed to the potential urban flooding risk as the project was being developed on the Malir riverbed. 
 
Questions over Sepa’s role 
A major reservation highlighted several times during the event was allegedly unlawful actions of the Sindh Environmental Protection 
Agency (Sepa) adopted for project’s approval one of which was to make project’s environmental impact assessment (EIA) report 
public and approve it a year after the project was launched in clear violation of the provincial environmental law. 
 
These concerns, it was said, were neither made part of the EIA report of the project nor discussed with stakeholders. 
 
The other violation Sepa allegedly committed, the speakers said, was not to respond to reservations of the stakeholders including 
urban planners, who had submitted a detailed document to the environmental watchdog when it held a public hearing on project’s EIA 
report on March 9, this year. 
 
The document contained relevant data as well as the potential impact of the Malir Expressway on the city’s environment and the local 
community. 
 
They said the EIA report was bogus as it didn’t fully assess the damage the project would cause to Karachi’s ecology and the personal, 
social and economic costs that the area’s residents would incur. 
 
“Unfortunately, the Sindh government ignored the serious concerns raised by Malir’s residents, their representatives and city’s urban 
planners, only to benefit the powerful owners of these construction projects as well as the government’s ministers and advisers,” said 
Hafeez Baloch of the Indigenous Rights Alliance. 
 
‘Flaws’ in EIA report 
The environmental watchdog, the speakers said, had become an institution to justify “mafia” schemes and to spoil the environment of 
Sindh instead of protecting it. 
 
The EIA report, according to the speakers, justified the usage of land for the development of the expressway on the ground that it had 
limited water resources. 
 
However, they claimed, the project would be destroying at least 27 wells that provided water to Malir’s agricultural land. This would 
also have an impact on the flow of water from smaller rivers falling into the Malir river, increasing city’s vulnerability to urban flooding. 
This construction, they said, would not only exacerbate the water supply issue for the whole city but also increase the cost of 
agricultural produce. 
 
According to the data shared in the presser, the EIA report didn’t not show that the project site rich in biodiversity. More than 176 birds 
have been identified only around the Malir dam, many of which are on the verge of extinction now. 
 
“Furthermore, the project will disrupt the movement of wildlife on at least 39-kilometre-long path. The project says that local wildlife in 
the area is under threat but there is no discussion on the causes, which include projects such as Malir Expressway, DHA City and 
Education City,” Ahmed Shabbar of the Pakistan Maholiayati Tahafuz Movement said. 
 
The EIA report, the speakers said, hinted at preparing a land acquisition and resettlement plan but people had no hopes that they 
would be properly resettled and rehabilitated considering the plight of citizens who have been displaced by other developments in the 
city and are still homeless. 
 
Rights of the displaced 
“The court had decided to relocate the victims of Karachi Circular Railway, Orangi and Gujjar nullahs to a place where all modern 
necessities of life including employment, health and transport facilities are available and the victims can live a dignified life. 
 
“But to this day, government officials, who themselves live in posh localities, have forced the people to live in rubble, where women 
and children are forced to sleep and live under the open sky,” complained Zahid Farooq of the Urban Resource Centre. 
 
The victims of the KCR, he said, had been kept like animals while many of the victims of the anti-encroachment drives at the Orangi 
and Gujjar nullahs were yet to have their registration done or receive their first cheques. 
 
“It was decided to provide an alternate place within a period of two years, but even after the passage of a year and a half, a location 
has not been finalised. In the end, due to public pressure, they will be forced out of the city like it happened with the affectees of the 
Lyari Expressway,” he said. 
 
Dr Nausheen Awar of the Karachi Urban Lab at the Institute of Business Administration said data of six decades showed that the city 
of Karachi had turned 1.5°C warmer now and facing multiple environmental challenges. 
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“Increase in temperature, the urban heat island effect, growing water stress, concretisation and significant reduction in green spaces 
are all interlinked. It’s time that Karachi sustaining a huge population is taken seriously,” she said. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 07/05/2022) 
 

BRT projects to be completed on war footing: Memon 
 
Provincial Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit, Sharjeel Inam Memon has said that all BRT projects of Karachi would 
be completed on war footing to resolve the long standing public transport issue of the cosmopolitan city. 
 
He added that Sindh Mass Transit Authority has been directed to setup camp office at the depot of Abdul Sattar Edhi (orange line) 
and work 24/7 to complete it's remaining work by May 30 positively. 
 
Talking to media during his visit to BRT Orange Line on Saturday, he said that officers of Sindh Mass Transit Authority have been 
directed to work round-the-clock and monitor the pace of work. 
 
He said he would also visit the project three times a week to inspect the progress. He said that PPP Chairman Bilwal Bhutto Zardari, 
President Asif Ali Zardari and Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah have given special instructions to resolve the long standing 
issue of Karachi's transport. 
 
Former provincial ministers of transport, Syed Nasir Hussain Shah and Syed Owais Shah made commendable efforts in this regard, 
Memon said adding that the PPP leadership has directed to complete the work of years in months and those of months in days. 
 
He said that Sindh government will provide all possible assistance and full security to the BRT orange line contractors. 
 
He said that completion of all BRT projects of Karachi is top mission of PPP's Sindh government adding that he has held long meeting 
on BRT projects with Sindh Mass Transit Authority officials. 
 
Next meeting on BRT Red line is scheduled for Wednesday, he said. He said that BRT orange line has been named after Abdul Sattar 
Edhi. 
 
It is about four kilometers long route from Orangi Town to Nazimabad Board Office where it will connect to the Green Line. It's 98 per 
cent work has been completed and the project if fully funded by Sindh government involving a cost of Rs4.29 billion. 
 
The project is being implemented by Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Limited, a federal government owned company, 
while Nespak is serving as a consultant in the project. 
 
He added that 20 buses of Orange Line project will arrive at Karachi port on May 11. After the necessary procedures at the port the 
buses will reach BRT depot. 
 
He said that one week time period has been fixed for test trials of buses on BRT route. 
 
In response to a question, he said that arrogance of Imran Khan has caused irreparable damage to country. 
 
He said that present coalition government is trying hard to overcome the situation and steer the country out of economic crisis and 
challenges. 
 
The minister claimed that Imran Khan called PML-N members at Bani Gala to hold a meeting. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 08/05/2022) 
 

ADB team assured Karachi's Red Line project will be completed within two years 
 
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that issues pertaining to Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) Red Line project will be resolved 
on a top priority basis so that work on its corridor could be completed on time. 
 
He was speaking to a technical delegation of the Asian Development Bank here on Monday. Headed by Gia Heeyong, the delegation 
comprised the bank’s senior urban transport specialist Lloyd Wright, director urban transport David Margonztern and senior project 
officer Umar Ali Shah. 
 
Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon, Planning and Development chairman Hassan 
Naqvi, Finance Secretary Sajid Jamal Abro and Transport Secretary Haleem Shaikh also attended the meeting. 
 
The BRT Red Line project was launched last month with the assistance of ADB. Its track is stretched over 26 kilometres between 
Model Colony in Malir and Merewether Tower covering University Road, M.A. Jinnah Road and its extension road and Numaish 
Chowrangi. 
 
Main issues discussed with CM, transport minister 
 
The delegation told the chief minister that there were some issues in the project such as availability of a couple of bus depot and 
transfer of land for the installation of a biogas plant at Cattle Colony. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1688826/adb-team-assured-karachis-red-line-project-will-be-completed-within-two-years
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The CM said that 32 acres of land had already been earmarked for the plant but its title had to be changed for which he had issued 
necessary directives. 
 
Talking about the proposed depot, Mr Shah said that the sites would be got vacated with the start of the work on available depots. 
 
He urged the ADB delegation to assist and support integration of BRT Red Line with other BRTs such as Green Line, Orange Line 
and Yellow Line. The delegation agreed to extend support to the provincial government in this regard. 
 
Earlier, Sindh Minister for Transport, Sharjeel Inam Memon, who also holds the portfolios of Information and Mass Transit, held a 
meeting with the ADB and Agence Francaise de Development (AFD) delegation in his office to discuss bottlenecks in the Red Line 
project. 
 
He assured the delegation of the provincial government’s full support and cooperation in completing the Red Line infrastructure within 
24 months. 
 
On his suggestion, the delegation agreed to hold weekly Zoom meetings on the project to review progress of development work. The 
minister assured the delegation that there would be no delays on the part of the provincial government in completing the project. “My 
entire team and contractors will work on the project day and night,” he said, adding that it was a mission of the Sindh government to 
resolve the city’s transport issues. 
 
He told the delegation that he had given one-month time to the Sindh Mass Transit Authority and the executing authority of the Abdul 
Sattar Edhi BRT (Orange Line) project to complete it by May 30. 
 
The minister noted that the Red Line was a biogas project which the provincial government wanted to be successful so that it could 
be replicated in Hyderabad and other major cities of the province. 
 
He said the process of land transfer for BRT depots would be expedited and that he would personally look into the transfer of 32 acres 
of land for a biogas plant for the project. 
 
Mr Memon said the process of procuring buses for the project should also be expedited so that they were available as soon as the 
infrastructure was completed. 
 
Lloyed Wright informed the minister that the Red Line project was environment-friendly and totally different from other BRTs, including 
Green Line, Yellow Line and Orange Line. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 10/05/2022) 
 

Orange Line buses to hit road soon 
 
Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit, Sharjeel Inam Memon accompanied by Provincial Minister for Labour, 
Saeed Ghani, on Thursday inspected the buses arrived from China the Karachi port. 
 
Secretary Transport, Abdul Haleem Shaikh, MD Sindh Mass Transit Authority, Capt (retd) Altaf Hussain Sario, Project Director 
National Transmission Company, Sohaib Shafiq and others were also present on the occasion. 
 
Memon congratulated the Karachiites on the arrival of buses under the initiative of Sindh government. The fleet of 49 Sindh People's 
Intra District Bus Service has arrived out of a total 240 in the first phase of the project while more buses will arrive next week. The full 
fleet of people's bus service will arrive by June 20. 
 
He added that complete fleet consisting 20 buses of Abdul Sattar Edhi Orange Line fleet have also arrived. 
 
He announced that the People's Intra-District Bus Service will be launched soon while buses of Orange Line will begin operation as 
soon as the civil work on the route is completed. Memon said that PPP's Sindh government will soon resolve the long standing issue 
of public transport of Karachi. 
 
Memon said that the citizens of Karachi will have access to modern, safe and comfortable public transport facility once these BRT 
projects are completed. 
 
The minister said that the mega transport schemes are being introduced in rural and urban areas of the province. In a few years, best 
transport infrastructure will be completed in the province to facilitate the commuters. 
 
Provincial Minister for labour, Saeed Ghani also extended congratulations to the citizens of Karachi saying that the BRT projects were 
delayed for long time. 
 
The labour minister urged the citizens of Karachi to consider these buses as their own property and protect them like their own assets 
so that buses could be maintained in a better way. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 12/05/2022) 
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Sepa issued notice on plea against EIA approval of Malir Expressway 
 
The Environmental Protection Tribunal has issued notices to the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) and others on an 
appeal filed by two residents against the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) approval granted to the controversial Malir 
Expressway project. 
 
Malir residents Abdul Qayoom and Ahmed Shabbar approached the tribunal through their counsel asking it to declare the EIA approval 
of the project as unlawful and without authority. 
 
The tribunal, headed by retired Justice Nisar Ahmed Sheikh, issued notices to the Sepa chief and chief executive officer of the 
construction firm, Malir Expressway Limited, for May 26. 
 
The appellants submitted that Sepa accorded the EIA approval on April 6 to the Malir Expressway Ltd in alleged violations of the 
Sindh Environmental Protection Act, 2014 and Sepa (Environmental Review of IEE and EIA) Regulations, 2014. 
 
Tribunal fixes May 26 as next date of hearing 
 
They recalled that the project’s proponent submitted the EIA report to Sepa for its review and decision on Oct 13, 2021. Sepa held a 
public hearing on March 9 this year for which public notices were published in three newspapers, they added. 
 
The proposed project is described in the EIA approval as a 38.75-kilometer-long six-lane dual carriageway that will allow a direct route 
for heavy vehicles from the industrial areas in Korangi and Landhi to outside the city. The location of the project as per the EIA approval 
is starting from right before the Jam Sadiq bridge on Korangi Road and run along the right bank of the Malir river through the Korangi 
and Malir districts terminating on M-9 near DHA City outside Karachi. 
 
The appellant said being concerned residents of Malir district they attended the EIA hearing and submitted their written objections to 
the EIA report during the public hearing and also raised multiple objections to the feasibility of the project, assessment, findings and 
recommendations in the EIA report. 
 
The appellants stated that a reminder was also sent to Sepa for informing them about the status of their objections and EIA review 
process but the authority allegedly did not reply to these objections and reminders. 
 
The tribunal was told that after media reports about approval of the controversial project, the appellants immediately approached Sepa 
for obtaining a copy of the EIA approval and its decision made on their objections, as required under the 2014 Act. 
 
The authority supplied the copy of the approval on April 26 but did not supply decision on the objections made by the appellant, they 
added. 
 
The appellants’ counsel argued that the EIA approval to the Malir Expressway project was accorded in the alleged flagrant violation 
of the 2014 Act and 2014 Regulations, adding that Sepa and the project’s proponent had acted in flagrant violation to the scope and 
purpose of the 2014 Act. 
 
The counsel highlighted that the project also violated the principle set by the environmental tribunal in the Arif Belgaumi case (Appeal 
No.10 of 2020) wherein it had been held that the environmental approval can only be granted and signed by the director general of 
Sepa, while in the present case the EIA was granted and signed by a ‘deputy director’, who had no authority under the law to approve 
the same. 
 
Furthermore, the director general had no authority to delegate powers which the law required to the deputy director to do so, the 
counsel added. 
 
The counsel pointed out that the project’s EIA was submitted by “Malir Expressway Private Limited” but the approval was granted to 
‘Malir Expressway Limited’. He explained that under the Companies Act, 2017 a private limited company and a company limited by 
shares or guarantee were distinct legal persons having different rights and liabilities. 
 
Sepa accepted the EIA report and started a review process for a proponent that did not exist, claimed the counsel, who added that 
the EIA approval was granted without consultation with advisory committees, which were required to be constituted under Section 5 
(6) of the 2014 Act and consultation with advisory committees was mandatory requirement under the 2014 Act. 
 
“The impugned order even does not disclose what objections were raised during the review process? What commitments were made 
by Sepa to address objections raised during the review process? Who were members of the review committee,” the appellants’ counsel 
said. 
 
The tribunal was pleaded to declare the impugned EIA approval of the project without decision and communication of the decision on 
the appellants’ comments as unlawful and without authority. 
 
It was urged to permanently restrain M/s Malir Expressway Limited and its officers and agents from commencing construction and 
operation on the project till the final disposal of the appeal. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 17/05/2022) 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1689995/sepa-issued-notice-on-plea-against-eia-approval-of-malir-expressway


 

32 
 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMERT 

Revised alignment of Malir Expressway approved 
 

 

 
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday approved some changes proposed by the local government department in the 
alignment of the Malir Expressway project. 
 
At the 36th meeting of the Public-Private Partnership Board, officials proposed “minor” changes in the alignment of the Malir 
Expressway in Gadap and Memon Goth areas. 
 
CM Shah was informed that the changes were aimed at improving hydrology and engineering design of the project. 
 
The officials said the change in alignment would require only 10.3 acres of private land instead of 148 acres and save Rs3 billion in 
land acquisition. 
 
They said that earlier 204 houses were affected but now no house would be affected. 
 
The meeting also reviewed several projects, including safety and security of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, regional blood 
centre projects, clean blood supply to National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Jhirk Malla Bridge Link Road project, Karachi-
Thatta Dual Carriageway. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 18/05/2022) 
 

Orange Line buses arrive at bus terminal 
 
The launch of the Orange Line BRT project is near as a fleet of 20 buses of Orange Line BRT arrived at the depot after clearance 
from Karachi port last night, said Provincial Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon. 
 
In a statement, he said that 97% of the infrastructure work on the corridor has been completed. He said that the Orange Line will be 
launched once its system installation and mandatory training of bus drivers are completed. 
 
The minister said that the Orange Line Corridor will provide safe and comfortable traveling facilities to the citizens of Orangi Town, 
North Nazimabad, and surrounding areas. Memon said that the buses cover a 3.88km corridor that starts from the Town Municipal 
Administration Office in Orangi Town and ends at Fatima Jinnah University for Women, Nazimabad. 
 
Four stations equipped with modern facilities are constructed, he said. Memon maintained that the integration of the Orange Line into 
the Green Line have been ordered to make it cost-effective and lessen the burden of subsidy on the Sindh government. 
 
Sindh Infrastructure Development Company has started working on the design of integration. He added that after the integration of 
both the BRTs, the Orange Line buses will run till Nagan Chowrangi. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 20/05/2022) 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1690148/revised-alignment-of-malir-expressway-approved
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Orange Line bus depot in Karachi yet to be completed 

 
Calling it a “temporary arrangement”, the Sindh government has moved all the 20 buses of Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) to 
the federal government’s Green Line Bus Service depot in Surjani Town as its depot near Bananas Chowk was yet to be completed. 
 
An official said that the imported buses from China were moved from Karachi Port to Surjani Town depot of the Green Line Bus 
Service as the similar facility at Banaras Chowk was not ready. 
 
However, he claimed that the depot at Banaras Chowk would be completed within a week and the Orange Line buses were moved to 
Surjani Town only to avoid damages at the port. 
 
Meanwhile, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon visited Abdul Sattar Edhi BRT Orange Line corridor on Sunday and 
reviewed the pace of ongoing civil infrastructure work, including completion of bus depot and stations. 
 
A statement said that the minister directed the officials that in any case, the civil work should be completed by May 30. 
 
“All works, including construction of underground fuel tank, wastewater plant, shed at the depot, installation of lifts and accelerator 
should be completed in time,” said Mr Memon, who also holds the portfolio of transport. 
 
He also issued directives that components of accelerator should be imported from China by air instead of sea to save time. 
 
He said that the officers of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority should monitor the work round the clock and report should be submitted 
to him after every two hours. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 23/05/2022) 
 

Sepa told to file comments on plea to halt Malir Expressway construction 
 
The Environmental Protection Tribunal on Thursday directed the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) director general and 
a private construction company to file their objections to an application seeking a restraining order against the construction of the 
controversial Malir Expressway project. 
 
The tribunal, headed by retired Justice Nisar Ahmed Sheikh, asked the law officer for Sepa and counsel for M/s Malir Expressway 
Limited to file the objections till June 1. 
 
The tribunal was hearing identical appeals filed by Malir residents Abdul Qayoom and Ahmed Shabbar, and the Indigenous Rights 
Alliance Karachi. 
 
They had pleaded the tribunal to declare that the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) approval accorded by Sepa to the projects 
as unlawful and without authority. 
 
The appellants had submitted that Sepa accorded the EIA approval on April 6 to the Malir Expressway Ltd in alleged violations of the 
Sindh Environmental Protection Act, 2014 and Sepa (Environmental Review of IEE and EIA) Regulations, 2014. 
 
They recalled that the project`s proponent submitted the EIA report to Sepa for its review and decision on Oct 13, 2021. Sepa held a 
public hearing on March 9 this year for which public notices were published in three newspapers, they added. 
 
The proposed project is described in the EIA approval as a 38.75-kilometer-long six-lane dual carriageway that will allow a direct route 
for heavy vehicles from industrial areas in Korangi and Landhi to outside the city. 
 
The location of the project as per the EIA approval is starting from right before the Jam Sadiq bridge on Korangi Road and run along 
the right bank of the Malir river through the Korangi and Malir districts, terminating on M-9 near DHA City outside Karachi. 
 
The appellants said that being concerned residents of Malir district, they attended the EIA hearing and submitted their written 
objections to the EIA report during the public hearing and also raised multiple objections to the feasibility of the project, assessment, 
findings and recommendations in the report. 
 
They stated that a reminder was also sent to Sepa for informing them about the status of their objections and the EIA review process, 
but the authority allegedly did not reply to those objections and reminders. 
 
The tribunal was told that after media reports about the approval of the controversial project, the appellants immediately approached 
Sepa for obtaining a copy of the EIA approval and its decision made on their objections, as required under the 2014 Act. 
 
However, the authority supplied the copy of the approval on April 26, but did not supply the decision on the objections made by the 
appellants, they added. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 14, 27/05/2022) 
 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1690977/orange-line-bus-depot-in-karachi-yet-to-be-completed
https://www.dawn.com/news/1691609/sepa-told-to-file-comments-on-plea-to-halt-malir-expressway-construction
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Long wait is over as 140 buses to start test run in Karachi next week 
 

With the successful 
launch of Green Line 
bus service in January 
and much-awaited 
inauguration of Orange 
Line likely to be held 
next month, the 
decades-old transport 
problem of Karachiites 
is expected to be 
mitigated to a certain 
extent as around 140 
buses brought here 
under the Peoples Bus 
Service project will 
begin their test run on 
June 3 on one of the 
seven proposed routes 
in the metropolis. 
 
After the successful 
testing, proper 
commercial operation of 
the Sindh government-
controlled bus service 
will start within the next 
few weeks, which will 
pave the way for 100 
more new air-
conditioned buses to be 
arrived by June 20 from 
China, to ply on city 
roads, officials and 
sources said on 
Saturday. 
 
With the arrival of 140 

new buses by different cargoes from China, their newly-recruited staff members are now ready at government facilities for the official 
nod, which have made all arrangements and are set to bring the buses on roads. 
 
The Sindh government Peoples’ Bus Service is a project separate from the network of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lines. 
 
Another batch of 100 air-conditioned buses to arrive from China by June 20 
 
“We are going to start test run of these city buses and for that purpose we have decided to ply them on Route No 1,” Sindh Minister 
for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon told Dawn. 
 
“Under the Peoples’ Bus Service project, the Sindh government is set to play 240 buses on seven different routes. All arrangements 
have been made with buses and the staffers are already there, automated ticketing system is in place and ground infrastructure on 
all seven routes is almost ready. 
 
“After the test run on first route, which covers 29.5-km area from Model Colony to Tower, you will see the same exercise on all other 
six other routes. It’s something which would turnaround the Karachi’s transport problem,” he said. 
 
The other six routes include the areas from North Karachi to Indus Hospital [Korangi] distance 32.9-km; Nagan Chowrangi to Singer 
Chowrangi [Korangi Industrial Area] 33-km; North Karachi to Dockyard 30.4-km; Surjani Town to PAF Masroor 28.2-km; Gulshan-i-
Bihar [Orangi Town] to Singer Chowrangi 29km and Mosamiyat to Baldia Town 28.9-km. 
 
After the test run, the minister said that the buses would start service on the first route within a couple of weeks. 
 
“We need to run the buses at least 1,000 kilometres without load of passengers,” said Mr Memon. 
 
“Once this is done for 240-buses on different routes one by one, we will then carry out a mock operation. It would not be a commercial 
operation and we would pass these buses under another test run with the maximum load capacity. It would help us detect any problem 
or a flaw needed to be fixed before the commercial launch,” he said. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1691939/long-wait-is-over-as-140-buses-to-start-test-run-in-karachi-next-week
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Meanwhile, an official at the Sindh transport department said that in April 2021, the Sindh government had approved the procurement 
of 250 diesel hybrid electric buses for the Sindh Intra-District Peoples Bus Service project. “Among these 250 buses, 240 buses would 
be running in Karachi while the remaining 10 buses would run in Larkana. 
 
“Under the same project, the Sindh government has also chalked out a plan to run these buses in Hyderabad, Sukkur, Mirpurkhas 
and Shaheed Benazirabad as well. These cities would receive their share in second procurement plan,” he said. 
 
Service comes after 14 years 
After more than 14 years of its rule, the Pakistan Peoples Party government in Sindh has managed to display some success in its 
civic administration amid growing criticism from political opponents and approaching local government elections in the city. 
 
The momentum got further pace after the Mr Memon took charge as transport minister last month and took personal interest in 
completing several transport-related tasks pending for past several months in his ministry within weeks. 
 
“The PPP government is very clear about the transport plan in Karachi,” he said. “You would see things improving at a staggering 
pace very soon.” 
 
He said he was personally monitoring things and almost all related tasks ranging from buses import process from China to placement 
of ticketing system and from infrastructure development to routes designs. “Alhamdulillah, our team efforts have paid dividends. It’s a 
matter of weeks now and Karachiites are going to witness themselves.” 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 15, 29/05/2022) 
 

Road accidents take over Karachi’s highways 
 
The streets of Karachi have once again started topping the charts for road accident cases, a majority of which have been connected 
to rampant violations of traffic rules like over-speeding and driving on the wrong side. While the much-needed Road Safety Education 
Progamme that was launched to combat the city’s long-standing problem of ignorance of road rules is also in the cold storage owing 
lack of funds available with the Traffic Engineering Bureau. It is believed that lack of action in this regard, along with Karachi’s 
gravellingly inadequate road infrastructure, has been encouraging the number of collision cases, many of which are seen to be fatal. 
 
In the last two decades, the port city’s road map has seen multiple changes, including an influx of flyovers, underpasses, and U-turns 
that have made many of the city’s cardinal highways entirely signal-free. The drivers however were never primed for this overhaul in 
the absence of consistent traffic awareness programmes, leading to increased abuse of the signal-free corridors that have now 
become the most lawless roads. “For instance, driving on the wrong side is now a common affair on the roads. It wasn’t reprimanded 
as severely, so naturally, people started seeing it as a means of saving time and fuel, and now it is just normalised over generations. 
If we stop someone now, they start fighting with the traffic sergeant because they don’t see themselves to be in the wrong,” told a 
traffic police officer on conditions of anonymity. 
 
The city’s drivers however believe that the surge in road accidents is majorly linked to the lamentable condition of Karachi’s highways, 
which are riddled with pits and potholes. Per the traffic officer, this is partly true, but there is also a growing need for increased and 
stringent policing against traffic violations, in addition to enforcement of consistent awareness programme to educate the masses. “In 
1980, the state-run Pakistan Television Corporation (PTV) used to run traffic awareness campaigns twice a day in the form of 
advertisements, but later the show Fifty-Fifty featured a humorous sketch on it after which the programme became a target of ridicule 
and was eventually abandoned by PTV,” lamented the traffic officer. 
 
According to traffic experts, billions of rupees have been spent on development works in the city during the last 20 years. However, 
the short-lived road safety education scheme that requires but a few hundred thousand rupees is often the first to be nixed, despite 
being essential under current circumstances. Per their unanimous suggestions, the scheme needs to be revived on a war footing and 
requires collaboration between civil society and law enforcement for effective dissemination of the message. 
 
Speaking in this regard, DIG Traffic Ahmed Nawaz was of the opinion that most accidents in Karachi are linked to wrong-way 
movement, against which a campaign was launched in May and is expected to remain effective without any hiccups like frazzled Road 
Safety Education Progamme. “We are also trying to make our policing more stringent by issuing challans and arresting habitual and 
severe violators,” he told. 
 
Confirming the development, a spokesperson of the traffic police told The Express Tribune that between May 12 to May 19, they have 
issued over 10,126 one-way challans, arrested some 2,075 drivers for violations and seized as many as 3,658 vehicles, while further 
action is also due. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 30/05/202) 
 

Number plate fee for motorcycle up from Rs500 to Rs1,450 
 
Motor Vehicle Registration Authority Karachi has increased number plate fee for motorcycles from Rs500 to Rs1,450. 
 
Moreover, the department is not issuing number plates despite a three hundred per cent increase in the fee. The matter of delay in 
issuing number plates for motorcycles in Sindh has been a problem for the last 15 years and about two million motorcycles are running 
on roads without official number plates, industry spources said.. 
 
The prices of motorcycles have already gone out of reach of common man. 
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The buyers of new motorcycles have to pay Rs6,160 extra at the time of registration of the two-wheeler vehicle, which includes 
Rs1,450 for number plate, Rs750 for smart card, Rs2,160 for registration fee and Rs1,600 as motor vehicle tax. 
 
Non-issuance of official number plates increases the chances of illegal use of motorcycles. 
 
According to Muhammad Sabir Sheikh, Chairman, Association of Pakistan Motorcycle Assemblers, the excise department is putting 
a stamp on the registration slip that number plate is not issued. 
 
He said, the excise department used to issue official number plates for a period of six months. But now original number plates of two 
million motorcycles have not been issued in Sindh. In Karachi alone, 950 motorcycles are registered daily and more than 25,000 a 
month, but their number plates are not being issued, Sabir added. 
(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 05, 02/06/2022) 
 

Sepa asks tribunal to throw out appeals against Malir Expressway 
 
The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) on Wednesday argued before an environmental tribunal that the appeals filed 
against the controversial Malir Expressway project were not maintainable for being time barred and asked for their dismissal. 
 
Sepa director general Naeem Mughal made this submission while filing para-wise comments to the identical appeals challenging the 
grant of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) approval to the project launched by M/s Malir Expressway Limited. 
 
In the comments, the Sepa chief stated that the appeals were time barred as the project’s EIA was approved on April 6 while the 
appeals were filed on May 13 with an unexplained delay of about a week. 
 
“It has been spelled out under Section 27(1) of the SEP Act 2014 that an appeal has to be filed within the period of 30 days from the 
date of the decision,” he said, adding that the present appeals were bad in the eyes of law and as such “not maintainable and were 
liable to be dismissed”. 
 
Appellants’ lawyers asked to advance argument on maintainability of pleas 
 
Mr Mughal said M /s Malir Expressway Limited had submitted the proposed project to Sepa on Oct 13, 2021 along with the required 
documents. 
 
After preliminary scrutiny, public notice and public hearing, the EIA study was uploaded on the official website of Sepa. After careful 
review and fulfilment of all the requirements, the project was approved with stringent conditions on April 6, he added. 
 
He maintained that the proposed development project was approved in accordance with the provisions of the Sindh Environmental 
Protection Act, 2014 and Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Environmental Assessment) Regulations, 2021. 
 
Mr Mughal added that the project had been considered and approved in the Schedule-II, Category-E, sub-category (2) “Construction 
of highway, motorway, major roads (intercity roads)”. 
 
The agency’s chief claimed that the public comments and suggestions were considered and eventually the project was approved in 
accordance with the provisions of the Sepa, 2014 and Sepa (Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2021. 
 
He argued that the EIA approval of the project was signed by Mubarak Ali, deputy director-technical (BPS-18), of Sepa after getting 
approval in the notes heet from him. 
 
He said that no violation of Section 31(3) of the Sepa Act 2014 was made, adding that the project was approved according to the 
provisions of the law and regulations. 
 
The tribunal headed by retired Justice Nisar Ahmed Shaikh asked the lawyers for the appellants to advance arguments as to whether 
or not the appeals were time barred as claimed by the Sepa chief. 
 
The judge declined the request once again made by the counsel for the appellants to pass an interim order, restraining the construction 
company from carrying out the construction work on the project till the final disposal of the appeals. 
 
Meanwhile, M/s Malir Expressway Limited engaged a new lawyer to represent it in the proceedings as its previous counsel withdrew 
his power. 
 
The hearing was adjourned till June 9. 
Malir residents Abdul Qayoom and Ahmed Shabbar and the Indigenous Rights Alliance Karachi had filed appeals before the 
environmental tribunal asking it to declare that the EIA approval accorded by Sepa to the Malir Expressway as unlawful and without 
authority. 
 
They said that being concerned residents of Malir district, they attended the EIA hearing and submitted their written objections to the 
EIA report and raised multiple objections to the feasibility of the project, assessment, findings and recommendations in the report. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1692615/sepa-asks-tribunal-to-throw-out-appeals-against-malir-expressway
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They stated that a reminder was also sent to Sepa for informing them about the status of their objections and the EIA review process, 
but the authority allegedly did not reply to those objections and reminders. 
 
The tribunal was told that after media reports about the approval of the controversial project, the appellants immediately approached 
Sepa for obtaining a copy of the EIA approval and its decision made on their objections, as required under the 2014 Act. 
 
However, the authority supplied the copy of the approval on April 26, but did not supply the decision on the objections made by the 
appellants, they added. 
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 02/06/2022) 
 

Peoples Bus Service test run today 
 
Provincial Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon on Friday issued orders to conduct test run of 
the Sindh Peoples Intra-District Bus Service on Saturday. 
 
Sindh Transport Department Secretary Abdul Haleem Sheikh, Information Secretray Abdul Rashid Solangi, Sindh Mass Transit 
Authority Managing Director Capt (retd) Altaf Hussain Sario and others officials attended the meeting. 
 
Memon said that the test run of Sindh People's Intra District Bus Service will be held on Saturday June 4, at 4pm. He said that the 
citizens of Karachi were anxiously awaiting the commencement of bus service which will be formally launched a few days after the 
completion of the test run phase. The minister said that the Sindh government will resolve the problem of public transport in Karachi 
and with this aim the Transport Department is working day and night to provide modern mass transit facilities to the citizens. 
 
Memon said that the efforts of the transport department will soon be visible to the public. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 04/06/2022) 
 

Safe railway travel 
 
Days after a woman was gang-raped by train staffers on a Karachi-bound train from Multan, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
directed his Strategic Reforms Implementation Unit to tighten safety measures for female passengers. The Unit produced a 
comprehensive plan to ensure safety for women during their journey as well as at the railway stations. Most of these measures should 
have been taken long ago to ensure safe travel conditions for female passengers as it could have avoided the crimes that have taken 
place. Nonetheless, after the ghastly incident of last week, these steps may offer some relief to both accompanied and unaccompanied 
female travellers. 
 
Pakistan Railways have been asked to deploy Lady Railway Police Force in trains along with a sub-inspector and two lady constables 
at the railway stations for long journeys. One can hope that the presence of female police officers will reduce the likelihood of catcalling, 
sexual harassment, and assaults. Importantly, female passengers are more likely to report any suspicious individuals or activity to 
female police officers. The installation of emergency SOS buttons and CCTV cameras on the train and video surveillance systems at 
sensitive locations at all railway stations can help monitor and identify not only crimes against women but also reduce the chances of 
abductions and theft on trains and railway platforms. A mobile application Safar Saheli is also in the works to assist women during 
their journey and allow them to contact local helplines. 
 
These measures are ambitious; however, without proper training of railway station and train staffers, the measures will achieve little 
in terms of ensuring security for female passengers. Pakistan Railways must work with private train companies to form training 
programmes and issue a strict code of conduct for all staffers. There should be penalties for failure to conform to the behavioural 
guidelines. Importantly, well-trained and disciplined staff will help ensure the smooth integration and implementation of the different 
measures. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 05/06/2022) 
 

Orange Line project misses another deadline 
 
The Orange Line bus project being constructed under the Sindh administration appears to have been met with another set of delays. 
Last month, the provincial transport minister Sharjeel Memon had set a May 30 deadline for the completion of the project. 
 
However, well into the month of June, the construction work for the mass transit project is still to be completed while the 20 Chinese 
buses imported for the purpose are yet to grace the roads. 
 
Per the project plan, the Sindh government will not be responsible for running these buses on the Orange Line corridor, leaving it to 
be the responsibility of the federal government. 
 
For this, the buses have already been transferred to the centre, but the federal government has made it clear that it will not begin 
running the buses until the provincial government finishes its task of completing the corridor. 
 
According to a survey by the Express Tribune, so far, the government has remained unable to complete the work for installing 
accelerators and lifts in the Orange Line bus project, while the installation of PSD doors also appears unaccomplished. 
 
Experts say that the installation of small parts in electrical and mechanical works is a very difficult task and if there is continuous work, 
the project will be completed in June, otherwise, there may be further delays. 
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Engineers at the Orange Line site putting things into perspective informed the Express Tribune that the Orange Line corridor has a 
total of 11 elevators, out of which development work has been completed for nine of them. 
 
There are 10 accelerators, of which 9 accelerators have been installed while work on one is still in progress. 
 
There are 28 automatic doors, out of which only 2 doors have been installed and the remaining 26 doors will be installed this week. 
 
The project engineers speaking on conditions of anonymity claimed that all developmental work is slated for completion by June 15. 
 
“Buses will run on the corridor for 10 to 15 days as a trial, while the bus service will be launched for citizens in July,” said an engineer 
present on site. 
 
It should be noted that the Orange Line bus project was incepted in 2016 and was meant to be a 3.9 kilometre track running from 
Orangi Town Office to Matric Board Office Chowrangi. 
 
Back then, it was announced that the project will come to completion by the year 2017, but the inadequacies of the provincial 
government and its disregard for the mass transit scheme have already delayed the project by over five years and counting. 
The Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Limited (SIDCL), a federal government agency, was tasked with running buses on 
the corridor. 
 
It is the same federal government agency that completed a phase of the Green Line Bus project and is currently running the buses in 
Karachi. 
 
However, the federal government has made it clear to the Sindh government that it has no plans of running the buses until everything 
in the Orange Line bus project is completed. 
 
That being said, the centre had still arranged for the purchase of Orange Line buses, for which the provincial government provided 
the funds. 
 
The buses are currently parked at the federal government’s Surjani bus depot, while drivers for the fleet are in the process of being 
trained. 
 
According to a federal government official, in the first phase, these buses will run from Orangi Town Office to Matric Board Office 
Chowrangi. 
 
In the second phase, they will be run up to Nagan Chowrangi and after about a year, these buses will be connected to the Green Line 
BRT, allowing commuters to be able to travel from Orangi Town to Numaish Chowrangi on a single ticket. 
 
“Although the fare for the first phase has not been finalised yet, it is expected that the fare will be Rs15,” the officer asserted. 
 
When the Express Tribune contacted Orange Line project director Yazim Ali Shah to confirm the news of delay, he said he was not 
officially authorised to comment on the matter, and advised directing correspondence to Public Relations Officer Ambreen Fatima. 
 
When probed regarding the matter, Ms Fatima further said that she would direct correspondence to the Provincial Transport Minister’s 
personal assistant, who per her should be able to comment on the case. 
 
However, so far, no contact has been established with the transport minister’s personal secretary, and no word has been obtained on 
the new official date for the much-touted Orange Line project’s completion. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 06/06/20220 
 

Govt has launched Malir Expressway to benefit real estate developers, moot told 
 
Describing the Malir Expressway as illegal, speakers at a seminar have demanded that the government stop the controversial project 
forthwith. 
 
The whole process of its approval was a farce, they said, while bitterly criticising the government for ignoring local communities in the 
Malir Expressway project. 
 
It would cause loss of livelihood to local people and damage valuable biological assets, stated the speakers at the seminar titled “An 
Analysis of the Environmental and Social Effects of Malir Expressway Project” organised on Wednesday by the Urban Resource 
Centre (URC). 
 
Sharing their concerns over the project’s approval, they alleged that the project aimed at serving only the elite was already under 
construction as it had been granted a no-objection certificate by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) in violation of the 
law concerned. 
 
“It’s a grave violation of the Sepa law as no project could be executed without getting approval from the respective department. 
Besides, there was no consultation with local communities at all during the preparation of the project’s environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) report which had incorrect data,” said Akhtar Rasool representing the Indigenous Rights Alliance. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1693793/govt-has-launched-malir-expressway-to-benefit-real-estate-developers-moot-told
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The flawed EIA report, which attracted a lot of concern during its presentation at a public hearing, was rejected, he added. 
 
“The environmental watchdog neither took notice of the public outcry nor responded to the document containing reservations of experts 
and locals,” they said. 
 
The area of Malir in question, he said, constituted the last remaining agricultural areas of the city and should be protected. “Instead of 
taking action against the several illegal housing societies that have gobbled up thousands of acres of agricultural land in Malir over 
the years, the government has taken up a project that entails destruction of several Malir’s villages, their rich biodiversity and ecology.” 
 
Explaining his point further, he said the construction of the mega project would dry up wells and underground water reservoirs. Several 
houses would be demolished as well as an old library that was located in the project’s path. 
 
Hafeez Baloch, also representing the alliance, said the project would only serve the elite. “It’s highly condemnable that the government 
has initiated this project only to facilitate real estate developers, including builders of Bahria Town and DHA City. The fact has been 
ignored that the whole city, which is already experiencing the impact of climate change, would pay the cost of the consequent 
environmental destruction.” 
 
To a question, Mr Baloch said that while government officials had been making claims of sorts, there was no change in the project 
design. 
 
Zahid Farooq of the URC emphasised the need for unity among all segments of society who were directly or indirectly affected by the 
so-called development projects. “We believe all groups affected either by projects or government operations pertaining to Gujjar and 
Orangi nullahs or Manzoor Colony should unite under one banner and launch a resistance movement.” 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 09/06/2022) 
 

Breaking taboos: Karachi woman runs late father’s rickshaw 
 
In a bid to combat rising inflation and unemployment, a young woman from Karachi has taken up the challenge of joining a male-

dominating profession of driving auto rickshaw to support her family after her 
father's untimely demise. 
 
Alisha Abdul Jameel, a resident of city's Drigh Road locality, is the youngest 
among her sisters and wants to fulfill the wishes of her late father by going against 
the trends of the society. Abdul Jameel a rickshaw driver had no son and he taught 
his youngest daughter to take the bull by the horn. 
 
"When my father was ill, he taught me how to drive his rickshaw,” Alisha said. “He 
wanted me to fulfill his dream of becoming a breadwinner in the family like a son 
would... he wanted me to play this role to improve the financial situation of my 
family," Alisha said while talking to The Express Tribune. 
 
She said that after her father Abdul Jameel died, she had to take care of her 
mother and sister, and therefore, she started driving the rickshaw a year ago but 
at the cost of her studies. 

 
Alisha said that she lives in a two-room rented house in the Drigh Road area along with an unmarried sister and mother, adding that 
four of her sisters are married and are living a happy life. 
 
Like a mission statement, Alisha has a couplet written on her rickshaw in memory of her late father which reads, “When the burden 
(of responsibilities) becomes unbearable to shoulder, I miss my Baba dearly.” 
 
The hardworking woman said that she could only study till the 8th grade and had no source of employment except for a few jobs in 
different factories offering a very meagre salary. 
 
Seeing the tough financial situation ahead, Alisha took it upon herself to become the breadwinner in the family and not seek financial 
assistance from relatives. 
 
She said that she faces criticism from some of her relatives for running rickshaw but added she ignores them and focuses on hard 
work and providing for her family. 
 
"I have the backing of my mother so I didn't give up and I don't care about anyone else," she added. 
 
Like other rickshaw drivers, Alisha too faces difficulties while searching for customers. "For my own protection, I try to offer rides to 
mostly families or women," she added. 
 
Alisha said that if her rickshaw ever breaks down, she pushes it herself and reaches a mechanic to get it fixed. "When I go out, my 
mother sends me off with her prayers… and I have no fear after that," she added. 
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The girl said that a big chunk of her income goes into buying petrol for her vehicle, lamenting that the government had jacked up the 
fuel prices. "A large chunk of my money goes into buying petrol which is very expensive nowadays... I don't earn as much as compared 
to the hard work I put in," she added. 
 
Talking to The Express Tribune, Alisha's mother Salma said that Alisha is her youngest daughter and the sole breadwinner in her 
family. "Her father wanted Alisha to act like her son and support the family," she added. 
 
Salma said that when her daughter goes out, she fears for her safety. "Once, few people chased her so she parked her rickshaw near 
a Rangers' check post," she recalled. 
 
She said that Alisha has been driving the rickshaw for the past year. "When she brought the money for the first time, my heart got 
immersed in pride," she added. 
 
Salma further said that every daughter should support their parents in such tough financial times. 
(By Ayesha Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 13/06/2022) 
 

European standard buses planned for Karachi 
 
Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit, Sharjeel Inam Memon on Monday met Cemil Senocak, the Director of a 
Turkish company - Albayrak Group - and offered him to bring European Standard Electric public transport buses in Karachi. 
 
Secretary Transport, Abdul Haleem Sheikh and Managing Director, Sindh Mass Transit Authority Capt (retd) Altaf Hussain were also 
present on the occasion. 
 
The minister informed the visiting guest that Karachi is a metropolitan city that offers the best business opportunities. He said that the 
Sindh Transport Department has planned to bring thousands of buses in the city as the department is already working on modern 
BRT system under Red Line, Orange Line, People's Intra-District Bus Service and Yellow Line. 
 
He also offered the Turkish firm head to set up a manufacturing plant in Dhabeji Free Economic Zone. 
 
He said that Sindh government is ready to extend every possible support to Turkish company to invest in public transport sector in 
Karachi. "We are ready to join hands under public-private partnership, Government can provide subsidy on operating and maintenance 
of buses to the company." 
 
The minister said that Pakistan and Turkey enjoy excellent relations and Pakistan wants Turkish companies to invest in Sindh in the 
field of public transport. 
 
Memon said that during his recent visit to Turkey, he met the Turkish Deputy Minister for Transport and invited him to explore 
opportunities in Sindh's public transport sector. 
 
Director Albayrak Group Cemil Senocak said that he, as a representative of his company, feels proud to work in Pakistan. He added 
that his company is also interested in the field of public transport in Karachi, the largest city in Pakistan. 
 
He said that his company will come up with proposals to share with the Sindh transport department. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 14/06/2022) 
 

Karachi gearing up for e-vehicle charging at lightning speeds 
 
Two leading German companies, Audi in collaboration with Siemens unveiled Pakistan’s first and only ultra-rapid DC charging station 
equipped with Siemens SICHARGE D series chargers with speeds up to 160kw at the Libra CNG Station, which is now also known 
as the Libra Charging Hub, in Saddar here on Tuesday. 
 
In his welcome address, Abdul Haseeb Khan, CEO of Libra Energy Solutions, said that his family has been in the oil business for the 
last 50 years now. Then his father, Abdul Sami Khan, started the first Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) station here in the 1990s. And 
now he has also brought in an Electric Vehicle (EV) charging station. 
 
He requested the government for a subsidy to make charging EVs cheaper. He also requested electric pole-mounted transformers 
(PMTs) along highways to make it possible for them install more such charging stations there. “That way you will be able to easily 
drive your EV from here to Murree,” he said. 
 
Pakistan’s first ultra-rapid EV charging station launched 
 
Siemens-Pakistan chief Markus Strohmeier said that he carried the greatest respect for Libra Energy’s initiative for stepping into 
unknown territory back in the 1990s with CNG and now with the charging hub. “Karachi has shown us that it is at the forefront of 
integrating technology.” 
 
Providing some details about their particular charging station, he said that it is the first rapid charger in Pakistan that will take only 15 
minutes to charge bigger cars such as the Audi e-tron and just four or five minutes to charge smaller EVs. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1694807/karachi-gearing-up-for-e-vehicle-charging-at-lightning-speeds
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“Your highways really need to be equipped with such charging stations. It will be a small investment to see the cars move from city to 
city,” he said, while pointing out that there is plenty of vacant land alongside our highways, which can be turned into solar farms. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Karachi Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab said that he was thankful to people like Abdul Sami Khan 
to have thought of CNG over 30 years ago and still adapting to the changing times by turning his CNG station into a charging station. 
 
“I also privately use an EV and want to tell you that those who have moved to these vehicles have cut all their fuel costs. In 2022, fuel 
prices are on an all-time high. And these vehicles are also environment friendly as you always have renewable energy thanks to the 
sun and the wind,” he said. 
 
He said then that as the administrator of Karachi, he can find out about convenient locations in the city for setting up charging hubs. 
“The KMC is with you and we can convince other petrol pumps and gas stations to also turn to this technology. And I can help in policy 
and legislation for this as well as EVs can also help save the environment. For setting up charging hubs along the highway, I can 
speak to the federal government as they are also looking for cost cutting solutions,” he said. 
 
He added that there are several parks here that come under the KMC which they can turn into solar parks. “We are doing this already 
at Kidney Hill and Safari Park in order to bear street light costs,” he said. 
 
Finally, Germany’s Ambassador to Pakistan Hon Bernhard Schlagheck said that he was particularly pleased to be present at the 
inauguration of this example of brand new German innovation. 
 
“The future is electric. We are learning that more and more today in times of climate change and global warming. However, electro-
based mobility also requires a corresponding infrastructure. I am pleased that another step in this direction is being taken here,” he 
said. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 15/06/2022) 
 

Driving wrong-way is violation in Karachi, 4,000 learn the hard way in lock-ups 
 
The number of traffic challans in the metropolis has gone up three time in a month — from 24,265 in April to 61,201 in May — after 
388 traffic police officers, in addition to 90 section officers, have been authorised to issue tickets on traffic violations, it emerged on 
Sunday. 
 
Officials said that the number increased because a special campaign against one-way and wrong-way violations as well as 
unregistered vehicles was also launched, and currently under way, during the same period. 
 
According to traffic police data, in the month of May, 61,201 fines were imposed for non-observance of more than 70 traffic rules, 
while a total of 57,509 challans were imposed collectively in the months of March and April. The number of traffic challans in March 
was 33,244 and 24,265 in April, respectively. 
 
District West topped the chart with 15,692 challans followed by 11,813 in Malir, 8,290 in East, 7,542 in Central, 6,387 in Korangi, 
6,227 in City, and 5,250 in district South. 
 
61,201 violators of over 70 traffic laws fined in May 
 
Over 50,000 fined for one-way violation 
A special drive has also been under way against the one-way and wrong-way violations since May 12, in which so far, a fine of 
Rs12,624,850 has been imposed against 50,755 issued tickets. 
 
A total of 4,012 arrests have also been made and 14,053 vehicles have been detained during the campaign. 
 
DIG-Traffic Ahmed Nawaz Cheema told Dawn that the then city police chief and incumbent Inspector General of Sindh Police, Ghulam 
Nabi Memon, had in February limited the task of imposing challan to 90 Section Officers (SOs), who were solely authorised to book 
citizens for any traffic violation. 
 
He said these 90 SOs had been joined by 388 policemen of assistant sub-inspector, sub-inspector and inspector ranks to ensure 
smooth flow of traffic and issue traffic tickets on violation. 
 
The 388 officers have been given Enforcement Officer (EO) badge for identification and empowered to challan violators of traffic laws, 
which has resulted in a gradual increase in fine imposition. 
 
Before February, more than 1,000 officers were empowered to issue traffic tickets. 
 
“I have heard that earlier every officer used to have a target of 20 challans a day,” the DIG said and added that due to that reason 
they used to overdo sometimes to meet the target and missed the basic function of the department ie to maintain smooth flow of 
traffic. 
 
Fines on moving violations 
“I have told the officers that they are not a revenue collecting authority. Their primary function is to maintain the traffic flow,” he added. 
“To maintain the traffic flow, the officers have been directed to impose fines on moving violations rather than violations which do not 
bother the traffic flow.” 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1695660/driving-wrong-way-is-violation-in-karachi-4000-learn-the-hard-way-in-lock-ups
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He said the examples of moving violations include one-way violation, wrong-way violation, jumping the lights, violating lanes, heavy 
vehicles commuting on the right lane, parking in no-parking area and parking in a manner which affects traffic flow. 
 
To ensure transparency, the DIG-Traffic also directed the officers to record the procedure with their smartphones so that both the 
citizens and the policemen, fearing accountability, respect the rule of law. 
 
30pc of total fine collection goes to traffic police 
When asked whether traffic police get certain a percentage of a challan they impose, he said: “No officer receives any personal reward 
or percentage for a challan. However, 15 per cent of the total collection of fine is the share of the department in the pretext of awards 
for officers in general and 15pc for equipment purchase.” 
 
He said that too was the discretion of the finance department, if they wanted to release it or not. 
 
In the year 2020-21, the due share of the department was Rs113 million, but the finance department did not release anything, he said. 
(By Muhammad Usman Malick Dawn, 13, 20/06/2022) 
 

Wahab tells KMC staff to keep underpasses clear in rain 
 
Administrator Karachi Murtaza Wahab on Sunday directed officers of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) to ensure drainage 
of rainwater from all underpasses of Karachi along with storm drains on time. 
 
"Construction work of Nazimabad underpass will be completed soon. New drainage lines have been laid in Gharibabad, Liaquatabad 
and Nazimabad underpasses. The drainage system has been replaced and the imported nets on top of them are made of metal that 
will not be usable in case of theft," the Administrator said this while inspecting the construction work on the occasion of his visit to 
Nazimabad underpass. 
 
He was accompanied by Municipal Commissioner Afzal Zaidi and concerned officers of Engineering Department. 
 
Wahab said that the three underpasses located in Corridor One are of utmost importance and the traffic in various areas of Karachi 
is running 24 hours a day in these underpasses. 
 
He said that new and beautiful tiles have been liad on the walls of Nazimabad underpasses to make it look beautiful while the lights 
for lighting in the underpasses have also been fixed. 
 
He said that the people have no interest in which area is part of whose responsibility, the people need local government facilities so 
all the institutions should perform their duties together. 
 
Wahab said that at present there are 14 underpasses in Karachi while 46 flyovers as well as 106 major roads. "During rainy days, we 
have to work simultaneously. Drainage of rainwater through 41 major drains and 514 small drains must be ensured," he added. 
 
The Administrator hoped that the citizens of Karachi would face less hardships in the monsoon season this year just like last year. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 20/06/2022) 
 

Structures erected on highways increase risk of accidents 
 
Over the past several decades, public and private institutions in Karachi have normalised the construction of statues and concrete 
structures on major highways. However, these thoughtless constructions, when erected on intersections, are known to create blind 
corners that risk collision cases. 
 
Per an official of the Traffic Engineering Bureau, the construction of signal-free corridors had led to the removal of such structures to 
some extent, but various still remain littered around the city, “while some new structures are also in the works within the boundaries 
of multiple district municipal corporations,” he told. 
 
It is alleged that these structures have been built without consulting the Traffic Engineering Bureau and the traffic police. Per a survey 
conducted by The Express Tribune, a majority of these constructions are centered around areas including Arts Council Chowrangi, 
Fawara Chowk, Haqqani Chowk, Amerali Street, Kishti Chowk Lyari, Cheel Chowk Lyari, Pakistan Chowk, Aath Chowk Lyari, Miran 
Naka, Spencer Eye Hospital, Teen Talwar Intersection, Do Talwar Intersection, Sunset Boulevard, Korangi Road, Akhtar Colony, 
Industrial Area Road, Brooks Chowrangi, Chamra Chowrangi, Beeta Chowrangi, 8 Hazar Korangi Road, Sehba Akhtar Road Gulshan 
Iqbal, Muhammad Ali Society Road, Power House Chowrangi North Karachi, Water Pump, Landi Kotal Road, Zia-ud-Din Hospital 
Chowrangi, Sir Syed College, Nawab Siddique Ali Khan Road, and Mukka Chowk Azizabad. 
 
Speaking on conditions of anonymity, the Traffic Engineering Bureau official further revealed that the concerned management did not 
consult the bureau on most occasions before the construction of these structures. “If any consultation is ever sought, the Traffic 
Engineering Bureau warns the concerned authorities not to build these structures at the main intersections. If it is necessary to build 
a monument, it should be on the side of the road, its height should not exceed three feet and its design should be approved by the 
bureau,” said the official while explaining the building policies. He however added that the local administration has a habit of neglecting 
the traffic bureau’s advice, which has led to an increased number of road accident cases in the city. “All such structures should be 
immediately bulldozed,” he urged. 
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It appears that most existing structures like such are erected in District South and District East of the city. While a new structure is 
also under construction near Spencer’s Eye Hospital in District South. In this regard, The Express Tribune tried to contact District 
Municipal Corporation South’s Administrator Afshan Rubab at her office and on the phone, however, the officer bearer remained out 
of reach, both, in-person and on call. 
 
When probed, District Municipal Corporation East’s Administrator Rehmat Sheikh however said that he has no authority to demolish 
these monuments. “There are no plans to build more structures, while those that are dilapidated are to be removed,” he told The 
Express Tribune. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 14, 21/06/2022) 
 

Working people struggle to afford public transport 
 
In a sprawling urban metropolis like Karachi, which to this day lacks a well-established mass transit system, private buses, rickshaws 
and ride-hailing services account for the most accessible form of public transport. However, the latest surge in petroleum prices, which 
is reflected in transport fares, has made the commute to work an expensive affair for the city’s millions of salaried and working class 
people. 
 
Per rough estimates, transporters in the provincial capital have bumped their price by at least rupees 20 to rupees 50, depending on 
the distance. Owing to which, an average person’s monthly transport bill has reportedly gone up from Rs1,800 to Rs3,000, a price too 
steep for many of the city’s residents. 
 
According to Sharmeen, who is an unpaid intern at a local design firm, going to work everyday in a rickshaw takes her about 45 
minutes and costs Rs1,000 a day for a two-way ride. “I can still afford this somehow, but I think of all the working class people who 
have to run their homes and raise their families. They can’t possibly pay such extortionate fares,” she lamented, adding that she 
herself has been thinking of switching to a motorcycle hailing service which would cost her relatively less than a rickshaw. 
 
However, the city’s transporters say that they aren’t any better off either and the price hikes are barely helping them stay in business.  
 
“Petrol prices have shot to the sky in the last couple of months, so increasing fare was the only way we could make some money at 
the end of the day. Inflation has hit us too and we also have to provide for our family, which is getting more and more difficult every 
day. On top of that, there has been a drop in business too, if the government makes petroleum any more expensive some of us will 
just have to quit this work and look for something else instead of increasing our fares,” commented Qavi, a local rickshaw driver. 
 
Currently, minibuses make for the cheapest available form of public transport for millions of people in the provincial capital. However, 
their fare has also taken wings amid rising inflation, now costing twice as much as what it did only a few months ago. 
 
For Ataullah, a wage labourer from Khyber Pakhtunkhawa who commutes from Liaquatabad No 10 to Tower every day for work, this 
has meant an additional Rs60 to his day’s transport fare. In a month, he has to pay an extra Rs1,800 for essential commute, out of 
his meagre earning of Rs20,000. 
 
“Out of that, I also have to send money home to my family, pay for my rent here, buy food and pay bills. It’s getting impossible to 
mange all of it amid rising inflation,” he lamented. Arif Khan, who is minibus driver confirmed the bump in bus fare, which has been 
adjusted for inflation and rising petroleum prices. “There has been a minimum increase of Rs20 and a maximum increase of Rs40, 
depending on the distance of the stop. But it’s not like we had any other option,” he commented. 
 
At the same time, various ride hailing services, which were keen on offering discounts and boasted affordable packages until sometime 
ago, have also been forced to limit operations, suspend discounts or bump up their prices beyond affordability of an average citizen. 
 
Per Hasan, who is a meagrely-paid cub reporter, motorcycle hailing services have been his go-to option for daily commute. “They 
used to be substantially cheaper and my daily commute from Gulshan to I.I Chundrigar Road and back would cost me between Rs250-
300 a day. Now it costs me around Rs550 to Rs600. About an year ago, I would sometimes also hail a cab from these services on 
days that were too hot to be riding in the sun, it would cost me about Rs350-400 one way. But now I cannot even imagine hailing a 
car as it costs upwards of Rs600-700 per ride and drivers still pester you for a higher fare,” he said. 
 
Speaking in regard to exorbitant public transport fares, Karachi Transport Ittehad President Irshad Bukhari believes that the increase 
has been subject to inflation and petroleum prices. “Petrol and diesel used to go up by Rs10 to Rs15 in several months, so the fare 
would go up by rupees five. However, in the last few months, the price of diesel has gone up by Rs 120 per litre and transporters have 
been forced to raise Rs20-30, which is barely covering overheads. If the prices of petroleum products continue to rise in the same 
way, transporters will be forced to stop their vehicles because an increase of Rs50 to Rs100 cannot be made,” he said. 
 
According to Sindh Chief Minister’s Advisor Waqar Mehdi however, the government has been making every effort to provide relief to 
the people during a global petroleum crisis. “The Department of Transportation is examining the issue of fares. Action will be taken 
against those who are collecting excessive fares. 
 
The transport department will soon fix the fares in collaboration with the transporters. The service of People’s Bus Service will be 
expanded and its fare will be kept to a minimum so that the people can get some relief,” he told The Express Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 27/06/2022) 
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City finally gets modern transport 
 
In a city that has long been bereft of quality transport, commuters can perhaps breathe a sigh of relief as Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari inaugurated the intra-district Peoples Bus Service on Monday. The aim of the mass transit 
system is to facilitate locals of Karachi and provide the metropolis with a desperately-needed public transport infrastructure. 
 
The PPP chief was flanked by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, Transport Minister Sharjeel Memon and Labour Minister 
Saeed Ghani, among others. Under the Peoples Intra District Bus Service project, around 240 air-conditioned buses, imported from 
China, will ply on seven routes in Karachi. 
 
The project will commence operations on Route 1 from Model Colony to Tower, covering a distance of around 29.5 kilometres and 
stop at 38 stations. In the first phase, seven routes have been finalised for Karachi on which 240 buses will operate. 
 
As per the plan, the government will start the same buses next week from North Karachi to Indus Hospital (Korangi) and the route will 
cover a distance of 32.9km. The other routes include Nagan Chowrangi to Singer Chowrangi (Korangi Industrial Area) (33km), North 
Karachi to Dockyard (30.4km), Surjani Town to PAF Masroor (28.2km), Gulshan-e-Bihar (Orangi Town) to Singer Chowrangi (29km), 
and Mosamiyat to Baldia Town (28.9km). 
 
"The buses will be run under a public-private partnership," an official privy to the development revealed. 
 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, along with Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, provincial ministers Sharjeel Inam Memon and Saeed Ghani, 
KMC Administrator Murtaza Wahab and party MPAs travelled in the bus on Sharah-e-Faisal to review the arrangements. 
 
Ahead of the inauguration, Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab told the media that the bus service had become operational from 
Monday and would run from Malir Halt to Tower. "The air-conditioned buses will have free Wi-Fi and wheelchairs for the differently-
abled. "The minimum fare will be Rs25 and maximum Rs50," Wahab stated. 
 
Sharjeel Inam Memon, while speaking to the media, said that the government has started running the first lot of the buses and the 
next batch of 130 buses will be arriving at Karachi port. "We will ban the old buses in Karachi which are causing different kinds of 
pollution." 
 
He said after Karachi, the provincial government's next target is Hyderabad where state-of-the-art BRTs will be launched as its 
paperwork is already underway. 
 
Lack of public transport 
The sprawling urban metropolis of Karachi lacks a well-established mass transit system to this day. It is private buses, rickshaws and 
ride-hailing services which account for the most accessible form of public transport. As per rough estimates, transporters in the 
provincial capital have bumped their fares by at least Rs30 to Rs50, depending on the distance. Owing to this, an average person's 
monthly transport bill has reportedly gone up from Rs1,800 to Rs3,000, a price too steep for many. 
 
Speaking to The Express Tribune, several bus commuters have hailed the latest service as great news for citizens of Karachi. "For 
the last three decades, we had been hearing about the new induction of public services, but this year, we have finally seen it on the 
roads," said Ghazi Khan who works in a semi-government department. 
 
"We had also seen some buses in Mustafa Kamal's tenure, but after a few months, they went missing," he said. 
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 04, 28/06/2022) 
 

Peoples bus service starts commercial operation on one of seven routes 
 
In this era of exquisitely expensive petrol and diesel, when the people of Karachi are also looking around for alternative means of 

transport, there has come a gift by the Sindh 
government in the shape of the 120 brand new 
bright red air-conditioned buses, which started their 
operation as soon as they were inaugurated by 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari here on Monday. 
 
Though he did not have much to say, the young 
foreign affairs minister quickly climbed on the bus 
after carrying out the inauguration. Then he took the 
back seat in the first bus parked in a long row of 
buses on Fatima Jinnah Road and waved out to the 
Karachi media gathered outside. The tinted glass 
was making it difficult to see him very well as the 
bus started moving. 
 
That’s when the media also tried getting on the 
buses behind his. Only six or seven of them were 
successful in hoping inside as the doors jammed 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1697019/peoples-bus-service-starts-commercial-operation-on-one-of-seven-routes
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shut and the buses picked up speed to follow the one in the front with the VIPs, namely Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, Sharjeel 
Memon, Sharmila Farooqi, Saeed Ghani, Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab and others. 
 
Bearing part of Sindh’s ruling political party’s name, the ‘Peoples Bus Service’ is an intra-district bus project. 
 
The buses, imported from China, are quite nice, roomy and comfortable. What’s more they are affordable and accessible, too. The 
bus fare, depending on the distance travelled, is said to vary from Rs25 to Rs50. 
 
There is a section for women in the front, an area for handicapped persons in wheelchairs, a section for families and another for men 
in the back. It is a 29-seater bus with provision for some 25 people to also travel while standing so it has a capacity of around 54 
persons. 
 
Having 38 stations, identified by red markings on the road, the buses will operate on seven routes. 
 
From Model Colony to Tower (29.5 kilometres), from North Karachi to Indus Hospital in Korangi (32.9km), from Nagan Chowrangi to 
Singer Chowrangi in Korangi Industrial Area (33km), from North Karachi to Dockyard (30.4km), from Surjani Town to PAF Masroor 
(28.2km), from Gulshan-i-Bihar in Orangi Town to Singer Chowrangi (29km) and from Mosamiyat to Baldia Town (28.9km). 
 
However, only route one i.e. from Model Colony to Tower was launched on Monday. Remaining six routes will be launched one by 
one after every 10 days. 
 
Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon, who also holds the portfolio of transport, said at the inauguration that the buses have 
inbuilt wifi, mobile phone charging ports and security cameras, too. 
 
“It is a bus for the people of this city that are at par with any international city bus service. I hope the people here will also take care of 
this bus and not litter around in it like you don’t litter around in your home. The PPP government also promises you to bring in more 
such buses and work at bettering the infrastructure,” he said. 
 
A smiling Sharmila Farooqi was spotted taking selfies with the buses. 
 
“I am simply loving it. It is a bus for everyone, including differently-abled persons. As a Karachiite I feel so good and proud today that 
finally we have a great bus system,” she told Dawn, while requesting the citizens of Karachi to take care of the buses. “Keep them 
clean, do not spit paan or betel quid inside. You need to also have the civic sense to deserve this gift,” she said. 
 
Sindh Minister for Labour and Human Resources Saeed Ghani also said that the buses carry more importance for people now with 
the cost of fuel having gone up. “The people, who are feeling the burden of fuel becoming too costly, would probably leave their cars 
and motorcycles at home to take the Peoples Bus to commute. It is a comfortable option for them,” he told Dawn. 
 
“But I still feel that those who can afford to buy petrol or diesel would still prefer travelling by their personal vehicles,” he said. 
 
The buses are hybrid, meaning that they will run on electric battery but switch to fuel when the battery is low. Then as it runs on fuel 
the battery gets charged and then its back to running on battery. 
 
The Sindh government has allocated a sum of Rs4 billion in its budget for the next financial year of 2022-23 for procuring more buses 
to be run in Karachi under the same project. The number of the buses are said to soon be increased to 240. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 28/06/2022) 
 

100 more buses reach Karachi from China 
 
Good news for Karachites as 100 more buses for Peoples Intra-District Bus Service arrived at Karachi Port from China on Tuesday. 
 
According to a statement, Sindh Information and Transport and Mass Transit Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon said that 100 more buses 
of Peoples Intra- District Bus Service from China have reached Karachi port. 
 
Memon said that route one of People's Bus Service has become operational, yesterday and Inshallah, red buses will be seen running 
on route 2 on July 1, while buses will be seen operational on all seven routes in Karachi within two months. 
 
The provincial minister said that Pakistan People's Party is fast-moving to fulfill the promise made to the citizens of Karachi. Soon 
after the launch of the Red Bus Service, Orange Line will also be launched for the citizens of Orangi. 
 
Sharjeel Memon said that a total of 240 modern buses of the Peoples Bus Service have reached Karachi. 
 
He promised the citizens of Karachi that the PPP government will bring thousands of buses in a year or two. Progress has been made 
on setting up a manufacturing plant. 
 
The provincial minister said that the credit for bringing buses goes to PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, former president Asif Ali 
Zardari and Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, the statement said. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 29/06/2022) 
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Karachi’s power vacuum 
 
Karachi is in the grip of a power crisis, and the utility has become a luxury. Surely owing to mismanagement, pilferage and an odd 
distribution system, electricity supply in the country’s biggest metropolitan has become an enigma. This is toiling not only the civic 
peace and comfort hours of the citizens, but also businesses. Prolonged and unannounced interruption in power supply as well as 
voltage fluctuation issues are rife, and Tuesday (June 28) will long be remembered as a day of outrage as more than half of the city 
was devoid of electricity for more than 14 hours. This simply hints at the crisis of governance and the nuisance of ad hocism that has 
subjugated the once ‘city of lights’ into a marginalised dark hole. 
 
Tuesday’s protest must have sent the right signals to the authorities in slumber. Especially the K-Electric management that lives in a 
paranoid world of its own, and is oblivious to the pain that Karachiites have been experiencing for decades. Notwithstanding the power 
shortfall, which has reportedly risen to around 500MW due to inclement hot weather, it is the infrastructure and production that is 
questionable, and needs a thorough scrutiny. This disorder, coupled with a soaring tariff, is testing the patience of consumers. This is 
why the clashes with police on the streets, which led to a casualty too, is the tip of the iceberg of unrest that the citizens are simmering 
with. Last but not least, it is also leading to telecom connectivity failures if load-shedding goes on unabated. 
 
Karachi’s electricity conundrum is in need of a holistic solution. No piecemeal measures will help. First and foremost, the monopoly of 
K-Electric must come to an end, and other competitors ushered in to make room for a fair deal. Likewise, it is high time for parallel 
power generation avenues to be tapped, including solar panels so that they impact favourably on the quality of life and take care of 
budget constraints in these testing times. Power crisis is not merely a domestic consumers’ issue, but also entails broadly on 
production and employment. A grinding halt to businesses and industries, owing to disempowered grids, is a death warrant of the 
economy. Karachi for long has been at the mercy of a jaundiced otherness. End this power vacuum instantly. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 30/06/2022) 
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