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Education crisis 
 
PRIMARY grade students at public schools come mostly from the poor and lower middle classes and speak a range of languages 

as their mother tongue. Unfortunately, when the latter is supplanted by Urdu, English or 
Arabic, the students find it difficult to communicate, let alone grasp knowledge. 
 
Students from elite classes are privileged; they use advanced technology, watch TV at 
home and speak English with their parents and friends. What do their disadvantaged 
peers have to go through? Their schools lack sanitation facilities and potable water; they 
are malnourished, which has a negative impact on their academic growth. Even at that 
age, many of them have to supplement the family income. Before any comparisons are 
made, the public sector should receive more support as an ‘equity measure’. 
 

Improving public education is the only answer, rather than worsening it in the name of privatisation — or selecting the naturally 
gifted to study at elite institutions, as some have proposed. How can those institutes maintain their credibility if only natural talent 
is chosen? Instead, they must admit average and below-average students and make them outstanding. It may put their systems 
to the ultimate test but it must also be realised that it is not that our youngsters themselves are below par; rather, it is the badly 
managed educational system, which limits their abilities. 
 
Picking up natural talent and turning it into a brand will only intensify social stratification. Our English monarchs used the same 
strategy — constructing certain elite institutes to train students who would carry on their legacy. “I know my children are not 
brilliant and may not count in higher positions, but they will have powerful acquaintances, since this college has produced all the 
prominent people,” a father once observed. 
 
What do disadvantaged students have to go through? 
 
Since independence, those in power have represented the same elite-grown entities. What revolutionary services are available 
for the common man, especially in terms of education? We continue to think and act in the same way, polarising society and 
using education as a means to do so. Fee tokens for students in private schools, for example, ‘legalises’ education as a 
commodity, which further strengthens power centres, all the time focusing more on ‘power as knowledge’ rather than ‘knowledge 
as power’. Education — quality education — is a fundamental human right that cannot be denied. More significantly, it is the 
obligation of the state’s public schools, and not the private institutions, to educate our children. 
 
What should change is the key question. A systemic overhaul from the top to the bottom tier is required. Shouldn’t it begin with 
an educationist as the education minister? On a lighter note, if there is not one in the political lot, then we’d better import one…. 
 
Let us consider the asymmetries in competence at the highest level, when an officer has sole control of everything — from 
transfer/posting to policy formation. The officer may not be incompetent, but poor systemic arrangements will cut his talent down 
to size. 
 
Is it logical to push a person to serve in completely different disciplines for varying lengths of times — from Customs and narcotics, 
to education, followed by agriculture? How can we make sustainable plans and policies if an officer cannot be retained in a single 
sector for a longer term? Can’t we have specialised authorities in charge of education for the duration of their service? 
 
Similarly, there is a need to revisit teachers’ appointments, promotions, and age of retirement. For example, ‘age-based’ 
promotion does not make sense. One study found that students learn more from younger teachers than from older teachers, 
while we pay older teachers more and promote them to higher grades. 
 
Another debate is whether every person requires formal education and whether we can assure this, given the high rate of 
population expansion. A proportion of the people may benefit from vocational education to become entrepreneurs and contribute 
to the economy. China’s success, among other factors, rests on expanding vocational opportunities for its common citizens, using 
schools as the primary mechanism for offering open and flexible vocational education based on a government-market link. Their 
houses are small industrial enterprises that contribute significantly to the local economy. 
 
Opening a number of private schools would suit the philanthropist, not the state. States establish systems, develop and implement 
accountability measures, and ensure strict compliance. Our most common dilemma is viewing education in isolation from the 
socioeconomic, sociopolitical, and sociocultural landscape in terms of learning design and supportive mechanisms. We hear all 
the time that political stability is positively correlated with economic stability, and that is indeed the case. The same can be said 
for education, which has sadly fallen out of sight. 
(By Nazir A. Jogezai Dawn, 07, 02/01/2023) 
 

School building rented out to tenants 
 
One of the two buildings on a government school premises in the metropolitan city has been rented out to tenants by a contractor, 
which shows sheer negligence of the Sindh School Education Department. 
 
The Express Tribune has learnt that the building, located in Federal B Area Block 10, is meant for two schools, Ebrahim Alibhai 
Boys Secondary School and Azizabad School No 10. 
 
However, all the students have been shifted to the old primary school building as the secondary section has been rented out by 
a contractor to tenants. Two classes are clubbed to accommodate students in one class, while some classes have been shifted 
to the storeroom of the building. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1729497/education-crisis
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When contacted by The Express Tribune, Muhammad Khurshid, Headmaster of 
Ebrahim Alibhai Boys Secondary School, said that they have repeatedly taken up the 
issue with the Town Officer. 
 
“The building was handed over to the contractor for construction and repairs, but he 
has not returned the possession to the Sindh School Education Department,” Khurshid 
said. “Now some families live on the upper floor of the building,” he added. 
 
According to the contractor, the department has not paid him for all the constructions 
and repairs and he would not return the building until all his outstanding dues were 
cleared. 
 

Meanwhile, a female teacher in the Government Primary School Azizabad No. 10 said that they do not have enough space to 
accommodate all the students and they are forced to conduct a class in the store room. “Earlier, Nursery and KG classes used 
to share one room, but since toddlers are noisy, Nursery section has been merged with fifth grade because there is no space 
available,”  
 
she said. “Similarly, Class 1 and 2 students share one room, and Class 3 and 4 also share one room,” she added. 
 
Another teacher said that it was impossible for students to study in this environment. “There is only one blackboard in the class. 
Half of which is used by the teacher of one class while the other half is used by the teacher of the other class,” she complained. 
 
“Student cannot focus as two teachers teach in the same room to two different classes. Moreover, trucks, rickshaws and other 
vehicles are parked in the school grounds.” When the issue was brought into the notice of Director of School High and Higher 
Secondary Education, Farnaz Riaz, by The Express Tribune, he directed one of his female officers to visit the school and submit 
a report. Riaz said that he would bring the issue into the notice of senior department officers and would do what they can for the 
students as soon as possible. 
 
On the other hand, Director of Primary School Lubni Salahuddin did not receive the call when The Express Tribune tried to contact 
her for her version. 
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 05, 12/01/2023) 
 

KU inducts eight new buses to ease chronic transport crisis 
 
Students risking their life every day in commuting to Karachi University (KU) might get some relief in coming days as eight new 
buses purchased by the university a year back were finally added to its transport fleet on Tuesday. 
 
Sources said the buses were purchased last year in February under a project approved by the Higher Education Commission 
(HEC) in 2017. Their induction was delayed for want of registration and insurance. 
 
According to university officials, this is the first time that buses were “purchased” by the university. Earlier, KU used to get buses 
in donation. 
 
“Their induction was delayed due to lack of registration and insurance. We had been waiting for the release of funds which have 
now been made available by the university’s finance department,” Dr Qadeer Mohammad Ali, looking after the university’s 
transport, explained. 
 
He agreed with concerns over a dilapidated transport system that endangers students’ life daily and said this new induction was 
absolutely insufficient. 
 
“The current fleet only provides transport to six per cent of the students. I must say if successive university administrations had 
inducted only two to three new buses every year that wouldn’t have been a burden on the university’s resources, students would 
have received a better transport service today,” he said. 
 
Dr Qadeer recalled that the university used to run 60 point buses for 15,000 students in the 1980s. “Even, the situation in the 
1980s was better than today when we had 30 buses for 43,000 students. Unfortunately, successive administrations hadn’t given 
any consideration to this key need, though students’ number increased dramatically over the years,” he shared. 
 
Meanwhile, the university administration held a ceremony on the campus to officially induct the buses. “I hope that with the 
addition of these new buses, the existing travel facilities will be further enhanced,” he said, while appreciating the transport 
department’s efforts in this regard. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 18/01/2023) 
 

Schools selling warm clothing warned 
 
The Directorate of Inspection/Registration of Private Institutions Sindh has warned all private school administrations making their 
students buy uniform articles from their own shops of dire consequences. 
 
In a notification shared on Wednesday, Additional Director of Registration Rafia Javed has said that they have been receiving 
complains from a considerable number of parents of children going to a different schools that they are being forced to purchase 
warm clothes such as sweaters, coats, blazers and socks even from their own schools or a particular shop. 
 
The students are also being threatened by the administrations of such schools that they will not be allowed to enter the school 
premises if they fail to do so. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1732231/ku-inducts-eight-new-buses-to-ease-chronic-transport-crisis
https://www.dawn.com/news/1732392/schools-selling-warm-clothing-warned
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The directorate ordered the practice to be stopped immediately as purchasing the warm items from the concerned shops is in 
serious violation of the instructions issued by the it from time to time. 
 
“The violators, therefore, shall be dealt with severely with strict action initiated against the schools as per the existing rules,” the 
notification read. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 19/01/2023) 
 

KU welcomes new students with old tradition 
 
Distinguished graduates of the Karachi University (KU), members of the university alumni association, teaching and non-teaching 

staff members, along with administrative officials celebrated Youm-i-Jamia on 
Wednesday by according a warm welcome to the newly enrolled students and 
their parents at the Silver Jubilee Gate. 
 
The event was jointly organised by Unikarians International — KU alumni 
association — and the university administration. 
 
Part of the event was an orientation programme held adjacent to the 
administrative block followed by introductory lectures in the departments. 
 
Organised every year, the Youm-i-Jamia at the KU campus constitutes a unique 
gathering wherein newly enrolled students, along with the graduates, teachers, 

alumni and the vice chancellor follow the 30 Huffaz-i-Quran from the Silver Jubilee Gate while reciting the Holy Quran and reach 
the administrative block. 
 
KU Students’ Adviser Dr Syed Asim Ali briefed the audience about how university was shifted to the existing place, while 
highlighting the importance of the day and sharing moments from its glorious past. 
 
“The University of Karachi is mini Pakistan, as it has students from every corner of the country,” said KU Vice Chancellor Prof 
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi while welcoming students and their parents to the university. 
 
He added that this distinction was not achieved by any other university in the country. He informed the audience that due to 
limited resources available, access to higher education was not easy for everyone. 
 
“You are lucky to have the opportunity to get higher education. Success is not based on desire, but hard work,” he added. 
 
He said the university had always been trying to enlighten the youth of Pakistan with the pursuit of knowledge. 
 
In his remarks, Arts Council president Ahmed Shah said that modern technology had made things easy and now students could 
access information from multiple sources. 
 
“My request to teachers is to not let the creativity of the students die and ask them to encourage students to share their thoughts 
in the classrooms.” 
 
Unikarians International President Prof Ejaz Ahmed Faruqi said: “You are lucky to have entered the largest university in Pakistan. 
Now, you need to focus your full attention on education and the job of university is to build your personality apart from education 
and when you graduate from here, you will realise how much your personality has improved with your degree.” 
 
The president of Karachi University Teachers’ Association, Professor Dr Solaha Rahman, while welcoming the new students on 
behalf of all the teachers, said that KU was an institution of higher education and research that had a special place in society due 
to its high status. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 19/01/2023) 
 

‘Underprivileged have right to 10% seats in private schools for free’ 
 
Sindh Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah has said that all the private educational institutions are bound to provide free 
education to at least 10 per cent of total seats to deserving children. Notices in this regard have been sent to all the schools to 
implement these orders. 
 
Talking to The Express Tribune, he said that some schools have implemented this order, while some have not yet. Strict action 
will be taken against those who are not following these orders. 
 
The minister mentioned that complaints have also been received that most of the private school teachers are being paid only 
Rs8,000 to Rs10,000 as monthly wages, while the Sindh government has set Rs25,000 as minimum salary. 
 
He said the Sindh government will force the private schools to ensure payment of a minimum salary of Rs25,000 to each teacher. 
 
At the same time, the government is working on transgender policy which will be announced soon. 
 
Shah further said that there is a dire need to upgrade primary schools. This is the problem across the country that children cannot 
continue their education after primary school due to lack of schooling. Elementary schools will be opened instead of primary 
schools to improve the education system across Sindh. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1732394/ku-welcomes-new-students-with-old-tradition
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He mentioned, there are 35,000 primary schools while there are only 3,500 elementary and high schools in Sindh. This raises 
the issue that where 35,000 students will go after completing their primary education. In this regard, an upgradation policy has 
been approved and its implementation has started, he said. 
 
Shah mentioned that the government is paying special attention to the education and training of transgender people. For the first 
time in the province, the policy of giving basic rights to transgenders will be introduced so that they can have equal rights and 
become useful citizens in society. 
 
In order to promote the education of female students, the minister said that a strategy has been formulated through private 
partnership to provide travel facilities to female students in Sindh. A shuttle service will be run for the female students from the 
educational institutions to their home towns covering a distance of 30 kilometers so that the female students do not face any 
problem in commuting. 
 
Sardar Shah said that according to a survey, 12,000 schools have been partially damaged while 7,500 schools have been 
completely destroyed due to the rains and floods in the province. 
 
Education of 2.3 million children has been affected due to floods, he said. 
(By Ayesha Khan Ansari The Express Tribune, 05, 20/01/2023) 
 

School registration suspended after it punished student for speaking in Urdu 
 
The Directorate of Inspection/Registration of Private Schools Sindh on Monday suspended the registration of a private school for 
humiliating its student for speaking in national language Urdu. 
 
The issue came to light after the child’s father came to pick him up from school and saw his son’s face with a blackening mark 
on his cheek on Friday (January 27), the last day of the week. 
 
Ten-year-old Moosa Atif, a student of class five at the Civilizations Public School, a private English-medium school situated in 
Block-J of North Nazimabad, had been found talking in Urdu by his teacher Sadaf Mateen to be then taken to task by her. She 
drew a black ink mark on the boy’s face and told the other students to laugh at him. 
 
Finding his son distraught, Atif Pervaiz, the father, tried complaining to the school management but to no avail. He said that he 
was disallowed to speak to the school management at the time so he took to social media. He recorded a small video of his son 
with his face blackened and of the school where he was humiliated. He could only include a clip of the school’s car parking as he 
was not permitted to go beyond it. Then he posted it on YouTube the very next day. 
 
Taking notice of the incident, Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah ordered an inquiry to look into the matter. After completion 
of the inquiry, and looking at the findings to the inquiry committee, the Directorate of Education issued the following statement: 
 
“The accusation of applying blackness on the face of student Moosa by his teacher is correct. Indeed, the teacher in question 
punished the student for not speaking in English, which is quite in contradiction of the feeling of patriotism and love for the national 
language. The administration of the school failed to handle the situation or deal with the parents on their complaint properly.” 
 
In view of this, the Directorate of Education suspended Civilizations Public School’s registration with immediate effect till further 
orders. A disciplinary fine amounting to Rs100,000 has also been imposed on the school. However, the school administration 
has accepted the resignation tendered by the teacher concerned after having issued her a show cause notice. 
 
According to a statement issued by a member of the school’s board of directors, the Civilizations Public School takes great pride 
in being one the few educational institutions to promote, encourage and celebrate Urdu. Its role in promoting Urdu is unmatched 
in the country. 
 
“In the last few years, the school has organised four mushairas and poets such as Iftikhar Arif, Fehmida Riaz and Amjad Islam 
Amjad have read their poetry to audiences in thousands which included students, faculty, staff, guests and members of the media. 
The coverage of these events is publicly available. Books by Urdu masters such as Mushtaq Yousufi, Patras Bukhari and Ibn-i-
Insha comprise the entirety of our Urdu curriculum. Lines from Faiz, N.M. Rashid and Majaaz often echo through the corridors 
and auditoriums.” 
 
“The School in no way promotes English over Urdu. The regrettable incident that took place on January 27 is against the school’s 
ethos, ideology, philosophy and spirit. We are a considerate and empathetic institution that does not condone or allow anyone to 
embarrass a student. You are welcome to come to our next Urdu event and witness the school’s culture.” 
 
“The teacher who took the wrong step is no longer part of the school and her resignation has been accepted. 
 
“The faculty and staff are fully trained and socialised to embrace diversity and a multilingual environment.” 
 
“We hope to continue to produce the next generation of leadership and further our mission of celebrating our Urdu heritage,” the 
statement concluded. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 14, 31/01/2023) 
 

Registration of another school suspended over corporal punishment in Karachi 
 
The Directorate of Inspection/Registration of Private Schools Sindh on Wednesday suspended the registration of another private 
school, this time in Korangi, for resorting to harsh corporal punishment, which resulted in fracturing a student’s elbow. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1734450/school-registration-suspended-after-it-punished-student-for-speaking-in-urdu
https://www.dawn.com/news/1734791/registration-of-another-school-suspended-over-corporal-punishment-in-karachi
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Abdul Rafay, a class seven student at Al-Seher Academy Secondary School in Korangi-3, was beaten so badly by his class 
teacher, identified as Hafsa, that his right elbow was fractured. 
 
Following a complaint lodged with the boy’s father Mohammed Rizwan to the directorate of inspection, an inquiry committee 
comprising the officers of the directorate visited the school to conduct a probe into the matter. 
 
According to their findings, the facts provided to them by the student’s father were correct and the school violated the Sindh 
Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Act 2016. Therefore, its registration certificate has been suspended till further orders. 
 
A disciplinary fine of Rs25,000 has also been imposed on the school. The school shall also bear all the expenditure incurred on 
Abdul Rafay’s medical treatment. 
 
On Jan 30, the directorate had suspended the registration of the Civilizations Public School, a private English-medium school 
situated in Block-J of North Nazimabad, for humiliating a student for speaking in national language Urdu. 
 
The directorate had conducted an inquiry in which it was proved that the accusation of applying blackness on the face of the 
student by his teacher for not speaking in English was correct. It suspended the registration of the school and imposed a 
disciplinary fine of Rs100,000 on the school. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 02/02/2023) 
 

Complex teaching problems can’t be fixed by pay rises, moot told 
 
The closing session of the first two-day conference on teacher education titled ‘Preparing Teachers for the 21st Century: 

Synergies and Challenges’ organised by Durbeen at the Government 
Elementary College of Education (GECE) in Hussainabad on Friday had 
panellists look at teaching and why it was no longer a profession of choice. 
 
Moderating the discussion, CEO of Durbeen Salma Alam set the ball rolling by 
pointing out that the problems with teaching in Pakistan were complex and 
could not be fixed by just raising the salaries of teachers. 
 
Unilever CEO Amer Paracha pointed out that it was not just in Pakistan, but the 
teaching profession was losing attraction globally. “Teaching is a profession 
associated with prestige and respect, but it is now commoditised and 
commercialised. There is a need for rebranding of teaching but as a nation and 

a country have we worked on rebranding teaching?” He asked. 
 
“Do doctors choose to be doctors because they like patients? No, it is because the profession is a noble one and gets you respect 
in society. It also pays well,” he said. 
 
Founder and CEO of Tabadlab Mosharraf Zaidi said that teaching was a profession and not a core social function. “This function 
begins with your parents, your elders, who are your principal teachers. But we now have a social expectation from teachers. And 
so teachers run polio campaigns, work during elections and they also get shot at. But just because you pay them salaries and 
pensions doesn’t mean that you own teachers. 
 
Experts discuss teachers’ and education issues at Durbeen conference 
 
“Then the social measures are also changing as more and more people are leaving their homes after getting married. Their 
children don’t have the same relationship with their grandparents, their aunts and uncles,” he said. 
 
Geo director Muaaz Ahsan said that the best minds did not want to be associated with teaching. “You need to attract value to a 
profession. But that value doesn’t have to be money. The value needs to be associated with. Unfortunately, we as a society have 
learned to throw money at problems,” he said, adding that sending your children to a great school is not enough because all 
children cannot attend the same school and they may come to harm those who have what they didn’t have. 
 
He also said that a government school teacher gets three times the salary of a private school teacher and still even a low cost 
private school has better learning outcomes than a government school. 
 
Salma Ahmed Alam spoke about Durbeen’s six-year-old journey and their free of cost four-year BEd (Hons) programme for girls 
who are passionate about raising the standard of education offered by government schools. The cutting-edge programme 
developed by the University of Karachi features innovations in pedagogy and assessment brought in by the University of Helsinki 
and Durbeen. “Graduates are committed to using their education and experience in government schools, where they will work 
for at least three years upon graduation,” she said. 
 
“Durbeen is also working with the Sindh Government to establish a licensing exam as a measure of the quality of teachers being 
hired. This licensing exam is being jointly developed by the Sindh Teachers Education Development Authority (STEDA), the Aga 
Khan University-Institute of Educational Development (AKU-IED) and Durbeen. The intent behind this effort is to ensure that 
qualified and capable teachers are inducted and entrants are incentivised to seek professional training before applying for 
teaching jobs in government schools. Graduates of the BEd program offered by GECE, Hussainabad and the other teacher 
training colleges in Sindh will take this exam and successful applicants will be recruited to 700 posts created especially for this 
purpose,” she added. 
 
Sindh Minister for Education Sardar Ali Shah delivered the closing address. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1735222/complex-teaching-problems-cant-be-fixed-by-pay-rises-moot-told
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He almost made the entire audience fall off their seats laughing when he narrated how when he announced somewhere about 
licensing for teachers and some news channel gave the ‘breaking news’ that the Sindh government was issuing weapon licences 
to teachers. 
“I can only say it happened due to lack of education,” he said. 
 
About Durbeen, he said that the public-private partnership was heading towards excellence in teaching. “When I became the 
education minister in 2018, I looked at all the laws passed by the national and provincial assemblies that had anything to do with 
education. I came upon laws passed as far back as in 2011, which had not been implemented as yet. When I questioned this, I 
was removed from my position for two years. Returning back, I sat down with Shehzad Roy of Zindagi Trust and Salma Alam of 
Durbeen to establish a licensing exam as a measure of the quality of teachers being hired. This licensing exam is being jointly 
developed by STEDA, the AKU-IED and Durbeen,” he said. 
 
Mohammad Ali Tabba, Chief Executive Officer of Lucky Cement Ltd, and Chairman of Habib Bank Limited Sultan Ali Allana also 
spoke. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 14, 04/02/2023) 
 

Students suffer as teachers boycott classes at Karachi University 
 
Amid silence from the official quarters over students’ academic loss, teachers at Karachi University (KU) went ahead with 
their planned protest and observed a complete boycott of classes and labs on Tuesday over administration’s prolonged delay in 
holding selection boards for appointments pending since 2019. 
 
Sources said the attendance of students was thin as the majority of them being aware of the heightened situation on the campus 
preferred to stay away from the university. 
 
The day, the sources said, also saw the Karachi University Teachers’ Society (Kuts) engaged in intensive efforts to get support 
from other stakeholders on their demands. 
 
“Today, we have launched a consultation process with associations representing non-teaching staff members and student bodies 
and received a very positive response,” Dr Faizan Naqvi representing Kuts told Dawn, adding that the meetings attracted a large 
number of teachers, students and other employees. 
 
According to him, the attendees included representatives of the United Officers’ Association, Mulazmeen Ittehad, Voice of 
Centres, Insaf Pasand Group, Balochistan Student Front, Imamia Students Organisation, Pakhtun Students Council, All Pakistan 
Mohajir Students Organisation and Islami Jamiat Talaba. 
 
“They all expressed solidarity with teachers and supported their stance over delayed selection boards and the university’s financial 
crisis. Representatives of the non-teaching staff members were of the opinion that they should forget conflicts of the past and get 
united for a larger cause,” Dr Naqvi shared. 
 
Representatives of the teachers’ society would be meeting the city chief of the Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) Hafiz Naeemur Rehman on 
Wednesday (today) to apprise him of the prevailing situation at KU, he said. 
 
Students’ bodies dismayed over situation 
However, representatives of the JI at the KU expressed their dismay over the campus situation which resulted in students’ loss. 
 
“This situation is causing academic and financial loss to students who pay six-month semester fees in advance. We demand that 
teachers withdraw this boycott and resume their academic activities,” stated Engineer Osama Aqil in a press statement. 
 
He also criticised the government and university administration for failing to address the genuine grievances of teachers and the 
non-teaching staff. 
 
Expressing resentment over the teachers’ boycott of classes, the Peoples Students Federation (PSF) announced to hold a protest 
on Wednesday on the campus. 
 
“Teachers are enjoying their time at home while students hailing from far-flung areas have been deprived of their precious 
academic time. This must end,” said a PSF statement. 
 
The KU teachers have been demanding the start of the appointment process for the posts advertised in 2019. The situation took 
a serious turn last year when the secretary of universities and boards declared proceedings of the selection boards null and void 
on grounds that the vice chancellor needed to take prior permission for the process from the provincial government. The demand 
remained unaddressed the whole year. 
 
Last week, the teachers started a partial boycott of classes, which then turned into a complete suspension of academic and 
administrative activities this week. 
 
A day earlier, Kuts passed a unanimous resolution threatening the vice chancellor with a movement seeking his resignation if he 
failed to meet the demands by Friday (Feb 17). The demands now include payment of salaries to the newly-appointed teachers 
at the mass communication department. 
 
“Teachers believe that the vice chancellor has failed to deliver. It’s not an issue of having authority, but rather an intention in 
holding the selection boards,” said senior KU teacher Dr Riaz Ahmed. 
 
The vice chancellor, he alleged, had systematically nullified steps taken to pave the way for new appointments and promotions. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1737211/students-suffer-as-teachers-boycott-classes-at-karachi-university
https://www.dawn.com/news/1737010/ku-teachers-to-observe-complete-boycott-of-classes-from-today
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While the teachers were united under the banner of Kuts, the sources said, there were several groups operating on the campus 
representing the non-teaching employees, who had an estimated strength of 3,000-plus members. 
 
Speaking to this reporter on the condition of anonymity, a few representatives expressed their grievances against Kuts and said 
that it had “used” the non-teaching staff members for their cause in the past. 
 
“But, we believe that it’s time to bury the hatchet and let’s move forward with a common agenda,” he said. 
 
Sharing his opinion on Kuts’ struggle, Dr Muhammad Hasan Auj representing the KU Officers’ Welfare Association said: “We 
believe that we shouldn’t go to that extent (to demand the vice chancellor’s resignation) as he doesn’t have the authority to make 
appointments.” 
 
Iftikhar Ahmed of Insaf Group said that it had offered “conditional support” to Kuts. 
 
“We have assured the society of our full support if our pressing issues are made part of teachers’ demands. We hold the director 
of finance responsible for our woes,” he said, adding that the promotion of 600 to 700 employees had been pending since 2016. 
 
The situation had developed to that extent as the university had stopped holding meetings of the finance committee, he said. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 15/02/2023) 
 

Over 1,900 acres of Sindh University under occupation, PA told 
 
The Sindh Assembly on Tuesday was informed that around 1,900 acres of Sindh University’s over 10,000 acres had been 
encroached upon. 
 
While furnishing a statement and replies of lawmakers’ written and verbal questions during Question Hour, Universities & Boards 
Minister Mohammad Ismail Rahoo said that residential structures had been built on the encroached land of the university. 
 
He said that the Universities & Board Department had written to several departments for the retrieval of the land, adding that the 
revenue department had made wrong records at some places and their cases were pending disposal with courts. 
 
He said that the illegal occupation of the university land had begun in 1960, but no land was encroached since the PPP was in 
power in the province. 
 
He said that the department had decided to construct a boundary wall around the entire land of the university. 
 
Responding to a question asked by Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s Rabistan Khan, the minister said that 910 acres were encroached 
upon in Deh Khanpur Jagir, 782 acres in Deh Railo, 114 in Deh Mooroh Jabal and 19 in Deh Sonwather. 
 
Replying to a question asked by Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan Mangla Sharma, he said that the University of Sindh was 
not offering any degree programme in ‘counter violent extremism’. 
 
He said that no university in the country or abroad had stated any such degree programme as yet. 
 
However, he said, Sindh Madressatul Islam University, Karachi, and Sukkur IBA University were intending to introduce counter 
violent extremism programmes. 
 
When asked by MQM-P’s Sadaqat Hussain, the minister said that the post of the chairman of educational board was advertised 
in newspapers and the interviews were conducted by the search committee after shortlisting three top-ranking candidates who 
had been proposed to the appointing authority for selection. 
 
As for posting of controller of examination at the Board of Secondary Education Karachi, he said that the post was also advertised 
in newspapers. 
 
Replying to a verbal query, Ismail Rahoo said that the matric and intermediate boards were separate in Karachi only, while there 
were joint educational boards for matric and intermediate in other divisions of the province. 
 
350,000 registered in ninth and tenth classes 
 
Responding to another supplementary question, he said that over 350,000 students were registered in ninth and tenth classes in 
Karachi. 
 
He said that there were some complaints of using unfair means and leakage of question papers and the department had initiated 
action against six officials. 
 
Replying to a verbal question asked by MQM-P Mangla Sharma, the minister said that there were 11 public universities in the 
province in 2008 when the PPP came to power. 
 
“We have established 16 more public universities in the province during the past 14 years,” he added. 
 
As for the poor results of matric examination in Karachi, the minister said that his department was responsible for conducting 
examination only. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 15/02/2023) 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1737204/over-1900-acres-of-sindh-university-under-occupation-pa-told
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Crisis at KU deepens as teachers’ boycott continues 
 
Thousands of students of Karachi University continued to suffer for the second consecutive day on Wednesday due to a complete 
boycott by varsity’s teachers. 
 
The boycott continued despite the fact that the Sindh chief minister granted KU permission to hold selection boards. 
 
Asked whether teachers would continue their protest as permission for the selection boards have been officially granted, Dr 
Ghufran Alam, the vice president of the Karachi University Teachers’ Society (Kuts), said the body had demanded a schedule for 
the selection boards from the vice chancellor. 
 
“We are waiting for a complete schedule of the selection boards per our demand. So far, we haven’t received any positive signal 
from the administration,” he said. 
 
Also on Wednesday, a group of students belonging to the Peoples Students Federation (PSF) held a demonstration outside the 
university’s administration block. 
 
The chanted slogans against the protesting teachers for what they called paralysing the varsity for their vested interests. Later, 
they dispersed peacefully. 
 
Secretary blames VC for delay 
Universities and Boards Secretary Mureed Rahimoon on Wednesday blamed the KU vice chancellor for delaying the 2019 
selection boards that had brought about a complete halt to academic activities on the campus this week. 
 
Speaking to Dawn, he squarely blamed the university administration for the prevailing unrest on the campus. 
 
“The chief minister has granted the permission [today] the university has requested for the selection boards. There was absolutely 
no delay on our part,” Mr Rahimoon claimed. 
 
According to him, the university administration approached the department for permission in November last year but without 
sharing required information. “This detailed information about the selection boards was finally provided last week in the required 
format. We have nothing to do with the prevailing situation.” 
 
He cited examples of other universities where the selection boards were being held smoothly after getting permission for the 
same from the chief minister. 
 
The secretary also rejected the impression that the provincial department had any role to play in the new appointments being 
unnecessarily delayed at KU’s mass communication department. 
 
Meanwhile, Jamat-i-Islami’s Karachi chief Hafiz Naeemur Rehman met a delegation of Kuts and backed their demands. 
 
“The provincial government is usurping powers of KU to bring about a system serving its interests. The entire infrastructure of the 
university has collapsed and teachers are on strike but there is no one to look into this mess,” the JI chief said. 
 
“We support teachers’ demands and will fight for the cause of education. But, we don’t support the strike, causing suffering to 
students,” he said. 
 (By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 16/02/2023) 
 

President takes notice of ‘irregularities’ in Urdu University 
 
President Dr Arif Alvi on Friday expressed his dismay over an inordinate delay in filling the vacant posts of members of the Senate 
of the Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology (FUUAST). 
 
The president called upon the authorities to initiate the process for appointments before the expiry of the tenure of the forum 
concerned, or the retirement of the office-bearers, to avoid further delay in all important matters. 
 
The president expressed these views while presiding over a meeting of the Senate of Urdu University here at Sindh Governor 
House on Friday. 
 
Higher Education Commission chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, acting FUUAST Vice Chancellor Prof Dr M Ziauddin, members of 
the university senate and representatives of the ministry of federal education and professional training attended the meeting. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the president said that FUUAST was a prestigious higher education institution of Karachi and stressed 
the need to address its various issues to ensure smooth functioning of the administrative and academic wings of the institution. 
 
He said the federal education ministry should fast-track the process of nominations without any further delay. 
 
The president also took notice of the findings of the HEC committee which pointed out irregularities in the selection and 
appointment of academic and administrative officials, and other matters and instructed the university administration to submit a 
detailed report and fix responsibility against those who committed the irregularities. 
 
The HEC chairman briefed the meeting about the inquiry committee report and the irregularities in the university. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1737372/crisis-at-ku-deepens-as-teachers-boycott-continues
https://www.dawn.com/news/1737732/president-takes-notice-of-irregularities-in-urdu-university
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FUUAST Senate members said that all the important forums including the Senate and academic council should be made fully 
functional to take timely and prompt decisions. 
(By APP Dawn, 13, 18/02/2023) 
 

Right to education 
 
In 2022, the National Commission on the Rights of Child revealed that as many as 22.8 million Pakistani children between 5 and 
16 years of age were out of school. This bleak figure should have compelled the government to mull over the issue and devise a 
strategy to bring children back to school. Alas, improving education is rarely a government priority. Recently, the First Lady, 
Begum Samina Arif Alvi, opened an education centre in Multan to provide free education to children of the dwellers of the husk 
cottage settlements. She emphasised the need to bring children back to school to boost the country’s socioeconomic 
development. 
 
This move serves as a good example to increase collaboration between the government and non-governmental organisations as 
the project is headed by a private non-profitable organisation based in Multan. The organisation will provide free education to 
250 children and shelter to 29 families. Given the enormity of Pakistan’s educational crisis, the Ministry of Education should 
involve provincial education departments, non-governmental, and grassroots organisations to address the different challenges. 
Local community leaders and teaching staff who are more familiar with the day-to-day problems should be included as well. 
 
A lack of government facilitation, misappropriation of funds, and poor outreach are some of the main reasons why many children 
remain out of school. Endeavours such as the one in Multan aim to support families and offer education to their children. Perhaps, 
a similar approach should be adopted in other parts of the country to prepare tailored or targeted educational reforms to 
encourage children to return to school and stay in education. Low-income and impoverished families will need to be incentivised 
and malpractices such as ghost schools will need to be tackled head-on. The country will be met with a tragic fate if it fails to 
guarantee quality primary and secondary schooling for the younger generations and improve higher education attainment. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 27/02/2023) 
 
 
 

Students in Karachi miss school day due to confusion caused by official silence 
 
A significant number of students missed a school day on Monday because of the confusion that prevailed throughout the Sunday 

night and Monday morning as to whether to go or 
send children to school or not only because of the 
silence and failure of the Sindh government to 
come up with a timely public announcement. 
 
There was also a confusion as to why the schools 
might be closed as on one hand there was a call 
for a country-wide shutter-down strike given by a 
political party due to rising fuel costs and 
skyrocketing prices and on the other the vice 
chairman of a private schools association was 
gunned down on Sunday evening. 
 
As it is due to the shutter down strike, petrol 
pumps were also said to remain closed. And due 
to this the school vans and pickups were already 
unwilling to drive children to and fro. 
 
Parents were already feeling the burden of 

dropping their kids to school and also picking them up on a day of a strike. 
 
There was no official notification or announcement regarding the matter from the government till the small hours of Monday 
morning indicating that the schools were expected to remain open. 
 
Uncertainty after TLP’s strike call coincides with murder of educationist 
 
The education department made the announcement very late in the night between Sunday and Monday that no decision was 
taken to close the schools. 
 
“There was too much uncertainty around what to do regarding sending children to school or not. The schools themselves seemed 
confused and were not giving a clear answer till late night. Things were not very clear in the morning as well so I decided to just 
keep them at home for a day,” one parent told Dawn. 
 
All schools of the city are members of different private school associations. 
 
It was evident that after the unfortunate incident of the murder of the vice chairman of the Federation of Private Schools, Khalid 
Raza, their schools were to remain shut in mourning. But were the other private school associations also with them in their grief, 
no one was sure about this. 
 
Danish uz Zaman, chairman of the Private Schools Management Association, said that in support of the grieving private school 
association they kept all their schools closed. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1739514/students-in-karachi-miss-school-day-due-to-confusion-caused-by-official-silence
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“There were multiple things happening together so I guess parents got confused. But all our schools had informed parents by 
whatever means they usually use, be it through WhatsApp groups or SMS messages, that we were closing our schools 
beforehand,” he told Dawn. 
 
“If anyone was still not very clear and brought kids to the schools, they were informed by our schools’ staff at the gate. There 
were also notices pasted at the schools’ gates,” he added. 
 
Meanwhile, All Private Schools Management Association Sindh had said that all private schools under their umbrella were 
remained open. 
 
Chairman of the association Syed Tariq Shah told Dawn that there was confusion that schools were closed due to the strike call 
because another private schools association in Lahore had decided to close their schools due to the strike. 
 
As for the killing of the vice chairman of the Federation of Private Schools, he said that they offered Fateha and prayers in their 
schools for the departed soul. “We prayed for him with our students. But we felt it was important to keep our schools open so that 
the children’s schedule is not disturbed,” he added. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 28/02/2023) 
 

Gangsters or students? 
 
In true lawlessness fashion, a gang consisting of up to 35 students has been spreading terror by torturing and beating up other 
students outside different schools across Lahore. The gang is known by the name ‘102’ and became infamous some time ago 
after they posted videos on social media platforms of the ordeal inflicted on by them. Their viral videos and the ever-spreading 
fear in different schools have caught the attention of law enforcement agencies which now plan to take action for their immediate 
arrest. For starters, two students have been arrested for allegedly torturing a young man while other gang members are being 
actively tracked down. 
 
One must seriously question either the state of education in our country or the morals that our society is instilling into upcoming 
generations. This incident makes it clear that bullying and physical violence remain a prevalent problem among teenagers and 
young adults in Pakistan. Educational institutions have failed to address the issue as they are either busy minting money through 
exorbitant fee or focused more on children’s grades rather than trying to make them well-rounded human beings. Lessons of 
respect, behaviour and responsibility of yourself and others no longer find their way in classrooms which is a shame. While the 
details of these gang members are yet to be ascertained, it seems from the video that many belong to well-off background. This 
too is no surprise considering the rampant feudal mentality where powerful and influential families believe they are above the law 
and others are for their own exploitation and entertainment. What is alarming is that this is not just a gang of five or six individuals, 
rather 35 young minds believe they can roam around the city and torture others on sight. 
 
Such behaviour cannot be tolerated at any cost and the police must launch a crackdown to dismantle this group before it 
strengthens. Punishment should take a rehabilitative approach as traditional methods would only make them more of a rebel. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 01/03/2023) 
 

School’s registration suspended after shooting incident 
 
A day after a girl student was shot at and wounded by a male student in a classroom, an inquiry committee of the Directorate of 
Inspection / Registration of Private Institutions Sindh has suspended the registration of the Delhi School and College in Orangi 
Town on Thursday. 
 
One day prior, a student of the school, identified as Fazalullah had brought a pistol with him to the school. He then shot a female 
student in the leg and fled. The girl suffered a serious injury and was rushed to a hospital for treatment. 
 
Thereafter, an inquiry committee comprising officials of the directorate visited the school and in the light of its findings it was 
established that the incident of bringing a pistol into the school by a student and his firing at another student there happened due 
to gross negligence of the school administration. 
 
Aside from suspending the registration of the school, a disciplinary fine, amounting to Rs75,000, has also been imposed on the 
school. The school shall also bear all expenditure to be incurred on the treatment of the injured student. 
 
Meanwhile, the suspect’s family reportedly told police that they did not know their son had carried a pistol in his school bag. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 03/03/2023) 
 

Occupation of university hostels by ‘forces’ echoes at Sindh Literature Festival 
 
The chronic issue of a lack of 
hostels for students in major 
cities of the province, 
particularly Karachi, was 
echoed at the Sindh 
Literature Festival (SLF) on 
Sunday when the vice 
chancellor of a public sector 
medical university disclosed 
that a girls’ hostel of the 
Jinnah Sindh Medical 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1740048/schools-registration-suspended-after-shooting-incident
https://www.dawn.com/news/1740622/occupation-of-university-hostels-by-forces-echoes-at-sindh-literature-festival
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University was under occupation of Sindh Rangers since long. 
 
Speakers at a session — Sindh’s educational institutes and students — organised at the third and last day of the sixth edition of 
the annual event at the Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi also asked the Sindh government as to why it was not playing its role in 
getting hostels vacated from ‘forces’. 
 
During question-answer session, JSMU Vice Chancellor Dr Amjad Siraj Memon was informed that students from other parts of 
the province could not continue their studies especially in Karachi because of lack of hostel facilities and increasing house rent. 
Acknowledging the issue, Dr Memon stressed that hostel accommodation was a fundamental requirement of any university for 
its students. 
 
He explained that under relevant laws it was mandatory for any university to have 20 per cent and 30pc hostel accommodation 
for boys and girls, respectively, and without such accommodation provision, the charter could not be issued to a varsity. 
 
However, he regretted that this law was not being implemented. The VC said final year of the MBBS had been delayed at the 
varsity and now first year students had arrived. He wondered as to how and where to provide hostel accommodation to the 
students. 
 
Efforts are on to get back JSMU girls’ hostel from Rangers, says VC 
 
He informed the audience that a girls’ hostel of the JSMU had been occupied by the Sindh Rangers since long. 
 
Referring to the girl’s hostel that had been occupied by the Rangers, he said that he was in touch with authorities concerned. He 
said that efforts were being made to get the hostel vacated in order to provide accommodation to girl students of the university. 
 
At the same session, human rights activist Naseer Memon also spoke about the occupation of hostels by “forces” and said that 
it was the responsibility of the government to provide hostel/residential accommodation to students. 
 
He asked as to why the Sindh government was not fulfilling its responsibility to get these hostels vacated to provide 
accommodation to those who could not afford houses on rent in major cities like Karachi. 
 
Educational institutions should be fully autonomous 
 
Dr Memon said that he would not say ‘popular things to get applause’, but instead he would prefer to show ‘realities’. 
 
He said he got post-graduation from the UK, which was considered a welfare state, but despite this higher education was not free 
even there. 
 
Except Germany, where free education was provided, he said higher education was not free even in the US where loans were 
provided to students. 
 
In an oblique reference to opening of schools and colleges and recruitment of teachers on ‘political grounds’, Dr Memon 
questioned their output and quality because of the interference. 
 
He said that educational institutions should be fully autonomous and free from interference. He said interference in educational 
institutions was bad as it affected students and teachers’ quality and their output and if it continued, what kind of students would 
be produced from an institution. 
 
He suggested that discourse on these and other serious issues required a separate educational conference, where education 
authorities and secretaries should also be invited. 
 
Dr Memon said he would not like to indulge himself for some self-praise, but he liked to point out that during the last 10 months 
he had established a ‘financial aid’ set-up at the JSMU to help needy students. Besides, the JSMU had also launched a paid 
internship programme. 
 
He recalled that there were ‘brilliant academic VCs’, but also admitted that there were certain VCs who were ‘political appointees’ 
who faced certain ‘compulsions’. 
 
Flaws in education model 
Naseer Memon, a human rights activist, said the current model of education was fundamentally flawed because it did not focus 
on principles of human rights, critical thinking and innovation. 
 
“Class-based education system is discriminating lower classes as elite has flourished a network of academic institutions that has 
reduced poor classes to a non-entity,” he regretted. 
 
He said, “Underprivileged areas, both urban and rural, will remain deprived forever. This system perpetuates deprivation and 
socioeconomic servility of a large size of population.” 
 
Regarding occupation of hostels by forces was concerned, the rights activist said that it was the responsibility of the government 
to provide hostel/residential accommodation to students. 
 
He asked why the Sindh government was not fulfilling its responsibility to get these hostels vacated to provide accommodation 
to students, who could not afford houses on rent in the major cities like Karachi. 
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Alarming rise in universities’ fee 
Earlier, another speaker Jai Kumar said fee structure of universities had increased manifold. 
 
He recalled that he had got a degree in economics from a varsity at annual fee of Rs7,200, but now it had increased up to 
Rs40,000. 
He said admissions were not being given on merit as the varsities had introduced self-finance, special finance and overseas 
students’ categories to earn money. 
 
He claimed that the educational syllabus was “anti-women and patriarchal” as women were being shown in the textbooks as 
‘obedient’ thus patriarchal traditions were being promoted. 
 
Ghulam Nabi Kalhoro and Virsa Pirzado also spoke at the session, which was moderated by Junaid Ansari. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 06/03/2023) 
 

KU under fire in SHC over depriving librarian of pension 
 
The Sindh High Court came down hard on the administration of the University of Karachi for regularising the service of a librarian 
only a few years before her retirement to deprive her of pensionary benefits. 
 
A two-judge bench headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro directed the KU vice chancellor to count temporary/officiating 
service of petitioner librarian Arifa Khatoon as regular and pay her pension within 30 days. 
 
The bench also set aside a decision taken in November 2022 by the KU syndicate against granting pensionary benefits to the 
petitioner. 
 
Arifa Khatoon had moved the SHC in 2020 stating that she was appointed as a librarian in 1987 by the KU, but her services were 
regularised after 31 years through an office order in August 2018 and she stood retired in May 2020. 
 
Bench orders varsity to pay retirement benefits to petitioner in one month 
 
The petitioner contended that the KU was avoiding releasing her pensionary benefits on the pretext that the requisite length of 
service for such entitlement was not fulfilled by her, while under the varsity law the length of service was to be counted from the 
date of her initial appointment and not from the date of regularisation. 
 
In May 2021, the SHC had directed the university to place the matter before its syndicate to decide about counting previous 
temporary/officiating service of the petitioner followed by regularisation and also consider her case for grant of pensionary benefits 
within one month. 
 
However, the petitioner filed an application seeking contempt proceedings against the VC and other officials of the university for 
not complying with the court order. 
 
During the hearing of the contempt plea, KU registrar Prof Dr Abdul Waheed appeared in court after being summoned and 
informed the bench that he was originally a professor of economics and was given additional responsibility of the registrar. 
 
Justice Kalhoro remarked that it was a violation of a court judgement as the SHC had ruled against posting of teachers on 
administrative posts. 
 
The lawyer for the alleged contemnors submitted that the matter was taken up by the syndicate on Nov 27, 2022 and opined that 
since the petitioner did not complete 10-year regular service she could not be awarded pensionary benefits under the law. 
 
The bench in its order noted that the service rendered for more than five years as contemplated by Section 14(i) and (ii) of the 
KU service statute, would only be added or taken into account for pensionary benefits when employee served minimum number 
of years for grant of pension. 
 
“In such a scenario, we are of the candid view that Section 14 of the University of Karachi Service Pension Statute would entitle 
employees of respondent-university rendering temporary service in a temporary establishment of fewer than ten years would be 
entitled to a grant of regular pension, such period would also be counted towards pension if the employee is otherwise entitled to 
the pension,” it added. 
 
While referring to two judgements of the apex court reported in 2012 and 2018 and legal position of the case, the bench observed 
that the petitioner did meet the required criteria to become entitled to service benefits. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 15, 09/03/2023) 
 

Plan to outsource conduct of board exams in Sindh to Sukkur IBA, NTS 
 
Following the Sindh government’s approval of the outsourcing of board examinations, all matriculation and intermediate 
examination boards of Sindh will no longer be able to conduct examinations themselves as a private organisation will do the work 
of taking the exams and publishing the results instead. 
 
The decision was taken by the provincial government in view of complaints of irregularities in the matriculation and intermediate 
examinations and their results in Sindh. 
 
Spokesman for the Sindh Chief Minister Rasheed Channa told Dawn that the provincial government had decided to outsource 
the examinations in Karachi and other parts of the province. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1741140/ku-under-fire-in-shc-over-depriving-librarian-of-pension
https://www.dawn.com/news/1741456/plan-to-outsource-conduct-of-board-exams-in-sindh-to-sukkur-iba-nts
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Mr Channa said that a tender notice would be issued to invite third parties like IBA Sukkur, the National Testing Service (NTS) in 
Islamabad and other reputable institutions to conduct the examinations. 
 
He said that the Sindh government had been spending Rs300 million per annum for conducting the examinations and the 
complaints about unfair practices continued unabated. 
 
Recently, Section Officer Mohammad Zubair of the Department of Boards and Universities wrote a letter to the heads of all 
matriculation and intermediate boards of education in Sindh, in which he stated that they had received several complaints of 
corruption during the preparation of the examinations and results. 
 
It is due to this that the Board and Universities Minister Ismail Rahoo approved the outsourcing of the examination system for all 
boards in a phased manner beginning with the upcoming 2023 annual examination. 
 
It is decided to automate or digitise the examination process with the objective of transparency and fairness to discourage 
corruption. 
(By Dawn Reporter, 14, 11/03/2023) 
 

Over 56,000 schoolteachers in Sindh are habitual absentees, PA told 
 
Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah on Tuesday informed the provincial assembly that services of as many as 1,324 teachers, 
who had remained absent for three consecutive months or more, were terminated by the education department as a form of major 
punishment. 
 
While furnishing statement and replies to the lawmakers’ written and verbal queries during Question Hour of the Sindh Assembly, 
he said that there were over 56,000 ‘habitual absentee’ teachers who attended schools either once or twice in a month. 
 
He said 885 teachers were given minor penalties such as censure and forfeiting of increment. 
 
To a supplementary question, he said that 50 per cent students were out of schools as around 19,000 schools had been 
completely damaged during the last year’s floods. 
 
To another question, the minister said that the government was working on expansion of the National Information Technology 
Board Application (NITB) for attendance of teachers across the province. 
He said that currently, the NITB app was being used in seven districts including Hyderabad, Matiari, Kashmore and Qambar-
Shahdadkot on a pilot basis. 
 
To a verbal question, he said that over 19,000 schools were completely damaged and 613 computer labs had been destroyed 
across the province by the flood. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 13/03/2023) 
 

Stakeholders warn of protest if decision to outsource board exams not withdrawn 
 
Several bodies of teachers, schools and colleges on Monday called upon the Sindh chief minister to take back a decision to 
outsource board examinations in Sindh to a private organisation. 
 
They warned of strong protests if the decision was not reversed. 
 
Representatives of the Sindh Professor and Lecturers Association (SPLA), All Sindh Schools and Colleges Association, Pakistan 
Teachers Organisation Sindh and Sindh Professors and Lectures Subject Specialist Association held a press conference against 
the provincial government’s move to outsource the matriculation and intermediate exams. 
 
Rejecting the notification issued by the Sindh Universities and Board Department to outsource the exams to a private party, they 
said that the government should fix the problems of corruption and ad hocism in boards and fill vacant posts on merit. 
 
They said that neither the teachers nor the authorities of the boards were taken into confidence before announcing this decision. 
They added that the students have suffered severe mental stress due to this decision. 
 
SPLA and other bodies demand abolition of universities and boards dept 
 
The speakers also raised questions whether a private organisation had enough capability, financial resources and manpower to 
be able to manage to conduct exams and assess the answer copies of around 800,000 students of matric and intermediate 
across Sindh. 
 
They said that the Boards and Universities Department had become completely ineffective. Therefore, it should be abolished, 
and universities should be given under the control of the Sindh Higher Education Board (SHEC) and boards should be given 
under the control of the College Education Department, they added. 
 
They said that situation was not so bad when the boards were under the administrative control of the Sindh governor. 
 
However, ever since the controlling authority of the boards was transferred to the chief minister and he delegated it to the Boards 
and Universities Department, the business of issuing fake mark sheets, awarding marks and giving good grades in an unfair 
manner had reached its peak, they said. 
 
The speakers said that the gravity of the situation could be gauged from the fact that the number of students who got A-1 grade 
had risen to 65,000 from 52,000 in the annual matriculation board exams. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1742255/over-56000-schoolteachers-in-sindh-are-habitual-absentees-pa-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1743270/stakeholders-warn-of-protest-if-decision-to-outsource-board-exams-not-withdrawn
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Similarly, more than 20,000 candidates had failed to pass but only 3,000 of them appeared in the supplementary exams, they 
said.  
 
“Where did remaining 17,000 students go? The remaining seemed to have been quietly passed without examination,” they 
alleged. 
 
One of the speakers claimed that questions were being raised as to how a daughter of Sindh Boards and Universities Minister 
Ismail Rahoo got the second position in the intermediate exams. 
 
The teachers said they were not against innovation, so all measures taken for the betterment of education, including e-marking, 
would be supported at the appropriate time. 
 
They also demanded that a separate minister be appointed for the College Education Department, which was being neglected 
due to the Education Minister Sardar Shah’s other ministerial engagements. 
(By Waqas Ali Dawn, 13, 21/03/2023) 
 

Govt adamant on outsourcing of board exams in province 
 
The Universities and Boards Department of Sindh has started work on partially outsourcing the matriculation and intermediate 
annual examinations in the province. 
 
In this regard, all education boards have been asked not to issue tenders for the outsourcing of examinations because the 
Universities and Boards Department will issue a joint tender on its own behalf for interested private parties to hold the exams 
over various stages. 
 
This decision was taken in a meeting of the chairmen of the Sindh boards held under the chairmanship of Universities and Boards 
Minister Ismail Rahoo on Tuesday. 
 
Officials said that during the meeting, the chairmen of boards were told that it would no longer be necessary for them to tend to 
all the four stages of the examinations such as paper setting, conduct of the examinations, assessment and releasing of results. 
 
They said that the department was of the view that they would be looking at several options to see which private company was 
capable enough of carrying out the task. Still, for now they are going to look into partially outsourcing one of the exam stages. 
 
The chairmen were informed that this was now a government policy and had to be implemented. Therefore, they would be going 
for partial implementation from this year, the officials said. 
 
There was also talk of outsourcing the conduct of examinations to a district or town; though these matters are still under review. 
 
However, various stakeholders had already rejected the government move. 
 
Representatives of the Sindh Professor and Lecturers Association (SPLA), All Sindh Schools and Colleges Association, Pakistan 
Teachers Organisation Sindh and Sindh Professors and Lectures Subject Specialist Association had held a press conference 
last week and rejected the notification issued by the Sindh Universities and Board Department to outsource the exams to a private 
party. 
 
They had said that the government should fix the problems of corruption and ad hocism in boards and fill vacant posts on merit 
instead of outsourcing the exams. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 29/03/2023) 
 

Education ‘reimagining’ 
 
THE sentiment to ‘reimagine’ is commendable. We haven’t done well in many things, and should, if possible, ‘reimagine’ and try 

to do things better. But reimagining doesn’t mean that the solutions we come up with will 
be easy or straightforward or quickly implemented for results. 
 
‘Reimagining’ may give solutions that require hard work and lots of time to implement. 
‘Simple’ and ‘easy’, in policy space, are often not the best or most-needed solutions. 
 
Is there any country where education up to high school is not a ‘right’ for all children? Is 
there any country where education up to high school is not financed by the state? Is there 
any country where education up to high school is not mostly provided for by the state? 
Are there many such countries? Is Pakistan very different? If most states finance 

education up to high school and provide that education too, there must be a reason for it. Should we not think about this? 
 
If other countries provide decent education through the public sector, why can’t Pakistan? It is not just the developed countries 
that have been able to do this; many developing states, too, are making creditable efforts in this direction. In fact, the latter 
category has, over the last couple of decades, improved the quality of education for all children, largely through the public sector, 
quite significantly. Vietnam and Brazil immediately come to mind, but there are many others as well. 
 
However, even where developing countries have been struggling to get all children to school and to learn what they need to learn 
in school, they have not ‘reimagined’ education to imply mass privatisation. No country is talking about dismantling the public 
education sector. Most are talking of further reforms and strengthening public education systems. Why is Pakistan thinking 
differently? 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1744729/govt-adamant-on-outsourcing-of-board-exams-in-province
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Pakistan has one of the most divided, fragmented and inequitable education systems in the world. 
 
Pakistan has one of the most divided, fragmented and inequitable education systems in the world. Where private provision has 
educated millions, it has also contributed to further entrenchment and exacerbation of existing economic and social inequalities. 
 
Access to quality education depends on parental or family incomes. The public education system is supposed to level the field 
and lay the ground for equal opportunities. 
 
It is not that all state schools are bad and all private schools good; but, other than model schools, Daanish schools, cadet colleges, 
and a small number of others, most government schools impart a poor quality of education. In the private, for-profit sector, quality 
is linked to tuition fee. 
 
High-fee private schools do provide a decent quality of education, but the bulk of the private school sector comprises low-fee, 
for-profit schools where the quality of education is also poor. 
 
Low-free private schools cost less per child as compared to public schools, but research shows that the main reason for the cost 
differential is the low salary paid to private school teachers. Private school teachers, other than those in high-cost schools, do not 
even get minimum-wage levels of salary. 
 
Is this what we want for the teachers? As it is, we have trouble getting good candidates to join the teaching profession; do we 
want to deepen the problem by paying teachers less than the minimum wage? Quality of learning is strongly linked to teacher 
quality and effort, among other factors. How do we improve teacher quality if salaries remain below the minimum wage? 
 
The quality of education differential between the public and private sectors is also believed to be higher than it really is. When we 
control for selection effects (children from richer backgrounds choosing to go to private schools etc), the differences in learning 
outcomes become smaller. The gap has also narrowed slightly over the last decades. 
 
There is even evidence of students moving to government schools when they reach high school. The private school pyramid (the 
number of schools available as we move up the grade level) is also very narrow at the top. If we leave aside moderate- and high-
fee schools — they comprise a small number but figure prominently in the public imagination — the quality of education for most 
low-fee private schools is not much better than in public schools. Why then would we want to think of privatising education on a 
large scale rather than improving public schools? 
 
Every child has a right to have a decent education. Giving scholarships to a few thousand children from poorer sections of society 
to access high-quality education is not a solution. If we want such scholarship schemes (though this plays into the idea of the 
‘tyranny of merit’), that is fine. 
 
They help the individuals in question. But they do not address the larger issues regarding the rights of every child. And, until the 
rights of every child are addressed, the promise of education will not be realised for individuals, families or society and the state 
as a whole. 
 
Vouchers make sense in some places and for some populations. But they are not a universal solution and some research shows 
that their impact is limited. When the private sector does not have many high schools and does not operate in areas that do not 
have large enough markets (where there aren’t enough children), and when the provision of affordable, secure and safe transport 
is nonexistent, vouchers alone aren’t a solution even if it was practically possible to move to them on a large scale. 
 
Yes, we need to reimagine what we need to do in education and to internalise that education is every child’s right and that it is in 
our individual and collective interest to provide opportunities. 
 
But there is no escaping the fact that education up to high school level is the state’s responsibility and will remain so. We have 
to reimagine ways of making the public sector work. And this is not an impossibility, as many countries have shown and continue 
to show. If we can work out ways in that space, that would be real reimagining. 
(By Faisal Bari Dawn, 06, 14/04/2023) 
 

SPLA warns of Sindh-wide protest against college education department after Eid 
 
The Sindh Professors and Lecturers Association (SPLA) on Wednesday expressed concern over what they called worsening 
situation of the college education department. 
 
The SPLA leaders said that day by day the environment of the college education department was getting worse and the 
humiliation of teachers was becoming normal there. 
 
They warned that if the situation is not improved, college teachers across Sindh would stage a full-scale protest after Eid. 
 
The central president of SPLA, Prof Munawwar Abbas, Central Secretary General Prof Shah Jahan Panhwar, Prof Syed Amir Ali 
Shah, Prof Najeeb Lodhi, Prof Altaf Khuhro, Prof Asmat Jahan, Professor Syed Jurail Shah, Pro Lal Bakhsh Kalhoro, Prof Hamida 
Mirbahr, Prof Aziz Memon, Prof Abdul Manan Brohi, Prof Saeed Ahmed Abro, Prof Rasool Qazi and others stated the education 
minister has no interest in this department nor does he have time for it. 
 
They further said the situation has worsened to such an extent that it is now common knowledge in the staffrooms of colleges 
across the province that even any minor work is not being done without greasing somebody’s palm. 
 
“What forces are driving the transfer of male teachers in women’s colleges, female teachers in boys’ colleges? In particular, the 
placement of female teachers in evening colleges is beyond comprehension,” they said. 
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The leaders of SPLA said that no teacher was against biometric attendance but the new self-imposed laws were being 
implemented under the guise of the biometric machine. 
 
They said a proforma has been issued by the college education department for teaching and non-teaching staff in which such 
information has been sought which may not have been asked from the employees of any sensitive institution. 
 
“The teaching and non-teaching staff of the college education department, including principals, are being harassed so much that 
these people have been forced to leave the college education department after getting the proformas,” they said. 
 
They further said that the letter for standard operating procedures issued by the department’s IT section regarding biometrics 
had already been rejected by college teachers across Sindh. 
 
In this regard, the leaders of SPLA said that no such system can be accepted under the guise of biometrics, which is neither in 
use in any department of the federal government nor in any department of any province including Sindh. 
 
They demanded that the Sindh chief minister give charge of college education department to a separate minister. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 20/04/2023) 
 

Pressures of education 
 
The tragic news of a 15-year-old boy setting himself ablaze due to exam anxiety in Muzaffargarh is a grim reminder of the 
immense pressure that students face during their academic pursuits. He suffered 70% burns on his body and remains in critical 
condition in the hospital. This incident highlights the urgent need for the education system to address the mental health and well-
being of students. 
 
The circumstances leading to this tragedy are all too familiar to many students in our country, where the education system places 
undue emphasis on grades and exam scores, often neglecting the emotional needs of students. Mental health crisis among 
students is a growing concern that cannot be ignored any longer. The prevalence of anxiety, depression and other mental 
disorders is increasing at an alarming rate, and it is high time that we addressed this issue as a society. It is also important for 
parents, teachers and educational institutions to recognise the signs of mental distress in students and provide the necessary 
support and guidance. While parents understandably want their children to succeed academically, it is important to strike a 
balance between encouraging and supporting them and placing excessive pressure on them. Parents and teachers must 
remember that early intervention can prevent the escalation of mental health issues and prevent tragic incidents like the one in 
Muzaffargarh. 
 
The education system must incorporate mental health services, counselling and stress management techniques into the 
curriculum. We need to create a safe and supportive environment for students to discuss their fears and concerns without 
judgment or retribution. As a society, we cannot afford to continue overlooking the mental health needs of our young people. 
Revamping the education system of the country to prioritise mental health is the need of the hour. It is time for officials to act for 
the sake of our children and our future. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 21/04/2023) 
 

Tuition fee increases 
 
WHEN inflation has been above 10 per cent for some years, is expected to be around 30pc this year, and is set to range from 

20pc to 25pc next year, by how much should schools and universities increase 
their tuition and other fees? 
 
There was a court decision some years back that allowed private schools to 
increase their tuition fees but by no more than 5pc every year. However, this 
decision is from a time when inflation rates were much lower in the country. Would 
the same increase still apply? Is there a need for schools to go back to the courts 
to get the judgement changed? Or will they just go ahead and raise their fees as 
they deem necessary? Clearly, with inflation reaching 25pc to 30pc each year, 
private schools and universities cannot increase their fees by 5pc only. 
 

The case of universities is a separate issue though. The judgement pertained to schools only and not to universities. There is no 
private university in the country that has any sizeable endowment. Most private universities — for or not for profit — depend on 
their tuition fees to manage expenses. University costs will go up, keeping pace with the level of inflation. Faculty and staff salaries 
will need to increase substantially to cover inflation pressures as well. So, universities will have to increase their fees to cater to 
higher costs. 
 
The same argument will apply to private schools as well. All of their costs are going up and if they want to retain their teachers, 
they will have to pay them more as well. Tuition fees will have to go up. But here there is the 5pc judgement. Most schools will 
have to raise their tuition fees by more than 5pc, but how much will it be? And will the courts take suo motu notice, in case schools 
raise their fee by more than 5pc? 
 
Where funds have been decreasing, the number of public-sector universities has been rising. 
 
The public sector will also feel the pinch but in a different way. All schools in the public sector, up to Grade 12, are tuition-free. 
The government, through general taxation, covers the costs. The costs will go up. Will the education budget go up, too, by 30pc 
or so? Given the government’s current financial position (we cannot even afford Rs21 billion for elections currently!), it is unlikely 
that the education budget will be increased by 30pc. So cuts will be needed. Most likely, teacher salaries will go up only by 15pc 
to 20pc. And the government might increase non-salary expenses by a small percentage, or just give what they gave last year. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1749739/tuition-fee-increases
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In either case, there will be a reduction in the real budget for education and this will have consequences for the quality of 
education. 
 
We are already seeing some impact. All governments in Pakistan were distributing free textbooks in all public-sector schools. 
Printing costs have gone up substantially over the last couple of years. Governments have not been able to raise allocations for 
textbooks by much, and so in many provinces, textbook printing has either been suspended by the printers until the arrears are 
cleared, or the government comes up with a new policy on free textbooks. In all probability, governments will try to get away with 
printing fewer books and arguing that internet access to textbooks might suffice, or something to that effect. Not having textbooks 
in schools will definitely have an impact on education. 
 
Public-sector universities have been hurting for a number of years now and the story is not going to change this year either. 
Higher education funding and funds for the Higher Education Commission have been reduced over the last few years. It is hard 
to see the trend changing. At the same time, federal and provincial governments have been creating new public-sector 
universities. So, where funds have been decreasing, the number of universities in the public sector has been going up. Inflation, 
too, is high and is expected to remain so. Under these conditions, if public-sector universities are not allowed to raise their tuition 
and other fees by much, how can they ensure quality education? Some are already having difficulties paying salaries and 
pensions. The crisis is going to deepen this year and will, in all probability, result in severe damage to even some of the older 
and larger public-sector universities. 
 
Private education institutions, schools and universities, will have to raise their tuition and other fees more or less in line with 
inflation. So, we can expect an approximately 50pc adjustment over this and the next year. This is going to play havoc with the 
quality of education. It is going to have an impact on who will or will not be able to study in these institutions. It will impact the 
ability of these institutions to offer financial assistance as well. But there does not seem to be a way around the issue. Apparently, 
the state does not even have the money to look after its own institutions, and it is unlikely that it will do anything for institutions in 
the private sector or help the students studying there. 
 
The real fear is that the progress we had been making, even if slow and painstaking, in terms of overall enrolment, completion 
rates and quality enhancement, is very likely to get reversed as long as the financial crisis lasts. And the government, despite all 
its rhetoric about the importance of education, is not going to do anything about it. We will, if nothing is done, be set back by 
decades, and those who fall in the school-/university-going age category at the moment, will, together with their families and 
society at large, have to bear the consequences for decades to come. 
(By Faisal Bari Dawn, 06, 28/04/2023) 
 

St. Joseph’s Convent School marks 160 years of excellence in education 
 
The students and teachers of the St. Joseph’s Convent School were proud to be celebrating 160 years of this historic girls’ school 

located in the always busy and congested area of Saddar. 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah was the chief guest on the occasion, 
accompanied by Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah. 
 
St. Joseph’s Convent was founded in 1862 by the Daughters of the Cross of 
Liege, Belgium. Opening its doors for the Muslim girls, too, on the request of 
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah soon after the partition of the 
subcontinent in 1947, the school has over the years seen countless young 
ladies getting admission here while still at the toddler stage to then also passed 
out with their heads held high. 
 

It was and still is here that they made life-long friends, fast friends along with so many memories together. They learned how to 
behave as they brushed up on their social skills. They learned to give respect to their teachers and elders and also get respect 
in return along with attaining a fine education. 
 
Murad appreciates Christian community of Pakistan for providing quality services in the field of education 
 
On the arrival of the guests, school Principal Sister Elizabeth Niamat, Provincial Superior Sister Angelina Francis, reverend 
sisters, reverend fathers, nuns from the Institute of the Daughters of the Cross of Liege, and school staff received them. 
 
Sister Niamat shared a bit of history about the institution of learning. “Educational pursuit has evolved here unabated,” she said. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the chief minister said the Catholic education’s philosophy revealed a concern for an education that 
combined sound knowledge and skills with overall personal development. Such an education involved a high level of interpersonal 
relationship between the teacher and student, he said. 
 
“It is something to be proud of that today we are commemorating 160 years of educational growth and services of the St. Joseph’s 
Convent School,” he said. 
 
Mr Shah said his elder sister had received her education from St. Joseph’s School while he was enrolled at the St. Patrick’s Boys 
High School right the next door. He shared his memories of both, his sister’s and his schooling, and how their father, late Syed 
Abdullah Shah, used to pick and drop them himself. 
 
He also said that the school celebrating its 160 years brought up a golden milestone in the history of not only the St. Joseph’s 
Convent School, but in the history of Pakistan. “We are duly indebted to the Christian community of Pakistan for providing quality 
service in the field of education,” he said. 
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A great thing about the St. Joseph’s School was that it had evolved with the passage of time and had incorporated a syllabus 
that befitted the national curriculum, the CM said, adding that he had learned that the convent school was against bullying and 
corporal punishment. “The school believes in nurturing young minds through counselling and kindness. That’s why excellent 
results are produced from here and we see students securing positions each year,” he said. 
 
The CM was also happy to know that St. Joseph’s School welcomes back their alumni as teachers, too, and that most of their 
teachers had sustained themselves for more than three to four decades which made the students privileged to acquire the 
mentors of prestige. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Education Minister Sardar Shah said he was not as lucky as the CM to have received that kind of 
prestigious education. “I received my early education at a school set up under a neem tree where my teacher Mohammad Malook 
Kumbhar took classes under the open skies,” he recalled. 
 
He said Catholic schools focused on holistic education of the child — socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically, and culturally. 
“What’s important is preparation for life, and a life of worth, not merely a life of work,” he said. 
 
Earlier, the students of the school presented tableaus and a Sindhi cultural show in which they paid rich tributes to the Sufi saints 
of Sindh, former prime minister Benazir Bhutto, mystic singer Abida Parveen and women peasants working in the fields along 
with men. 
 
In conclusion, the chief minister gave away shields to the present and retired principals of different branches of the school spread 
all over Pakistan. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 28/04/2023) 
 

Religious teachings in curriculum termed discriminatory 
 
The National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) organised an education conference on the implications of the Single 
National Curriculum (SNC) at a local hotel here on Saturday. 
 
The objective of the conference was to sensitise the public at the grassroots level and build momentum regarding the implications 
of a unified curriculum, while specifically addressing the ambiguities and lacunae in the SNC in the context of the political 
hegemony and exclusion of religious minorities. 
 
The NCJP has conducted an extensive research on the SNC and its implications for religious minorities. Their analytical study 
on religious bias in education policy and textbooks titled, ‘Away from a Fairer Future’, was also officially launched during the 
conference. 
 
While speaking on the matter, senior educationist Dr A.H. Nayyar said that there were religious instructions even in the English 
language and Urdu Adab textbooks, a norm from the General Ziaul Haq era. “Forcing non-Muslims to study Islamiat violates their 
basic right, according to Article 22 (1) of the Constitution of Pakistan,” he said. 
 
Implications of Single National Curriculum discussed at conference 
 
“There was also a commission formed by the Supreme Court of Pakistan to look into this matter under the leading police and 
justice sector reform specialist Shoaib Suddle, whose findings noted that Islamiat should be taught as just Islamiat but here there 
is an overlap of Islamiat in our Urdu, English and Social Sciences textbooks, too. Because of this it is not possible to keep non-
Muslim students away from Islamiat,” he said. 
 
“After all, you can’t ask the non-Muslim students to cover their ears or leave the classroom every time Islamic topics come up in 
other books. One example of this was the Hamd and Naat in Urdu Adab books. But the Council of Islamic Ideology said that the 
Hamd and Naat there in the Urdu books were to be taken in the literary context and how could they omit it and ignore the 97 per 
cent Muslim majority students for the three per cent non-Muslim students?” He said. 
 
Speaking on the implications of SNC on minority girls, Prof Dr Ernest Fahim of Selinus University of Sciences and Literature in 
Lahore said that minority females have to fight for their education. “They won’t get it otherwise,” he said. 
 
“There is a need to enhance the primary education of girls here because educating females brings change to society,” he added. 
 
Dr Asghar Ali Dashti said that the SNC was the Islamisation of curriculum in a country where religious extremism was already 
prevalent. 
 
“This curriculum divides people into ‘us’ and ‘you’. The ‘us’ group is superior and the ‘you’ group is inferior and is thus to be looked 
down on,” he said. 
 
“The Constitution of Pakistan itself is discriminatory as non-Muslims here cannot head the state. With the SNC now what kind of 
values are you passing on to impressionable minds? See, forced conversions are happening already here due to social pressure. 
In fact, all our policies push minorities to either leave the country or convert to Islam,” he said. Educationist and social worker Dr 
Sabir Michael said that the curriculum should be like the milk fed to a baby by his mother to help him grow. “But if you get 
contaminated milk or when you sow a bad seed, you can’t expect a sweet crop. Through the Single National Curriculum we are 
imposing Islam even though the basic guidelines of the curriculum should revolve around human rights,” he said. 
 
“Studying in local schools, my children often ask me if they are ‘kafir’. I come from a poor background and also happen to be 
blind and despite that I studied hard and also did my PhD. But people tell me that even after achieving so much in life I’m at a 
loss because I have not recited the Kalima,” Dr Michael said. 
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Dr Riaz Shaikh, Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences and Education at Szabist, said that Pakistan was a unique state where there 
had been continuous experimentation going on since 1947. “In 2018, we indulged in yet another experiment of turning the state 
into Riasat-i-Madina instead of making it a truly secular state,” he said. 
 
“We turn a blind eye to all wrongs here such as lynching of students at university campus or public beatings because ‘might is 
right’,” he said. 
 
“SNC enforces a mercenary mindset. It will sharpen our identity crisis and reinforce apartheid while making the divide between 
the haves and have-nots bigger. This country needs scientific education, it needs inclusive education, which it is not getting 
because this system of education is taking you towards segregation,” he said. 
 
Reverend Father Asher Liaqat and Naeem Yousaf Gill of NCJP also spoke. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 30/04/2023) 
 

WB suggests bold actions to tackle health, education challenges 
 
Still reeling from the shocks of the Covid-19 pandemic and devastating floods of last year, Pakistan needs to declare emergencies 
and take bold actions to tackle its health and education challenges, said a World Bank report launched here on Tuesday. 
 
The actions, it says, require long-term planning beyond the tenure of any government and political cycle. 
 
Titled ‘Pakistan Human Capital Review: Building Capabilities Throughout Life’, the report was launched at a local hotel. 
 
Officials in attendance included Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho, Chief Secretary 
Sohail Rajput and senior WB officials, including Special Assistant to the Human Development Vice-President at the World Bank 
Caroline Vagneron. 
 
According to the report, malnutrition is one of Pakistan’s biggest development challenges, with long-term implications for human 
capital development and economic growth. It remains the top cause of death and disabilities in the country. 
 
Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 2022 floods, the report points out, an estimated 75 per cent of Pakistani children were in 
‘learning poverty’, unable to read and understand a simple age-appropriate story by age 10. 
 
“Imagine the trajectory from birth to adulthood of a child born in Pakistan today. There is a risk that the child may not survive to 
her fifth birthday. Even if she does reach school age, there is a further risk that she does not start school, let alone complete the 
full cycle of pre-primary, primary, and secondary education that is the norm in more advanced countries. 
 
“The time she does spend in school may translate unevenly into learning. When she reaches age 18, she carries with her lasting 
effects of poor nutrition and health in childhood that limit her physical and cognitive abilities as an adult,” the report says. 
 
Poor HC outcomes 
The Pakistan’s Human Capital Index (HCI), according to the report, value of 0.41 is low in both absolute and relative terms. 
 
It is lower than the South Asia average of 0.48, with Bangladesh at 0.46 and Nepal at 0.49. 
 
Pakistan’s human capital outcomes are more comparable to those in Sub-Saharan Africa, which has an average HCI value of 
0.40. 
“Despite favourable demographic tailwinds, Pakistan is currently unable to reap its rightful dividends due to inadequate 
investments in education, health, social protection, and the labour force. 
 
“Its public investment of about 2.5 per cent of GDP in education and 0.9 per cent on health is much lower than the global average 
and the average for similar economies. Pakistan spends about 0.6 per cent of GDP on social safety nets, compared with the 
global average of 1.5 percent.” 
 
The report also highlights the large disparities across socioeconomic and geographic groups. Provincial inequalities, it says, are 
wide on the HCI and its components, notably for stunting and expected years of schooling. 
 
“In schooling, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab are at the expected level for Pakistan’s economic development, with the average 
child growing up with at least 9 years of formal schooling — though when adjusted for quality, this is equivalent to only 5.1 years.” 
 
Sindh and Balochistan, the report says, are at much lower levels, with the average child growing up with around 7.7 and 5.4 years 
of schooling, respectively. 
 
“With only 89 per cent of children surviving until their fifth birthday, Balochistan is at the very bottom — globally. The trajectory of 
child development and human capital accumulation for children born in Balochistan and Sindh is further undermined by the fact 
that almost half of the children under five in the two provinces are stunted. 
 
“Even in Punjab, where stunting is the lowest among the provinces, one-third of children are stunted.” 
 
Low female labour force participation 
According to the report, the strongest driver of low human capital utilisation in Pakistan is low female labour force participation 
rate — 23 per cent in 2018. Having more than three in every four women outside the labour force underscores the need to make 
better use of the human capital that Pakistan generates now and in the future. 
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“If existing trends continue, it (Pakistan) will miss out on the associated economic development possible from a potential 
demographic dividend in the future as well,” the report says. 
 
During the launch, the chief minister spoke about how the government responded to the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the devastating floods of 2022, which had increased poverty levels from 30 to over 40 per cent in the province. 
 
The chief minister also shared progress of different projects, including the $110m WB-assisted Sindh Water & Agriculture 
Transformation Project. 
 
Earlier, Vice President for Human Development at WB Mamta Murthi along with her delegation met the chief minister. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 03/05/2023) 
 

KU non-teaching staff go on three-day pen down strike 
 
Frustrated over non-payment of leave encashment at Karachi University (KU) this year, its non-teaching staff held a general body 

meeting on Thursday where they announced a three-day pen down strike 
from tomorrow (Friday). 
 
The meeting, held in KU’s Arts Auditorium, was followed by a series of 
demonstrations, sit-ins and rallies on the campus. 
Interestingly, sources said, the well-attended meeting had no elected 
representation of the non-teaching staffers, which numbered more than 
2,500 at the university 
 
The KU administration this year, they said, hadn’t released leave 
encashment to any employees, including teachers, on the ground that the 

university was facing a financial crisis, particularly after the Higher Education Commission deducted a huge sum from the 
university’s allocated funds. 
 
Protesters say their rallies, sit-ins for leave encashment have gone unnoticed so far 
 
“The general body meeting was successful in terms of numerical representation of the non-teaching staffers despite their 
infightings and the consensus that emerged in the end,” a senior KU teacher told Dawn, adding that the non-teaching staff also 
had the moral support of Karachi University Teachers’ Society (Kuts). 
 
“But, the society at this stage can’t afford to extend its official support to the non-teaching staff as it’s holding dialogues over the 
matter with the vice chancellor,” he said. 
 
Sources said KU’s non-teaching staffers were divided in several groups, often without any elected representation. One group 
was reportedly holding meetings with the vice chancellor over the issue. 
 
“We have been holding protests in favour of leave encashment in front of the administration block for weeks before taking the 
decision to have a complete strike today,” said Tariq Shah, one of the attendees of Thursday’s general body meeting. 
 
The staff approached the vice chancellor’s office several times but his secretary didn’t set an appointment for a meeting, he 
complained. 
 
Sharing details of the meeting, he said three options were presented before the participants and they chose to go on a three-day 
pen down strike. 
 
“One option was to go on a mutual month-long leave and the other was to go on an indefinite strike, while continuing with the sit-
in outside the administration block. 
 
“If nothing comes out of our three-day strike, we will hold another general body meeting next week and take a decision,” Mr Tariq 
said, emphasising that the non-teaching staff were apolitical and their objective was to alleviate people’s financial sufferings. 
 
The protesters, he said, would be holding a meeting with Kuts on Friday. 
 
“Look at the pace of inflation. The prices of all basic commodities have risen to a point that poor families’ very survival is now at 
risk. Leave encashment is our legal right and the vice chancellor can’t deprive us of this,” another participant shared on condition 
of anonymity, adding that it’s the second time in five years that the staff had been refused leave encashment. 
 
The university administration, he complained, had deprived the non-teaching staff to have medical treatment at reputed hospitals. 
 
He rejected reports about closing down of the transport service for students or a boycott of the upcoming BA examination in 
protest. 
 
“Our protest is peaceful. We won’t use force as means to build up pressure on the administration. If we couldn’t get a positive 
response, then we will decide our future strategy with consensus next week.” 
 
The vice chancellor was not available for comment. 
(By Faiza Ilyas Dawn, 13, 05/05/2023) 
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Nearly 400,000 students to take annual matric exams in Karachi from Monday 
 
The annual Secondary School Certificate (SSC) exams —matriculation part 1 and 2 — will commence across Sindh from May 8. 
 
The examinations will be conducted in two shifts for which the schedules have already been announced. 
 
In Karachi, a total of 393,264 candidates belonging to science and general groups, including regular and private students, will 
appear in the exams to be conducted by the Board of Secondary Education Karachi (BSEK). 
 
Speaking at a press conference at his office on Friday, BSEK chairman Syed Sharaf Ali Shah shared that the board had 
established 524 exam centres in the metropolis. Of the total centres spread over the seven districts of Karachi, 279 are for male 
students and 245 for females. 
 
The number of students appearing this year are relatively more than previous years. 
 
Minister Rahoo asks KE to ensure uninterrupted power supply at all exam centres 
 
It was also said that each examination centre will display clear instructions regarding conduct during the exams. Any type of 
electronic device such as a mobile phone or any cheating material is not allowed within the premises of the exam centres. 
 
The BSEK has also issued letters to the commissioner of Karachi, Rangers director general, city police chief, directorate of 
education and private schools and other departments for extending foolproof security during the examinations. 
 
Apart from the enforcing of Section 144, photocopying machines are also to remain off and closed for any work during the exam 
time. 
Also, the BSEK claimed to have devised an efficient system for the delivery of examination question papers and answer sheets 
to the hub centres by the officers of the board from where the centre superintendent and their representatives will receive the 
sealed papers with the authority letter to take them to their respective centres. 
 
Meanwhile, a vigilance officer and his team for each centre will reach there for monitoring half an hour before each exam to 
remain there throughout till the end. The officer will also be preparing a report regarding the conduct of each exam on a daily 
basis for the reporting cell. 
 
Acting BSEK Secretary Syed Mohammed Ali Shaiq and acting supervisor of examinations Habibullah Suhag were also present 
on the occasion. 
 
Facilities for students, increased security ordered 
Universities and Boards Minister Mohammed Ismail Rahoo has asked the federal government and K-Electric to look into having 
an uninterrupted supply of electricity during the exams as having no power then will add to the burden and misery of the students 
in this heat. 
 
He also said the officers in charge of the examination centres will provide cool drinking water to the students and security will be 
tightened inside and outside the examination centres to prevent the “copy culture”. 
 
He said vigilance teams have been formed for all examination centres while there will be a ban on the use of mobile phones by 
teachers and students at the examination centres. 
 
Section 144 of the criminal procedure code has also been enforced around the examination centres during examinations in all 
divisions of the province. Any student, if caught cheating, will be immediately disqualified and not allowed to sit for the exams. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 06/05/2023) 
 

Restoring unions 
 
IN a recent incident at Sindh University, Jamshoro, 75 students were arrested in a police crackdown. A case of terrorism and 
sedition was registered against them. Just a day earlier, the Lahore High Court had struck down the sedition law, citing its 
inconsistency with the Constitution. In another incident, more than 15 Hindu students were attacked, allegedly by Islami Jamiat 
Tulaba, the student wing of the Jamaat-i-Islami, for celebrating Holi at the Punjab University. The IJT has reportedly illegally 
occupied 15 rooms in Punjab University hostels, forcing those who had already paid the hostel fees to live in the hallway. 
 

These are just a few incidents involving violence, police crackdown and criminal cases 
against students by university administrations. Sexual harassment is also witnessed at 
university campuses. The absence of student unions has aggravated matters. 
 
The Zia regime banned student unions in 1984. Before that, student unions were the 
nursery that produced future political leaders, who had learned from the unions’ 
peaceful resistance against authoritarian rule. When unions were banned, the student 
wings of religious parties filled the vacuum, mainstreaming sectarian and religiously 
inspired politics, which resulted in the radicalisation of students on campus. There was 
no more critical thinking, debate or discourse, and no room for dissenting opinions. 

Instead, rigid thinking promoted polarisation, gender segregation and discrimination. 
 
Due to the ban, a systematic process of depoliticisation of students set in, resulting in shrinking spaces for study circles and 
debates on progressive literature, political philosophies and ideologies. 
 
The ban on student unions has restricted the space for debate. 
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Student unions promote a democratic culture, involving students in decision-making and negotiating for rights with the 
administration and management. They provide a platform for students to participate in and have a say in decisions related to 
academic matters; they can also hold authorities accountable and make them more responsive to students’ well-being, safety 
and security. Had they existed, unions could have addressed sexual harassment of female students (as well as female teachers) 
on campus and in hostels and challenged anti-student policies. Due to the absence of unions, cases of sexual harassment by 
faculty, administration and male fellow students are covered up. There are no anti-harassment committees in universities, which 
has created an unsafe environment for female students. 
 
Students, including females, have been demanding the restoration of unions. Civil society organisations and some political parties 
showed solidarity with their demand. But unfortunately, except for Sindh, there has been no progress. With the passage of the 
Sindh Students Union Act, 2019, last year, Sindh took the initiative to restore student unions in the province’s educational 
institutions, in light of constitutional Articles 16 (freedom of assembly) and 17 (freedom of association). According to this law, all 
academic institutions in the province must hold annual elections to elect their representatives to take care of academic, 
extracurricular or other education-related interests of students. Under the new law, educational institutions must include at least 
one member of the student union in their syndicate, senate or board. 
 
The unions’ main purpose would be to work towards resolving academic and non-academic matters and promoting a healthy and 
peaceful culture of dialogue and debate, while stressing on peaceful ways of resolving disputes and negotiating with the 
administration to have their demands fulfilled. 
 
Unfortunately, institutions of higher learning in Sindh have not yet formulated regulations and procedures for the conduct of 
student unions, despite the passage of the law more than a year ago. The Sindh government should take a proactive approach 
and implement the Sindh Students Union Act, and work closely with universities and colleges to ensure that unions are able to 
operate in a transparent and democratic manner. The Women’s Action Forum, Karachi, has sent a letter to Chief Minister Murad 
Ali Shah to implement and notify the Act. The Sindh government should also set up a monitoring mechanism to ensure that 
student unions are operating in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
 
Meanwhile, the other three provinces should follow Sindh’s example and restore student unions in their respective jurisdictions 
without further delay. 
 
Universities should be instructed to allocate funds and resources for the establishment and functioning of student unions in 
universities and colleges and the smooth and peaceful operation of these essential student bodies, which, in turn, should strive 
to create a safe and inclusive environment on campuses. 
(By Shazia Nizamani Dawn, 07, 06/05/2023) 
 

British Council cancels O/A level exams today 
 
In view of uncertainty regarding the security situation in the country, all O and A level papers scheduled to be held on Wednesday 
(today) have been cancelled. 
 
According to a communique of the British Council, the decision to cancel “all exams” including O and A level was made “after 
carefully evaluating the situation and to ensure the safety of our candidates, their parents and staff members in the event of any 
untoward incident”. 
 
Besides O and A level exams, the IELTS English language test and exams of the University of London have also been cancelled. 
 
A spokesperson for the Cambridge International said that they simply had to cancel the exams in Pakistan as this was a global 
exam. 
 
“Basically, we have an option for missing an exam for genuine reasons. Such students get marks on the missed paper on the 
basis of the other exam of the same subject. The other exams of the same subject have already been held so the students will 
get marks based on those papers,” the spokesperson explained about O and A level exam cancellation. 
 
Regarding the papers scheduled for the day after tomorrow, the Cambridge official said that they would decide about them after 
watching the situation in Pakistan. 
 
“We will decide whether to cancel or go ahead with any exam on a day-to-day basis,” the spokesperson added. 
However, all the educational boards in Sindh have decided to hold matric exams scheduled for Wednesday. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 10/05/2023) 
 

Future of public examination boards 
 
AT present, the country has more than 30 public examination boards, of which two are private. In the past, these were given a 
wide mandate that included consolidation, regulation, development and control of both intermediate and secondary education. 
But a gradual erosion in their role, which began in the 1970s, has left them with the singular task of conducting Secondary School 
Certificate (SSC) and Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC) assessments. 
 
As a result, the damage to the quality and credibility of exams is significant primarily because transparency is hard to ascertain. 
Although a series of education reforms were initiated, examination was not made an integral part of these amendments. 
Consequently, the boards, besieged by rampant cheating, corruption and other malpractices that generated highly inflated 
grades, continued to lose their integrity in the eyes of the public as well as stakeholders. 
 
These boards have long employed traditional methods to assess retention abilities of students as opposed to focusing on their 
comprehension and execution skills. It has also been observed that even though many students secure elevated grades annually, 
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most of them perform poorly in the entry tests of institutions such as universities, adding to their own infamy. One of the reasons 
is that they assess the lower order of cognitive skills of students, which concentrates on memorising textbooks, whereas 
admission tests measure a higher order of cognitive skills, such as conceptual understanding, application and analysis of a 
curriculum. 
 
Also, the validity and reliability of examination papers is almost entirely overlooked. A good examination system has a large ‘item 
bank’ which is updated every year, but a majority of public education boards lack it. Another significant reason is that the boards 
evaluate answer scripts manually. It’s based on subjective assessment and devoid of scoring rubrics. However, some boards 
have opted for automation of examination, which is still at an initial level in Pakistan. It is imperative for all examination bodies to 
prepare syllabus indicating the learning and assessment level of students, but the boards do not have an updated syllabus based 
on the revised curriculum. 
 
Even though many students secure elevated grades in board examinations, most of them perform poorly in the entry tests of 
universities. 
 
Syllabus is a blueprint of an educational provision and without it, teachers, paper-setters and examiners are at sea. Alarmingly, 
this appears to be a major weak area of public examination boards. 
 
Disappointment with the boards forces a good number of students to join the Cambridge ‘O’ and ’A’ Level system, International 
Baccalaureate and other academic routines. The trend has been on the rise each year, as the quality and transparency of foreign 
tests is guaranteed. Some six years ago, the Inter Board Committee of Chairmen, now the Inter Board Coordination Commission 
(IBCC), convened a three-day national conference in Islamabad to deliberate on ways to improve the public examination system. 
The Commission prepared a comprehensive conference report but it was not implemented in its entirety and a separate report, 
prepared for Sindh and shared with all stakeholders in the province, was disregarded completely. 
 
Public boards have failed miserably to upgrade examinations in general, and in Sindh in particular. However, valuation has seen 
enhancement by the federal examination board as well as boards in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Currently, the federal 
public examination board has emerged as a role model for others in the country. This begs the question: if the federal board can 
become an example, why can’t the others in the country? 
 
At long last, the controlling authority of examination boards in Sindh has recently taken a serious exception to the existing 
derelictions in the assessment system, deciding to outsource it in phases. While the process begins with the current academic 
year, it doesn’t seem to be an appropriate solution. Ideally, the move should compel public examination boards to evolve beyond 
makeshift solutions. 
 
All public examination boards were established in the 20th century. But not one has been subjected to an external review so far. 
The future of all public examination boards depends on structural reforms in their functions. Any hasty and cosmetic change will 
destroy the sanctity and image of these institutions, especially in Sindh. Poor governance, lack of effective, honest leadership, 
negligence in examination, corruption, and inadequate institutional capacity have drained them of authority and competence to 
the extent that Sindh’s educational boards have failed to hire essential staff such as secretaries, exam controllers, inspectors, 
secrecy officers and IT managers. 
 
Although complete restoration of quality and credibility is a long and arduous road, the provincial governments can secure the 
future of public examination boards through the formation of a viable supervisory body such as a ‘Provincial Examination 
Commission’ that establishes quality enhancement units in the boards; secures external certification by ISO; rids them of 
malpractices; increases the number of examination panels in the private sector; provides students with the right to choose any 
examination board; introduces automation of tests; prepares annual ranking of boards on performance; analyses annual 
examination results with the engagement of psychometricians; selects members of boards on merit, especially their senior 
management; and ensures consolidation and strengthening of public examination boards in all provinces. 
(By Muhammad Memon Dawn, 06, 11/05/2023) 
 

Book haven in Shershah’s warehouse 
 
There was a time when Karachi had a decent number of bookstores. Then the number shrank. Some bright minds feel it’s because 

Pakistani society is increasingly becoming a de-intellectualised one. Even 
if one doesn’t go along with this notion, the fact is that these days there 
aren’t many bookshops in Karachi compared to, let’s say, up until the late 
1980s or early 1990s. It does not augur well. The argument that the digital 
world is taking over does not hold water because in the West where the 
digital medium is more extensively used than in our region, the culture of 
reading newspapers and books, especially the publication of books, hasn’t 
dwindled. 
 
But then, as Ernest Hemmingway writes in The Old Man and the Sea, ‘It’s 
silly not to hope.’ Recently, a few images on social media of a sizable 
quantity of books neatly stacked in a large enclosed space attracted 
attention of some inquisitive individuals. It turned out that the pictures were 
of a warehouse in Shershah. It looked like a haven for books. Well, it is. 
 
The warehouse is run by a man named Mansoor Mohammad Siddique, 
who had a shop in the famous Khori Garden area once known for its 
formidable market from where students and general readers could buy a 

range of stationery, magazines and books at relatively cheaper prices. As things panned out and the reading habit declined — at 
least that’s the impression — those who sold those publications closed shop. Mansoor was one of them. 
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“Khori Garden was a decades-old market but today there’s a cosmetics’ bazaar there. Here [at Shershah] we deal in wholesale. 
Now retail customers can’t approach us or we can’t approach them because renting shops in the city is very expensive, requires 
hundreds of thousands rupees (laakhon rupey chahyein). The government should do something about it. We have so many books 
that there should be a book plaza here,” he tells Dawn. 
 
The warehouse is also a rented piece of property. “We mostly deal in textbooks [for educational institutions]. The material comes 
from countries such as Australia, the UK and the US. There are all sorts of books — fiction, non-fiction, history books, books for 
children etc. We supply our material to schools, hold exhibitions there as Generation Book Collection. We also have a presence 
at the International Book Fair that takes place at Expo Centre every year. Sadly, there are no bookshops in the city anymore. The 
ones that you see [in posh localities or at malls] have pricey stuff.” 
 
Replying to a question about how people can get to this treasure trove of reading, Mansoor said his team has developed a website 
so that customers can get in touch with them online. 
 
Even a fleeting visit to the warehouse will reveal the wide variety of books that it contains. If you’re a literature buff, from Charles 
Dickens to modern-day giants J M Coetzee, there’s everything for everyone. And if one is into performing arts, one can also grab 
a copy of First Steps Towards an Acting Career by Nigel Rideout. 
(By Peerzada Salman Dawn, 13, 17/05/2023) 
 

Controversial content in Cambridge books 
 
The Sindh Education Department has implemented a ban on the teaching of objectionable articles found in Cambridge books in 
schools. 
 
According to Additional Director of Private Schools, Rafia Javed, one particular article in the O-level sociology book discusses 
homosexuality, which is deemed inappropriate. 
 
Additionally, the content related to the history and culture of Pakistan in the Study of Pakistan book is considered historically 
inaccurate. 
 
These articles are not in line with Pakistani culture, leading to the decision to prohibit their inclusion. 
 
Javed further stated that all private schools have been instructed to remove these subjects from their curriculum. It has been 
discovered that publishers and schools included these topics in the curriculum without obtaining approval from the Sindh 
government. 
 
In a letter addressing the issue, attention was drawn to the presence of inappropriate content within the O-level syllabus. 
Specifically, under the chapter titled ‘The Family’ in the sociology course book, a subheading referred to as the ‘same sex family’ 
was found. 
 
Moreover, it was discovered that for the 2023-24 examination, Paper-II, Unit-4 introduced the term ‘same-sex family’ under the 
section discussing different types of family. 
 
The content within this subject is highly controversial and extensively covers the topic of same-sex marriage, which is inconsistent 
with Islamic teachings and societal norms. 
 
Meanwhile, another history book by Nigel Kelly contains controversial material targeting the country’s political leaders in Chapter 
15. Consequently, the Sindh Education Department has prohibited the teaching of these subjects in schools. 
 
The federal ministry has issued letters to Cambridge University Press Pakistan and Danesh Publishers Pakistan under the 1976 
Act, imposing an immediate ban on the use of these textbooks in schools. 
(By Ayesha Khan Ansari The Express Tribune, 04, 19/05/2023) 
 

Bombing schools 
 
IN an ominous throwback to one of the most dispiriting aspects of militancy in Pakistan, the war on girls’ education has started 
once again. Late Sunday night, two government middle schools, where nearly 500 female students were enrolled, were blown 
up in Mir Ali, North Waziristan. One may be sure that such a large number of students cannot be accommodated in other 
institutions, and their education will suffer a significant setback, perhaps on a permanent basis. There is a particular poignancy 
to this likely outcome, because in Pakistan the dropout rate for girls after primary school is particularly alarming, and one of the 
reasons for it is the inadequate number of girls’ middle schools in most parts of the country. The only silver lining to Sunday’s 
attack is that no loss of life was reported. That was not the case last week when a policeman posted outside a private school in 
Swat’s Sangota area opened fire on a school van, killing a seven-year-old girl and injuring five other female students and a 
teacher. 
 
The violent campaign against girls’ education has never really been completely eradicated after the TTP began to threaten parents 
in Swat if they sent their daughters to school; that, and the subsequent murderous attack on her, formed the genesis of Malala 
Yousafzai’s evolution into a global icon for girls’ education. In 2018, no less than 14 girls’ schools were torched by reported 
‘militants’ over a period of two days in GB’s ultra-conservative Diamer district. Now with the Afghan Taliban in power next door, 
and their banning of girls from most avenues of education, new life has been breathed into this regressive mindset on this side 
of the porous border as well. Pakistan is on the cusp of losing the gains it has made against militancy over the last few years. 
After the APS attack, state and society had evolved some semblance of a narrative against violent extremism. But the obdurate 
refusal to unequivocally reject extremism in all its forms has come to haunt the state. Its opaque negotiations with the TTP, 
encouraged by the Afghan Taliban but vociferously denounced by residents of areas that bore the brunt of militancy, has allowed 
agents of mayhem to find a foothold in the country. It will take more blood and sacrifice to root out this menace yet again. 
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(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 24/05/2023) 
 

Threat to girls’ education 
 
Despite the belief that the war against girls’ education in Pakistan had ended, recent events have proven otherwise. Last Sunday, 
two government schools in Mir Ali town of North Waziristan were blown up forcing 500 female students out of education. 
Unfortunately, these students will be unable to enrol elsewhere due to a dearth of female schools in the area. Although no loss 
of life was reported in the attacks, the same cannot be said about the attack in Swat’s Sangota area where a policeman posted 
outside of a private school opened fire killing a seven-year-old girl and injuring five other female students and a teacher. These 
attacks signal a fresh wave of violence against girls’ education. 
 
Recent attacks have renewed memories of the heart-wrenching Army Public School attack in 2014 and attacks on girls’ schools 
in 2018. Once again, many families will be compelled to take their children out of school to ensure their safety and well-being. 
Thousands of female students in Waziristan and adjoining areas will be deprived of their right to education and the opportunity 
to enhance their futures because of a few wayward elements. In recent weeks, several law enforcement personnel have lost their 
lives during encounters with terrorists. 
 
The rising frequency of these attacks demonstrates that Pakistan is losing ground in the fight against these movements. This will 
not just be a major blow to the country’s efforts to eliminate terrorist outfits but also impede Pakistan’s overall progress and 
development. Evidently, more needs to be done to eradicate the roots of these movements against girls’ education. It will take 
more sacrifices and negotiations to overcome this issue. The country must take swift action to ensure that every child, regardless 
of gender, has access to education. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 26/05/2023) 
 

‘Joint efforts to be made to enrol out-of-school children’ 
 
The country’s education ministers on Tuesday decided to work jointly towards dealing with out-of-school children (OOSC) as 
Pakistan at the moment had the world’s largest number of out-of-school population. 
 
Education Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain was presiding over a meeting of the Inter-Provincial Education Ministers’ Conference 
(IPMEC). 
 
According to a document, members of the meeting were told that earlier education was an area where hardly any work was 
carried out however now, each province must collectively make it a core objective to create action plans that ensure that every 
Pakistani child goes to school. 
 
It was further discussed that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif already directed the Ministry of Education to collaboratively work with 
provinces to ensure out-of-school childrenenrolment and retention in schools on priority. The document stated that 78pc of out-
of-school childrenare between the ages of 10-16 years, 80pc have never been to school throughout their lives out of whom 77pc 
are in rural areas and 33pc are in urban areas. 
 
Recently, in collaboration with the Planning Commission, the ministry made engagements with provinces asking them to draft 
OOSC-related strategies. Each of the provinces and federal areas drafted provisional strategies using various interventional 
approaches, learning from each others’ best practices however not all draft strategies contain cost estimates and targeted OOSC 
numbers with timelines. 
 
On May 18, 2023, a high-level national consultative session was organised by the Planning Commission to discuss the OOSC 
challenge and way forward. It was decided that provinces must be engaged to firm-up their strategies with specific targets, 
timelines, key interventions, cost estimates with provincial share that shall become part of a National Plan of Action for out-of-
school children. 
 
The national plan shall be guided and implemented under a National Advisory Committee on out-of-school children. The United 
Nations Children’s Education Fund (Unicef) has also developed an investment case for out-of-school childrenthat will be shared 
with the Planning Commission. During the meeting, representatives of provinces shared their efforts and challenges while dealing 
with the issue of out-of-school children. The participants of the meeting decided to work jointly. 
 
Earlier, the meeting was given a presentation regarding the education minister’s Net-Zero OOSC initiative in Islamabad which 
has over 52,000 out-of-school children. The campaign has been launched in May 2023 with an aim to enrol all these children in 
schools. 
 
The minister reiterated that IPEMC’s contributions were going to be significant in enrolment of out-of-school childrenand multiple 
distance learning interventions. He emphasised on the importance of developing framework for data sharing as well. He also 
assured provinces that maximum facilitation would be given to them for reaping benefits from these projects. 
 
Secretary Education Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary informed participants about the grants provided to provinces under the ASPIRE 
project during the current and previous fiscal year to facilitate disadvantaged areas for educational access. 
 
He informed all those who were attending about the flagship initiatives related to distance learning, out-of-school children, 
curriculum reforms and foundation learning conference of the ministry and how the provinces could contribute towards their 
implementation for optimum results. 
 
The meeting proceedings started with a comprehensive overview of the National Distance Education Strategy comprising vision, 
learning and goals. The strategy was fully endorsed by provinces and they assured the ministry of complete alignment of their 
plans with the strategy. 
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A presentation was also given by the National Curriculum Council on inter-provincial coordination with regards to implementation 
of a core curriculum. Important decisions were made for effective implementation of the new curriculum focusing on reforms in 
the quality of textbooks, teachers, and assessments across the country. 
(By Kashif Abbasi Dawn, 04, 31/05/2023) 
 

HSSC exams begin in Karachi, Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas divisions 
 
The intermediate, or the Higher Secondary School Certificate (HSSC), exams began in Karachi, Hyderabad and Mirpurkhas 

divisions on Tuesday. 
 
In Karachi, a change in this year’s 
intermediate exams is that instead 
of conducting both part-I and part-
II exams simultaneously, the 
boards have decided to conduct 
the part-II exams in the first phase. 
 
The first phase has fresh class 12 
students, previously failed 
students, as well as those looking 
to sit the exams again in order to 

improve on their grades, along with students who changed their groups. The second phase, to start later after the first phase, will 
have only fresh first-year or class 11 students as the examinees. 
 
Board of Intermediate Education Karachi (BIEK) chairman Prof Dr Saeeduddin said that holding the second-year exams first 
means preparing their results first as well. “It will help with early results for the second-year students, enabling them to apply to 
colleges and universities in time,” he explained. 
 
Speaking to the media at the Abdullah Government College for Women, where he made a surprise visit on Tuesday, Dr 
Saeeduddin said that he would prefer to hold intermediate exams earlier, at the beginning of April. 
 
“That way, we will not just have the results ready early, but the students, too, won’t have to brave the summer heat as they have 
to do right now,” he said. 
 
Both the colleges, Abdullah Government College for Women and Government College for Men, Nazimabad, where the BIEK 
chairman visited with media teams, had no loadshedding or electricity issues as students solved their papers in a relatively better 
atmosphere. 
“But there must be many other exam centres where there may not be any electricity during exams, so it is better to conduct the 
annual examinations earlier,” he said. 
 
Though the BIEK chairman said that there was zero tolerance for students showing up in the examination halls with mobile 
phones or other electronic gadgets, he did urge all students to bring their own water bottles with them to the exam centres. 
 
“There is provision of water at the centres, of course, but there is no need to take the unnecessary risk of drinking water from the 
same glass and catching any infection during your exams,” he said. 
 
Talking about changes in the exams, he said this year the multiple-choice question (MCQ) papers will be provided to the students 
only in the last half hour of the exams. 
 
“It is to take care of the latecomers who would arrive late for their exams, hoping to wait for the exam questions to be leaked,” Dr 
Saeed pointed out. “Now they better be in time to deal with the theory questions first,” he added. 
 
The chairman also said that BIEK is not looking for lengthy answers to the theory questions. “We are not going to award extra 
marks for lengthy and irrelevant answers. Students need to pen relevant answers to the questions,” he said. 
 
In Hyderabad, the HSSC exams also began on Tuesday. Commissioner Bilal Ahmed Memon visited the Public School Hyderabad 
and reviewed arrangements for students. 
 
In Mirpurkhas, intermediate annual examination for science, commerce and arts groups under the Board of Intermediate and 
Secondary Education Mirpurkhas started on Tuesday. 
 
Strict security arrangements were made in and around the examination centres. 
 
Controller of Examination Anwer Aleem Khanzada said that 58 examination centres were set up in the division. He said that over 
40,000 girls and boys were taking the exams. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 31/05/2023) 
 

Removal of CNG cylinders in school vans across Sindh ordered 
 
The Sindh government on Tuesday decided to launch an operation for the immediate removal of CNG kits and cylinders from 
school vans, coasters and buses across the province. 
 
This was decided in a meeting chaired by Sindh Information and Transport Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon. 
 
Mr Memon said it was also decided in the meeting to initiate a crackdown on all illegal bus stands throughout Sindh. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1756952/hssc-exams-begin-in-karachi-hyderabad-mirpurkhas-divisions
https://www.dawn.com/news/1756949/removal-of-cng-cylinders-in-school-vans-across-sindh-ordered
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He instructed the transport secretary to send letters to the commissioners and deputy commissioners concerned, asking them to 
take immediate action against the operators of illegal bus stands and register FIRs against them if found flouting the directives. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, 13, 31/05/2023) 
 

School transport safety 
 
The recent decision by the Sindh government to launch an operation for the immediate removal of CNG kits and cylinders from 
school vans, coasters and buses across the province is a commendable step towards ensuring the safety of schoolchildren. This 
proactive approach highlights the government’s commitment to safeguarding the lives of young students. 
 
While CNG is considered a relatively clean and efficient fuel source, its use in vehicles, particularly in the context of school 
transport, can present serious safety challenges. CNG cylinders, although designed to withstand high pressure, can still be 
vulnerable to leaks or ruptures, leading to a potentially catastrophic fire or explosion, especially under extreme temperatures. The 
installation and maintenance of CNG cylinders require strict adherence to safety standards and protocols. However, in some 
cases, due to lax regulations or inadequate monitoring, the safety standards may not be adequately followed, which can result in 
faulty installations, poor maintenance practices, and compromised safety measures, heightening the risk of accidents. The 
complete removal of CNG kits and cylinders will minimise the chances of dangerous accidents and reduce the severity of any 
untoward incidents. Apart from this, safety regulations and guidelines must be developed for educational institutions and private 
transport companies to ensure that transport vehicle are maintained generally as per safety standards. The aim should be to 
provide a secure transportation environment and ensures the well-being of all students. Simultaneously, parents should also be 
vigilant and choose transportation services that prioritise safety standards. 
 
While the government’s actions are praiseworthy, it is essential to ensure a smooth transition in implementing these measures. 
Adequate time and resources should be provided to the affected transport operators to comply with the new regulations. 
Additionally, the government should establish mechanisms to monitor and inspect school vehicles regularly to prevent any lapses 
in safety standards. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 02/06/2023) 
 

More early childhood teachers to be hired 
 
School Education and Literacy Department (SLED has decided to appoint women on 1,500 vacant positions of Early Childhood 
Teachers (ECT). 
 
Sindh Education Minister Sardar Ali Shah has instructed SLED to initiate the process of merit-based appointments through third-
party testing methodology for filling the vacant positions of Early Childhood Teachers (ECT). 
 
During a meeting with the officials, Sardar Ali was informed that in 2018, an announcement was made for around 1100 vacancies 
of ECT, out of which 660 candidates passed the IBT (Intermediate Board of Teaching) test and secured jobs, while more than 
400 positions remained vacant. 
 
It was also briefed to the minister that SLED has further added 1,100 positions for ECT. In total, the sanctioned posts for ECT 
are approximately 1500. In light of this, the Provincial Minister, Syed Sardar Shah, has given instructions to initiate the hiring 
process and emphasized that the recruitment of Early Childhood Teachers (ECT) is for the deserving candidates based on merit. 
 
To address the need for early schooling for children, the department has already initiated early childhood classes, specifically 
designed for women. 
 
This initiative will not only strengthen the pre-school section but also provide better employment opportunities for women. The 
Department of Education aims to attract competent teachers through this decision. 
 
Furthermore, the minister has also given instructions to formulate service structure and promotion rules for ECT. This step will 
ensure the professional growth and career progression of ECT teachers. 
 
Meanwhile, teachers hired in 2018 were still fighting lefgal battle to get regularized. 
 
An official report titles Early Childhood Care and Education Standards (ECCES) states that the government of Sindh was 
motivated to formulate policy and standards specific to early childhood to comprehensively engage with a vital sub-sector of 
education that is foundational to child survival, protection and development and subsequent tiers of learning, socialisation and 
economic growth and productivity. 
 
As per policy it was decided that the building or classroom should be structurally child friendly strong, safe and easily accessible. 
Each school must have at least one classroom, one staff or head teacher, a room, storeroom and play area for early childhood 
pupils. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 03/06/2023) 
 

KMC gives 10 point buses to Karachi University 
 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) on Saturday donated 10 point buses to the University of Karachi for its students. 
Karachi Administrator Dr Syed Saif-ur-Rehman visited the campus, met KU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood Iraqi and 
handed over the refurbished buses to the varsity’s transport department. 
 
The VC and the administrator also signed a memorandum of understanding. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1757845/kmc-gives-10-point-buses-to-karachi-university
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Speaking on the occasion, the administrator said that the KMC had a few weeks ago started the process to provide buses to the 
KU. 
He said that the KMC would also carpet road, plant saplings and help the KU in maintenance of its civic infrastructure. 
 
The VC thanked the administrator and informed the audience that he had also promised to provide an ambulance and a fire 
engine. 
He said with the help of public and private sectors the KU would be able to provide comfort to its thousands of students. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 15, 04/06/2023) 
 

‘50pc schools in Keamari district have no access to potable water’ 
 
On occasion of the Global Action Week for Education, the Pakistan Coalition for Education (PCE) and Worker’s Education and 
Research Organisation (WERO) have conducted a focus group discussion on the state of education in Keamari district. 
 
People from different walks of life took part in the discussion. These included local government representatives, people from the 
educational sector, the media, NGOs, community members and other stakeholders. The findings revealed a deteriorating 
condition of schools. 
 
According to Article 25-A of the Constitution, every child aged between five and 16 years is entitled to state-mandated education.  
 
However, data provided by the Sindh Education Management Information System indicates a dire situation in Keamari district. 
 
Out of the 216 schools in the district, 15 are closed, and 11 are classified as shelter-less. The total enrollment of 39,057 students 
accounts for only 10 per cent of the total population of children in the district. 
 
The facilities provided on campus are also in poor condition. Only 50pc of schools have access to drinking water, 173 have toilets, 
156 have electricity, and merely 81 schools have handwashing facilities. 
 
The challenges faced by girls attending government schools are particularly acute. The lack of proper washrooms and sanitation 
facilities for young girls is a significant problem. Additionally, the absence of specific facilities for disabled children, such as ramps, 
makes schools inaccessible to an entire demographic. 
 
The lack of accessibility and transparency in the development budget is a cause for concern. Only individuals well-versed in the 
system can access the budget, after navigating through numerous obstacles. The budget is not readily available in a complete 
form. People should have the right to easily access and understand the budget. Failing to provide this information feels like an 
attempt to evade criticism and valid concerns. 
 
Furthermore, school management committees (SMCs) are virtually non-existent. These committees, consisting of principals, 
teachers, community members, and parents, are crucial for maintaining infrastructure quality and services. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 10/06/2023) 
 

Education & EQ 
 
EMOTIONAL intelligence, or emotional quotient, is as significant as intelligence quotient. EQ, based on social intelligence, is the 

capacity to comprehend, utilise and regulate one’s emotions in constructive ways to 
reduce stress, communicate effectively, empathise with others, overcome problems, 
and diffuse disputes. Research also tells us about the ‘curse of emotion’, whereby 
individuals with a high EQ might arouse negative feelings. However, rational individuals 
with higher EQ fare better than those who are emotionally attached to an opinion or 
ideology. 
 
Contemporary learning theories stress EQ-responsive curricula, instruction, assessment 
and learning environments to promote holistic development, including self-awareness, 
among the students. Self-awareness depends on the level of mental autonomy, 

objective self-analysis, and decision-making abilities, with teachers and parents as support. However, schools and homes tend 
to promote the memorisation of specific knowledge, without considering the students’ interests or potential. What can only be 
called ‘instructional policing’ demands obedience from the students and often results in physical or emotional abuse, if the young 
learners take no interest or resist. Meanwhile, parents want to fulfil their own dreams through their children’s education. 
 
With such a narrow understanding of learning at home and in schools, students feel fear and anxiety, and are prone to negative 
emotions — in contrast to how it should be. Research tells us that a learner’s multiple intelligences, while possessing their own 
strengths and weaknesses, seldom function independently of one another. Musical-rhythmic, visual-spatial, verbal-linguistic, 
logical-mathematical, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and naturalistic intelligences are examples. A creative, 
imaginative youngster, though possessing poor memorisation powers, may do very well in some areas but may not get good 
grades in an exam. Notwithstanding their skills, such children are deemed failures. 
 
Standardised tests also largely function as an evaluation model, measuring students, with varying abilities, against fixed 
knowledge standards. There is nothing holistic about the teaching approach that supports such tests. In fact, assessments must 
go beyond merely quantifying what has been learnt; it must also highlight areas for development for both students and teachers. 
Regrettably, teachers rely on syllabus completion and memorised material to set exam questions. As a student, I recall having to 
rote learn many ‘answers’. So I had no idea what I was reciting in front of my teachers or why one student was praised while the 
other was punished. 
 
Exams must go beyond quantifying what has been learnt. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1758946/50pc-schools-in-keamari-district-have-no-access-to-potable-water
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We must prioritise learning keeping our youngsters’ EQ in mind. This could be done through an enabling atmosphere instead of 
being made to face pressure to deliver ‘A’ or ‘A’-plus grades. Schools must be made aware of their students’ talents and adapt 
their teaching methods accordingly, rather than subjecting them to homogenous teaching methodologies and rote learning-based 
assessments, which can never handle diverse intelligences and modes of learning. Intelligence denotes acting purposefully, 
thinking rationally and applying information rather than merely storing it. It is more about how to learn than what to learn. 
 
Our curricula, textbooks, teachers, in fact the overall learning system, must consider diversity in terms of multiple intelligences as 
each child is different. The fear of failure must be reduced by sensitively addressing children’s learning requirements. 
 
More important is the skill and courage to ask questions. Learning relies on asking logical questions as opposed to just searching 
for accurate answers. The repression of inquiry in the name of obedience stifles the courage and curiosity of children and causes 
them emotional harm. The curricula, teachers and parents expect obedience, which essentially means executing an action on 
the orders of an authority to maintain a show of respect. Teachers and parents are the people closest to children, but they are 
also people from whom children hide a lot of things. Respect is a two-way street — between teachers and students, and between 
parents and children. 
 
Updated scientific research tells us that the students’ reflective learning experiences indicate an increase in self-introspection, 
emotional awareness, emotional regulation and understanding others. Moving from homogeneous expectations to multiple 
intelligences is the most effective approach. We can achieve this by allowing adequate space for new modes of learning that 
stimulate our children’s intellectual capital rather than memory, therefore preparing pupils for life than just for exams. We need to 
raise our children with greater EQ, so that they remain productive for themselves and society. 
(By Nazir A. Joghzai Dawn, 07, 20/06/2023) 
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