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Protesting teachers thrashed, 40 held|

Police on Monday resorted to baton-charge IBA-passed teachers and detained 40 of them for staging a sit-in near the Sindh
Assembly as their services were not being confirmed despite a passage of over four years, according to witnesses, organisers
and police.

Hundreds of teachers, who had come from different parts of the province, protested outside the Karachi Press Club. They claimed
that 3,700 teachers had passed IBA tests in 2018, but their services were not being confirmed. They started a march towards the
assembly and when they reached near Sindh Boys Scouts, police prevented them from moving further by erecting barriers there.

As the protesting teachers tried to remove the barriers, the police resorted to baton-charge. A teacher, Wagar Soomro, was
injured and shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for treatment, according to the organisers.

The police also detained 40 teachers.
Kamran Jamali, focal person of the protesting teachers, told media that Deputy Commissioner-South Abdul Sattar Isani and the
education department officials held talks with them, but they did not yield positive results as despite passage of four years, their

main demand of permanent recruitment as teachers was not being fulfilled.

He announced they would hold a protest outside the CM House on Tuesday (today).
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 05/07/2022)

Academics call for fresh ad to appoint KU vice chancellor|

Describing the appointment process for the post of Karachi University’s vice chancellor as “highly controversial”, several senior
teachers said the process lacked transparency and should be started afresh.

Speaking to Dawn, teachers said the appointment process, still being contested in courts by some candidates, had lost credibility.

Last month, the chief minister had interviewed three shortlisted candidates — Prof Jamil Hasan Kazmi, former acting vice
chancellor Prof Khalid Iragi and Prof Moonis Ahmer — for the post of KU vice chancellor. However, a notification is still awaited.

Pointing to major lapses in the process, he said the government had to revert to the old eligibility criteria on the court orders and
then the Higher Education Commission (HEC) carried out a flawed exercise in the name of verifying candidates’ research papers.

Believe appointment process became ‘highly controversial’

“Teachers have no trust in this process which has only created more controversies over the past three years. The provincial
authorities and the federal HEC are responsible for this mess,” shared Prof Shah Aliul Qader heading the Karachi University
Teachers’ Society (Kuts).

“How could the commission ignored its past notifications and reject papers [of some candidates] published before 20057 This
decision gave the impression that the commission wanted to direct [manipulate] affairs in a certain way,” he said, adding: “Then,
we came to know that the chairman of the search committee has co-authored at least two papers with one candidate. Given this
situation, | believe that even if the university gets a vice chancellor out of this process today, the incoming head wouldn't be
strong enough to manage university’s current challenges.”

Seconding his opinion, Kuts executive member Prof Samar Sultana said the chain of events from the publication of the
advertisement for the post of KU vice chancellor in 2019, and the continued delay on part of the government to implement court
orders suggested that the ‘delay meant to benefit a particular candidate who could complete the number of 25 research papers
required as part of the eligibility criteria’.

“We think that there should be fresh advertisement for the post, inviting applications from across the country. Second, there must
not be any conflict of interest among the search committee members, including its head and the candidates, and the whole
process of scrutiny and selection should be done in three months.”

‘A better competition’|
Teachers were of the opinion that a new advertisement for the post would lead to a better competition as now the number of
candidates eligible for the post from within KU had significantly increased.

“There were several female deans who didn’t apply for the post in 2019, thinking it would be inappropriate as the acting vice
chancellor himself was a candidate for the post. But, now they would definitely join the race if the government provides them with
an opportunity,” said Dr Bilquees Gul, senior professor and Director, Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialisation at
KU.

Dr Abid Hasnain, retired professor and former dean science and director evening programme, however, believed that the
government with three shortlisted candidates still have the opportunity to appoint a professor with impeccable character and
academic integrity as KU’s vice chancellor.

“It can make the right choice. Else, the other option should be to invite fresh applications,” he said, questioning the government
decision to appoint a professor at 27th number in the seniority list as the acting vice chancellor in 2019.

The rejected candidates alleged that the HEC verified journals and not papers as directed by the court.
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Mired in controversies, the appointment process was challenged in the Sindh High Court soon after the post was advertised in
June, 2019. The government later issued a corrigendum in which the criteria relating to experience, research work and age was
changed, apparently to benefit a few candidates.

The government had to revert to the old eligibility criteria on the orders of the court which directed it to consider all applicants for
the post.

It also had to re-form the search committee (again on the court orders) tasked to carry out the selection process after some
candidates challenged it on the grounds that two members of the committee (former KU vice chancellors) had conflict of interest
with Prof Iragi who served as an advisor under them.

Recently, it came to surface that the incumbent head of the search committee had co-authored two research papers with Prof
Iraqi, the shortlisted candidate for the post of KU vice chancellorship.

Also, sources pointed to the questionable role HEC had played in the verification of research papers assigned by the court.

It dropped out few candidates after rejecting their papers published before June, 2005, on the ground that they were not printed
in the list of 181 HEC-verified journals.

This list, sources said, didn't exist before 2022, and that the HEC in its old directives had allowed university bodies to verify
papers printed before 2005.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 15/07/2022)

35 briefly detained as police baton-charge protesting teachers|

Police on Monday baton-charged and detained around three-dozen teachers as they attempted to march on the Chief Minister
House from the Karachi Press Club in protest over their non-regularisation of their jobs.

SSP-South Asad Raza said that the senior police and district administration officials held talks with the protesting teachers at the
KPC. They were informed that a summary for regularisation of their jobs had been moved to the chief minister and they should
wait for the government decision in this regard.

He said that the protesters were also informed about a ban on staging rallies / gatherings in the red zone. However, despite this,
the protesting teachers removed barricades and started running towards the CM House.

He said police intercepted them near Jinnah Courts on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, resorted to baton charge and took into custody
35 teachers. He said that six female teachers were also detained, but they were released immediately.

Both tracks of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road leading towards the CM House were closed for vehicular traffic, which was diverted on
alternative routes.

Later, the protesting teachers resumed their protest at the KPC.

Talking to the media, the teachers said they passed required tests and were appointed on a contract basis in 2018 but despite
the passage of three years, their services were not being regularised, prompting them to initiate a protest movement.

They claimed that they were holding a peaceful protest but the police subjected them to torture and detained their colleagues
including females.

Meanwhile, a spokesperson for the South police said that all protesting teachers were released after they undertook not to venture
into the red zone again.

He said that the police condemned the manhandling of a female teacher by a policewoman. “The policewoman has been
suspended and action is being taken against her,” he said.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 19/07/2022)

Faculty abandons KU dept as building crumbles

The University of Karachi (UoK), which is the city’s largest public sector university, has been in dire straits for the past many
years. Its crumbling edifice and dilapidated infrastructure across various departments has now become a public hazard, and can
be traced to the negligence of the university administration.

One such deteriorating department is the university’s biochemistry building, which has been abandoned by the faculty after
incidents of collapsing structures and teachers being electrocuted. The boycott of UoK’s department of biochemistry came into
effect at the start of this semester, regarding which all students were duly informed. While on the other hand, all the teachers of
the department have jointly handed a letter to the chairperson Dr Farhat Batool, in which 17 teachers, taking a clear stand, said
that they will not teach any classes until and unless the department building is repaired. “We cannot risk our lives and the lives
of our students any longer,” the letter highlighted.
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Karachi University Teachers’
Association President Prof
Shah Ali Al Qadr, who is also
part of the faculty of
Biochemistry, has confirmed
furnishing the aforementioned
letter to the department and
the following boycott by
teachers. “This is a [crisis]
situation not only of our
department but of the entire
university. The vice chancellor
had visited the department a
few days ago and said that
they will make the needful
repairs,” said the Teachers’
Association President who is
of the signatories of the letter.

However, certain  sources
have conveyed that UoK'’s
Acting Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
| Nasira Khatoon, had made it
h 1 i¢ clear on the occasion of the

. visit that the university does

not have the money for construction and repairs. It was instead prescribed that the teachers should contact their alumni and
wealthy donors who would be willing to spend on the university out of good will. It should be remembered that despite the visit of
the acting vice chancellor, the situation of the department is still the same and the teachers are on a teaching boycott for a week.

Meanwhile, students of the university’s biochemistry department have still been coming to class to spend idle time and go back
home a few hours later. “The state of infrastructure in our department is so bad that it feels like we have come for fieldwork in an
old building to do research on ruins. The teachers have boycotted the building, and apparently this boycott is meant for our benefit
and their ow too, but there should be a foreseeable result of such drastic measures. We don’t see any feathers being ruffled,”
commented a student of the department.

The department’s teachers on the other hand believe that this year's heavy monsoon rains have made the building even more
hazardous than before, and it is only a matter of time before the whole structure starts crumbling. “The university’s engineers say
that they have to tender for construction and repair, which requires a lot of time, and this has been said repeatedly for several
months. But till now the tender has not been given and nor has the construction started, while our lives are being gambled with
every day,” said a teacher on conditions of anonymity. “It should however be noted that this situation has not come out of the
blue, but the department’s condition has been deteriorating under the tenure of at least the last three vice chancellors, none of
whom have batted an eye lash in the regard. Be that as it may, the distribution of leave encashment from the funds given by the
Government of Sindh or the Higher Education Commission has continued every year of every term, except for the previous vice
chancellor,” lamented another faculty member while speaking to The Express Tribune.

(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 27/07/2022)

Ignoring all concerns, CM Murad appoints Dr Khalid Mahmood Iragi as new KU VC|

Ignoring concerns and criticism over the controversial selection process, the chief minister on Thursday appointed Prof Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi as the 22nd vice chancellor of Karachi University (KU) for a term of four years.

The appointment for the much-coveted post was pending for weeks following candidates’ interviews, which were held last month.
“In exercise of powers vested in him under Section 13(1) of the University of Karachi Act, 1972, as amended by Sindh Universities
and Institutes Laws (Amendment) Act-2018, the Honorable Chief Minister Sindh has been pleased to appoint Prof Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iragi as Vice Chancellor of Karachi University for a period of four years,” says a July 28 notification released by the
Universities and Boards Department.

The two other candidates interviewed for the post were Prof Moonis Ahmer and Prof Syed Jamil Hasan Kazmi. Their names,
including that of Prof Iraqi, were forwarded by the search committee to the chief minister.

Prof Iraqgi had earlier served as the acting vice chancellor of KU for almost three years.
Speaking to , he expressed his desire to tackle all challenges the university is faced with, particularly its financial constraints.

“It's indeed a difficult time not just for KU but all universities across Pakistan currently experiencing a serious economic crisis,”
Prof Iragi said, adding that he would work with all colleagues on the campus as a team.

About his plans for university’s financial issues, he said it's time to move towards self-sustainability, which could be achieved
through revenue generation and cost-cutting measures.

“For instance, university’s electricity bills have increased from around Rs30m to Rs50m. We can bring it down by running our
academic facilities on solar energy. The experiment has already been done in few departments while the rest can gradually be
shifted to the renewable energy source.”
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He rejected criticism against his credentials and said he didn’t do anything “illegal” during his three-year tenure as the acting KU
vice chancellor.

Prof Iraqi is expected to take over charge of the office on Friday.

The university is currently headed by Prof Nasira Khatoon, also the dean science, who took over as the first female acting vice
chancellor of KU in March, 2022 after the government had removed Prof Iragi on court orders.

Prof Nasira was the senior most professor on the campus.

[Controversial process|
It may be recalled that the selection process for the (regular) post of KU vice chancellor had been controversial since May, 2019
after KU vice chancellor Prof Muhammad Ajmal Khan passed away.

The chief minister decided to hand over the charge of KU acting vice chancellor to Prof Iraqi. This appointment was very much
against the principles of merit and court rulings under which the senior-most university professor should be given the top slot in
the interim period till the government made a regular appointment.

Prof Iragi was at 27th number on the seniority list at that time.

In June 2019, the government advertised the vacant post of vice chancellor, but later issued a corrigendum in which the criteria
relating to experience, research work and age was changed, apparently to benefit a few candidates.

The government had to revert to the old eligibility criteria on the orders of court, which directed it to consider all applicants for the
post.

Sources said the government adopted another strategy to delay the process by asking one of the candidates to get his research
papers verified from the HEC.

The candidate challenged this in court, which directed the relevant authorities to get papers of all applicants verified by the HEC.

The first court directive in this regard came in February 2021. Later, the court ordered removal of Prof Iragi as acting vice
chancellor.

It also directed the government to reconstitute the search committee tasked to carry out the selection process after some
candidates challenged it on the grounds that two members of the committee (former KU vice chancellors) had conflict of interest
with Prof Iragi who served as an adviser under them.

Recently, it came to surface that Prof Tariq Rafi, the incumbent head of the search committee, had co-authored two research
papers with Prof Iraqi.

Also, sources pointed to the questionable role the HEC had played in the verification of research papers as assigned by the court.

It dropped out a few candidates after rejecting their papers, published before June 2005, on the ground that they were not printed
in the list of 181 HEC-verified journals.

This list, the sources said, did not exist before 2022, and that the HEC in its old directives had allowed university bodies to verify
papers printed before 2005.

Another major flaw in the HEC'’s verification process, candidates stated, was that the commission verified the research journals
and not papers.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 29/07/2022)

Girls take lead in AKU-EB results|

The Aga Khan University Examination Board (AKU-EB) announced the annual examination results for its Secondary and Higher
Secondary School qualifications on Thursday, which showed that 63 per cent of all high achievers were girls.

This year too, the AKU-EB awarded one national level position for SSC and HSSC qualifications each, and provincial level overall
and group-wise top three positions for both SSC and HSSC.

Ahmed Wali from Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Gilgit, achieved National Level Overall First Position in HSSC and
Wareesha Khan from Sindh achieved National Level Overall First Position in SSC.

Young Ahmed Wali noted: “AKU-EB does not assess students’ rote memorisation, ho matter how much you try to memorise
books. It is the conceptual learning | focused on when preparing for the examinations. AKU-EB has not constrained me to the
textbooks, it has taught me how to live.”

Wareesha Khan, national high achiever from Sindh, said: “I feel fortunate to be a part of the AKU-EB education system. | was
assessed for my intellectual ability, for conceptual learning and not for memorising the information given in the books.”

For the HSSC qualifications, the first positions at the provincial level were awarded to Ahmed Wali from Gilgit Baltistan, Sana
Muftah from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Saleha Abid from Sindh, and Bareera Nasir Ahmad from Chenab Nagar.

For the SSC qualifications, the first positions at the provincial level were awarded to Haseeba Yousaf from GB, Aliya Shah from
KP and Kashifa Asif from Chenab Nagar.
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According to the Sukkur IBA Public School Principal Dr Ali Gohar Chang: “AKU-EB is about high-quality examination and
assessment. It has been working as a driving force for improving quality education across Pakistan. We are fortunate that our
SSC and HSSC students are performing well under the AKU-EB system. It is a way for us to know that our quality of teaching
learning is at par with international standards.”

The board also recognised the collective efforts and partnership with its affiliated schools and found it critical in the successful
performance of its schools across Pakistan.

The board in its press release said, “This year, the Korangi Academy has shown exceptional performance in the AKU-EB annual
examinations.”

According to Ms Asma Nasir, the principal of Korangi Academy: “For our school, it is a historical day. Our students’ national level
achievement reflects the work of the Board with its affiliated schools, especially in the areas of teaching, learning and assessment.
AKU-EB has opened the horizon of success for our students.”

AKU-EB CEO Dr Shehzad Jeeva noted: “AKU-EB students have demonstrated a phenomenal performance. Our high standards
and academic rigour have prepared our students to compete globally. | am proud to see that AKU-EB students have reached
more than 100 international universities, and more than 53 per cent of students enter top 15 universities in Pakistan.”

(By Editorial, Dawn, 14, 05/08/2022)

Pakistan’s universities at 75|

AT birth, Pakistan inherited Punjab University in Lahore, the only among the Raj's 16 universities. Seventy-five years later, there
are 120-plus officially recognised universities. Roughly an equal number of non-
recognised institutions are self-declared teaching universities. College numbers
have skyrocketed from 30-35 to 1,500 or more. Higher education has taken off — or
So it seems.

Commonly touted signs of success: most universities boast lists with a PhD against
every teacher’s name and award a fantastically large number of doctoral degrees.
Research is thriving. A half joke is that professors are publishing so many research
papers and books these days they have no time to even read what they write. But in
fact it's no joke at all!

One superstar professor with the highest Pakistani national award is credited with
1,000 mathematics research papers over three years — almost one per day. Another publishes an average of 25 thick books in
chemistry research (about one per two weeks) every year and dozens of papers annually. In 2020, Stanford University reportedly
chose 81 Pakistani scientists from 159,683 scientists across the world. The myth lives although Stanford flatly denied the report.

For all these ‘successes’, within campuses the stench of intellectual rot is overpowering. Ask a prolific author to present his
research work before an informed audience and hackles rise. Rare is the professor, dean, or vice chancellor who reads books
for pleasure or can sensibly debate some current academic topic. Most cannot name the last serious book they read, fiction or
otherwise.

Scholarly discourse is rare and even basic competencies can be difficult to find in universities.

Rare also is the professor who delivers an academic lecture in syntactically correct Urdu or English. A bastardised admixture is
normal for this linguistically troubled country. Writing skills? Even with correcting smartphones and computers, deciphering what
a professor or student really wants to say isn’t always easy. Brilliant exceptions exist but, of course, exceptions are exceptions.

Academic poverty becomes more visible upon traversing softer fields like business administration and digital marketing towards
harder ones like mathematics and physics. In those 20-30 university departments that teach harder subjects only a few dozen
professors can solve 12th-grade A-level math-physics problems or compete with a good pre-university Viethamese student.

Social sciences and liberal arts are relatively better off. But professors and students must worry about red lines. Appealing to
abstract canons of academic freedom won't help since ‘imported’ Western concepts are scorned. A case in point is the discipline
of philosophy. This requires unfettered freedom to explore. Nine philosophy departments notwithstanding, can anyone name a
single Pakistani philosopher accepted as such by the international community of philosophers?

A still seamier, uglier side: some universities brazenly sell degrees under the counter, professors demand money from students
in exchange for grades, administrators boost personal incomes through fixing appointments, and sexual harassment is okay until
it becomes too visible. Although the student body is hyper religious, regular in prayer and eager to lynch blasphemers, yet most
are comfortable with cheating in examinations.

Surveying the landscape of this broken system one asks: what created such appalling intellectual deserts punctuated by just an
occasional oasis? History gives the answer.

Living in the dream world of past glories, two centuries ago the Muslims of north India were dead set against modern secular
education and the influx of new European ideas. The heroic efforts of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan to fight for science, English language,
and modern learning met some success but not enough. His Aligarh Muslim University, the so-called “arsenal of Muslim India”,
eventually became the forward base for the Pakistan Movement. However, contrary to his hopes, AMU failed to become an
Oxford or Cambridge.

Acceptance of non-madressah education was slow and grudging. It came too late. At partition, most professors were Hindus who
fled to India once rioting began. Abandoned senior posts were promptly seized by junior Muslim professors and lecturers.
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Bypassing due process, political appointments allowed academic mediocrities to become department heads, deans and vice
chancellors. The new gatekeepers were perennially suspicious of potential challenges to their authority. Thus each new
generation slipped behind the previous one. A degenerative cycle explains the present.

To fix, two different directions were taken. First, after Gen Musharraf joined the war on terrot, American dollars rained from the
skies.

All earlier objections to niggardly government spending evaporated. New universities and new buildings sprouted together with
new salary scales for professors, cash for publishing papers, stipends for PhDs, overseas scholarships, and sparkling new
equipment.

Second, and more recently, in the name of discipline and organisation, the leadership of some large universities was handed to
retired military officers. Universities in Islamabad have many such heads now. These retirees have created souped-up versions
of cadet colleges they attended in Hasanabdal and Kohat. Dress and hairstyles are tightly controlled. So are thoughts.

What's the way ahead? If the smoking genie from Aladdin’s lamp was to somehow appear and ask me for three wishes, here
would be my list:

First, | wish that Pakistani professors turn into an ethical community. This means don’t reward or punish a student for any reason
except academic performance; don't pretend you know the answer to a question which you don’t actually know; don’t publish a
research paper unless it has something new and important to say; don’'t defend your friends once they have been caught; and
don't think you are entitled to your salary unless you actually work for it.

Second, | wish we could all be excited by the vast amounts of knowledge generated by the day. Every one of us would then
struggle to constantly self-learn and self-educate. In a world of incredibly rapid change, the university degree you earned
yesterday means little today. Unless professors run with their changing field they cannot inspire their students.

Third, | wish all teachers and administrators acknowledge their ethical responsibility to produce young adults who can think for
themselves. This means the still-dominant authoritarian traditions of teaching must go. Instead of being automatically entitled to
respect by students, every teacher must earn this by demonstrating a high level of maturity and knowledge.

Hopefully the genie will grant my wishes. But | can’t seem to find that magic lamp.
(By Pervez Hoodbhoy Dawn, 06, 13/08/2022)

Two candidates contest appointment of Dr Iragi as KU vice chancellor|

The controversy over the selection process of the vice chancellor of the University of Karachi is not yet over as two senior
professors, who had been rejected for the post, have approached the Sindh chief minister asking him to cancel the findings of a
search committee and hold interviews again “with full transparency”.

Prof Dr Moonis Ahmar and Prof Dr Jamil H. Kazmi wrote a letter, a copy of which is available with Dawn, to the chief minister and
contested the appointment of Prof Khalid Mehmood Iragi as KU vice chancellor alleging that the search committee that
interviewed the candidates on June 16 was “totally biased, hostile and favoured him”.

“Furthermore, there is a conflict of interest between the head of the search committee [Dr Tariq Rafi] and Dr Iraqi because he co-
authored two articles in research journals with Dr Iragi and his wife is doing PhD in the genetics department, which questioned
his neutrality,” the July 31 letter says.

Prof Ahmar and Prof Kazmi along with Prof Iragi were shortlisted for the post of KU VC by the search committee last month.
Raise allegations against search committee; apex court refers back petition against KU VC hiring process to SHC

Their letter also refers to the Jan 26 order of the Sindh High Court according to which the government officials concerned were
required to upload the video recording of the candidates’ interviews. “To the best of knowledge of the undersigned, the in-camera
video hasn’t been uploaded on the website of the government of Sindh. We demand that the in-camera video should be uploaded
on the website of the government of Sindh and also shared in the court of law.”

It alleges mala fide intentions in the manner interviews were conducted and numbers were given to the candidates.

“Kindly note that both of us worked as Meritorious Professors in B-22 and our academic credentials, apart from administrative
and teaching experience also include foreign post-doctoral research, research projects and research publications in renowned
international journals.

“Kindly note that Dr Khalid Iraqi is not a Meritorious Professor and twice rejected by the selection board. Furthermore, we should
be told why we were not selected for the post of vice chancellor,” the letter says.

When contacted, Dr Tariq Rafi, also the chairman of Sindh Higher Education Commission (SHEC), denied the allegations raised
by the teachers, contending that the search committee comprised five individuals, two of them senior bureaucrats, who
independently ranked the candidates.

“Even, if my marks [given to Dr Iraqi] were taken out of the whole process, he would still rank higher than other candidates as he
received greater numbers from other committee members as well,” he said.

About the in-camera recording of the interviews, he said that he would contact the official concerned to get it uploaded on the
government’s website.
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“My wife got enrolled for the doctoral studies eight years back and it's completely absurd to say this influenced the selection
process now in any way,” he said, adding that the co-authored papers were published when he was heading the Jinnah Sindh
Medical University and not the provincial HEC.

About the twice rejection in the selection board, KU vice chancellor Prof Iraqi clarified that he applied for Meritorious Professorship
only once. “It was, perhaps, in 2016. | wasn't shortlisted.”

Meanwhile, in a related development, a three-member bench of the Supreme Court has sent back the petition filed against the
procedure of appointment of KU vice chancellor to the Sindh High Court and directed that the top court of the province should
take a decision after examining all the facts.

Last month, the chief minister had appointed Prof Iragi as KU vice chancellor for a term of four years.
The selection process had remained controversial since the post was advertised in May 2019.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 15/08/2022)

The colonial school curriculum|

HOW does one see India’s past? The question took centre stage on Monday as Prime Minister Modi offered lessons from his
knowledge of India’s past while celebrating independence daﬂ from the Mughal-built
Red Fort. And while he was in full cry, an Indian warship was docking at San Diego,
reportedly for the first time since independence, to celebrate India’s independence from
colonial rule.

In his zeal to leave instructions on how to remember those who fought for independence,
Mr Modi, tethered to his toxic narration of the past, put Nehru and Savarkar as equal
heroes of Indian independence. For some, it would be akin to seeing Bernie Sanders
and Donald Trump as comrades in the defence of American democracy.

As things turned out, Karan Thapar had interviewed Prof Romila Thapar a day before Mr Modi’s national tutorial.

As a 15-year-old schoolgoer on Aug 15, 1947, Romila Thapar experienced the once-in-a-lifetime thrill of the moment of India
becoming free. The historian used the interview to remind how Modi’s followers and his mentors had fallen for history espoused
by the colonial scholar James Stuart Mill.

The Scotsman became the first historian to categorise Indian past in communal terms, into the Hindu, Muslim and British periods,
on the basis of dominant political powers and their religious affiliations. That's more or less what too many students in India and
Pakistan have been regurgitating.

Mill, who wrote the History of British India in 1817 and noted that he had never been to India and was unable to speak any Indian
languages, claimed nevertheless that this improved the work’s moral objective. The categories he created played no small role
in the communal frenzy of 1947.

How one reads the past can depend on diverse factors, including early tuitions at home and from the pulpit.

The Pope took 400 years to forgive Galileo, as Alistair Cooke reminded us on BBC, for unwittingly contradicting what the Bible
taught. Galileo’s much-lauded telescope in a way got him into trouble when he discovered that it was the earth that went around
the sun, and not what the scriptures said.

Mr Modi may know that there are mythical characters in different traditions across the world with a human head on an animal
body and the opposite as well. However, he prefers to subscribe to the view that Lord Ganesha’s elephant head indicates ancient
India’s ability to perform cosmetic surgery.

There is also a happier way to figure out the past, by probing the hows and the whys of historical events, particularly those that
tend to get buried unnoticed.

Maulana Surti was among the more loved teachers at the Aligarh Muslim University. He would leave his class occasionally to
offer prayers and then return quickly to the subject. He taught Darwin as a mandatory subject to students of humanities. A boy
studying with the fabled Marxist historian Irffan Habib wondered aloud at the apparent contradiction in Maulana Surti's belief in
the Creation, and his informed lectures on evolution. “You may borrow the book from Prof Habib, the one Chairman Mao wrote,
On Contradiction.” The class took the message with good cheer and everyone’s respect for Maulana Surti’s affable humour grew.

History is often mistaken as a compilation of important dates, though sometimes dates do become pivotal links to the present. ‘In
fourteen hundred and ninety-two/ Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” That's one way, as Mr Dignum taught us at La Martiniere
College in Lucknow, of remembering the crucial voyage Christopher Columbus made in 1492.

Another way of understanding the same moment would be to read Howard Zinn's People’s History of the United States. Why did
Columbus set sail, and why then and not earlier, and what impact does that voyage continue to have in faraway places today,
say, in the evolution of racism in the US, or in imperialism at work in Ukraine, so tragically?

‘In fourteen hundred and ninety-eight/ Da Gama knocked at India’s gate.” The Portuguese arrival in Calicut, in what is now
northern Kerala, presaged the start of European rivalries in distant parts of the world, including in every direction of India.
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In a nutshell, Vasco da Gama laid the grounds for not only colonial rule in India, but also planted dragon seeds by bringing along
a new scholarship of history, which the Savarkars and the Golwalkars and their Muslim counterparts in Pakistan have continued
to embrace.

Mr Modi additionally coins a task every now and then with which Indian citizens are expected to refurbish their faltering nationalist
fervour. His curious advisories have included the exhortation to bang metal pots and pans from every Indian’s balcony or rooftop
to coalesce the country into a united force against, say, the coronavirus. His followers were a step ahead, collectively chanting in
small or large groups their magic mantra: “Corona go away. Go away corona.”

Having theorised that the pandemic was spread by Muslims, the followers went on to observe their own religious mandate. They
gathered in millions, without a stitch of safety measure, for a holy dip in the Ganga to salve their souls, collectively. The pandemic
spiralled. It's not that Muslim groups were not to blame. Mindlessness is not the monopoly of any single religious group.

The prime minister appears to be well-meaning. This year the advice was for every citizen to fly the national flag from the rooftops.
History, however, reveals that Gandhiji would have problems with the call.

“But for the poisoned atmosphere prevalent here, | would have unfurled the tricolour flag myself,” he once said. “But to whom
may | appeal today? Suppose | unfurled the flag and even my Muslim brothers accepted it but in sullen silence, | would not want
that.”

It would not be wrong to see how Gandhi’s killers stalk India as traumatic reminders of the damage colonial scholarship has done
to the dream the founding fathers nurtured for a very complex country, but unravelling just as they feared it could.
(By Jawed Naqvi Dawn, 06, 16/08/2022)

Around 56,000 students in Pakistan get their O Level results|

Thousands of students who had appeared for their Cambridge O Level, Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) and Cambridge International Certificate in Education (ICE) exams in June 2022 received their results on
Thursday along with a quarter of a million of their peers from around the world.

It was a test of nerves for the students in Sindh as fearing bad weather and torrential rains the provincial government had ordered
closure of all education institutions for a day. Many students who were looking forward to going to school and receiving their
results in person from there and celebrating with their friends were unable to do that. Some schools notified them about their
results through email, some through WhatsApp and some through phone calls. But until that happened, they all kept checking
their email accounts and smart phones. Many also kept checking with their friends if they had received their results yet.

Still, all schools did not follow that pattern. Some schools did keep their office open for their Cambridge students to be able to
come and take their results from them in person.

Then after getting the results, there were others things to worry about as some students were not happy and satisfied with their
results unlike others who were quite happy. Also, it was felt by many students that this year the threshold was too high because
many hardworking students expecting higher grades did not get what they had hoped for.

It has been another difficult year for students and teachers worldwide, with some still affected by lockdowns and most still dealing
with the various effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In Pakistan, over 200,000 Cambridge O Level and Cambridge IGCSE subject entries were made by schools in the June 2022
exam series, with around 56,000 students appearing for exams from 628 schools. Students sat their exams amid strict Covid-19
standard operating procedures, which were implemented to keep them safe, whilst enabling them to gain their qualifications and
continue with their next educational steps. Cambridge International (Cl) also provided support to help students and teachers to
adapt running of exams and other assessments to the disruption caused by Covid-19.

Islamiyat, English Language and Pakistan Studies were the most popular Cambridge O Level subjects in the June 2022 exam
series among Pakistani students.

CI's chief accountable officer Christine Ozden said that this year had been another tough one. “The pandemic has continued to
disrupt our lives and learning in different ways. Some of our students and teachers have been affected by school closures and
ongoing restrictions,” he said and added: “More than ever, | congratulate Cambridge students for their hard work towards these
results. They’'ve shown great resilience and dedication to get to this point, and | am proud of everyone’s achievements. They can
now progress to new opportunities and experiences, and I'm confident they have the skills, knowledge and courage to succeed
in every choice they make.”

“l also want to express special thanks to Cambridge schools and teachers. Their commitment and passion for education has
been fundamental to their students’ success,” he further said.

Cl Pakistan country director Uzma Yousuf said that she would like to congratulate all of their students in Pakistan on their
Cambridge O Level and Cambridge IGCSE results.

She said: “This is a fantastic achievement, in the face of yet another difficult year, as these students have had to overcome many
challenges brought by the Covid-19 pandemic,” and added: “All those receiving results today should be very proud of what they
have achieved. | would also like to congratulate the teachers, schools and families for the constant support they have given to
our students through such uncertain times, which has enabled them to gain their qualifications and continue with their studies.”

“I would like to appreciate the diligence of our partners, the British Council, for conducting these exams during this time and for
ensuring the safety of all the students taking their exams, by adhering to strict Covid-19 safety measures,” she continued.
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Across the entire Cl exam series in June 2022, more than 460,000 students, making 1.4 million entries in 147 countries, were
able to gain the qualifications they need to progress.

More than 700 schools across Pakistan offer Cambridge programmes and qualifications to their students. The Cambridge
Pathway curriculum offers flexibility and choice to students and schools, with over 40 subjects available in Cambridge O Level,
over 70 subjects at Cambridge IGCSE and over 55 subjects offered at Cl AS and A Level, and a choice of two exam series each
year. Cl AS and A Level results have already been announced on Aug 11.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 19/08/2022)

Half of govt schools to stay shut
At least 50 per cent of government-run schools in Sindh will not be in the position to operate from today.

A total of 4,915 schools in all 30 districts of the province, including in the port city, have been occupied by the internally displaced
persons affected by the floods.

Sources told the Express Tribune that the education department has not decided as yet if it will be in the position to smoothly
run
the schools for the next two months.

There is a total of 49446 schools in the province. Out of them, 5219 schools have been fully damaged while 10,623 Schools
were partially damaged while 4915 schools are being used as IDP camps. It is pertinent to mention here that the majority of the
students and teachers have also been displaced and have left their homes for safer places.

According to the education department's notification issued on Thursday, schools were supposed to open today. Sources told
The Express Tribune that deputy commissioners have been asked to compile the reports and decide which school could be
functional.

"The school was functional but has been converted into an IDP camp," said Abdullah Shah, a resident of Budhni Goth, Keamari.
He said that the parents living in the area were already prepared not to send their children to school today. "We know the situation
and will not force teachers and the education department to open schools," he added.

Shah said that over 100 families were living in a two-room school building. "Let the government decide when to start and when
to close. It's an emergency situation," he said.

Another parent on the condition of anonymity said that his two kids were enrolled in primary school. "Their studies suffered
during lockdown and now the floods made them confined to homes," he complained. He urged the government to immediately
decide the future of the students.

Don’t disturb schoolchildren
The flood victims who have taken shelter in schools in Karachi have demanded the government to shift them to another place so
that the education of children studying in these schools will not be disturbed them.

Millions of people have become homeless in about 23 districts due to the floods in Sindh. Thousands of flood affectees have
migrated to Karachi and have been accommodated in public schools, New Grammar School, Khatun Awal School, LK Advani
High School, Sachal Girls High School, Marwara Primary School in Malir, Gadap and Schem33.

The flood victims who were displaced in various districts including Nowshahro Feroze, Jacobabad, and Dadu have reached
Karachi on their own, having lost livestock, and crops in the deluge. Scores have taken shelter in the schools and have demanded
the government to shift them to another place so that the education of the children studying in these schools will not be harmed.

Talking to The Express Tribune, displaced people housed in Khatun Awwal Govt High School said many families are forced to
live in a single room in school buildings. Owing to cramped space and lack of facilities, many families have also preferred to move
in with relatives or rent houses with the help of friends and family in Karachi.

They said food and water for the flood-affected people in these schools are not satisfactory. These victims have urged for
government attention including permanent arrangements for food and water.

The victims have also appealed to the government to carry out resettlement operations in their native areas soon and relocate
them there. The victims have appealed to the political leaders including Army Chief, Prime Minister, and Sindh Chief Minister for
their resettlement as soon as possible.

The victims said that the floods have completely destroyed their houses and now they have no place to stay and neither clothes
nor food. The victims said that they had reached Karachi in a state of extreme distress. He said that he was forced to migrate to
save his life from the flood. The victims said that the members of the families are living in different camps and they are not even
in touch with each other.

(By Sameer Mandhro The Express Tribune, 04, 29/08/2022)

Textbooks prices skyrocket

Already struggling to make ends meet due to the back-breaking inflation in the country, parents of school going children in Sindh
have been further burdened by exorbitantly priced textbooks.
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The Sindh Text Book Board (STBB), which falls under the provincial department of education has increased the prices of new
books up to 300% for the academic session of 2022, much to the dismay of parents and children alike. On top of that, some
books for the intermediate level are entirely missing from the markets - making it a double whammy for students.

President of Urdu Bazar Association Karachi, Suleman Jiwani, confirmed to the Express Tribune that not only had the prices of
textbooks of STBB more than doubled but “many of the books for first and second year simply are not available in the market.”
As per Jiwani, parents who have been frequenting the Urdu Bazar Karachi, are disgruntled at the fact that the Sindh government
is making books inaccessible in already trying times.

Parents, who were visiting the book markets in preparation of the new academic year, feel that since the provincial government
can provide free books to students of public schools it could have bound the STBB to fix lower prices so that hundreds of private
school children were not overburdened. Retailers of Urdu Bazar, concurring with the sentiments of parents, as high prices mean
fewer customers, revealed that the complete course had become out of reach. “For example, the ninth grade book set which
previously retailed for Rs1,000 is not even available for Rs2,000 now,” said one retailer. He further informed that the prices for
Sindhi subject books had gone up from Rs40 to Rs100; Pakistan Studies from Rs111 to Rs260; mathematics books from Rs200
to 420; physics books had gone up from Rs150 to Rs 300; whereas chemistry books were retailing at Rs256 up from Rs100.

Secretary STBB, Hafeezullah Mehar, when asked about the drastic upsurge in prices, said that the approval had been given by
the Board of Governors. “The board had not increased the prices since 2016, even when the price of paper was continuously
rising. Back in 2016, the dollar was Rs100 and now it has gone up to Rs220, so it is impossible to sell at the same prices,” said
Mehar. He further said that despite the increase in printing cost, STBB’s books were still cheaper than those of Oxford Press,
which were retailing for thousands of rupees. When asked about the unavailability of books, Mehar conceded it was an issue.
“Due to the unprecedented rains, the printing has been delayed. However, now the books will start arriving in the markets,” the
secretary said while talking to The Express Tribune.

(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 03/09/2022)

Early education|

FOR all the talk of higher education institutes being reservoirs of research, in Pakistan at least, these institutes are severely
criticised for both the production and reproduction of fake knowledge. There has been an emphatic call for genuine and real-
world research in Pakistani academia because it is realised that in the age of the knowledge economy it boosts a country’s
socioeconomic well-being, besides contributing to the development of healthy social attitudes.

There is no doubt that institutes of higher learning need to produce credible knowledge that prompts innovation and encourages
minds to thrive. This knowledge enables individuals to ask questions and inspires critical, out-of-the-box thinking. Higher
education institutes in Pakistan, however, lack these characteristics, and hence do not meet 21st-century challenges regarding
innovation and new knowledge.

In fact, the response to these challenges so far smacks of poor awareness about the education ecosystem that comprises
integration and interdependence in all levels and components of education. This may include, for example, the interplay between
basic and higher education learning design, instruction and assessment. Such lack of awareness limits the scope of solutions
and their effectiveness.

Institutes of higher learning need to encourage academic contributions by giving scholarships, upholding ethical standards and
holding unscrupulous academicians accountable, as well as putting more money into research grants. However, for all this, the
education policy needs to focus on early education, the building block on which rests the foundation of a strong higher education
system with the capacity to absorb all those qualified to meet the challenges of research work and knowledge production.

Teaching research skills must begin at the school level.

Giving scholarships for higher studies alone may not lead to knowledge production and, as is evident, has not always added
value to these institutes’ intellectual capital. The perception and experience of ‘scholarship’, for example, has been degraded and
is now associated with merely attaining a degree. It does not reflect the thirst for knowledge that is required to understand real-
world problems through the formation of well-thought-out, rational and diverse opinions. Generating ‘knowledge’ as a means of
boosting academic standing has, sadly, led to the theft of knowledge and fake research studies, affecting all levels of scholarship
— discovery, integration, application and service.

The set criteria of selection for scholarships, for example, stems from exam grades. This is by no means productive as exams
are merely a measure of what we can call the ‘paper-pencil’ capability of learners. We also tend to ignore examination
malpractices such as cheating. Grades, even if achieved on grounds of merit, may not reflect a learner’s intellectual standing,
questioning capabilities, or critical and innovative thinking.

The solution lies in reorienting the primary and secondary education system so that there is a cascading effect on the quality of
higher education institutes. At the primary and secondary levels, asking questions and analysing content must be encouraged
among students so that the fear of being wrong is removed. Chastisement and corporal punishment have no place in a class
environment and they must be replaced with appreciation for asking questions. The curriculum needs to focus on life as it is, and
changes in pedagogical methods must reflect that, for instance by giving precedence to project work rather than just learning
from given texts.

Simultaneously, memory-based exams need to be replaced with stimulating and creative forms of assessment which actually
help build intellectual capital.

Our policymakers, curriculum planners and educational leaders should refocus their energies on questioning skills and coherent
thinking among these young minds to help them prepare for a higher education system which puts premium on scientific thinking
and strong research skills.
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With such measures at the school level, even if students are unable to enrol at higher education institutes later, they would at
least have developed, by Grade 10 or 12, more rational and critical thinking skills which would overcome irrational or superstitious
attitudes that seem to prevail at the moment. Blindly following and not questioning are attitudes that reflect poorly on human
dignity.

In sum, incorporating critical and coherent thinking even at the basic levels of education to prepare young students for the rigours
of intellectual demand at universities is the need of the hour. Better quality of education at the primary and secondary levels is
more likely to ingrain analytical thinking that can eventually develop into true scholarship thus equipping students with the
intellectual capital needed to find solutions in an increasingly challenging global environment.

(By Nazir A. Jogezai Dawn, 07, 07/09/2022)

Body formed to inspect schools barred from selling notebooks|

The directorate general of private schools formed on Monday a five-member committee to implement the Sindh government
notification issued to stop private schools from selling textbooks, notebooks, other stationery items and uniforms.

According to a notification issued by Prof Salman Raza, the director general of the directorate of inspection & registration of
private institutions Sindh, on the complaints received from parents, a circular has been issued already to the principals of all
private schools under the Private Educational Institutions (Regulation and Control) Ordinance 2001 and 2005.

Now an inspection committee comprising five members has been formed to ensure the implementation of the instructions given
to the owners and principals of private schools.

The committee will visit the schools and check their records as per provisions of the circular and submit a report with
recommendations to the registration authority for an action against the schools that do not implement the instructions issued by
the directorate.

Mohammed Afzal, director of the directorate of inspection and registration of private institutions Sindh, will be the convener of the
five-member committee while Abdul Sattar Memon, director of the regional directorate of inspection; Gulab Rai, deputy director
of the directorate of inspection; Ghulam Shabbir Solangi, assistant director of the regional directorate of inspection and Akhlaq
Ahmed, monitoring officer of the directorate of inspection, will be its members.

Earlier, the Directorate of Inspection and Registration of Private Institutions Sindh had issued an order that neither any school
could publish its own notebooks, registers or journals nor they could force parents to buy them.

The order was to stop the arbitrariness of some school owners about which the students and their parents had complained.

According to the issued guidelines, no school should force parents or students to buy stationery published by them. However,
stickers with the name and logo of a school may be allowed on books etc.

Similarly, no school can provide students or parents with uniforms, school bags and textbooks from the school or encourage them
to buy such articles from any special shop.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 13/09/2022)

Urdu University in crisis as classes remain suspended for fifth day|

Teachers at the Federal Urdu University for Arts, Science and Technology (Gulshan campus) boycotted classes for the fifth
consecutive day and staged a sit-in outside the administration block on Tuesday.

They presented a list of demands to the university administration, which included releasing appointment letters to lecturers who
were chosen for the post last year, fixing and releasing salaries of appointed teachers, payment of arrears to retired teachers and
organising the pending selection boards and making subsequent appointments from June 18, 2022 so that the seniority of
selected candidates wasn't affected.

The university has been facing a crisis since long and recently its vice chancellor Dr Athar Ata sent his resignation from the post
to President Arif Alvi, who is the varsity’s chancellor. A meeting of the varsity’s Senate is scheduled for Thursday (tomorrow) at
the Sindh Governor House to appoint an acting vice chancellor of the university. The meeting would be chaired by President Alvi.

“We call upon the university administration to take up our demands in the university’'s Senate meeting schedule on Sept 15
[tomorrow] so that the chancellor takes measures to tackle the financial as well as the administrative crisis affecting the university,”
Dr Faisal Javaid heading the teachers’ association said.

Addressing his colleagues at the demonstration, he also urged the administration to immediately complete the scrutiny process
of the advertised vacant posts.

The teachers would take their protest to the next level, if their demands were not met, he warned.
(By Faiza llyas Dawn, 13, 14/09/2022)

Deprived of education|

THE fact that Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers continue to disallow girls from attending secondary school indicates that the hard-line
outfit remains wedded to its regressive worldview, despite promises of change. When the Taliban swept back to power just over
ayear ago, there were valid concerns that the group would again crack down on women'’s rights. These fears were not unfounded:
while younger girls have been allowed to attend school, the older ones have been stopped from attending high school. The UN
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has termed the ban “tragic and shameful” and its secretary general has deplored the “year of lost knowledge and opportunity” for
the girls. According to UN figures, over a million girls have been affected by the Taliban’s short-sighted decision.

Afghanistan’s de facto rulers have claimed the ban is “temporary”, while adding that they need time to remodel the curriculum
according to “Islamic lines”. Moreover, the regime’s education minister has termed it a “cultural issue”, saying that many rural
Afghans don’t want their teenage daughters to go to school. These excuses are mostly without merit. From a human rights, as
well as a religious and cultural, perspective, the Taliban’s ban on girls’ education is indefensible. If the Taliban claim religious
sanction for stopping older girls from learning, they must be asked why Saudi Arabia and Iran — states run by religious law —
allow girls to attend high school. Moreover, while much of the Afghan population is conservative, the Taliban appear to be foisting
their own vision upon the people. It is hard to believe that culturally appropriate educational institutions cannot be set up to allow
Afghan schoolgirls to continue their education. What is missing is the Taliban’s intention to educate girls. Furthermore, the high
school ban makes no sense when women can attend universities, albeit with restrictions. Instead of coming up with lame excuses,
Afghanistan’s rulers need to speedily open girls’ high schools, while Muslim states particularly should put pressure on the regime
to do away with this archaic ban.

(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 20/09/2022)

Teacher suspended after protest against harassment]

Students of the Jinnah Sindh Medical University (JSMU) organised a protest demonstration outside the campus on Saturday
demanding dismissal of a lecturer for being allegedly involved in sexual harassment.

A large number of male and female students of the varsity took to the streets and protested against the lecturer who they alleged
had been subjecting his girl students to sexual harassment since long.

Their protest attracted the attention of the JSMU vice chancellor, who assured the protesters of action against the faculty member
accused of harassment.

SSP-South Syed Asad Raza said that a girl student recently alleged that a varsity teacher had made indecent advances towards
her and later some other girl students came forward against the same teacher alleging that he subjected them to harassment.

He said that the varsity administration had ordered suspension of the teacher but the action did not satisfy the girl students, as
they resorted to protest outside the JSMU.

The police held talks with the protesting students and a senior officer called on the VC requesting him to engage the protesters.
Later, the students ended their protest after the VC assured them that a ‘disciplinary action’ would be taken against the faculty
member.

The SSP said the police asked the victim girls to lodge an FIR to proceed further legally in the case.

Meanwhile, a JSMU spokesperson said in a statement: “An incident of harassment was reported at University’'s Campus 2 on
September 23. According to the JSMU registrar, the accused has been suspended and a case has been filed before the
harassment committee and the disciplinary committee and an inquiry has started.

“JSMU has defined policies for harassment and the procedure for registering complaints is clearly given on its website along with
the names and contacts of focal persons. Due process will be followed and findings of the inquiry will be made public,” the
spokesperson added.

(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 25/09/2022)

New busses for KU gathering dust

Eight new busses acquired for the students of Karachi University have been gathering dust for the past eight months because
they could not be insured and registered until now.

Currently, there are only 22 buses for 43,000 students of the university, while the eight new buses acquired in February are
parked on the campus.

Dr Qadeer Muhammad Ali, in-charge of transport at KU, told The Express Tribune that the Higher Education Commission had
released Rs84 million for the purchase of eight busses in 2017.

At that time, one bus was costing the university Rs8.4 million, but the busses could not be purchased. The busses were acquired
in Feb 2022 when the price of one bus escalated to Rs11.7 million. The finance director and the planning development director
provided 15% of the funds and the busses were purchased for Rs93.6 million.

Dr Qadeer said that the university had to bear the additional cost of Rs26.4 million. However, he added that due to lack of
registration and insurance, the busses could not be made operational. "We wrote a letter to the administration requesting money
for regis- tration and insurance of the busses," he added.

Dr Qadeer further said that the new busses are expensive and durable, but they are gathering dust. As many as 100 busses are
not sufficient for 43,000 students. "The students have to commute to the university and back home in 22 buses. One bus has a
seating capacity of 63 people, but up to 200 students are crammed in one bus," he added. This means only 7% of the students
have the transport facility.

He said that if the university administration adds two buses to its fleet every year, it will help students of 54 departments and 24
institutes. The city government should also be requested to provide old buses for the university, he added. A student, Waleed
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Ishtiaq, said that since each bus carry more students than its capacity, female students often faint while travelling in crammed
busses. "Eight new busses have been gathering dust for eight months, but students have to travel in agony," he added.

Another student Sahar Abrar said that students from two residential colonies are forced to gather at one pick-drop point. Students
come from Keamari, Malir, Hub, Orangi, but due to fewer busses available, most have to travel standing in the door of the bus.

The students have requested the university administration to solve this problem at the earliest so that they can easily reach their
classes conveniently and on time.
(By Ayesha Khan Ansari The Express Tribune, 04, 08/10/2022)

Risking life for education

Over a thousand schools have been attacked by militants and other criminal elements in just the past three years, which should
be a matter of far greater concern for Islamabad and the provinces. Even Supreme Court Justice Qazi Faez Isa has criticised the
state’s failure on this count, reminding attendees at a recent seminar in Islamabad that education is supposed to be a fundamental
right under the constitution, yet such attacks continue — strongly implying how the state’s failure to provide security to students
means that children are effectively denied this fundamental right.

Justice Isa made another notable remark at the seminar that relates to several social issues, including education. Quoting Rumi,
he said “ignorant men dominate women” as he made a point about equality and inclusivity that is guaranteed in Islam and how
society would benefit if people actually followed these practices, rather than allowing their ignorance to dominate. To return to
the same verses from Rumi’s Masnavi, the Sufi icon refers to ignorant men as animals that “have no kindness, gentleness, or
love,” because “love and kindness are human attributes.”

Unfortunately, the dominance of such men, not only over our women, but our society in general, continues to hold us back as a
country, as this is what creates the divisions and backwardness that keep the country from unifying for progress and success.
But despite the country’s strengthened resolve against militants in the wake of the 2014 APS attack, terrorist attacks on schools
and students quickly began being treated as an unfortunate but unstoppable eventuality by law enforcers and policymakers, who
have failed for years to take the appropriate measures to secure schools. Why else would thousands of children need to protest
in the streets of various cities every few weeks to demand something as simple as security?

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 13/10/2022)

Sindh govt caves in to private schools’ demand for removal of regulatory body’s head|

Just two days after various associations of private schools held a press conference against him, the Sindh government on
Wednesday caved in to their demand and removed Professor Salman Raza from the post of the director general (DG) of the
directorate of inspection and registration of private institutions -- a key oversight body for regulating private schools across the
province.

Salman Raza, who is a professor of zoology and belongs to the BPS-20 cadre, recently, irked many private school associations
for taking them to task over schools charging parents extra fees and selling uniforms, textbooks and stationary items to students.
It is said that protests by the private school associations led to his removal.

Prof Raza was removed from the post by Chief Secretary Dr Mohammed Sohail Rajput on the instructions of Sindh Education
Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah.

The associations had strong objections over the statements and actions of Prof Raza, which included his calling schools a blood
thirsty mafia, earning billions of rupees as well as beating up the students who failed to pay up extra charges in the shape of
advance school fees and pressurising them for the purchase of school uniforms, textbooks and stationary items.

It was during a recent press conference, only a couple of days prior, that the private school associations’ alliance had demanded
the removal of Salman Raza, along with complaining about his behaviour during a meeting with the education minister afterwards.

The removal of the private schools inspection DG has also promoted the parents to air their disappointment on social media.

They said the “mafia” had won and the fair voices of the parents had been silenced through the government’s quick action. They
said they felt very insecure under the circumstances.

“Where are those people who take such quick actions on the demands of parents when their children are unfairly charged extra
fees? Where are the people raising voice for private school teachers, who do all the hard work but receive very small salaries,
while the schools stomach all the money collected in the name of extra fees?” they questioned and asked the government to
understand their issues also.

Inquiry ordered over punishment to girl student]
But Prof Salman Raza's behaviour with them was based upon certain incidents which had come to his notice.

In a private school in Karachi's Nazimabad area, a girl student was punished by being made to stand on one leg for not having
paid school fees.

A video of the girl's father protesting outside the school against the incident went viral and the Sindh education department started
an inquiry into the matter.

The Sindh education department said the school in question was summoned along with the documents and told not to charge
the girl's parents until the investigation had been completed. The girl’s father maintained that while her fees were paid regularly,
the school had suddenly demanded of them payment of additional fee.
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He said that even if he had not paid the fee, the school had no right to punish the girl. But the school administration claimed that
the girl had not paid any fees since 2019, and a teacher had only made her stand outside class for 15 minutes for not paying the
fees.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 20/10/2022)

Public universities suffering due to budget constraints

The high energy and fuel costs have triggered an inflationary wave unlike any other, which has held citizens buying power hostage
and is now going for the budgets of government owned educational institutions.

Public universities across the country, including Sindh, are becoming increasingly anxious about the rising per student costs, as
a result of the double-digit inflation in the country. Furthermore, since educational spending has not increased in the current fiscal
year'’s budget, the Higher Education Commission’s (HEC) contribution towards the per student cost has decreased as well.

Resultantly, public sector universities are now looking at increasing tuition costs as the only viable solution - a decision which
they anticipate will receive backlash. Professor Dr Khalid Mahmood Iraqi, Vice-Chancellor of Karachi University, commenting on
the matter said, “we cannot deprive the middle class and the underprivileged from a higher education by increasing tuition fees.”
However, Dr Iraqi, conceded that with the cost of education increasing rapidly, they were unsure of what else could be done.

Similarly, NED University of Engineering & Technology’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Dr Sarosh Hashmat Lodhi, said that they
had utilised other measures of controlling costs but to no avail. “Despite using less air conditioning and other equipment, our
electricity bill continues to climb. We made an effort to reduce the cost of electricity by turning off the air conditioning in the
university but the rampant tariff hikes have ruined those efforts,” Dr Lodhi informed. According to data obtained by the Express
Tribune, HEC's share of student expenditure in NED University was 51% in the fiscal year 2017-2018 but presently it stands at
31%. Therefore, NED University now spends Rs 181,000 annually for each student, compared to less than Rs 100,000 back in
2017.

Similarly, the HEC's contribution to Karachi University has reduced from 38% in 2017-2018 to 38% in the present fiscal year,
which has put the university’s pers student cost above Rs 164,000. The same increase in cost has been seen for the Federal
Urdu University as well, which now has to spend Rs 121,000 per student ever since the HEC’s contributions towards the cost
decreased to 46% in the current fiscal year, from 58% back in 2018-2019. Vice-Chancellor of the Federal Urdu University,
Professor Dr. Ziauddin, commenting on the decrease, said, “the university is facing difficulties due to the budget deficit.”

According to data obtained from the HEC, the budget deficits have occurred because its recurring non-developmental grant to
public universities has only seen a marginal increase. The grant stood at Rs 63.183 billion in 2017-2018; then rose to Rs 65.020
billion the following fiscal year; however, it fell to Rs 64.100 billion in the fiscal year of 2019-2020 and has remained unchanged
ever since. Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, the HEC’'s newly appointed Chairman, when asked about the plight of higher education
institutions, conceded that public universities were having significant issues due to budgetary constraints. “These conditions first
surfaced yearly two years ago. Since then, the inflation rate, fuel costs, and salaries have all increased,” Dr Ahmed explained,
further adding that the situation was embarrassing.

As per the Chairman, they had taken up the matter with the federal government and were going to advise the federation and
provinces to expand the capacity of the institutions that are already operating rather than constructing new ones. “Some financial
issues are also due to the bad governance of the universities, which have hired a plethora of staff members and do not seem to
have any sense of financial management,” Dr Ahmed regretted while talking to The Express Tribune.

(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 23/10/2022)

Karachi University buildings in advanced stage of dilapidation becoming safety hazard|

The infrastructure of Karachi University is posing a serious threat to lives of its thousands of students, teaching and non-teaching
: . z p— staff, as several classrooms and buildings on the campus are
e in dilapidated condition and in a state of decay to such an

extent that the structures are becoming a hazard to the life.

The teachers, who take classes in the ramshackle buildings,
are also worried about the negligence of the administration,
which even after being notified has turned a deaf ear to the
serious issue.

Karachi University Teachers Society (Kuts) joint secretary and
petroleum department Assistant Professor Ghufran Alam
told [Dawn] that almost all departments and residential units,
where teaching and non-teaching staff lived, were in
dilapidated condition.

He shared that the library information department, where a
roof had caved in over a month ago injuring a sociology department student, who received stitches on her fingers, had two more
such rooms and had been closed to avoid any untoward incident.

Incidents of plaster chipping off, roof collapse becoming frequent on campus

When asked why the situation had aggravated over time, Mr Alam added that neither the issue was given priority, nor the
university had funds for repair works.
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He said that letters had been written and Kuts had even passed a resolution regarding the crumbling buildings a week ago before
the unfortunate incident, but all in vain.

The building of the physics department was also on the verge of an incident when almost a year ago the plaster of the stairs fell
off and students were exposed to the threat, Dr Zeeshan Igbal, assistant professor of physics department told .

“It must have been repaired by the engineering department of the university, but the chairman of the department got it fixed from
the contingency funds,” he said and added that during the rainy season, classes and teachers’ rooms faced water seepage and
leakage issues.

Endorsing Dr Igbal's view regarding the water leakage and seepage through the roofs and walls of different departments,
biochemistry department Assistant Professor Faizan Naqvi shared a horrible incident where an associate professor of the same
department was injured due to the electric current as she switched on the air conditioner of her room.

“This happened two years ago, but the situation is still the same. No one has bothered to fix the problem,” he said.

He said the plaster had chipped off in different classes of the department and now iron bars inside the concrete had been exposed
at various places.

“If safety examination of these buildings is carried out by experts, they may be declared unfit for use,” he lamented.

He shared that the first floor corridor of the department of biochemistry had almost no plaster and no one can switch on the lights
there due to the leakage and seepage problem, which was why evening classes could not be held due to the darkness. “We had
boycotted classes for 10 days so that these issues could be fixed, but no one cared.”

Associate Professor at applied chemistry department Riaz Ahmed said he had been seeing the department in a similar state
since 1987.

“The old applied chemistry department which was built in the 1960s had four labs that are nearly abandoned now,” he said,
adding: “In the electronic lab, all the plaster has been chipped off from the roof. There is debris all over the floor. Windows are
broken. Water is leaking from the workshop lab and the roof has now bent. A major accident can happen there anytime. The
building has not seen any sort of repair works in the last 10 years.”

He said that the chairperson of the department wrote a letter to the vice chancellor for the repair, and a budget of Rs500,000 had
been also approved.

“But a contractor dumped three truckloads of sand, around 2,000 bricks, and 40 to 50 sacks of cement on the roof of the building.
Afterwards, the director of finance held his payment raising questions over the tender. The material is still there on the roof,
causing heavy load on it.”

He said he uploaded a video on a social media platform on the issue.

“The then acting vice chancellor saw the video and told him that the condition was worrisome, but no action was taken. No one
has visited this place in the last 10 years. And you will see, if any incident happens, all of them would pretend like they knew
nothing about it.”

Highlighting the issue of law department building, lecturer Ms Sana said: “The department had been started without a proper
building plan. It was set up in an old building hence the poor infrastructure is becoming worse.”

The condition is more or less the same in the residential colony of teaching and non-teaching staff of the varsity.

Retired Professor Mudassir Uddin from the statistics department revealed that while he was living in a residential unit, a part of
the boundary wall had fallen and later on an outer wall of the window also fell during the rains.

“During the same period, the internal plaster of the roof of one of the washrooms had also fallen, luckily no one was hurt,” he
added.

The teachers stressed the need for an immediate action and professional evaluation of the buildings.

(By Muhammad Usman Mallick Dawn, 13, 24/10/2022)

KU starts issuing computerised degrees

The University of Karachi (KU) has started issuing computerised degrees instead of hand-written, which was a practice for the
last 70 years. Students will now get degrees in just one month rather than four months. This was stated by controller examination
of Karachi University, Dr Zafar Hussain while talking to The Express Tribune.

He said that increasing numbers of students is a big reason of this decision. Hundreds of degrees have to be provided in a day
and it is very difficult to write degrees in such a big number. The Higher Education Commission (HEC) has instructed to publish
all degrees from Pakistan Printing Press.

According to details, degrees of all programmes are prepared in Urdu by professional calligraphers and this practice is a unique
heritage of Karachi University.

University of Karachi was founded in 1951 and calligraphers have been preparing degrees for the last 70 years.
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The controller of examination further said that the Syndicate of Karachi University had approved the decision to issue
computerised degrees in 2018. Now after the permission of the Academic Council, the University has started issuing
computerised degrees to the students.

Students who want to go to foreign countries, face problems due to delay in issuing the manually-prepared degrees. Therefore,
the University took this decision and with the approval of concerned departments and authorities, has started issuing the
computerised degrees. The process is fast and gives benefit to students, he said.

Dr Zafar Hussain further mentioned, "We want to preserve the art of issuing degrees, prepared by the professional calligraphers,
as a heritage, so, we decided that degrees of professional disciplines including LLB and medical etc. will be issued on the old
format.

He said that many students apply for urgent degrees which takes almost 45 days. While, in some cases, it requires three weeks
to four months to issue a degree.

In this situation and with limited manpower, it is difficult to facilitate everyone on time.
(By Ayesha Khan Ansari The Express Tribune, 04, 01/11/2022)

Education & behaviour|

EDUCATION aims to nurture responsible social behaviour. Thus, socially responsible behaviour is an explicit reflection of an
effective education system. The majority will agree that our social behaviour does not
reflect this true spirit of education. We behave irresponsibly at home, in public, and during
physical and virtual interactions. This points to a flaw in our educational system, with
consequences for education’s quality and its ability to contribute to social transformation.

The main issue appears to be the antiquated, top-down educational administration and
bureaucratic structure. It forces a blind following without leaving room for critique.
Consequently, education is governed by poor monitoring and evaluation mechanisms,
little clarity of roles, procedures and responsibilities, and few parameters of accountability.
Periodic tweaks and revamps are lacking, leaving hardly any opportunity to add value to
the system that would have helped it respond to the needs of the time.

Educational changes — under the guise of modifications — are politically motivated. For example, the Single National Curriculum
(SNC) and its subsequent rebranding as the National Curriculum of Pakistan are efforts to change merely the label for political
popularity. Itis intriguing that all new interventions are driven by political and bureaucratic whims rather than a thorough evaluation
of previous reforms and estimates of future needs.

Such reforms, and others, disregard the ramifications across various components of the education system, including professional
development for teachers, assessment, educational administration, and above all, the needs of the learners. To create
compatibility and harmony among the various components of education, modifications to one component, such as the curriculum,
necessitates adjustments in other areas such as teacher professionalism and assessment.

Education does not respond to learners’ needs.

As an example, would it be possible for someone to develop a complex computer programme and run it on an obsolete operating
system? Obviously not, as the software is incompatible with the operating system. To successfully run the programme, one must
consider the compatibility of the operating system with the new programme. Similarly, without understanding the context and
systems, educational interventions, such as SNC and others, will not work.

The mismatch between intervention and ground realities is reflected in knowledge and social behaviour asymmetry, as education
does not respond to learners’ real-world needs and experiences or vice versa.

Following the same approach, our apex institutions continue to stress compliance and uniformity in dress and discipline. It is
unfathomable why any university should require students to wear uniforms, leaving no room for choice as part of students’
aesthetic development. Some may argue that the uniform is an option to prevent class segregation, but the question is: do they
live in a classless society or are they subject to societal class-based treatment?

Similarly, females are urged to dress ‘appropriately’ by universities to prevent sexual abuse, despite the fact that there are still
many cases of abuse. In fact, the vast majority of cases are never reported. We mistakenly believe that women'’s protection will
result only from covering them up. Curriculum and institutions must take into account the emancipation of women and the
education of their male counterparts to learn how to coexist with dignity. Instead of lowering women'’s potential, hiding who they
are and making them more vulnerable, they could help them see how valuable women are and teach them the skills they need
to reach their full potential.

What we require is educational management that is less centralised, and reforms that are evidence-based. More importantly,
there needs to be a system of empowerment and accountability, instead of just obedience and following orders. Reforms should
change the way people learn instead of just maintaining the status quo.

Education processes, at the policy and implementation levels, need to aim for harmony between learners’ educational and social
experiences and their learning needs. There should be no hesitation in empowering learners by providing them with the relevant
knowledge and skills to improve their aesthetics through liberal arts and music, nurture their civic sense, and above all, provide
them space to raise their voices and discuss what learning they require.
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Educational institutes must overcome their fear of allowing students to establish forums, clubs and other entities, either co- or
extracurricular, to taste aspects of real life as part of their learning experiences and practise the same in society as responsible
citizens and future leaders. Otherwise, we will continue to witness a widening gap between knowledge and practice and will be
forced to deal with social misbehaviour.

(By Nazir A. Jogezai Dawn, 07, 09/11/2022)

Karachi students protest against PMC for ‘out of syllabus’ exam|

A day after Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC) announced the results of the Medical and Dental College Admission Test
(MDCAT) 2022, dozens of students staged a protest outside the Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS) accusing the
institution of adding out-of-syllabus question in the exam, depriving aspiring students of pursuing their ambition.

A large number of students, carrying placards and banners, chanted slogans and demanded a re-test.

They claimed the examination paper for students in Sindh, which was prepared by the DUHS, carried several questions which
were not part of their syllabus, unlike papers in other parts of the country.

They also accused the DUHS management of being insensitive towards the students’ concerns.
Commission opens rechecking of exam papers, students can apply until Nov 27

The protests, which largely remained peaceful, resulted in a tense situation as students tried to enter the DUHS premises, forcing
the security to shut doors.

The situation further intensified when senior politician Dr Farooq Sattar joined the protesters and entered the university with other
students by scaling walls.

The protest finally ended after Dr Sattar's talks with the DUHS administration.

Addressing the protesters, Dr Sattar said the PMC through DUHS had assured that a committee would look into the matter and
all the answer sheets would be rechecked within a week.

“I have talked to the students and they have told me that there were 35 out of syllabus questions in the test,” he said, adding it
was unfair and unjustified.

IPMC opens rechecking|
The PMC has said that the rechecking for MDCAT-2022 has started and will continue for five days.

Students have been advised to apply and get their papers rechecked by Nov 27.

“Students are directed to visit the website of their respective exam-conducting university to apply for rechecking,” the PMC stated.
In case of any errors or omissions in the results, the students have been asked to contact the university concerned.

On Wednesday, the commission uploaded the MDCAT results on its official website.

MDCAT is an aptitude exam, mandatory for aspiring doctors to clear to get admission in medical and dental colleges. This year,
the test was conducted on Nov 13 across the country and also in Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 03, 15/11/2022)

KU land illegally occupied by mafia

The Karachi University (KU) administration has filed another formal complaint with the Sindh government seeking retrieval of its
valuable land from the “encroachment mafia”. The complaint states that more than one kilometer long piece of land along
University Road has been grabbed by the mafia.

In the latest complaint addressed to the Deputy Commissioner East, KU Registrar Dr Abdul Waheed Baloch has demanded that
the land should be retrieved from the grabbers. He pointed out that the grabbers have illegally occupied a 1.64km-long and 55-
metres wide piece of land stretching from Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre to Silver Jubilee Gate.

According to the complaint, illegal squatters, nurseries, car dealers, and restaurateurs have illegally occupied this valuable piece
of land.

KU Vice Chancellor Khalid Iraqgi said that the university administration has repeatedly written to the district administration to seek
action against this grab. “Now, we are waiting for an action from the administration,” he added.

The question is if the district administration manages to retrieve the land from grabbers, then how the university will ensure that
encroachments do not pop up again? Different departments of KU have always been passing the buck to each other on this
issue, while the university administration does not have any plan to use this valuable land.

The KU Registrar’s letter to the district administration is the third so far this year. The earlier two letters were sent on November
11, 2021 and on March 9, 2022. These letters had stated that the encroachment of the university land is a violation of the Sindh
Public Property (Removal of Encroachment) Act, 2010.

“This land is the legal property of University of Karachi which was handed over to the campus as state land. So, the administration
of the Karachi University is requesting the Deputy Commissioner East that necessary action should be taken in this matter and
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directions be issued to remove the encroachment and its structure, so that this valuable land of the university campus can be
freed from the encroachment mafia,” state the letters.

When approached by The Express Tribune, Raja Tariq, Deputy Commissioner District East, said that he was busy with the
ongoing defense exhibition, IDEAS-2022, at the Expo Center.

“We will meet the Vice Chancellor of Karachi University on this issue,” he said, adding that he has assumed his present charge
only five months back while the encroachments issue was much older.

Raja Tariq also questioned as to why the previous Vice Chancellors of KU had not informed the district administration about the
land grab?
(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 04, 20/11/2022)

D.J. College controversy takes new turn after govt transfers principal|

[The controversy surrounding the D.J. Science College took another turn when the Sindh government transferred Professor Meher]
[Mangi from the post of college principal, it emerged on Tuesday

The decline in fresh admissions in the college, proposal of setting up
government offices on the premises and now the transfer of the college
principal set alarm bells ringing in the quarters concerned, who found
the development mysterious and a hint of conspiracy against the
educational institution.

! Prof Mangi, being the college principal, had noticed and blew the
whistle on admissions at the hlstorlc educational institution happening against merit.

The decision came at a time when recently Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah ordered an inquiry into an 85 per cent decline
in fresh admissions in D.J. Science College after opposition parties termed it a conspiracy to set up government offices inside
the city’s oldest and one of the prestigious educational institutions.

In a recent letter to college education dept, Prof Mangi highlighted admissions against merit in prestigious institution

The department of college education has issued the orders for Prof Mangi to work under the principal of grade 19 in the Jinnah
Government College despite his belonging to grade 20.

Prof Mangi has been replaced at D.J. College by former acting Director General-Colleges and the current Director-Finance Prof
Rashid Mahar, who was recently promoted to Grade 20. His fresh appointment as the college principal has been signed by the
Sindh chief secretary, who also issued the transfer order of Prof Mangi.

A few days ago, Prof Mangi had written to the department of college education that admissions in the newly started Computer
Science faculty in his college were being given to students who got ‘C’, ‘D’ and ‘E’ grades in their matriculation exams.

It is for the first time in the history of D.J. Science College that admissions have been given to students with mediocre and low
grades.

According to the outgoing principal’s letter, only 12 ‘A-1’ grade students, 11 ‘A’ grade students and 19 ‘B’ grade students got
admission in the Faculty of Computer Science, which had 106 admissions. Meanwhile, 34 students with a ‘C’ grade and 26 with
‘D’ grade were admitted.

Only last week, Education Minister Sardar Shah told Dawn that there was no proposal of establishing provincial government’s
offices on the premises of the D.J. Science College.

He also promised to take strict action against those found responsible for decline in the admission in one of the most prestigious
colleges in the city.

He said he had directed the college education department to fill the capacity of the college. “Those who have taken admissions
in other colleges may opt for transfer to D.J. College,” he said adding that the colleges had been directed to issue transfer
certificates to the willing students.

The minister, however, said that the priority would be given to those students who were residents of the localities nearby the
college.

As for establishing provincial government offices on the premises of the college, he said that there was a suggestion to set up
Urdu and English languages learning centres at one of the empty blocks of the college to impart training to the language teachers
in private schools.

He said that the department decided to establish language learning of teachers as the private schools had pointed out that they
had not been getting competent language teachers.

The Jamaat-i-Islami, Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Pak Sarzameen Party had accused
the Pakistan Peoples Party-led Sindh government of hatching a conspiracy to encroach upon the historic building.

They said as to how the college, which had always remained top priority of the Karachi students and their parents, had

“mysteriously” registered 85pc decline in the admissions amid the government proposals of utilisation of D.J. College premises
for different “multiple purposes”.
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They said that setting up government offices in a protected heritage building was a sheer violation of the Sindh Culture Heritage
Act 1994,

IAdditional reporting by Tahir Siddiqui
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 23/11/2022)

HEC asked to hold regular training sessions for university teachers|

A two-day conference on sustainable curriculum development that concluded on Thursday at the University of Karachi called
upon the Higher Education Commission to arrange regular training sessions for faculty members especially the newly inducted
lecturers.

The KU in collaboration with George Mason University of the United States organised the two-day national meet to discuss the
sustainable curriculum development aimed at expanding career opportunities for young students through sustainable curriculum
design.

Speaking via video link, Dr James Witte of GMU observed that Pakistani universities were lagging behind in international standard
research and stressed that this issue must be addressed as the topmost priority.

He said due to social challenges and changes, there was an urgent need to develop the social sciences department on modern
and scientific lines in accordance with the contemporary requirements.

KU conference on sustainable curriculum development concludes

“We have collaborated with 26 Pakistani universities, but our collaboration with KU’s Department of Public Administration has
been the best,” he said.

Nishit Sahay, senior adviser at GMU, said the world was now moving from democracy to meritocracy and a project like sustainable
curriculum development was very important for Pakistan as well as other countries.

“This exercise of sustainable curriculum development will help Pakistan in making the education system more responsive to the
market level,” he said.

Abbottabad University Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Tahir Khan said that curriculum design must be flexible and students should be
prepared for the local and international market and society.

KU VC Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood Iragi offered a faculty exchange programme between the partner universities to boost knowledge
and skills of teachers and students.

“Research in social sciences can offer durable solutions to public problems, including our social and economic problems, and
that's why we have to improve our research trend,” he said.

Former HEC chairman Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rehman said that countries that were moving forward had included education, science
and technology, and innovation as means of progress.

Women University Mardan VC Prof Dr Ghazala Yasmin and University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir VC Prof Dr Kaleem Abbasi
also spoke.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 25/11/2022)

Out-of-school children

Multiple challenges over the years have significantly hindered development goals, particularly with regard to education. The
Covid-19 pandemic posed serious challenges in the form of prolonged school closures, limited access to technology and
economic distress. As a result, either many children decided to drop out of school to pursue means of income, or parents were
forced to take their children out as they couldn't afford tuition fee.

In order to combat the rising rate of school drop-outs, the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with the World Bank and Global
Partnership for Education, has initiated a national workshop for creating pathways to mainstream out-of-school children. This
workshop is unique from other previous initiatives as it includes the strategic use of ‘design thinking’ to propose community-based
solutions to encourage children to come to school. The workshop will help identifies social challenges as well as critical themes
within the wider socio-economic context of Pakistan that are adversely affecting the education sector. This will provide a
benchmark analysis as to where exactly focus is required. While this initiative will help build upon the existing structure, it is
equally necessary to understand that a strong foundation in the form of adequate infrastructure, top-notch facilities and essential
resources are required. Majority of schools across the country cannot offer nutritious meals or clean drinking water. Secondly,
education must be thought off as a wicked problem. While reforms will enhance education across the country, government officials
must also focus on other development indexes to ensure quality education.

The real dilemma is that during a financial crunch, a family will always prefer having their child earn money to put food on the
table rather than letting him receive an education even for free. Curbing inflation, providing employment opportunities for parents
and ensuring a healthy school environment are as important as providing educational incentives.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 26/11/2022)
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Reforming education in Sindh

It has been more than two weeks since the Sindh government decided to stop the disbursement of salaries for more than 2,000
teachers who failed to perform their duties in schools across Sindh. But nothing substantial has taken place thereafter to solve
the menacing problem of “ghost” teachers in the province. A set of petitions filed to ensure proper implementation of the Sindh
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2013 has prompted the Sindh High Court to direct the education
department to weed out the teachers who shirk their work and bring such cases to their logical conclusion. During the hearing of
the petitions, it emerged that 1,645 teachers had recently been identified as delinquent/absconders and 1,481 have been issued
notices to show cause of their absence from duty. Also, 45 of these ghost employees, who were shown as teachers and drawing
salaries, were actually otherwise gainfully employed as journalists.

While the education secretary assured the court of action by December 31, this would merely be a remedial action, and perhaps
atemporary measure. There is a general culture of taking such inefficacious actions to curb wicked problems that have long been
persisting in Sindh, in particular. These solutions can have no long-term benefits unless existing systems and prevailing cultures
are replaced with ones that ensure accountability and transparency. What the deteriorating education system of Sindh
desperately needs is reformational measures. This means development at the grassroots level. For now, a regulation committee
must be constituted for the purpose of monitoring and regulating employees as well as students. Such a committee must seek
monthly reports from all schools in the province and be directed to conduct surprise inspections to monitor the situation first-hand.
Those that continue to fail at their duties must be suspended from service and penalised accordingly.

While the committee can temporarily help with this, the education department should start reforming systems from the ground-
up. Budgets must be used in accordance with ascertained areas of focus and emphasis should be made on infrastructural
development from the perspective of long-term maintenance. Officials have claimed to have a plan in mind but as of yet nothing
has been seen even on paper — let alone in terms of action. If such lack of commitment persists, heads must roll.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 15/12/2022)

Girls clinch top three positions in intermediate commerce exam

The Board of Intermediate Education Karachi on Saturday announced the results of Commerce Part-ll for regular candidates.

A total of 60.30 per cent students passed the exams in which the top six positions have been taken by students of two private
colleges. Girl students of Commecs College grabbed all the first three positions.

The fourth to sixth positions have been captured by the students of Tabani's College. No students of any government college in
the metropolis got position in the exam results.

Laiba Ali, a student of Commecs College, secured first class first position with 1,024 marks out of a total of 1,100. Tooba Umar
from the same college secured second position with 1,021 marks and Syeda Nazal Adnan was third with 1,019 marks.

Meanwhile, Abdul Haseeb obtained 1,018 marks out of 1,100 to secure the fourth position. Rabisha Azmat Ali Mayo was fifth
with 1,017 marks and Sheikh Mohammed Ahsan got sixth position with 1,012 marks.

Some 44,114 students registered for the exams. Of them, 43,366 actually appeared while 748 students were absent. The number
of successful students is 26,151.

A total of 59.16pc female students and 61.04pc male students have been successful in these results.
Some 976 students passed with an ‘A One’ grade, 2,648 students passed with an ‘A’ grade, 4,904 students passed with a ‘B’

grade, 7,903 students passed with a ‘C’ grade, 8,661 students passed with a ‘D’ and 1,059 students with an ‘E’.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 15, 18/12/2022)

Islamia College issue likely to be resolved soon

The Department of College Education, Sindh, surrendered to the relevant parties and made a principled decision to move all of
the educational institutions in the Islamia College Complex to two distinct and distant parts of the city.

Director General Colleges, Sindh, Muhammad Ali Manjhi has sent the summary to the Secretary of Colleges regarding the
proposed transfer of the college. It is proposed that Govt Islamia Science and Arts colleges as well as Govt Islamia Commerce
College (Evening) will move to the recently opened Govt Degree College in the Buffer Zone area.

However, the name of the college area is written Nazimabad in the summary.

The Government Islamia Arts and Commerce College (Morning) is also being moved to the already existing Government Physical
Education College in the Sachal Goth area.

The word "University Road" is used in the conclusion in place of this college, and it is also indicated that the enrolment at the
aforementioned physical education college is quite low.

It should be mentioned that the Islamia College Complex is a bustling neighbourhood close to Mazar-e-Quaid where students
from the lower middle and lower social classes from the older towns in the vicinity apply for admission. There are no other colleges
in the area besides PECHS Foundation College and Adamji Science College.

The Islamia College Complex is home to 12,000 students It is also one of the few colleges that offer graduate programmes.
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In addition, a meeting regarding college transfer was held on December 14 under the chairmanship of the Director Colleges
Sindh, according to the summary of the meeting that was sent to the Secretary regarding college transfer in which Islamia Science
College Principal Professor Nadeem Haider, Government Islamia Arts and Commerce College Principal Professor Ali Raz Shar,
Deputy Director Colleges Dr Qasim Rajpar and Assistant Director Colleges Rashid Khoso participated in the meeting.

The meeting took the court orders into account. Additionally, the department

was asked to provide directions regarding the college building being vacant or maintaining the college on behalf of the college's
principal, Islamia Science College.

The principals of both colleges requested, in the case that the colleges were forced to close due to court orders, it should be
proposed that they be moved to other facilities along with the furniture.

It was decided at the meeting to transfer Islamia College to the aforementioned colleges after speaking on the phone with Prof.
Rafig Lakho, the third principal of the college. Furthermore, it is said that the announcement of the college transfer is anticipated
at any moment.

Besides, when The Express Tribune contacted the Director General of Colleges Sindh in this regard, he said, "We need to make
some other arrangements for the students as a result of the court's clear ruling. We are thinking about this matter, and we are
making a decision."

(By Safdar Rizvi The Express Tribune, 14, 20/12/2022)

Not a single school built in British era damaged in floods, PA told|

Education Minister Syed Sardar Shah on Tuesday informed the Sindh Assembly that not a single school out of the 1,339 built
during British era had been damaged in the unprecedented monsoon rains and floods that devastated over 20,000 schools across
the province, leaving over 2.3 million children out of schools.

Giving presentation and speaking on an adjournment motion regarding measures required to improve literacy rate in the country,
he said that7,530 schools had been partially damaged. “Over 7,000 out of 20,000 flood affected schools are being repaired
immediately,” he added.

The minister said there were nominal secondary schools in the province as 35,883 out of 40,253 primary schools, adding that the
four million students were enrolled in the government schools, while over 3.1m in private institution and one million in madressahs
(religious institutions).

He said that over 11m children were in school, while the number of out of school children was not more than 4.2m.
Over 4.2m children are out of schools in Sindh, says minister; PTI lawmakers stage walkout

Speaking on the adjournment motion, moved by Pakistan Peoples Party MPA Sharmila Faruqui, Leader of the Opposition Haleem
Adil Shaikh said that Rs1,700 billion was allocated in the education sector during the past 14 years and still schools were in very
poor conditions with no facilities for the students.

He said that there was no water drinking facility in 26,000 schools and over 19,000 were without toilets, adding that 31,000
schools were without electricity, while there was no boundary walls around 21,000 schools.

Rabia Azfar Nizami of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf said there was a huge disparity in primary and secondary schools due to
which 60 per cent of students dropped out every year.

She said that over 100,000 children were engaged in begging while over 1.7m were forced into bonded labour, 70pc of them in
the agriculture sector.

She said there were only 3,300 secondary schools in the province and over 60 per cent children dropped out of the education
system after primary education.

The PTI MPA asked the minister to tell the house as to how many temporary learning centres had so far been established for the
students of the destroyed schools.

She said that a large number of children, particularly girls was unable to go to school as they got married in early age. “The Sindh
Assembly had passed a bill to refrain child marriages but the same was not implemented even after a lapse of eight years,” she
lamented. Ms Nizami said that many government schools in Karachi were in dilapidated condition yet the students were compelled
to sit in the dangerous buildings.

Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) lawmaker Ali Khurshidi demanded an increase in the education budget, saying
that “our future is linked with it”.

He said that education ministers were changed in the recent times, adding that policy too was changed after a new minister took
charge of the department. “There is need to enforce law and policies in letter and spirit,” he added.

MQM-P’s Jawed Hanif and Muhammad Hussain Khan; PPP’s Sharmila Farooqui, Heer Soho, Imdad Pitafi and Riaz Sheerazi;
PTI's Firdaus Shamim Naqvi; PTI's dissident Shaheryar Shar and GDA’s Abdur Razzaq Rahimoon also spoke on the occasion.
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The PTI also boycotted the proceedings in the end when Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani did not allow Khurram Sher Zaman to make
a political speech on the issue of education, switching off his microphone. The speaker also expunged the utterances of the PTI
MPA and prorogued the house.

(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 21/12/2022)

Our failure to educate|

IN my [previous column | briefly described five out of six pillars required of a new social contract that delivers growth and
development.

They were population planning, local government autonomy, fiscal and exchange rate
policies leading to low budget deficits and balanced current accounts, change of policy
away from import substitution to export promotion, and finally, improvement in
agricultural yields that increase incomes of the rural poor.

My sixth pillar for growth is education. Let’s review some statistics that make clear the
abysmal states of our literacy and education.

The federal and provincial governments together spend about Rs1,000 billion on
education annually. That's almost twice the cost of running the civilian federal government and by far the biggest item after
defence and debt-servicing. And that’s just public-sector spending.

Private spending is more than this number. And what do we get from all this money? Nothing.

Unfortunately, 75 years after independence, almost four in 10 Pakistanis remain illiterate, consigned to a life of hardship and
poverty. Worse still, literacy rate isn’t even improving.

In 2020, our net enrolment rate in primary schools was only 64 per cent — down from 67pc in 2015. Punjab and Balochistan
maintained their ratios at 70pc and 56pc respectively. Yet Sindh’s net enrolment actually went down from 61pc to 55pc and KP’s
ratio (even excluding the former tribal agencies) went down from 71pc to 66pc. Half of all school-aged children are not in school.

No amount of money will improve our education outcomes under the existing system.

Punjab spends about Rs31,000 per child annually in its government schools, KP spends Rs38,000, Sindh Rs40,000 and
Balochistan Rs61,000. And for all this money, what do we get?

A conducted by Aga Khan University across Pakistan showed that the average score of our students in science and
mathematics was a failing grade. Only 5pc of the kids in Class 8 could answer a simple arithmetic question and just 10pc could
answer a basic science question.

Most kids in Class 5 read and do sums at the level of pupils in Class 1. Which is to say that these kids, after five years in school,
are functionally innumerate and illiterate. Hence, if truth be told, we get nothing from the money we spend on education.

It's fair to say that provincial education ministries — especially in Sindh and Balochistan — are not set up to educate kids. Their
primary purpose seems to be to provide jobs to teachers and benefit administrators. Education is a mere byproduct.

Although we don’t spend enough on education, no amount of money will improve our education outcomes under the existing
system. To improve education outcomes in Pakistan, we must shut down this system of patronage and build anew.

Where possible we should privatise and intelligently regulate education and empower parents in the running of schools. Of course,
governments should fund the education of all poor children, which is a basic right of citizens.

Many different approaches are possible, one of which | present here. First we should give a voucher to every poor child to attend
at least a low-cost private school.

All private schools should be required to have parents on an advisory board. Second, in rural areas, if there are no private schools,
government schools should be handed over to local school boards composed of parents and local elders, and governments
should continue funding those schools.

Each school should have the right to hire and fire its own teachers. Thus we will have teachers who are actually qualified and
responsible for teaching, and finally our kids will become well educated.

But we need to do more. | have written earlier that only 30,000 or so children in the A-level stream get a proper education and
are able to compete globally. These aren’t the smartest kids, just the luckiest.

Sure, a few of these kids would be among the smartest ones — such as Harvard professor Asim Khawaja, Princeton professor
Atif Mian and MIT professor Nergis Mavalvala — but fully half of them will also be below average. Given that we are a resource-
constrained, poor country, how should we prioritise education spending?

Just as the elite educate their children (especially boys) well, knowing this to be a great investment for their families’ future, so
we as a nation would do well to carry out diagnostic tests and pick out the smartest eighth graders and give them the best
education. This would be the best investment we can make for our future.

A friend and an excellent civil servant Rashid Langrial has worked out a scheme for finding raw talent across Pakistan and

building Daanish-like schools in every tehsil. But given our limited resources we should at least pick 10,000 to 20,000 kids annually
in Class 8 and send them to the existing best private schools and universities.
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These smart kids would then form the basis of a smart, well-educated generation on which we can compete with the rest of the
world.

Some of us bemoan the fact that our IT exports are only $3bn but India’s are $150bn. Many entrepreneurs ask our government
to provide better incentives. Yet our tax on IT exports is only 0.25pc of revenues. We have also given a host of other incentives
to the industry.

But no amount of incentives can make us an IT export powerhouse; the only thing that can produce IT exports is better education.
But have we been able to produce qualified human resources in IT or any other field?

India set up its first Indian Institute of Technology in 1951, and set up four more in the next decade. These institutions today are
considered some of the best undergraduate teaching institutions in the world. We on the other hand went through seven prime
ministers in our first decade.

I will end with a prediction that may show the way to progress. If we can design a system whereby a girl from the urban slums or
rural areas of Pakistan can grow up to teach in a Pakistani university and win the Fields Medal in mathematics, we will never

again have to worry about abject poverty or foreign exchange reserves.
(By Miftah Ismail Dawn, 07, 22/12/2022)

All students in intermediate exams fail

Surprising results of intermediate board exams have come out which show all the students of 38 colleges and higher secondary
schools have failed. These results portray the education system in Sindh has reached a total destruction.

The Intermediate Board Karachi has released the list of colleges according to which not a single student in 38 colleges could
pass the exam.

Not a single student from the Pre-Medical, Pre-Engineering and General Science groups could succeed in the inter-board
examinations.

All the students of 25 government colleges and 13 private colleges have failed.
Performance details of all colleges have also been released by Karachi Intermediate Board.

The board also wrote a letter to Secretary Colleges Education Ahmed Bakhsh Nareju regarding the performance of the
institutions.

In this regard, Inter Board Karachi Chairman Dr. Saeeduddin in a conversation with The Express Tribune denied that the
registration of any college has been suspended, but he emphasised that these colleges will be warned and the relevant persons
will be interrogated in this regard.

He further said that the colleges have been directed through letter to improve the quality of education.

In this regard, Director Colleges Dr. Muhammad Ali Manjhi while talking to The Express Tribune said that higher secondary
schools are also included in the released list. All debris should not be dumped on colleges onlly.

He said, comparatively the number of students in the science group is less than the number of students in other groups, so the
passing ratio of science group students is also low.

He said that, we will try to ensure the attendance of students and teachers in the schools and colleges.
Besides this, recruitment of subject specialists will be made to improve the quality of education, he added.

Meanwhile, according to the education experts, the massive failure of students in intermediate exams can be attributed to the
Covid pandemic.

In 2020 during lockdown students were promoted without sitting in exams. Moreover, in 2021 the matric and intermediate students
were required to appear in optional subjects only and declared pass in compulsory subjects like Urdu, English, Islamiat, and
Pakistan Studies.

Year 2022 saw the students who passed in 2020, known as ‘Covid pass’ faced real exams that could be one of the reasons for
a high number of failures.
(By Ayesha Khan Ansari The Express Tribune, 04, 25/12/2022)

Teachers in Karachi vow to continue protest as minister hints at accepting demands|

As a large number of schoolteachers staged a protest outside the Karachi Press Club and tried to proceed towards Chief Minister
House on Wednesday, Sindh Education Minister Sardar Shah said that fair and justified demands of the protesting primary-school
teachers could be accepted.

The protesting teachers under the banner of the Primary Teachers Association gathered outside the Karachi Press Club and
staged a sit-in to put pressure on the government for the acceptance of their demands, including regularisation of teachers
recruited from 2001 to 2019 across the province.
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The protesters, who raised slogans against the provincial government, said that some of their colleagues had been manhandled
and pushed back harshly by police, though the teachers remained peaceful.

Speaking to , the education minister said that protesting teachers were demanding upgradation of primary-school teachers
from grade 9 to 14 as the fresh primary teachers were appointed in grade 14.

Police hold back protesters from marching on CM House
“This is already in our policy and the post has already been upgraded,” he added.

He said that the matter pertaining to promotions of primary-school teachers to the post of headmaster in some districts was under
consideration and it would be resolved soon.

The special secretary of the education department, Pervez Baloch, visited the protesters at the sit-in and held talks with them,
but the issue could not be resolved.

Later, the protesting teachers dispersed peacefully with a warning that they would hold another demonstration in front of CM
House if their demands were not met.

Speaking on the occasion, PTA Sindh president Shafi Mohammad said that hundreds of teachers, including male and female,
who had been recruited between 2001 and 2019 in Sindh still could not be regularised despite the teachers who had been
appointed in other three provinces had been regularised.

He said that the nation could not make progress until teachers were given their rights.

He urged the education minister to hold talks with teachers and resolve their issues immediately.

The PTA Sindh leader demanded that primary teachers recruited from 2001 to 2019 should be regularised forthwith, biometric
system should be shifted to district level from the provincial level to help teachers, and the allowance of headmasters should be
raised to Rs5,000 to Rs10,000.

The PTA leader warned that if their demands were not accepted, they would march on CM House.

He said that they were protesting peacefully for their rights as they were employed after passing the national testing service test.
The government had promised to regularise their jobs, but the promise could not be fulfilled yet, which was the matter of great

concern, he concluded.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 29/12/2022)
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