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Displaced Karachi families stage big rally against govt's apathy towards their early|

resettlement

With monsoon clouds looming over the city, the desperate affectees of Gujjar and Orangi Nullahs, Mujahid Colony, the Karachi
Circular Railway and other areas, which saw swift and insensitive demolitions and forced evictions in the name of ‘clean-up
operations’, are once again reminding the authorities of their plight, their basic right as human beings to having a roof over their
heads.

The Ghar Bahali Rally organised by the Karachi Bachao Tehreek comprised thousands of affectees, including women, children,
the elderly and the disabled, all demanding immediate resettlement and rehabilitation as they marched from the Arts Council of
Pakistan to the Karachi Press Club on Sunday.

Roshan Ara of Orangi Town said that she had built her home on 120 square yards of land that was leased out to her but now
after she was accused of encroaching on government land they had bulldozed most of her house. “I live in one small back room
of my place, which is all that is left,” she complained.

Nighat Fatima, also of Orangi Town, said that she also had a 120-sg-yard house at Orangi Nullah of which not a single block
remains now. “Me and my family are completely homeless. We live by the roadside under the open sky,” she cried.

Victims of multiple demolition drives say govt disregarded apex court’s order to provide residents alternative homes in two years

Syeda Hussain Fatima also said that she received two rent cheques for Rs90,000 each from the government after her house was
demolished.

“I am paying Rs10,000 rent for a small room in which | live with my two daughters. The money we were promised by the
government to pay for accommodation has also not come. After giving me two cheques there is no mention of the rest of the
money,” she informed.

Shahid Saleem, who represents the Christian community of Kausar Niazi Colony and came to the rally using a walker as his left
leg had been amputated, said that he was living with his wife and three daughters in what used to be a small back room of his
home.

“Most of my place has been bulldozed by the authorities. Life is really difficult. We have to compromise by living in a very
congested place but | can't afford to move out and live on rent,” he said.

Abdul Jabbar of Gujjar Nullah at Lalukhet was a blind student. Hesaid that his father’s entire house was demolished and he was
forced to live on rent. “We are paying Rs10,000 to rent a small place. We don’t even have enough to eat because we are paying
so much rent,” he said.

M. Shabbir, also a resident of Kausar Niazi Colony, said that he also had built a house on 120-sg-yads of land of which only
40sg-yads had remained now. “My daughter asks me why our life has become so difficult, and | don’t know what to tell her
because | don’t understand myself what | did to deserve this,” he said with tears in his eyes.

While providing a little history about his area, Zubair Siddiqui of Mujahid Colony said that it was one of the very first settlements
in Karachi that was regularised in 1949.

“It had the earliest settlers from India soon after Partition. We were legal residents of Mujahid Colony,” he said, adding that the
area had no collecting of rainwater or flooding issues and still it saw demolitions and evictions.

“We are here not to ask for an alternative place to live, we want our old homes back, because we were not illegal residents,” he
said. “The state is like your mother but here after seeing how we were treated and thrown out of our homes, the state has turned
into a stepmother.”

Laila Raza, of Awami Workers Party, demanded an independent commission to be led by an upright judge or a bureaucrat while
including the affected residents to oversee the rehabilitation process while ensuring transparency and fairness.

Fizza Qureshi, of Karachi Bachao Tehreek, reminded that the Supreme Court had ruled in 2021 that all the affected residents
should be provided alternative homes equipped with basic amenities within two years. “However the authorities blatantly disregard
these orders,” she said.

Along with demanding rehabilitation of the affected residents, the rally also asked for an independent commission to do it fairly.
It also demanded issuing rightful compensation to the affectees along with giving them the third and fourth rent cheques. It was
also said that the affectees must be resettled in their own districts in order to preserve their social connections, employment
opportunities and children’s education.

Leader of the Gujjar Nullah affected residents Nisar Ahmed, leader of the Orangi Nullah affected residents Arsalan Anjum and

leader of the Mujahid Colony affected residents Nasir Hussain also spoke.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 10/07/2023)

Compensate the displaced

The desperate plea of Karachi’s displaced residents, as witnessed during the recent Ghar Bahali rally, shines a spotlight on the
dire circumstances faced by those who have been forcibly evicted from their homes during clean-up operations. The affected
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residents, including women, children, the elderly and the disabled, have been left homeless, forced to endure the streets or
cramped shelters.

The government's failure to provide promised financial assistance and alternative housing has exacerbated their plight, leaving
them in a constant struggle for survival. Shockingly, the authorities have disregarded a 2021 Supreme Court ruling that mandated
the provision of alternative homes with basic amenities within two years, highlighting the deep-rooted issue of negligence and
lack of accountability. Immediate action is imperative. An independent commission, inclusive of the affected residents, must be
established.

Furthermore, rightful compensation must be provided to the affected individuals, and the outstanding rent cheques must be issued
without delay. Resettlement in their original districts would help preserve their social connections, employment opportunities and
access to education for their children. It is crucial for the government to recognise the long-term implications of uprooting
individuals from their communities and take steps to mitigate the damage caused. The Ghar Bahali rally serves as a powerful
reminder that the affected residents are not mere statistics or collateral damage in development projects. They are human beings
with rights who deserve compassion, respect, and support from the authorities. The government must listen to their pleas,
acknowledge their suffering and take immediate action to rectify the injustices they have endured.

The entire ordeal also highlights the urgent need for a comprehensive and empathetic approach to urban development, prioritising
inclusive and sustainable practices. While infrastructure and cleanliness are important, they should never come at the expense
of vulnerable communities without proper resettlement plans.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 12/07/2023)

‘Over 150-year-old’ Hindu temple demolished in Karachi's Soldier Bazaar|

The Hindu community in Karachi woke up on Saturday morning to find the old Mari Mata Temple Soldier Bazaar had been razed
. : to the ground.

According to residents of the area, the operation took place while the area was
without electricity late on Friday night. That's when the diggers and a bulldozer
arrived to do their work. While leaving the outer walls and the temple’s main
gate intact, they demolished the entire inside structure.

The residents have also reported that they saw a police mobile there to provide
‘cover’ to the men operating the machines.

They said that the Mari Mata Temple is located on Mukhi Chohitram Road,
very near the Soldier Bazaar police station.

“Itis a very old mandir,” Shri Ram Nath Mishra Mahraj of another very old temple nearby, the Shri Punch Mukhi Hanuman Mandir,
informed [Dawn.

“It is said to have been built over 150 years ago. We have also heard of stories about old treasures buried in its courtyard,” he
said, adding that it covered about 400 to 500 square yards and there had been talk of the land grabbers having their eye on it for
some time now.

“The mandir was under the management of the Madrasi Hindu community of Karachi and since it was being said that it was a
very old and dangerous structure that might topple any day, the mandir management after much pressure reluctantly but
temporarily moved most of their deities to a small room near the storm water drain until they could carry out some renovation
work there,” he said.

“But last night the Mari Mata Mandir was just flattened,” he added.

A member of the Madrasi Hindu community, meanwhile, said that they were being forced to vacate by two persons, namely,
Imran Hashmi and Rekha AKA Nagin Bai. There was also talk of the temple being sold off by the two named to another party for
an amount of 70 million rupees and the buyers were looking to build a commercial building there. There was also a mention of
some fake documents in the name of a person named ‘Navaid’, allowing transfer of lease of the amenity plot to a commercial
one.

The community has appealed to the Pakistan-Hindu Council, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and the Inspector General of
Sindh police to take notice and look into the matter on an urgent basis.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 16/07/2023)

SBCA draws SHC's ire over lack of action against illegal construction|

The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Tuesday expressed serious resentment over the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) for not
taking action against unauthorised and illegal construction despite an earlier court order.

It granted the SBCA a last chance to implement the court’s directives.

A two-judge bench headed by Justice Adnan Igbal Chaudhry ordered the district East director of the SBCA to appear in court on
August 1, along with a compliance report.

The bench was hearing a petition filed against alleged illegal and unauthorised construction at Karachi Administration Employees
Co-operative Housing Society (KAECHS).
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At the outset of the hearing, the bench noted that on May 23, the SHC had directed the SBCA not to allow any unauthorised
construction on the subject plot.

However, apparently four floors were constructed by the builder/owner without an approved building plan, and on July 7, a report
was also called from the SBCA, while the director general was also asked to ensure compliance, it added.

The bench came down hard on the SBCA, as neither such a report was filed nor was the director concerned in attendance, while
the lawyer for the authority could not offer any satisfactory explanation.

The court ordered SBCA director general Yaseen Sher to immediately appear before it. After a short break, the SBCA chief
appeared in court and sought time to take necessary action for compliance with the court order and to file a report.

The bench stated in its order: “By way of a last opportunity, adjourned to August 1, 2023. The report shall also explain what efforts
were made by the director of SBCA East, namely Syed Asif Rizvi, to implement the order dated May 23, 2023.”

The lawyer for the builder submitted that his client ha also filed a constitutional petition in the SHC, and the bench asked its office
to club the petition with the current matter for a joint hearing.

The bench said that the SBCA chief needed not to appear in person if compliance was made on the next hearing.
It directed the Tipu Sultan SHO to provide complete assistance to the SBCA for compliance with the court order.

Tanveer Ahmed and two others petitioned the SHC, stating that builder Mohsin Waheed was allegedly raising a multi-storey
building in Block 5, KAECHS without any approved building plan and the SBCA was not taking any action against it.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 26/07/2023)

‘Main culprit’ in Nasla Tower case sent to jail

One of the main suspects accused of illegally allotting the land for the demolished Nasla Tower, rendering the residents homeless,
was sent to jail after the accountability judge cancelled his bail.

The Anti-Corruption Special Judge revoked the bails of Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) ex-DG Manzoor Qadir Kaka and
Khair Muhammad in the case of the illegal allotment of additional land to Nasla Tower builders. The accused were taken into
custody by the anti-corruption police and put behind the bars for the meantime.

The judge was hearing the petition for an extension of the interim bail of Kaka and Khair Muhammad in the case.

The public prosecutor objected to the extension of the interim bail and contended that Kaka unlawfully passed the map of Nasla
Tower and increased the land of the illegal building from 700 square yards to 1,100 square yards encraoching upon the service
lane on Shahrae Faisal near Nursery Market.

The defence lawyer contended that Kaka had been implicated in the false accusations. | request to the court that Manzoor Qadir
Kaka's interim bail has to be extended. The court reserved judgment on whether to extend interim bail after hearing the arguments
made by the attorneys for the parties.

While making a judgment, the court revoked the bail of Kaka and Khair Muhammad. The court mandated that the anti-corruption
authorities should take both defendants into custody.

The Investigating Officer (10) said that the case was registered on the orders of the Supreme Court. Kaka was SBCA DG at that
time, who illegally allotted the land to Nasla Tower builders.

Kaka had absconded after the investigations into the Nasla Tower case resumed. However, he secured interim bail on July 26,
and requested its extension today. "The special judge cancelled Kaka's bail, after which we arrested him. We will now proceed
with our plan of action and provide the court with a report,” the 10 said.

The then Chief Justice Gulzar Ahmed had ordered demolition of Nasla Tower in an anti-encroachmehnt case in 2021. The razing
process started in November 2021 and completed in February 2022.

Justice Gulzar's order to demolish the illegally constructed building caused public outcry as political parties and civil society
sympathised with 44 families who became homeless. However, the builders who sold the apartments and the government officials
who earned kickbacks from approving the map and allocating land of service lane continue to live a luxurious life having robbed
people of their hard-earned money.

One section of lawyers is questioning his orders to remove the encroachments as they were lacking substance.

A senior lawyer termed the anti-encroachment drive as "heartless". "The way he evicted purchasers and demolished buildings
did not punish the unscrupulous builders or officials but the common man who had been duped into buying them," he added.

CBC, DHA issued notices
The Sindh High Court has issued notices to the Cantonment Board and DHA on the petition against the obstruction in DHA 15
East.

A two-member bench comprising Justice Adnan Igbal Chaudhry and Justice Zulfigar Ali Sangi heard the petition against erecting
barriers in DHA 15 East Street.
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Muhammad Ali Lakhani, the lawyer of the petitioner, Dr. Mazhar Ali, stated that cement blocks were placed adjacent to the house
and sewage water had also started to accumulate due to the construction of barriers.

Justice Chaudhry inquired, did you complain to the Cantonment Board first? The petitioner's counsel submitted that the
Cantonment Board was informed but the hearing is not taking place.

The court issued a notice to the Cantonment Board and DHA for August 24 and sought their response.
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 01/08/2023)

Ex-SBCA chief held after dismissal of interim bail in Nasla Tower case|

The anti-corruption police on Monday arrested former director general of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) Manzoor
Qadir Kaka and ex-Jamshed Town mukhtiarkar Khair Muhammad Dabhiri after a court revoked their pre-arrest interim bail in the
Nasla Tower case.

Kaka, who has recently returned to the country from Canada, got pre-arrest bail by the provincial anti-corruption court.

On Monday, both Kaka and Dahiri appeared in court to seek confirmation of their bail before arrest granted to them on July 13
and 26, respectively.

However, Judge Muhammad Ahsan Khan Durrani dismissed their bail pleas and ordered the anti-corruption police to arrest them.
Later, the duo was sent to prison on judicial remand.
Court sends suspects Kaka and former Jamshed Town mukhtiarkar Dahiri to prison on judicial remand

The judge asked the prosecution to supply copies of documentary evidence under Section 265-C of the Criminal Procedure Code
to the suspects before the next date when they would be indicted.

In its order, the court noted that Kaka was the chief of the SBCA and from perusal of the record, it appeared that under his
command the team of other officials/accused without forwarding a letter and on incomplete title documents had held a
presentation for approval of the transfer of property (TP) no-objection certificate on Feb 28, 2013, and issued the TP NOC, thereby
facilitated the builder in getting approval of the building plan of the 15-storey Nasla Tower illegally.

“Since, he was head of the department; he was supposed to refer the matter for proper procedure prior to its presentation for
approval of T.P NOC and issuance of T.P NOC. It was not possible without his consent and an active role in such process;
therefore, he too, remained with distinctive role in the whole process,” the judge stated in the order.

Defence counsel argued that the area fell within the administrative control of the Sindh Muslim Cooperative Housing Society
(SMCHS); therefore, the SBCA had nothing to do with all the documentary process of lease etc.

State prosecutor Sharfuddin Kanhar submitted that the documentary evidence available with the prosecution clearly showed that
with the signature of then DG Kaka, the approved area of 780 square yards was extended to 1,121 square yards on the basis of
TP NOC and he was the signatory of the document.

“This reveals that the role of the applicant/accused, being team leader of the SBCA officials, remained distinctive in the whole
proceedings; therefore, he cannot be given the treatment of pre-arrest bail,” he argued.

The judge said both the applicants remained fugitives for a long time and they were declared proclaimed offenders by the court
after completing necessary legal formalities.

Defence counsel pleaded the judge to condone the absence of their clients during the trial, arguing that they were ill and remained
under treatment in the country and in Canada and also produced relevant documents to support their plea.

While overruling such arguments for having no inspiring force, the judge ruled: “At the stage of pre-arrest bail, since it appeared
quite clear from the record that several non-bailable warrants were repeatedly issued by the court and process of their
proclamation was completed under Sections 87 and 88 of the Criminal Procedure Code, none of both came forward or intimated
the 10 about their inability to join the investigation.”

Finding the medical documentary evidence as unsatisfactory, the judge observed that it seemed to avoid investigation and the
applicants came forward after 15 co-accused had obtained bail to avail the same remedy on the principle of consistency.

The judge concluded that Manzoor Qadir Kaka being the head of the SBCA team and Khair Muhammad Dahiri being mukhtiarkar
of Jamshed Town with alleged role of making entry in the land record “cannot be given the benefit of principle of rule of
consistency”.

“It is very surprising to see that tentatively both of them remained quiet during the period of their proclamation and not bothered
to contact the 10,” the judge remarked.

Earlier in March, the court had indicted 18 people, including then SBCA officers and office-bearers of the SMCHS.

The 15-storey commercial-cum-residential Nasla Tower on Sharea Faisal was demolished on the directives of the Supreme Court
for having been built in violation of laws.
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The building’s land owner, Abdul Qadir (who passed away during pendency of the trial), the project’s builders, former DG SBCA
Qadir, SMCHS officials, master plan department director and deputy director, their subordinates and those of other departments
have been booked for illegal construction of Nasla Tower by occupying 341 sg-yards of a service road along Sharea Faisal.

(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 01/08/2023)

Post-arrest bail of ex-SBCA chief dismissed in Karachi’s Nasla Tower case]

The Special Anti-Corruption (Provincial) Court dismissed on Tuesday the bail applications of former Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA) director general Manzoor Qadir Kaka and ex-Jamshed Town mukhtiarkar Khair Muhammad Dabhiri in the Nasla
Tower case.

Earlier this month, the court had revoked their interim pre-arrest bail and sent them to prison on judicial remand. Later, both the
suspects had moved fresh applications seeking grant of post-arrest bail to them.

On Tuesday, Judge Muhammad Ahsan Khan Durrani pronounced his order reserved last week after hearing arguments from the
defence and prosecution.

The judge noted that the defence failed to make out a case for grant of the post-arrest bail to the applicants at the present stage
of the trial. Therefore, he dismissed the bail pleas of both the suspects.

In the bail plea, Barrister Iftikhar Ahmed Shah had argued that his client, Manzoor Kaka, was on ex-Pakistan leave and was not
aware of the pendency of the present case against him, which was originally a dispute of land allotment between the defunct
Karachi Development Authority (KDA) and the Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society (SMCHS).

He argued that Kaka, being the then director general of the SBCA, had nothing to do with the allotment of the additional land for
Nasla Tower, as it had already been done by the KDA and SMCHS.

The counsel argued that 17 co-accused in the case had already been granted bail. Therefore, the applicant may also be granted
this relief on the basis of rule of consistency, as permissible under the law.

In March this year, the court had indicted 18 people, including then SBCA officers and office-bearers of the SMCHS in a case
pertaining to encroachment upon a thoroughfare, where the now demolished Nasla Tower was illegally built in 2013.

The 15-storey commercial-cum-residential building on Sharea Faisal was demolished on the directives of the Supreme Court for
having been built in violation of laws.
(By Naeem Sahoutara Dawn, 13, 16/08/2023)

SC sets timeframe for payment to demolition drive victims|

The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the provincial and local authorities to pay compensation on account of rent support to
the displaced families rendered homeless following a demolition drive along three major drains (nullahs) in the city within 30 days.

The outgoing chief minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah, assured the apex court that proper allocation had been made in this regard
and he, before leaving his office in the evening, would issue necessary instructions for due compliance of the court orders.

About rehabilitation of dispossessed persons, a two-judge bench of the apex court comprising Justice Mohammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi said that the outgoing CM and senior officials of Sindh government had forwarded two
proposals.

The court asked the lawyer for the applicants to file a concise statement after seeking instructions from the affected people.
Orders completion of the process of compensation to families displaced due to demolition of houses along three major drains

However, the bench clarified that it was passing this order without prejudice to the application, seeking contempt proceedings
against Mr Shah for not complying with earlier court orders in letter and spirit about compensation and rehabilitation of affected
families, which will remain intact and pending for further proceedings if the matter was not resolved in view of undertaking and
proposals placed before the court during Thursday’s proceedings.

A day earlier, the apex court had put the CM on notice to initiate contempt proceedings for not complying with its earlier orders
as well as his undertaking and not filing monthly progress report about compensation and resettlement of 9,632 families displaced
during the demolition operation for expansion of Gujjar, Orangi Town and Mehmoodabad nullahs. It had also asked the chief
secretary Sindh, Karachi mayor and commissioner to turn up and assist the court in the matter.

At the outset of the hearing on Thursday, the outgoing CM, Chief Secretary Dr Mohammad Sohail Rajput, Mayor Murtaza Wahab
and Commissioner Igbal Memon were in attendance.

Representing the applicants, Faisal Siddiqui advocate invited the attention of judges to the orders previously issued and directions
contained therein for compliance and expressed the grievance that such orders were not complied with in letter and spirit.

Mr Shah and the Karachi mayor also referred to previous orders and explained why the timelines fixed in these orders were not
complied with and also expressed regret for non-filing of the progress reports.
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After hearing the issue at some length and before formally initiating contempt proceedings against the outgoing CM, the bench
asked him, the mayor and other government officials whether they were sincerely committed to the implementation of the orders
passed by the apex court for compensating and rehabilitating affected people who were dispossessed from their abodes.

The bench noted that Mr Shah and other officials present in the court in one voice showed their willingness to resolve the matter
sincerely and both parties exchanged different proposals vice versa in order to settle the matter in the best interest of
dispossessed persons who were waiting for the fulfillment of the promises made to them for compensation and rehabilitation and
such undertakings were also recorded in the court’s orders including disbursement of amount on account of rental support per
household in a sum of Rs15,000 each per month for two years.

At this juncture, the counsel for applicants argued that two tranches in cheques, each worth Rs90,000 were due, but the same
were not released despite the lapse of a considerable period.

Some of the affected people also informed the bench that a number of displaced families have yet to get any cheque on account
of rental support as their claims were still pending and the relevant government officials were allegedly demanding a bribe against
release of such cheques.

However, the outgoing chief minster assured the bench that the cheques would be prepared and delivered and after deliberations
and by consent a mechanism of making payment of rental support and proposal of rehabilitation were jotted down.

ISeven-day time fixed|

The bench in its order said that according to agreed statistics, the total displaced families of three nullahs stood at 6,932 and
cheques of those who had not received the sanctioned amount must be prepared within seven-day time without any further delay
or excuse.

“The unpaid affectees may collect their cheques for the aforesaid period within 30 days. The timeline of 30 days is fixed to ensure
timely payment to the affectees and, in case any affectees due to some reasons beyond his control failed to collect the cheque,
he will not be deprived of his right of compensation and may also approach the authority for the disbursement of his cheques,” it
added.

The bench further said that such cheques would be disbursed from the office of the deputy commissioner (south) between 10am
and 2pm daily on working days under the supervision of the commissioner office and the commissioner Karachi also undertook
that he would personally supervise the fair disbursement of the cheques amongst the affectees.

It also directed that the DC (south) would continue the window operation for the affectees and ensure timely release of cheques,
facilitation to the affectees in the process and removal of all difficulties that they might face.

It also stated that in case of any complaint due to delay or non-release of cheques, the affectees may file their complaint to the
additional commissioner-1l, who is appointed as focal person by the commissioner to ensure that complaints, if any, with regard
to non-issuance of cheques, delay in release of cheques or any other issue in this respect must be taken up immediately and
resolved.

Govt's proposals

Regarding Rs10 billion rehabilitation scheme for the dispossessed families, the bench said that outgoing chief minister, mayor
and other senior officials have forwarded proposals that government would release the amounts to each of the affected family for
purchase of land and construction according to the market value of land from where the affectees were dispossessed while
regarding the cost of construction, the standards laid down by the Pakistan Engineering Council for construction of house
measuring 80 square yards, would be followed.

In the alternate, the provincial government will allot a plot measuring 80 square yards to each of the displaced families and after
handing over peaceful vacant possession of such plots with title and free from all encumbrances, the cost of construction would
also be paid to each of the affected families in accordance with the standards set out by the PEC, they further proposed.

Information through medid

The apex court directed the Sindh government that in order to ensure timely disbursement of cheques to unpaid affectees public
notices also be issued in the vernacular newspapers for information of affectees so that they may easily collect their cheques
and also consider the proposals placed by the government for rehabilitation scheme.

The bench also sought an interim compliance report about issuing cheques on or before Sept 11 and said the matter would be
fixed for hearing after one month.

These directives were issued on an application filed by a NGO and some affectees seeking sought contempt proceedings against
the outgoing CM for allegedly violating court orders.

In its earlier orders passed in 2021, the apex court had directed the provincial government to provide Rs15,000 each month to
every affected family for two years and also provide them accommodations in a couple of years while the Mr Shah had also
assured the apex court that the rehabilitation process will be completed in two years.

Demonstration

Meanwhile, a large number of the affected persons including women turned up on the second consecutive day and staged a
protest outside the apex court building against the authorities for failing to compensate and rehabilitate them.
(By Ishaqg Tanoli Dawn, 13, 18/08/2023)
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Sattar condemns demolition of houses, shops in Railway Colony|

A senior leader of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan visited Railway Colony to express solidarity with the victims of an
. anti-encroachment drive by railways authorities in which they demolished 70-year-
old houses and shops.

He said the cruel government in Sindh has come to an end and now they would
not allow injustice to the people of Karachi.

Senior deputy convener of the MQM-P Dr Farooq Sattar strongly condemned the
brutal action of Pakistan Railways and demanded immediate compensation for the
loss of the people.

s =
and colour in every difficult hour.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 20/08/2023)

He added the MQM-P would strive for the people’s rights regardless of their race

LG minister orders action against ‘system’ of illegal constructions|

Caretaker Local Government Minister Mubin Jumani on Tuesday said that the city had been turned into a jungle of concrete and
directed the chief of the Sindh Building Control Authority to independently initiate immediate action against all ‘systems’ including
‘illegal construction system’.

During his maiden meeting with the heads of different civic agencies and utilities, he said he had been hearing that there was a
‘system’— a jargon used for a mechanism or interconnecting network of corruption in the province— in the development
authorities under the administrative control of the local government department. “It should be ended in any case,” he said.

The interim LG minister said that he was a builder himself by profession and lived in the city. “| know everything very well and
know who is behind all this and which departments’ officers are involved in the racket,” he told the meeting.

However, he told the officers that what had happened in the past should be made a thing of past. “You should consider yourselves
safe in any case, because the officer who works in the right direction will have my support,” he said but added that if any officer
was found involved in wrongdoings, he would himself take action against him.

The local government secretary, local government board secretary, chiefs of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Corporation
(KWSC), Karachi Development Authority, Malir Development Authority, Sehwan Development Authority, Sindh Building Control
Authority and Sindh Solid Waste Management Board and other senior officers attended the meeting.

The officers of the departments managed by the local government department gave a detailed briefing to the caretaker provincial
minister regarding their respective departments.

Mr Jumani said that now the officers of the department should offer themselves to serve the public without any fear. “All the
officers have to leave behind whatever happened in the past and follow the law only,” he said.

He asked the chief executive officer of the KWSC to immediately provide him the list of illegal hydrants. “lllegal hydrants is a big
mafia and the details of its backers should be provided,” he said.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 23/08/2023)

Hope rises for demolition drive victims in Karachi after PM intervenes

The plight of thousands of people whose houses had been demolished in a massive anti-encroachment drive aimed at widening

i three major storm water drains in the metropolis was
recognised by Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haqg
Kakar on Wednesday when he directed the Sindh
government to expedite efforts for their early rehabilitation
and resettlement, it emerged on Wednesday.

In a one-on-one meeting with Sindh’'s Caretaker Chief
Minister retired Justice Magbool Bagar, the prime minister
asked him to personally monitor the implementation of the
resettlement project.

The meeting, which was held at the CM House, discussed
at length the rehabilitation of the people displaced in the
anti-encroachment operation at different storm water
drains in Karachi.

} The chief minister informed the prime minister that the
families affected by the anti-encroachment drives along three storm water drains —Mahmoodabad, Guijjar, and Orangi nullahs
— were being rehabilitated as per the orders of the Supreme Court.

Kakar asks caretaker CM to personally monitor resettlement of families displaced in operation to expand three major storm water
drains in city
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Only last week, the apex court had directed the provincial and local authorities to pay compensation on account of rent support
to displaced families rendered homeless following a demolition drive within 30 days.

Then chief minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, who had appeared before the court after it summoned in a contempt case, had assured
the apex court that proper fund allocation had been made. The compensation and resettlement of 9,632 families displaced during
the demolition operation for expansion of Gujjar, Orangi Town and Mehmoodabad nullahs had been pending for the past two
years.

It was decided that the provincial government would disburse an amount of Rs15,000 per month on account of rental support per
household for two years. However, until last week majority of the affectees were not given cheques.

However, it is learnt that Mr Shah had released the required amount on his last day before leaving the office of the chief minister
in compliance with the court orders.

The Supreme Court had already directed the deputy commissioner (south) to disburse cheques within 30 days and ensure
facilitation to the affectees in the process and removal of all difficulties that they might face.

Flood victims

The interim chief minister and the prime minister also discussed rehabilitation efforts for the flood-affected people across the
province.

Justice Bagar informed the prime minister that the provincial government had already launched a rehabilitation programme for
the people who were displaced due to floods and heavy rains last year.

Over 2.1 million houses were damaged, most of them completely, in the floods and the then provincial government of the Pakistan
Peoples Party had set up the Sindh Peoples Housing Scheme for Flood Affectees (SPHF) for the construction of destroyed
houses with the support of international donor agencies.

“The rehabilitation programme will be sped up because the winter is approaching, and people needed their houses,” he added.
The prime minister urged the chief minister to personally monitor the implementation of the rehabilitation projects to achieve the

purpose.
(By Dawn Reporter, 13, 24/08/2023)

Demolished lives|

KARACHI has witnessed mass economic discrimination far too often, making the PPP’s ‘roti, kapra, makaan’ slogan seem rather
aspirational. The misery of 9,632 families displaced in a flattening action in the name of an expansion plan for Gujjar, Orangi
Town and Mehmoodabad storm water drains was noticed by Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar on Wednesday. Prior
to this, the top court directed the provincial government to disburse rent compensation to affectees within 30 days — they have
been deprived of resettlement and recompense for two long years. But the monthly amount of Rs15,000 as rental support is
hardly sufficient consolation for the destitution weathered by them.

Perhaps there isample reason to have reservations about the location of these settlements and the correlation between squatter
colonies and urban flooding. But demolition operations must assume a more humane approach — chalking out impartial relocation
schemes and payment plans — so that poor dwellers forced out of their homes are not at the mercy of the elements, without
security, assets and access to essential needs. Every rash demolition increases the distance between the haves and the have-
nots as authorities look the other way when vast, upmarket residential societies are constructed on land seized from hapless
owners, including shacks purportedly built atop culverts. Interestingly, renowned architects and urban planners state that these
roads beside Guijjar and Orangi Town nullahs did not feature on any Karachi master plan. Nevertheless, the fact that builders
backed by powerful quarters will prevail is a foregone conclusion in the metropolis. The government would do well to follow
elemental parameters — detailed surveys of houses, proportionate shelters and compensation. Also, a credible way to check
mushroom growth of encroachments and katchi abadis is low-cost housing townships; these will also prevent similar recurrences
over drains. But history shows that it takes repeated court orders for Sindh’s government and bureaucracy to stir in favour of
those on the bottom rung of the socioeconomic ladder.

(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 25/08/2023)

Caretaker govt plans to regularise illegal construction across Sindh|

In what is being viewed as a move beyond its mandate, the provincial caretaker government has hinted at regularising all illegally
constructed buildings in the metropolis, it emerged on Monday.

lllegal construction of multi-storey buildings on small residential plots has become a lucrative business in Karachi and other parts
of the province. The superior courts have been hearing many petitions against the menace and in one such case the apex court
had ordered demolition of the 15-storey Nasla Tower and refused to regularise it for being illegally constructed.

However, Caretaker Local Government Minister Mubin Jumani, who himself is a builder, on Monday ordered the Sindh Building
Control Authority (SBCA) to conduct a complete survey of the illegally constructed buildings in the province, including Karachi,
where people were living and submit a report within 48 hours.

In a meeting with a delegation of the Association of Builders and Developers (Abad), he said that the only agenda of the provincial
caretaker government was to provide maximum relief to the people.

Unauthorised buildings to be regularised after third-party survey, LG minister tells Abad
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“We will take steps to regularise all such illegal buildings where people have settled under the law by having a third-party survey
of these buildings,” he told the delegation.

Recently, the caretaker minister had imposed a complete ban on new constructions and approval of building maps and layout
plans across the province.

The Abad delegation, led by its former chairman Mohsin Sheikhani and chairman Altaf Tai, raised the issue of the ban during the
meeting.

Minister Jumani told the delegation that the ban on new constructions and layout plans was imposed for “only a few days” to
prevent the city from becoming a concrete jungle.

He said that the caretaker government was going to formulate a policy in this regard, which could promote legal constructions
and prevent illegal constructions, said a press release issued after the meeting.

He said that the provincial government wanted to create a mechanism in the construction sector in the province so that it could
generate more revenue for the government.

The LG minister said that all the authorities, including the SBCA, had been instructed to conduct a complete survey of the illegal
constructions that have been established in the city and the province and submit a report within 48 hours.

He said that the caretaker government was going to constitute a committee comprising representatives of builders, SBCA, Karachi
Development Authority, Malir Development Authority, Lyari Development Authority and other stakeholders so that they could give
consensus proposals with regard to the construction industry.

The Abad chairman assured the minister that he would submit his proposals in two-three days. He urged the minister to remove
the ban on building plans in the light of Abad’s proposals.

Speaking on the occasion, LG Secretary Najm Shah said that the government would try its best to introduce a comprehensive
policy in consultation with all stakeholders in a week.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 29/08/2023)

Karachi mayor orders removal of encroachments from Mauripur truck stand|

City Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab has urged the representative organisations of the Mauripur truck stand to ensure payment
of land rent and municipal utility charges and taxes (MUCT).

Presiding over a meeting regarding the truck stand held in his office on Monday, he held out assurance that all kinds of
encroachments would be removed from the truck stand.

He asked the relevant departments to immediately issue notices for the recovery of dues against land rent and MUCT.

The mayor directed that the land department should depute its staff in the office of the representative organisations of the truck
stand to collect all dues and identify illegal encroachments so that the anti-encroachment department could remove them with
the help of local representative bodies.

It was told in the meeting that the Sindh High Court had issued a stay order on 17 plots of the Mauripur truck stand, and so far
the land department had issued 200 recovery notices for the rent of the land of the stand.

Karachi Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab directed that immediate recovery notices should be issued to all the 689 persons, who
were defaulters, and the recovery be made possible with the relevant association’s support.

On this occasion, the representative organisations of the Mauripur truck stand said that they would pay the land rent and MUCT.
They also assured their support to the mayor.

The mayor appointed Finance Director Wasi Usmani as liaison officer regarding MUCT so that the dues could be collected.
Other issues were also discussed during the meeting, and the future plan for the improvement of the truck stand was decided.

Present on the occasion were mayor’s representative for political affairs Karamullah Waqasi, United Goods Transport chairman
Ghulam Yasin Khan, Karachi Goods Carrier Association general secretary Ghulam Muhammad Afridi, Sindh Goods Truck
Owners general secretary Azam Khan, Aman Dost Trades Association president Sultan Khan Niazi, and officers of the relevant
departments of the KMC.

(By APP Dawn, 13, 19/09/2023)

Five killed as another building going up ‘illegally’ collapses|

Five people, including two brothers, were killed and four others injured when an under-construction building collapsed in Shah
Faisal Colony on Wednesday, said officials and witnesses.

This is not the first case as many similar incidents have taken place in the past in which scores of people were killed.

The Association of Builders and Developers (Abad) described the three-storey building, which was being constructed on a 40-
square-yard plot, as ‘illegal’ and asked the government to take action against responsible builders and contractors.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1776655/karachi-mayor-orders-removal-of-encroachments-from-mauripur-truck-stand
https://www.dawn.com/news/1780534/five-killed-as-another-building-going-up-illegally-collapses

News Clipping on Encroachment & Eviction July to December 2023

Shah Faisal Colony SHO Saqib Khan said that on Wednesday labourers were laying reinforced cement concrete (RCC) roof on
the third floor when the building collapsed.

Third floor was being built on 40-sg-yd plot in Shah Faisal Colony
He said the structure could not withstand the weight of two RCC roofs on first and second floors.
The police said an elderly passer-by was killed while several labourers were buried under the rubble.

The debris was removed with machinery and four bodies and as many wounded people were taken out from the debris, the SHO
added.

Police Surgeon Summaiya Syed said that five bodies were brought to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre.

The victims were identified as passer-by Abdul Ghaffar, 70 and labourers Naseer Ahmed, 30, Mohammed Kashif, 38, Asghar,
28, and Sikander, 22.

An Edhi Foundation spokesperson said that Asghar and Sikander were brothers.

Speaking to Dawn, Rescue 1122 Director Dr Abid Shaikh said that they received a call about the collapse of an under-construction
building at 10:26am and their team equipped with a disaster management vehicle arrived there within 20-25 minutes to launch
the rescue operation.

He said in such incidents it was seen that usually the contractors/builders concerned did not keep a full record of employed men.

In this case also, initially, the rescue workers were informed that only two people had been trapped inside the debris, but during
the search operation, five bodies were found and three people were rescued.

Dr Abid said another problem, which they faced was congested localities where vehicles could not move in narrow streets and
their problems were increased with presence of huge crowds as most people had just gathered there to make videos.

However, with the help of district administration and law enforcers, the Rescue 1122 finished the rescue work. He said work for
removal of debris would continue till evening.

IAbad demands action against illegal buildings|
Residents and police said that there was an 80-sq-yd plot in Shah Faisal Colony No5, which was illegally bifurcated into two plots
of 40 square yards each and the builder, identified as Wazir, sold one of the plots and started raising upper floors on the other
plot that had old construction on the ground floor.

Expressing deep sorrow over the death of five people in an ‘illegal’ building construction, Abad on Wednesday asked the
government to take stern action against construction of illegal buildings in Karachi and people involved in that illegal activity.

In a statement, Abad chairman Asif Sumsum said if the government did not take action against perpetrators of illegal
constructions, such incidents would continue to happen in the city and more people would lose their lives.

This was not the first incident of collapse of an illegally-built building in the metropolis as dozens of people had already died in
such incidents in this mega city, it added.

Abad asked the caretaker Local Government Minister Mubin Jumani to take serious notice of this horrible incident and take action
against all responsible perpetrators.

The Abad chairman added that the organisation had always raised its voice against illegal construction in the city because illegal
construction was not only affecting master plan and municipal policies, but also badly damaging the infrastructure of the city.

He said that the government should not allow the so-called ‘builders and contractors’ to construct illegal buildings because saving
lives of people and their properties was the responsibility of the government.

“The widespread illegal constructions in Karachi are a real challenge to Sindh Building Control Authority and Master plan
department,” said Abad head.
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 12/10/2023)

DC, law enforcers ordered to remove encroachments from Karachi housing society land|

The Sindh High Court on Wednesday directed the deputy commissioner (east), police and Rangers to remove encroachments
from the land of a housing society.

A two-judge bench headed by Justice Nadeem Akhtar also asked them to complete the operation and file compliance reports till
Nov 14.

The Pakistan Post Office Employees Cooperative Housing Society had petitioned the SHC in 2021 and contended that over 71
acres of the petitioner, located in Scheme 33, Gulzar-i-Hijri, had been encroached upon since 2016.

In December last year, the high court had directed the Rangers and police to provide force to the district administration in order

to implement its orders after the DC and SSP East had submitted that encroachment could not be removed despite several
attempts, and sought additional force to get the land vacated.
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High court also censures SBCA chief for flouting orders to demolish building

At the outset of the hearing on Wednesday, a nazir through his report informed the bench that 71.12 acres belonging to the
petitioner society was under encroachment.

The lawyer for the petitioner drew the attention of court to one of earlier orders passed on Dec 15 about removal of encroachment
from the society’s land.

The lawyer for Pakistan Rangers, Sindh and an assistant advocate general Sindh assured the bench that earlier court orders
would be complied with by the paramilitary force, Sindh police and DC concerned in letter and spirit.

The bench directed them to do the needful and file compliance report till the next hearing.

ISBCA chief summoned|
The same bench has expressed serious resentment over the Sindh Building Control Authority’s inaction with regard to the illegal
construction of a building in Nazimabad and summoned its director general.

The court also directed the DG to ensure demolishing of the building before the next hearing and sought a compliance report.

Earlier, the high court had issued several orders for the demolition of the five-storey building after SBCA officials submitted that
the same was raised without any approved building plan.

The bench observed that apparently apart from for issuing eviction notices, no other action had been taken by the SBCA to
implement the court orders.

It also noted that the construction in question took around 20 months to complete but SBCA and its officials completely failed in
discharging their statutory functions.

The bench directed the SBCA DG to appear before it on Nov 7 along with details of the officials who were posted in the district
concerned where the construction in question was raised so that their cases could be sent to the anti-corruption establishment
for appropriate action against them.

(By Ishaqg Tanoli Dawn, 13, 19/10/2023)

Lines Area evacuees await resettlement

Caretaker Sindh Minister for Local Government, Housing, Town Planning and Rehabilitation Muhammad Mubeen Jumani has
said that the Lines Area Resettlement Project (LARP) board meeting will be called in the second week of next month and action
plan regarding the resettlement of the eviction drive victims will be discussed.

He expressed these views on Thursday during a meeting with Thakur Zulfikar Qaimkhani, nominated public member of LARP
Board.

Qaimkhani said that the main purpose of forming the LARP Board was the immediate rehabilitation of the people evicted during
the anti encroachment drives in the Lines Area.

However, he said, the resettlement process was extremely slow, Qaimkhani said requesting the minister to visit the area and see
the situation by himself.

Jumani said that the real aim of Sindh caretaker government is to provide more and faster facilities to the people.
He said that he will visit the Lines Area soon and the board meeting will also be called in the second week of December.

He said that the contacts with all relevant institutions including the Board of Revenue will be expedited for the resettlement of the
evacuees.

He assured the LARP public representative that all the complaints will be resolved and work will be done within the ambit of the
law.

Jumani said that he is not responsible for what happened in the past, but as long as there is a caretaker government, no one will
be allowed to do any illegal work
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 24/11/2023)

SHC orders removal of encroachments along Superhighway|

The Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the provincial and local authorities concerned to remove encroachments along the
Superhighway and Sohrab Goth.

The two-judge bench headed by Justice Nadeem Akhtar deplored that despite the directives issued earlier the encroachments
had not been taken out.

It also asked the National Highway Authority, Rangers and other authorities concerned to cooperate with the district administration
in the drive against such encroachments.

The bench said it was very unfortunate that service roads, greenbelts and footpaths had been encroached upon and warned the
authorities of legal consequences if the court order was not complied with.
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In first phase, illegal structures to be removed from Al-Asif Square
It further stated that in the first phase, encroachments be removed from Al-Asif Square.

Justice Akhtar remarked that it was the duty of the officials concerned to take action against illegal encroachments, but they were
neither fulfilling their responsibilities nor complying with court orders.

The bench also expressed resentment towards an additional advocate general of Sindh when he contended that the chief
secretary had constituted a committee in this regard. The court observed that they had been informed repeatedly about such
committees, but there were hardly any practical measures.

The AAG also asserted that such public spaces had been encroached upon again soon after the operation and further maintained
that the Superhighway came within the domain of the NHA and the federal government.

The bench asked the NHA for beautification of greenbelts along the Superhighway after removal of encroachments.

When confronted, the deputy commissioner (east) informed the bench that one week needed to remove encroachments, but the
basic challenge was to stop such excesses on permanent basis.

The bench recalled that earlier it had also ordered removal of illegal parking of commercial vehicles, booking offices and other
encroachments from service roads, greenbelts and footpaths at and around Sohrab Goth.

The DC claimed that the district administration had carried out operation twice on the court order, but the encroachments had
emerged again.

Responding to a contention of the AAG about fencing of the Superhighway after removal of encroachments, Justice Akhtar
remarked that who was stopping the administration from doing so.

The bench was hearing a matter about the encroachments upon public spaces along the Superhighway from Sohrab Goth to Toll
Plaza.
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 01/12/2023)

City’s infrastructure destroyed by illegal, unauthorised construction, observes SHC

The Sindh High Court on Monday took exception to the mushroom growth of illegal and unauthorised construction in the city and
observed that such activities had undoubtedly destroyed the infrastructure of the metropolis and ordered action against officials
and builders concerned.

The SHC also directed all utility service providers not to allow any connection to newly-constructed buildings unless the approved
completion plan was produced.

A two-judge bench comprising Justice Nadeem Akhtar and Justice Mohammad Abdur Rahman also asked the district registrar
Karachi to ensure that sale/lease/sub-lease deed in respect of new premises must not be registered till the approval of completion
plan.

It further ordered the regional director National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) to block the national computerised
identity cards of two senior officials of Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) for not complying with court orders about
demolition of an illegal structure.

Utilities told to not give connections to buildings without completion plan

The bench also issued a show-cause notice to the director general SBCA for wilful and persistent disobedience of court orders
since 2018 and directed him to turn up on next hearing along with the compliance report.

The SHC issued such directives in its order, issued on Monday, in a petition filed in 2018 against an illegal construction of ground-
plus-seven-storey building in a Lyari locality.

The bench in its order said that in March 2018, the SHC had ordered the SBCA to take appropriate action against the impugned
illegal construction located in Agra Taj Colony and since then, the court had been directing the officials concerned almost on
every hearing to demolish the structure and file compliance report after they submitted that the building was constructed illegally.

It also recalled that in May 2018, the nazir of the SHC in his report said that the construction in question was raised without any
approved building plan.

However, it deplored that the compliance had not been made despite repeated directions and on Dec 7, SBCA had filed a report
through its deputy director South which reflected that on action whatsoever has been taken for demolition of illegal construction.

The bench directed the DG SBCA to place on record the names of all those directors and deputy directors in whose tenure the
illegal construction was raised and lodge FIRs against such officials as well as builders and produce the same before the court
on Dec 21.

“Also issue show cause notice to him [DG] to show cause why action should not be taken against him for deliberate, willful and
persistent disobedience of this court’s orders since 20.03.2018", it added.
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The court also jointly ordered the DG, director and deputy director concerned of SBCA to ensure that the entire illegal construction
was removed and file compliance report at next hearing.

It further asked the deputy commissioner and senior superintendent of police concerned to provide proper support to SBCA in
order to avoid any law and order situation during demolition exercise and also ordered all utility providers firms to immediately
disconnect supply to the building in question.

Moreover, the SHC ordered the regional director Nadra to block CNICs of director SBCA south Ashfaq Hussain and deputy
director Imtiaz-ul-Haq Shaikh till the compliance of court orders was made in letter and spirit.

It may be noted that as per Section 18-G of Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1997, no authority shall provide utility services to
any premises as well as not to register any sale/lease/sub-lease deed in respect of newly-constructed premises till the approved
completion plan.

“Needless to say, the above mandatory requirement was made by the lawmakers with a specific intention to prevent illegal
construction which has undoubtedly destroyed the infrastructure of the city and is one of the major causes of shortage of utility
facilities for the citizens who are legally entitled to enjoy the same. Such violation by the utility agencies/companies is indeed
against the spirit of this requirement made mandatory by the special law viz. SBCO 1979”, it added.

The bench directed the K-Electric, Sui Southern Gas Company Limited and Karachi Water & Sewerage Corporation to make
strict fulfilment of such provision of law and directed the heads of such utilities for compliance of court order in letter and spirit.

It also issued notice to the district registrar and advocate general Sindh with direction to ensure that no sale/lease/sub-lease deed
in respect of newly constructed remises was registered by any sub-registrar unless the deed was accompanied by approval
completion plan.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 12/12/2023)

Protesters block Northern Bypass after killing of boy during anti-encroachment drivel

Protesters carrying the coffin of a boy killed during an anti-encroachment drive in Gulshan-i-Maymar on Thursday blocked the
Northern Bypass on Friday.

They said the boy was shot dead while another critically wounded by police when an anti-encroachment drive launched by the
Malir Development Authority (MDA) and Anti-Encroachment Cell (AEC) of the Sindh government turned violent.

The law enforcers denied the protesters’ claim.

Gulshan-i-Maymar SHO Wagar Kaiser said the MDA and AEC had launched an operation against illegal occupation of
government land in Sector-24 and Sector-19 of Taiser Town.

The police provided back-up and announcements were made asking ‘land grabbers’ to vacate the official land, but they did not
give any heed to the warning.

The SHO claimed one ‘land grabber’, Ahmed Shah Kazmi, backed by his supports attacked the police with stones when the West
police launched an operation to demolish the encroachments.

Initially the police managed to vacate some land, but they attacked the police vehicles with stones.

The attackers also opened gunfire on armoured personnel carriers of police, resulting in damages to one APC, claimed the SHO.
He said the police did not use firearm, instead used only tear gas shells.

The land grabbers fled towards Umer Brohi Goth while firing bullets resulting in injuries to two passer-by boys Yunus Chandio,
aged around 8-9 years and Sanwal, 12, the SHO claimed.

He added that they collected several spent bullet casings fired from different pistols allegedly used by land grabbers.
Both the injured boys were taken to hospital where Yunus was pronounced dead on arrival.
Sanwal received bullet injuries and his condition was stated to be critical.

The relatives and residents on Friday morning blocked the Northern Bypass near Indus Mor in protest. The protest continued till
the evening.

The protesters demanded action against those who were responsible for the boy’s death.

They burnt old tyres which suspended traffic on the road. The protesters told journalists that the boy was killed in firing and
shelling by police.

They said they were ‘owners’ of the land and they were pleading their cases in courts.

MDA director general Nasimul Ghani Sahito told the media that land grabbers were using ‘innocent’ persons as a pretext to
further their vested interests.

The Gulshan-i-Maymar SHO said an FIR had been registered.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 30/12/2023)
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