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Consensus on Karachi 
 
CONTROVERSY continues to dog the results of the second phase of LG elections in Sindh conducted on Sunday, particularly 
the results for Karachi. 
 
As per the tally so far, while the PPP leads in the metropolis, JI has come in a close second and the PTI has the third highest 
number of seats. The top leadership of the JI and PTI has cried foul, with allegations of ‘post-poll rigging’, as both parties claim 
the PPP has ‘managed’ the results. 
 
This political confrontation has spilled out onto the streets, as several demonstrations took place in the city on Wednesday, while 
in separate incidents, violent clashes occurred between supporters of the PTI and JI and PPP workers. 
 
In response to the scuffles, an antiterrorism case has been registered against PTI leader Ali Zaidi and other members of his party, 
while an FIR has also been lodged against JI supporters. 
 
While all protests should remain peaceful, it is unwise to register terrorism cases against those demonstrating against the results. 
Moreover, the senior leaders of all three parties — the PPP, JI and PTI — need to show sagacity in this matter or else political 
scuffles can turn even more violent. 
 
Party cadres need to be advised to express their views peacefully, while Sindh’s ruling party should not use the state apparatus 
to crack down violently on rivals. Firstly, there needs to be a consensus on the results. 
 
The ECP has admitted that “irregularities” have been noted in at least six UCs, and the matter will be taken up on Monday. Once 
all the legitimate reservations have been addressed, the three leading parties need to accept the results in good faith, and move 
on to the business of electing the mayor. 
 
As things stand, it is likely that the next mayor of Karachi will be elected after two of the three top vote-getters in the metropolis 
decide to join forces in the City Council. In this regard, though all three parties may be poles apart in the realm of national politics, 
they need to bury the hatchet for the sake of Karachi and work for the progress of this blighted metropolis. 
 
A city that is supposed to be Pakistan’s economic engine, and shelters all within its embrace, has been severely let down by all 
political forces over the last few decades. In particular, after the Musharraf-era LG system was wrapped up, the city has fared 
very badly. Crime is out of control, infrastructure is crumbling, and sewage, water and solid waste services have failed to deliver. 
 
Therefore, the parties that have been given a mandate by Karachi’s people need to reach an agreement on improving the lives 
of the residents, while the mayoralty should be an empowered office that can tackle all these considerable challenges. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 20/01/2023) 
 

Development budget cut 
 
The unbudgeted rise in current expenditures of the federal government continues to take a toll on development spending. Just 
Rs151.42 billion — or 20.82% — of the total revised allocation of Rs727 billion have been spent in the first half (July-December) 
of the current fiscal year, according to data released by the Ministry of Planning and Development recently. The spending so far 
is 43.68% less than the amount (Rs268.87 billion) spent during the same period the last year. Under the disbursement 
mechanism, 20% of the development funds are spent in the first quarter and 30% in the second. This means that 50% of the total 
allocation — which comes to Rs363 billion — should have been spent on development activities so far this fiscal. So the cut in 
the first half spending amounts to Rs211.58 billion. 
 
While such a massive cut in development spending is bound to have contributed to economic slowdown and brought down 
revenue collection, what is even more worrisome is that the government’s overall expenditures are projected to rise further — by 
about Rs1 trillion more than the target set in the budget due to higher than estimated interest payments and revenue shortfall. 
This will leave the government with no other option but to resort to additional tax measures in the second half of the ongoing 
fiscal year. Such is the vicious cycle of the economy. 
 
The government, therefore, needs to look for areas where unnecessary non-development expenditures can be done away with. 
Reducing the size of the cabinet is one such area. The incumbent coalition government has at its service more than 74 Ministers 
and Special Assistants to PM who are drawing huge salaries as well as perks and privileges. Other areas include rightsizing the 
government departments and divisions as well as amalgamating those with similar or overlapping functions. There is no other 
way out of the vicious cycle resulting from a cut in development spending. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 22/01/2023) 
 

PM ready to sacrifice ‘political capital’ at IMF altar 
 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday indicated that the government was finally ready to swallow the bitter pill of the 
International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) “stringent” conditions to revive the loan programme. 
 
The ruling Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) alliance was ready to sacrifice its political career for the sake of the country, 
he said, addressing the launch of ‘PM Youth Loan Scheme for Business and Agriculture’. Mr Sharif said the government has 
clearly conveyed its intentions to complete the ninth review to the IMF. 
 
“We are ready and want to sit down regarding your [IMF’s] conditions so that [the review] can be concluded and Pakistan moves 
forward,” he said. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1732621/consensus-on-karachi
https://www.dawn.com/news/1731936
https://www.dawn.com/news/1732397
https://www.dawn.com/news/1732314/ppp-pti-workers-clash-outside-keamari-dc-office
https://www.dawn.com/news/1732424
https://www.dawn.com/news/1733489/pm-ready-to-sacrifice-political-capital-at-imf-altar
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“I spoke to the IMF managing director two weeks ago and we have proactively approached them… so that the programme moves 
forward, in addition to other multilateral and bilateral programmes,” he added. 
 
He said Pakistan has been given a clear message “from left and right” that it would not be abandoned, but it should “stitch” the 
IMF programme. 
 
This was an apparent reference to reports that friendly nations and other global lending institutions are looking at the fate of the 
programme to provide financial aid to Pakistan. 
 
As the economic crisis worsens, Islamabad has been making hectic efforts to convince the IMF to complete the review — pending 
since Sept 2022 — which will be followed by the release of funds. 
 
However, the strings attached to the move have been a sticking point between the global lender and Pakistan. 
 
The conditions include the withdrawal of subsidies of electricity subsidies, rationalising of gas tariffs in line with prices in the 
international market, market-determined exchange rate and removal of the ban on the opening of LCs. 
 
As it enters the election year, the ruling coalition is wary of implementing the demands as it would lead to a further surge in 
inflation, already clocking 24.5pc for December. 
 
Talking about the collective responsibility to solve problems plaguing Pakistan, the PM said as Pakistanis and Muslims, the rulers 
should respond to the difficult situation. 
 
“The people at the helm of affairs – the politicians and the rich – have to set an example, as is unfair to burden the poor with price 
hikes while the elites and governments splurge loans,” he added. 
 
“What legacy will we leave behind if these issues are not being addressed? It is clear that Pakistan is facing huge challenges and 
if we have taken responsibility, we will make all-out efforts to steer the country out of the difficulties.” 
 
Energy conservation 
The prime minister urged the nation to conserve resources like water, gas and electricity and help the government to reduce its 
import bill which had increased significantly in the past few years. 
 
Pakistan was spending $27bn on the import of oil for energy generation and it could be reduced by half if we take practical steps, 
the PM noted. 
 
In an apparent reference to the PTI’s government in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – which now stand dissolved – the prime 
minister said two provincial governments impeded the implementation of the Centre’s energy conservation plan. 
 
One government approached the high court for a stay order while another government “in the north” delayed the implementation, 
the PM said. 
 
He said the PML-N and other allied parties were committed to overcoming the current challenges. 
 
He also beseeched political parties to shun politics at the time of crisis. “To save Pakistan, they would have to sacrifice politics.” 
Loan scheme 
The PM said the loan scheme was aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among youth by providing them loans on softer terms 
with less markup. 
 
He added that 15 commercial, Islamic and SME banks will facilitate the government in providing the capital. 
 
All Pakistanis, aged between 21 and 45 years, with entrepreneurial potential are eligible to apply for the loan under the scheme. 
 
The prime minister, while expressing optimism in the abilities of the youth, said they were full of potential and talent. “They would 
steer Pakistan out of the current issues.” 
 
Under the scheme, he said loans would be extended to young people in different categories, to provide them with an opportunity 
to excel in different fields. 
 
He added the government was also mulling a scheme to distribute 100,000 laptops on merit among students. 
(By Dyed Irfan Raza Dawn, 01, 25/01/2023) 
 

ADB suggested to set up camp office in Karachi 
 
Provincial Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon has suggested the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) to establish a camp office in Karachi to strengthen connectivity and facilitate Pakistan's first Biogas Public Transport 
Project [BRT Red Line]. 
 
According to the details, the proposal was presented by the provincial minister in a meeting held at his residence with the high-
level delegation of the bank. 
 
The delegation was headed by Senior Urban Transport Specialist Lloyd Wright, while other members of the delegation included 
Senior Operations Manager Lisa Jain, Senior Project Officer Shaukat Shafi, Project Coordinator Tahir Sheikh and Consultant 
Sadiq Aftab. 
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Secretary Transport Abdul Haleem Sheikh, MD Sindh Mass Transit Authority Zubair Chana, GM Infrastructure Trans Karachi Pir 
Sajjad and others were also present in the meeting. 
 
Progress of the ongoing work on the BRT Red Line project from Model Colony to Numaish Chowrangi was reviewed and the 
problems in the project were also discussed in the meeting. A detailed review was also conducted on the work on the bus depot 
and biogas plant. 
 
While talking to the delegation, Sharjeel said that Sindh government takes 100 per cent ownership of BRT Red Line project. 
 
The provincial minister informed the delegation that for the BRT Red Line project, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) 
has handed over the land to Trans Karachi for the construction of a bus depot on the land of Aladin Park, while the land has also 
been allotted for the construction of biogas plant in Bhains Colony area. The KMC will soon hand over this land to Trans Karachi, 
he said. 
 
He said that the Sindh government wants to complete the BRT Red Line project within the stipulated time. 
 
Sharjeel said that by setting up the ADB camp office, day-to-day affairs of the project can be resolved amicably and the speed of 
work on the project can be accelerated. 
 
Asian Development Bank Senior Urban Specialist Lloyd Wright, identified obstacles in the project, particularly the installations of 
K-Electric. 
 
He said that the ADB will continue to provide all possible technical support and cooperation to the Sindh government and its 
transport department. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 01/02/2023) 
 

Institutional police response 
 
IN the past year, there has been a record spike in attacks by the TTP and Baloch separatists on Pakistan’s law-enforcement 

agencies. Over this period, more than 100 policemen were martyred in the line of 
duty. The rather soft response to these acts of terrorism, as feared, has now 
culminated in the Peshawar Police Lines mosque attack. To underscore their 
nefarious intentions, the militants attacked a police station in Punjab the very next 
day. 
 
It is inexplicable why, despite repeated failures and betrayal by the TTP resulting in 
catastrophic outcomes, the government entered into peace negotiations with the 
outfit. In what is a form of déjà vu, the release of TTP members and their incursion 
into Malakand and Waziristan, with ‘parchis’ (demand for extortion money) for local 
political leaders, echo the ominous pattern of their earlier rise. Fearing reprisals by 

these terrorists, PTI’s KP government entered a state of denial. However, civil society which had suffered the most in the past 
under TTP control voiced its protests against such ill-advised appeasement by the state in massive public gatherings. These 
voices sadly were not taken seriously. 
 
Undeterred by this public show of resentment, the TTP began to systematically target the police, civil armed forces and the army 
with newly acquired weapons, thanks to the hasty and chaotic withdrawal of the American forces in Afghanistan. The last few 
weeks have witnessed audacious attacks on KP police stations, inflicting heavy casualties on the ill-equipped and thinly deployed 
police force which is housed in unsafe, hastily acquired premises. Attempted suicide attacks in other parts of the country, including 
Islamabad, further demonstrates the nefarious intentions of the TTP. 
 
These acts of terror have engendered a sense of insecurity, with negative ramifications for a country beset with economic woes 
and political instability. A besieged federal coalition government is petrified and unable to confront and tackle this challenge. State 
institutions are therefore bound to fill this void. A case in point is the Pakistan Army which has shown its resolve to neutralise this 
emerging threat. We are all confident that our armed forces, with their exemplary record of vanquishing the TTP in the recent 
past, have the will and capacity to decimate these elements and restore peace. 
 
The National Police Management Board was created to develop a unified police response. 
 
In the past, the police leadership felt that controlling terrorism and insurgency was not within the ambit of police responsibility. 
However, in the 1990s, recognising that modern-day acts of terror were essentially crimes, the leadership began to understand 
that it was the duty of the force to prevent, detect and punish the perpetrators through well-defined procedural law. With this 
realisation, special cells and later wings were created in police forces nationwide to deal robustly with this rising threat. In Sindh, 
the police took the lead in tackling urban terrorism head on, while specialised investigation units to counter terrorism were created 
in Punjab and KP. This has now been expanded to the remaining provincial forces. 
 
These steps enabled the police forces to withstand the brutal onslaught of diverse terrorist groups lent momentum by sectarian 
and ‘nationalist’ theories. This played a key role in the restoration of peace. Punjab’s Counter-Terrorism Department deserves 
special mention. Originally operating as the Criminal Investigation Department, the latter was transformed by Mr Tariq Parvez, a 
professional police officer who headed this unit for seven years and who laid the foundation for a modern and efficient Counter-
Terrorism Department, later to be replicated in the rest of the country. These departments have the experience and ability to deal 
with terrorism in the provinces. Mr Parvez later introduced the concept of a central authority, namely Nacta, to deal with this 
menace. Sadly, this valuable initiative was scuttled when, against his advice, the body was placed under the interior ministry 
rather than directly under the chief executive of the country. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1734916/institutional-police-response
https://www.dawn.com/news/1734414/59-killed-157-injured-in-blast-at-peshawar-police-lines-mosque
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Parallel to these progressions in antiterrorism structures, another important development was taking place to establish institutional 
arrangements for the police leadership to address internal security issues gaining prominence as hostile states increasingly 
caused ruptures in rival countries by deploying proxies linked to local issues. 
 
The Police Order, 2002, created the National Police Management Board within the interior ministry so that a coherent and unified 
police response on ‘crime control and internal security’ could be conveyed to the government for managing any crisis situation 
spanning across provincial borders. Unfortunately, due to lack of interest on the part of the police leadership, the NPMB has 
remained a dormant body. Now is the time and opportunity, under these turbulent circumstances, to not only activate but also 
institutionalise the collective voice of the civilian police through a legally constituted platform in order to effectively quell the threat 
of the burgeoning TTP insurgency in KP that threatens to spill into other parts of the country. 
 
It is the professional and moral duty of the police leadership to demand and insist on better equipment, purpose-built infrastructure 
and equipment outmatching the gear being used by the terrorists. It is also the responsibility of the police command to use the 
NPMB to update and improve the training of its personnel. Only these measures will allow police personnel to confront and fight 
terrorists in all areas of the country including the cities. Times have changed and the battle against terrorism looks likely to be a 
long one. The only way to vanquish the threat and restore lasting peace is to deal with every act of terror as a special criminal 
case that must be followed relentlessly by snatching the initiative from the terrorists. Instead of waiting for them to attack and add 
to our list of martyrs, the battle should be taken to them. 
 
The NPMB must play its role effectively and boldly for no government can ignore the collective professional advice of the police 
leadership. In addition to the resources for police, NPMB must help to secure facilities and resources for witness protection and 
deradicalisation programmes and ensure compensation for the victims of terrorism. It is high time to redefine the role of police as 
being an institution of civil society that cares for them. 
(By Afzal Ali Shigri Dawn, 06, 02/02/2023) 
 

KPO attack probe launched as COAS briefed on episode 
 
Police on Saturday launched an investigation into Friday evening’s devastating attack on the Karachi Police Office (KPO), as law 

enforcers tried to connect the dots behind the incident claimed by the 
outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 
 
Two of the attackers have been identified, while the last rites of the martyred 
officers and a civilian were also performed. Separately, Chief of Army Staff 
Gen Syed Asim Munir visited the injured along with Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah. 
 
Three militants, who wore suicide jackets, were killed and three law 
enforcers and one civilian were martyred while 18 others, mostly police and 
Rangers’ personnel, were injured during the hours-long joint operation 
carried out by the police, Rangers and army personnel. 
 

The IGP established a committee to inquire into the incident and supervise the investigation of the case, according to the police 
spokesperson. 
 
The body would be led by CTD DIG Zulfiqar Ali Larik whose members included South DIG Irfan Ali Baloch, CIA DIG Mohammad 
Karim Khan, CTD SSP Operations Tariq Nawaz and CTD’s in-charge investigation DSP Raja Umar Khattab. 
 
All three killed militants wore suicide jackets; one exploded while two were defused by Bomb Disposal Squad officials. 
 
BDS Inspector Abid Farooq, who was part of a team of bomb experts probing the attack, told Dawn that one of the attackers blew 
himself up while two others were shot dead. But they were also wearing suicide jackets, each weighing around 7-8kg. The official 
said that both suicide jackets were defused. Five Russian hand grenades were defused while three shells of exploded/used 
grenades were also seized from the spot. Besides, sub-machine guns and ammunition were also seized. 
 
Bomb experts thoroughly searched all floors of the KPO building including the roof and parking areas and recovered two suicide 
jackets from the terrorists’ bodies in ’alive condition with complete system, commercial explosives, ball bearings, striker and de-
cord in a proper pouch, having weight approximately six to seven kilograms of each including all accessories, according to the 
BDS report reviewed by Dawn on Saturday. Both jackets were defused on the spot. 
 
Five ‘mis-fired’ hand grenades RGD-1 recovered from the terrorists’ bodies and different places were also defused. Three used 
stun (flash) grenades also recovered from the fourth floor and roof of the KPO. 
 
At the Corps Headquarters, meanwhile, COAS Asim Munir and CM Shah were briefed about the findings of the incident before 
they visited the KPO. 
 
‘Thin security’ 
South-DIG Irfan Ali Baloch talking to the media outside the KPO said that the attackers had done proper reconnaissance as they 
entered the facility from adjoining residential quarters of policemen, where generally ordinary people did not go. Besides, the 
militants attacked the city police chief office when there was “thin security” as policemen had gone to offer Maghrib prayers. 
 
Mr Baloch said the policemen performed security in three shifts and security was even provided to the mosque located inside the 
KPO. 
 
The DIG said the car in which the killed militants travelled had two number plates as one plate was found from inside the vehicle. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1737946/kpo-attack-probe-launched-as-coas-briefed-on-episode
https://www.dawn.com/news/1737654/security-forces-clear-karachi-police-chiefs-office-on-sharea-faisal-3-terrorists-killed
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CTD official Raja Umar Khattab said two killed militants have been identified as Kifayatullah, around 22 years, resident of Lakki 
Marwat, and Zala Noor, around 20, hailing from North Waziristan. Efforts were underway to identify the third militant. Geo News 
quoted Kifayatullah’s family as saying he had fled to Afghanistan five months ago. 
 
To a question, Mr Khattab observed that there would definitely be ‘facilitators’ of the militants in the city as this attack would not 
be possible without them. 
 
‘Security lapse’ 
Javed, a brother of martyred constable Mohammed Saeed, talking to the media outside the Chhipa morgue near the KPO where 
he had gone to receive the coffin, said that the incident appeared to be the result of a “security lapse” as the attackers entered 
the facility easily. 
 
He said after hearing news about martyrdom of his brother on TV, he came to the KPO on a motorbike and “easily” entered it by 
wearing helmet and no one asked him. 
 
The grief-stricken brother said after hearing the news of the attack, he phoned his brother who was alive at that time and 
responded to his call. He said Saeed was the father of two sons, four and 11. He said today was the birthday of one of his sons 
and he had promised to bring cake to celebrate it. The tragedy for the family was compounded as Javed recalled that their brother 
Shamim had fallen victim to targeted killing in the metropolis around 20 years, whose killers had not been arrested so far. 
 
Shabana Masih, sister-in-law of martyred Ajmal Masih, a sanitary worker at the KPO, told media that he (Ajmal) originally hailed 
from Faisalabad. He was the father of four children, including three sons. 
 
The relatives of martyred constable Ghulam Abbas Leghari said that the victim was a former soldier who joined the police in 
2011. He originally hailed from Larkana and was father of four children. 
 
Rangers spokesperson said that martyred sub-inspector Taimur Shahzad, originally from Multan, had joined the force seven 
years ago. 
 
Funeral prayers 
Funeral prayers of martyred Rangers sub-inspector Taimur Shahzad was held at the headquarters of the paramilitary force at 
Jinnah Courts building, which was attended by Sindh chief minister, corps commander, IGP and other senior officials. Later on, 
his coffin was taken to his native area Shujaabad, Multan with military honours for burial. 
 
Separately, funeral prayers of two martyred police constables, Ghulam Abbas Leghari and Mohammed Saeed, and sanitary 
worker-cum-employee of the KPO Ajmal Masih were held at CPO (Central Police Office), which was attended by the CM, Corps 
Commander Karachi, chief secretary, IGP and other officials. 
 
Their coffins were sent to Larkana, Korangi and Faisalabad respectively for burial. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 01, 19/02/2023) 
 

SHC orders reopening of Karachi’s Burns Road, removal of food street 
 
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday directed the local administration to end a food street being set up in the evening on a 
portion of Burns Road and open the key thoroughfare to vehicular traffic. 
 
While allowing two petitions filed against the closure of the road due to a food street, the two-judge bench headed by Justice 
Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi remarked that fundamental rights of people could not be compromised in the name of a food street. 
 
The bench set aside a notification issued by the district administration of South for setting up the food street and directed the 
authorities concerned to open Burns Road and allied streets within two days. 
 
The bench also issued directives for removal of all encroachments from roads and footpaths. 
 
On a previous hearing, the SHC had expressed its resentment over closure of the road daily in the evening to facilitate food 
businesses operating in the food street, disturbing the traffic flow and asked the authorities that under which law the road had 
been closed to traffic. 
 
Some area residents had petitioned the SHC in February 2021 and submitted that the petitioners and other residents were facing 
extreme difficulties due to the decision of the district administration to block the thoroughfare between 7pm and 2am in the name 
of ‘food street’. 
 
They argued that people were facing hardship as the diversion of traffic to narrow lanes in the Burns Road area causing 
inconvenience and restricting their free movement while an elderly woman had died due to the evening traffic restrictions as she 
could not be provided with emergency medical relief. 
 
They sought directive for the district administration to withdraw the notification with regard to closure of roads so that residents 
and other people were not denied access to the road. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 23/02/2023) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1738615/shc-orders-reopening-of-karachis-burns-road-removal-of-food-street
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Sindh Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy doesn’t solve problems of local people, moot 
told 

 
Members of civil society and development activists on Wednesday called upon the Sindh government to protect the interests of 
the common people in the uplift projects being initiated in various parts of the province. 
 
A consultation meeting was held by the National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR), the Urban Resource Centre and The 
Knowledge Forum (TKF) to discuss the ‘Sindh Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy 2022’ at the NCHR office. 
 
The meeting was chaired by NCHR member (Sindh) Anis Haroon and attended by urban planner and architect Arif Hasan, Amber 
Alibhai of Shehri-CBE, Zahid Farooq of Urban Resource Centre, Mohammed Toheed of Karachi Urban Labs, senior trade unionist 
Habibuddin Junaidi, TKF director Zeenia Shaukat, Uzma Noorani of Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, rights activist Zulfiqar 
Shah, environment activist Yasir Husain and others. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Arif Hasan said that the Sindh Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy 2022 did not solve the overall 
problems of the local people. 
 
He said that for formulating a policy, a detailed background paper was developed first. Before the finalisation of any policy, a 
detailed discussion needed to be held at district levels, he said. 
 
“In my view, this policy is made only for World Bank projects,” he remarked. 
 
The biggest problem in all government policies is the non-availability of institutional arrangements. Civil society has to struggle 
for institutional arrangements. 
 
Mr Toheed said that in December, the Sindh government had invited some civil society organisations on very short notice. “But 
we realised that the government was not taking civil society into confidence,” he said. 
 
Ms Alibhai said that her organisation had asked the government to hold consultation meetings in other parts of Sindh. According 
to her, any government policy should only be for public sector projects and not for private sector projects. She asked civil society 
and rights organisations to submit valuable recommendations on this policy. 
 
In Karachi, thousands of families were displaced due to the Karachi Circular Railway and other development projects. Now, over 
three years have passed after the Supreme Court decided to provide alternative places to live to the affected families, she 
mentioned. 
 
Advocate Leela Ram said that in Tharparkar a resettlement policy was made for the affected people of the coal-fired power plants. 
 
Mr Junaidi said that the nation had been experiencing bad governance for decades. “We have not learnt from history,” he said. 
 
Zulfiqar Shah said that the Sindh government released the policy on January 30 and published an advertisement in the 
newspapers. The government had invited civil society’s views. Our friends in Hyderabad also held consultation on this. He called 
upon civil society to work together. 
 
He also said that relevant departments should send the recommendations in person and public it, next week. 
 
He also proposed to release the recommendations on social media. “A parliamentary committee led by Rehana Leghari is also 
working on this issue so civil society should focus on meeting the parliamentary committee,” he added. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 23/02/2023) 
 

Murad seeks expert opinion about restoration of Sehwan Fort 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday sought advice from the visiting international experts for the repair work 

of Sehwan Fort, built even before the Greek conqueror Alexander passed through 
the Indus Valley. 
 
He said this while speaking at the International Conference on ‘Alexander in the 
Indus Valley’ held at the city campus of the Institute of Business Administration. 
 
The conference, organised by he Endowment Fund Trust (EFT), was attended 
among others by Syed Fakir Aijazuddin, Dr Robin Lane Fox, Emeritus Fellow of New 
College, Oxford University, and Dr Richard Stoneman, Honorary Professor at the 
University of Exeter. 
 

Hamid Akhund hosted the first session in which Culture Minister Syed Sardar Shah, Hameed Haroon, Jahangir Siddiqui and 
others spoke. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the CM said that Sehwan Fort had suffered due to neglect and unprecedented monsoon rains, and 
added that the provincial government had started repair works on rain and flood-damaged sites. 
 
He said that there was a need of organising one or two international conferences every year to invite men of letters to visit Sindh 
and to interact, create a clear understanding of each other and revive old contacts, and promote and enrich its literature, education 
and promote meaningful research. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1738618/sindh-rehabilitation-and-resettlement-policy-doesnt-solve-problems-of-local-people-moot-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1738618/sindh-rehabilitation-and-resettlement-policy-doesnt-solve-problems-of-local-people-moot-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1738620/murad-seeks-expert-opinion-about-restoration-of-sehwan-fort
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Conference on ‘Alexander in the Indus Valley’ opens at IBA 
 
He said that he belonged to Sehwan and grew up hearing tales of Alexander’s visit to this part of the world. “Even now, more 
than 2,300 years since his visit, stories of Alexander’s sojourn are deeply embedded within local folklore and popular imagination,” 
he added. 
 
CM Shah said that the fort possibly retained evidence that would help understand the full impact of Alexander’s time spent in the 
Indus region. 
 
He said that as a boy, Alexander dreamed of matching the heroic feats of Achilles, by 20 he led his cavalry to stunning victories, 
and by 25, he had crushed the Persian Empire. 
 
“He was in the Indus Valley for a very short period of over two years and this great leader of armed men had for the first time in 
history linked the East to the West with the largest empire and for twelve and a half years, he has ruled,” he said. 
 
He said the EFT had come up to his expectations in organising this conference on time. 
The conference will continue till Friday. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 23/02/2023) 
 

CM approves another 674 LDPs for rental support 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Thursday approved the inclusion another 674 names in the list of locally displaced people 
(LDPs) of the anti-encroachment drive launched along three nullas in Karachi. 
 
The chief minister, while chairing a meeting of the Provincial Coordination and Implementation Committee (PCIC), also directed 
to increase the pace of work on the Malir Expressway and the K-IV project, and completion of civil works on Gujjar Nullah by 
removing bottlenecks. 
 
The Malir Expressway would be an access-controlled facility with a starting point on the right bank of Malir River between Jam 
Sadiq Bridge and Korangi Crossing Causeway and traveling along the Malir River up to the existing Link Road between N5 and 
M9 highways. 
 
The Rs27 billion project would provide a new southern route and facilitate thousands of commuters and heavy commercial traffic 
of the port, Korangi Industrial Area, Landhi Industrial Area, and other such areas going toward upcountry through the National 
and Superhighways. 
 
It is expected to reduce the commute time from Jam Sadiq Bridge to the Super Highway (M9) to only 25 minutes. With a total 
length of 38.75km, the expressway would have six interchanges and five weighbridges. 
 
Karachi Commissioner Iqbal Memon briefed the meeting on the anti-encroachment drive along the three nullas: Mehmoodabad, 
Gujjar, and Orangi. 
 
He said that due to additional cutting, dangerous buildings, and public grievances, the number of LDPs had been increased from 
6,258 to 6,932, a difference of 674 LDPs for the payment of rental support. 
 
The commissioner said that around 200 cases of change of person due to death, and blockage of CNIC were also pending with 
the deputy commissioners concerned. 
 
The FWO official informed the meeting that dredging, construction of retaining wall, RCC conduit, road works, and other similar 
works have been completed by over 80 per cent. 
 
He added that the remaining work would be completed as soon as the government releases the remaining funds of around Rs2 
billion. 
 
The meeting was informed that the works being carried out by Wapda include the construction of an intake structure for 650 
million gallons per day (MGD) at Keenjhar Lake, establishment of a gravity channel of 650 MGD to Keenjhar Pumping Complex, 
establishment of Keenjhar Pumping Complex with the installation of two pumping stations, each one of 130 MGD, development 
of pressurised pipeline conveyance with all appurtenant structures (260 MGD) and three reservoirs and filtration plants. 
 
It was pointed out that Rs23.1 billion was released for the ongoing K-IV works which had been utilised and now a fund of Rs45 
billion was required to meet the ongoing expenditures. 
 
Irrigation Secretary Sohail Qureshi told the meeting that KW&SB managed the water requirements of the entire city through 
different sources. He added that Keenjhar Lake was one of the major sources from which about 1,200 cusecs of water was 
supplied to Karachi. 
9By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 24/02/2023) 
 

Karachi harbour uplift project under way since 2019, PA told 
 
The Sindh Assembly was informed on Tuesday that the rehabilitation of the Karachi Fish Harbour was under way with the cost 
of over Rs1.5 billion since 2019. 
 
Furnishing a statement in reply to lawmakers’ written and verbal queries during Question Hour, Livestock and Fisheries Minister 
Abdul Bari Pitafi said that Rs1.5bn had been allocated for the “Rehabilitation and Renovation of Karachi Fish Harbour — External 
Services”. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1739680/karachi-harbour-uplift-project-under-way-since-2019-pa-told


 

8 
 

NEWS CLIPPING ON GOVERNMENT NEWS JANUARY TO JUNE 2023 

 
Replying to a question asked by Grand Democratic Alliance’s Arif 
Mustafa Jatoi, the minister said the salient features of the project 
included a firefighting system, sewerage network system, 
underground water tank and pump room, water tower, external 
electrical works, roads and stone pitching, CCTV system, boundary 
wall and rehabilitation of floating pontoons. 
 
Replying to another question asked by Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
member Sadaqat Hussain, the minister said that the European Union 
in 2007 had delisted Pakistani firms from exporting fish products to EU 
countries after their inspectors visited the country and reported a 
number of deficiencies in the system. 
 

He said that a major development initiative was taken at the harbour as a short-term measure with total cost of Rs507.865 million, 
which was completed in 2012. 
 
PTI’s resolution demands legislation to prevent unnecessary expenditure on wedding and evil of dowry 
 
As a long-term measure, he said, another scheme ‘Rehabilitation and Renovation of Karachi Fish Harbour — External Services 
at a total cost of Rs1,616.384m was under execution since 2019. 
 
Palla near extinction due to water shortage Responding to another question, the minister informed the house that the number of 
palla fish — an anadromous fish, which lives in the sea and migrates into freshwater to lay eggs — was drastically falling and 
nearing extinction in the Indus River due to acute shortage of water at downstream Kotri because the province was not getting 
its due share of water as per the Water Accord for the past many years. 
 
He said that the palla was the most unique fish that swam in a straight line against the strong currents of the Indus River from the 
Arabian Sea for breeding purpose. “It only breeds in the flow of water, hence its breeding in fish hatcheries is not possible,” he 
added. 
Replying to a question by Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan’s parliamentary party leader Rana Ansar, the minister said that 
the department was only taking steps to conserve the palla through field activities to save the biodiversity. 
 
He said that the breeding of the palla had come to a halt due to shortage of water downstream at Kotri, adding that the palla of 
Sindh was famous all over the world. “Palla also comes from Iran, but it not that tasty,” he said. 
 
Allowed by Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani, Irrigation Minister Jam Khan Shoro told the house that there should be 10 million acre-
foot of water to the downstream every year under the water accord. 
 
Replying to another question, Mr Pitafi added that the provincial government did not allot land on discounted rates for fish farming, 
saying that the livestock and fisheries department did not have the provision of land allotment. 
 
In reply to a question by Ms Ansar, the minister said that most of the coastal fishermen villages in district Thatta were deprived 
of basic facilities, including drinking water supply, drainage system, electricity, gas, schools and primary health centres. 
 
“Main reason is the location of these coastal villages as they are settled in creeks far away from main roads, towns and cities,” 
he said. 
 
Later, PTI’s Shehzad Qureshi presented a resolution demanding legislation to prevent unnecessary expenditure on marriage and 
the evil of dowry. 
 
He asked if the government had any bill in this regard, then why this bill was not being presented. 
 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Mukesh Kumar Chawla said that there was also a government bill in this regard. “The government 
is working on it, so the resolution is of no use,” he said opposing the resolution. 
 
He added that if the bill had not been there, he would have supported this resolution. 
 
Later, Deputy Speaker Rehana Leghari adjourned the house to Friday at 10am for pre-budget discussion in the assembly. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 01/03/2023) 
 

SHC calls for establishment of commercial courts in province 
 
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday called for setting up commercial courts in the province, particularly in Karachi, to address 
the grievances of litigants with regard to trade disputes and to reduce the backlog of cases from higher judiciary. 
 
A two-judge bench comprising Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh and Justice Yousuf Ali Sayeed made these observations while 
disposing of two petitions filed against curtailment of pecuniary jurisdiction of district courts in Karachi. 
 
The bench ruled that commercial courts had already been established in Punjab on an initiative of the Lahore High Court and 
there was no reason as to why such “a salutary step may not be taken in this province”. 
 
The commercial courts in Punjab were established in 2021 following promulgation of the Punjab Commercial Courts Ordinance, 
2021. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1739857/shc-calls-for-establishment-of-commercial-courts-in-province


 

9 
 

NEWS CLIPPING ON GOVERNMENT NEWS JANUARY TO JUNE 2023 

Asks provincial govt to remove cap on pecuniary limitation of civil courts in Karachi 
 
“Indeed, in view of its history, the Original Side could readily be restructured as a commercial court, subject of course to suitable 
definition of what constitutes a ‘commercial case’ and a ‘commercial dispute’, with the jurisdiction to hear commercial suits above 
a pecuniary threshold. 
 
“As in the Punjab, a network of courts could then also be established at the district level in Karachi (subject to a pecuniary limit) 
and at such other locations where the need is determined, without that pecuniary limitation,” it added. 
 
In its verdict, the bench said that the need for commercial courts had been recognised since long as the same was observed in 
a report prepared by the Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan (LJCP) at the time of enhancement of the pecuniary limit from 
Rs500,000 to Rs3 million in 2002. 
 
Currently, the pecuniary jurisdiction of subordinate judiciary of Karachi is at Rs65m, which was enhanced in December 2021 from 
Rs15m. 
 
The bench directed the provincial government to give immediate consideration to the overwhelming pendency of civil cases at 
the high court and to eliminate the exception to the pecuniary jurisdiction of district judiciary of Karachi. 
 
It was pointed out in the petitions such a curtailment was discriminatory as such pecuniary jurisdiction was otherwise unlimited 
across Sindh and in fact throughout the country. Also, the Sindh Bar Council, Sindh High Court Bar Association, Karachi Bar 
Association and Malir Bar Association all unequivocally supported the conferment of unlimited pecuniary jurisdiction upon the 
district judiciary at Karachi. 
 
As the per a report of the LJCP, the law reform commission (1958-59) headed by Justice S. A. Rehman had recommended 
conferring of unlimited pecuniary jurisdiction upon the civil judge at Karachi and for commercial cases especially trained 
commercial civil judges be posted at Karachi. 
 
The law reform commission (1967-70) headed by Justice Hamood-ur-Rehman also recommended that commercial courts 
presided over by especially trained senior judicial officers should be set up at Karachi, Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad and Hyderabad 
as commerce and trade including international trade were fast developing in the country and with the progressive increase in 
commerce and trade, disputes arising therefrom are also on the increase, the report stated. 
 
The SHC in its judgement stated, “We are cognizant that commercial courts have already been established in the Punjab under 
the initiative of the Lahore High Court, and see no reason why such a salutary step may not be taken in this province, especially 
when Karachi is well recognised as a centre of commerce and the economic engine of the country.” 
 
It noted that besides pecuniary jurisdiction of district judiciary of Karachi, there was still a genuine purpose to be served by 
preserving original side jurisdiction of the SHC to the extent of suits involving commercial disputes. 
 
“Obviously, such measures require legislative steps. Accordingly, in view of the foregoing, we dispose of these Petitions while 
directing the Provincial Government to give immediate consideration to the overwhelming quantum of pendency on the Original 
Side, as reflected in Schedule-1, and consider such remedial action as it thought best, whether through tabling an amendment 
to Section 7 and other related provisions of the Ordinance to eliminate the exception to the jurisdiction of the District Judge in 
respect of Karachi District, or limit that exception to encompass only those civil suits and proceedings that fall above the 
prescribed pecuniary threshold and at the same time are of a commercial nature, involving commercial disputes,” it concluded. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 02/03/2023) 
 

Flour crisis may deepen as govt, millers lock horns over movement of wheat 
 
The controversy between the provincial government and the flour millers over the shunting of wheat to Karachi from interior parts 
of the province may further increase the price of flour in the metropolis in the coming days as the food department continued its 
action against unauthorised movement of wheat, it emerged on Friday. 
 
While the millers feared a wheat and flour crisis in the city due to restrictions on movement of wheat to Karachi, Food Minister 
Mukesh Kumar Chawla said that the action was launched to defeat hoarding across the province, ensuring no flour miller got the 
commodity more than the official quota of 6,000 bags of 100kg per month. 
 
He said that the provincial government had set a target of procuring 1.4 million metric tons of wheat for 2023-24 and it was 
imperative to keep a vigilant check on stocking of wheat by the hoarders. 
 
The millers said that the seizure of wheat trucks arriving from interior parts of the Sindh might result in increase in the price of 
flour that was already selling at Rs140-160 per kg in the city. They alleged that the wheat was being seized since March 1. 
 
Food Minister Chawala told Dawn that the procurement of wheat was in full swing and the restriction on the movement of wheat 
in the province was imposed to foil hoarding of the commodity. 
 
He said that the flour millers had stowed away a sizeable quantity of wheat last year. 
 
“Some of the miller had stocked up to 200,000 bags of 100kg and later sold wheat in the open market at higher prices,” he said, 
adding that the food department had chalked out an ‘effective’ strategy to thwart any attempt of hoarding. 
 
The minister said that he had established check posts at the provincial borders and some other places to check the irregular 
movement of wheat. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1746478/flour-crisis-may-deepen-as-govt-millers-lock-horns-over-movement-of-wheat
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The flour millers, however, alleged that the officials at the checkpoints openly extorted money ranging from Rs75,000-100,000 
per vehicle to allow transportation of wheat to Karachi. 
 
They alleged that the provincial government forcefully impounding truckloads of wheat and shifting it to its warehouses to achieve 
its wheat procurement targets. 
 
The sources in the food department said that the action against the movement of wheat was launched on March 25. They said 
that earlier 200 to 300 trucks of wheat were arriving Karachi. They said that the flour millers were given whole of the last week 
for bringing wheat to Karachi as per their quota. 
 
They said that the restriction of the movement of wheat would continue till the procurement target was not achieved. 
 
The flour millers said that the food secretary of Sindh had assured them that the checkpoints set up by the food department at 
Kathore and Matiari were to be abolished but they were still operating. 
 
They said that a vast cost difference existed in wheat as the grain within the province was available at Rs10,200 per 100kg bag 
while in Karachi, it was being sold at Rs11,700 per 100kg bag. 
 
The millers said Karachi was facing a shortage of wheat. 
 
They said that if the situation remained same and checkpoints were not removed, flour prices would shoot up massively in the 
city, and urged the provincial government to ensure free wheat movement to Karachi. 
 
Wheat harvesting has started within parts of the country and wheat yield results are clear that they could not meet overall grain 
requirement for 2023-2024. 
 
Flour millers urged the government to allow Karachi millers to directly import 50 per cent of earmarked imported wheat quantity 
privately. 
 
 
Wheat output level in the country has reduced due to weather conditions, floods, torrential rains and hail storms, millers said, 
adding that reducing the total output level, the overall wheat yield/availability within the country is not satisfactory to meet the 
local requirement in 2023 and 2024. 
 
Pakistan has imported 2.2 million tonnes of wheat in 8MFY23 costing $876m as compared to two million tonnes valuing $752m 
in the same period last fiscal. 
 
Despite huge imports and availability of local crop, consumers are still paying Rs2,315-3,160 for a 20kg flour bag as compared 
to Rs800-1,500 exactly a year back. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui & Aamir Shafaat Khan Dawn, 13, 08/04/2023) 
 

Sindh govt launches free mortuary ambulance service 
 
Sindh Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho launched on Tuesday a mortuary ambulance service as part of the Sindh Integrated 
Emergency Services. 
 
Initially launched with a fleet of 25 ambulances, the service would be available free of cost in Karachi and some other districts on 
Emergency Number 1122. 
 
Speaking at the ceremony held at D.J Sindh Government Science College,Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho said that 
currently 1122 emergency ambulances, equipped with facilities for first aid and trauma treatment, were being used to transport 
dead bodies, which was a waste of resources. 
 
“Creating a separate functioning ambulance-fleet as a mortuary service would allow for better efficiency in healthcare delivery. 
Eight of these ambulances will be available in Karachi and five will be sent to other districts,” she said. 
 
She added that the number of the ambulances would gradually be increased to 303. 
 
The services, she said, would be available free of cost to transport dead bodies to a home or a graveyard anywhere across Sindh. 
 
About reports in the social media that these ambulances were in disuse, the minister said the department was readying these 
vehicles for service and this took time. 
 
Sindh health secretary Zulfiqar Shah and parliamentary health secretary Qasim Siraj Soomro were also in attendance. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 19/04/2023) 
 

Military resolves to try rioters under army laws 
 
Top military brass on Monday vowed to bring the arsonists, who attacked the civil and military installations, to justice through trial 
under relevant laws of the country, including Pakistan Army Act and Official Secrets Act. 
 
In the strongest possible sense, the special Corps Commanders Conference (CCC) condemned the politically motivated and 
instigated incidents against military installations and public/private properties. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1748407/sindh-govt-launches-free-mortuary-ambulance-service
https://www.dawn.com/news/1753571/military-resolves-to-try-rioters-under-army-laws
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The corps commanders deliberated upon the recent law and order situation that a political party’s leadership exploited for political 
gains and vowed to deal with them in the strongest possible terms. 
 
The participants were also briefed that the arsonists had created this situation to disrepute the army and to achieve a personal, 
political agenda. 
 
In a briefing at the meeting, which was held at GHQ and presided over by Chief of Army Staff Gen Syed Asim Munir, it was 
disclosed that the motive behind a well-coordinated arson plan, involving desecration of the pictures of Shuhada, monuments, 
burning down of historical buildings and vandalism of military installations, was executed to malign the institution and provoke it 
towards giving an impulsive reaction. 
 
Irrefutable evidence 
“Based on the irrefutable evidence collected so far, armed forces are well aware of the planners, instigators, abettors and 
perpetrators of these attacks, and attempts to create distortions in this regard are absolutely futile,” claimed Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the military’s media wing, in a statement. 
 
The commanders expressed firm resolve that those involved in the heinous crimes against military installations, personnel and 
equipment would be brought to justice through trials under relevant laws of the country, including Pakistan Army Act and Official 
Secrets Act. 
 
The forum resolved that restraint would no longer be exercised against the perpetrators, spoilers and violators who attack military 
installations and set-ups under any circumstances. 
 
Tribute to martyrs 
The participants at the conference paid rich tribute to martyrs who laid their lives in defence of the motherland while fighting the 
menace of terrorism. The forum acknowledged the successful counterterrorism and intelligence-based operations being carried 
out by security forces, especially the valiant response given by the troops in the Muslim Bagh attack, and paid rich tribute to the 
supreme sacrifices made by the brave sons of the soil. 
 
The military commanders were briefed in detail about the prevailing internal and external security environment. They took 
comprehensive stock of the law and order situation created during the past few days to achieve vested political interests. 
 
Campaign against leadership 
The forum expressed concern over externally sponsored and internally facilitated, orchestrated propaganda warfare, unleashed 
against the army leadership, meant to create fissures between armed forces and people of Pakistan, and within ranks and file of 
the armed forces. 
 
It was decided that the vicious propaganda of such inimical forces would be defeated with the support of people of Pakistan who 
have always stood with the armed forces during all odds. 
 
The forum highlighted the need for strict implementation of relevant laws to penalise violators of social media rules and 
regulations. 
 
Political instability 
It also called for national consensus among all stakeholders to address ongoing political instability on priority to restore public 
confidence, reinvigorate economic activity and strengthen democratic process. For this, the forum resolved to support all such 
efforts to reach the much-needed consensus. 
 
It resolved that Pakistan Army with full support of the nation would defeat all nefarious designs of the enemies of the country. 
 
Attack on ISI office 
According to sources, the military also started preparing a case under Pakistan Army Act against some suspects for allegedly 
storming the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) office in Faisalabad. 
 
They said that those being prosecuted under the PAA include Ali Afzal Sahi, son-in-law of the Lahore High Court chief justice, 
his brother Junaid Afzal Sahi, Faizullah Kamoka, Sunni Ittehad Council chairman Sahibzada Hamid Raza, former Faisalabad 
district bar president Bilal Ashraf Busra, Dr Asad Muazzam, Hassan Zaka Khan Niazi, Haji Ayaz Tareen Khan and others. 
 
Earlier, it emerged through a leaked conversation purportedly between the Lahore district bar president and Imtiaz Loona of 
Faisalabad bar that after the attack on ISI office, some of these individuals, including the Sahi brothers, had taken refuge in the 
Faisalabad bar to avoid arrest, but to no avail. 
(By Malik Asad Dawn, 01, 16/05/2023) 
 

Creeping military rule? 
 
THE battle lines had long been drawn. Now the fight has reached a critical stage. The May 9 attacks on military installations in 
some cities seem to be a turning point. Enraged PTI supporters directly took on the security establishment. Former prime minister 
Imran Khan has lashed out at the army chief, thus crossing the Rubicon. 
 
Now the empire has struck back. Thousands of PTI leaders and supporters have been arrested in a countrywide crackdown. 
Some of them could face trial under the Army Act. The creeping shadow of army rule is becoming more pronounced. 
 
However, the battle between Imran Khan and the security establishment is only one part of the game of thrones. The other part 
features the ruling coalition which is up in arms against the top judiciary and is vowing to remove the chief justice, who they allege 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1753755/creeping-military-rule
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is favouring the former prime minister. The court’s order to release Khan within a day of his arrest and provide him with protection 
from further action has intensified the conflict. Parliament has passed a resolution calling to file a reference against the top judge. 
 

The ruling coalition has also decided to demonstrate its street power. Thousands of 
opposition supporters this week gathered outside the Supreme Court demanding that 
the chief justice step down. The protesters may have dispersed peacefully, with no 
act of violence reported, but it has brought the battle between the government and the 
top judiciary to a head. 
 
A trial under the Army Act does not fulfil the requirement of fairness. 
 
Both aspects of the picture — an opposition pitted against the security establishment 
and a government at loggerheads with the apex court — gives a dangerous twist to 

the power game. It’s a free-for-all and a volatile situation. The endgame is unpredictable. 
 
Curiously, the decision to try the perpetrators of the May 9 attacks on military installations was taken in an extraordinary corps 
commanders meeting and not by the civilian government. The cabinet is most likely to rubber-stamp the decision. But it will be 
hard for the Supreme Court to validate the move to try civilians under the Army Act and the Official Secrets Act — something that 
would legitimise the military’s growing sway. The proposed establishment of military courts and deployment of the army in major 
cities would further lengthen the institution’s shadow, which already eclipses a tottering civilian government. 
 
The use of the Army Act against political activists will have serious implications, and intensify anti-establishment sentiments. 
Such actions would further erode the democratic process in the country. Khan fears that he could be tried for sedition and 
sentenced to several years in jail. Such a situation would worsen matters. Similar draconian measures have not succeeded in 
restoring order in the past and will not work this time either. 
 
There is no dispute that the rioters should be punished and the law should take its course. But a trial under the Army Act does 
not fulfil the requirement of fairness. It is clear that the government is using the May 9 incident to crack down on the entire party. 
Apart from the thousands of PTI workers who have been picked up, almost the entire senior leadership has been detained without 
trial. Political victimisation has deepened the polarisation. 
 
While miscreants are brought to justice, it must also be investigated how GHQ in Rawalpindi, the corps commander’s official 
residence in Lahore and other sensitive installations were left at the mercy of few hundred protesters who managed to vandalise 
such properties with impunity. Under normal circumstances, the crowd would not have dared to enter such a high-security zone. 
Some unconfirmed reports and videos circulating on social media suggest that the senior military official and his family might 
have been inside the residence when the crowd entered it. 
 
It was not a mob of thousands sweeping away the security detail as was witnessed in Sri Lanka last year. There are many 
questions that have remained unanswered. There should be a public inquiry into the incident. Not many will accept the explanation 
of the military’s media wing that the army has shown restraint. The spectacle of a crowd, apparently led by a woman, walking 
through the gates of GHQ has also raised many questions. 
 
Heads would have rolled had such an incident taken place in any other country. But here, the government seems to be more 
interested in using the May 9 events for political point-scoring. 
 
Meanwhile, the statement issued after the latest corps commanders meeting said that a “well-coordinated arson plan involving 
the desecration of Shuhada pictures, and monuments, burning down of historical buildings and vandalism of military installations 
was executed to malign the institution and provoke it towards giving an impulsive reaction”. 
 
It may be true that the attacks were well-coordinated and preplanned. But there is no answer to the question of where the security 
meant to guard sensitive buildings was when a few hundred miscreants turned up. All unanswered questions give currency to 
conspiracy theories. The trial of the perpetrators of the May 9 violence will not help sweep aside these questions. 
 
The top brass of the army has called for a “national consensus amongst all stakeholders to address the ongoing political instability 
as a priority so as to restore public confidence, reinvigorate economic activity and strengthen the democratic process”. 
 
The worsening clash of institutions and the deepening polarisation in the country — for which the establishment must also accept 
responsibility — has weakened the democratic process and made it more challenging to put it back on track. Public confidence 
cannot be restored in an atmosphere of repression and censorship. 
 
There are reports of scores of forced disappearances; even journalists are not being spared. Social media and internet services 
have been facing intermittent closure. Such censorship has encouraged the spread of fake news and misinformation. Political 
instability makes it harder to revive the economy. The country is now facing an existentialist threat as the system collapses. 
 
There is indeed a dire need for a national consensus among all stakeholders. But for that, it is necessary to lower the political 
temperature and not exacerbate matters by resorting to repression. 
(By Zahid Hussain Dawn, 06, 17/05/2023) 
 

Centre wants NFC delinked with head count 
 
The centre has sought to delink the distribution of divisible pool resources among the provinces from the population-based 
National Finance Commission (NFC), as the seventh national census showed over 2.8pc population growth pushing Pakistan to 
become the “fastest growing country in the world”. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1753448
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Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal at a news briefing on Wednesday said: “The existing [NFC] formula is 
regressive, as it provides 80pc weight to population and actually incentivise population growth.” 
 
As a result, even the holding of an authentic census has become close to impossible as “there exist serious fault lines in two 
provinces Sindh and Balochistan” and no meeting points because of urban-rural and Baloch-Pakhtun divide, respectively, the 
minister said, adding that every segment wanted to show its higher population to have greater say in matters of employment, 
finance, representation and so on. 
 
His comments came on the sidelines of a detailed meeting on updates of the just concluded 7th population census in which the 
two larger provinces demanded yet another extension (to be sixth if approved) to the census. Punjab demanded five more days 
and Sindh proposed a grace period of three to four days to complete the re-verification process. 
 
The minister, who heads the monitoring committee on census, directed that evidence-based justification be provided for 
“verification and rectification of census data”, to reach a decision, according to an official, indicating the census process may take 
time to conclude despite official announcements for its field work completion on May 15. 
 
Successive governments have not been able to deliver an NFC award for distribution of resources among the centre and its 
federation units after the expiry of previous one in December 2014 though constitution makes it mandatory to have a fresh NFC 
every five years. The consensus award of 2009 had been under criticism for transferring too many resources to the provinces, 
chiefly on the basis of population, and for leaving the centre as a pauper to deal with heavy debt servicing and defense. 
 
Mr Iqbal said there would be no solution to authenticity of census data unless it was delinked from resource distribution. The 
minister, who was also assisted by chief census commissioner, said the population growth under the new census was about 
2.7pc compared to 2.4pc under the sixth national census. “This has very serious ramifications and Pakistan will become a joke,” 
he warned, adding that India had delinked the population from resource distribution for two decades and made progress. 
 
Another official said the population growth was actually 2.8pc. The count showed over 3pc growth in Sindh and even higher rate 
in some districts of Balochistan like 22.3pc in Punjgur. It increased by 2.71pc in Islamabad capital territory as well. 
 
 
The census commissioner said the higher population growth and the count would mean that per capita income of Pakistanis 
would decline, the country could fall to lower middle-income states, foreign direct investment would suffer and all other social 
indicators would worsen. 
“No enemy needs to pull us down, this population growth alone will do,” the minister remarked, reiterating that the government 
would have to separate population from NFC and incentivise provinces to demographic and social improvement. 
 
He said the government was working on three key elements — investment in education, health and population control — to 
ensure equity among the citizens as part of 5Es-based public. He said five Es — export growth, e-Pakistan, environment, energy 
and equity — would be centre of next year budget. 
 
Responding to questions, Mr Iqbal said the government had been heavily focused since it came to power on plugging the gaps 
on CPEC created by four years of mismanagement, incompetence, bad mouthing and stalling Chinese investment for 
appeasement of the west and related projects. 
 
Responding to question, he said ML-1 railway project that remained stalled all these years was in “very advance stages” and 
terms of financing were being negotiated and the Chinese side was finalising its firms for bidding of the railway project. He said 
the $10bn worth of 1872-km Karachi to Peshawar railway project would be undertaken in three phases. 
(By Khaleeq Kiani Dawn, 01, 18/05/2023) 
 

Minority reports 
 
TWO recent American reports paint an unflattering picture where the state of religious freedom in Pakistan is concerned. The US 
State Department’s 2022 Report on International Religious Freedom’s section on Pakistan presents an extensive list of incidents 
of religious persecution in the country. It observes that in 2022, at least 52 people “were accused of blasphemy or related religious-
based criminal charges”. Most of the accused were Ahmadi. It also highlights the issues of forced conversion and targeted killings 
on religious grounds. Meanwhile, the annual report of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom also has few good 
things to say about freedom of belief in Pakistan. Highlighting many of the same issues the State Department report mentioned, 
the USCIRF document recommends re-designating Pakistan as a “country of particular concern”, while advocating targeted 
sanctions against Pakistan. Reacting to the State Department report, the Foreign Office has termed it “ill-informed … irresponsible 
and counterproductive”, while claiming that Pakistan’s Constitution offers a “robust framework” for religious freedom. 
 
While the US does tend to use such reports as political tools, there can be little argument with the findings. Even if these reports 
had not been compiled, the grim fact is that the state of religious freedom in Pakistan is far from ideal. The public lynchings over 
accusations of blasphemy, misuse of the blasphemy law, and the marginalisation of minority communities are all stark realities 
in today’s Pakistan. This is so because, whereas the country’s founders had envisaged a pluralistic state where all denominations 
would be free to profess their beliefs, over the decades, rabid extremists have hijacked the discourse — often encouraged by the 
establishment — bringing us to where we stand today. Instead of living in denial, the state must work to roll back the tide of 
extremism that threatens to take Pakistan under. This must be done not to please any external powers, but to make Pakistan a 
more liveable place for all its citizens. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 22/05/2023) 
 

75th anniversary celebrations of Archdiocese of Karachi begin 
 
The 75-year, or diamond jubilee, celebrations of the Archdiocese of Karachi began at the St Patrick’s Cathedral here on Sunday 
under the leadership of the Archbishop of Karachi, Benny Mario Travas. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1754940/minority-reports
https://www.dawn.com/news/1756532/75th-anniversary-celebrations-of-archdiocese-of-karachi-begin
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A special logo has been designed for the occasion that also includes a glimpse of Sindh’s culture in the form of the red Ajrak 
design filled into the number ‘75’. The celebrations include different programmes for the entire year. 
 
In the past, the Catholic Archdiocese of Karachi used to be a part of the Archdiocese of Bombay, but with the creation of Pakistan 
in 1947, Karachi was separated from the Archdiocese of Bombay and made a separate entity on May 28, 1948. 
 
Over these years, the Archdiocese of Karachi has played a significant role in the development of the metropolis in the fields of 
education and healthcare. It founded 62 schools under the umbrella of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
One of the oldest education institutions in Karachi, the St Patrick’s High School, which was founded in 1861, also comes under 
the Archdiocese of Karachi now. Among its old boys are two presidents, two prime ministers, two chief ministers of Sindh, two 
cardinals of the Catholic Church, several mayors of Karachi and several men of the armed forces. 
 
If we look at healthcare under the Archdiocese of Karachi, there is also the Holy Family Hospital, which was established in 1948 
and is also one of the oldest hospitals in the city. There is also Darul Sukun, a home for the physically and mentally disabled and 
the homeless, which was established in 1969. Established in 1956, the Marie Adelaide Leprosy Centre offers free treatment to 
patients. 
 
The Archdiocese of Karachi has 16 parishes spread all over the sprawling city. 
 
In a message, Pope Francis wrote that he was pleased to learn that the Archdiocese of Karachi is celebrating 75 years of coming 
into being. “As you mark this milestone, I join all of you in offering gratitude to Almighty God for the many and varied blessings 
that He has bestowed on the Archdiocese over these past 75 years, which are reminders of the Lord’s abundant goodness and 
abiding love.” 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 29/05/2023) 
 

Military courts 
 
PAKISTAN is set to try civilians in military courts for violence committed on May 9 in the wake of the arrest of former premier 

Imran Khan. The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has expressed 
his concerns, insinuating that the arrests may amount to arbitrary detentions under 
international law, and that post-arrest treatment may include acts of custodial torture, 
prohibited under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). 
 
Amnesty International has also stated that trying civilians in military courts is contrary 
to international human rights law (IHRL), violating the right to a fair trial guaranteed 
under Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
which guarantees the right to a trial before a “competent, independent, and impartial 

tribunal established by law”. 
 
Under its General Comment on Article 14 of the ICCPR, the UN Human Rights Committee has affirmed that “fundamental 
principles of fair trial” are non-derogable. Pakistan ratified the ICCPR and the CAT in 2010, and is bound by these international 
obligations. 
 
Pakistan is also bound by International Humanitarian Law (IHL). In comparison to IHRL, rights guaranteed under IHL are 
narrower, with the framework allowing for the trial of offenders before military tribunals; the application of IHL, however, is only 
triggered if an armed conflict exists in the form of either an international armed conflict (IAC) between sovereign states or a non-
international armed conflict (NIAC) within a state. Neither circumstance describes the political turmoil in Pakistan, today, 
precluding the application of IHL. 
 
Military courts are meant to dispense justice for crimes committed during an armed conflict, whether an IAC or a NIAC. These 
crimes involve grave breaches of the law of war and comprise war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. 
 
While the latter two require a degree of state design in the perpetuation of systemic and serious violations of peoples’ rights, war 
crimes can be committed by combatants and civilians alike in their own individual capacities. 
 
Such trials are required to be public unless this would compromise national security. This is a high bar, and one the state is 
unlikely to clear. 
 
For example, the perpetrators of the 2014 attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar incontrovertibly committed war crimes 
when they made the civilian and non-combatant staff and students of the school the object of attack, which is unlawful under 
Additional Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions, Article 51. 
 
The APS attackers, albeit terrorists, were also combatants involved in a NIAC with Pakistan’s armed forces. Thus, while civilians 
can indeed be tried for committing war crimes if directly participating in hostilities, this requires both the existence of a state of 
‘armed conflict’ and the use of force against military personnel and installations for the purpose of achieving a military advantage, 
the intensity of which meets the threshold of an armed attack. 
 
These are a specific set of conditions required to trigger IHL in a situation, conditions which were not met by what transpired on 
May 9, even if one was to accept the narrative of the state. 
 
No such internal armed conflict exists within Pakistan, and — quod non — even if one were to assume such was the case, the 
applicable Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions expressly prohibits “…torture… unfair trial… cruel, humiliating and 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1757188/military-courts
https://www.dawn.com/news/1151361
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degrading treatment… outrages upon personal dignity… and … the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions 
without previous judgement pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognised 
as indispensable by civilised peoples.” 
 
Much like their civilian counterparts, military courts are required to provide fair trial guarantees to the accused. They must be 
independent and impartial. The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols require these courts to maintain a 
presumption of innocence towards the accused. 
 
The accused have the rights to defend themselves; have legal assistance of their choice and freely engage with them; have 
adequate time and resources to effectively prepare a defence; cross-examine witnesses and evidence; be present at their trial; 
and to refuse self-incrimination. 
 
Military trials are also required to be public unless public hearings would compromise sensitive state secrets or national security. 
This is a high bar, and one the state is unlikely to clear given the political — thus arguably fairly pedestrian — nature of the unrest. 
 
Furthermore, those convicted by a military tribunal enjoy the right of appeal to a higher judicial forum, with the incumbent Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif defending the decision to try civilian protesters before military courts, stating that “[T]here is going to be 
absolute transparency in these cases… There are three layers of appeals that go through the army chief, the high court and then 
the Supreme Court”. 
 
Despite these protestations, however, and given the present political polarisation, it is unlikely that the military tribunals will ensure 
the fair trial guarantees required under IHL and Pakistan’s international obligations. 
 
Since its inception, Pakistan has consistently advanced positions promoting the human rights of oppressed peoples before every 
international forum it has had access to. Whether one speaks of the oppression of the Kashmiris, Palestinians, or Rohingya; or 
the treatment of detainees at Western internment camps such as Guantanamo Bay or Bagram; Pakistan has repeatedly argued 
for the realisation of the fundamental civil, political, social, and cultural rights of vulnerable peoples. 
 
To resile from its historical position as champion of the oppressed — particularly by subjecting domestic political dissidents to 
trial by military courts — would severely compromise Pakistan’s credibility. The state would be open to international critique — 
particularly from unfriendly states — that it has been disingenuous in raising its voice on global human rights, and instead is 
willing without compunction to compromise basic due process rights — including the right of a fair trial — for its own citizens on 
the pretext of security and political expediency. 
(By Sikander Ahmed Shah Dawn, 06, 01/06/2023) 
 

IS THE JUDICIARY AGAINST THE POOR? 
 
In countries worldwide, the judiciary has an important role in deciding how a country is run, specifically with respect to how its 
most vulnerable, marginalised residents are treated and what kind of rights and facilities they have access to. 
 
The judiciary’s role is supposed to be that of dispensing justice but, in a country like Pakistan, which is deeply marred by political 
influences of external actors (including the establishment), their role has been subject to controversy and a lack of trust. In this 
article, we will explore how the judiciary has impacted the development of Karachi through the lens of recent evictions of the city’s 
poor. 
 
According to the older residents of katchi abadis [informal settlements], the judiciary has helped them in the past. Its judgments 
provided many of them with electricity and gas connections and also saved them from demolitions. But things have slowly 
changed over time, and they like to talk about the repercussions of this change. 
 
Saddar 
The ex-mayor of Karachi, Naimatullah Khan, filed a case in 2010 before the High Court of Sindh, asking for the removal of 
hawkers, patharay daars [occupiers of public space], offices of political parties, etc. that were ‘illegally’ occupying public space. 
 
Court rulings against encroachments in Saddar, along the Karachi Circular Railway and the city’s nullahs provide a glimpse into 
how the judicial system impacts the lives of the economically disadvantaged, through evictions and ill-conceived rehabilitation 
plans 
 
In 2018, the court passed a judgment ordering the removal of all encroachments from the streets and public spaces. The matter 
was taken up by the Supreme Court the same year, which passed an order on October 26, asking the relevant authorities to 
cancel all leases, licenses and approvals on amenity plots and “encroachments”. 
 
The next day, the Supreme Court ordered the removal of encroachments from Empress Market and its surrounding areas. The 
order stated that “this shall serve as a model for the purpose of curbing the general nuisance of encroachments in Karachi.” 
 
The reason for saying this was, perhaps, that the Empress Market area has been one of the most congested areas of the city 
with thousands of hawkers around it though, in its immediate neighbourhood, there are a number of elite institutions as well. It 
has also been considered as the most difficult area in which to carry out an anti-encroachment operation, which has been tried 
several times before and has failed. For this reason, the Rangers — a paramilitary force — were asked by the court to help out 
in case of any law and order situation arising as a result of the demolition and removal process. 
 
There were appeals against the Supreme Court orders but they were dismissed by the court. The Empress Market and the area 
around it was home to about 2,000 formal shops and 1,500 informal shops, most of whom were tenants of the Karachi Municipal 
Corporation (KMC). Following a few days of protest by the affectees, the demolitions were carried out in the early hours of 
November 11, 2018. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1757782/is-the-judiciary-against-the-poor


 

16 
 

NEWS CLIPPING ON GOVERNMENT NEWS JANUARY TO JUNE 2023 

Two months later, in January 2019, because of widespread protests and the socioeconomic loss caused by the anti-
encroachment drive, the advocate general requested the court to revisit its previous orders on humanitarian grounds. However, 
the Supreme Court maintained its original position. 
 
The Supreme Court also ordered that the leased shops should be offered alternative space in other KMC properties, so that they 
can continue their businesses. However, these shops were far too few and far away from Empress Market. In addition, when the 
shopkeepers went to occupy those places, they discovered that they were already occupied and, in the few cases in which they 
were not, were in locations that were not conducive to doing any form of retailing. As such, the affected population did not make 
use of this offer As a result of the demolition process, 3,495 shops were removed from around Empress Market — of which, 1,300 
were constructed officially in 1955-1956 for providing jobs and promoting commerce to the Partition’s refugee population. In 
Empress Market itself, 280 shops were part of its original plan of 1889. In 1954, their number was increased to 584. After the 
eviction of 2018 from the main market building, there are only 18 shops left. 
 

On March 21, 2019, the Supreme Court issued an eviction notice to all households 
living along the circular railway. The number of these households was more than 
4,000, of which 1,108 were demolished in May 2019. In addition, 12,000 vendors 
and small shopkeepers were also removed. 
 
The scale of the demolition cannot be accurately calculated. The number of 
hawkers that lost their space is estimated to be between 4,000-9,000, including 
entertainers, local medicine sellers, animal performers, second-hand clothes’ 
vendors, etc. Even if we accept the figure of 4,000, then the loss to Karachi’s 
informal economy was: 4,000 hawkers multiplied by 5,000 rupees (per day) 
turnover into a 300 day year, which is equal to 6 billion rupees. 

 
This does not include the supply chain, the manufacturing of items in LaluKhet [Liaquatabad] and Korangi which are sold at 
hawker stalls, and international imports of tea from Sri Lanka and Kenya, dry fruit from Afghanistan and Central Asia, eggs from 
the rest of Pakistan, and exotic animals from Africa, Singapore and Latin America. 
 
At a rough estimate, there are 150,000 hawkers in Karachi as a whole. If we take all of them into account, then Karachi’s hawker-
related street economy value (minus supply and manufacturing chains) per year is 225 billion rupees. 
A World Bank publication deals with the effect of evictions that have taken place on the affectees. Most of them were depressed. 
Many of them were in debt. They had problems running their households. And their greatest complaint was that they are unable 
to pay their children’s school fees, because of which their children (estimated at 30,000) are out of school. 
 
Some also claim that they have had to beg for survival. Additionally, the High Court extended the area of operation of the evictions 
from Saddar to all of Karachi, with the result that an estimated 7,000 shops were demolished and 15,000 hawkers were dislocated. 
 
The Karachi Circular Railway 
However, this is not all. The Supreme Court of Pakistan also took suo moto cognisance of the encroachments on railway lands. 
In its judgment of November 27, 2011, it ordered the removal of all encroachments from them. 
 
On March 21, 2019, it issued an eviction notice to all households living along the circular railway. The number of these households 
was more than 4,000, of which 1,108 were demolished in May 2019. In addition, 12,000 vendors and small shopkeepers were 
also removed. 
 
In May 2019, the Supreme Court ordered the revival of the circular railway in 15 days, not realising that this was not possible 
because of infrastructure problems created by the under-construction Green Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). The railway higher 
ups who attended the court hearings were also not aware of these impediments and promised to comply with the Supreme Court 
orders. 
 
On May 23, 2019, the demolitions began. On June 12, 2019, water and electricity were disconnected from these households. 
Various estimates put the number of households in danger of evictions along the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) at 60,000. 

 
Here, it is necessary to note that a lot of formal sector construction exists along 
the KCR, which constitutes 72 percent of the total length of the railway track. 
These encroachments consist, among others, of various corporate sector 
companies, civic buildings and commercial plazas, including Siemens, Toyota 
Indus Motors, City High School, Awami Markaz, PAF Shaheen Housing 
Scheme, etc. None of this construction has been singled out for demolition, nor 
have notices been served on them. 
 
On June 19, 2019, the demolition was stopped due to pressure from civil society 
organisations and certain political parties. It must be said that the Supreme 
Court also directed the Sindh Government and Pakistan Railways to rehabilitate 
the affectees in a decent way with all facilities, and that too, within a year. The 

affectees, however, have pointed out that their rehabilitation should have been a part of the demolition process, so that they 
would not have to bear the cost and distress of being homeless for a year. 
 
Since the affectees had nowhere to go, many of them are still living on the demolished ruins of their homes, most without water 
and electricity. Again, as in the case of Saddar, they feel that their greatest loss has been the loss of schooling of their children 
and also that because of the demolition of their homes, their privacy has been grossly violated. 
 
In cases of evictions, rehabilitation and changes in land use, the court should appoint a person or an academic institution that 
has knowledge of the city and its societal issues and the problem that the court is dealing with. If further research is required on 



 

17 
 

NEWS CLIPPING ON GOVERNMENT NEWS JANUARY TO JUNE 2023 

the subject, then the terms of reference for it should be prepared jointly by the court, institution and representatives of the 
affectees. 
 
Their incomes have fallen since their women cannot work and their men have lost many days and wages trying to fight against 
the evictions and trying to manage their repercussions. A Supreme Court directive to rehabilitate the affectees has not been 
complied with, in spite of four years elapsing. 
 
The Question of Heritage 
The Empress Market is considered an iconic heritage building and some architects and conservationists have been very 
concerned that the area around it has been congested and “degraded”. Perhaps, this is the reason that it has figured in a big way 
in the court judgements. However, there are also other heritage markets in Karachi but there has been no demolition there except 
in Lea Market, where a few shops were demolished and then the operation was stopped. 
 
According to the real estate dealers in Saddar, the Empress Market renovation is a part of a larger gentrification plan of the area. 
Some stated that lots of buildings in Saddar would be replaced by up-market condominiums and Empress Market would serve 
them as an entertainment or cultural space. 
 
In April 2018, the government plan for the area was circulated through a PowerPoint presentation, in which a proposal for the 
Empress Market to be turned into an up-market dining space was made. Earlier, proposals for it to be turned into an art gallery, 
museum or a mall for elite brands had also been made. 
 
There seems to be an interest in using the Empress Market as a cultural space or as a ‘special market’. Many of the old hawkers 
and a number of new hawkers have reoccupied the streets around the market and have rediscovered their old customers. The 
state resisted this to begin with, but soon gave up. However, in the compound of the Empress Market and the market building 
itself, they and the old shopkeepers have not been allowed to return. 
 
The state, so far, has not informed the public as to what it intends to do with the building. Occasionally, the evicted persons, 
hawkers and shopkeepers gather around the market and shout slogans saying that the market is theirs. 
 
 

Nullahs 
“They (the youth) see two different kinds of law — one for the rich and another 
for the poor. Now they either fight back and question [the system] or commit 
suicide,” expressed Abid Asghar, a former resident of the Gujjar Nullah [storm 
water drain], while speaking to senior journalist Shazia Hasan nearly two years 
ago. 
 
He had said this at a time when Karachi city had been fairly newly hit by mass 
demolitions and evictions along the Gujjar and Orangi Nullahs, which rendered 
tens of thousands of the city’s constantly growing population of working class 
people homeless. This was despite many of the affectees having leases for 
their houses, which were built out of a lifetime of sweat and sacrifices. One 

order by the Supreme Court and multiple generations’ worth of painstakingly accumulated capital, safety, and memories were 
turned into rubble forever. 
 
Whenever it rains in Karachi, there is flooding, and the reason given for that is that the nullahs have been encroached upon, due 
to which floodwater cannot reach the outfalls. In 2020, there were exceptionally heavy rains, and almost all of Karachi was 
flooded. There was massive loss of property. As a result, there was much hype about the nullah encroachments being responsible 
for the flooding. 
 
On August 12, 2020, the Supreme Court ordered the Sindh Government and the National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) to remove encroachments “from along the Karachi nullahs and clean them within three months.” The Supreme Court 
was concerned because most of the city had been submerged under water and there was a breakdown of the city’s rainwater 
management system. 
 
By identifying the houses along the nullahs as the cause of flooding, the blame for the disaster fell on the poor and even houses 
that were not within the floodplain of the nullahs were removed. The nullahs identified for removal of “encroachments” were the 
Gujjar, Orangi and Mahmoodabad Nullahs. In the case of the Mahmoodabad Nullah, demolitions were minimised because the 
MPAs of the area were from the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), who took an active interest in preventing demolitions of 
their constituents’ houses. 
 
To understand the scale of “encroachments” along the nullahs, a drone survey was commissioned and NED University was 
engaged to carry it out. The survey identified the houses but not the number of people living in them. In most of the houses, more 
than one family resided, so the number of households living in the properties identified could not be ascertained. 
 
Thirty-feet roads were built along the Gujjar and Orangi Nullahs, for which houses had to be removed. As a result, the number of 
evictees more than doubled. Residents claim that these roads were built because they were ideal for future real estate 
construction. The Orangi Nullah connects two important points in Karachi, the RCD Highway and the Lyari Expressway — and, 
in the same manner, Gujjar Nullah connects the Northern Bypass with the Lyari Expressway. 
 
As a result of the demolitions, 100,000 persons living in 12,000 houses were rendered shelterless, and the demolitions continued 
even through Eid and the Covid-19 pandemic. It has been argued that a World Bank project called SWEEP also paved the way 
for these evictions. 
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A compensation of 90,000 rupees to cover renting costs of six months was promised by the state for each affected household. 
This sum is ridiculously small and, given bureaucratic procedures, it was very difficult to access it. And then, given the fact that 
the number of affected households far exceeded the ones identified for compensation (based on the findings of the NED survey), 
most of them could not even apply for compensation. 
 
In a Supreme Court order dated September 22, 2021, the former Chief Justice of Pakistan, Gulzar Ahmed, directed the “Chief 
Minister, Government of Sindh to ensure that the affectees of the above nullahs are rehabilitated…in all manners, preferably 
within a period of one year.” 
 
At many instances, leaders of mainstream political parties also promised rehabilitation to the affectees, including PPP 
Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who had requested the Supreme Court in June 2021 to review its decision on the Gujjar 
Nullah evictions, especially considering how Bani Gala was regularised at low rates. 
 
In July 2021, Chief Minister Sindh, Murad Ali Shah, promised that 6,500 families evicted from the Gujjar and Orangi Nullahs’ 
vicinity would be allotted 80 square-yard plots in either the LDA Scheme 42 or Taiser Town. 
 
The Current Situation 
More than two years later, the affectees — jaded by the criminal bitterness of the ruling elite and flag-bearers of justice — still 
await rehabilitation. Not only that, but the nullahs are nowhere close to being cleaned up. 
 
Many casualties have also already taken place in the area — residents have fallen into the drain while trying to manoeuvre 
through the narrow ground that this neoliberal development project has left for them after snatching away 30 feet of land on both 
sides of the nullah and widening the nullah without undertaking any safety protocols. 
 
If the purpose of the anti-encroachment operation had only been the cleaning of the nullahs, then more than 50 percent of these 
demolitions could have been prevented. Additionally, some houses along the Gujjar Nullah were demolished even in 2016, citing 
the same reason (i.e. the cleaning of the nullah), but no progress was made on cleaning them between these years either. 
 
Conflicts between the different political authorities of Karachi and the lack of a political will in favour of the marginalised have 
prolonged the affectees’ suffering. Many residents and their allied protestors have also faced illegal detentions for exercising their 
right to protest against this grave injustice, and more than 20,000 children from these settlements were forced to join the ranks 
of the 22.8 million Pakistani children aged between five to 16 years who are currently out of school — the second highest in the 
world. 
 
On the other hand, houses in DHA, which have actually encroached upon the drains and led to urban flooding in the area and 
the city at large, are not likely to be bulldozed in a fashion similar to low-income settlements anytime soon. 
 
And then we wonder why our people, especially the younger lot, feel dismayed by the system after seeing no semblance of justice 
in the law governing their lives. 
 
Conclusions 
A number of conclusions and observations can be drawn from the three cases presented above. 
 
In the case of Saddar, it seems that an important aspect of the Supreme Court’s order ignores the fact that 72 percent of all jobs 
in Karachi are informal and that the street economy generates a major part of these jobs and the financial turnover. Removing 
this reality from the street economy of Karachi has had a major negative impact on the city’s informal economy. 
 
Another aspect that was also ignored was the fact that many of the affectees had worked, and some also lived and worked, in 
the neighbourhoods from which they were evicted, for the last 50 to 70 years. Their customers and members of their supply and 
manufacturing chains shared common interests with them. 
 
The court’s orders also meant the demolition of everything informally constructed post the Karachi master plan 1985, when 
Karachi was a city of 5 million as opposed to 16 million in 2018. This decision was also irrational as much of Karachi’s land use 
informally changed as a result of the government’s failure to provide space for important civic and commercial functions. 
 
What was required was a prolonged dialogue with members of the informal street economy, whereby their space on the 
pavements could be made a part of a larger plan, through which Saddar could be reorganised to accommodate the existing street 
economy in an aesthetic manner while reducing congestion. Studies on Saddar tell us that this is possible. 
 
On the question of heritage, which is an important issue for Saddar, we have witnessed the taking away of public functions in an 
important heritage building, and plans to replace them with gentrification for the elite. This is unacceptable, especially in the post-
Covid and existing climate change context. In the case of the railways, the demolitions took place with a complete lack of 
knowledge of the real issues by both the court and the railway authorities. 
 
The court gave orders and the authorities agreed to follow them without knowing that those orders could not be fulfilled, as in the 
case of the KCR. As a result of this, people lost their homes in 2018, and to this day the railway is not fully operational. 
 
The court also ordered that the affectees be rehabilitated within one year with all civic facilities. The order was repeated by the 
court, the Sindh Government and political leaders many times. However, even after four years, no movement towards fulfilling 
these promises has been undertaken. And then the major issue is that rehabilitation is ordered by the court to take place one 
year after evictions have been carried out. The affectees ask, “Where do we go for a year?” 
 
Recommendations 
Given what has been said above, a number of important recommendations can be made: 
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1. In cases of evictions, rehabilitation and changes in land use, the court should appoint a person or an academic 
institution that has knowledge of the city and its societal issues and the problem that the court is dealing with. If further 
research is required on the subject, then the terms of reference for it should be prepared jointly by the court, institution 
and representatives of the affectees. 
 

2. The rehabilitation plan should be a part of the eviction process and implemented before the end of it so that the affectees 
are not subject to any injustice. Necessary safeguards from fraud and misuse of law for political purposes should also 
be a part of the rehabilitation plan. 

 
3. The restoration should be explained to the affectees and some manner of their role in its design and implementation 

should be guaranteed. 
 

4. The court may have followed the law in its decisions and orders. However, the law does not always provide justice, 
since many laws are not ethical or just. 

 
5. Evictions should only take place where they benefit the larger socio-physical environment in favour of low-income 

groups and not where land use changes are proposed for commercial real estate development for the more affluent 
classes. 

 
6. In all three cases (Saddar, KCR and nullahs), the affectees have said that they were not able to fight the eviction 

process because the Supreme Court, which is the highest court in Pakistan, had given a verdict that was against them 
and which could not be challenged. 

 
7. Meanwhile, the Rangers have been asked by the Supreme Court to help the police and other law enforcing agencies 

to maintain law and order (as perceived by the government). The Rangers are dreaded in Karachi, and the hawkers 
revealed to this article’s lead author that their leadership was threatened with disappearance for good if they initiated 
agitation. The Rangers should not be used to silence peaceful protests which are permitted under the Constitution of 
Pakistan. 

 
8. Professionals have argued that the neoliberal paradigm, which promotes the gentrification of various locations for 

tourism purposes and follows the concept of the “world class city”, has overshadowed pro-people development ethics. 
This has influenced all sections of the elite and middle classes, including the judiciary. This concern needs to be looked 
into. 

(By Arif Hasan with Dhuha Alvi Dawn EOS, 01, 04/06/2023) 
 

Sindh govt announces Rs700b development outlay 
 
Sindh government on Saturday announced Rs700 billion development outlay for next financial year, 2023-24. There is around 
40 per cent increase in current development expenditure. 
 
Overall development budget for next financial year includes provincial Annual Development Programme (ADP) Rs380 billion, 
District ADP Rs30 billion and Foreign Project Assistance Rs266 billion. 
 
During FY 2022-23, the total development outlay was Rs459.5 billion that included Rs332 billion for the provincial ADP, Rs30 
billion for District ADP, Rs91.5 billion from FPA and a grant of Rs6 billion from the federal PSDP for the schemes being executed 
by the Sindh government. 
 
Among the departments, major share of the provincial ADP, Rs62,556 million, has been allocated for local government 
department due to revival of local bodies in the province. Of the total amount Rs46,966 million will be for on-going development 
schemes and Rs15,589 million for new schemes. 
 
An amount of Rs12,524 million has also been allocated for mega projects in Karachi. Some Rs1,700 million will be spent on 
Karachi Neighbourhood Improvement Project. Similarly Rs2,700 million has been allocated for establishment of forensic 
laboratory in Karachi. 
 
Overall Rs291.727 billion has been allocated for 3,311 on-going schemes and Rs88.273 billion for 1,937 new schemes. According 
to the Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah the government has allocated 80 per cent of development funds for the on-going schemes. 
 
According to him focus of the development budget for FY 2023-24 is to capitalise on the current portfolio in the aftermath of the 
flood situation and initiate new projects, particularly in those sectors which cater to the rehabilitation of infrastructure that was 
damaged during the heavy rains and floods in 2022. 
 
The size of foreign project assistance has increased from Rs91.47 billion in 2022-23 to Rs266.691 billion in ADP 2023-24. The 
chief minister attributed the increment to initiation of projects for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the flood-damaged 
infrastructure in order to address livelihood, reconstruction of housing, education, health, irrigation, road network, and water and 
sanitation. 
 
According to the department wise ADP allocations in next financial year the health and education sectors have been allocated 
major amount of the development budget. 
 
An amount of Rs45,333 million has been allocated for education sector and Rs44,361 million for health sector. Both the sectors 
have also been accommodated in Foreign Assistance Projects. An amount of Rs24,622 million has been allocated for health and 
Rs10,643 million for school education in foreign funded programmes. 
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Allocation for other sectors in Provincial ADP include Rs11,910 million for Agriculture , Rs2867 million for culture, tourism, 
Rs10,628 million for energy, Rs4174 million for finance, Rs11,517 million for home and law including law and order, Rs10,000 
for lining of canals. 
 

Flagship projects 
The provincial government as part of its flagship projects plans to 
construct 50 English medium schools. 
 
Under the Rs11,777.401 million project 50 state-of-the-art resilient 
schools are being constructed on prefabricated mild steel structures, 
the finance department’s document said. 
 
Being in public sector, the schools will provide free education, 
syllabus and uniforms. 
 
The project is implemented under three separate schemes including 
establishment of 25 English medium schools; one in each district, 15 
comprehensive high schools, and 10 comprehensive higher 
secondary schools one in each district. 
 
The expenditures on the project have been recorded at Rs7,931.005 
million and the allocation for the next financial year, 2023-24 is 
Rs1.51 billion. The project would be completed by June 2025. 

 
Paediatric Cardiac Unit 
The main objective of the Rs2.757 billion project is to reduce morbidity and mortality in infants and children suffering from cardiac 
diseases and provide highly specialized pediatric surgical and pediatric cardiology wards. It strengthens the existing infrastructure 
for better referral services and supports systems for the improvement of health conditions, especially child health, and develops 
new sub-specialties like pediatric electrophysiology. 
 
The project envisages a seven-story building scientifically designed to accommodate 258 indoor beds, six operation theaters with 
24 bedded surgical ICU, catheterization, surgical, echocardiography departments, electrophysiology lab etc. 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 11/06/2023) 
 

Budget focused on education, health, security, local bodies 
 
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Sunday said that it was for the first time that he did not have to shout himself hoarse for the 
budget speech. 
 
With the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf lawmakers either in jail or on the run after the May 9 riots, Murad said it was the first budget 
speech he delivered comfortably and his throat was also fine. There was no commotion in the house, he quipped. 
 
Regarding the budget proposals, Murad said that budget consisting of record Rs2.25 trillion outlay has record allocation of Rs800 
billion for four major goals ¬ education, health, law and order and local bodies. 
 
Speaking at a post-budget press conference at Sindh Assembly Auditorium, the CM said that they received $2 billion from external 
sources for flood relief and managing such a huge amount in four months was a great achievement. Similarly, Rs25 billion were 
obtained from external sources for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of flood affected houses. 
 
He reminded that although the irrigation system of the province was destroyed, there was a record production of wheat this 
season. 
Sindh Local Government Minister Nasir Hussain Shah, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon, Labor and Manpower 
Minister Syed Ghani, Sindh Government Spokesperson Murtaza Wahab were also present on this occasion. 
 
Shah said that current capital expenditure has increased this year because the loans obtained by the provincial government 
ballooned due to rising cost of dollar. 
 
CM said that the provincial government is not happy with the schemes offered in the federal budget. 
 
The provincial government believes that Sindh deserves a lot and "we have discussed this with the federal government as well." 
 
Schemes of Karachi 
The chief executive of the province said there are Rs701 billion worth of foreign-funded schemes for Karachi. Of this amount, at 
least Rs127 billion has been allocated for World Bank-funded Competitive and Livable City of Karachi (Click) Project which will 
be executed by the local government. 
 
He pointed out that Rs27 billion has been allocated for the ambitious WB-funded Yellow Line project, Rs27.2 billion have been 
allocated for the Karachi Water and Sewerage Improvement Project. 
 
Apart from this, an amount of Rs27.5 billion has been reserved for local councils, while 14.5 billion are for solid waste management 
schemes. The work of BRT red line is also going on, for which an amount of Rs26 billion has been allocated, besides an amount 
of Rs23 billion has been allocated for the yellow line. 
 
Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre Hospital has been given a new cyber knife worth Rs1 billion, which will benefit the entire 
country. He said that Rs1.2 billion for Karachi Thatta Dual Carriage Way, Rs389 billion scheme of NICH. 
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He said that M9 M5 Link is a project of Rs2 billion , Malir Expressway is a project of Rs27.5, Maripur Expressway is a project of 
11.2 billion dollars, Dhabiji Industrial Estate is a project of Rs16 billion and these are the projects that have been completed 
 
He said that M9 M5 Link is a project of Rs2 billion, Malir Expressway is a project of Rs27.5 billion, Maripur Expressway is a project 
of 11.2 billion dollars, Dhabiji Industrial Estate is a project of Rs16 billion and these are the projects that have been completed 
 
Karachi- Hub water canal project is in the bidding stage, which is a project worth Rs24 billion, while the waste water treatment 
project is worth Rs125 billion. Apart from this, Waste Water Treatment Plant One is a Rs60 billion project, Jinnah Hospital Safety 
and Security Project is Rs2 billion, Marble City Project is Rs5 billion, NED Technology Pak Project is a Rs24 billion project. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 12/06/2023) 
 

‘No cases against women sent to military courts’ 
 
Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar on Wednesday said that till date, no case against any woman involved in the May 9 violence 
following the arrest of PTI chairman Imran Khan, has been sent to the military courts. 
 
The minimum requirements as required under different international laws, especially Article 14 of the International Covenants for 
Civil and Political Rights 1966 (ICCPR) that deals with fair trial, will be ensured during the prosecution of the accused in the 
military courts, the law minister said. 
 
As the international laws suggest, the minister also explained that the accused should be given the right to appoint their counsel 
of choice to defend them in the case. Likewise, they must have the right to adduce the defence evidence against them and should 
have access to the record or material being used by the defence against the accused as well as the right to judicial review against 
the decision of the trial court. 
 
While talking to media at the Supreme Court building, the law minister said that the decision on whether a case should be tried 
by a military court or a civilian court is not a matter of choice for the federal government or any other department or relevant 
authority, but is determined by the operation of the law. 
 
Law minister says around 74 cases forwarded for trial under army act 
 
“It depends upon the material and evidence against the accused,” he said, adding that the decision regarding which case should 
be referred to the military court has been done after a proper scrutiny of the material sent by the JAG (Judge Advocate General) 
Branch — a legal wing of the military — by the judge of the anti-terrorism court concerned in view of the incriminating evidence 
against the accused. 
 
The minister said that till date 74 cases had been sent to the military courts, but no case against any woman had been referred 
to such courts. 
 
An informed source said by using the good offices of the Foreign Office, the government was also trying to engage the 
international community to allay the apprehensions being expressed by members of the civil society as well as the international 
community regarding alleged violations of the fundamental rights and arbitrary detentions. 
 
According to media reports, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights recently expressed concerns over the 
issue. The Amnesty International has also stated that trying civilians in military courts is contrary to International Human Rights 
Law, violating the right to a fair trial guaranteed under Article 14 of the ICCPR, which guarantees the right to a trial before 
competent, independent and impartial courts established by the law. 
 
Under its General Comment on Article 14 of the ICCPR, the UN Human Rights Committee has affirmed that “fundamental 
principles of fair trial” are non-derogable. Pakistan ratified the ICCPR in 2010 and is bound by these international obligations. 
 (By Nasir Iqbal Dawn, 01, 15/06/2023) 
 

PPP rejects allegations of horse-trading 
 
The ruling Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) on Wednesday condemned what it called false accusations of the Jamaat-i-Islami and 
made clear that it was not pressurising or buying elected representatives belonging to the opposition Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf for 
Karachi mayor election. 
 
Speaking at a press conference here, PPP senators Taj Haider, Waqar Mehdi and Anwar Lal Din said that PTI leaders and 
workers, including former Sindh governor Imran Ismail and provincial president Ali Zaidi, left their party after the May 9 riots 
 
Senator Haider, who is also in charge of PPP election cell, said that the decision by some of the PTI elected representatives not 
to vote for the JI appeared to be part of the “exodus race going on in the party and labelling it as horse-trading would be 
inappropriate”. 
“It is now no secret that the JI is supporting the PTI Taliban and their Afghan policy of settling TTP militants in Pakistan. We shall 
not allow Karachi to become a refugee camp of TTP militants,” he said. 
 
Senator Waqar Mehdi said as many as 30 PTI voters had announced that they would not vote for the JI. 
 
Senator Din predicted victory of PPP’s mayoral candidate Murtaza Wahab and said JI’s Karachi chief Hafiz Naeemur Rahman 
would face a defeat. 
(By Iftikhar A Khan Dawn, 14, 15/06/2023) 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1759840/no-cases-against-women-sent-to-military-courts
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights#:%7E:text=Article%2014,-1.&text=In%20the%20determination%20of%20any,impartial%20tribunal%20established%20by%20law.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights#:%7E:text=Article%2014,-1.&text=In%20the%20determination%20of%20any,impartial%20tribunal%20established%20by%20law.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1759723/ppp-rejects-allegations-of-horse-trading
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