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Rs5.98bn surplus budget of DMC-South passed 
 
The administrator of District Municipal Corporation-South on Thursday passed the Rs5.98 billion surplus budget for the financial 
year 2022-23. 
 
According to the budget document, total expenditures during the next financial years include Rs3.69bn allocated for salaries of 
employees; Rs1.25bn for development works in the district; Rs340 million for contingencies and Rs548.5m for repair and 
maintenance work.  
 
The district also earmarked Rs12.5m for any calamities and environmental protection. 
 
The DMC-South expects to generate Rs650.6m from own resources in the next financial year while the provincial government 
will give Rs4.82bn. 
 
Besides, it has earmarked Rs130m for payment in dues. 
 
Speaking at the budget session, DMC-South Administrator Dr Afshan Rubab said that the municipality had a very distinct status 
as it was the most sensitive district of Karachi. 
 
“The DMC-South is the backbone of the province where not only people from within the city but also from all over the province 
visit on a daily basis in connection with their jobs and other important assignments.” 
 
She said officials and staff of the municipality worked round the clock to cater to the needs of the people and because of this it 
faced more expenses than expected. 
 
“But despite all these odds, this district, due to a well-devised strategy and cooperation and hard work of its officials and staff, 
has been leading other districts in terms of performance,” she claimed. 
 
“Working on the directives of the Sindh government, DMC-South has achieved the target of Rs470 million income recovery, which 
is a record,” she said and added that at the same, it also saved a significant amount to the tune of Rs310m by overcoming and 
controlling non-development budget. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 01/07/2022) 
 

Karachi prepares for LG polls after seven years 
 
After seven years, Karachi is holding elections for local body representatives. There will be two Electoral Colleges in the Karachi 

Metropolitan Corporation structure, including 25 town councils and 246 union 
committees. 
 
On the Karachi level, there will be a mayor and deputy mayor. Also, there will be 
25 chairpersons and vicechairpersons of 25 towns. 
 
The vice-chairpersons of the 246 union committees of Karachi will also be council 
members of their respective towns, while the chairpersons of the union committees 
will be members of the Karachi Metropolitan Council. 
 
Karachi is divided into 25 towns and 246 union committees. 
 

Elections are being held for the chairpersons of each Union Committee, vice chairpersons (joint), and the four ward members. In 
other words, there will be chairmen and vicechairmen of 246 union committees in Karachi. 
 
The chairmen will choose candidates for reserved seats which include 1% trans person (2 persons), 1% special persons (2 
persons), 5% women (12 females), 5% youth (12 youth) and 5% labourers or farmers (12 persons). 
 
After that, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation will have 286 members, all of whom will participate in the election for the mayor 
and deputy mayor. However, the vice-chairmen of the union committees will be members of the councils of their respective towns. 
 
The number of town council members will vary depending on the number of union committees in each municipality, but the rate 
of the reserved seat remains the same. 
 
In each town, 1% of trans people, 1% of special persons, 5% of women, 5% of youth, and 5% of workers or farmers will be elected 
to the reserved seats and then the chairpersons and vice chairpersons of the town will be elected. 
 
As far as union committees are concerned, each union committee elects its chairpersons and four ward members through 
election. After being elected, these officials will choose a youth, a minority, a labourer or a farmer, and a woman for the reserved 
seats. 
 
Therefore, a union committee will consist of a chairman, a vice-chairman, and eight ward members. 
 
Remember that each voter must cast two votes and get two ballot papers. They must vote for one joint chairman and vicechairman 
on a single ballot, while choosing a ward member on the other ballot paper. 
 
City gears up for second phase of LG polls 
There are 12 days left for voting in 16 districts of Karachi and Hyderabad divisions’ local bodies’ elections for which polling will 
be held on Sunday, July 24. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1697522/rs598bn-surplus-budget-of-dmc-south-passed
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A total of 21,187 candidates are in the running, and 9,153 are from Karachi. According to the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP), 1,045 candidates are running from Malir, 1,454 from Korangi, 1,583 from East, 876 in the South, 1,149 in the West, 1,785 
in the Central, and 1,261 in the Kemari districts. Karachi has 8.45 million registered voters for which 5003 polling stations will be 
set up. 
 
The seven districts of the Karachi division are divided into 25 towns. Central District is the largest district with five Towns and 45 
Union Committees with 2,072,886 registered votes. 
 
Eastern District is the second-largest district with five towns and 43 union committees, and 1,425,201 voters. 
 
Four towns and 37 union committees have been formed in Korangi with 1.415 million voters. The Western District also consists 
of three towns and 33 union committees with 99,187 registered voters. 
 
Kemari District consists of three towns, 32 union committees, and 844,851 voters. Malir District consists of three towns, 30 union 
committees, and 743,205 voters. South District has two towns, 26 union committees, and 995,054 voters. 
(By Amir Farooq The Express Tribune, 05, 13/07/2022) 
 

Over 20,000 in the run for second phase of local govt elections in Sindh 
 
Top election commission, police and provincial administration authorities on Friday reviewed security and other arrangements for 
the peaceful holding of the second phase of the local government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions. 
 
The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Sindh Chief Secretary Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput at the Sindh Secretariat. 
Provincial Election Commissioner Ejaz Anwar Chauhan, Home Secretary Saeed Ahmed Mangrejo, Inspector General of Police, 
Sindh, Ghulam Nabi Memon, administrative secretaries Akbar Leghari, Khalid Haider Shah, Hanif Channa, Karachi 
Commissioner Muhammad Iqbal Memon, city police chief Javed Alam Odho were present, while commissioner of Hyderabad 
and deputy commissioners concerned attended the meeting via a video link. 
 
The LG elections are going to be held on July 24 in 16 districts of Karachi and Hyderabad division. 
 
There are seven districts in Karachi division — East, West, South, Central, Malir, Korangi and Keamari — and nine districts in 
Hyderabad division — district Hyderabad, Tando Mohammad Khan, Matiari, Tando Allahyar, Badin, Dadu, Jamshoro, Thatta and 
Sujawal. 
 
ECP says 563 contestants returned unopposed in Karachi, Hyderabad divisions 
 
9,848 polling stations 
Sindh Election Commissioner Chauhan said that 60,000 employees of provincial and federal governments would perform their 
duties in the second phase of the local government elections. 
 
“There will be 9,848 polling stations in 16 districts of Karachi and Hyderabad. Of them, 2,573 polling stations have been declared 
highly sensitive,” he said, adding: “Around 20,180 candidates are contesting in the second phase of the local government 
elections and 563 of them have been elected unopposed.” 
 
Mr Chauhan further said that the violation of the ECP’s code of conduct in the elections would not be tolerated under any 
circumstances. 
 
During the meeting, the Sindh police chief said that the law enforcement agency had prepared a security plan for the second 
phase of the local government elections under which 59,881 personnel would perform security duties along with Rangers. 
 
He added that no negligence would be tolerated in the security arrangements. 
 
CCTV cameras at highly sensitive polling stations 
Speaking on the occasion, the chief secretary directed the authorities to install CCTV cameras at all 2,573 highly sensitive polling 
stations. 
 
He also directed the Karachi and Hyderabad commissioners to ensure all facilities at the polling stations in compliance with the 
directives of the Election Commission of Pakistan. 
 
Dr Rajput said that action would be taken against every employee who was found absent from election duty. 
 
He directed the general administration secretary to hand over the details of employees of all departments to the ECP. 
 
He said: “Section 144 [of the criminal procedure code] will be imposed on display of weapons during elections.” 
 
He directed the commissioners of Karachi and Hyderabad to monitor all arrangements. 
 
It was informed in the meeting that for the second phase of the local government elections, a Whatsapp group of all DCs, SSPs 
and election officers concerned had also been created in which all information and issues were being resolved in a timely manner. 
(By APP Dawn, 13, 16/07/2022) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1699768/over-20000-in-the-run-for-second-phase-of-local-govt-elections-in-sindh
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Over 37,000 policemen, 3,000 private guards to be deployed for Karachi LG polls 
 
Additional Inspector General of Police Javed Odho on Wednesday said that a contingency plan had been prepared for the local 
government elections in Karachi, under which, a total of 37,861 policemen would perform election duty. 
 
Speaking at a press conference at his office, the city police chief added that out of total election duty force, 24,968 would be 
posted at polling stations and 5,010 would work as quick response force while 4,438 personnel would be deployed as anti-riots 
reserve force. 
At the start of his press conference, Mr Odho touched upon the issue of recent ethnic tensions in Karachi and Hyderabad and 
expressed the view that the police had controlled this ‘atmosphere of ethnicity’ with better policing and engaging leaders of both 
the communities while dealing with miscreants with iron hand. 
 
He said the Election Commission of Pakistan had established a total of 4,996 polling stations in Karachi and none of them was 
‘normal’. 
City police chief unveils security arrangements for local govt elections 
 
A total of 1,246 polling stations have been described as highly sensitive while 3,750 termed as sensitive where eight and four 
policemen, respectively, would be deployed at each PS. 
 
He said during elections, law and order problem used to emerge on account of various reasons and for this purpose, over 500 
teams of policemen had been set up, which would reach at any disturbed place within five to 10 minutes to meet any eventuality. 
 
In addition to the policemen, 3,000 private guards/scouts would also be deployed. 
 
As many as 2,000 police mobiles would be patrolling during the polls. 
 
Responding to a question about violence during recently held by-election on NA-240 in Korangi, the city police chief said out of 
total 309 polling stations, law and order problem was reported from three PS only. 
 
He admitted that at present, there was a ‘tension’ between certain political parties and they would resolve those issues to ensure 
peaceful LG polls. 
 
He said there was an ethnic issue, which had been dealt in a better way with use of force and engaging ‘peaceful’ elements of 
both the communities. “There is no outstanding issue in this regard,” claimed the Karachi police head. 
 
He pointed out that a total of eight cases pertaining to violence and riots, etc, had been registered under Section 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act, 1997 and around 100 ‘miscreants’ had been arrested and efforts were under way to arrest absconders. “We are 
in touch with peaceful leaders of both the communities while we are chasing the miscreants.” 
 
Mr Odho said that there was a wrong ‘perception’ that crimes in the metropolis had increased and claimed that the data of CPLC 
showed that street crimes, particularly snatching and lifting of motorbikes had decreased around eight per cent recently. 
 
Ban on display of arms 
The city police chief said that Section 144 of the criminal procedure code had been imposed under which display of arms would 
be banned during the polling and party leaders facing ‘real’ threats would be provided police guards, but they would not be allowed 
to carry private guards. 
 
Mr Odho said that Rangers would help them in maintaining law and order while Pakistan Army would remain as a standby. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 14, 21/07/2022) 
 

JI promises dedicated parks, transport for women 
 
Jamat-i-Islami Karachi chief Hafiz Naeemur Rehman met women journalists here on Wednesday at a local hotel to share his 
party manifesto and plans for the city if got elected as the mayor of the metropolis. 
 
The JI leader said that everyone, all people including the transgender community, should benefit under him. 
 
“The transgender community should not be seen as separate segment of the society, but rather as human beings and as citizens 
of Pakistan. They have the same rights as any other person here. So we will also work for them as we did during the height of 
the Covid-19 pandemic when JI workers distributed food rations among them,” he pointed out. 
 
Reminding of the biggest JI women sit-in at Hassan Square in January, he said that it should tell the people how important the 
party felt about the role of women for this city and this country. 
 
Hafiz Naeem shares election manifesto with women journalists 
 
“The issues faced by the city such as waste removal, water scarcity, transport, etc, equally affect women. The JI has a charter, 
which includes women. We want to empower women. We don’t want women workers here working for third party contractual 
companies. We want them to get equal pay as men. JI will be their voice,” he said. 
 
Hafiz Naeem also said that they wanted to have dedicated recreational parks for women. He said that they already worked on 
skill development programmes for women. “We teach women in jail. We teach them English. We teach them Chinese,” he said. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1700695/over-37000-policemen-3000-private-guards-to-be-deployed-for-karachi-lg-polls
https://www.dawn.com/news/1700692/ji-promises-dedicated-parks-transport-for-women
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He also said that the JI had a clear-cut agenda regarding transport facilities for women. “We need safe and reliable transport for 
women in Karachi. Today, it is a pain watching women travel in crowded buses. They are pushed, they are harassed. The JI will 
have nothing of it. There is a need for separate transport for women with women drivers and women conductors, which we will 
get for them,” he said. 
 
He said there were 800 to 900 Karachi Metropolitan Corporation schools that came under the mayor of Karachi. “We will make 
them model schools. No one may remember it now, but there used to be a time when people used to line up outside government 
schools for their children’s admissions. We want our children to have a level playing field. Why should the rich only have a good 
education system?” He questioned. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 14, 21/07/2022) 
 

LG polls’ delay 
 
THE postponement of the second phase of local government elections in Sindh, which was scheduled for Sunday, is a matter of 
concern for all those who want elected local bodies in the province. The decision announced by the ECP on Wednesday on the 
recommendation of the Sindh administration has been taken due to the forecast of heavy rains, as well as the advent of Muharram. 
The first phase of the polls was held last month, while the ECP has now pushed back voting for the second phase — which 
primarily affects Karachi and Hyderabad — till Aug 28. A by-election for Karachi’s NA-245 seat, which was due on July 27 will 
now be held on Aug 21. Though the PPP and MQM have likely breathed a sigh of relief after the announcement, the Jamaat-i-
Islami and PTI are furious over the decision. The PTI says it will challenge the rescheduling in court, while JI says it will protest 
over the “conspiracy against democracy”. 
 
It is to be hoped that the delay isn’t a ploy to indefinitely shelve the holding of polls for the third tier in Sindh. LG polls were last 
held in 2015, and the city of Karachi has been without an elected municipal head since mid-2020. In the meantime, administrators 
reporting to the PPP-led Sindh government have been running the show. Suffice it to say, the PPP has never been a strong 
advocate for elected local bodies in Sindh, particularly in the urban areas where its vote bank is limited. The MQM and PTI, 
meanwhile, had both gone to court on the plea that electoral rolls were not ready and delimitation was incomplete. It is true that 
inclement weather — it is abundantly clear that even moderate rains can paralyse Karachi — would create problems for voters. 
Moreover, the first 10 days of Muharram, which starts at the end of this month, also require the administration to put in extra 
efforts where security is concerned. However, there should be no indefinite delays beyond the new date announced by the ECP. 
This paper has always argued that Karachi — indeed all of Sindh’s urban areas — can only prosper through elected, empowered 
municipal heads. Municipal services were arguably much better when elected mayors — Niamatullah Khan and Mustafa Kamal 
— were in charge. Both the Sindh administration and the ECP must dispel misgivings that a plan is afoot to deny Sindh’s people 
their constitutional right to elected representatives at the third tier. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 22/07/2022) 
 

MQM wants LG polls with correct constituencies 
 
The Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) has made it clear that it wants local government elections with the correct 
constituencies. 
 
Addressing a press conference alongside Wasim Akhtar and Aminul Haq, Farogh Naseem said that they have been contesting 
the issue of Karachi and Hyderabad constituencies for a long time. There is a clear difference in the population ratio of Malir and 
Korangi constituencies, he added. 
 
He said that the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) is usually responsible for carrying out delimitation, but the Sindh 
government is doing this itself. He added that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had also agreed that until the constituencies 
are fixed, there will be no local body elections. He further remarked that PTI and Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) are “our brothers”, asking 
them why they changed their stance. 
 
The former minister said that if the constituencies are not correct, it amounts to not being sincere with Karachi. 
 
He said that all parties had agreed that the powers should be devolved to the local government. “We say local government 
elections should be quick, but with correct constituencies,” he added. 
 
He further said that their party does not ask the ECP to stop the election due to rain and Muharram. 
 
“We should not let the citizens of Sindh get disaffected,” he added. “Local people should get representation.” 
 
It is worth mentioning here that a day ago, the electoral body postponed the second phase of the local bodies elections in Sindh 
Separately, Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Shazia Marri, while addressing a press conference, said that after 
the postponement of the polls, a “very dirty propaganda” was started against the provincial government. 
 
“The Sindh government had never requested to postpone the elections,” she said. 
 
“Record rains have occurred in Karachi, but despite this, the Sindh government played its role and cleared the city,” she added. 
The minister said that in Sindh local bodies, there were no PTI candidates in most constituencies. 
 
“If someone joins Tehreek-e-Insaf, then he is halal; if he joins another party, then he is haram,” she remarked. 
 
“If you win the election itself, everything is fine, if you lose, it is rigged,” she added. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, 02, 22/07/2022) 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1700979/lg-polls-delay
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KMC begins to replace Conocarpus with Neem tree 
 
The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) has once again begun removing Conocarpus trees from around the city and 
replacing them with local, environmentally friendly varieties. In the past, there have been many campaigns for and against the 
exotic Conocarpus, which is often blamed for contributing towards hot weather conditions, but there is no scientific evidence for 
such.  
 
However, the tree, an alien species, is known to cause various other ecological problems and remain unsuitable for urban life. 
 
According to KMC’s Director General Parks Junaid Ullah, Conocarpuses have been replaced with local trees on numerous 
locations along the extensive Sharea Faisal Road. “The rest of the Conocarpuses will also be removed from the city, as well as 
from several of the city’s parks. Neem plants have been planted recently at Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim in Clifton Karachi. We had laid 
down some seeds before monsoon, but will plant and will plant two to three-foot tall neem plants there in the second phase,” he 
told. 
 
As opposed to the alien Conocarpus, Neem is an indigenous shade tree that is capable of existing in harmony with the urban life. 
The tree also produces a popular herb, widely used in medicines and for skin treatment, making it a useful plant. 
 
The planting of Neem seeds in Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim was started with the help of a community-run forum called the Tree Plantation 
Task Force, which includes doctors, lawyers, engineers, environmentalists, and others. Barrister Talal Wasif, Barrister Aamir 
Khoso, Barrister Munir Iqbal, and Dr Murtaza Khoro, who has been at the helm of various afforestation campaigns across Sindh, 
are among some of the forum’s more notable members. “Environmentally friendly trees are being planted throughout the province, 
including Karachi, with the help of the federal government’s Green Pakistan initiative, in which regard we have the complete 
support of Green Pakistan Program Sindh Project Coordinator Riaz Ahmed Wagan,” confirmed Khoro. 
 
Speaking on the matter, local environmentalist Nasir Panoor was of the opinion that the Conocarpus is not an inherently evil 
species. “It’s just is a non-native tree that we are better off replacing with eco-friendlier alternatives. 
 
These could include local fruit trees like plum and Sharifa, shade trees like Neem, Banyan and Pipul or even decorative flowering 
varieties like Cassia Fistula and Ponciana Regia, that would be better suited for our city’s environment,” he told The Express 
Tribune. 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 31/07/2022) 
 

Call for bringing all civic bodies in Karachi under KMC control 
 
Weeks before the local government elections and amid a growing demand for an empowered local government system in Karachi, 

a six-member committee of the federal government on Monday agreed that the 
country’s business capital was facing serious flaws in administration of 
municipal services as the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) controlled 
not even half of the city. 
 
The fresh thoughts were shared by some key members of the federal cabinet 
and Prime Minister’s Needs Assessment Committee while talking to the media 
after visiting different rain-affected areas of Karachi. 
 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had formed the special committee to assess 
damages caused by the recent rains in the country. It is headed by Federal 
Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry Rehman and comprising Federal 

Minister for IT and Telecom Syed Aminul Haq, Privatisation Minister Abid Hussain Bhayo and three MNAs — Mir Amir Ali Khan 
Magsi, Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah and Kesoo Mal Kheel Das Kohistani. 
 
The committee also held meeting with the Karachi commissioner and representatives of the KMC to get briefings about the city’s 
post-rain situation. 
 
Sherry Rehman says Karachi is experiencing unprecedented climate change event 
 
Talking to reporters, Ms Rehman of the Pakistan Peoples Party said that building resilience in Karachi should be the prime focus 
of the government as the city had witnessed the worst of disasters during the three monsoon spells. 
 
She was very clear to share her concerns that only 40 per cent of Karachi was being administered by the KMC and the rest of 
the city’s municipal administration was run by different institutions including cantonment boards, Defence Housing Authority 
(DHA), etc. 
 
“What we are experiencing in Karachi is another unprecedented climate change event,” she said. “The city has been brought 
close to a breaking point and unfortunately, we will see more rainfall during August. Karachi recorded a historic over 600mm of 
rainfall [in July] and it takes much less than that for urban flooding to happen.” 
 
At this point, Federal Minister Syed Aminul Haq of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan came up with details of the 
discussion the committee had during its meeting with the commissioner and local government officials. 
 
“This committee has representation of all coalition partners,” he said. “There’s a consensus that the only one-third of Karachi is 
under KMC [control] and the rest is divided among different institutions including cantonment boards, DHA and others.” 
 
He adds: “It’s a consensual suggestion that all organisations operating in Karachi should be brought under the KMC. We will 
conduct a short-, medium- and long-term needs assessment and give our recommendations on these lines.” 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1702707/call-for-bringing-all-civic-bodies-in-karachi-under-kmc-control
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Ms Rehman was asked about her thoughts on the demand of an empowered local government system in Karachi, where her 
party has been controlling all major municipal and civic organisations, including the Solid Waste Management Board, Karachi 
Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA). 
 
“I can’t make announcement in my capacity for an empowered local government [system],” she said. “But obviously we are seeing 
situation on ground and how bad it is.” 
 
“So we need to come together and cooperate with each other during this difficult time and not indulge in turf wars. All of us present 
here are from different parties and our objective is to stabilise Karachi and provide assistance to those in need,” she said. 
 
Earlier, she said that the federal government would give compensation to those who lost their loved ones and houses. 
 
“The committee is on the visit to different cities of Sindh and will compile its report on the damages caused by the recent rains. 
We have three days to do this job and on the fourth day, we have to submit the report,” she added. 
 
Minister Haq said on the occasion that the sewerage system in Karachi had collapsed and the government should take this issue 
seriously. 
 
Karachi Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab informed the meeting that about the performance of the KMC during rains. 
 
Later, the committee and officials visited different areas of city including Tower, Korangi River and other areas. 
 
The committee will also be conducting assessments in the flood-hit areas in interior Sindh. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 02/08/2022) 
 

JI moves SHC for early polling date of local govt elections 
 
The Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) on Friday approached the Sindh High Court against postponement of the second phase of local 
government (LG) elections in Sindh. 
 
City chief of JI Hafiz Naeemur Rehman and another JI leader filed a petition stating that the four-year tenure of the previously 
elected local governments in Sindh had expired on Aug 30, 2020 and instead of holding elections, the Sindh government had 
appointed administrators across the province. 
 
They argued that Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab was a political person and allegedly providing government machinery 
and funds to the candidates of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) to promote and build their campaign and image. 
 
Citing the Election Commission of Pakistan, provincial election commissioner and Sindh chief secretary as respondents, the 
petitioners argued that the LG polls were postponed with mala fide intention and sought a directive the for ECP to announce an 
early date for holding elections. 
 
They submitted that initially, the Sindh government had deliberately delayed the delimitation process by not providing the details 
and required maps of union committees while the ECP was bound to hold elections within 120 days after the end of the tenure 
of the previous LG government. 
 
Thereafter, the petitioners submitted that the provincial government had provided the data after the ECP had issued a warning. 
 
The JI had serious reservations over voter list and the delimitation, which was carried out totally on political grounds to provide 
maximum benefit to the ruling party in Sindh, but still it welcomed the LG elections, it added. 
 
They argued that the ECP had postponed the elections just three days before the second phase scheduled to be held on July 24 
in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions and fixed Aug 28 as the new date for polling. 
 
They contended that the reasons incorporated in the impugned notification of the ECP to postpone the LG elections were lame 
excuses having no base. 
 
Some political parties were pressuring for the postponement of the polls and they succeeded in manipulation of their aim to delay 
it, they added. 
 
The petitioners submitted that the ECP had cited Muharram and forecast of heavy rain as reasons to delay the elections. They 
argued that the Met office had been issuing such forecasts for the past two months and only five per cent of such forecasts were 
found correct while Muharram was starting six days after the elections. 
 
They further submitted that on June 24, the SHC had also dismissed the petitions of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan seeking postponement of the LG election and ruled that no case for staying the elections was made 
out by the petitioners. 
 
The petitioners also pleaded to set aside the impugned notification and for publication of fresh ballot papers with different colours 
to avoid malpractice and rigging. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 06/08/2022) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1703418/ji-moves-shc-for-early-polling-date-of-local-govt-elections
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ECP issued notice on plea against postponement of local govt elections 
 
The Sindh High Court on Wednesday issued notices to the Election Commission of Pakistan and others on a petition of the 
Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) against postponement of the second phase of local government (LG) elections in Sindh. 
 
JI-Karachi chief Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman, who is also contesting the election on a union committee chairman, and another party 
candidate have petitioned the SHC stating that the LG polls were postponed with mala fide intention and sought a directive for 
the ECP to announce an early date for holding elections. 
 
When a two-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh took up the matter for hearing, the counsel for petitioners 
argued that the ballot papers had been handed over to presiding officers before the postponement of the elections and they had 
no idea about their current status. 
 
The counsel further submitted that Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab was a political person and was allegedly providing 
government machinery and funds to the candidates of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) to promote and build their campaign 
and image. 
 
The bench remarked that two major cities of province had received heavy rain on July 24, as forecasted, and there would have 
been hardly any turnout if the polls were held on the earlier scheduled date. 
 
The court put the ECP, provincial election commissioner, Sindh chief secretary and federal and provincial law officers on notice 
with a direction to file comments on the next hearing. 
 
The petitioners submitted that the four-year tenure of the previously elected local governments in Sindh had expired on Aug 30, 
2020, and instead of holding elections, the provincial government had appointed administrators across the province. 
 
They maintained that initially, the Sindh government had deliberately delayed the delimitation process by not providing the details 
and required maps of union committees, while the ECP was bound to hold elections within 120 days after the end of the tenure 
of the previous local body government. 
 
Thereafter, the petitioners submitted that the provincial government had provided the data after the ECP had issued a warning. 
 
The JI had serious reservations over voter list and the delimitation, which was carried out totally on political grounds to provide 
maximum benefit to the ruling party in Sindh, but still it welcomed the LG elections, they added. 
 
They argued that the ECP had postponed the elections just three days before the second phase which were scheduled to be 
held on July 24 in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions, and fixed Aug 28 as the new date for polling. 
 
The petitioners contended that the reasons incorporated in the impugned notification of the ECP to postpone the LG elections 
were ‘lame excuses’ having no base. 
 
They submitted that the ECP had cited Muharram and forecast of heavy rain as reasons to delay the elections, but the Met office 
had been issuing such forecasts for the past two months, and only five per cent of such forecasts were found correct while 
Muharram was starting six days after the scheduled date of elections. 
 
They further submitted that on June 24, the SHC had also dismissed the petitions of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan seeking postponement of the LG election and ruled that no case for staying the elections was made 
out by the petitioners. 
 
The petitioners also pleaded to set aside the impugned notification and for publication of fresh ballot papers with different colours 
to avoid malpractice and rigging. 
 
It may be recalled that a PTI candidate had also filed an identical petition last month and the SHC had issued notices to the ECP 
and other respondents for Aug 11 (today), but also directed the lawyer for the petitioner to satisfy it about the maintainability of 
the petition. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 11/08/2022) 
 

KMC gardeners, guards occupying officers’ residences 
 
A Sindh High Court (SHC) bench, while hearing a case related to the allotment of replacement quarters to Karachi Municipal 
Corporation (KMC) employees of Jahangir Park, has ordered that the victims should be given accommodation within 15 days. 
 
Lawyers and officials of the KMC and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board appeared before the two-judge bench, headed by 
Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi. 
 
The court inquired about progress in eviction of Water Board employees from the KMC quarters. Justice Azhar Rizvi remarked 
that bungalows have been allotted to gardeners and watchmen. 
 
"There are reports that gardeners and watchmen are living in big bungalows, while those entitled are homeless," he remarked. 
"Is there a check and balance system in the department?" 
 
The KMC's counsel stated that his client has made a request to the Water Board and negotiations were underway. "Why would 
you make a request, go and get rid of occupation," the judge said and asked: "Are the Water Board employees retired or in-
service?" 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 13/08/2022) 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1704166/ecp-issued-notice-on-plea-against-postponement-of-local-govt-elections
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DCs ask ECP to delay LB polls phase-II 

 
The second phase of the local government elections slated for August 28 seems likely to be postponed for the second time as 
the deputy commissioners of two districts of Karachi and eight districts of Hyderabad division have written to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan in this regard, citing monsoon rains caused devastation. 
 
The deputy commissioners of various districts of Sindh have recommended to the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to 
postpone the second phase of local government (LG) elections for 45 to 60 days due to heavy rainfall and flood situation in the 
province. 
 
The letters were written separately by the DCs of Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Dadu, Matiari, Tando Allahyar, Sujawal, Tando 
Muhammad Khan, Badin, and Malir and Keamari districts of Karachi on Monday. 
 
The district administrators in their separate reports about arrangements for local bodies’ elections said that several polling stations 
have come under water due to rain and flood making election process impossible. 
 
The Provincial Election Commission of Sindh will send the consolidated report to the Election Commission of Pakistan on Tuesday 
in the light of these recommendations. 
 
Malir Deputy Commissioner report maintains that the monsoon rains have made many places inaccessible besides several roads 
have been washed away. 
 
The government of Sindh has also declared two of the union councils as disaster-hit areas. 
 
Malir DC further stated that while efforts are being made for drainage of rainwater before the polls, the district administration 
cannot guarantee smooth conduct of the elections. 
 
Keamari deputy commissioner in his report said that the returning officers of the district have informed him of extra ordinary 
damage caused due unprecedented rains of up to 1,000mm during the monsoon season, due to which rainwater was still 
accumulated in some areas. 
 
The situation in several polling stations in Mauripur Town, Baldia Town and Behar Town is not good, the DC said, explaining that 
65 per cent of the polling stations are submerged in water where access is not possible. 
 
The returning officers have also termed the conduct of the second phase of elections as difficult. For this reason, local body 
elections should be postponed for 60 days. 
 
“The LG elections scheduled to be held on 28 [August] instant are not possible on that day due to destruction and inaccessibility 
of buildings of schools, health institutions and other places which have been declared as the polling stations,” wrote the DC 
Hyderabad Fuad Ghaffar Soomro. 
 
He also cited Pakistan Meteorological Department’s rain forecast for the coming days as a yet another obstruction. 
 
He urged the ECP to delay the polls for 30 days. “In view of the circumstances, it is requested that the LG elections may kindly 
be postponed for at least 45 days as conduct of the elections and supply of the election materials at this point throughout the 
district isn’t possible,” wrote DC Jamshoro Capt (r) Faridududin Mustafa, who is also the District Returning Officer (DRO). 
 
According to him, 375 out of 452 designated polling stations in Jamshoro, which make around 70 per cent of the total, are either 
inaccessible or were inundated. He also referred to the reports of the Returning Officers who highlighted same problems in their 
communication with the DC office. 
 
The DC and DRO Badin district Agha Shahnawaz Babaur apprised the PEC that 65% of the polling stations are not ready for the 
polls because of inundation or access issues. “The unprecedented rainfall has resulted in loss of lives and damages to the roads, 
buildings, houses and crops,” he stated. He sought postponement of the polls for 60 days. 
(By Amir Farooq and Z Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 23/08/2022) 
 

LB polls in Karachi on Oct 23 
 
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has unveiled a revised schedule for the local bodies elections in Karachi announcing 
that polling would be held in all districts of the metropolitan city on October 23. 
 
The ECP has also sought a report from the provincial election commissioner regarding the LB elections in Hyderabad Division, 
saying the decision would be taken after reviewing the report. 
 
Polling in 16 districts of Karachi and Hyderabad Divisions was scheduled to be held on July 27 under the second phase of LB 
elections, but it was postponed and rescheduled to August 28. 
 
However, the ECP again deferred the elections citing “logistic problems” and “non-availability” of security personnel due to difficult 
“weather conditions”. 
 
At a meeting, chaired by Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sikander Sultan Raja, the ECP Secretary had revealed at that time 
that rains were “very likely” in the provincial capital between August 24 and 26 which would impact the voting process. 
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Moreover, the provincial police chief and the chief secretary had submitted in writing that the administration, police and other 
security officials would be busy in providing relief to the flood victims and hence would not be able to provide security. 
 
Chief Secretary Sohail Rajput has said that CCTV cameras should be installed at 2,573 highly sensitive polling stations. 
 
With the floodwaters receding, the political forces are expected to step up campaign for the LG polls. Opposition parties in Sindh 
have been blaming the PPP and MQM-P for delaying the local bodies’ elections. 
 
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Jamaat-e-Islami and the Grand Democratic Alliance accuse the leading parties in Sindh 
government of shying from the political showdown. 
(By Saqib Virk The Express Tribune, 04, 15/09/2022) 
 

LG polls in Karachi to be held on Oct 23, SHC told 
 
The Sindh High Court on Friday directed the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to file a written statement or notification 
regarding the new schedule of the local government elections in Karachi division. 
 
A division bench headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh also asked the ECP to ensure that the LG polls in the provincial 
metropolis to be held on Oct 23 as announced by the commission. 
 
When the bench took up for hearing the petitions of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Jamaat-i-Islami against ECP for postponing 
twice the second phase of the LG elections in Sindh, ECP law officer Abdullah Hanjra submitted that the commission through a 
press release issued on Sept 14 had announced to hold LG elections in Karachi division on Oct 23. 
 
He further said that about elections in Hyderabad division, the ECP called reports from the provincial election commissioner and 
deputy commissioners concerned about flood situation and the polling date will be announced as soon as possible. 
 
He requested for time after the bench asked the ECP to file a proper written statement or a notification about the schedule of the 
election in Karachi. 
 
The court adjourned the hearing till Oct 25. 
 
Both the PTI and JI petitioned the SHC stating that the ECP was bound to hold elections within 120 days following the end of 
four-year tenure of the local governments in Sindh that had expired on Aug 30, 2020. 
 
They said the ECP had failed to hold the elections and violated the mandatory provisions of law. The petitioners sought directive 
for ECP to announce a fresh schedule for the LG elections. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 17/09/2022) 
 

KPT pays Rs230m to KMC in municipal taxes in first phase 
 
The Karachi Port Trust (KPT) on Friday released Rs230 million to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), out of over 
Rs650m, in the first phase in the head of municipal utility charges and taxes (MUCT) it owed to the corporation. 
 
Handing over a cheque for the amount to KMC Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab at a ceremony at the KPT headquarters, 
Maritime Affairs Minister Faisal Subzwari said the KPT had decided in principle to pay whatever amount was due to the KMC. 
 
“The KPT wanted to start four big projects in Karachi for which it required a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the provincial 
government, but due to no coordination between the two institutions, the NOC could not be issued,” he said, adding that the issue 
would, however, be resolved through mutual trust. 
 
He said that receiving Rs 230m from the KPT in the form of municipal tax would make the KMC financially stable. “This amount 
will be spent on the development of Karachi,” he added. 
 
Wahab says KE to collect MUCT and deposit amount in KMC accounts 
 
Barrister Wahab, who is also provincial government’s spokesman and chief minister’s adviser on law, thanked the federal minister 
and KPT chief for taking a positive step for the improvement of the KMC. 
 
Later, briefing the media, he said that no institution could run without taxation and the development of the city was actually the 
development of the KPT as it was an important institution of the city. 
 
To a question regarding collection of MUCT through electricity bills, he said it was being collected since 2009 and was not a new 
tax, adding that the tax amount had been reduced instead of being increased. “A tax ranging from Rs50 to Rs200 will be collected,” 
he said and added that earlier, Rs5,000 per unit was used to be collected from industrial zones. 
 
Barrister Wahab said that the money that KE would collect for the KMC would be in the form of a cheque and deposited into the 
KMC account. 
 
It may be recalled that the then City District Government Karachi (CDGK) had in 2008 introduced the municipal service charges 
in replacement of fire tax and conservancy charges for the maintenance and development of municipal services from Jan 2009. 
 
Meanwhile, informed sources told Dawn that an amount of Rs649.6m was outstanding against the residents and 
commercial/industrial consumers within the jurisdiction of the KPT. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1710454/lg-polls-in-karachi-to-be-held-on-oct-23-shc-told
https://www.dawn.com/news/1710447/kpt-pays-rs230m-to-kmc-in-municipal-taxes-in-first-phase
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The sources said the KMC had written to the KPT on July 17, 2017 asking it to pay dues. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 14, 17/09/2022) 
 

Wahab resigns as Karachi administrator 
 
Disappointed by the Sindh High Court’s order, Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab on Monday announced his resignation from 

the office. 
 
Speaking to the media, he expressed regret over the court’s decision that 
temporarily halted the process of collecting municipal taxes through the KE, 
saying that the relevant laws authorised the city’s metropolitan administration to 
impose taxes. “I worked tirelessly day in and day out but there was no 
appreciation for the work I did,” he added. 
 
Barrister Wahab, who was appointed the administrator on Aug 6, 2021, said that 
it would have been easier for him to ask the prime minister and the chief minister 
for funds for the KMC, but he did not. 
 
“I believe the way of the law is the only solution,” he said. 

 
The administrator, who is also the provincial government’s spokesman and chief minister’s law adviser, said that there were 
forces at work that did not let the provincial government do it job efficiently. “It’s not easy to work in this city as everything is 
resisted here,” he added. 
 
He said former Karachi mayor Wasim Akhtar had hired a private contractor to collect the taxes. “Once they collected Rs200 
million and were given Rs40 million. Where was the money going then?” he asked. 
 
Taking a dig at the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan and Jamaat-i-Islami, he said: “When the city roads are submerged, 
nobody knocks on the doors of Wasim Akhtar or [JI city chief] Naeem-ur-Rehman... the citizens question me, the government, 
and the KMC for answers.” 
 
“I was out in the field during the disasters supervising the repairs, rescue, and relief work personally. I was working while wearing 
a mask during the Covid-19 outbreak. I always tried to serve people indiscriminately without any bias,” he added. 
 
The administrator said he had diabetes and the work-related stress was worsening it, which was taking a toll on his health. 
 
He also tweeted his resignation letter that stated that he was “unable to continue any further as Administrator, KMC due to 
personal reasons”. 
 
While his political rivals termed the decision to resign from the office of administrator a political stunt, informed sources said that 
his resignation was not likely to be accepted by the chief minister. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 27/09/2022)  
 

Wahab hints at further delay in Karachi LG polls 
 
City Administrator and Chief Minister’s Law Adviser Murtaza Wahab on Saturday hinted at further deferment of the Oct 23 local 

government elections in Karachi division saying there were administrative difficulties 
in holding the much-delayed polls due to unprecedented rains and flash floods in the 
province. 
 
The Election Commission of Pakistan had on Sept 14 announced to hold LG elections 
in Karachi division on Oct 23. For the elections in nine districts of Hyderabad division, 
the ECP decided that the polling date will be announced later in view of flood situation 
there. The LG elections were earlier scheduled for July 24 but the ECP had fist 
postponed it till Aug 28 and then till Oct 23. 
 
Replying to a question during a press conference held at Frere Hall, Barrister Wahab, 
who is also the Sindh government’s spokesman, said that the provincial government 
would take into consideration all realities on the ground as a large number of polling 
stations were required to be set up with more staff and law enforcement personnel. 
 
“Policemen from other districts have to be deployed in Karachi for polls due to such a 
large number of polling stations,” he added. 
 

Says police from other districts needed for security of polling stations in city 
 
Barrister Wahab said that the provincial government was still deliberating upon all aspects in this regard and a decision to this 
effect would be taken soon. “The Election Commission will be approached accordingly after the decision,” he added. 
 
His response came against the backdrop of reports that the provincial government had decided to approach the ECP for 
postponement of the Oct 23 local government polls on administrative grounds. 
 
However, political rivals allege that the provincial government was hand in glove with a political party in the ruling coalition at 
Centre for getting the LG polls deferred. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1712094/wahab-resigns-as-karachi-administrator
https://www.dawn.com/news/1712931/wahab-hints-at-further-delay-in-karachi-lg-polls
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Says CM rejected his resignation 
To a question regarding his announcement of resignation from the office of Karachi administrator, Barrister Wahab said that he 
had tendered his resignation after the Sindh High Court’s restraining order on collection of the Municipal Utility Charges and 
Taxes (MUCT) through the K-Electric. 
 
He said he thought he would not be able to serve the city without generating revenue for the city’s municipality. “How can I swim 
with my hands and legs tied,” he said, referring to the court’s restraining order. 
 
The administrator said that the chief minister had not accepted his resignation advising him to continue work as city administrator. 
“My resignation was not accepted and I am bound by the orders of my party. I will continue to do whatever service I can for 
Karachi without personal publicity,” he added. 
 
At the outset of the presser, the administrator said that there were conspiracies and negative propaganda against the proposed 
collection MUCT through electricity bills. 
 
He said that according to figures collated from the KE, as many as 600,000 consumers paid over Rs50 million during the period 
of 10 days before the restraining order. 
 
The administrator said that the court had temporarily halted the collection of municipal tax, adding that this was not a final decision. 
 
Barrister Murtaza Wahab said that the road maintenance work was going on in all the seven districts of Karachi and people. 
 
“Today, Karachi is moving forward under a comprehensive plan. In the past there were errors in the system of collection of 
municipal utility tax. I had two options either to let the same system continue under which KMC was not getting only Rs160 million 
or try to collect Rs3 billion annually through K-Electric,” he added. 
 
He said that the intervention of individuals was ended through new tax collection system. 
(By Tahri Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 02/10/2022) 
 

Sindh police ‘dragging its feet’ on security for Karachi local govt polls 
 
Less than three weeks before the date of polling for the local government elections in Karachi division, the Sindh police chief has 
conveyed to the provincial government that he cannot withdraw policemen busy in relief efforts in flood-hit parts of the province 
to deploy them in the metropolis for election security, it emerged on Monday. 
 
The Election Commission of Pakistan had fixed Oct 23 for the LG election in the seven districts of Karachi. Last week, Karachi 
Administrator and provincial government’s spokesperson Murtaza Wahab had also hinted at further deferrment of the much-
delayed LG polls. 
 
“We have an emergency situation in other districts of Sindh due to devastating flood...we cannot pull-out manpower from there 
to utilise them for elections in Karachi,” Inspector General of Police Ghulam Nabi Memon told Dawn. “We are facing a shortfall 
of over 16,000 policemen for LG election security in Karachi and such a force cannot be withdrawn at this stage.” 
 
Also, the IG Office sent a letter dated Oct 2 to the provincial home secretary expressing its inability to provide police force for the 
LG elections in Karachi scheduled to be held on Oct 23. 
 
IGP tells provincial govt police from other districts cannot be withdrawn for at least three months due to flood situation 
 
Nearly 40,000 cops needed in Karachi 
The letter stated that Karachi range has envisaged the deployment of 39,293 policemen out of which 14,958 personnel had to be 
called from other districts of Sindh, while a reserve of 7,150 was planned to be raised from auxiliaries to meet the shortfall as per 
the scales given by the ECP. 
 
“Presently, we can only muster a few thousand police personnel from all available resources that too is possible theoretically if 
all Karachi police force deployed to support flood relief operation is called back to duty in Karachi,” the letter, seen by Dawn, 
read. 
 
It said there would be a “shortfall of 16,786 police personnel” from the desired/required security deployment planned for the 
second phase of the local government elections. 
 
Besides, the IG office stated in the letter that the Karachi police would not be able to avail the full human resources from other 
units —security and traffic — as all available force as well as traffic police of Karachi range were deployed on highways to manage 
traffic following the destruction of certain sections of highways and roads and to provide security to flood relief vehicles in the 
light of “increasing snatching / public disturbances/ crime on highways and the districts due to flood situation”. 
 
The letter further pointed out that Karachi range had earlier planned to “raise 7,150 auxiliaries from lady health visitors, recruits 
awaiting training [out of which 1,800 have joined training], PTV security guards and other Sindh government departments. In 
wake of the floods, the availability of all auxiliaries is improbable thus further exacerbating the shortfall to 16,786”, it said. 
 
‘Enormous shortfall’ 
The enormous shortfall of manpower required for LG elections Phase-II can’t be met without deployment of police force from 
other districts of the province. However, the police in other districts were “unavailable due to floods for at least three months”. 
 
The home department was informed that the Sindh police had sent additional force from Karachi range to flood-affected districts 
in Sindh and it include senior officers, traffic police and regular policemen from operations wing including the Rapid Response 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1713295/sindh-police-dragging-its-feet-on-security-for-karachi-local-govt-polls
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Force to assist local police in maintenance of law and order as well as managing smooth flow of traffic on Mehran and National 
Highways. 
 
“Due to flood situation in almost all district of interior Sindh and the present commitment of district police personnel in flood relief 
operation, it has become impossible for Sindh police to pool manpower required for Local Government Elections-2022 Phase-2 
(Karachi range) from Larkana, Sukkur, Shaheed Benazirabad, Hyderabad and Mirpurkhas Ranges (which hitherto has been done 
in all previous elections),” the letter concluded. 
(By Imtiaz Ali Dawn, 13, 04/10/2022) 
 

ECP rejects Sindh govt’s plea to put off Karachi local govt polls 
 
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday turned down the Sindh government’s request to put off local government 
elections in Karachi division for three months. 
 
The decision was taken at a meeting presided over by Chief Election Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja. 
 
Stressing that it was the responsibility of the provincial government and the law enforcement agencies to provide security and 
ensure law and order during elections, the ECP directed the Sindh government to ensure police deployment from the districts 
where flood situation was better for holding local government polls on Oct 23 in Karachi. 
 
The ECP made it clear that holding local government elections on time was its constitutional obligation. The meeting was told 
that it was in contact with the defence and the interior ministries to seek deployment of army or Rangers at sensitive polling 
stations in Karachi. 
 
Seeks deployment of army, Rangers for Oct 16 by-elections on nine NA and three PA seats 
 
The second phase of the local government elections in Sindh was originally scheduled to take place on July 24. However, it was 
postponed twice due to unprecedented rains and flood situation. 
 
Earlier, ECP Secretary Omar Hamid Khan in his briefing said the Sindh government had requested the ECP to once again 
postpone the second phase of the local government elections in Karachi division citing the shortage of police personnel to 
maintain the law and order during polling. 
 
In a letter to the ECP, the Sindh government highlighted the shortage of police due to rescue and relief work in the flood-hit 
districts of the province. It mentioned that the police were not available for security as they were busy in relief and rehabilitation 
activities. 
 
“The enormous shortfall of manpower required for local govt elections cannot be met without deployment of police force from 
interior Sindh which is unavailable for three months due to flood relief activities,” the provincial govt told the ECP. 
 
The meeting was also told that only 25 per cent of the required funds had been received for the LG elections and the lack of 
funds was creating trouble in the conduct of the polls. 
 
The meeting was also informed that Rs600 million sought for holding by-elections on 12 national and provincial assembly 
constituencies scheduled for October 27 were yet to be received. 
 
The ECP expressed alarm and feared that holding of polls would not be possible if funds were not received timely. 
 
Army deployment sought for Oct 16 by-elections 
The meeting was also informed that letters had been written to ministries of defence and interior seeking deployment of army, 
Rangers and Frontier Corps outside sensitive polling stations during the Oct 16 by-polls on nine National Assembly and three 
provincial assembly constituencies. 
 
These include NA-22 (Mardan-III), NA-24 (Charsadda-II),NA-31 (Peshawar-V), NA-45 (Kurram-I), NA-108 (Faisalabad-VIII), NA-
118 (Nankana Sahib-II), NA-237 (Malir-II), NA-239 (Korangi-I), NA-157 (Multan-IV), PP-139 (Sheikhupura-V), PP-241 
(Bahawalnagar-V) and PP-209 (Khanewal-VII). 
 
A day earlier, the ECP secretary sent a letter to the defence secretary stating that the present atmosphere in the 12 constituencies 
was politically charged. 
 
“The presence of militant elements in certain areas has increased the risk manifold, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Experiences of ECP with recently conducted by-election of NA-240 Korangi-Karachi-II, PP-167 Lahore and Sindh Local 
Government Elections Phase-I shows that police alone was unable to control the scale of violence due to restrictions with their 
numbers thus resulting in violence spiralling out of control,” it said. 
 
“Keeping in view the law & order situation in the areas/constituencies, it is reiterated that personnel of the Pakistan Rangers 
Punjab, Sindh and Frontier Corps (FC) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa at each sensitive polling station be deployed in static mode with 
enhanced QRF deployment of Pakistan Army to ensure smooth conduct of said by-elections,” it said. 
(By Iftikhar A Khan Dawn, 13, 05/10/2022) 
 

City Council Hall inaugurated after renovation 
 
Local Government Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah along with City Administrator Barrister Murtza Wahab on Saturday 
inaugurated the newly-renovated City Council Hall of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1713492/ecp-rejects-sindh-govts-plea-to-put-off-karachi-local-govt-polls
https://www.dawn.com/news/1714117/city-council-hall-inaugurated-after-renovation
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The number of seats in the hall, build in the iconic building of the city’s municipality in 1932 with only 57 seats for members, have 
been increased from time to time. 
 
The local government minister said that the provincial government would provide all possible facilities for the elected 
representatives in the city. 
 
The administrator said that the council hall had been constructed keeping in view the need of the time. 
 
He said that the city’s municipal administration had been given the status of a municipal corporation in 1933 when the number of 
seats was 57. “In 1953, the municipal seats were increased to 100,” he added. 
 
The administrator said that in 1960, there was a change in the LG system, and the number of seats was reduced to 58, but the 
number was increased to 103 in 1966. “In 1979, a changed local government system was implemented in the country, so the 
number of local government seats in Karachi became 166,” he added. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 09/10/2022) 
 

SHC seeks details of KWSB employees occupying KMC houses 
 
The Sindh High Court has directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to file a statement about the details of its employees 
occupying the accommodations of meant for staffers of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. 
 
A two-judge bench headed by Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi also asked the director-administration of the KWSB that the 
information about the rent being paid to the water utility to be provided in the statement. 
 
It also sought details whether the rent of the KMC accommodations in the possession of the employees of KWSB had been 
deducted from their salaries and such deductions were mentioned in their salary slips. 
 
The bench further directed the KWSB official to provide proof of payment of such collection of rent of properties, owned by the 
corporation, to the KMC by KWSB. 
 
At the outset of the hearing, the KMC submitted its report while the director administration-KWSB informed the bench that 
numerous employees of KWSB were occupying the accommodations of KMC and they were paying rent directly to the water 
utility. 
 
The KMC in its report stated that its officials along with officers of KWSB carried out a joint survey of the official accommodations, 
which had been sublet by the employees of KWSB to their relatives and now they were not residing there. 
 
Now, it is the responsibility of KWSB as well as estate department of KMC to vacate the same and hand over physical possession 
to the accommodation department of the KMC in order to comply with the SHC order, it added. 
 
The KMC report further submitted that the process to vacate such accommodations would not be possible without police and 
other law enforcement agencies. 
 
The KMC said that the KWSB might be asked if it has any agreement that proved that KWSB employees could possess KMC 
accommodation till their retirement as the KMC had no such agreement. 
 
The bench was hearing a set of petitions filed in 2009, 2011 and onwards against encroachments on parks and some KMC 
employees seeking official accommodations after being displaced from the Jahangir park. 
 
Earlier, the KMC had provided a list of 71 employees of the KWSB who were residing in KMC accommodations while KWSB 
placed a list of five employees of the KMC living in its quarters and said that 31 KMC accommodations had been vacated by 
KWSB employees. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 09/10/2022) 
 

Sindh seeks delay in LG polls for third time 
 
The provincial government has once again approached the Election Commission seeking postponement of the Oct 23 local 
government elections in Karachi for three months due to its inability to provided adequate security. 
 
Informed sources told Dawn that the election commissioner would take a decision on the Sindh government’s request at a meeting 
next week. 
 
They said that though the provincial government moved a fresh request for the deferment of the LG polls, the decision to press 
it or otherwise would be taken in view of the results of the by-elections on two National Assembly constituencies in the city on 
Sunday. 
 
The sources said that the provincial government on Oct 14 once again wrote to the election commissioner seeking postponement 
of local government elections. This was the third letter by the provincial government in this regard as it had sent on Oct 3 and Oct 
12 similar requests. 
 
In the fresh request, the provincial government informed the election commission that around 5,000 polling stations were to be 
established for smooth conduct of the election and of them around 1,305 had been categorised as “most sensitive” and 3,688 
others as “sensitive”. 
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It was further told that the provincial government would require 39,293 police personnel for static deployment with polling stations 
and for other miscellaneous duties. The letter to the provincial election commissioner stated that in total 22,507 police personnel 
were available with the Karachi police and there was a shortfall of 16,786 policemen. 
 
It said that the provincial government had planned to arrange 14,958 police personnel from other districts of the province and a 
reserve of 7,150 from the auxiliaries to fill the gap. 
 
“However, in post-flood situation, Karachi police has to provide additional support to flood-affected districts where more force is 
required to ensure safety of internally displaced persons (IDPs), dispatch of relief goods and safety of the abandoned houses 
and properties left by IDPs due to flooding, and safety and regulation of traffic on highways and arteries to ensure supply chain 
moving to and from up country,” it said. 
 
The provincial government also informed that a large number of IDPs had moved to different districts of Karachi where tent cities 
and other facilities had been arranged for them which also required deployment of police to ensure safety. 
 
The election commission was requested to postpone the Oct 23 local government election in Karachi for three months so that 
the elections were conducted in a smooth and transparent manner with occurrence of any law and order situation. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 16/10/2022) 
 

Elections delayed 
 
Already three months behind schedule, the second phase of local bodies elections in Sindh has been delayed yet again after the 
Election Commission of Pakistan accepted the provincial government’s request to push elections by another three months, citing 
security issues and the federal government’s refusal to provide additional law enforcement personnel. 
 
The election watchdog said that ensuring the elections went ahead peacefully was its top priority and that it will soon meet with 
provincial government and law enforcement officials to work out a new date for the polls. The previous delays from the original 
July 24 date were due to the summer floods, which the country is still recovering from. With the PTI and former prime minister 
Imran Khan threatening to converge on the capital soon, the federal government is clearly unwilling to spare 16,000 security 
officials and be caught shorthanded as it attempts to keep protesters at bay. 
 
The Sindh Police personnel shortage also ties in to the floods — the original security plan for the elections called for about 15,000 
law enforcement officials from interior Sindh to be deputed in Karachi for the local elections. However, this number seemed 
unfeasible and using private security had also been discussed. However, police all over the province were redeployed to support 
relief work as a priority, leaving little behind to send to Karachi. Even the ECP’s own request for soldiers and paramilitary officials 
to help fill the shortfall was turned down, with Islamabad only agreeing to the use of the military as a “quick response force,” 
leaving proactive security duties to the already-stretched Sindh Police. 
 
Where blame for the delays is placed is now a matter of opinion. While the initial delay due to flood situation across the province 
was understandable, depending on one’s political persuasions, the delay may be due to the popularity or lack thereof of major 
parties in Karachi and the rest of Sindh — including the PPP, PTI, and MQM. That security concerns are legitimate and PTI’s 
march on Islamabad should have been delayed to allow for elections, or this is just an excuse by the ruling coalition to blame 
Imran for their own fear of his popular support is something only officials behind closed doors can answer. The truth is probably 
somewhere in the middle and entails some combination of these factors. But whatever the balance, it is undeniable that the 
people of Sindh, and especially the country’s commercial capital and largest city — Karachi — continue to be denied elected 
representation. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 20/10/2022) 
 

New Sindh LG law 
 
THE Sindh information minister’s recent revelation that the PPP-led provincial administration is willing to amend the Sindh Local 
Government Act (SLGA), 2013, in order to grant greater powers to civic bodies comes as a welcome development for the entire 
province. Both urban and rural Sindh have suffered greatly due to an LG law that many find lacking in its ability to empower the 
local bodies to take on the challenges of governance; instead, these powers have been handed to the provincial government and 
bureaucracy. Sharjeel Memon told a presser that there was “room for improvement” in all laws, while Karachi administrator 
Murtaza Wahab had earlier said that the next mayor of the metropolis would have control over the water and solid waste bodies, 
as well as KDA. Urban Sindh, particularly Karachi, is in an advanced stage of decay, thanks largely to the fact that since the 
Musharraf-era LG law was rolled back, subsequent legislation has failed to meet the megacity’s needs, while the PPP has also 
tried its level best to avoid elections to the third tier. The situation in rural Sindh — the PPP’s heartland — is even worse. 
Therefore, an attempt to frame a more progressive and inclusive LG law which paves the way for elections to Sindh’s local bodies 
can only be hailed. 
 
The information minister hinted at the fact that the new LG law could be passed as an ordinance if the Sindh Assembly is not in 
session. This is a bad idea. After all, calling a provincial assembly session is not difficult. Moreover, all stakeholders need to be 
taken on board as this important legislation does not just concern the ruling party in Sindh, but all the province’s inhabitants. For 
example, when the PPP amended the law last year, there were widespread concerns that the changes did little to give back 
powers to elected civic bodies’ heads. Instead, there was a feeling that the amendments tightened the provincial government’s 
grip on the local bodies. Things need to be different this time around. All parties in the provincial legislature — as well as those 
outside the assembly — should be consulted, as should civil society and urban planning experts. For over a decade, there has 
been enough experimentation with Sindh’s LG system, and it is a waste of time and taxpayers’ resources to amend the law every 
few years because of shortcomings that should have been addressed when it was being framed. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 23/10/2022) 
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Sindh cabinet okays proposals to delegate more powers to next Karachi mayor 
 
The Sindh cabinet on Monday approved a summary to amend the Sindh Local Government Act (SLGA) 2013 through a 

gubernatorial ordinance to give more powers to elected representatives especially the 
next mayor of Karachi. 
 
This was announced by provincial government’s spokesperson and Karachi 
Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab at a media briefing on the decision taken by 
the cabinet that met on Monday. 
 
After the amendments, he said, the next mayor of Karachi would be the chairman of 
major civic bodies including the Karachi Development Authority (KDA), Karachi Water 
and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and Solid Waste Management Board. 

 
He said that an ordinance would be promulgated to amend the SLGA 2013 as it was not viable to summon the session of the 
Sindh Assembly due to the flood situation. 
 
At present, MPAs belonging to the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party were already engaged in relief activities in their respective 
constituencies and it was not possible for them to attend the session, if called, he added. 
 
To a question regarding consultation with opposition parties on the amendments, he said that the law was improved considering 
all suggestions and proposals forwarded to the government in this regard. In February this year, the Supreme Court in its landmark 
ruling had directed the Sindh government to make the local government system empowered in accordance with Article 140-A of 
the Constitution. 
 
Later, a 19-member house committee was formed to deliberate upon the amendments. However, the committee, which was 
supposed to finalise amendments to the LG law within 45 days, met only once and its proceedings remained inclusive. 
 
Sources said that the ruling PPP mainly consulted the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, which is its coalition partner at the 
Centre, over the amendments. Sindh Governor Kamran Tessori played a significant role in ending the deadlock between the PPP 
and MQM-P over the long-standing issue, they added. 
 
While Barrister Wahab said that the next mayor would be the head of KDA, KWSB and SWMB, he did not say whether the mayor 
would also be made responsible for the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA), Lyari and Malir development authorities, mass 
transit authority, environmental protection body, food authority, etc, in the light of the Supreme Court’s Feb 1 verdict. 
 
Local govt elections 
To a question regarding holding of the local government elections in Karachi, the administrator said that talks with the provincial 
election commission were under way for the polls, which were delayed due to an extraordinary situation after unprecedented 
rains and flash floods in the province. 
 
He said that the decision to conduct the local government elections would be taken soon keeping in view all realities on the 
ground as a large number of polling stations were required to be set up with deployment of more staff and law enforcement 
personnel. 
 
The Sindh cabinet also approved the rules for sale, storage, purchase of acid. 
 
Barrister Wahab told reporters that the rules had been designed to prevent the crime of throwing acid on people. 
 
He said that the acid couldn’t be sold to a person under 18 years of age under the under the rules to be made part of the Poisons 
Act, 1919. 
 
Also on Monday, the cabinet upgraded posts of ASI/Drill Instructor from BS-9 to BS-11; Head Constables/Wireless Operator and 
Prison Constable from BS-7 to BS-9. 
(By Tahri Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 01/11/2022) 
 

Local democracy 
 
THE Sindh government recently informed the ECP of its inability to hold local elections soon, citing the shortage of police 

personnel as the key reason. In the same vein, amendments to the Sindh Local 
Government Act were deliberated in the provincial cabinet. 
 
The amendments propose that the Karachi mayor become the chair of the Sindh Solid 
Waste Management Board and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, and lead the 
governing body of the Karachi Development Authority. But these would be cosmetic 
reforms. The provincial administration would still retain control of land allotment and 
development matters, housing, disaster management, urban transportation, law and 
order, building and zoning control, urban and regional planning, heritage, etc. No 
elected local tier will have oversight in these matters. 

 
The trust deficit between local political entities and the provincial administration, their competition for the control of development 
and management initiatives, and the absence of a meaningful dialogue explain this situation. 
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With the exception of the Jamaat-i-Islami, no political party is actively demanding local elections or calling for resource allocations 
for local tiers or better local governance. Electoral success may be a means for the JI to gain ground in other government tiers. 
But despite its efforts, it has not succeeded in making Karachi’s governance a rallying point for the masses. 
 
The MQM, which once styled itself as the sole arbiter of local government (LG), is reeling from internal crises. The PTI, with its 
electoral strength in Karachi, has failed to use its popularity to come up with an agenda for reform. Ironically, Sindh’s ruling party 
may be set to capture the office of mayor with its low-value but high-visibility ventures such as a few public buses and road repair 
works. 
 
Grassroots democracy requires more than cosmetic reforms. 
 
Despite its significance for local governance, no political party has successfully evolved a charter of local democracy which could 
appeal to all. In its heyday, the MQM was tagged as the harbinger of LGs but its focus remained on the urban areas. Interestingly, 
military dictatorships helped instal elected LGs in the country, presumably to project their ‘legitimacy’. In other words, such LGs 
became a façade for ‘democracy’ and enabled despotic regimes to establish basic engagement with the masses. 
 
Elected federal and provincial governments saw the LG tier as a competitor, not a collaborating arm. Each tier of government 
uses power and resources to show performance. High-visibility interventions become the battleground for showing progress, with 
legislators inaugurating street and road works, water supply projects and power supply lines, as well as distributing relief goods 
to publicly project performance. It is ironic that MNAs, MPAs and senators receive development grants to spend on very 
rudimentary municipal tasks.  
 
One needs to rationalise the role of various tiers of government and also question the allocation of development funds to 
legislators. 
 
Present-day governance depends largely on contracting essential tasks to commercial enterprises. Procurement of services, 
management and maintenance tasks, regulatory functions, monitoring and evaluation are important functions where government 
agencies engage private service providers through public procurement laws. 
 
LG institutions require capacity in small- to medium-scale maintenance and development works. Previously, the departments had 
sufficient capacity to undertake basic road repairs, clean sewers and local drains, fix local water supply, parking management, 
allocate spaces for hawkers in public spaces etc. But because of the recruitment of political favourites by different governments 
and a general decline in administrative capacity, the current structure of local institutions may not deliver even through elected 
representatives. Besides the technology of communication, record keeping and routine administration have changed drastically. 
A complete overhaul is required for existing local institutions to keep pace. 
 
The political equation in Karachi can only be balanced through an open dialogue. Under the leadership of the provincial 
government, a ‘Karachi Steering Committee’ can be notified. Such a body is recommended in almost all Karachi development 
plans and can include elected provincial assembly representatives (preferably from various political parties), chief executives of 
service delivery agencies, academia, civil society, media and autonomous agencies. Action should have mutual consensus. 
Power and resource sharing among various tiers of government, training and capacity building of councillors, a ‘Greater Karachi 
Region Plan’ to address present and future needs and a mechanism to address the collective complaints of residents could be a 
starting point. Many of these issues are vital not only for LGs but also the provincial and federal administrations. 
(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 07, 05/11/2022) 
 

All parties look to establishment to gain power, says Rabbani 
 
While mainstream political parties in the country claim to be true democratic forces and entities, former chairman of Senate and 

senior PPP leader Senator Raza Rabbani made a candid admission on Saturday 
that all key political stakeholders “look to the establishment even today” to gain 
power and allow the establishment to violate the Constitution for that objective. 
 
The strong remarks by the PPP stalwart came with the insistence that there was 
‘no exception’ in this even including his own political party, and expressed the 
regret that the powerful establishment in Pakistan was now enjoying a “creeping 
dominance” everywhere. 
 
At the launch of a memoir titled Pakistan in an Age of Turbulence written by former 
ambassador Dr Masuma Hasan held at the Pakistan Institute of International 

Affairs, Senator Rabbani candidly shared his experiences as a political worker, a parliamentarian and a concerned citizen who 
had witnessed the fast eroding space for the true democratic forces in the country. 
 
From the perspective of Ms Hasan’s book, he referred to the state suppression of those segments of society which could have 
built a ‘counter narrative’ and talked about fizzled out culture of tolerance. 
 
Speakers say activism these days is only to pamper status quo 
 
“To achieve this target of suppression,” he said the establishment had made a very loud and clear plan decades ago which was 
still effective and providing the desired results. 
 
“After the fall of Ayub Khan, the establishment sat to rethink what were those factors which brought down the powerful 
government,” he said. 
 
“First it was the student unions which were seen as vanguard of democracy. So they decided to go after that and eventually 
banned the unions. Second thing they saw was building a counter narrative about the culture of coffee houses. So you saw how 
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that cultural space [coffee houses] were targeted across Karachi and Lahore through a deliberate design and it all came to a 
stop. The third one was labour unions. The real platform of struggle and raising voice for rights of the suppressed came to naught.” 
 
Lauding the role of Dr Hasan as a mother, senior bureaucrat and rights activist, former president of the Sindh High Court Bar 
Association Shahab Sarki went back to his student life when he along with his father Nuruddin Sarki personally witnessed her 
struggle when Fatehyab Ali Khan, her husband, who was a lawyer, social and political activist and president of Mazdoor Kisan 
Party, was put behind bars by General Ziaul Haq. 
 
“The key differences in past and present is that, in the past our elders like Masuma Hasan and Fatehyab Ali Khan always 
challenged the status quo while these days we see activism as a way to pamper the status quo.” he said. “This book [memoir of 
Ms Hasan] as I conclude doesn’t only make you aware of the true history or political landscape, but it will also teach you 
experiences and give you inspiration to move forward.” 
 
Calling her mother Sughra Begum, “anchor of my life”, Ms Hasan paid her tribute for her contribution in her personal life and 
professional career. 
 
She also mentioned her father Sarwar Hasan and brother Arif Hasan, who’s a renowned city planner and architect, for their 
supportive role in her success on different fronts of life. 
 
She got quite emotional while mentioning a chapter in her book describing it as the “most painful and sad chapter” of the memoir. 
 
“‘Farewell to Panipat’ [her birthplace] is the most painful and sad chapter of my life and this book. It’s the place where our 
ancestors lived for seven centuries in the same neighbourhood,” she concluded. 
 
Senior journalist Zubeida Mustafa also spoke. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 06/11/2022) 
 

SHC seeks details of police, Rangers strength required for LG polls duty 
 
The Sindh High Court on Thursday expressed its displeasure over the delay by the authorities concerned in holding the local 
government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions and sought details about the strength of police and Rangers personnel 
required for security duty for the polling. 
 
A two-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh directed the advocate general of Sindh to obtain complete 
information about total strength of police and Rangers in the province along with their current deployment. 
 
The bench was hearing the petitions of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Jamaat-i-Islami filed against postponement of the second 
phase of local government elections in Sindh. 
 
In the previous hearing, the Election Commission of Pakistan had informed the SHC that a meeting had been scheduled for Nov 
9 to fix a date for the repeatedly postponed LG elections in Karachi division. 
 
Bench expresses displeasure over delay in holding elections 
 
At the outset of the hearing on Thursday, the ECP informed the bench that such a meeting could not take place as a public 
holiday was declared on Nov 9, and the meeting had now been scheduled for Nov 15. 
 
ECP’s law officer Abdullah Hanjra further submitted that the LG elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions had not been held 
so far as the requisite security deployment was not being made available by the provincial government on the excuse that 
personnel were engaged in flood relief operations. 
 
The bench asked the provincial authorities to explain the utility of police force in flood-affected areas and remarked that whether 
police had undertaken any operation for assistance of flood victims even in one disaster-hit village. 
 
The bench also noted that in the last hearing, it had called reports from the inspector general of Sindh police as well as director 
general of Pakistan Rangers Sindh, but such reports had not been forthcoming as yet. 
 
“Under such circumstances, the learned Advocate General, Sindh is directed to obtain the complete information as to the total 
strength of Police Personnel and Rangers Personnel in the Province alongwith their current deployment(s), as well as the number 
of such Personnel as can be assigned for duty in respect of the aforementioned Local Government Elections,” the bench said in 
its order. 
 
The ECP submitted that it had also asked PTI chief Imran Khan, PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, MQM-P’s Khalid Maqbool 
Siddiqui, JI’s Karachi chief Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, federal interior secretary and provincial police officer Ghulam Nabi Memon 
to attend the meeting on Nov 15 at 10am at ECP office Islamabad. 
 
While adjourning the hearing till Nov 14, the bench directed the provincial election commissioner, chief secretary of Sindh and 
inspector general of Sindh to be present in person at the next hearing. 
 
In the last hearing, the ECP had informed the SHC that the LG elections in Karachi division scheduled for Oct 23 were postponed 
due to non-provision of security as provincial government through a letter asked the ECP that police from other districts were still 
not available due to flood duties for at least three months and 5,000 policemen had been placed at the disposal of IG Islamabad 
for controlling law & order in the federal capital on the request of the interior ministry and police were also engaged in Covid-19 
paediatric vaccine campaign as well as in the 11th International Defence Exhibition & Seminar (IDEAS-2022). 
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The PTI and JI had moved the SHC in August soon after the ECP postponed the LG polls, for a second time, scheduled to be 
held in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions on Aug 28. 
 
Mujahid Colony houses demolition case 
The Sindh High Court on Thursday issued notices to government officials on a petition filed against demolition of houses in 
Mujahid Colony. 
 
The notices were issued to the secretary of local government department, director general of Karachi Development Authority and 
other respondents. 
 
Some residents of the area petitioned the SHC contending that their leased and legal houses were being demolished on the 
pretext of anti-encroachment operation. 
 
The petitioners asserted that they had all legal documents issued by the relevant government departments. 
 
Impleading the secretary of local government, MD of KDA, administrator of Karachi, deputy commissioner of Central, director 
katchi abadis and others as respondents, they sought directives for the respondents to stop the demolition drive and compensate 
the petitioners. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 11/11/2022) 
 

Sindh govt postpones LG polls in Karachi for 90 days 
 
Taking advantage of a clause in the controversial Sindh Local Government Act (SLGA) 2013, the Sindh government has itself 
postponed the local government election in Karachi division for 90 days and communicated it to the Election Commission of 
Pakistan, it emerged on Friday. 
 
The provincial local government department sent a letter to the Sindh election commissioner stating: “The cabinet, by way of 
circulation, approved the proposal to postpone the local government elections 2022 in Karachi division for 90 days. 
 
It said that the postponement was made in terms of second proviso of Section 34 of the SLGA. 
 
The Section 34 (2) reads: “Government shall, in consultation with the Election Commission, make an announcement of the date 
or dates on which the election for the Councils shall be conducted in the Province or part thereof. 
 
ECP to inform SHC about province’s decision on Monday 
 
“Provided that the date or dates of such election shall not be less that sixty days and not more than hundred and twenty days 
from the date of such announcements. Provided further that Government may extend or curtail the period mentioned in this 
section if the circumstances so warrant.” 
 
Although legal experts believed that the provincial government under the said section of the SLGA can only extend or curtail the 
period, but not empowered to postpone the local government elections. 
 
Senior lawyer Akhtar Hussain said that as per the provisions provided in Section 34 of the SLGA, once date of election was 
announced, the same must not be less than 60 days and not more than 120 days and thereafter, the government may extend or 
curtail the period if the circumstances so warrant. 
 
However, he said that the ECP was bound under Article 218 to hold elections and the government had no authority to postpone 
the elections. 
 
Former advocate general Barrister Zameer Ghumro was also of the view that in the light of the provisions available in SLGA, the 
government may extend or curtail the time period, but could not postpone the same. 
 
The provincial authorities communicated the “postponement” to the ECP on the same day when the Sindh High Court had 
expressed displeasure over authorities concerned for repeatedly delaying the LG elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions 
and sought details about number of personnel of police and Rangers required for election duty. 
 
The ECP is bound to hold elections within 120 days following the end of four-year tenure of the local governments in Sindh that 
had expired on Aug 30, 2020. 
 
The first phase of the LG polls in Sindh was successfully held in four divisions — Larkana, Sukkur, Mirpurkhas and Shaheed 
Benazirabad — earlier this year, but the second phase in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions had been postponed thrice since July. 
 
On Oct 18, the ECP for the third time postponed the elections for an indefinite period stating that the decision was made on the 
request of Sindh government, provincial election commissioner and law enforcement agencies till availability of adequate security 
and until further orders. 
 
Several political parties, particularly the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and Jamaat-i-Islami, have already approached the SHC as well 
as the apex court against repeated delay and postponements of LG elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions. 
 
On Nov 10, the ECP had informed the SHC that LG elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions could not be held the requisite 
security deployment was not being made available by the provincial government due to involvement of relevant personnel in flood 
relief operations. 
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When contacted, spokesperson for provincial election commissioner Ali Asghar Sial told Dawn that the SHC was due to take the 
case on Nov 14 and the commission will put the latest development before it. 
 
A meeting of the ECP to decide the fate of the LG polls in Karachi division is also scheduled for Nov 15, he added. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 12/11/2022) 
 

SHC reserves verdict on pleas against delay in local govt elections in Karachi, Hyderabad 
 
The Sindh High Court on Monday reserved its order after hearing all parties in the petitions of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
and Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) against postponement of the local government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad. 
 
A two-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M. Shaikh heard lawyers for the petitioners, Sindh election commissioner, 
inspector general of police, counsel for a proposed intervener and others at length. 
 
At the last hearing, the bench had sought details of the number of personnel of police and Rangers required for election duty as 
well as the total strength of police and paramilitary force in the province along with their current deployment. 
 
At the outset of the hearing on Monday, the advocate general filed reports about the strength and deployment of police and 
Rangers. 
 
IGP tells court 45,000 policemen needed for election duty in city; ECP ready to hold polls in 15 days 
 
Sindh Election Commissioner Ejaz Anwar Chauhan informed the bench that the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) was 
ready to hold the elections, but there was an issue of availability of police to provide security. 
 
When the chief justice asked IGP Ghulam Nabi Memon about the provision of police, he stated that they were facing a shortage 
due to various reasons. 
 
He said that around 25,000 policemen had been deployed during 2015 LG polls in Karachi, but now around 45,000 policemen 
were required for such purpose after incidents of violence were reported during a by-election in Korangi. 
 
In reply to a question of the bench, the provincial election commissioner said the ECP was ready to hold LG election in 15 days. 
 
The provincial law officer submitted that the authorities would provide requisite assistance if the ECP was ready to hold election, 
but they had also highlighted the ground realities. 
 
The counsel for the PTI argued that the ECP had postponed the LG elections thrice on the recommendations of the Sindh 
government on the pretext of the shortage of policemen, but it had sent 6,000 policemen to the federal capital to stop PTI’s long 
march. 
 
The lawyer for the JI contended that the Supreme Court had already dismissed the applications filed by the Muttahia Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) and PTI against the postponement of LG polls. 
 
He sought a directive for the ECP to hold the LG elections immediately. 
 
The MQM-P has approached the SHC to become an intervener in the proceedings and its leaders Wasim Akhtar and Khawaja 
Izahrul Hasan, along with their lawyer, were also present. 
 
Their counsel argued that the LG polls be held after the required amendments were made in the relevant laws in the light of the 
apex court’s judgement. 
 
The police in its report said that the total strength of police was 118,858 and 40,157 personnel were deputed at Karachi range 
and over 19,000 in Hyderabad while more than 18,000 policemen were deputed in flood-hit districts and additionally, a total of 33 
SSPs, 68 DSPs and 7,305 police personnel were also tasked to perform their duties in the flood-affected areas. Over 45,000 
police personnel were required for the LG elections, it added. 
 
The police report further stated that in the light of increased deployment of police demanded by the ECP, it had become difficult 
for the Sindh police to simultaneously provided security to all polling station of Karachi range in the given circumstances. 
 
The report of Rangers stated that there were a total of 24,920 paramilitary troops in Sindh, out of which 1,006 personnel had 
been temporarily deputed for special internal security duty at Islamabad and 14,000 soldiers were posted in Karachi. 
 
It added that the Rangers would perform as “quick response force mode only as second tier responder” during the LG polls; 
around 4,000 paramilitary soldiers would be required for such duties. 
 
The PTI and JI had moved the SHC in August shortly after the ECP had postponed for the second time the LG polls scheduled 
to be held in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions on Aug 28. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 13/11/2022) 
 

‘Announce LG polls date in 15 days’, SHC orders ECP 
 
The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Friday directed the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to announce the date for local 
government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad within 15 days and to complete the election process within two months. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1720987/shc-reserves-verdict-on-pleas-against-delay-in-local-govt-elections-in-karachi-hyderabad


KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION (KMC) 
 

20 
 

“We would not go so far as to dictate the date…but would note that the ECP may notify the polling date, preferably within a period 
of 15 days from the date of this order,” the court said adding that the polling process preferably conclude the overall exercise “in 
any event within a total period of 60 days.” 
 
A two member bench headed by Sindh Chief Justice Ahmed Ali M Shaikh and comprising Justice Yousuf Ali Sayeed disposed 
of the petitions Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) regarding the delays in the local bodies’ elections in 
Karachi and Hyderabad. 
 
“Allegorically, much water has flowed since the advent of the floods, and it is questionable whether the continued preoccupation 
of law enforcement personnel in relief operations remains so emergent with the efflux of time as to constitute a valid cause for 
their being withheld from election duty,” read the 16-page verdict,” read the verdict. 
 
In its verdict the court ordered the Sindh government to provide security and other facilities to the election commission. The 
judgment mandates that the chief secretary and IG Sindh take necessary actions for the smooth conduct of the elections. 
 
 “…indeed, no less is expected, for as cogs in the wheel of democracy, it is their (Sindh government’s) overarching obligation to 
find a way of advancing the democratic process,” the verdict said. 
 
The bench observed that Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) stance on delaying local bodies’ elections makes no 
sense and has no logic. 
 
The court in a 16-page written verdict ordered the election commission to announce the polling date within 15 days and to finish 
the election process within two months. 
 
MQM-P had taken a stand that elections should not be held until the necessary legislation, constituencies, and voters’ lists are 
corrected. 
 
MQM-P also said that elections should not be held unless local governments and constituencies are given authority. 
 
The MQM's proposals lack a strong argument. Therefore, there is no justification for postponing elections based on this stance. 
 
The bench said Sindh government delayed the polls on pretext of flood and lack of security however the provincial government 
was supposed to devise a solution after such a lengthy period. The lack of security cannot be used as an excuse to postpone 
elections continuously. 
 
The petition stated that the government of Sindh is purposefully postponing the issue involving constituencies. Municipal elections 
must be held within 120 days of the expiry of the term of local bodies. 
 
For local body elections, new ballot papers should be printed. A neutral administrator ought to take the charge as political 
administrator, Murtaza Wahab's place. 
 
It may be recalled that Karachi and Hyderabad were scheduled to hold the second round of municipal elections on July 24. 
 
However, the Sindh administration excused for not providing security due to the flooding and lack of police presence. Following 
that, the local body elections were rescheduled for August 28. 
 
Moreover the election did not take place on that day, the date was again set as October 23. However, the polls were postponed 
for the third time. In this regard, the election commission has also reserved its decision regarding local body elections in Karachi. 
 
The Sindh Chief Justice said in the verdict that allegorically, much water has flowed since the advent of the floods, and it is 
questionable whether the continued preoccupation of law enforcement personnel in relief operations remains so emergent with 
the efflux of time as to constitute a valid cause for their being withheld from election duty. 
 
He said the election has now been repeatedly postponed for almost four months on that pretext, with a definite future date still 
not being in sight. Suffice it to say that there has been considerable time for an appropriate solution to have been found 
 
Fighting for ‘empowered LG representatives 
Former mayor of Karachi and the deputy convener of MQM Pakistan, Waseem Akhter has said: “We are struggling for the powers 
of the local body representatives.” 
 
He was talking to the members of party’s coordination committee at the central office in Bahadurabd on Friday. 
 
He said, the decision given by the Sindh High Court (SHC) seems against the empowered local government system. He said that 
there are flaws and gerrymandering in the voters lists and constituencies because of which we went to the Election Commission 
and the High Court.” 
 
He sais, “The clear decision of the Supreme Court is that there should be a local authority, but it has not been implemented till 
date. We are struggling for the powers of the local body representatives. Moreover, we are also fighting for justice.” 
 
Waseem said that on the petitions submitted by PTI and Jamaat-e-Islami, we presented our stand before the court and the 
decision given by the High Court seems against the local government system. 
 
MQM Pakistan also wants early elections. If constituencies are fixed today, elections should be held tomorrow. We have to 
strengthen the local councils. We cannot tolerate a system in which the mayor has no powers. 
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Speaking on the occasion, the deputy convener Khwaja Izharul Hasan said that more than 17 local government departments and 
civil institutions are not under the mayor. After four years of continuous struggle, the provincial court refused to accept the decision 
given by the Supreme Court. 
 
‘PPP, MQM scared of defeat’ 
Khurram Sher Zaman, Parliamentary Leader of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in the Sindh Assembly, has claimed that the PPP and 
the MQM do not want local government (LG) elections in the province because the two parties are scared of a “historic defeat.” 
 
While speaking to the media outside the Sindh High Court (SHC) on Friday, Zaman said that the PTI had moved the court two 
months ago for the conduct of LG elections, but the PPP-led Sindh government has turned the exercise into a spectacle. “The 
LG elections would put an end to the politics of the two parties,” Zaman claimed. 
 
In the second phase of LG elections in Sindh, balloting has to be held in seven districts of Karachi and nine districts of Hyderabad. 
However, the exercise has been postponed thrice by the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on the request of the Sindh 
government. 
 
PTI Karachi President Bilal Ghaffar and MPA Firdous Shamim Naqvi also accompanied Zaman at the media talk. 
 
“The Sindh High Court (SHC) has ordered the ECP to announce a LG polls schedule within two weeks,” he said. “We hope that 
the court orders will be implemented, but we also know that the PPP will again try to make up an excuse to run away from the 
polls,” he added. 
 
Zaman said that the Sindh police was busy stopping PTI’s long march in Islamabad while more than 100 people have been killed 
in Karachi this year. He said that if the LG elections are held, then the mayors of Karachi and Hyderabad would be from PTI.” 
 
He accused the PPP and MQM of extending step-motherly treatment to the two major cities like a stepmother. 
 
JI welcomes 'historical decision' 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Karachi chief Engr Hafiz Naeemur Rehman has welcomed the Sindh High Court's orders to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan for announcement of date within 15 days for holding local government elections in Karachi. 
 
The JI leader dubbed the verdict as historical while he was addressing a press conference held at Idara Noor-e-Haq, the JI 
Karachi headquarters, here on Friday. The verdict came as the court issued a detailed ruling on the petition tabled by the JI. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, he demanded of the ECP to issue final date for the polls in accordance with the court orders. 
 
Rehman also demanded of the election commission to bind the PPP government in Sindh to take all necessary in order to hold 
local government elections as soon as possible. 
 
He said that the ECP has already scheduled to announce the verdict on the same issue on November 22. He recalled that the JI 
had represented aspirations of Karachiites at a recent hearing by the ECP over local bodies polls in Karachi, whereas, he said, 
the Pakistan People Party and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan had opposed to holding the local government polls in 
the city. 
 
Bursting the bubble of the MQM-P narrative, he said that the MQM- wants to get the polls cancelled on the basis of delimitations 
and flawed census. He added that it was the same MQM that had jointly notified the flawed results of the census, cutting the 
population of Karachi to half, despite strong unrest prevailing among Karachiites against the injustice. 
 
He said that the MQM did nothing to get the issue of delimitations resolved, instead the party leadership always bargained for its 
own monetary and political gains. 
(By Nasir Butt The Express Tribune, 04, 19/11/2022) 
 

Karachi, Hyderabad LG elections 
 
Residents of Sindh’s two largest cities will finally get to vote for their chosen representatives at the local government level after 
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) announced that polling will be held on January 15, barely seven weeks from today. 
The announcement is a relief for residents of Karachi and Hyderabad who have seen elections delayed — first due to the 
devastating summer floods, and then due to a combination of security concerns and continuing concentration of government 
resources and manpower on flood relief. 
 
While most political parties accepted the initial postponements as being necessary — the damage and destruction caused by the 
floods was visible to everyone — the Sindh government’s inexplicable decision to announce an indefinite delay forced the 
opposition parties’ hands, leading to cases being filed in the ECP. The focus of criticism was on the legality of the continuing 
delays, since under the law elections must be held within 120 days of assemblies being dissolved — whether prematurely or after 
completing their full term. However, while the PPP-led Sindh government claimed that the delay was necessary because its 
resources were still stretched thin due to flood relief efforts, opposition leaders insisted that the ruling party was afraid of the 
polling day consequences of public scorn for the party due to its role in the ruling federal coalition, which has been taking heat 
because of the back-breaking inflation and other economic concerns. 
 
The ECP’s verdict, meanwhile, made it clear that the electoral watchdog thought the delays were intentional rather than 
unavoidable, while also ensuring that the announced date complies with the recent Sindh High Court verdict on scheduling the 
elections and the ECP’s own past precedent. Whatever the truth, we will see whether the predicted consequences actually do 
come about early next year. 
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In the meantime, the provincial bureaucracy has about two months to follow up on the extensive orders given by the ECP to get 
polling stations ready, appoint election officials, transport polling material, and make security arrangements. But while the federal 
government also got orders from the ECP to ensure that law enforcement agencies under its control depute enough staff to 
supplement Sindh’s own security officials, there have already been suggestions that The PTI’s agitation in Punjab and Islamabad 
may create a situation where Islamabad has to refuse orders to assist, creating a new legal imbroglio. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 25/11/2022) 
 

Involvement of NHA officials in M6 land scam case can’t be ruled out, says Wahab 
 
The provincial government has decided to approach the federal government for issuance of a red notice for the arrest of an 
absconding deputy commissioner allegedly involved in the Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway land scam case. 
 
Speaking at a press conference on Monday, Sindh government’s spokesman and chief minister’s law adviser Murtaza Wahab 
said that involvement of officials of the National Highway Authority (NHA) could not be ruled out in the mega corruption scandal. 
 
He said that a deputy commissioner or acting commissioner could not have embezzled such a big amount alone. 
 
He said that so far Rs420 million had been recovered and further inquiry into the matter was going on. 
 
Barrister Wahab, who is also administrator of Karachi, said that the DC-Naushahro Feroze, Tashfeen Alam, had fled the country 
on Nov 18. “The anti-corruption establishment [ACE] has registered a case pertaining to the scam and his [Alam] name is included 
in the FIR,” he added. 
 
Says federal govt to be approached for issuance of red notice against absconding DC 
 
He said that DC Alam, among several others, had been accused of being involved in suspicious transactions of over Rs2bn 
meant for acquiring land for the M6 Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway project. 
 
He said that since the FIR was based on a comprehensive fact-finding report, it had been decided that the ACE would approach 
the federal government so that a red warrant for the former DC was issued via Interpol. 
 
The administrator said that the provincial government had taken timely action to prevent further irregularities in the matter as the 
funds allocated for the project had frozen in six districts of the province. 
 
He said that while a joint investigation team (JIT) probed the matter, the provincial government directed that motorway funds in 
six districts — Matiari, Khairpur, Shaheed Benazirabad, Naushahro Feroze, Sukkur and Hyderabad — should be frozen and no 
payments were to be made so as not to cause any further loss to the exchequer. 
 
He said the JIT submitted its report to the Sindh government on Nov 17 which highlighted “glaring irregularities”. 
 
An FIR was then lodged in Matiari and the DC and relevant assistant commissioner were arrested, he said, adding that some 
employees of Sindh Bank, from where the M6 project’s funds were withdrawn, had also been taken into custody. 
 
Referring to the fact-finding inquiry regarding the misappropriation of lands in Matiari, he said that the chief minister had ordered 
action against all alleged fraudsters. 
 
Barrister Wahab said that the assistant commissioner allegedly involved in the land scam had obtained bail. He said that some 
bank officials had been detained and grilled, while some private people were also involved. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 06/12/2022) 
 

Muttahida-PPP deal leads to removal of Wahab as Karachi administrator 
 
As a result of an understanding between the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan, a senior 
bureaucrat replaced Barrister Murtaza Wahab as administrator of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) on Thursday. 
The key decision came just five weeks before the date of much-delayed local government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad 
divisions. 
 
A notification issued by the Sindh local government secretary said that Dr Saif ur Rehman, an officer of BPS-20 who was serving 
as principal secretary to the Sindh governor, appointed as Karachi administrator with immediate effect by accepting the 
resignation of Barrister Wahab that he tendered in September after the Sindh High Court issued a restraining order against 
collection of a controversial tax through electricity bills. 
 
Some political observers believe that by appointing a civil servant as the city administrator, the ruling PPP has tried to kill two 
birds with one stone as the MQM-P had been demanding that the key post be given to a person of its choice for which it forwarded 
the name of its deputy convener Abdul Wasim. 
 
‘Apolitical administrator on parties demand’ 
Barrister Wahab, who is also the spokesman for the Sindh government as well as chief minister’s law adviser, said that a non-
political administrator was generally demanded by political parties and the move was expected to be welcomed by all 
stakeholders. 
 
“From Jamaat-i-Islami to Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, we all know everyone was aggressively demanding a non-political 
administrator for Karachi,” he said while speaking to Dawn. “I think that all the parties should be happy with this decision.” 
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He said he was informed on Thursday that the resignation he gave in September had been accepted. “So it’s a positive move 
and I think that Dr Saif would continue to serve till next local government elections” 
 
The Election Commission has fixed January 15 for the local government polls in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions. 
 
Barrister Wahab was appointed as the Karachi administrator in August 2021 to look after the administrative and municipal affairs 
of the city before the local government elections. 
 
However, the decision to appoint a political administrator had triggered a strong reaction from the then PTI-led federal government 
and its allies. While serving as the Karachi administrator, Barrister Wahab continued to serve as the chief minister’s law adviser 
and the spokesman for the provincial government. 
 
Parties’ silence 
However, when it comes to reacting to the appointment of Dr Saif as city administrator, major opposition political parties, like 
Jamaat-i-Islami and Pak Sarzameen Party, which always remained critical of the Sindh government on issues of local 
administration and municipal organisations, interestingly preferred to remain silent on the new appointment, giving the impression 
that they do not have any serious objection. 
 
However, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf not only criticised the move, but also ‘condemned’ the appointment of Dr Saif while calling 
it a ‘blatant pre-poll rigging’ and a ‘fixed match’ between the PPP and the MQM-P. 
 
“This appointment is unacceptable to PTI at any cost,” announced PTI parliamentary party leader in the Sindh Assembly Khurrum 
Sher Zaman in a statement. “This appointment is blatant pre-poll rigging and a fixed match between the PPP and MQM.” 
 
“It’s obvious that by appointing Dr Saif as Karachi administrator both parties are expecting him to accommodate them during the 
entire election process. We are concerned that district administrators will also be decided by the PPP and MQM, which is another 
dirty trick to rig the elections in their favour,” he said. 
 
He vowed to approach the Sindh High Court to challenge the appointment and asked the ECP to “clear its position” whether it’s 
“part of this dirty game of pre-poll rigging or not”. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 09/12/2022) 
 

Over 60,000 policemen to perform LG polls duty in Karachi, Hyderabad 
 
The Sindh police would need more than 60,000 personnel to perform security duty on the day of polling, January 15, for the local 
government (LG) elections in Karachi and Hyderabad. The police have already prepared a security plan for the elections. 
 
The assessment emerged during a briefing to the Sindh Inspector General of Police Ghulam Nabi Memon at a meeting held on 
Thursday regarding the LG elections in 16 districts of Karachi and Hyderabad divisions. The chief secretary of Sindh Dr 
Mohammad Sohail Rajput chaired the meeting at the Sindh Secretariat. 
 
Provincial election commissioner 
Provincial Election Commissioner Ejaz Anwar Chauhan, Home Secretary Saeed Ahmed Magnejo, Karachi Commissioner 
Mohammad Iqbal Memon, Additional IG Karachi Javed Alam Odho and others attended the meeting. 
 
The Hyderabad commissioner and deputy commissioners of the districts concerned also participated in the meeting through 
video link. 
 
The participants reviewed security and other arrangements for the second phase of local government elections in the province. 
 
“The local government elections will be held in 4,995 polling stations of Karachi and 3,971 polling stations of Hyderabad and 
close-circuit television (CCTV) cameras will be installed at 1,675 polling stations in Karachi and 1,015 highly sensitive polling 
stations in Hyderabad division,” a statement issued after the meeting quoted the chief secretary as saying. 
 
The Sindh government, he said, was creating an environment of peace for transparent, fair and secure elections in line with 
directives of the Election Commission of Pakistan. 
 
Provincial Election Commissioner Ejaz Anwar Chauhan briefed the meeting about the arrangements made by the commission in 
this regard. 
 
“A security plan has been prepared for the LG elections. Some 38,233 in Karachi and 24,000 policemen in Hyderabad will perform 
security duties,” the Sindh IG told the meeting. 
 
The deputy commissioners separately briefed the participants about security and transport plan in their respective districts and 
the overall situation of polling stations. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 16/12/2022) 
 

Tug of war: PPP, MQM still at odds over delimitation process 
 
Local body elections in Sindh have been plagued by numerous delays and now finally the second phase is set to be held in 
January but the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), who are part of the coalition at the 
centre, are yet to see eye-to-eye regarding the delimitation process. 
 
The MQM has already rejected the delimitations held by the PPP led Sindh government and the Election Commission (EC) in 
Karachi and has termed the process as unfair. However, it is not just MQM which is not satisfied with the delimitations but other 
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political parties and independent observers have criticised the process as well. In this regard, Researcher and Regional Planner, 
Dr Syed Nawaz-ul-Huda, alleged that the PPP had engaged in gerrymandering in cahoots with the EC. 
 
“Gerrymandering is to manipulate boundaries of electoral constituencies to benefit one party, which is the PPP in this case,” 
opined Dr Huda. Wherever the PPP has influence and a vote-bank, the number of Union Councils (UCs), contrary to the 
population, are higher as opposed to the areas where the PPP does not enjoy support, as per Dr Huda. “For instance, 8 UCs 
have been formed for Organi Town which has a population of about 700,000. In contrast, Mominabad Town which has a 
population of roughly 471,000 has been allocated UCs.” The regional planner further said that the manner in which the UCs have 
been drawn up are against the by-laws of the EC itself. 
 
“UCs have been formed by crossing the Green Line at different places in District Central and have been formed by crossing 
Rashid Minhas Road in District East. All these steps indicate that the ruling party wants to benefit itself to the max,” remarked Dr 
Huda, adding that the EC has stood by and let the illegalities happen. Advisor to Sindh’s Chief Minister (CM), Waqar Mehdi, when 
asked about the allegations, denied any wrongdoing on the part of the PPP or the EC. 
 
“The EC is an independent institution which has carried out the delimitations at its own discretion. The PPP or Sindh government 
have not put any sort of pressure on them. We only fixed the population standard for the UCs, which is about 60,000 to 75,000 
people, because this is the legal right of the provincial government,” explained Mehdi. He further said that those who were 
opposed to the delimitations had approached the courts already and had been told that the local body elections should be held 
as per the current delimitations. 
 
However, sources within the MQM and PPP told the Express Tribune that the top leadership of both the parties are currently 
discussing the re-delimitation of local body constituencies on a fair basis. They further disclosed that if both parties reach a 
conclusion and the EC is in agreement with the formation of constituencies then the local bodies elections to be held on January 
15 would be delayed by a further 2 to 3 months. Mehdi, the CM’s Advisor, was asked about these developments. 
 
“The local body elections will be held on time. I do not have any knowledge of whether there have been any discussions regarding 
delimitation,” he replied. Therefore, the Express Tribune contacted provincial ministers Saeed Ghani and Nasir Hussain Shah as 
well as MQM leader Waseem Akhtar to get an update on the local bodies election but did not hear back from them. The Express 
Tribune also contacted the Spokesperson for the EC but did not hear back from him either. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 19/12/2022) 
 

Setback for MQM-P as ECP wants order to appoint administrators withdrawn 
 
The Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan may suffer a setback as the Election Commission of Pakistan on Wednesday asked 
the Sindh government to reverse the appointment of three government officers, said to be party loyalists, as administrators of 
Hyderabad and Karachi’s East and Korangi districts. 
 
On Dec 19, the provincial government had appointed Muhammad Farooque, Syed Shakeel Ahmed and Muhammad Sharif as 
the administrators of Hyderabad Municipal Corporation and district municipal corporations of Korangi and East districts in line 
with an agreement between the Pakistan Peoples Party and MQM-P. 
 
Prior to their appointment, Mr Farooque and Mr Ahmed had been working as administrator of Worker Model School, SITE 
Hyderabad, and Korangi, respectively. Mr Sharif had earlier been working as director-charged parking at the DMC-Central. 
 
However, their appointment is criticised by opposition parties, which termed it a pre-poll rigging attempt as local government 
elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions were scheduled to be held on Jan 15. 
 
On Wednesday, the office of the provincial election commissioner in a letter addressed to the local government secretary said 
that ECP, through a notification issued on June 10, had imposed a ban on transfer/ posting during the conduct of local government 
elections. 
 
It directed the local government secretary to either withdraw the order or kept it in abeyance till the culmination of the second 
phase of the local government elections in Karachi and Hyderabad divisions. 
 
The letter reminded the government of an earlier ECP notification that states: “For Divisions in respect of which Election schedule 
of Local Government Elections has been issued no transfer / posting of the Government Officers and Officials including those of 
autonomous bodies/ Authorities shall be made without prior approval of the Commission till the publication of Election Results”. 
 
Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) leader Ali Zaidi said in a tweet that the ECP ordered withdrawal of the notification 
appointing administrators. 
 
Earlier in the day, he told a press conference that his party had written a letter to the chief secretary and informed him that the 
newly-appointed administrators were affiliated with the MQM-P. 
 
He said that the appointment of such officers as administrators around 20 days before the LG polls was blatant pre-poll rigging. 
 
Also, the Sindh United Party (SUP) raised concerns over the appointment of administrators and Hyderabad commissioner before 
the LG polls. 
 
SUP chairman and convener of the Sindh Action Committee Syed Jalal Mehmood Shah demanded that the ECP declare null 
and void the appointment orders of the new administrator and Hyderabad commissioner. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 22/12/2022) 
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