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Week past Eid, sacrificial animals in Karachi are gone, remains are not 
 

Heaps of filthy garbage, stinking offal and animal remains 
littering the city since Eidul Azha have exposed the 
performance of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board and 
its garbage disposal contracting firms, as the stench from 
garbage dumps has enveloped almost every part of the 
metropolis that is bound to spread diseases. 
 
The city of Quaid, by and large, has worn an extremely filthy 
look with stinking environment since Eidul Azha, and the 
situation aggravated with a new spell of monsoon rains on 
Sunday when offal and animal remains were seen either 
floating in ponds and puddles or lying soaked in different 
localities as the SSWMB and its contractors failed to remove 
garbage and filth from the city to designated landfill sites. 
 

The SSWMB, however, on Saturday, had claimed that it had removed a total of 92,535 tonnes of garbage, offal and animal 
remains, and transported them to the landfill sites during the first four days of the Eidul Azha. It said that 18,520 tonne garbage 
was removed from district East, 13,349 tonne from South, 8,303 tonne from Malir, 10,177 tonne from West, 11,163 tonne from 
Keamari, 13,304 tonne from Korangi and 17,717 tonne from district Central. 
 
The SSWMB said that 36,602 tonne of garbage was transported to Jam Chakru, 28,403 tonne to Gond Pass and 20,585 tonne 
to Shrafi Goth in landfill sites. 
 
City stinks as rainwater mixes with offal 
 
Despite the official claims, loads of garbage and filth littered several areas in the downtown and old town in district South such 
as Kharadar, Mithadar, Ranchore Line and Burns Road leading to a great deal of inconvenience to people, especially elderly and 
women who had to toddle over the makeshift passages of blocks and stones in stagnant and stinking water. 
 
An elderly woman, resident of Bohra Pir locality near Ranchore Line, said that the stagnant rainwater had become so filthy and 
stinking that she had to keep windows of her flat closed most of the time. 
 
Another resident of Burns Road said that the lanes and streets in the locality had become very filthy as offal and animal remains 
were still lying in ponds and puddles. 
 
“The stagnant rainwater and oozing sewage in front of the Sobraj Maternity Hospital has been there since the first drop of 
monsoon rain, but no authorities are there to clear the way to the hospital,” he deplored. 
 
Sources in the municipal bodies said that the SSWMB’s contracting firm failed to remove offal and garbage from 70 per cent 
areas of districts East and South as they did not put in gear their entire machinery for disposal of garbage. 
 
They said that the contracting firm had dumped half of the machinery and vehicles in Mehmoodabad Workshop in Mehmoodabad 
and KMC Workshop in district South. 
 
An official of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, who did not wish to be named, said that effective garbage disposal could not 
be carried out due to lack of machinery and staff. “The entire city has been stinking due to garbage,” he added. 
 
A resident of district Central said that garbage bins were filled to capacity and piles of garbage had littered the whole district. 
 
“Piles of garbage can be seen along the streets and unauthorised garbage dens in the district,” said a resident of North Karachi, 
adding that only nominal door-to-door rickshaws were being used to fill the garbage bins with more and more garbage which was 
not being removed timely. 
 
In many areas, choked sewerage lines added to the miseries of people, while open manholes posed threats to them. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 18/07/2022) 

 
Garbage station poses health hazards 

 
The garbage station on Malir River along the Shaheed-e-Millat Expressway poses serious health hazard to the thousands of 
people residing in the area because of ever rising mountains of trash piling up at the site. 
 
Rainwater has accumulated at the garbage station due to which the process to haul almost 20,000 tonnes of trash daily has 
stopped, KMC Director Garbage Transfer Station, Syed Aftab Ali. 
 
Hundreds of trucks haul tonnes of garbage to the landfill site in Jam Chakro, Surjani Town, but the process has stopped and the 
mounds of garbage are increasing by the day, Aftab Ali said while talking to The Express on Thursday. 
 
He said, "As many as 500 vehicles are used to collect trash from the entire East district. Then the trash is transferred to the landfill 
site near Surjani Town through dumber trucks." 
 
He further mentioned that a project to produce electricity from waste is under consideration for the future. 
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He said, "Because of the water, accumulated at the garbage station and the overflowing river after recent rains, the waste is 
dumped at a limited area making huge heaps of garbage which is producing nauseating stench on the Expressway. 
 
He said, "We have informed the higher authorities about the situation and hopefully the problem will be solved soon after which 
the normal routine of transferring garbage to the landfill site near Surjani will begin." 
 
The recent monsoon rains have destroyed the sewerage infrastructure of Karachi as it could not sustain the huge flow of rainwater 
and the stinking sewage and slush oozed out on the roads and streets, creating problems for citizens. 
 
According to details, municipal bodies opened up manholes to drain out the rainwater in an attempt to hide their incompetence. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 05/08/2022) 
 

Efficient garbage collection a distant reality 
 
Swarms of flies circle the garbage that has been sitting in containers across Karachi, as residents continue to await the 
appearance of Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB) staff to rid their locality of the stench. 
 
Aided in part by the monsoon downpour, heaps of garbage have begun appearing all across the metropolis, which apart from 
being a filthy sight for the eyes has led residents to believe that they are on their own. 
 
Mukaram Mustafa, a resident of Gulshan Iqbal Block Four, believes that his hopes of getting any sort of service from the provincial 
administration are long gone. “I have not seen a single staff member of SSWMB going door to door collecting garbage. In fact, 
SSWMB has not come to our area at all.” Mustafa, like the others in his area, are now relying on private sanitation workers to get 
rid of the piles of trash. Babar Shaheen, a resident of Orangi Town in District West, finds himself in a similar predicament as 
Mustafa. 
 
“The SSWMB workers are not reliable at all. They show up some days and then disappear for weeks. I had to hire private sanitary 
workers to pick up our garbage.” Apart from residents being dissatisfied with SSWMB’s work, Zulfiqar Ali Shah, President of the 
Sajjan Union, which represents sanitation workers, has a bone to pick with the waste disposal company as well. “SSWMB is busy 
in its publicity campaign instead of doing any actual sanitation work,” Shah remarked bluntly. 
 
He was of the view that the garbage disposal company worked when it wanted to and there was no truth to its claims of collecting 
garbage door to door. Shah went a step further and alleged that SSWMB staff when it worked kept itself busy by collecting money 
from people for disposing of trash instead of providing a free service. “This organisation is a huge failure.” However, SSWMB 
Executive Director Operational, Tariq Nizamani, disagrees stating that they were responsible for collecting 9,000 tons of waste 
from municipal areas and were doing a good job. 
 
“SSWMB was established because of Karachi’s sanitation issues and we have vastly improved waste collection in the city.” When 
told that citizens had alleged that there was no actual door to door collection, Nizamani informed that SSWMB had contracted 
three Chinese companies for the sanitation work which in turn had purchased 300 to 400 rickshaws to make sure that staff can 
easily go to every house. “It is mandatory for our staff to go door to door and provide the service free of charge.” But Mohammad 
Akhtar, a resident of Peer Ilahi Buksh (PIB) Colony in District East, concurring with Shah’s views, alleged that there’s zero truth 
to the organisation’s claims. “Only once have I seen a rickshaw of the SSWMB picking up the garbage in a street of our area in 
the last year.” 
 
Akhtar further added that all claims about the service being free were false as well. Nizamani, when informed about the resident’s 
plight, suggested that those who were dissatisfied with the service could file complaints on the company’s mobile application. “If 
any of our staff is negligent, citizens should inform us so that we can take it up with the contracted companies and freeze their 
payment,” Nizamani told The Express Tribune. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 04, 06/08/2022) 
 

SSWMB told to improve city’s garbage disposal situation 
 
Sindh Local Government Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah and Secretary Syed Najam Ahmad Shah on Friday made a detailed 
visit to various areas of the city to review ongoing development projects in the city, routes of Peoples Bus Service, road repairing 
works and the sanitation condition. 
 
The minister directed the managing director of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMN) for improving the sanitation 
situation all over the city and directed relevant officials for repairing the roads affected by torrential rains. 
 
He also instructed officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to improve the water supply across the city. 
 
During the visit, the minister inspected several areas, including Malir, Khokhrapar, Shah Faisal Colony, Korangi crossing and 
causeway, and ordered to speed up the ongoing uplift works. 
 
He also inspected the route of the People’s Bus Service from Khokhrapar to Tower and gave necessary instructions to the 
technical staff present on the spot. 
 
Speaking to the media, the LG minister said the bus service was a memorable gift of the Sindh government to the people of 
Karachi because it provided the best travel facilities to the residents living in all areas of the city. 
 
He said the development work on three routes of the Peoples Bus Service had been started for the public convenience and the 
development on four more routes would be extensively started immediately after Ashura. 
 
Both the LG minister and secretary also visited imambargahs. 
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The minister ordered the district administration to take special care of the Muharram procession routes. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 06/08/2022) 
 

Accumulated waste 
 
Following the recent monsoon spell, heaps of garbage have cropped up in different parts of the country. These filthy sights are 
not new to cities like Lahore and Karachi, which have long struggled with waste management. Karachiites complained about the 
failure of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SSWB) to collect garbage and dispose of it regularly. Even though SSWB 
officials claimed to have removed at least 9,000 tonnes of waste from municipal areas, residents of most localities say they have 
never seen SSWB workers visit their localities to remove garbage. Resultantly, residents are on their own and most have resorted 
to hiring private sanitation workers to get rid of garbage piles. 
 
The Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC) has also drawn significant criticism from residents for failing to remove 
garbage. Last year, at least 7,000 spots across Lahore were accumulated with garbage, which compelled LWMC to purchase 
more containers and vehicles. Consequently, Karachi and Lahore have both ranked among the ten most polluted cities in the 
world with other Pakistani cities edging closer to the list. Lahore’s worsening smog situation in winters can be partly attributed to 
the rising pollution in the city. Garbage piles in residential areas have raised the risks of disease spread and caused a constant 
stench. 
 
Despite allocating billions of rupees and collaborating with foreign companies, both large cities and small towns are inundated 
with garbage piles. The provincial government’s disregard for citizens’ complaints coupled with the absence of regulatory checks 
and mismanagement have allowed these organisations to get away with their malpractices. With the growing threat of climate 
change, provincial authorities must work with the municipal administration to tackle solid waste management issues. Citizens 
must also realise their responsibility and dispose of garbage in designated areas to avoid creating landfill sites in residential 
areas. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 14, 08/08/2022) 
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