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Japanese firm proposes ferry service from Do Darya to Port Qasim 
 
A Japanese company has proposed to Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah the idea of starting a ferry service from Do 
Darya in Clifton to Port Qasim along with the development of other water sports facilities at different barrages and lakes in the 
province, it emerged on Tuesday. 
 
Official sources said that the proposal was presented by Yamaha Japan’s Yoshiyuki ITO, who is responsible for Central Asia and 
the Middle East, during a meeting with the CM on Tuesday. 
 
They said that the CM told the Japanese company official that there was a great scope to develop water sports facilities at 
Keenjhar, Guddu, Sukkur and Kotri Barrages in collaboration with Yamaha Pakistan. 
 
Mr Shah said that these facilities could be established through the private sector. 
 
The visiting Yamaha representative told the CM that a ferry service could be established from Do Darya to Port Qasim for transport 
facilities and recreation. 
 
Murad highlights scope of developing water sports facilities at Keenjhar, Guddu, Sukkur and Kotri barrages 
 
He said that Yahama WaveRunners, technically known as Personal Watercraft (PWC) or water scooters, were the best sports. 
 
It may be recalled that the CM had earlier said that the development of a jetty at Seaview was being planned to start ferry service 
from the Clifton area to the newly developed Manora waterfront beach. 
 
However, sources said that work on the development of the jetty had yet to start. 
 
Sports facilities for Special Olympics 
Meanwhile, the CM said that the provincial government would establish special sports facilities for the Special Olympics and 
create employment opportunities in the province. 
 
He also announced the hiring of Special Olympian Safeer Abid, a cyclist, as an Information technology (IT) official in CM House, 
as he also has expertise in the IT sector. 
 
He made this announcement in his meeting with a 36-member delegation of Special Olympians, who were invited to CM House 
along with their coaches. The meeting was attended by Social Welfare Minister Sajid Jokhio, CM Special Assistant on Sports 
Arbab Lutfullah, Chief Secretary Sohail Rajput, and provincial secretaries. 
 
The CM was told that Team Special Olympics Pakistan (SOP) joined the global stage for the Special Olympics World Games 
(SOWG) in Berlin 2023, held in June 2023. The SOWG is the world’s largest inclusive sports event. 
 
Mr Shah was told that the SOP participated in these games with a delegation of 128 members, 87 athletes, including 53 males 
and 34 females, and 30 coaches in the 11 sports. 
 
These 11 sports included athletics, badminton, basketball, bocce, cycling, football, powerlifting, swimming, table tennis, tennis, 
and field hockey, and Team SOP won 10 gold medals, 29 silver medals, and 40 bronze medals. 
 
Addressing the special sportspersons, the CM said that his government would develop world-class sports facilities with different 
courts for the Special Olympics. 
 
He directed the chief secretary to identify the land where the sports complex could be established. “The provincial government 
would provide you [the Special Olympics] with all the facilities, assistance, and employment opportunities so that you can lead a 
respectable life without depending on others,” he said. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 05/07/2023) 

 
Bumpy road ahead as rising cost, falling rupee hit BRT Red Line construction 

 
The Sindh government on Thursday formed a committee to resolve various issues related to mega transport schemes, including 

the multi-million dollar BRT Red Line project, after contractors demanded heavy 
increase in the estimated cost, officials and sources privy to the projects told Dawn 
on Thursday. 
 
The government is faced with a serious challenge of completing the BRT Red Line 
project amid fast-escalating cost of construction materials and depreciating value of 
Pak rupee, the sources said. 
 
They said that the estimated cost of BRT Red Line had emerged as a fresh challenge 
for the authorities, who wanted to expedite the construction of the project on fast 

tracks to avoid delays in completion, which would increase its cost ‘by a significant margin’. 
 
To review the progress made so far and fresh challenges, the officials said, Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass 
Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon chaired a meeting with senior officials of the department and decided to form a committee, to be 
headed by the transport secretary. 
 
Body formed to look into pricing issues with contractors and monitor work on the project 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1763011/japanese-firm-proposes-ferry-service-from-do-darya-to-port-qasim
https://www.dawn.com/news/1763388/bumpy-road-ahead-as-rising-cost-falling-rupee-hit-brt-red-line-construction
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“The committee would review the daily progress of the project,” said a source citing the decisions taken at the meeting. 
 
“And importantly, it would also look into pricing issues raised by different contractors. Since the project is funded by the Asian 
Development Bank, the committee will sit with the contractors and find a way out in the light of the terms and conditions defined 
by the international donor.” 
 
He said that the government was frequently facing interruption in otherwise smooth construction of the project only because the 
contractors were not ready to continue their work on the agreed upon prices after recent hikes in their “cost of doing business”. 
 
The transport minister, he said, had decided to fix the issues once and for all directing the committee members to come up with 
a final solution. 
 
112.9 kilometres BRT projects 
The Red Line is part of the project known as Karachi Breeze — a plan of some 112.9 kilometres long BRT projects with five 
dedicated lines. However, so far only two of the five lines — Green Line and Orange Line — could have been started. 
 
With the total estimated cost of $493.5 million and co-financed by the ADB, AFD, GCF and AIIB, the 26-kilometre Red Line BRT 
would ferry people on dedicated tracks from Model Colony to the Numaish intersection via University Road. 
 
Meanwhile, a statement issued after the meeting said that Mr Memon had further instructed the officials to take steps for ensuring 
that citizens did not face any inconvenience during the ongoing construction work on the project. 
 
“Leave no stone unturned for resolving issues being faced in the Red Line BRT project as millions of people of Karachi would be 
benefited from the project,” the statement quoted the minister as saying during the meeting. 
 
Transport Secretary Salim Rajput, CEO Trans Karachi Tufail Palijo, chairman of BOD Trans Karachi Suresh Lodhi, MD of Sindh 
Mass Transit Authority Kamal Dayo, Asian Development Bank representative Shaukat Ali Alvi, GM Trans Karachi Pir Sajjad, BRT 
Consultant Sir James, Sohail Abdi and others attended the meeting. 
 
The meeting participants also discussed the progress of the construction work from the Tank Chowk to Safoora Chowrangi 
underpass being undertaken as a part of the BRT Red Line project. 
 
“A committee was also formed at the meeting to monitor and review the progress of work on the Red Line BRT project on a daily 
basis,” it said. 
 
Later, it said, the monitoring and review committee headed by the transport secretary, Salim Rajput, conducted physical 
inspection of the Red Line BRT project and reviewed the construction work and potential impediments. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 07/07/2023) 

 
Bizarre city planning: The curious case of Karachi’s disappearing footpaths 

 
One would imagine that soaring petrol rates means that residents of the port city resort to other methods of moving around but 
that is incredibly complicated when even something as basic as navigating the city on foot is turned into a painstaking ordeal, 
due to a dearth of footpaths. 
 
Despite being a major source of mobility for pedestrians, footpaths have almost disappeared from Karachi’s landscape; and the 
selected few that do remain are too narrow for walking, inaccessible for differently abled individuals, and often occupied by 
vendors. 
 
“Walking on footpaths has become extremely challenging for pedestrians especially women and children, who have to 
uncomfortably manoeuvre through the swarm of stalls and vendors occupying these spaces,” complained Anoosha, a woman 
spotted shopping in the Liaquatabad market, who shared that she regularly walks to the marketplace for groceries. Anoosha 
called upon the provincial government and the district administration to take action against the encroachments on public walkways 
so that residents of the city did not have to take a car out for something as menial as a grocery store run. 
 
Rehan, another shopper in the Bolton market, agreeing with Anoosha, expressed his plight about getting to the market. . 
 
“Not only are footpaths completely dominated by vendors, but they are also unusually small, which forces many pedestrians to 
walk on the main road, exposing them to the risk of getting hit by a motorbike or car,” alerted Rehan. 
 
Karachi based urban planner Arif Belgaumi, whilst sympathising with the plight of the metropolis’s residents like Anoosha and 
Rehan, said that substandard footpaths allude to the paramount shortcomings inherent in the country’s public infrastructure. 
 
“In developed countries, when a road or highway is constructed, it is ensured that the footpath is at least 15 feet in width and has 
a ramp for differently abled persons so that all pedestrians can move freely. In Karachi, however footpaths are barely 6 feet wide 
and are completely off limits for the differently abled segment of the population,” he regretted . 
 
Belgaumi also highlighted the fact that most footpaths were brimming with vendors, who were illegally occupying these spaces 
designated for pedestrians. “Some vendors even display their items for sale out on the footpath, making it impossible for people 
to walk smoothly,” elaborated Belgaumi, who also implored the provincial government to remove the encroaching vendors from 
the city’s footpaths. 
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In this regard, the Municipal Commissioner of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), Afzal Zaidi, said, “we are trying our 
best to restore footpaths for the pedestrians. We plan to remove the encroaching vendors and plant trees for shade so that 
walking on the roadside is a more comfortable experience for regular pedestrians.” 
 
However, while some like Belgaumi uphold the right of pedestrians to free movement alongside roads and with the KMC 
announcing its commitment to removing encroachments, Atiq Mir, Chairman of Karachi Tajir Ittehad Union, shed light on the 
other side of the picture: the struggles of the vendor population. 
 
“Given the current state of our economy, many families have been forced to put up stalls along the roads. If these businesses 
are uprooted, these people would not be able to survive. The government must arrange for special zones to facilitate micro-level 
business activity before it decides to clear out the footpaths,” asserted Mir while talking to The Express Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 10/07/2023) 
 

Sindh govt resumes electric bus service in Karachi after replacing faulty charging system 
 
After remaining stationary for almost two months just after their launch in April 2023, the electric buses are set to resume 
operations on two city routes on Monday following import of a new charging system from China as the earlier system had started 
‘malfunctioning’ within a few weeks of start of the service. 
 
Sindh Information, Transport, and Mass Transit Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon announced this on Sunday while addressing a 
press conference to inform the public about arrival of the new charging system that would help resume the operation of 15 electric 
buses. 
 
Sources privy to the situation said the service of electric buses on two routes was stopped almost two months ago after the 
charger being used for recharging the batteries had ‘started malfunctioning’. 
 
“The chargers for electric buses have arrived, and starting from tomorrow, these buses will once again operate on the roads of 
Karachi,” said the Sindh transport minister. 
 
“The Sindh government is consistently taking measures to provide optimal travel facilities to its citizens, and in this regard, another 
fleet of buses will arrive in Karachi tomorrow. As per the instructions of [PPP] chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Chief Minister 
of Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah, the Sindh government is committed to expanding the number of buses in order to enhance urban 
travel facilities. Under the same initiative, the new buses will be replacing the older ones very soon.” 
 
New diesel buses 
He also announced arrival of a fleet of new diesel buses on Monday which would be run under the Peoples Bus Service 
programme. 
The Sindh government under the Peoples Bus Service programme imported 15 electric vehicles and launched its two routes in 
April with one ferrying passengers from Model Colony to Seaview and another shuttling between Bahria Town and Malir Halt. 
However, the initiative suffered a blow when the charging system started problems. 
 
Although as a backup arrangement, the Sindh government moved some diesel buses on the two routes to keep the service 
running, it took the authorities almost two months to resolve the matter with the import of a new system. 
 
“Actually there’s a voltage fluctuation problem which led to the collapse of the software system of the electric chargers,” said a 
source aware of the whole situation. 
 
“Several attempts by local experts and even from China were made, but they couldn’t lead to any success. Finally it was decided 
to import a new system. All 15 buses in the meantime were lying idle at the depot.” 
 
Mr Memon also mentioned a bus monitoring app, which he claimed, has made peoples’ lives much easier in this era of inflation. 
 
Dhabeji Special Economic Zone 
“The Sindh government has undertaken significant work in mega projects and the Dhabji Special Economic Zone is commencing 
operation, which will create numerous investment and employment opportunities,” the minister announced at the press 
conference. 
“Investors are being facilitated through a streamlined one-window operation process. There is a likelihood of establishing an 
electric bus plant in Sindh.” 
 
During the press conference, Syed Qasim Naveed Qamar, the Special Assistant to the Chief Minister Sindh for Investment and 
Public-Private Partnership Unit, emphasised the importance of creating a business-friendly environment for investors. 
 
He said that the Sindh government was trying to develop the Dhabeji Special Economic Zone and the work would commence on 
July 15. 
 
He said the zone offered a tax holiday for a period of 10 years. 
 
“The establishment of the economic zone is expected to generate increased employment opportunities and contribute to 
economic growth.” 
 
He said the zone was a part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project and was being constructed under public-
private partnership. 
 
“The Sindh government has provided land for the zone, while the responsibility of its development lies with the designated 
developer.” 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1763889/sindh-govt-resumes-electric-bus-service-in-karachi-after-replacing-faulty-charging-system
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He said that the economic zone spanned 1,500 acres was strategically located in close proximity to Port Qasim, Karachi Airport, 
and the main railway track. 
 
Considering its advantageous location and promising prospects, he expressed the hope that the economic zone would emerge 
as the most successful economic zone in the country. 
 
The information minister announced that the Sindh government was planning to hold an investment conference in the province 
soon. 
The purpose of this conference is to showcase the natural resources in Sindh to the world and attract investment. 
 
He said investors from all around the world will participate in the conference. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 10/07/2023) 
 

$500m BRT Red Line project won’t face any hurdles despite rising cost, says Sharjeel 
 
The Sindh government on Tuesday admitted that growing cost of construction material, rising inflation and fast depreciation of 
the rupee against the US dollar had increased the cost of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Red Line project being funded by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and the same reasons were causing delays in completion of the mega public-sector transport scheme. 
 
The disclosure came from the top when Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon replied 
in the affirmative when asked about any increase in the cost of the project and also about possibility of its delay in completion. 
 
Speaking to reporters during a visit to the under-construction underpass near the Numaish traffic intersection that would connect 
multiple routes under the mass transit scheme, the minister, however, said that the project was not facing any hurdles due to 
such impacts. 
 
“Yes, there are certain delays in the projects which are directly linked with inflation, which has subsequently increased the cost 
of project,” he said while replying to a question. 
 
Admits rupee depreciation, increased cost of construction material hit completion timeline 
 
“Similarly, as we all know this is a huge project which requires several institutions and massive construction activity. One of them 
is relocation of different utilities and their infrastructure which is a very delicate job. This requires both time and capital, which 
most of the time leads to additional delays,” he said. 
 
With total estimated cost of $503.5 million and co-financed by the ADB, AFD, GCF and AIIB, the 26-kilometre Red Line would 
ferry people on dedicated tracks from Model Colony to the Numaish intersection via University Road. 
 
The Sindh minister said that the Numaish underpass would serve as a connecting point between BRT Green and BRT Red Lines. 
“This [BRT Red Line] projects is huge one and that’s why sometime it faces different complications and delay but let me tell you 
that this project aims to provide transportation facilities for the next 60 to 70 years. Taking into account the Karachi’s population, 
it is the best project for the city,” said Mr Memon. 
 
When asked about the prospect for another BRT scheme — Yellow Line — he said the tender process for the project would be 
expedited after the recent support and interest shown by the World Bank. 
 
Planned to start from Dawood Chowrangi in Korangi Industrial Area via Jam Sadiq Bridge, Main Korangi Road, FTC Interchange, 
Sharea Faisal, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Kashmir Road Interchange and integrating into BRT Red Line at Numaish Chowrangi, the 
over US $300 million Yellow Line project would be built with the World Bank financing. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 19/07/2023) 
 

SHC moved over precarious condition of pedestrian bridge 
 
A petition was moved in the Sindh High Court (SHC) seeking immediate action to address the alarming safety hazard posed by 
the dire state of the pedestrian bridge adjacent to New Urdu Bazaar in the Golimar area of Nazimabad. 
 
The petitioner, Imran Aziz, has named the Karachi mayor and the local government secretary as respondents in his petition. 
Imran Aziz, a frequent visitor to New Urdu Bazaar, states that while on the lookout for children's books, on July 1 he experienced 
a harrowing incident. 
 
The petitioner further states that he, accompanied by his children, traversed the pedestrian bridge adjacent to Golimar, only to 
be confronted with an appalling sight. The overpass has succumbed to a dilapidated state, riddled with large holes, and devoid 
of safety iron bars. 
 
The situation poses an imminent threat to pedestrians, with children being especially vulnerable to the perils lurking overhead. 
The possibility of a major accident looms over this neglected passageway, demanding immediate attention and action. 
 
The petition implores the Karachi mayor to immediately initiate the repair and restoration of the flyover. Beyond that, the appeal 
extends to other overpasses throughout the city, all in desperate need of attention and care. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 24/07/2023) 
 

Sharjeel announces arrival of new buses 
 
Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon on Sunday said a new batch of buses had 
arrived in the metropolis. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1765542/500m-brt-red-line-project-wont-face-any-hurdles-despite-rising-cost-says-sharjeel
https://www.dawn.com/news/1766445/sharjeel-announces-arrival-of-new-buses
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He said new routes were scheduled to commence in a few days. 
 
Minister Memon said that the arrival of the new buses would significantly improve the transport problem for the people of Karachi. 
He further said that additional batches of buses were expected to reach Karachi in August and October. 
(By APP Dawn, 13, 24/07/2023) 
 

Corruption plagues charged parking system 
 
Where the diligent regulation of public facilities and correct utilisation of their generated revenue is indispensable to the healthy 

functioning of any urban society, the pervasive nature of corruption in the 
charged parking system in Karachi, bedevils both citizens and the local 
economy. 
 
Despite the paid parking system in the port city acting as a means of generating 
much needed revenue for the provincial departments including the Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), widespread corruption and negligence on part 
of the concerned departments, means that not only does a sizeable amount of 
the collected revenue reach the hands of illegal shareholders but the complicity 
of the traffic regulators allows illegal parking to become a common nuisance 
for citizens. 
 
“The traffic police are very eager to lift wrongly parked cars in some areas of 
the city but in many other areas they allow illegal parking,” called out Ghulam 
Hussain, a local. 

 
According to sources, illegal parking has become extremely common in many popular areas across Karachi including the District 
South and Sadar, which have a number of government offices, banks, hospitals and shopping centres located in the area, largely 
due to the police’s complicity, which instigates gridlocks on a daily basis. 
 
“We had made efforts to remove parking encroachments from these areas, but they continue to happen on a daily basis since 
they are supervised by private contractors,” claimed Ahmed Nawaz, Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Traffic Police. 
 
Nawaz’s speculation is supported by a report from the Auditor General of Pakistan which reveals that Karachi’s annual target of 
revenue collection from charged parking is rarely if ever met since officers of the local government frequently give illegal contracts 
of charged parking to private contractors for measly rates due to personal affinities. 
 
To illustrate further: for the fiscal years 2015 to 2018 the KMC had fixed a target of Rs 160 million from charged parking but only 
earned Rs 122 million. 
 
Similarly, during the 2017-18 fiscal year there was a target of collecting Rs 10 million, but the concerned authorities failed to reach 
that target also. 
 
Reportedly, the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) approved two contracts at exceptionally low rates to contractors in busy 
business centres like Clifton and Korangi. KDA gave a contract of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Park in Clifton to a contractor for 
six months for Rs 120,000 only while the six-month contract for parking in Korangi in front of the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) office was given to a contractor for Rs 60,000 only. 
 
The fact that a number of departments including the Cantonment Board and Competitive and Livable City (CLICK) are also legal 
shareholders in the income generated by charged parking, further diminishes the annual income in the provincial treasury which 
could otherwise have amounted to millions of rupees. 
 
Speaking to the Express Tribune on the matter, Najmi Alam, the parliamentary leader of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) in the 
City Council said, “there are many complaints of corruption regarding charged parking in Karachi which will be resolved soon. 
Under the leadership of the Mayor of Karachi, the newly elected leadership of the local government is working on ways to regulate 
the collection of revenue through charged parking.” 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 29/07/2023) 
 

Legal battle over construction of Malir Expressway rages on 
 
While work is under way at a fast pace to construct the Malir Expressway, a legal battle surrounding the multi-billion project 

between civil society, construction firm and the provincial government rages 
on as a verdict of the Environmental Protection Tribunal has been 
challenged in the Sindh High Court by residents. 
 
The appellants asked the SHC to declare the controversial project as 
adverse environmental project and stop its construction till the disposal of 
their appeal, while M/s Malir Expressway Limited, the construction firm, 
submitted that a major sum of public money had already been spent on the 
project with an aim to improve interconnectivity within the provincial 
metropolis. 
 
On April 15 a three-member tribunal allowed authorities to continue the 
construction work on the controversial project for the larger interest of the 

public, but ruled that the approval of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project was conditional and subject to 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1767358/legal-battle-over-construction-of-malir-expressway-rages-on
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implement around 30 conditions, including the risk of urban flooding, acquisition of land in transparent manner and to address 
the grievances of affected people. 
 
The project in question is described in the EIA approval as a 38.75-kilometer-long six-lane dual carriageway that will allow a direct 
route for heavy vehicles from the industrial areas in Korangi and Landhi to outside the city. 
 
The EIA approval further said that the location of the project was starting from right before the Jam Sadiq bridge on Korangi Road 
and run along the right bank of the Malir River through the Korangi and Malir districts terminating on M-9 near DHA City outside 
Karachi. 
Ahmed Shabbar, one of the two residents of Karachi, who had approached the tribunal against the approval of the EIA, through 
his lawyer Zubair Abro filed an appeal before the SHC in May impugning the April 15 judgment of the tribunal. 
 
Citing the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency and the Malir Expressway Limited as respondents, the appellant contended 
that the tribunal had failed to follow the principles set by the apex court in the case of architect Arif Belgaumi as well as in some 
other cases. 
 
The counsel for the appellant argued that the tribunal had also been unable to appreciate the impugned approval of EIA by deputy 
director, who had no authority under the law to approve the same, while the tribunal found it merely a technical, curable and 
procedural defect. 
 
However, the lawyer submitted that it was part of a series of acts and omissions that were designed to evade regulatory process 
and bypass public scrutiny and these included commencing work prior to the EIA hearing, alignment of expressway without prior 
legal authority and changing the firm during most critical stages of the project’s launching as Malir Expressway Private had 
submitted the public notice but approval was granted to Malir Expressway Limited. 
 
He also stated that the tribunal had wrongly accepted ex post facto environmental approval and compounding of violation of 
mandatory provisions of the law. 
 
The counsel contended that the Asian Development Bank was one of the major financiers of the project and through a letter it 
had agreed with the concerns of appellant and other residents and had withdrawn from financing the project. 
 
He further argued that some complainants had submitted before the ADB that even the EIA reports had two different versions — 
one made available to public before March 9, 2022 hearing and other uploaded on the website of ADB in June 2022. 
 
Mr Abro also argued that the tribunal had been unable to appreciate that the impugned approval of EIA was granted without 
consultation with advisory committee which was required to be constituted under Section 5(6) of the Sindh Environmental 
Protection Act, 2014. 
 
About the conditions set by the tribunal, the lawyer submitted that such conditions were mere eyewash and set without realising 
ground position as project was started much before granting EIA approval and Sepa had also issued notice for personal hearing 
to the proponent in this regard while another condition required plantations of three rows on each side of the expressway without 
realising that the project was in the Malir River. 
 
The appellant asked the SHC to set aside the impugned approval of the EIA granted on April 6, 2022 and second approval on 
June 10 for being without authority and declare it as an environmental adverse project as well as sought an interim restraining 
order to stop the construction work. 
 
However, the Malir Expressway Limited in its comments claimed that the appeal was not maintainable as the appellant was not 
an aggrieved person, appeal before the tribunal was time barred and failure of appellants to challenge second approval of EIA 
before the relevant forum. 
 
The EIA of the project was first granted in April and the approval was further reaffirmed by Sepa and issued again in June under 
the signatures of director general of Sepa, it said and adding that significant construction work had already been undertaken and 
a major sum of public money was also utilised for the project. 
 
While supporting the result/determination of the tribunal, the firm, undertaking the project, contended that it was challenging some 
findings of the tribunal, including appellants’ right to approach tribunal, first approval of EIA was appealable, appeal before the 
tribunal was not time barred and the declaring the EIA approval of the project as controversial. 
 
The firm, in its comments, further submitted that the appellant in an attempt to improve his case had pleaded new allegations of 
factual nature in this appeal which had not been pleaded in the appeal before the tribunal. 
 
It also argued that the ADB had sent a letter to one Abira and not the appellant and the bank did not agree with the concerns of 
the appellant while there was no financing commitment from the ADB and thus there can be no question of withdrawing from 
funding the project. 
 
While taking the comments on record, a single-judge bench of SHC headed by Justice Salahuddin Panhwar adjourned the hearing 
till Aug 10. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 29/07/2023) 
 

Another route of electric bus service launched 
 
The Sindh government has introduced a new route of the electric bus service connecting Malir Cantonment to Numaish via 
Gulistan-i-Jauhar. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1767750/another-route-of-electric-bus-service-launched
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Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon, who also holds the portfolio of transport and mass transit, said the decision 
aimed at providing convenient travel facilities to the general public. 
 
The new route starts from Malir Cantt Gate No 5 and culminates at Numaish traffic intersection, covering a distance of 18 
kilometres and passing through Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Millennium Mall. 
 
The minister stated that the new electric bus route officially commenced its services on Monday. 
 
He emphasised that the government of the Pakistan Peoples Party in the province was well aware of the transport challenges 
faced by the people and was committed to offering affordable and comfortable travel options to the public. 
(By APP Dawn, 13, 01/08/2023) 
 

Govt to launch bus driver training programme for women 
 
The Sindh government has decided to launch a training programme for female bus drivers, specifically for its flagship women-
only pink buses. 
 
A decision to this effect was taken by Sindh Information, Transport, and Mass Transit Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon during the 
10th board meeting of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority (SMTA). 
 
The meeting noted that the inclusion of female bus drivers would not only promote gender equality, but also ensure that women 
drivers operate pink buses exclusively for female passengers, enhancing the sense of safety and convenience during women’s 
travel. 
 
Minister Memon emphasised that empowering women in all fields was the vision of PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari. 
 
Another decision taken in the meeting was the consideration of providing subsidies for the Peoples Bus Service (PBS), following 
the approval given by the provincial cabinet. 
 
The board discussed the feasibility studies for the second phase of the PBS, which includes the addition of 500 buses as well as 
the introduction of an environment-friendly electric taxi service. 
 
The minister said that the implementation of the second phase of the PBS was expected to significantly reduce travel problems 
for the public, bringing relief and convenience to the public. 
 
He also stated that the introduction of an environment-friendly electric taxi service would not only create a positive environmental 
impact but also generate new employment opportunities. 
 
During the meeting, the progress of the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Red Line project was also brought under consideration. 
 
The meeting was informed that the Sindh government aimed to expedite the completion of Red Line to ensure that the public 
could soon benefit from this modern transportation system. 
 
Mr Memon said the Sindh government’s determination to expedite the completion of Red Line reflected its dedication to improving 
public transportation and enhancing the quality of life for the citizens. 
 
The meeting was attended by Transport Secretary Saleem Rajput, SMTA managing director Kamal Dayo, DIG-traffic Ahmed 
Nawaz Cheema, planning and others. 
(By APP Dawn, 13, 03/08/2023) 
 

‘No free riders, please’ 
 
With fleets of new busses hitting the roads, the Sindh government introduced a set of laws to keep free riders away and to 
discourage littering in the swanky new air-conditioned vehicles. 
 
On Friday, the Sindh Assembly passed "The Sindh Mass Transit Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2023," making it compulsory for 
passengers to obtain tickets when traveling on mass transit vehicles. The bill also imposed revised fines for various traffic 
violations. 
 
Under the amendment to the Provincial Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1965, a fine of Rs500 will be imposed on individuals traveling 
in public buses without a ticket. Driving a motorbike without a driving license on the road will attract a Rs10,000 fine, while fines 
for driving cars/jeeps, light vehicles, and heavy vehicles without licenses range from Rs1,500 to Rs2,500. Not stopping vehicles 
on the order of traffic police will result in fines ranging from Rs400 to Rs2,000. 
 
The law also prohibits smoking in all vehicles, with fines ranging from Rs1,200 to Rs2,500 for violations. Juvenile driving without 
a proper license will incur fines of Rs1,500 for motorcycles and Rs2,000 for cars/jeeps, light vehicles, and Rs4,000 for heavy 
vehicles. 
Driving Qingqi (CHINGCHI) Rickshaws on unauthorized roads will lead to a Rs2,000 fine and imprisonment of up to ten days. A 
fine of Rs10,000 will be imposed on those installing CNG in violation of rules without an HDIP certificate. 
 
The bill addresses various offenses related to BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) vehicles and stations, with fines of Rs1,000 for consuming, 
spitting, or throwing tobacco or similar substances. The fine increases to Rs2,500 for consuming drugs or being intoxicated in a 
BRT vehicle or facility. Bringing pets or other animals on BRT vehicles or stations, except for approved guide, hearing, or 
assistance animals, will result in a fine of Rs2,500. In other Assembly business, Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani expressed 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1768122/govt-to-launch-bus-driver-training-programme-for-women
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displeasure at the continuous absence of ministers to answer lawmakers' queries. The warning was issued to ministers and 
parliamentary secretaries who were not fulfilling their responsibilities. 
 
During the Question Hour, no questions pertaining to the Energy department were taken up due to the absence of members who 
had submitted their written questions. 
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 04, 05/08/2023) 
 

Murad inaugurates toll plaza surveillance project 
 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Sunday launched the Rs1.4 billion Sindh Smart Surveillance System (S4) project. 
 
Under the project, surveillance cameras will be installed at 40 toll plazas across the province with the objective of establishing a 
comprehensive and integrated municipal security solution for all major entry and exit points connecting with other cities in the 
province. 
 
An inauguration ceremony was organised by the Sindh Police at the Sassui Toll Plaza, first of the 40 such facilities, connecting 
Karachi and Thatta. 
 
The ceremony was attended by provincial minister Sharjeel Inam Memon, Mayor Murtaza Wahab, Inspector General of Police 
Ghulam Nabi Memon, officials of the National Radio and Telecommunication (NRTC) officials and others. 
 
Facial recognition cameras installed at Sassui Toll Plaza under Sindh Smart Surveillance System 
 
Equipped with strategically placed cameras across key locations on the 40 toll plazas on highways, the S-4 project is also armed 
the Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology that will help in the fight against crime and terrorism by efficiently 
capturing and analysing licence plate data and using facial recognition. 
 
Beyond its role in crime prevention and detection across Sindh, the S4 project also plays a pivotal role in supporting the vision of 
the Smart City project, which remains resolute on its journey to becoming a reality. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the CM said that this solution would enable effective monitoring of entry and exit points all over Sindh, 
provide reliable security and integrate advanced technologies with the existing Command and Control Centre at the Central Police 
Office in Karachi. 
 
He said that the project aimed to enhance security responses and seamlessly integrate with the Safe City solution. He said that 
his government acknowledged the paramount importance of technology in governance, especially in policing. 
 
“Embracing innovative solutions like artificial intelligence-based ANPR and facial recognition solutions, traffic management 
systems, and big data analytical tools that will empower our departments to enhance the efficiency, transparency, and 
effectiveness of field operations,” he added. 
 
“Our chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari recognises that technology is a powerful tool in shaping a safer and more prosperous future 
for our citizens, and the government remains committed to fully leveraging its potential in our pursuit of better service delivery,” 
he said. 
 
“We have undergone a remarkable digital transformation of various Sindh government departments towards smart digital 
governance, from education, health, agriculture, technology parks, land revenue, rescue and rehabilitation, public facilitation, and 
e-policing initiatives, and we are embracing technology to revolutionise the way we serve the people of Sindh,” the CM said. 
 
CM Shah said that the S4 project would revolutionise his government’s vision for a safe and secure province and transform 
Karachi into a “heaven for its citizens and a thriving hub for business investments”. 
 
He said that Rs10bn had been earmarked to launch a similar project focusing on the red zone and the airport corridor in the 
metropolis. 
He said that Rs4.5bn had already been dedicated to the project towards its successful implementation during the current financial 
year. 
 
The CM appreciated the IGP and the entire team, including the NRTC, for their hard work and diligence in bringing the S4 project 
to reality. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 07/08/2023) 
 

Auto show in Karachi spreads awareness about reversible blindness 
 
With the purpose of raising awareness about eradicating curable blindness from Pakistan, Layton Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust 
(LRBT) organised the ‘Ride for Sight’, a two-day event including a number of events such as an auto show, a Harley Davidson 
owners’ ride, a female motorcyclists group — Pink Riders — rally and the cyclists’ group, Critical Mass Karachi, also riding from 
Clifton to the Mazar-i-Quaid at the break of dawn on the Independence Day. 
 
On Sunday, the opening day, the PakWheels Grand Azadi Auto Show 2023 at the Port Grand was the place to be for all young 
car enthusiasts of the city. The 80 to 100 cars, mostly old models of Charade, Datsun, Mazda, Honda, Suzuki, Toyota and 
Volkswagen, with an occasional sport utility vehicle (SUV) thrown in here or there, had been given new golden, silver and metallic 
blue rims sticking out further than the tyres. Their engines had been rebuilt and modified, too, with increased horsepower and 
torque. If not that then they had done away with their car silencers to make them louder and more aggressive. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1768756/murad-inaugurates-toll-plaza-surveillance-project
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Ibad Abdullah Shaikh had done that and more to his 1995 Honda Civic, elder to him by several years. Installing a spark plug on 
his car’s exhaust pipe, wired to the coil, with a toggle switch control, he was igniting unburned fuel in the tailpipe to create gunshot 
sounds along with the vroom vroom. A couple of other cars had also done something similar. And despite the scary sounds that 
they were making, despite the covering of ears with the palms of your hands to protect your eardrums, all these cars were the 
centre of attention at the show. 
 
Fatima Ahsan, a visitor to the auto show, couldn’t help but jump with every scary sound from the cars as Ahsan Ali, her husband, 
smiled. His smile got broader when she became used to the noise. “We are just glad we didn’t bring our baby girl here,” laughed 
Fatima. 
 
The 25-year-old, Usman Ahmed, had also modified his two-door 1992 Suzuki Swift GTI by giving it a new colour, side skirts, 
fancy rims and a broader exhaust pipe. Asked if a noisy car would attract the traffic constable’s wrath on the road, the young man 
smiled before shaking his head. “No actually, as long as your documents and licence plates are intact and you don’t have dark 
or tinted windows,” he said. 
 
There were also around 25 heavy bikes at the auto show, which also roared on to the scene to add to the excitement of the 
visitors. And in contrast, you had a big stall for the Vlektra motorcycles, which didn’t make any noise at all and didn’t use any fuel 
at all, too, since they are electric. “I have a heavy bike because I love its sound, but I also have to acknowledge the fact that 
electric vehicles are the future,” said Sameer Shaikh who was riding a twin cylinder Benelli bike. 
 
Later, the event continued at Clifton where some 20 riders on their Harley Davidsons rode up to DHA Phase VIII and back to 
spread the message of awareness for LRBT, which is that no one should go blind just because they cannot afford the treatment, 
and that reversible blindness can be eradicated from Pakistan. 
The ‘Ride for Sight’ concludes on Monday. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 14/08/2023) 
 

KMC told to not allow unauthorised charged parking in Karachi 
 
The Sindh High Court on Monday directed the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and other authorities not to allow any 
unauthorised and illegal charged parking in the city. 
 
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, also sought a detailed compliance report and warned that in case 
of any violation of traffic laws, an appropriate action would be taken. 
 
When the bench took up for hearing a set of petitions filed against charged parking in different parts of the provincial metropolis, 
the KMC filed comments in one of the petitions. 
 
The KMC stated that it had always marked charged parking areas within its jurisdictions and installed boards on the sites 
highlighting needful guidance. 
 
Traffic police asked to take ‘appropriate’ action against violation of laws 
 
However, it further stated that such boards were removed or stolen every time after installation. It maintained that if visitors failed 
to follow charged parking rules by parking their vehicles at ‘no parking’ or making double lane parking, the traffic police would 
remove those vehicles in accordance with law. 
 
The lawyers for the petitioners argued that the KMC and district municipal corporations (DMCs) were allowing unauthorised and 
illegal parking on several main and service roads as well as other public places across the city. 
 
The bench in its order stated that by consent it was adjourning the matter till Sept 26, when all the lawyers for the parties must 
come prepared to proceed with the matter. 
 
“In the meanwhile, the areas where according to learned counsel for the petitioners, unauthorised/illegal parking has been allowed 
or exorbitant amount is being charged, such areas may be highlighted and statement to this effect may be filed along with 
photographs, whereafter, appropriate order will be passed,” the bench stated in the order. 
 
Further, the KMC, respective DMCs and traffic police were directed to ensure that no unauthorised and illegal charged parking 
would be allowed in the city and in case of any violation of traffic laws, appropriate action shall be taken in accordance with law 
and compliance may be furnished on the next date of hearing along with detailed report, the bench in its order added. 
 
Last year, the DIG-traffic in his comments had informed the SHC during hearing of these petitions that the KMC, DMCs and 
cantonment boards were running 124 charged parking lots and 88 of them were on the main thoroughfares of the provincial 
metropolis. 
 
The comments had further said that out of 124 parking lots set up on roads and markets of the city, 46 were being run by the 
KMC, 71 by DMCs, six by cantonment boards and one parking site was being run by the Civil Aviation Authority on its premises. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 29/08/2023) 
 

Caretaker govt plans petrol pumps, resting areas on Malir Expressway 
 
As environment concerns over the controversial Malir Expressway project persist and a legal battle is being fought in the high 
court, the caretaker government has decided to include petrol pumps and provision of resting areas for public convenience in the 
39-kilometre-long, mostly elevated, corridor project, it emerged on Thursday. 
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The decision was taken in a meeting chaired by caretaker Local Government Minister Mubin Jumani, who reviewed the ongoing 
development schemes under the public-private partnership mode, including the environmentally controversial Malir Expressway 
project. 
 
Official sources said that the local government minister proposed the inclusion of petrol pumps and resting areas on both sides 
of 39-km long Malir Expressway. He had also directed the authorities to complete the project as soon as possible so that its 
‘positive’ effects would start to flow towards the people and the country economy could benefit. 
 
The Malir Expressway is being developed on the left bank of the Malir River to establish an Access Controlled High-Speed 
Expressway. 
 
Officials told to complete the controversial project as soon as possible 
 
It would have a six-lane with three-meter side shoulders dual carriageway. The expressway way has been designed for 100kph 
speed on the expressway and 50kph on interchanges. The starting point of the project was Korangi Road, before Jam Sadiq 
Bridge. 
 
It would have an interchange for Jam Sadiq Bridge at KPT Flyover. The road would cover Korangi, Shah Faisal Colony 
(Quaidabad), and would end at Kathore. 
 
Malir Expressway project director Niaz Soomro told Dawn that the construction work on the project, which had started in April 22, 
was scheduled to be completed within 30 months. 
 
As for the establishment of the proposed petrol pumps and resting areas, he said that enough space was available for the 
purpose. 
“It is quite viable,” he said, adding that the final decision to this effect would be taken after taking into consideration the overall 
impact on the project. 
 
The project was initiated under a public-private partnership and its cost was estimated at Rs27.583 billion, according to the 
construction bid document and a press statement made by the Sindh chief minister at the financial close that was achieved in 
June 2022. 
 
Of the Rs27.583 billion, the Sindh government pledged to share Rs4.137 billion, which was 15 per cent of the total cost. 
 
The private partner or concessionaire’s share was Rs5.517 billion or 20 per cent, and the commercial loan to be borrowed from 
a group of banks was Rs17.929 billion which was 65pc. 
 
The private partner referred to as a concessionaire or sponsor is a consortium of three construction firms which has been 
registered as a company, Malir Expressway Pvt Ltd. 
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) had struck down the Malir Expressway from its list of priorities, backing out from financing 
the project. 
 
Indigenous farmers of Malir had lodged a complaint before the ADB against the Malir Expressway on September 22, 2022, with 
the help of a civil rights campaigner Abira Ashfaq. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 01/09/2023) 
 

With just 1,029 buses, no wonder commuting in Karachi is stressful 
 
Only 1,029 public buses or a little over five per cent of the total requirement of 15,000 buses are operating in the city, piling 
miseries on commuters, the majority of whom relies on rickshaws to reach their destinations. 
 
This was informed during a meeting of interim Finance Minister Muhammad Younus Dagha with the transport department officials 
on Thursday. 
 
Currently, there is an acute shortage of public transport in the city which once had over 14,000 buses and minibuses for the 
public. Most of those minibuses have disappeared from the roads, mainly due to hike in petroleum prices and turned into loading 
mini trucks. 
Talking to Dawn, Mr Dagha said that interim provincial government had planned to procure buses on Public-Private Partnership 
mode or to give easy loans to public transport operators for purchase of new buses to resolve the transport issues of the city 
which required over 15,000 buses for a comprehensive public transport system. 
 
He said the caretaker government had deliberated upon two proposals to address the issue. “We will procure public buses either 
on the PPP mode or we will provide easy loans to the local public transport operators to procure buses,” he added. 
 
In response to a question, he said the old and outdated buses plying in the city would be stopped after completion of mass transit 
projects. “The public transport operators will also be given incentive to replace the dilapidated vehicles with new ones availing 
easy loan facility.” 
 
He said that the operation of the old and outdated buses could not be suspended abruptly as it would be tantamount to depriving 
the people engaged in public transport business for their livelihood. 
 
Earlier, the provincial minister was given a detailed briefing by the transport department on different transport projects. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1774670/with-just-1029-buses-no-wonder-commuting-in-karachi-is-stressful


News Clipping on Transport July to December 2023 
 

11 
 

The minister was informed that as per the World Bank report, 15,000 buses were required for a comprehensive public transport 
system in Karachi. 
 
He was told that at present total 1,029 buses were operating in Karachi in the public and private sector, including 240 buses of 
People’s Bus Service, 100 buses under BRTs and 690 old buses under private sector, while the feasibility study for the purchase 
of 500 more buses was underway. 
 
The caretaker minister was informed that a plan to provide easy loans to local private transporters through the establishment of 
an endowment fund was under consideration by the transport department to bring forward the private sector, and in this context 
it was also suggested that these loans be provided at the zero markup rate. 
 
It was informed that after consultation with the local transporters of Karachi, a proposal was also under consideration to provide 
soft loans to local transporters after purchase of buses. 
 
The minister was told that the purchased buses would be in the name of the provincial government till the transporters paid full 
instalments of the loan of these buses. 
 
The participants agreed that the proposal would enable the local transporters to procure new buses on easy loans with the 
government’s assistance and continue playing their role in public transport for the city with better services. 
 
Mr Dagha said that the public private partnership projects should be worked out to encourage experienced private transporters 
in the transport sector. 
 
He directed the transport and mass transit secretary to work out modalities for providing easy loans to the private transport 
operators for the purchase of buses. 
 
The minister said that consideration should also be given to keep the mark-up rate on loans to the private sector as low as 
possible for purchase of new buses. “Private transporters can be given soft loans for purchase of buses by setting up an 
endowment fund,” he added. 
 
He directed the transport department to prepare a workable scheme for provision of soft loans to experienced local transporters 
for procurement of public transport buses which would be plied on various routes in the city. 
 
The caretaker provincial minister directed that the private sector should be encouraged under public-private partnership projects 
to fill the huge gap in public transport for the city. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 08/09/2023) 
 

Transport woes in Karachi 
 
Karachi, Pakistan’s bustling metropolis, is grappling with a severe public transport crisis, as revealed during a recent meeting 
between interim Finance Minister Muhammad Younus Dagha and transport department officials. The stark reality is that only 
1,029 public buses, a mere 5% of the required 15,000, are currently operational in the city. This staggering shortfall in public 
transport has left the majority of Karachi’s residents, who rely on it for their daily commutes, with limited options, often resorting 
to rickshaws out of sheer necessity. 
 
The situation reflects a stark contrast to the city’s past lifestyle. Despite being the post populated metropolis of the country, 
resources are now scant and over the years, the transport infrastructure has either vanished, succumbing to economic pressures, 
or have become dilapidated, owing to persistent negligence and mismanagement. Consequently, the transport system has been 
gradually eroding, leaving residents grappling with daily inconveniences and inefficiencies. It is only recently that the initiation of 
a few bus services has breathed some life, but those merely make a difference when it comes to catering to such a huge populace. 
The interim finance minister has proposed two pragmatic solutions of procuring buses: through a Public-Private Partnership 
model and through easy loans incentives. While these plans are encouraging, their successful implementation is of paramount 
importance. The World Bank’s recommendation of 15,000 buses for a comprehensive public transport system underscores the 
enormity of the challenge at hand. 
 
This public transport crisis is a challenge that demands immediate attention and innovative solutions. While the proposals 
discussed offer hope, their effective implementation must be prioritised to alleviate the daily struggles of the city’s commuters and 
pave the way for a more sustainable and efficient public transport system. A thriving and efficient transport network is not just a 
convenience but a vital component of a progressive and prosperous city. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 11/09/2023) 
 

Risky rides: LPG rickshaws threaten passenger safety 
 
Peaking petrol rates amidst heightened economic uncertainty have pushed a large segment of the low-income population towards 
inexpensive public transport like Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) fitted rickshaws which might be cheap enough to cost them 
fewer dimes but are catastrophic enough to cost them their lives. 
 
In an attempt to cut back on costs following the spike in petrol rates, many rickshaw drivers in the port city have increasingly 
started turning to alternative fuel sources like LPG for short route journeys however, the haphazard move has raised concerns 
among citizens and transport regulatory authorities alike who fear not only for the safety of the passengers and drivers on board 
but also for the locals nearby who could suffer serious injuries in the event of an explosion. 
 
“Since private travel is no longer an option for us given the current price of petrol, rickshaws are an easily accessible, cheap 
transport option for low-income people. However, since many rickshaws are now using LPG cylinders, we face a constant threat 
to our safety since these cylinders are known to be highly explosive,” deplored Sufyan. 
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Concurring with Sufyan on the hazards of travelling in LPG rickshaws, Umair, a rickshaw driver, felt that nowadays many drivers 
were opting for substandard LPG cylinders as a desperate attempt to control costs amidst soaring petrol rates. “Peaking petrol 
rates have caused LPG cylinders too to become costly therefore most drivers chose low quality, inexpensive cylinders which can 
be like a bomb on wheels,” alerted Umair. 
 
According to Rizwan, a rickshaw engine mechanic, the trend of installing substandard LPG kits in rickshaws is accelerating 
rapidly. “Even though we prefer installing high quality LPG kits in rickshaws, drivers are adamant at installing cheaper versions 
which are very unsafe,” claimed Rizwan. 
 
On the other hand, rickshaw drivers are of the opinion that high inflation has made it difficult for them to invest in safer fuel options. 
“Using a LPG cylinder costs half as much for the same route as compared to other fuel options,” justified Mohammad Faisal 
Khan, owner of a six-seater rickshaw, who further added that most of the three and six seater rickshaws operating in the city were 
fitted with these cylinders. 
 
While substandard LPG cylinders might be a cost-effective option for rickshaw drivers they nevertheless come with an added risk 
for the passengers on board. “The cheaper the cylinder the more likely it is to explode,” affirmed Khalid Khan, a shopkeeper 
selling LPG cylinders, who went on to add that low quality cylinders cost Rs 3,000 whereas the high-quality ones cost Rs 6,000. 
 
“I advise rickshaw drivers to replace the cylinders every three months and also to keep check on any leakages that might come 
about. If such precautions are not taken, a deadly explosion can occur any time,” claimed Khan. 
 
In their response to the concerns of citizens, officials from the Transport and Mass Transit Department conveyed that the process 
of identifying and removing hazardous LPG installations was underway and would soon be expedited. “We are taking strict action 
against rickshaw drivers who are using LPG cylinders and are putting the lives of passengers on thin ice. We have already 
ordered a number of drivers to remove these cylinders from their vehicles immediately, unless they want to face serious charges,” 
said a spokesman from the Karachi Traffic Police, while speaking to The Express Tribune. 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 11/09/2023) 
 

Motorway police make exorbitant increase in fine amount 
 
The National Highway and Motorway Police (NHMP) have announced a significant increase in fines for drivers of motorcars, 
jeeps and sports utility vehicles (SUVs). The updated fine amount will come into effect from October 1. 
 
The increase in fine was approved during a recent meeting presided over by the federal minister for communications at the 
Central Police Office Headquarters, NHMP, Islamabad to ensure implementation of the revised fine. 
 
Under the latest decision, a driver exceeding the speed limit would be fined Rs2,500 instead of Rs750 and those overtaking will 
have to pay Rs1,500 fine from the existing Rs300. Similarly fine for failing to yield the right of way to other vehicles has been 
increased to Rs1,000 from Rs300. 
 
On the other hand, a person driving a vehicle without licence will be fined Rs5,000 instead of Rs750; those driving an unregistered 
vehicle will have to pay a penalty of Rs2,000 instead of Rs500 while drivers parking on a bridge would be fined Rs750 instead of 
Rs300. 
 
New penalties to come into effect from Oct 1 
 
The fine for interfering with an emergency vehicle has been increased to Rs5,000 from Rs500; fine for driving at night without 
proper lights has been raised to Rs5,000 from Rs1,000 and fine for driving on the wrong side of the road has gone up to Rs2,500 
from Rs500. 
 
Similarly, fine for ignoring the stop sign has been increased to Rs3,000 from Rs500; fine for following too closely or cutting in too 
sharply has been hiked to Rs1,000 from Rs300; fine for driving with the rear screen covered has been increased to Rs750 from 
Rs300. A person jumping the traffic queue will have to pay a fine of Rs1,000 instead of Rs500. 
 
Fine for obstructing traffic has gone up to Rs2,000 from Rs500; penalty for failing to observe slow signs has been increased to 
Rs2,000 from Rs200 and fine for prohibited lane changing has gone up to Rs1,000 from Rs200. Fine for careless driving has 
jumped to Rs1,500 from Rs300 and for opening doors dangerously, it has been increased to Rs1,000 from Rs200. 
 
The NHMP has revised the fine for improper turn from Rs300 to Rs2,500, for improper lane usage (lane straddling), from Rs200 
to Rs1,000; for driving a vehicle emitting smoke, ashes or oily substances, from Rs500 to Rs1,250. Fine for driving a vehicle 
producing unduly harsh, shrill or alarming noise has gone up to Rs1,000 from Rs300 and fine for improper U-turn has been raised 
to Rs1,000 from Rs300. 
 
A person using any kind of mobile phone in a vehicle would be imposed a fine of Rs500 and anyone driving a vehicle without 
fastening seat belts or travelling in a vehicle that does not have seat belts will be fined Rs1,500. Fine for driving a vehicle without 
side mirrors or with bad mirrors will be Rs500 and the fine for driving a vehicle with the installation of unlawful police lights will be 
Rs5,000. 
 
Fine for driving a vehicle with a fancy registration plate will be Rs1,000; Rs2000 for using high-intensity discharge lights that 
disrupt other drivers’ vision and Rs1,000 for evading the law by improvised tinting of glass. 
 
All regional commanders, zonal commanders and field formations have been directed to launch briefing campaigns and ensure 
the distribution of pamphlets and brochures regarding the implementation of the revised fine amount on a priority basis for the 
awareness and sensitisation of drivers, commuters, passengers and the public. 
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(By Muhammad Asghar Dawn, 04, 20/09/2023) 
 

Faulty escalators, lifts put a damper on Green Line bus journey in Karachi 
 
Despite the passage of more than a year, most malfunctioning escalators and lifts at the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Green Line 
stations in the metropolis are still non-functional or out-of-order, a recent survey shows. 
 
Every day thousands of commuters in Karachi use the BRT Green Line buses, which is a federal government initiative aimed at 
improving public transportation in the city. 
 
However, the system has been facing a series of operational setbacks since its launch in December 2021. 
 
Since it became operational, several escalators and lifts on its key stations were seen malfunctioning or they broke down, making 
commuters’ experience painful in already stressful life of the metropolis. 
 
At the Board Office station, people complained that one lift and both the escalators on the two sides of the main road always 
remained non-functional. 
 
There is no escalator at underground Numaish station, which causes a great deal of inconvenience to commuters 
 
An elderly woman was seen walking up the stairs while carrying the school bag of her daughter at her back and a shopping bag 
with groceries in her hand. “I come here daily and walk up these stairs because the escalators or the lift are never functioning 
and often it’s very hard for me to climb these stairs. I do not understand why they don’t repair them,” she told Dawn. 
 
A staff member said that it had been around a year since the lifts and escalators had not been working. 
 
A major problem people face at the Numaish station is the absence of an escalator to reach up to the main platform after getting 
off the bus. 
 
The station is the most important one as the journey culminates here because it is the last station until the remaining track of the 
Green Line is built on M.A. Jinnah Road. 
 
A passenger complained that there wasn’t any escalator for going upstairs at the Numaish station after getting off the bus. “People 
are compelled to use the metal staircase to go up and leave the station.” 
 
Similar issues have been seen at other stations as well. At Abdullah Chowk in Surjani Town — the first station of Green Line — 
the station staff has intentionally turned off one escalator. When asked the reason, they said children from the neighbourhood 
were using it as a ‘ride’. 
 
It’s fair to say that complete and efficiently working lifts and escalators at 4-K Chowrangi, Karimi Chowrangi, UP Mor, Nagan 
Chowrangi and Five Star Chowrangi stations are still unavailable. 
 
Similarly, such issues also keep occurring at other stations as well. 
 
Abdul Aziz, a senior official of the Sindh Infrastructure Development Company Ltd (SIDCL), the entity responsible for Green Line 
infrastructure development and its working, said that escalators and lifts malfunctioned frequently. They were repaired on time, 
but sometimes, it took more time than usual to repair them, he added. 
 
When asked as to why these facilities were non-functional at the Board Office station for such a long time, he said that the primary 
reason was that they did not have spare parts for the escalators, which were very hard to find locally. 
 
With regard to import of such parts, he said that Letters of Credit (LCs) were not being opened by the State Bank of Pakistan due 
to which importing of spare parts had become difficult. 
 
As for no escalator to come up to the main platform at the Numaish station, he said that the installation of an escalator had been 
delayed due to the LC issue. 
 
About keeping escalators off due to children, he claimed that it was only done when the ridership was low and during rush hours, 
all escalators were kept functioning. 
(By Waqas Ali Dawn, 13, 24/09/2023) 
 

Action ordered against 30 illegal charged parking spots of Karachi 
 
The Sindh High Court has directed the authorities concerned to take action against illegal charged parking at over 30 places in 
the city. 
 
A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, also asked traffic police and other respondents to file a compliance 
report on the next date of hearing. 
 
When the bench took up for hearing a set of identical petitions filed against charged parking in different parts of the provincial 
metropolis, a traffic police officer filed a report on behalf of the DIG-traffic. 
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The traffic police in its report stated that 43 cases were registered and 55 
persons arrested over unauthorised and illegal charged parking in the city, 
while 49,075 traffic tickets were issued for double/triple parking and a fine 
of Rs24.5 million was imposed from January 1 to Sept 24. 
 
Traffic police issued nearly 50,000 tickets and fined Rs24.5m in nine 
months, SHC told 
 
The counsel for one of the petitioners also filed a statement in court and 
submitted that unauthorised and illegal charged parking were being run at 
and around over 30 places including main roads, shopping malls, plazas, 
markets, hospitals and other public spaces in the city. 

 
The lawyer further argued that the most affected areas were Saddar, Kharadar, Jama Cloth Market, Bolton Market, Clifton, I. I. 
Chundrigar Road, M. A. Jinnah Road and Akbar Road as well as the Sindh High Court, City Courts, Civil Hospital Karachi, Karachi 
Press Club and others areas. 
 
The bench in its order said that action must be taken against illegal parking in the areas as pointed out in the statement filed by 
the lawyer for one of the petitioners and sought a compliance report on the next hearing to be fixed after four weeks. 
 
The traffic police in its report maintained that all the SSPs/traffic districts of Karachi had strictly been directed to take maximum 
action against unauthorised and illegal charged parking as per law. 
 
However, it submitted that the basic function of Karachi traffic police was to control/regulate vehicular traffic on the roads of the 
metropolis and to implement motor vehicle laws. The traffic police also submitted that the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation 
(KMC), district municipal corporations (DMCs) and cantonment boards were granting contracts of charged parking while traffic 
police had raised this chronic issue with the authorities concerned in several meetings, asking them to take the traffic police on 
board before granting such contracts to avoid traffic issues due to insufficient road width and double/haphazard parking on the 
roads. 
 
The traffic police further submitted that another report had also been filed on behalf DIG traffic in November 2021 in one of these 
petitions about 124 charged parking spots in the city being run by KMC, DMCs and cantonment boards and 88 of them were on 
main thoroughfares. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 28/09/2023) 
 

Charging problem throws spanner in the works for electric buses in Karachi 
 
Smooth operation of electric buses, launched in the metropolis in January this year, has become a serious challenge for its 
management as the half of the total 40-bus fleet is gathering dust for past several weeks after one of the two power stations faced 
capacity issues and failed to charge all high-tech public transport carriers. 
 
Realising the complexity of the challenge, the authorities have decided to rebuild a new power station at the Mehran Depot near 
the Jinnah International Airport, closing down the one in Malir Cantonment. 
 
In this connection the process has been started to install machinery and acquire the required power supply system. 
 
A source privy to the current challenges said that the electric buses were plying three different routes. “Two power stations for 
total 40 buses are in Bahria Town and Malir Cantt. The one in Bahria Town is working fine and 20 electric buses dedicated for its 
route are operational. However, the one in Malir Cantt is constantly facing serious power supply and voltage fluctuation issues. It 
hardly charges five [electric] buses a day. Some 15 electric buses on two other routes are lying parked in the depot.” 
 
Govt to build new power station as some 15 e-buses gathering dust 
 
Sources said that on two routes of electric buses — Tank Chowk near Jinnah Avenue to Clock Tower at Seaview and Malir Cantt 
Check Post 5 to M.A. Jinnah Road — only five electric buses are being run while the gap is being filled by red diesel buses of 
Sindh Peoples Bus Service. 
 
Launched amid much fanfare earlier this year, the electric buses faced several hiccups mainly due to issues related to charging 
of their batteries. 
 
In April, the service of electric buses on two routes was stopped and it remained suspended for over two months after the charger 
being used for recharging the batteries had ‘started malfunctioning’. Finally the service resumed in July following the import of a 
new charging system from China. 
 
“The latest issue is also related to the charging of the batteries but it’s little different one [compared to last one],” said the source. 
 
“The power station of these buses in Malir Cantt doesn’t get the required power supply to charge all 20 buses. There are two 
types of chargers — 160kV and 180kV. With a little than required supply or power, they are unable to charge the required number 
of buses.” 
 
For a permanent solution, the management has marked an area in Mehran Depot near the airport where a new power station is 
being set up and for that purpose the K-Electric has already been requested to install a system solely dedicated for charging the 
electric buses, the sources added. 
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“All due formalities have almost been completed. The KE has been requested to set up a 500kV power station at Mehran Depot. 
The new station is expected to be operational within next few weeks, which will fix this problem for once and for all,” he added. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 15, 29/09/2023) 
 

Female public bus drivers initiative falls flat 
 
An ambitious yet lacking awareness about the law of the land plan, to enlist female drivers for government operated buses in 
Karachi has hit a snag and in turn exposed the short-sightedness of the provincial transit authority. 
 
Last month the Sindh Mass Transit Authority had called for applications from women who wanted to drive public buses, under 
the Karachi Mobility Project. Successful applicants were to be trained in driving heavy vehicles and then would be able to get a 
job as bus drivers with the authority. Resultantly, about two dozen women applied. 
 
However, the authority quickly realised that they had erred by inviting applications because they had overlooked the basic 
requirement for obtaining a heavy transport vehicle (HTV) licence. The prevalent traffic laws in Sindh mandate that to be eligible 
for an HTV licence, one needs to have had a light transport vehicle (LTV) licence for a minimum of 3 years. 
 
A significant majority of the two dozen female applicants did not even have an LTV licence let alone have one for the stipulated 
time frame. Bashir Mirjat, Deputy Director of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority, whilst talking to the Express Tribune, 
acknowledged the department’s lack of awareness about vehicle licensing laws but was quick to add that the female applicants 
were now being trained to operate heavy vehicles. “Driving training is being provided to the female applicants at the National 
Highway and Motorway Training Institute, to enable them to be economically self-sufficient,” explained Mirjat, adding that the 
applicants would be eligible to be bus drivers in the future. 
 
“By the time the Yellow Line buses are introduced, these women will have the requisite experience to obtain a HTV licence.” 
Kamal Dayo, Managing Director of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority, agreeing with Mirjat’s optimistic take, informed that the 
authority has now invited fresh applications for female drivers and will train them with the help of National Highway and Motorway 
Police so that they can have employment in the near future. However, the Yellow Line project, under which 268 buses will serve 
the populace of Karachi from Landhi Dawood Chorangi to Khudaabad, has a completion timeline of June 2025; therefore, it 
remains to be seen how the authority envisions that women bus drivers will become economically sufficient soon. 
 
Nevertheless the authority’s vision has precedent in the Tharparkar area of the province, where women have been driving trucks 
and dumpers for more than 5 years. As per Khatao Jani, a journalist from Tharparkar: “At least 25 women belonging to different 
areas of Thar like Mithi, Islamkot, and Nagarparkar, have been driving trucks and dumpers at the coal plant for 6 years now.” 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 02/10/2023) 
 

Sindh CM Baqar unhappy over delay in merger of BRT Orange, Green lines 
 
Despite having bus rapid transit (BRT) system since December 2021, hundreds of thousands of people in Karachi are still 

deprived of availing the full benefit of the multi-billion rupee service because of 
non-execution of a planned merger of two major lines — Green and Orange. 
 
The delay has kept around over a million Karachiites away from enjoying an 
economical and comfortable travelling service, it emerged on Thursday. 
 
Caretaker Sindh Chief Minister retired Justice Maqbool Baqar termed the 
situation ‘not satisfactory’ when he was informed about the progress during a 
meeting held at CM House to review different projects of the Transport & Mass 
Transit Department. 
 
It came out during the meeting that the potential of the BRT system could not be 

exploited to the full depriving a large number of Karachiites of an economical public transport facility. 
 
Proposed integration will increase Orange Line’s ridership from 3,000 to 25,000 per day, meeting told 
 
A statement issued after the meeting said that the meeting participants were told about Green Line BRT project which was made 
operational in December 2021. The 20.9-km BRT project currently serves with 80 buses operating on its dedicated route with an 
average ridership of 55,000 people per day. 
 
“The CM said that its ridership in terms of buses and the length of the project was not satisfactory,” said the statement. 
 
At this point, the statement said, the CM was told that when the other BRTs such as Yellow Line and another feeder would start 
operating, the ridership of the BRT Green Line would increase to 150,000 to 200,000 daily. 
 
While the launch, completion and execution of three other planned Red, Yellow and Blue BRTs remain a distant dream, the 
situation also doesn’t look promising with the two already available projects, Green and Orange. 
 
“The CM was informed that the BRT Orange Line was 3.8km with 20 buses on the main track,” said the statement. 
 
“Its ridership has been recorded at 3,000 per day. The merger between the Green and Orange line could increase the number of 
passenger from 3,000 to 25,000 per day. The CM directed the transport department to integrate the Orange Line with the Green 
Line to increase its ridership.” 
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KCR project 
The meeting, which was attended by chairman of planning and development Shakil Mangnejo, principal secretary to chief minister 
Hassan Naqvi, secretary of transport Asad Zamin, and officers of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority, also discussed the KCR 
project. 
 
The secretary of transport, Mr Zamin, while briefing the meeting said that a feasibility of the project had been completed and it 
would be a primary mass transit corridor to improve the mass transportation system. 
 
“The financing agency of the KCR would be CPEC and implementation, execution and operation would be carried out by Karachi 
Urban Transport Company [KUTC],” said the statement citing discussion at the meeting. 
 
“The CM was told that the KCR was discussed in the 10th Joint Working Group (JWG) forum in September between Pakistan 
and a Chinese delegation to finalise the updated feasibility study submitted to the China Railway Authority. The Chinese 
Delegation responded positively and assured necessary approvals in a timely manner.” 
 
He was told the federal government had asked the Sindh government to update/revise the KCR Framework Agreement. 
 
Justice Baqar directed the transport department to finalise the framework agreement within the next three days and report to him. 
 
He said he would talk to the federal government to issue a Sovereign Guarantee against the loan to be provided for the project. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 15, 06/10/2023) 
 

Move to use bumpy paver tiles for building roads raises concerns 
 
After recent construction of the Gulistan-i-Jauhar underpass with paver tiles and yet another government initiative of building a 
portion of Shahrah-i-Quaideen with the same rough and porous material, instead of using the conventional asphalt, in a bid to 
reduce cost and tackle sewage problems, has raised serious questions about road users safety and comfort on the bumpy surface 
built for regular traffic. 
 
The government has recently built a portion of Shahrah-i-Quaideen with paver tiles after using the rough material for road 
construction in Gulistan-i-Jauhar underpass, which is 1.1 kilometre long and 18.5 metres wide. 
 
Typically, the paver tiles are used for construction of driveways, footpaths, patios, courtyards and other outdoor areas. 
 
However, City Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab said the paver tiles were used at both the places on the advice of consultants 
considering ‘ground realities’ and future prospects for the city. 
 
“The city faces serious challenges like sewerage and drainage system problem,” he said. 
 
“At some spots the problem has become so severe that it reoccurs after every few months requiring maintenance operation which 
includes digging of roads and then its carpeting once the operation is done. The KWSC has already taken an initiative of a modern 
system which may take time, so it’s a kind of stopgap arrangement till the city sewerage and drainage system is completely fixed,” 
the mayor said. 
 
Secondly, he mentioned, the underpasses built in the past by different administrations had developed serious seepage problems 
that still remained a serious challenge for local administrations. 
 
Damaged roads due to overflowing gutters have become a constant source of extra spending and maintenance, the mayor said 
and claimed that the road built by paver tiles in Gulistan-i-Jauhar underpass would address that particular problem. 
 
“If this goes well, we will definitely go for more,” he said referring to the same structures used in developed countries. 
 
However, experts don’t see the initiative very promising. 
 
Muhammad Toheed, an urban planner and geographer and associate director at Karachi Urban Lab, Institute of Business 
Administration (IBA), questions the durability of pavers for regular traffic. 
 
He believes that paver blocks aren’t meant to handle regular traffic as they’re mainly used on pedestrian surface or driveways 
meant for light vehicle movement. 
 
He also took to social media to share his motorbike ride experience over the road of paver tiles in Gulistan-i-Jauhar. 
 
“You would constantly feel jerks while riding over this paver road. A large number of people in our city ride motorbike with women, 
children and other elderly people as pillion riders. Apart from unfit for heavy or regular traffic, the paver tiles pose serious danger 
to bike riders as well,” he said. 
 
Dr Noman Ahmed, head of department of architecture and planning of the NED University of Engineering Technology agrees 
that the paver tiles do not offer any comfortable travelling experience. 
 
Secondly, high friction on paver roads ultimately slows down the movement of traffic, he added. 
 
“When the vehicles movement would slow down in the rush hour it will lead to traffic congestion. Secondly we don’t know yet how 
effective are these pavers in terms of interlocking,” he said. 
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Since the paver tiles are new experiment for road construction, he believes that authorities should go for a third party evaluation 
to establish an expert opinion about the durability of the structure and its future prospects. 
 
“It’s a new experience here so I think an evaluation should be carried by independent experts. It would help understand future 
prospects for using the material for road construction,” he added. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 09/10/2023) 
 

Schoolchildren travelling in LPG rickshaws 
 
The average student en route to school can be found hastily flipping through a textbook or clumsily straightening a crease on 
their uniform however, for the schoolchildren regularly travelling through a Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) run rickshaw, the 
dread of their journey on a ticking time bomb is too overwhelming for them to be worried about their destination. 
 
Where peaking inflation has altered the consumption habits and living standards of multitudes across the country, parents seeking 
a cost-effective and safe travel option for their school going children have been faced with a new conundrum, as they struggle to 
choose between the pricier school vans on the one hand and the highly explosive LPG run rickshaws on the other. 
 
Amber, the mother of a second grader, used to send her son to school on a van, which cost her Rs 2,000 per month, however a 
50 per cent increase in the van’s charges forced her and her husband to look elsewhere for other cheaper options. “We were 
able to find a nine-seater rickshaw which charged us Rs 2,000 per month as transportation charges. Even though the rickshaw 
runs on LPG and is not safe for our child, we have no other option until the school vans decrease their fares,” confessed Amber. 
 
Nazimuddin, a driver of a school van, agreeing with Amber, felt that since a long-time parents had entrusted school vans with the 
responsibility of taking their children to school and back. “However, the recent increase in the prices of petroleum products has 
forced many transporters including me to increase the transportation charges by Rs 500 to Rs 2,000. Due to this, countless 
parents have turned away from vans and have hired LPG rickshaws for taking their children to school, even though they are 
aware of the explosive nature of these vehicles,” said Nazimuddin. 
 
According to Asif Shah, the Vice Principal of a local school, peaking inflation has led to an increase in the transportation charges 
of school vans, which has pushed away many financially stressed parents towards risky alternatives like LPG rickshaws, which 
not only contain explosive material but also have missing doors and carry a larger number of student passengers than would be 
considered safe. 
 
However, LPG rickshaw drivers like Adnan, have happily welcomed the change in preferences of parents as the growing number 
of passengers signals greater earnings. “Driving a rickshaw as a school van has allowed me to earn a decent monthly income,” 
shared Adnan, who felt that parents trusted him with their kids’ safety. 
 
On the other hand, Ustad Mansoor, a rickshaw mechanic opined that LPG rickshaws were always unsafe, regardless of the 
degree of caution exhibited by the driver. “An LPG run rickshaw is like a moving bomb and if a substandard cylinder is installed, 
the chances of it exploding are even higher,” warned Manzoor. 
 
Speaking to the Express Tribune on the matter, Rafia Mallah, Additional Director General, at the Sindh Education Department 
said, “The safe transportation of children to schools is the responsibility of the parents. However, the usage of LPG rickshaws is 
very unsafe, and we will issue a letter to all educational institutions to raise awareness among parents on the hazards of sending 
their children to school in such vehicles.” 
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 10/10/2023) 
 

Karachi University’s women students learn bicycle, e-bike riding 
 

The ground and road opposite the 
administration block of the University of 
Karachi was abuzz with activity on 
Thursday as female students were 
being taught bicycle riding if they didn’t 
know how to already. They were also 
being introduced to electric motorbikes 
or e-bikes, as they are known, provided 
by Vlektra. 
 
The idea was the same for both the 
bicycles as well as the e-bikes. Both 
cause zero carbon emissions. 
Therefore, the youth of the country 
needs to be encouraged to move 
towards such modes of transport as 

well as promote and spread awareness about them. 
Hosted by the Centre for Excellence for Women’s Studies, this project and campaign at the KU was held in collaboration with the 
ClimateAction Centre (CAC) and Vlektra. 
 
Besides helping in protecting the environment, the event also offered a way to increase healthy physical activity, which cycling 
provides. 
 
Vow to promote trend to ensure eco-friendly environment in country 
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Though it was the girl students who were at the front and centre of the event, there were some boys there also. But they seemed 
more interested in the e-bikes than the bicycles. Still there were a few who also rode bicycles. “It’s been a while since I rode a 
bicycle. I realise that it would be better for me and the entire world if I stop using transport, which runs on fuel,” Salman Ali, a third 
year student of the Geography Department, told Dawn. 
 
The girls who didn’t know how to ride a bicycle were first trying their hand on the cycles. Many of them seemed immensely proud 
of themselves as they successfully learned how to ride them. Those who already knew how to were also teaching others. They 
also had test rides of the e-bikes. 
 
Areeba Fatima Rao of the Department of Mass Communications said that she was looking forward to learning and was hopeful 
to learn in a couple of hours or even less. Rumaisa Ishaq from the Urdu Department was happily pedaling away as she was 
taught how to ride a bicycle by her elder brother, Mohammed Sohaib, when she was little. Midhat Zehra also knew how to ride 
bicycles from before and was there to teaching others. “No one taught me. I learned by myself. I must have fallen down many 
times while learning but still I didn’t get discouraged,” she said. 
 
Javeria Faiz, coordinator with CAC, said that they have around 30 to 35 KU students who are interning with them. “We are 
exploring how to sustain the green environment along with looking at the impacts of environment degradation. Bicycling is also a 
part of our research. They are healthier and cost-effective, too,” she said. 
 
“Around 24 per cent of carbon emission in Pakistan is due to motorcycles and 69 per cent of the transport system comprised 
them,” she shared. 
 
“Initially we have a pilot project, which will see us donating some 50 bicycles to students here to promote zero carbon emissions 
within the university campus. The e-bikes are also a part of this,” she added. 
 
She also shared that they first got 25 female students of whom only four could ride bicycles. “And by the end of the day, there 
were 21 others who could also ride,” she said. 
 
Kabir Zaidi of Vlektra said that they specially brought their e-bikes to the female students of the university because he felt that 
they should know how it feels to ride an e-bike. “See, women already get fewer chances to ride bikes. So we thought this would 
be a good opportunity to let them have a feel of riding e-bikes,” he said. “It’s automatic, has no gears or clutch. So it offers a 
simple and easy ride, which is also good for the environment,” he added. 
 
The hands-on experience enabled the students to understand the functionality, efficiency and eco-friendliness of bicycles as well 
as e-bikes. 
 
KU Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Khalid Mahmood Iraqi also said that cycling is a very good option for a person’s physical health, 
and added that by promoting the trend of cycling on campus, people can play their role in reducing environmental pollution as 
well as curtailing transport expenditures. 
 
He also mentioned that one of the main reasons for the rapidly increasing cases of diabetes and heart disease in Pakistan is due 
to a lack of exercise culture. 
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 20/10/2023) 
 

Commuters hustle for seats in public transport 
 
As Karachi continues to attract a large segment of the working age population for employment purposes, the public transport 
system fails to keep up, as a growing number of commuters on the Peoples Bus Service leaves no room for commuters to breathe 
let alone move. 
 
Initiated in 2022 by the Sindh government, the Peoples Bus Service (PBS), which operates through 11 lines covering 42 
kilometers, starts its route from Khokhropar and passed through Saudabad, Malir Halt, Drigh Road Station, Shahrah-e-Faisal, 
Karsaz, Karachi Press Club, and the Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi before ending at the Port Tower Complex. 
 
In recent times however, the overcrowding of the limited number of buses across multiple busy routes especially the Shahrah-e-
Faisal, Gulshan-e-Hadeed and Merewether Clock Tower, has created much inconvenience for regular commuters, who in the 
absence of available seats have to stand unsteadily for long durations in the congested and poorly ventilated buses. 
 
“The number of passengers travelling through the buses exceeds their capacity. As a result of this overload, the majority of 
passengers are unable to find a seat and have to stand throughout their journeys,” observed Muhammad Javed, a commuter, 
who went on to add that a lot of passengers including women and the elderly had no option but to sit on the floor or occupy the 
steps at the end of the bus. 
 
Javed’s observation was backed by Abdul Saad, a senior citizen travelling through the overflowing bus at Gulshan-e-Hadeed, 
who was unable to find a seat for himself and out of his exhaustion had to sit uncomfortably at the steps of the bus. 
 
Similarly, Shahida Parveen, a regular commuter taking route one from Saddar to Clifton highlighted the fact that sometimes the 
bus was so congested that there was not even enough space to sit on the floor or at the steps. “During the rush hour, people are 
crammed together tightly, leaving no room for me to even stand let alone sit,” claimed Parveen, who narrated an incident where 
the bus was so overcrowded that the conductor was unable to close its doors. 
 
Expanding on the state of congestion inside the brimming buses, Amina, a commuter from the Lines area, opined that the 
overcrowding of passengers in the buses negatively impacted their cooling systems, which led to the accumulation of heat. “Since, 
the windows of these buses are closed, passengers, especially those with respiratory ailments, feel suffocated inside,” said 
Amina. 
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According to sources, the passenger seating capacity of the Peoples Bus Service is 30 seats, while 70 to 100 people can stand 
however, most buses carry as many as 100 to 150 extra passengers, contributing towards the overcrowding and suffocation 
inside the buses. 
 
“Overloading is a violation of travel rules since it can cause accidents,” cautioned Muhammad Tawheed, an urban planner, who 
urged the government to increase the number of buses on busy routes. 
 
On the other hand, Dr Noman Ahmed, an expert on transport, felt that the government on its own could only do so much. “The 
government must encourage the private sector to invest in modern transport projects in the city by offering subsidies,” asserted 
Dr Ahmed. 
 
When asked about the shortage of buses, Bashir Mir, Operational In-charge at the Sindh Mass Transit Authority, said: 
 
“According to a report by the World Bank, we require 15,000 buses in Karachi but have only 200 red buses. We are considering 
adding more buses to the PBS.” Karachi’s public transportation system has been no stranger to capacity-related challenges over 
the years. Experts have raised concerns about the long-term consequences of this overloading, particularly in regard to the well-
being of the buses. 
 
According to a Sindh transportation official, “Each bus is designed to carry a specific maximum load. Overloading or having 
overcrowded buses can undeniably impact the durability of these vehicles.” 
 
He further explained, “Considering that the typical lifespan of a bus is 10 years, the risk of mechanical failures occurring 
prematurely is a significant concern due to excessive overloading.” 
(By Amir Khan / Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 22/10/2023) 
 

Sindh govt plans to construct ‘plastic roads’ in Karachi 
 
The Sindh government is considering constructing ‘plastic roads’ in the metropolis and the caretaker chief minister has directed 
the authorities to explore the viability of the concept, it emerged on Saturday. 
 
A few months ago, an oil marketing company had introduced the first plastic-infused road in the metropolis by recycling over 2.5 
tonnes of discarded lubricant plastic bottles for the construction of a 730-foot-long and 60-foot-wide road. 
 
Thousands of tonnes of solid waste is collected daily in the city by the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board. It has two plants 
for converting five tonnes of kitchen waste into fertilizer and as many tonnes plastic waste to recycled raw plastic on a daily basis. 
 
The matter was discussed at a meeting of the works and services department, where caretaker Chief Minister retired Justice 
Maqbool Baqar reviewed the development portfolio of the department. 
 
Interim CM asks officials to conduct in-depth study 
 
He said that most of the countries had started constructing plastic roads and there was a need of the same in the metropolis. 
 
He directed the department to conduct a thorough study on the matter and submit its recommendation for necessary action. 
 
The works secretary briefed the CM about the progress of inspections he conducted in various districts of Sindh. 
 
He also showed the CM a new inspection proforma, and its parameters developed by the department. The CM directed the 
department to add a new column in the inspection report proforma to reflect the ‘causes and details about the revision of the 
scheme/project’. 
 
The CM also directed the works department to include a column in the inspection proforma about the performance of the 
contractor and officers involved in that project. 
 
‘Zero tolerance for substandard work’ 
He directed the works dept to take stern departmental action against delinquent officers involved in corrupt practices and causing 
poor work of different development projects. 
 
He categorically said that there would be zero tolerance for substandard work and those involved must be taken to the task. 
 
The CM was also briefed about a government manual and mandate assigned to various field formations/offices of the department. 
 
He said that for every major development project, there should be digital recordings, images, or videos at every stage of the 
project. “The recorded data can be stored in the archives in the shape of DVDs or in USB form,” he said. 
 
The secretary briefed the CM about his field visits to inspect the development schemes of road and buildings sectors of districts 
Badin, Tharparkar, Umerkot, Tando Muhammad Khan, Tando Allahyar, Matiari, Hyderabad and Sanghar. 
 
To a question, he informed the CM that his observations during the visit to the schemes included that no milestone was installed 
on the completed scheme, quality of roads, particularly in Sanghar, was not good, bridges almost in all schemes were not been 
attended properly, shoulders of most of the schemes were not compacted properly, visits were not carried out by the engineers 
concerned and record of completed schemes was not readily available on the site. 
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Justice Baqar directed the maintenance of proper logbooks of official vehicles where all the necessary information must be 
included. 
He said that road safety research programmes, especially on Indus Highway, should be launched. 
 
Justice Baqar also directed the works secretary to conduct a third-party audit of all the taxes collected at various provincial 
highways, except those projects running on public-private-partnership mode, because in most cases these toll taxes were not 
reflected in non-tax revenue receipts. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 22/10/2023) 
 

Electric bus service faces threat of complete closure 
 
Within a year of its launch amid much media fanfare, the electric bus service of the Sindh government faces a threat of complete 
closure after two of its three routes have been suspended abruptly, leaving thousands of passengers in quandary, officials sources 
said on Monday. 
 
The one route still working is also operating less than the designated number of the high-tech public transport carriers. 
 
The week began for the thousands of passengers of the electric buses on two different routes to know the shocking fact that the 
buses they were waiting for would no more be in service. 
 
Speaking on the condition of anonymity, an official confirmed that the two routes — EV-1 and EV-3 — had been suspended for 
“an indefinite period” without mentioning reasons and only citing “some crucial issues”. 
 
The EV-1 starts from Tank Chowk near Jinnah Avenue and passes through the airport area, Sharea Faisal, FTC, Korangi, and 
Khayaban-i-Ittehad to culminate at Clock Tower at Seaview. 
 
Buses are being plied on only one of the three routes in the city, claims an official 
 
The EV-3 starts from Malir Cantt Check Post 5 and passes through Safoora Chowrangi, Mosamiyat, Kamran Chowrangi , Perfume 
Chowk, Millennium Mall, Dalmia, Aga Khan Hospital and Liaquat National Hospital to reach M. A. Jinnah Road. 
 
“The service on these two routes is no more operational,” said the official. 
 
The official, however, insisted that the EV-2 that started from Bahria Town Karachi towards Malir Halt and passed through M9 
Toll Plaza, Baqai University, Jinnah Avenue, Malir Cantt and Tank Chowk to end its journey in Model Colony was “working fine”. 
 
The service started facing jerks a few weeks ago as the half of the total 40-bus fleet started gathering dust after one of the two 
power stations faced capacity issues and failed to charge all high-tech public transport carriers. 
 
Two power stations for total 40 electric buses were initially deployed in Bahria Town and Malir Cantt. The one in Bahria Town is 
working fine and 20 electric buses dedicated for its route are operational. 
 
“However, the one in Malir Cantt is constantly facing serious power supply and voltage fluctuation issues,” said a source privy to 
the recent history of the electric bus service’s operations. 
 
“It hardly charged the required number of buses a day. So the electric buses on the two other routes have been lying parked in 
the depot for the past many weeks. Therefore, the management decided to bring in the regular red diesel buses of the Sindh 
People’s Bus Service to bridge the gap. But all of a sudden, those buses have also been pulled out of the roads and the operation 
on the two routes have been suspended,” the source added. 
 
Launched in January this year, the electric buses faced several hiccups, mainly due to issues related to charging of their batteries 
since it started its operation. In April, the service of electric buses on two routes was stopped and it remained suspended for over 
two months after the charger being used for recharging the batteries had ‘started malfunctioning’. Finally, the service resumed in 
July, following the import of a new charging system from China. 
 
“The service has been facing the issue related to the charging of the batteries since the launch,” said the source. “The power 
station of these buses in Malir Cantt doesn’t get the required power supply to charge all the buses. There are two types of 
chargers — 160kV and 180kV. With a little than required supply or power, they are unable to charge the required number of 
buses,” the official added. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 24/10/2023) 
 

Plastic roads 
 
The Sindh government’s contemplation of constructing plastic roads signals a paradigm shift in urban development, intertwining 
innovation with sustainability. The initiative, started by a successful pilot project of recycling lubricant plastic bottles for road 
construction, embodies a progressive approach to urban and waste management. 
 
Karachi, like many rapidly growing cities, faces a multitude of challenges, from increasing waste accumulation to the demand for 
sustainable infrastructure. The introduction of plastic roads presents a unique solution that addresses both issues simultaneously. 
By recycling discarded plastic, often a significant contributor to environmental pollution, into road construction material, the city 
can pave its streets with a sustainable approach. Plastic roads offer a more eco-friendly alternative to traditional asphalt. The 
recycling of plastic bottles and other discarded materials for road construction will ultimately help reduce the city’s carbon footprint. 
It not only minimises the environmental impact of plastic waste but also lessens the reliance on conventional construction 
materials, contributing to resource conservation. The directives from the caretaker CM to explore the feasibility of plastic roads 
acknowledge the global trend of adopting this innovative approach. Many countries have successfully implemented plastic roads, 
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demonstrating their viability and effectiveness. In Karachi, where population density and traffic congestion pose unique 
challenges, the exploration of such alternatives becomes crucial for sustainable urban development. 
 
While the plastic roads initiative presents a promising solution to immediate challenges, it is imperative to conduct thorough 
research on its long-term efficacy. Karachi should take a proactive approach in investigating factors such as durability, 
environmental impact over time and the feasibility of large-scale implementation. This research will provide valuable insights into 
the sustainability and effectiveness of plastic roads, guiding future urban development initiatives. 
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 24/10/2023) 
 

Rallies, ‘power riots’ play havoc with Karachi’s traffic system 
 
Commuters and road users experienced severe transportation problems due to protests and rallies taken out in the city against 
power and water shortages and several other rallies over host of issues, including marches in support of Palestine, in the 
metropolis on Saturday. 
 
The protest demonstrations in various localities triggered prolonged traffic jams on M.A. Jinnah Road near the Numaish 
intersection, Sharea Faisal on Karsaz, Teen Talwar in Clifton, University Road near NED University and Preedy Street in Saddar, 
causing immense inconvenience to commuters. 
 
Police said a protest demonstration was staged at Jinnah Ground near the mausoleum of the Quaid-i-Azam against power 
shortages and water crisis, which forced traffic authorities to divert traffic onto alternative routes. 
 
Another protest rally on a similar issue was held on Preedy Street near Shahabuddin Market. 
 
A traffic police spokesperson said that because of the protest demonstrations, vehicular traffic was diverted from Peoples 
Chowrangi to Society Signal and from Saddar Dawakhan to Lucky Star. 
 
The officials said a rally by a political party was also arranged in favour of Palestine at Teen Talwar in Clifton. Because of that 
rally, traffic was diverted towards Cantonment Station from Hoshang Chowk and Ziauddin Ahmed Road. 
 
Similarly, another rally was taken out at Karsaz on main Sharea Faisal, which also adversely affected the smooth flow of traffic. 
 
Moreover, vehicles were also checked on main University Road for security near Safari Park due to a programme at NED 
University, which also disrupted the flow of the traffic on the main artery. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 15, 29/10/2023) 
 

CM orders removal of hurdles in Malir Expressway 
 
Caretaker Sindh Chief Minister Justice (retd) Maqbool Baqar has said that he would talk to the Pakistan Railways, KE authorities, 
and the Ministry of Defence to remove all the bottlenecks that emerged in the ongoing Malir Expressway Project, otherwise the 
banks, financing the project, would hold their hand back and the cost of the project would escalate manifold. 
 
This he said during his visit to the under-construction Malir Expressway. He was accompanied by caretaker Minister Arshad Wali 
Mohammad, PSCM to CM Agha Wasif and other concerned officers. The Project Director Malir Expressway briefing the CM said 
that the work on the project started on May 12, 2022, with a completion period of 30 months. 
 
The Malir Expressway is 38.661 km long starting from the existing Jam Sadiq Bridge to Kathore M-9. The design speed of the 
expressway is 100 km/hour. The width of the carriageway is 30.9 meter and it is a six-lane, (three-into-three) lane with a 100 
meter right of way. The Expressway has six interchanges, and two toll plazas and its physical progress on Segment No.1 (from 
Jam Sadiq interchange to 15 km- Quiadabad) is 59.8 per cent and 14.4 per cent on Segment No.2 (from 15km Quiadabad to 
39km Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway). 
 
The CM was informed that the execution of the Jam Sadiq interchange was initially planned to start on May 24, 2022 but due to 
various impediments such as KE, Yellow Line interventions and SPD, the activities could not commence as planned. 
 
The CM was also informed that after several meetings with the Yellow Line authorities, the design was finalised and agreed upon 
by all the concerned. He was told that the removal of KE installations crossing over Jam Sadiq bridge was still pending, due to 
non-payment from the Sindh government. The SPD, despite an NOC from the Ministry of Defence, is not allowing the work, even 
though the elevated structure is at a safe distance. The project director Niaz Soomro told the chief minister that 40 per cent of 
the work on EBM Interchange, and 45 per cent on Shah Faisal Interchange has been achieved. 
 
The CM was told that an NOC from the Railways for the Quaidabad Interchange was awaited. The execution of the Quaidabad 
Interchange was initially planned to commence on May 24, 2022, but due to the non-issuance of NOC from the Railways, the 
concessionaire was unable to fulfil their obligations according to the planned milestones. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 02/11/2023) 
 

SPD raises objection to construction of Malir Expressway, Baqar told 
 
Interim Sindh Chief Minister retired Justice Maqbool Baqar was informed on Wednesday that the country’s premier organisation 
Strategic Plans Division (SPD) had raised objection over the construction of elevated structure of the Malir Expressway. 
 
The information was provided to the CM during his visit to the under-construction project that would connect DHA City and Bahria 
Town to the main city, especially DHA and Clifton. Serious concerns over the adverse environmental impact of the project have 
been raised at proper forum, including an environmental tribunal and the Sindh High Court. 
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Justice Baqar was informed that the execution of the Malir Expressway was being delayed due to various impediments. 
 
The CM was briefed that the SPD, which administers National Command Authority’s policies over the country’s nuclear and 
missile programmes, was not allowing construction work despite the fact that the defence ministry had already issued a no-
objection certificate (NOC). 
 
The CM was informed that the SPD authorities were opposing the project even though the elevated structure of the expressway 
was at a safe distance. 
 
Caretaker CM visits project site, educational institutes, police station; suspends school education director 
 
Justice Baqar said that he would personally talk to the SPD authorities as well the defence ministry to remove all the bottlenecks. 
 
He directed the project director of the Malir Expressway and Transport Secretary Asad Zamin to prepare a brief for him for each 
impediment/NOC so that he could talk to the authorities concerned to speed up work on this project of national importance. 
 
The chief minister was told that 65 per cent of the funds for the project were being borrowed from banks and if the work kept 
lingering the banks would shy away from financing the project. 
 
With six interchanges and two toll plazas, the Malir Expressway is 38.661 km long starting from the existing Jam Sadiq Bridge to 
Kathore M-9. The design speed of the expressway is 100 km/hour. the width of the carriageway is 30.9 km and it is a six-lane, 
(three-into-three) lane with a 100-meter Right of way. 
 
Baqar to talk to PR, KE for Jam Sadiq interchange 
Regarding the construction of Jam Sadiq interchange, the CM was informed that the project was being delayed due to K-Electric 
and Bus Rapid Transit Yellow Line interventions. 
 
Project Director Niaz Soomro told the chief minister that 40 per cent of the work on EBM Interchange, and 45pc on Shah Faisal 
Interchange had been completed. 
 
The CM was told that a NOC from Pakistan Railways (PR) for the Quaidabad interchange was still awaited. He was informed that 
the execution of the Quaidabad interchange was initially planned to commence on May 24, 2022, but due to the non-issuance of 
the NOC the concessionaire was unable to fulfil their obligations according to the planned milestones. 
 
The officials said that after several meetings with the Yellow Line authorities, the design was finalised and agreed upon by all the 
concerned. 
 
The CM was told that the removal of KE installations crossing over Jam Sadiq bridge was still pending as the provincial 
government had not paid the cost. 
 
Justice Baqar said that he would talk to the Pakistan Railways and KE authorities to remove all the bottlenecks. 
 
Surprise visits 
During his surprise visit to districts Malir and Korangi, the CM placed the services of the director-school education, chief monitoring 
officer (CMO) education, Malir and tapedar of Malir under suspension for their alleged negligence. 
 
The education dept officers have completely failed to improve the educational atmosphere in their schools and none of them were 
ready to conduct inspection of their sub-offices so that their issues could be resolved in the public interest, the CM said. 
 
He also paid a surprise visit to the Girls College Landhi and Landhi police station. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 02/11/2023) 
 

Lyari Expressway marred by lack of upkeep 
 
The general wisdom of the populace for infrastructure projects which cost billions of rupees to the public exchequer is that they 
will last for decades and make their life easier. However, the Lyari Expressway has proven otherwise. The 38-kilometre long 
road, built along the Lyari River, in Karachi, which became fully operational in 2018, is still facing critical issues to date despite 
an upwards of Rs 9 billion of public monies spent on its construction. For instance, the North and South bound tracks of the 
expressway still have unfinished service roads, and the railings and jersey barriers are in a dilapidated condition. 
 
Muhammad Safdar, who lives nearby and is a regular user of the expressway, commenting on the state of the multi-lane road, 
said that despite being functional for some 6 years now the road does not even have proper lighting. “Those in charge of the 
expressway’s maintenance are only concerned with collecting toll tax and not actually spending the collected tax on its upkeep,” 
he remarked.Safdar’s opinion holds weight, as an on-ground survey conducted by The Express Tribune shows that some portions 
of the highway are in dire straits. 
 
To illustrate: iron railings on the North and South bound roads are missing entirely, the pedestrian bridges are littered with 
garbage, and some residents who live next to the expressway have actually encroached upon it. In this regard, an officer of the 
National Highway Authority (NHA), the department regarded as the custodian of the country’s highways, conceded to The Express 
Tribune, under the condition of anonymity, that the multi-billion rupee project was facing numerous challenges. “A paucity of funds 
has resulted in lack of maintenance, missing lighting, and unbuilt service roads,” the official revealed. Nevertheless, the 
expressway is not a stranger to such mismanagement. 
 
The multi-lane road network was conceived in 2002 and was scheduled to be completed in 2009 but only became fully operational 
9 years later in 2018. Moreover, its present-day problems with encroachments have also been there since its inception, as more 
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than 30,000 residents, on both sides of the Lyari River, who were affected by its construction, initially refused to move from their 
lands and only caved in when both provincial and municipal authorities gave them no other option apart from relocation. 
 
Given the Lyari Expressway’s seemingly never ending problems, The Express Tribune, also spoke with Farhan Akhtar, a 
Superintendent of the Motorway Police. “Our department is only responsible for regulating traffic on the expressway. Collection 
of toll tax and spending it on the expressway’s cleanliness, maintenance, and further construction is the NHA’s domain. There is 
nothing we can do about it,” clarified Akhtar. In light of Akhtar’s clarification, The Express Tribune contacted Munir Memon, the 
NHA’s Member for Sindh, to inquire about the lack of maintenance on the expressway but did not hear back from him. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 13/11/2023) 
 

Unregistered transporters imperil passengers 
 
As soaring petrol rates push citizens towards choosing the cheapest travel option available, an army of unregistered transport 

providers cunningly capitalize on the situation, as they gleefully welcome dispirited 
passengers. 
 
With a large segment of the working age population turning towards the port city for 
better employment opportunities, the demand for inexpensive, automated transport 
has grown markedly over the years, creating an environment conducive to the 
expansion of unregistered transport services, which offer bike and car rides at low 
fares to passengers in areas like the Cantt, Drigh Road, Landhi, Saddar, Sohrab 
Goth and Lyari, stirring panic among the populace, who resent the added risk to their 
lives and valuables, that accompanies travelling with an unidentifiable driver.  
 
 Sohail Irshad, a private office employee, who relies on an unregistered bike service 
for daily commute due to a leg injury, shared his reservations about his mode of 

travel. 
 
 “Even though the fare is reasonable, I would not recommend this to others since an accident can happen anytime and no one 
can be held accountable,” opined Irshad, who called on the government to initiate the registration of the plethora of unlisted 
transport providers that have mushroomed in recent years. 
 
 Another citizen Salman confirmed Irshad’s judgment, when he reported encountering countless unregistered transport providers 
across different markets, shopping centers, hospitals, railway stations and bus stops, who were offering bargainable fares to 
travelers for reaching a variety of destinations. 
 
 Saif, a traveler from Sargodha, who reached Karachi in a bus, shared his experience with the swarm of unregistered bike drivers 
that received him at the Sohrab Goth Bus Stop.  
 
 “Multiple bikers offered to drop me home and each claimed that they would allow me to decide the fare. I chose one of them and 
came home after paying Rs350 as fare,” revealed Saif, who had previously only used the public transport system for his travels.  
 
 As more and more people turn to unregistered transport services, due to their negotiable fares, bikers like Talha, who works for 
an online bike service, feel that the low fares are only an indication of the fact that independent drivers have more money on their 
hands, in comparison to their registered contemporaries, as they evade the commission that is levied against a drivers daily 
earnings by the recruiting company. 
 
 “Because we do not have to pay a commission to any company, we can afford to set low fares for our rides,” shrugged Talha. 
 
 Waqas, a driver working for a private transport application, seconded Talha’s revelation when he revealed that he regularly has 
to allocate a significant portion of his daily earnings for the company’s commission.  
 
 “Up to 12 per cent of my earnings are taken by my company through their mobile application. I understand why so many people 
would prefer to work as unregistered drivers,” insisted Waqas. 
 
 While some privately recruited drivers like Waqas show solidarity with their counterparts, who have found a more rewarding 
source of income in times of permeating economic uncertainty, others like Rameez resent the unregistered drivers for 
monopolizing the automated transport business. 
 
 ‘Due to the sprawling of unregistered transport services, which offer cheap fares, the work opportunities of genuine drivers like 
me have been deeply impacted,” exclaimed Rameez, who further opined that the safety of passengers was also at an increased 
risk. 
 
Speaking to the Express Tribune on the matter, a spokesman from the Transport Department of Sindh said,” The government is 
taking relevant steps for the registration of all services that are providing automated public transport in order to ensure the safety 
of the commuters.” 
(By Amir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 14/11/2023) 
 

Signal-free Sharea Faisal still full of obstacles 
 
Perhaps the port city’s most important and most travelled road, Sharea Faisal, was declared a signal-free corridor a while back 
but regular commuters on the popular highway do not feel like there is anything signal-free about it. A mixture of negligent traffic 
management and lack of appropriately placed pedestrian bridges means that those expecting to zoom off on the 18-kilometre 
long highway often get stuck in choked traffic. 
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Ahmed Khan, a long-term resident of the city, who along with 250,000 others uses the Sharea Faisal on a daily basis, pointed 
out that despite the highway being signal-free, cars always seem to get stuck. “Some of the flyovers are poorly designed as they 
transition from four-lane roads to three-lane roads, resulting in choked traffic. Similarly, no one seems to use the pedestrian 
bridges; therefore, the constant threat of jaywalking results in vehicles moving incredibly slow,” observed Khan. An on-site survey 
carried out by the Express Tribune confirms Khan’s observations. 
 
There are around 13 pedestrian bridges on the historic road, from Hotel Regent Plaza to Star Gate, but people rarely use them 
because they are constructed at odd points. For instance, there is heavy foot traffic from Lucky Star in Saddar to Jinnah Hospital 
or National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD) but the nearest pedestrian bridge is at the front of the Army Recruitment 
Center; hence, people end up walking on the flyover which is near to Lucky Star. 
 
Similarly, there is a pedestrian bridge in front of Baloch Colony, however, it is scarcely used due to a broken iron grill under the 
Sharea Faisal flyover. This breach has led people to create their own passage to cross the busy highway on foot. Consequently, 
the continuous foot traffic obstructs the flow of vehicles passing on both sides of Shahrah-eFaisal in this area. As per Muhammad 
Ibrahim, a senior journalist and historian from Lyari, ever since the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was given charge of 
the road back in 1980, it has run into multiple administrative issues. 
 
“Even historically Shahrah-e-Faisal has always been important. During the British Raj, there used to be a royal air base on it and 
was travelled upon quite frequently. Even though its importance has not decreased, the traffic situation on it has definitely 
deteriorated,” opined Ibrahim. Given the plight of the daily user’s of the Sharea Faisal, the Express Tribune asked the 
Spokesperson for Karachi’s Mayor, Sikander Baloch, about the issues affecting the highway. 
 
 “The claims of poor planning are baseless. The pedestrian bridges are placed accurately and serve thousands,” said Baloch, 
further adding that as far as traffic mismanagement was concerned it fell under the domain of the traffic police and that the KMC 
could do nothing about it. 
 
In light of Baloch’s assertions, the Express Tribune asked Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Traffic Police, Karachi, Iqbal Dara, 
about the congestion on the highway. “There are definitely traffic management problems on Shahrah-e-Faisal. We are trying to 
control the traffic by imposing heavy fines,” informed Dara while talking to The Express Tribune. 
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 17/11/2023) 
 

‘You can now get your vehicle number plate within a day’ 
 
After years of piling up applications for license plates, the Motor Vehicle Wing of the Sindh Excise and Taxation Department has 
expedited the process of clearing the backlog by issuing number plates without any delays. 
 
More than 300,000 applications for number plates of both four-wheelers (commercial and non-commercial) and motorcycles were 
pending due to a plethora of issues, including alleged kickbacks, influence of mafias, and disputes between contractors over the 
auction system, causing immense hardships for vehicle owners. 
 
"With the new computerised system in place, we now issue modern number plates with security features, including tracking chips. 
We can issue number plates within a day for those who complete the vehicle registration process. The entire process, from 
application to issuance of number plates and return of the file to the owner, takes hardly a week," said Saeed Memon, Deputy 
Director Motor Vehicles Excise and Taxation, who recently assumed the role. 
 
According to Memon, he has been tasked with clearing the backlog and alleviating the people's suffering. "We are undertaking 
multiple tasks, including replacing old yellow number plates with new computerised ones featuring Sindh Ajrak designs. On a 
daily basis, we issue around 1,400 to 1,500 number plates in the metropolitan city," he added, giving credit for resolving the issue 
to the newly appointed secretary of the department, Atif Rehman Khan. 
 
Memon emphasised that his first priority was to eliminate the commission mafia and the middleman's role from his department. 
"I encourage people to come directly to my office if they face any difficulty," he stated. He also highlighted the security features 
of the new computerised number plates, mentioning that it would be impossible to create duplicate copies due to printed stickers, 
barcodes, and chips containing all data of the vehicles and their owners. "In the future, the Sindh government will provide scanners 
to traffic police to retrieve information by scanning the number plates," he added. 
 
The National Radio and Telecommunication (NRTC) and Excise and Taxation Department are jointly working on a project to 
computerise all vehicle number plates in Sindh. "We have also introduced an SMS service to update vehicle owners about the 
status of their file whenever they come for a computerized number plate," he concluded. On the other hand, an official in the 
Excise and Taxation department, requesting anonymity, revealed that the previous contact system for issuing number plates 
caused delays and frustrations for vehicle owners. 
(By Hafeez Tunio The Express Tribune, 04, 25/11/2023) 
 

Expensive mistake : Costly electric buses collecting dust 
 
At a time when the country’s debt has ballooned to hundreds of billions of dollars and there is a consistent reliance on the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to rescue Pakistan, eyebrows are being raised over the suitability of electric buses purchased 
by the Sindh government for its capital city. 
 
In December of last year, when cries of the country being on the verge of default were being heard left, right, and centre, the 
Sindh government imported 40 electric buses, at a cost of 4.5 million dollars each, to address Karachi’s public transport needs. 
Subsequently, in January of this year, the buses began service on 3 routes of the city. However, it has now transpired that a 
significant majority of the electric buses, which cost a whopping 180 million dollars to procure, have been grounded due to 
technical reasons. 
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An investigation carried out by The Express Tribune into the matter shows that 25 of the 40 buses were grounded recently and 
only 15 electric buses are currently operating on 1 of the 3 designated routes for the electricity powered vehicles. 
 
This seemingly mammoth waste of taxpayer money does not surprise Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, leader of the Jamaat-e-Islami 
(JI) Karachi. “Had the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) government carried out a feasibility report prior to procurement, they would 
have realised that such expensive buses are not meant for the port city’s roads,” asserted Rehman, further adding that instead 
of doing their due diligence, the PPP purchased the buses to increase their vote bank in the elections. 
 
“Just for personal gains the PPP has wasted taxpayer money on buses that will probably now rot away. This is nothing short of 
cruelty and an assault on the public exchequer,” the JI leader remarked. 
 
Concurring with Rehman’s sentiments, Muhammad Asif, who lives in Johar Chowrangi and used the electric buses a few times, 
told The Express Tribune that the electric buses were replaced with hybrid buses. “Two months ago while I was on one of the 
new electric buses on the EV-3 route, it met a charging issue. Ever since then diesel hybrid buses have been operating on the 
EV-3 route,” elaborated Asif. 
 
Najma Akbar, also a regular commuter on the same route, agreeing with Asif’s information said that it had been a while since she 
had seen the white electric buses as they had been replaced with the red hybrid buses. 
 
“It is comical that the Sindh government purchased extraordinarily expensive electric buses only to replace them with hybrid 
buses just months later,” opined Dy Syed Nawaz-ul-Huda, a regional planner based in the city. According to Dr Huda, the port 
city’s infrastructure is not fit for any buses let alone electric buses “therefore to purchase such pricey buses is equivalent to 
shooting oneself in the foot.” 
 
“Even if the government brings the electric buses back, the charging stations are few and far between. The buses will end up 
being grounded again,” the regional planner predicted. 
 
NED University’s Professor Dr Noman Ahmed, who is an architect and planner, agrees. “It is ironic that the government saw it fit 
that a city marred with load shedding issues will be able to operate electric buses,” critiqued Dr Ahmed, further adding that the 
inept provincial government had dented the public kitty for a flawed project. 
 
“Had they directed the exorbitant money towards improving the existing infrastructure of public transport or roads, residents of 
the city would have been better off. It is unfortunate that the government pursued such a costly image building project but it makes 
sense because they have nothing else to show in terms of development,” the professor added. 
 
Nevertheless, Kamal Hakim Dayo, Managing Director of the Sindh Mass Transit Authority, does not agree with the criticism. “This 
is a pilot project and we plan to introduce more electric buses. People do not see that these buses will help curb pollution in the 
long run. As for the grounded buses, they will be operational soon,” claimed Dayo while talking to The Express Tribune. 
(By Syed Ashraf Ali Dawn, 04, 27/11/2023) 
 

SHC seeks govt plan to end illegal charged parking in city 
 
The Sindh High Court has expressed resentment over the authorities concerned for running illegal charged parking in the city 
and summoned senior officials with direction to file a plan to eliminate such activities. 
 
A two-judge bench comprising Justice Nadeem Akhtar and Justice Mohammad Abdur Rehman in its order said government 
agencies were illegally designating areas in which charged parking places were being claimed while private persons were 
themselves misusing pubic property by charging fee for parking. 
 
“This illegal activity has culminated in an increase in traffic congestion and also prevents citizens from parking on the roads in 
permissible areas,” the bench its order added. 
 
It directed the secretaries of transport and local government departments, DIG-traffic and directors of traffic management/charged 
parking of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and Karachi Development Authority to appear in person on Dec 5 and 
submit a plan to eliminate such illegal activities. 
 
Summons transport, LG secretaries and DIG-traffic next week 
 
The bench issued these directives while hearing a set of identical petitions filed between 2019 to 2022 against charged parking 
on roads, footpaths and other public spaces in different parts of the provincial metropolis. 
 
It further observed that these petitions were pertaining to a very serious issue regarding the regulation of traffic in the city. 
 
“Inasmuch as, aside from government agencies illegally designating areas in which charged parking can be claimed, private 
persons are themselves misusing public property by charging fee for parking in areas which even have not been designated by 
local government authorities for such purposes, and which areas private persons are continuing such illegal activities in collusion 
with the traffic police,” the bench noted. 
 
Clarity must be brought to this issue otherwise members of the public would clearly be affected by such illegal activities and which 
it was the duty of government to regulate, it added. 
 
While summoning the officials, the bench directed them to turn up and inform it as to why such illegal activities were being 
permitted to operate in the city. 
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“Matter is to be listed on 05-12-2023 on which date each of the officers mentioned above shall be in attendance in person with 
directions to submit a plan to eliminate such illegal activities occurring”, it concluded. 
 
It may be recalled that the SHC has repeatedly been issuing directives to the authorities concerned for the last three years in 
these petitions to not to allow any unauthorised and illegal charged parking in the city and take action against such activities. 
 
Last year, the DIG traffic police through his comments had informed the SHC during hearing of these petitions that the KMC, 
DMCs and cantonment boards were running 124 charged parking lots and 88 of them were on the main thoroughfares of 
provincial metropolis. 
 
The comments had further said that out of 124 parking lots set up on roads and markets of the city, 46 were being run by the 
KMC, 71 by DMCs, six by cantonment boards and one parking site was run by the Civil Aviation Authority on its premises. 
 
However, the KMC in its comments had contended that the then administrator KMC on the request of commissioner Karachi had 
granted permission in October 2000 to setup charged parking on 65 sites, including main roads and markets of the city, under 
the KMC bye-laws of 1975. 
(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 14, 03/12/2023) 
 

Underage driving 
 
SIX lives — all members of a single family — were recently lost in Lahore to the unabated menace of underage driving. The 
accident, involving a teenage driver, has once more raised questions about road safety and law enforcement in Pakistan. The 
aftermath of the incident has seen the Lahore High Court intensifying efforts against unlicensed motorists, highlighting a disturbing 
reality: a vast number of drivers operate without valid licences. This judicial response underscores a systemic failure in enforcing 
traffic laws and the lack of responsibility among vehicle owners, especially in affluent areas like DHA. The surge in driving licence 
applications following this tragedy is a reactive measure, yet it speaks volumes about the previously lax attitude towards this 
critical aspect of road safety. The daunting figures presented in court — 7.3m cars with only 1.3m licensed drivers in Lahore — 
paint a stark picture of the callous disregard for the law that pervades our society. 
 
The response should be multifaceted. While the crackdowns in Lahore and Rawalpindi are steps in the right direction, they must 
be accompanied by a change in societal attitudes. The ease with which vehicles are handed over to minors by guardians reflects 
a dangerous irresponsibility, which not only endangers lives but also contributes to a culture of discourtesy. The LHC’s directives 
for police to ensure that punitive actions do not cross into harassment is appreciable. Protecting citizens’ rights, even in strict 
enforcement, is essential to maintain public trust and cooperation. Alongside, there is a dire need for awareness. The issue of 
underage and unlicensed driving is rooted in societal norms and requires a comprehensive approach to instigate a shift in 
behaviour. The DHA incident should serve as an eye-opener, demanding not just governmental action but also a collective 
societal effort to foster a culture of responsibility and safety on our roads. Our future actions will determine whether this tragedy 
becomes a catalyst for change or just another forgotten headline. 
(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 05/12/2023) 
 

Sindh govt orders registration of FIRs against ‘parking mafia’ in Karachi 
 
The Sindh government on Saturday finally decided to launch a ‘massive’ crackdown on ‘extortion’ mafia working in the name of 
charged parking and asked the municipal and development bodies to stop the activity immediately and approach police for 
registration of FIRs against those involved in illegal parking fee collection. 
 
The decision was taken following a recent order issued by a two-member bench of the Sindh High Court that had directed the 
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Karachi Development Authority and the district municipal corporation to end illegal charged 
parking spots in the city to ensure smooth flow of traffic on roads and streets. 
 
The charged parking spots sprang up on roads, footpaths, and other public and private places across the city leading to traffic 
congestions. 
 
Official sources said that the local government department had directed that all illegal parking places established in the boundaries 
of all towns should be stopped immediately. 
 
They said that at a meeting on Saturday the local government secretary directed the civic agencies concerned to take strict action 
against the patrons and facilitators of the parking mafia who was fleecing people in the name of charged parking. 
 
The sources said that the civic bodies concerned were also directed to keep traffic police and district administration on board 
during the crackdown on the parking mafia. 
 
They said that the LG secretary had also directed registration of FIRs against the operators involved in illegal parking fee 
collection. 
The sources said that the officials concerned had been directed to ensure that all parking points should be marked with names 
of contractors, pin numbers and timings. 
 
They said that the LG department ordered that the specific colours should be used to define new parking lots, parking zones and 
footpaths. 
 
The sources said that the KMC was allowed to collect parking fees on 41 roads and service roads under the Sindh Local 
Government Ac for maintenance of roads. 
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While hearing a set of petitions against the illegal charged parking in different parts of the city, the SHC on Dec 5 directed the 
KMC, KDA and all DMCs to initiate legal action, including lodging FIRs, against all unauthorised persons who were involved in 
illegal charging and collection of parking fee. 
 
The SHC will take up the matter again on Dec 13 and the DIG traffic, local government secretary, KMC director of charged parking 
and KDA chief engineer were ordered to be in attendance to assist the court. 
 
The court had also observed in its order that it appeared that no specific signs or boards were on display on any of the roads to 
show who was charging parking fee. 
 
The city traffic police chief had submitted before the bench that frequent crackdowns had been carried out on people charging 
and collecting parking fee without authorisation and illegally, but such illegal activity recurred after every crackdown. 
 
The bench ordered the KMC, KDA and DMCs to submit a definite and foolproof plan on the next date of hearing to implement 
and regulate a proper system for charging parking fee, including but not limited to, identifying such roads/places by installing 
proper signs/boards or by highlighting the borders of such roads/places with different colours, so that the vehicle/ drivers should 
be aware of the road/places where they have to pay parking fee. 
 
“KMC, KDA and all DMC shall publish specific public notices within one week from today in all leading Urdu, Sindh, Gujrati and 
English newspapers having large circulation in Karachi notifying the roads and places within their respective jurisdiction where 
parking fee is chargeable,” the SHC order said. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 10/12/2023) 
 

Mayor seeks early completion of BRT Red Line project 
 
Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab has said that Red Line (BRT) Corridor is a big and important project of travel facilities 
for citizens. 
 
Presiding over a meeting with a 15-member delegation of the Asian Development Bank on Tuesday, he said KMC council 
members wanted the completion of this project as soon as possible. In view of the difficulties of the citizens, the speed of work 
on the project should be increased, he said, adding that millions of citizens of Karachi will benefit from the completion of this 
project. 
 
Municipal Commissioner Syed Afzal Zaidi, Najmi Alam, Mayor Karachi’s Representative for Political Affairs Karamullah Waqasi 
and Deputy Parliamentary Leader Dil Muhammad were also present at the meeting while Asian Development Bank was 
represented by Trans Coordinator Aanvel Benary, and Investment Specialist Yaxin Yan. 
 
A digital presentation was made regarding the (BRT) project in which it was stated that a joint investment of 503.2 million dollars 
had been made on the Red Line (BRT) project, as 320,000 passengers will be able to travel by Red Line buses per day. It was 
told in the meeting that the construction work has been slowed down by the contractor for revision of rates. 
 
Apart from this, according to international rules, pedestrian way and vehicle parking will also be available for the convenience of 
citizens. 
 
The Red Line project also includes the construction of Bagh Karachi Park on 54 acres of land on Rashid Minhas Road and the 
construction of a bus depot on 16.2 acres, while a biogas plant will also be installed. 
(By PPI Dawn, 14, 13/12/2023) 
 

The road to disaster 
 
POLICE and the judiciary are among the top corrupt institutions, according to Transparency International Pakistan’s National 

Corruption Perceptions Survey 2023. The top 10 sectors perceived as very corrupt are 
police, tendering and contracting, judiciary, education, health, local government, land 
revenue administration, customs, excise, and income tax. As a former police chief, I am 
ashamed to admit that the public perception of police as one of the top corrupt 
departments is quite true. However, perceptions at times cannot expose the bitter truths 
about sacred cows and the powerful elite who are the root cause of this cancer of 
corruption in the body politic of our benighted nation. These inconvenient truths must 
be told. 
 
As a public servant and law-enforcement officer who worked for the government from 

1973 to 2011, I can say, without fear of contradiction, that successive political and military regimes have indulged in corrupt 
practices with impunity. In violation of their constitutional obligations, they have disregarded the moral and ethical standards 
demanded of public office holders. There are rogue elements within the state who consider themselves above the law and 
accountability. Many generals and judges shy away from public scrutiny of their assets. They believe their internal accountability 
mechanisms are effective and that parliamentary or public oversight amounts to interference in their administrative and 
operational autonomy. 
 
We also see the increasing militarisation of anti-corruption witch-hunting. Institutional anti-corruption bodies such as the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB), Federal Investigation Agency and Anti-Corruption Establishments generally follow the diktat of the 
deep state. Police commanders, who believe in the culture of integrity and strict internal and external accountability, are sidelined 
and given non-field staff assignments or consigned to nondescript roles without portfolios. Only compliant courtiers can thrive 
under an unaccountable system. 
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There are, of course, some exceptional police officers with the courage to say no to the illegal practices expected of them in an 
environment of sleaze and persecution. A senior serving police officer conceded that no organisation can earn public respect 
without performance legitimacy and strong self-accountability. However, he said: “We are less corrupt, but people perceive us 
otherwise as they are mostly directly affected by our acts and practices, that too often in public gaze and knowledge.” 
 
A hurricane of hate has engulfed our land. 
 
Exceptions apart, most of our politicians are corrupt and spineless. In order to win elections, they can go to any extent to curry 
favour with the string pullers and unelected elements of national power who call the shots. Except for a few national and regional 
parties, the mainstream political juggernaut is controlled by certain dynasties and families. Their leaders consider it their birthright 
to rule by hook or by crook. 
 
Now that elections are approaching, the issue of political financing will come into play. Exorbitant non-refundable amounts are 
sought from all the candidates applying for tickets to fill the coffers of the parties going into the elections. One can expect opaque 
financial support to be available through courting real estate tycoons and big corporate business interests, along with indulging 
in bribery and secret deals via controversial elements. To avoid public scrutiny, stolen money is likely to be stashed in offshore 
havens, with beneficial ownership transparency disregarded through the questionable transfer of properties and ill-gotten wealth. 
 
As a representative of civil society and a board member of the Vienna-based global Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice, this writer recently participated in the UN Convention Against Corruption’s 10th Conference of States Parties in 
Atlanta, Georgia, held on Dec 11-15. This year marks the 20th anniversary of the anti-corruption convention. For the first time, 
civil society came up with a declaration seeking a greater role in anti-corruption plans and strategies being adopted by the states. 
Pakistan spoke on behalf of the Group of 77 and China and pledged to adopt a more transparent anti-corruption agenda based 
on the rule of law, good governance and adherence to human rights. 
 
Matters related to the abuse of authority, transparency in beneficial ownership, political finance, victims of corruption, rules-based 
system, assets recovery, whistleblower protection, militarisation of anti-corruption measures through torture, forced 
disappearances and extra-judicial killings, political engineering, and civil space being captured by the armed forces in the area 
of criminal justice and governance were highlighted as key issues in the Global South. Pakistan is no exception and faces the 
challenges of organised corruption. Unfortunately, there is a strong nexus between corruption and organised crime. Flagrant 
human rights violations are the biggest cause of concern. 
 
On the occasion of the International Day of Human Rights this month, our caretaker foreign minister said: “Pakistan’s democratic 
traditions, civil society, media, and legal institutions underpin our unwavering commitment to the rights and freedoms of all 
citizens.” He must look in the mirror and express remorse for such a misstatement in the current environment of persecution and 
disregard of the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. Doesn’t he see that a hurricane of hate has engulfed our land? 
 
We need to ask why everyone is so grumpy these days? Why are so many Pakistanis despondent about the state of their country 
and its future? Why is everyone dissatisfied with the state of the economy, security and justice? The truth is that our rulers are 
not committed to the freedom of speech. They enforce the law when it works for them and their protégés. It is a culture of 
oppressors and the oppressed. Will the ruling demigods and the deep state abandon their game of thrones? Public perceptions 
should not be ignored. Yes, police and the judiciary are corrupt, but the biggest culprits are those who are responsible for state 
capture. 
 
As human rights vanish from our national agenda, the fury of the victims grows. The state and the guardians of fundamental 
rights have failed the test of social contract. To avoid total disaster, the wave of toxicity can be stemmed by adopting a path of 
protection through collaboration, compassion and compromise. 
(By Tariq Khosa Dawn, 06, 16/12/2023) 
 

More than half of traffic signals in Karachi are out of order, CM told 
 
Traffic authorities informed caretaker Sindh Chief Minister retired Justice Maqbool Baqar on Saturday that a whopping majority 
of traffic signals in the sprawling metropolis were out of order. 
 
The CM was given this information during a meeting held to review Karachi’s traffic issues and to remove all bottlenecks to ensure 
a smooth flow of vehicular traffic on city thoroughfares. 
 
Justice Baqar was told that Karachi has a road network of 9,500 kilometres where around 6.5 million vehicles, including 4.05m 
motorbikes, are plying. 
 
The total number of traffic signals in the city is 135 — including 44 in areas falling in the jurisdiction of cantonment boards and 
Defence Housing Authority — and more than half of these signals are out of order. 
 
According to a press release issued after the meeting, the CM was told that of the 91 signals in the metropolis (areas under the 
Karachi Development Authority) only 30 were functional and 61 were out of order. 
 
However, situation is comparatively better in DHA and cantonment board areas where 33 of the total 44 signals are working. 
 
The CM directed the Traffic Engineering Bureau of the KDA to get all its signals repaired and submit recommendations if more 
signals are needed. 
 
Traffic bottlenecks identified 
DIG-Traffic Iqbal Dara also informed the CM about several bottlenecks in the smooth flow of the traffic. 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1798516/more-than-half-of-traffic-signals-in-karachi-are-out-of-order-cm-told


News Clipping on Transport July to December 2023 
 

29 
 

These include S. M. Taufeeq Road, the upward ramp of Liaquatabad Flyover towards Karimabad in front of Al-Karam Square; 
Shahrah-i-Usman Rimz in front of Siddiq-i-Akbar Masjid at Nagan Chowrangi; Tariq Road at Ittehad Signal in front of Ghani’s 
Uniform. 
 
The press release stated that 11 bottlenecks were identified which could be rectified by widening the roads. The issue of traffic 
jams on and around University Road was because of prolonged delays in the completion of the Red Line corridor. 
 
The CM directed Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab to personally visit the areas and resolve the issues. 
 
He directed the Karachi commissioner and police to launch a vigorous crackdown on illegal parking mafia in the city and prosecute 
the culprits involved. 
 
He directed that no agency would designate a parking slot without consulting the traffic police. 
 
Restrictions on heavy traffic 
The meeting also discussed the issue of movement of heavy traffic during daytime in the city. The CM was told that movement 
of heavy traffic was restricted in the city area during daytime from 6am to 11pm. However, there was a dire need to promulgate 
Section 144 of the criminal procedure code on the movement of heavy traffic in the city during day hours except the vehicles 
carrying essential commodities. 
 
It was pointed out that the solution to the traffic challenge may lie in the initiation of the projects like Mauripur Expressway and 
the redesigning of the Lyari Expressway for the movement of heavy transport. 
 
At this, Mayor Wahab said that the Lyari Expressway was designed and built for heavy traffic and this was endorsed by its 
consultant in writing. 
 
He said that heavy traffic should be allowed on the Lyari Expressway. The CM constituted a committee, to be chaired by the 
mayor and comprising DIG-traffic and KDA DG, to sit together and resolve the issues so that Lyari Expressway could be open 
for heavy traffic. 
 
The meeting also discussed the establishment of the Karachi Road Transport Authority (KRTA) on the pattern of RTA Dubai. 
 
When the issue of environmental pollution was raised, the chief minister directed caretaker Environment Minister Arshad Wali 
Mohammad to activate the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) to impound all smoke-emitting vehicle. 
 
The meeting was informed that during the current year, the traffic police had issued 1.62m tickets for violation of traffic laws and 
recovered Rs836012m. 
 
The Sindh police chief informed the CM that an amount of Rs273.4m was needed to disburse rewards to traffic policemen. At 
this, the CM directed the finance dept to release necessary funds for traffic police. 
(By Dawn Reporter 13, 17/12/2023) 
 

30 buses imported by Sindh govt from China gathering dust at Karachi port 
 
A total of 30 buses imported by the Sindh government from China are gathering dust at the Karachi port for almost three months, 
waiting for a nod from the caretaker administration to bring them on city roads to become part of the fleet of the Peoples Bus 
Service. 
 
The buses were unloaded at the port in September and despite the passage of almost three months still lying there to come out 
of the facility, which “doesn’t require very lengthy formality”. 
 
The issue first came under the spotlight when senior Pakistan Peoples Party leader and former Sindh transport minister Sharjeel 
Inam Memon took to social media and sought action from the caretaker government in this connection. 
 
“I will request caretaker government to take action and special attention for these buses,” he said in his post on the social media 
platform X, formerly Twitter. 
 
Caretaker minister promises vehicles will soon be inducted into Peoples Bus Service fleet 
 
“The PPP Sindh government procured these buses and these are parked at Karachi port since months. These buses must be on 
the roads so deserving people can use the best buses with cheapest fares,” he posted. 
 
Even almost a fortnight after his social media post, things have not changed yet. 
 
However, the caretaker government claims the delay is only due to some formalities which needed to be fulfilled to bring these 
buses on road and that could happen anytime soon. 
 
“The secretary of transport has personally told me that all formalities [to bring buses on roads] are almost done,” said caretaker 
Information Minister Ahmed Shah. 
 
“Even the required funds for that purpose have been transferred to NRTC [National Radio & Telecommunication Corporation that 
operates the Peoples Bus Service]. There was no bad intention involved. Those were only formalities which took time to get 
completed,” he added. 
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Launched in June 2022 with limited number of routes and buses, the Peoples Bus Service has now expanded its operations 
across the city with more than 200 buses playing over almost a dozen routes. 
 
The service further grew earlier this year and started operations in Hyderabad, Sukkur and Larkana. 
 
Sources at the NRTC said that the new fleet of buses “gathering dust” at the port were supposed to run on Karachi routes with a 
few of them were expected to be sent to other Sindh cities. However, situation still remains ‘uncertain’ about the fate of the buses 
standing at the port. 
 
“For almost a month, almost every week, the NRTC is assured about the release of the buses from the port but nothing has 
turned out to be true as yet,” said a source. 
 
A senior official privy to the import procedures and buses’ operation wondered as to what kind of formality had taken almost three 
months and still the passenger carriers were not serving the purpose for which they were imported after spending huge public 
money. 
 
“We built a big fleet by importing one cargo of buses after another. Unloading of the buses and then their release never took so 
much time. I am surprised what really has happened this time that it’s taking so much time and depriving people of better transport 
services,” he added. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 18/12/2023) 
 

Issues with BRT 
 
WHILE meeting an Asian Development Bank delegation earlier this month, Sindh’s caretaker chief minister said that 180 solar-

powered buses will be introduced to support the operations of the Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) system in Karachi. These imported buses are meant to provide urban commuters 
with a cleaner, more efficient public transport option. 
 
However, questions arise: can these expensive buses operate as efficiently as 
promised, given the rundown state of our roads? Not too long ago, the government 
launched electric buses on three routes, most of which were out of service in less than 
a year. Issues of charging facilities and other operational difficulties were cited as the 
main reason. 
 

In fact, one can question the financial model of the entire BRT system. Currently, the Green Line is operational. It was developed 
by the federal government-owned Sindh Infrastructure Development Company. Will this service continue when it has been unable 
to generate revenue amounting to even a fraction of the sum spent on its operations? The under-construction Red Line is a $503 
million undertaking. Life in many neighbourhoods has been adversely impacted by the slow pace of construction. Besides, work 
on the Yellow Line, running from Korangi to Numaish, will soon start. The loan from the World Bank for this is $382m. 
 
Do we need the BRT system? Five arguments justify a negative answer. 
 
One, the proposed BRT’s cost and management needs serious review. According to a document prepared by the relevant aut-
horities, the total cost of the Karachi Circular Railways and seven BRT corridors is Rs520.6 billion. An investment plan has also 
been prepared to justify the undertaking based on the possible enterprises evolving from the BRT. However, the performance of 
local and provincial bodies is at a record low, and the level of professional handling and follow-up needed for a project of such 
magnitude is difficult to expect from them. The BRT may also cause enormous physical displacement. Besides, capable traffic 
management would be necessary during its construction. 
 
Can the buses be run efficiently as promised? 
 
Two, the BRT will cater to only nine per cent of total passenger trips, if all seven lines become operational. Such trips are currently 
over 30m per day. As Karachi’s population grows, the trips will expand proportionally. The net benefit to the commuter population 
would be miniscule. 
 
Three, the BRT’s development and operations won’t reduce the existing congestion on the streets. The corridors are being built 
on the major arteries of the city. In many cases, exclusive right of way for BRT buses shall reduce available road space for other 
modes of transport. This will be a challenge for motorcycles, cars, delivery vans, water tankers, oil tankers and other vehicles, 
besides adding to air pollution. 
 
Four, ordinary folk consider owning a motorcycle or a car a social attainment. Thus it is very unlikely that people will stop using 
cars or motorcycles once the BRT becomes functional. In North Nazimabad and adjoining locations along the Green Line, no 
visible reduction in motorcycles or cars has been noticed. Perhaps the absence of feeder services and long and inconvenient 
walks will leave people with little choice but to continue to use private vehicles. Many people have outdoor employment, including 
delivery services where possessing a vehicle is necessary. Thus the BRT offers little solace to them. 
 
Lastly, there is little interconnectivity between the existing paratransit and the BRT system. While those managing the BRT claim 
that this will be ensured, there have been no indications of this so far. 
 
One must also study other examples. For instance, the Lahore BRT runs on a huge subsidy with a limited passenger trip load. 
The Peshawar BRT was hit by allegations of malpractice and corruption. Several investigations were carried out by various 
agencies to ascertain the charges of cost overruns and operational inefficiencies. Across the border, the Delhi BRT was 
dismantled by the state government due to rising congestion and its own relative ineffectiveness. 
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From a macroeconomic perspective, the government can focus on road development and maintenance, while bus operations are 
left to local bus operators without any subsidy. 
 
The people of Karachi need short-, long- and medium-term solutions to their commuting woes. The immediate increase in buses 
and mini buses, and removal of encroachments from roads for the smooth flow of traffic should be undertaken as a low-cost, 
short-term action. The revival of ordinary Karachi buses on designated routes and alignment of larger rickshaw routes to connect 
the modes of mass transit with neighbourhoods may be undertaken in the medium term, while the planning and development of 
grade-separated BRT mass transit should be started as a long-term option. 
(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 07, 19/12/2023) 
 
Sindh CM Baqar gives AG office two days to release Rs1bn for payment of duties on 30 buses 

 
While the provincial government has sanctioned Rs1 billion in the head of customs duty for 30 buses imported from China, the 
office of the Accountant General (AG), Sindh, has refused to release the amount even after clear directives from the caretaker 
chief minister, it emerged on Monday. 
 
The row between the provincial government and the federal-run AG Office came to light when caretaker Sindh CM retired Justice 
Maqbool Baqar issued a strong-worded statement and warned it to release the amount within two days. 
 
The CM took serious notice of the delay in the release of vehicles from the Karachi port and warned the AG Sindh not to drag its 
feet in the endorsement of the required amount released by the provincial government for the payment of duties and levies on 
the imported vehicles. 
 
The buses imported by the Sindh government from China are gathering dust at the Karachi port for almost three months as the 
AG Sindh, the chief accounting representative of the federal government in the province, has refused to accept the endorsement 
of Rs1bn released by the provincial governments and endorsed by the Treasury Office Karachi for the payment of duties and 
levies on them. 
 
“If any decay or fault is accrued to the buses, the Accountant General will be held responsible”, the CM said in a statement issued 
from the CM House. 
 
Justice Baqar advised the AG Sindh to resolve the issue of payment within the next two days; otherwise, it would be held 
responsible for the decay and faults in the buses. 
 
The CM said that the buses had already landed at the Karachi port and the provincial government had released the required 
amount of Rs1000 million endorsed by the Treasury Office, Karachi but the AG Sindh refused to accept the endorsement. 
 
Sources said that the interim provincial government had been approaching the federal government to resolve the controversy 
with the AG Sindh office for the past one month, but to no avail. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 19/12/2023) 
 

Karachi mechanic improvises ingenious ride 
 
Amid the challenges of life, a talented man from the metropolitan city has ingeniously turned adversity into art. 
 
Faced with the theft of his motorcycle engine and parts, Danish Ayaz transformed a bicycle into a distinctive ride resembling a 
motorcycle, powered solely by pedals. This ingenious creation attracts curious passersby wherever it traverses the streets of 
Karachi. 
 
Ayaz pedals the streets of Karachi on his unique ride, seeking work and making a living by repairing vehicles that break down on 
the road. Beyond being a motorcycle and car mechanic, he possesses skills in fixing punctured tyres, plumbing, and electrical 
work. 
 
Supporting his family through hard work, Ayaz confronts new challenges at every turn, drawing strength from these trials to 
persevere. 
The stolen engine, along with its return file, remains at Binori Town police station, as Ayaz, apprehensive of intricate police 
procedures, continues to ride on his improvised ride. 
 
Residing in Block 14 of Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Ayaz reveals that despite numerous offers from enthusiasts willing to buy his ingenious 
creation at a higher price than its original cost, he remains steadfast in not selling it. However, he expresses readiness to offer 
his services to anyone interested in constructing a similar ride. 
(By Kashif Hussain The Express Tribune, 05, 25/12/2023) 
 

Unfinished BRT Green Line finally on Sindh govt’s radar 
 
Abandoned and unfinished for almost three years, the incomplete federal-funded Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Green Line project 
came on the radar of Sindh caretaker Chief Minister retired Justice Maqbool Baqar on Tuesday when he directed the provincial 
transport department to take up the issue with Islamabad and ‘pursue’ authorities to complete the second phase of the long-
delayed scheme for the greater benefit of Karachiites. 
 
Chairing a meeting to review Karachi’s civic problems, the CM took up the issue of the Green Line project, which is operational 
from Surjani Town to Numaish but construction work on its second phase on M.A. Jinnah Road had been halted for around two 
years ago. 
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The chief minister, in an immediate response to the situation, asked the 
Sindh transport department to come forward and play their role for the 
completion of the first BRT scheme in the city, which was launched almost 
eight years ago in February 2016. 
 
“The CM has directed the transport department to pursue the federal 
government to construct the Green Line corridor from Numaish to Radio 
Pakistan,” said a spokesperson for the CM House. 
 
“The contract of the firm working on the corridor has been cancelled. 
Therefore, it must be re-tendered so that the important project of Green 
Line could be extended to the Old Radio Pakistan building on M.A. Jinnah 
Road,” he added. 

 
The meeting was attended by Local Government Minister Mubin Jumani, Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab and other officials. 
 
The first phase of the key project took almost six years to complete and became operational in January 2022. 
 
However, the service still remains incomplete as the construction of the last phase — Numaish to Municipal Park near Jama 
Cloth Market — was abandoned in late 2020 after the contract with the NLC was cancelled by the federal government. 
 
Since then the final phase of the project was lying abandoned depriving hundreds of thousands of Karachiites of economical and 
comfortable transport service. 
 
Proposal to increase Green Line fare rejected 
Meanwhile, the CM turned down a transport department proposal to increase fare of BRT Green Line (from Rs15 to 30 and Rs55 
to Rs70) and Intra-District Peoples Bus Service. 
 
Also on Tuesday, the Sindh cabinet gave a six-month extension in the subsidy for the passengers of the People Bus Service. 
 
The transport department proposed an extension of the ongoing subsidy for another six months and said that the addition of 30 
new buses would increase the ridership by 12,000 more passengers per day. 
 
It asked the cabinet to approve funds amounting to Rs579.756m as subsidy. The cabinet approved the amount. 
 
Baqar unhappy with SSWMB 
During the meeting, CM Baqar expressed disappointment with the performance of the Sindh Solid Waste Management Board 
(SSWMB), saying that he was not satisfied with its performance and warned the provincial body to improve its services. 
 
“This beautiful city has turned into heaps of filth and garbage. The Sindh government is spending billions of rupees on the 
cleanliness of the city but even then there is no visible difference,” the statement quoted CM Baqar as saying. 
 
The chief minister directed the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) to conduct an audit of all the dangerous buildings, and 
report the actions taken to prevent the loss of lives in such buildings. 
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 27/12/2023) 
 

Traffic police actions spark public outcry 
 
In various areas of the city, the traffic police's strategy of setting up blockades in group formations has stirred discontent among 
citizens, making their daily lives miserable. Frustration grows as motorists, primarily car and motorcycle riders, face abrupt stops 
in the middle of the road, leading to confrontations with the traffic police. 
 
Residents complain that while enforcing traffic rules is essential, it appears to be selectively applied, focusing mainly on private 
cars and motorcycles. The issue of unregistered six-seater rickshaws, freely violating traffic rules across the city, has drawn 
attention with seemingly little action taken by the authorities. Traffic rules enforcement seems to exempt public transport, including 
drivers of unregistered vehicles, unfit coaches, minibuses, buses, and water tankers. This double standard has raised questions 
among the public regarding the fairness of traffic policing. 
 
Near Shafiq Morr, traffic police officers regularly form groups, disrupting traffic flow by stopping and challenging car and 
motorcycle riders. The process involves handing over offenders to other policemen on the roadside, leaving citizens frustrated 
with the seemingly arbitrary enforcement. 
 
Similar scenes unfold under the Sohrab Goth flyover, where traffic police officers, in group formations, stop passing cars to check 
documents. Public opinion suggests that the primary motive behind such group formations is to maximise challans issued, raising 
concerns about the genuine intention behind traffic control efforts. 
 
Citizens argue that while they support the enforcement of traffic rules, the focus should extend beyond private vehicles. Public 
transport, water tankers, six-seat rickshaws and dumpers are observed violating traffic rules throughout the day, prompting 
questions about their apparent immunity from enforcement. 
 
The public wonders whether dilapidated and smoky public transport, over-speeding coaches, and minibuses on city roads escape 
the notice of traffic police deliberately, or if their enforcement efforts are disproportionately aimed at car and motorcycle riders. 
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 31/12/2023) 
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