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13 homeless die of exposure to harsh cold

Drop in mercury with each passing day has brought chill to the city as a result as many as 43 people have died due to exposure
to severe cold during almost one-and-a-half months.

A social welfare organisation said they picked up bodies of unidentified drug addicts from the footpaths where they had dosed off
after their dose unaware of the weather and slipped off into eternal sleep. The social welfare organisations arranged burial of
some of the individuals.

Meanwhile, Chaudhry Shahid Haseen, spokesperson for Chhipa Foundation, mentioned that from December 2024 until now,
they picked up 43 bodies of people who had died in the city due to drug overdose and exposure to cold. Among them and one
was a female.

He revealed that more than 13 of these deceased individuals died exclusively of exposure to the cold, while the rest of the 30
due to drug overdose as well as exposure to the elements. These individuals were drug addicts and did not have any blankets,
quilts, or beds to protect themselves from the unusual cold spell that has gripped the port city this year. Haseen said that these
people tend to consume excessive amounts of drugs to avoid feeling of cold and sleep on sidewalks or other secluded areas.
Without warm clothing or bedding, they suffer from severe cold despite being intoxicated. The combination of cold weather and
excessive use of drugs led to their deaths, the spokesperson said, adding, that is why unidentified people are found dead on
streets and sidewalks during the winter season. Chhipa organisation buries these bodies with its own resources.

He mentioned that this year, the cold in Karachi has been more intense, and hundreds of homeless individuals have no proper
clothing and bedding and sleep on sidewalks, open spaces, under the bridges and flyovers.

Haseen appealed the philanthropists to donate blankets, quilts, and bedding to protect the homeless from the cold. Chhipa is
taking measures to protect these homeless individuals from the cold but needs additional resources for this cause.
(By Aamir Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 08/01/2025)

Broken metropolis

KARACHI, Pakistan’s economic juggernaut, is the largest contributor to the nation’s tax revenue. The Federal Board of Revenue’s
latest data reveals that Karachi’'s Large Tax Office accounted for 30.74 per cent of the total tax collection during 2023-24,
generating a staggering Rs2,522 billion. Despite this, the metropolis is a picture of neglect, suffering from chronic infrastructural
decay and a lack of basic amenities. The state of Karachi’s roads is a case in point. They resemble war zones, with crater-sized
potholes even on major thoroughfares, turning daily commutes into hazardous ventures. Meanwhile, public transport remains
grossly inadequate for a city of over 20 million people. Residents are forced to rely on private transport, exacerbating traffic
congestion and air pollution. The Green Line BRT, while operational, barely scratches the surface of the city’s mass-transit needs.

The energy crisis compounds Karachi’'s woes. Gas shortages and persistent electricity loadshedding disrupt daily life, affecting
households and industries alike. It’s ironic that the city that drives Pakistan’s economy is left grappling with such crippling power
outages. Water scarcity is yet another pressing issue. The majority of Karachi’s residents are deprived of access to clean and
sufficient water, relying on private water tankers at exorbitant rates. This basic human necessity has turned into a lucrative black
market, further burdening citizens. Despite Karachi’s unparalleled contribution to the national exchequer, it continues to languish
without adequate investment in its infrastructure and services. This neglect is not just unfair but counterproductive, as a
deteriorating Karachi threatens to undermine the very economy it bolsters. The federal and provincial governments must urgently
prioritise Karachi’s development. A city that gives so much deserves better roads, reliable utilities, and efficient public services.
Investing in Karachi is not just about fairness; it is essential for Pakistan’s future growth and prosperity. Anything less would be a
betrayal of its citizens and economic self-sabotage.

(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 12/01/2025)

New Malir Housing Scheme hangs in uncertainty

"This land will be our home." Parents who had happily announced the following while touring the location of their future home in
the New Malir Housing Scheme, would today probably be grandparents. Yet even
after the passage of more than two decades, neither them nor their children could
fulfil their dream of blissful living in the no man's land.

Announced in 1997 by the Malir Development Authority (MDA), the New Malir
Housing Scheme, a residential project located on the National Highway, had set out
to provide all the facilities including schools, hospitals, mosques, parks and
playgrounds to its residents. However, even after the passage of 26 years, thousands
of people who had booked their plots have still not been able to build their houses
= . 2 due to non-permission of construction.

- TN According to sources, the MDA had allotted plots to more than 27,107 people to build
their houses under this prOJect However onIy 231 plot holders have been given phyS|caI possessmn in the housing scheme
which was supposed to be completed in five years. The one per cent who have been given possession of their land have no
access to basic provisions like water, gas and electricity.

Ahmed Bakhsh and Muhammad Ali Shah, plot holders of the scheme, told The Express Tribune that although a long time has
passed, the MDA has still not provided basic facilities including water, electricity and gas. "Despite this, the plot holders want to
build their houses here, but they have not been given physical possession by the MDA. The few plot holders to whom MDA has
issued physical possession have built their houses without basic facilities and have been living there for the past few years,"
claimed the proprietors.
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During a survey by The Express Tribune, it was observed that some houses were built in Sector 5 and Sector 2 of the scheme
where people were living with their families. Unfortunately, however, the inhabitants had to arrange water, electricity and gas
through their own means. While water was obtained through underground boring or tankers, gas was supplied though cylinders
and electricity was generated through solar panels.

In the five-year special audit conducted by the Auditor General of Pakistan regarding the land management of MDA, it has been
stated that the management of MDA has not provided utility facilities to the people who were allotted plots in the scheme. Although
Rs1.38 billion was allotted for the development of the scheme, no utility facilities were provided. Furthermore, an additional Rs353
million were collected separately for the establishment of a grid station in the housing scheme, which too is still nowhere in sight.

According to Sarmad Ali, an estate agent involved in property dealing in the Malir area, there are three different categories of
plots in the New Malir Housing Scheme. "These include plots of 100, 200 and 400 yards. People who booked plots in this scheme
26 years ago wanted to build houses here, but despite waiting for a long time, most of them sold their plots due to delays in
possession of land and provision of basic facilities. In this way, the owners of the plots have been changing often in this scheme.
The few houses that have been built here are purely because they are located close to the main road," claimed Ali.

The Express Tribune contacted MDA's Director General Najabuddin Sehto in this regard, but he refused to comment.
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 16/01/2025)

Activists stress need to preserve architectural legacy of Karachi

Heritage sites and cultural spaces are part of the identity of a city as they keep its relation with its past alive in a special way
along with strengthening and invigorating its present, too, and therefore, it is a collective responsibility of citizens and government
to preserve and protect all such places in Karachi.

This was the key takeaway of a seminar titled “Bunder Road se Keamari: Confluence of Cultures” which brought together
architects, archaeologists, artists and designers at the Khaligdina Hall here on Sunday to discuss Karachi’s cultural heritage and
shed light on some small efforts being made to preserve it.

Ironically, however, as the seminar was about to start, Kanji Building, a majestic heritage site from 1868, was being demolished
on the city’s Outram Road. And as Durriya Kazi, who moderated the seminar, made that announcement during the presentation
of an artist who had recently made a drawing of the Kaniji Building among many others as part of his project, he and everybody
else in the hall felt frustrated and, perhaps, enraged, too.

But as all of them also felt helpless, the seminar continued. The focus of the first three talks was the work that has been done by
different partners to renovate and revitalise the Khaligdina hall and its library.

Hundreds of heritage buildings are in dilapidated condition and face demolition threat, seminar told

The first talk was delivered by Saima Zaidi, a communication designer and founder of Numaish-Karachi, an interdisciplinary
collective focused on activating underutilised public spaces for cultural production and as inclusive urban retreats.

Saima started with the history and significance of the Khaligdina Hall and Library and how it lay in a dilapidated condition before
being restored and renovated by her team along with other partners. Thereafter, she spoke about the projects of the Numaish-
Karachi team. One of them is the “Reading Room SeriesKarachi” at the hall which aims at providing an urban cultural retreat for
the citizens. “We along with our partners renovated the hall and library and now it is providing various cultural activities for local
communities since June 2024 along with access to the newly conserved and digitised literary assets in the library,” she said.

The second talk, “Interior Restoration of a Multi-Cultural Public Space in Hyper Transforming City” was by Sadiq and Polack
Architects, who did the interior renovation of the hall. Christophe Polack and Asiya Sadiq explained to the audience how research
and planning was carried out in the interior restoration of a heritage site and how they did so at the Khaligdina Hall. “Beside all
efforts and hard work, | would say it is maintenance that is most important after the restoration of such buildings,” emphasised
Asiya.

A panel discussion titled “Digital Documentation” included three presentations, mainly focused on the importance of digital
recording and preserving of the data of heritage sites.

Amer Bazl Khan, director MaritimEA Research, Karachi, spoke about the essential steps in heritage conservation through the
use of digital tools and technologies to record, preserve, and manage the physical and historical aspects and data of cultural
heritage sites.

The second presentation was by, Ozair B. Mansoor, an artist and designer, who is preserving such sites in the city through
drawings. It was titled “Karachi’s Lost Communities — The Serai and Bunder Quarters”. Mansoor spoke the architectural legacy
of communities no longer living in the city, but whose remaining buildings and structures enriched Karachi’s cultural environment.

His drawings mainly focused on such buildings, including the Rustomjee Building, Sevakunj Building, Luxmi Building, and the
earlier mentioned Kaniji Building to name a few.

The third presentation, “Adaptive Reuse: Interpret, Investigate, and Intervene”, was given by Qurratulain Poonawala, head of
Department for Interior Design, Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi.

She emphasised how it is first important to thoroughly interpret a cultural heritage site instead of just starting work on it based on
available information. “The first step is to interpret the theories and methodologies that shape the idea of preservation and reuse
through the examination of its place in history, its relationship to adjacencies in art, culture, climate and society. Then comes
investigating an existing building within the local city context and develop perspectives around them,” she said.
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“Building on that, strategies should be formulated to intervene within the existing architectural shells to assess the spatial
transformation capabilities of these built structures, not as a fragment but rather a part of a bigger urban and social fabric,” she
added.

Another panel, “Creative Karachi”, had two presenters. Ayla Raza, an architect by profession, discussed the development of
classical music in the Indian subcontinent and then its evolution in Karachi and also spoke about the role of the city as a patron
city of such arts.

Nusrat Khawaja, a researcher and curator, focused on the art in Karachi from 1947-1967 and identified the new strands in art
that emerged in the first twenty years of Karachi while it was the capital of Pakistan.

The speakers were also of the view that hundreds of cultural heritage buildings in the city are in a dilapidated condition and face
various threats and, therefore, a collective action by the government as well as the citizens is needed to reclaim and revitalise all
such sites.

Earlier, the welcome address was delivered by Mayor Murtaza Wahab, who chose to remain silent about the demolition of a

heritage site in the city.
(By Waqas Ali Dawn, 13, 20/01/2025)

Digitally preserving heritage sites of Indus Delta

The audience was taken on a virtual journey to the cultural heritage of the Indus Delta as digitally documented sites, captured in
high resolution, were showcased on a large screen at the terrace of the TDF

E @ - MagnifiScience Centre.
= — e
3 LOST CITIES OF THE
- IQDUS DELTA . ! The project, “The Lost Cities of the Indus Delta”, is part of Digital Heritage Trail Project

by the MaritimEA — a research organisation with expertise in cultural heritage
management, maritime archaeology and blue economy master-planning.

It is brought to fruition by maritime archaeologist Amer Bazl Khan, who is director
MaritimEA Research and his team who have digitally documented the lost heritage
sites of the Indus Delta.

The event was moderated by Amal Hashim, one of the team members of MaritimEA Research.

Mr Khan explained that the idea of digitally documenting those sites came during his first trip to the Indus Delta in 2019.
“Thereafter we started working on the project which has digitally documented Lahiri Bunder, Bhambhor, Ratu Kot Fort, Ranu Kot,
and Jam Jaskat Goth among others,” he said and explained the historical significance of these sites.

High-resolution, 3D images of Lahiri Bunder, Bhambhor, Ratu Kot Fort, Ranu Kot, and Jam Jaskat Goth documented to highlight
their historical significance

“All these sites have stories to tell and we felt this is important to tell people those stories and the folklore that are related to them,”
he said, also pointing out that there was disagreement among archaeologists as to where Bhambhor was exactly located because
some say that it'’s under the sea and the location is not known.

He said there were forts built in the Delta mainly depending on the river’s course and on its key strategic points to maintain power
by local tribes. Many of those sites and their related structures were almost entirely submerged under the mud and water during
high level of river’s water, he explained.

“The outcome of this project has been that these heritage sites have been digitally preserved and we have recorded 2,000
gigabytes [2TB] of raw data and 3.5TB of processed data. Moreover, the data is of high resolution with 3D models, orthomoaics,
and point clouds, etc. And now a website is also available to access all that documented heritage among other benefits,” Mr Khan
added.

Shabib Asghar, a team member, explored remains of one of the forts using a VR (Virtual Reality) headset in 3D. During that, he
also went to a point of the fort where some people had carried out digging in search of some hidden treasure.

Architect and urban planner Arif Hassan also spoke on this occasion. Commenting on the debate on true location of Bhambhor,
he said it would be a big addition to heritage history if the exact location of it could be recorded and measured digitally by such
projects.

He also said that past and history were something that people were very interested in. “However, there is not much effort to bring
that lost past to people but one must remember that there are ways to do that.”

Thereafter, a documentary film produced by the MaritimEA Research was put on the screen. It had archaeologists like
Kaleemullah Lashari and other heritage experts discussing the history of the above-mentioned sites and forts of the Indus Delta
and how climactic changes affected them.

A panel discussion was also part of the event. It was moderated by Ramsha Siddiqui.

During the discussion, archaeologist Ali Arshad Khan said the concept and practice of digital heritage was new in Pakistan and
also not being taught at most universities.
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He explained its importance and said that digital documentation was more efficient and took less time as compared to manual
data collection and measurement of heritage sites, which takes very long. “Thereby, it is also helping a lot to bring heritage and
archaeology to the people,” he said.

Zain Mustafa, an architect and educationist, spoke on the importance of heritage and why it should matter to the people at
present. “People are quite interested in their history and identity as to who they are and where they came from. Therefore, such
projects are of much importance and value,” he said.

Author Rumana Husain talked about folklore in the Indus Delta and other local regions. Discussing stories such as Noori Jam
Tamachi, Uderolal, and Sohni Mahival, she said that such that stories tell how the society, the people and power dynamics were
at those times.

Architect and environmentalist Tarig Alexander Qaiser also spoke about history of the Indus Delta and explained how the region
changed and witnessed invasions. He also stressed the importance of putting in efforts and investment for the betterment of
environment.

In his concluding remarks, Mr Khan added on to the debate concerning why one should be concerned about heritage and its

conservation: “Heritage and cultural conservation might not save the world but it can make the world worth saving.”
(By Waqas Ali Dawn, 13, 27/01/2025)

2,500 acres planned for new graveyards in Karachi

The provincial government has finally decided to allocate 2,500 acres for graveyards as there is no more land available for burial
in almost all major cemeteries in the city.

The decision was made by chief secretary Syed Asif Hyder Shah during a meeting on Thursday.

The shortage of burial space in the metropolis has been causing significant distress to the citizens, with six of the total 39
cemeteries managed by the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) already closed to new burials.

Besides, the repurposing of the graves has become widespread in the graveyards, including those that have been closed in the
city where the death rate is stated to be around 0.33 per cent of the total population per annum.

Sources in the KMC said that over 10,000 graves were needed every year in the city in view of the death rate as around 20-25
bodies were buried in different cemeteries of the city daily.

They said that shortage of burial space has also led to surge in price of graves that could go up to Rs200,000, depending on the
location of the graveyard as some people prefer to bury their near and dear ones beside their relatives.

Moreover, they said, the number of bodies taken to other parts of the country had also declined considerably in the recent years
mainly due to remarkable increase in the prices of the burial ground, further deepening the shortage.

The sources said that around 10,000 graves were needed every year in the city in view of the death rate.

A press statement said that Chief Secretary Syed Asif Hyder Shah while chairing a meeting on Thursday directed the
commissioner to formally refer the matter to the revenue department for suitable land allocation for graveyards.

The meeting was attended among others by Senior Member Board of Revenue Bagaullah Unar, Additional Chief Secretary Home
Muhammad Igbal Memon and Commissioner Syed Hassan Naqgvi.

The chief secretary also directed the city administration to ensure that all housing societies reserve spaces for graveyards in their
master plans to accommodate future requirements.

Highlighting the challenges posed by rapid urbanisation and population growth, he noted that existing burial grounds in the city
were no longer sufficient, making this initiative crucial for the city’s long-term planning.

The chief secretary of Sindh also ordered all divisional commissioners to identify land for graveyards in other cities of the province.
He reiterated the government’s commitment to urban planning that prioritises essential public services, ensuring that future
infrastructure development meets the needs of citizens.

In addition, the meeting also addressed other key issues, including strengthening anti-smuggling efforts across the province.

It was decided that 13 anti-smuggling digital enforcement stations and 10 joint check posts would be established at strategic
locations to curb smuggling activities.

Chief Secretary Sindh instructed the concerned authorities to swiftly identify and allocate land for these facilities. Furthermore,
he directed authorities to take strict action against illegal encroachments on government land.

He also emphasised the need to reclaim state-owned properties and instructed relevant departments to accelerate anti-
encroachment operations.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 31/01/2025)
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Panel to probe alleged land record corruption

The Sindh government has constituted a high-powered committee to probe alleged widespread corruption in land records across
the metropolitan city, particularly focusing the sub-registrar offices.

The five-member committee has been formed in light of the recommendations of the Chief Minister's Inspection Team and aims
to address the malpractice that has plagued the land registration process.

As part of the investigation, the Sindh government has ordered the removal of all sub-registrars who have served in Karachi for
over five years. The committee, headed by Umar Farooq Bullo, a member of the Goth Abad Wing of the Sindh Board of Revenue,
will review the revenue records from sub-registrar offices across the city over the past five to 10 years.

Other members of the committee are: Ahsan Ali Qureshi, Chief Inspector of Stamps; Ghulam Qadir Khan Talpur, Inspector
General of Registration; Khadim Husain Jarwar, Deputy Chief Inspector of Stamps; and Khalid Hussain Chohan, District Registrar
of the Registration Wing in Mirpurkhas.

The committee has been tasked with completing the investigation within 90 days. It is expected to identify any officials involved
in corrupt activities. Sindh Chief Secretary Khalid Haider Shah has instructed the Enquiries and Anti-Corruption Establishment
(E&ACE) to file references against any guilty officials for appropriate action.

Meanwhile, the revenue board has been directed to take steps to rectify injustices done to legitimate landowners by reaching out
to the courts under the prescribed legal procedures.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 02, 02/02/2025)

Housing justice and urban mobility

Cities are economic and cultural engines that drive global growth, innovation, and social development. However, unchecked
urbanisation in Pakistan has resulted in challenges such as inadequate housing,
strained infrastructure, and environmental degradation. Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 11 - "Sustainable Cities and Communities" - provides a framework to address
these issues by promoting inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable urban development.
For Pakistan, achieving SDG 11 is necessary and an opportunity to redefine its urban

- = future.

B

M Pakistan has one of the fastest urbanisation rates in South Asia, with its urban
o population increasing from 32.5% in 1998 to 36.4% in 2017, projected to reach 50% by

2025 (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022). Cities like Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad

contribute significantly to the economy, generating 55% of Pakistan's GDP, with Karachi

alone accounting for 12[115% of the national GDP and 55% of federal tax revenues

(IPS, 2023). Despite this economic importance, these urban centres are plagued by
inefficiencies, including unplanned growth, informal settlements, and limited infrastructure (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022; IIPS,
2023).

Environmental degradation is a growing concern. Karachi's urbanised area expanded from 13.4% in 1990 to 23.7% in 2020,
significantly reducing green spaces. Projections indicate that 66.65% of the urbanised regions will be flood-prone by 2035,
primarily due to impervious surfaces and inadequate drainage systems (Mumtaz et al., 2025). The Malir River, once spanning
17.19 km? in 1990, has shrunk to just 5.07 km? in 2020, increasing the risk of urban flooding. The consequences of rapid
urbanisation extend beyond flooding. The reduction of water bodies from 3.4% in 1990 to just 1.3% in 2020 and declining
vegetation cover exacerbate heat island effects and reduce biodiversity.

The transportation sector in Pakistan accounts for 31% of the country's carbon emissions, with a heavy reliance on fossil fuels
and outdated public transport systems. Lahore and Karachi consistently record (Particulate Matter) PM2.5 levels 10-15 times
higher than WHO guidelines, contributing to 128,000 premature deaths annually in Pakistan (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022; IIPS,
2023). Karachi, home to nearly 20 million residents, lacks a functional mass transit system, causing severe traffic congestion and
air pollution. Traffic congestion alone costs Karachi's economy $2.5 billion annually in lost productivity (IIPS, 2023). Lahore and
Islamabad have introduced Metro Bus systems, yet these serve less than 10% of the population, highlighting the need for a more
inclusive and efficient transportation network (IIPS, 2023). The Electric Vehicle Policy (2020) aims to shift 30% of vehicles to
electric by 2030, reducing emissions and reliance on fossil fuels. However, high vehicle costs, inadequate charging infrastructure,
and limited public awareness hinder widespread adoption. Investments in multimodal transport systems, integrated with green
infrastructure, are essential to achieving SDG 11 goals (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022).

Globally, 1.8 billion people lack access to adequate housing, with 150 million considered homeless (UN-Habitat, 2023). In
Pakistan, the housing deficit exceeds 10 million units, with demand increasing by 350,000 units annually and projected to rise to
400,000 units (Evaluation of Naya Pakistan Housing, 2023). Rising land costs have further exacerbated the crisis. Between 2011
and 2021, land prices increased by 195.3%, making housing unaffordable for low-income groups, who represent 62% of unmet
demand (Evaluation of Naya Pakistan Housing, 2023). The Naya Pakistan Housing Program (NPHP) aims to construct 5 million
affordable housing units. However, as of 2023, only 100,000 units have been completed, and most remain inaccessible to daily
wage earners and low-income families (Evaluation of Naya Pakistan Housing, 2023).

To address housing justice in Pakistan, strategies must focus on regularising informal settlements by providing secure land tenure
and upgrading infrastructure to reduce inequalities. Community-led solutions are essential to ensuring local participation in
housing projects that meet cultural and social needs. Incentivising low-cost housing by discouraging land speculation and
promoting affordable, high-density developments is also necessary. Housing improvements yield broader benefits; for instance,
constructing 100,000 housing units could contribute up to 2% of GDP, while improving housing stock reduces healthcare and
social costs associated with urban slums (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022; Evaluation of Naya Pakistan Housing, 2023).
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Urbanisation offers immense opportunities for sustainable development in Pakistan. Between 2020 and 2023, Pakistan imported
over 25 gigawatts of solar panels from China, significantly boosting its power capacity by approximately 50% (Vox, 2024).
Initiatives like the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami and urban forest programs in Lahore aim to mitigate environmental degradation and
enhance urban resilience (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022). Geospatial technologies and remote sensing, as demonstrated in
Karachi's flood studies, provide tools for better urban planning. By integrating these technologies, Pakistan can monitor land use
changes, predict vulnerabilities, and implement targeted interventions. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) remain vital for
financing sustainable infrastructure projects (Mumtaz et al., 2025).

Countries like Denmark and Singapore demonstrate how integrated urban planning and sustainability initiatives can transform
cities. Copenhagen's goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2025 highlights the potential of green infrastructure and efficient
transportation systems. Singapore's urban planning models emphasise green architecture and climate-resilient infrastructure.
These examples offer valuable lessons for Pakistan to localise SDG 11 (UN-Habitat Pakistan, 2022).

Localisation of SDG 11 provides Pakistan with a roadmap to transform its urban centres into hubs of sustainability and inclusivity.
Addressing housing justice, enhancing public transport, and investing in climate-resilient infrastructure can transform Pakistan's
cities into equitable, liveable hubs. This requires political will, robust governance, sustainable construction practices, and
community engagement, setting a South Asian benchmark for sustainable urbanisation.

(By Shahid Hussain Kamboyo The Express Tribune, 15, 11/02/2025)

Karachi’s Do Darya restaurant gutted

A huge fire destroyed a closed restaurant at Do Darya in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) on Wednesday evening, police
and rescue services officials said.

DIG-South Syed Asad Raza said the police immediately responded and cordoned
off the place. The restaurant, Creek Inn, was “non-functional” for the last four-five
years, he added.

A Rescue-1122 official told Dawn said that initially, they sent two fire tenders but
realising the gravity of the problem, two more fire tenders were dispatched.

He said the restaurant was built with wooden structure due to which the blaze
spread rapidly and remained persistent.

He said the fire was controlled after hectic efforts lasting for one and a half hours.
The structure was completely destroyed. However, the exact cause of the fire could not be ascertained till late in the night.

Youth shot dead on University Road
A youth was shot dead on main University Road near Samama Shopping Mall on early Wednesday morning, police said.

Mobina Town SHO Mohammed Nawaz said that the victim, in his early 20s, was on his motorcycle when unidentified suspects
shot him dead on the Samama flyover. He sustained two bullet wounds on his chest. His bike and other valuables were not taken.
The body was shifted to the JPMC for medico-legal formalities.

His identity could not be ascertained immediately as no ID papers were found.

The police had taken his DNA, blood samples and fingerprints for identification purposes.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 13/02/2025)

SHC issues warrants for arrest of KDA, Sepa chiefs

The Sindh High Court on Friday issued non-bailable warrants for the arrest of directors general of the Karachi Development
Authority (KDA) and the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa), as well as the owners of a known travel agency and a
restaurant operating in a residential property in Clifton, in a contempt of court application for failing to complying with its order
about stopping commercial activities in the subject property.

A two-judge constitutional bench headed by Justice Agha Faisal passed this order after the officials in question did not appear in
court or file any statement despite being put on notice on the application seeking contempt proceedings against them for flouting
court orders.

The bench directed the advocate general of Sindh either to be present or nominate any other provincial law officer to assist the
bench at the next hearing for indictment of the alleged contemnors.

Earlier, the SHC had directed the alleged contemnors to stop commercial activities, including a restaurant, in a residential property
on Hatim Alvi Road in Old Clifton.

Bench to indict alleged contemnors on Feb 27 for failing to appear in court despite being issued notices
Petitioner Zahid Hameed, through his lawyer Arshad Tayebaly, had filed an application seeking contempt proceedings against

KDA DG Altaf Ghoar Memon, Sepa DG Naeem Mughal, SBCA DG Abdul Rasheed Solangi, owner of the restaurant and other
private persons as alleged contemnors for defying the court order.
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The bench had issued notices to the alleged contemnors and directed them to appear in person along with their written reply on
Feb 21.

At the outset of the hearing on Friday, nine out of 10 alleged contemnors neither turned up nor filed any reply. Only a private
person/alleged contemnor appeared in court and filed a counter affidavit.

The bench was informed that SBCA chief Solangi had retired and the government appointed Muhammad Ishaq Khuhro as the
new director general of the authority.

The bench allowed the applicant to add the name of Mr Khuhro in the contempt application after a SBCA lawyer waived the notice
on behalf of the new DG.

It directed the Mr Khuhro to appear in court on the next date of hearing along with a written reply.

While issuing non-bailable warrants for the arrest of DGs of KDA, Sepa, owner of Gerry’s Travel Afzal Wali Muhammad, owner
of Big Tree House Restaurant Mr Anil and five co-owners of the Plot No. 76, Hatim Alvi Road, the constitutional bench directed
the SSP concerned to execute the same and file a compliance report in this regard at the next hearing.

The bench in its order noted that as per an SBCA report, the subject residential property was admittedly being used for commercial
purposes.

The SBCA in its report also stated that it had issued notices and the owners/occupants had stopped commercial activities
voluntarily.

However, the bench noted that a statement was filed on behalf of the petitioner along with certain documents, including sale
receipt of the subject restaurant issued on Feb 20.

Thereafter, the counsel for the SBCA assured the bench that immediate action would be taken in respect of the property in
question and a comprehensive report to be submitted at the next hearing.

“Let this matter be fixed on 27.02.2025 for consideration of framing of charge in conformity with the Contempt of Court Ordinance,
20083. Issue notice to the learned Advocate General Sindh either be present in person or nominate an AAG to assist this court for
framing of charge as per chapter 19 Cr.P.C. and to prosecute, if so required,” the bench in its order concluded.

(By Isaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 22/02/2025)

Liaquatabad Supermarket stuck in rack and ruin

Inaugurated in 1976, Karachi's famous Liaquatabad Supermarket is a 10-storey building based in the city's commercial center.
Unfortunately, even after the passage of more than five decades, the market plaza has not served its true purpose since a large
chunk of the building remains unoccupied due to the inattention of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC).

Reportedly, only five floors of the building have libraries and offices, while the remaining floors have not been in use for many
years and are lying idle. Moreover, the master plan of the building has been changed several times after which shops have been
illegally taken down and places of business left in disarray. To make matters worse, the elevators, fire safety arrangements,
security systems and restrooms for women are also in shambles while incessant encroachments on the sides of the building have
tarnished its reputation. Furthermore, the road on which the supermarket is located, SM Taufig Road, is dilapidated at several
places.

A KMC official revealed on the condition of anonymity that despite its modern construction, the Liaquatabad Supermarket had
fallen into disrepair due to the indifference and greed of the KMC administration and the encroachment mafia. As per his claims,
the higher officials of the KMC unnecessarily changed the building's master plan.

"Moreover, various item shops have been set up in the grocery section. The bank that was established in the past has been
destroyed and shops have been set up there as well. Two decades ago, a girls' technical college had been set up on the sixth
and seventh floors; however, several incidents of harassment led to its relocation to Karimabad. Due to these circumstances, no
private entity is ready to set up its offices on the remaining floors of the building," said the official.

According to an on-ground survey conducted by the Express Tribune, shops are located on the ground and first floors of the
Liaquatabad Supermarket, a library can be found on the second floor and the land registry office is on the third floor while various
institutions are established on the fourth and fifth floors. From the sixth floor onwards, the building is in shambles, with all halls
empty and heaps of garbage and construction material lying around. Overall, the state of cleanliness in the building is nauseating
thanks to the betel leaf spitting that covers its walls and floors. Furthermore, although 90 per cent of the buyers frequenting the
market are women, no separate restrooms are available for females, who have to use the ladies' room at the library, which is
non-functional after 2pm.

Mohammad Mazhar, Coordination Secretary of the Supermarket Association, confirmed that there was no sanitation or security
system installed at the building. "The guards who are appointed do not show up while the shopkeepers have to clean up on their
own," said Mazhar.

Similarly, Mohammad Alam, a shopkeeper, revealed that rampant loadshedding plagued the supermarket. "If KMC restores its
centralized system of electricity and installs a generator at the market, things can get better," predicted Alam.

According to Dr Asim Bashir Khan, an economist and faculty member at the Institute of Business Administration (IBA), the revival
of the Liaquatabad Supermarket necessitated the appointment of a consultant who could devise a new plan. "The new plan
should prioritize cleanliness, elevators, security, and fire safety while alternative routes should also be arranged. The condition of
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the road should be improved and illegal encroachments should be removed. Only when this is achieved, will private companies
show interest in establishing offices at the plaza," opined Dr Khan.

UC Counselor Nauman Shah claimed that cleaning inside the supermarket was the responsibility of the Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board.

On the other hand, Irshad Baig, Deputy Director of the Estate Department at the KMC revealed that a total of 744 shops were
located at the Liaquatabad Supermarket. "The annual income generated from the building is Rs1 crore. There are no violations
of the master plan at the building," said Baig.

(By Syed Ashraf Ali The Express Tribune, 04, 27/02/2025)

SBCA chief stresses need for building eco-friendly structures

The Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) on Thursday announced that it was going to implement “Sindh Green Buildings”
initiative with the financial support from the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and a
human development organization, the GIZ Pakistan.

While presiding over a meeting, the newly appointed SBCA director general, Muhammad Ishag Khuhro, said that in light of
environmental changes, it was imperative to adopt modern construction techniques that focus on energy conservation and eco-
friendly features to develop sustainable buildings.

The meeting was attended by SBCA officials and a delegation from the GIZ Pakistan.

During the meeting, discussions were held on the Sindh Green Buildings initiative where Mr Khuhro highlighted that this was a
comprehensive project which would be implemented with financial support from the BMZ and the GIZ Pakistan.

“The National Energy Efficiency & Conservation Authority will serve as the primary executive agency, while BERC will act as the
technical partner for the initiative,” a statement issued after the meeting quoted the SBCA DG as saying.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 28/02/2025)

Gulgee's home now a museum

The former residence of globally celebrated painter and calligrapher Ismail Gulgee has been transformed into a museum,
showcasing over 170 of his artworks to preserve his artistic legacy.

The two-storey museum - located in the post Clifton area — is a proof of Gulgee's contributions to the world of Islamic calligraphy,
abstract art, portraiture, and sculpture. The museum is divided into 17 thematic sections, each offering a unique perspective on
Guljee's vast body of work. Information on the walls is complemented by Urdu translations accessible through QR codes, along
with video interviews of Gulgee himself.

Gulgee's son, Amin Gulgee, led the project of turning the house into museum in accordance with the wishes of his late parents.
The museum not only houses rare works but also gives insight into the artist's creative journey, from the 1950s through to 2007.

Gulgee is particularly renowned for his revival of Mughal-era pichwaii art, which involves assembling small, unpainted pieces of
glass and precious stones to form intricate designs. Ismail Gulgee was also a trailblazer in the technique of painting with dots,
inspired by the vastness of the sky and the mysteries of galaxies. This innovation became a hallmark of his style and earned him
international acclaim.

Guljee's works were exhibited globally, with presentations to world leaders, including French President Charles de Gaulle in the
1960s and Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in the 1990s.

During the Islamic summit of 1974, Gulgee created special paintings to promote unity among Muslim nations, including portraits
of several global leaders, such as King Faisal, the Shah of Iran, and former US presidents Jimmy Carter and George Bush.

One of the key pieces on display is the Kalima Sharif, a calligraphic work in gold that was created by Gulgee in the 1970s. This
iconic piece now occupies a central position in the museum.

Amin Gulgee, who dedicated two years to establishing the museum, collaborated closely with architect Samina Injarwala to bring
this vision to life. The museum also houses personal artifacts of the artist, including brushes, his painting table, and materials
that he used in his work. One of the museum's highlights is a painting made from lapis lazuli stones, depicting polo players, which
stands as a centerpiece in one of the rooms.

The museum is a fitting tribute to an artist whose work transcended traditional boundaries. His use of colour and form, especially
his later adoption of pink in the 1980s-a colour that became especially popular in Japan-helped elevate his profile internationally.

Amin Gulgee stated that his father, while painting portraits of kings and world leaders, was always driven by emotion and
expression rather than words. The museum offers visitors a chance to engage deeply with Gulgee's artistic exploration of the
universe, where dots, colour, and form converge to create a visual language that continues to captivate.

(By Aftab Khan The Express Tribune, 04, 01/03/2025)
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Karachi’s Wrong High-Rise Option

Cities are living things. If their needs cannot be met through formal planning, they acquire these needs through other means. The
process of acquiring what is required through other means reflects the culture and limitations of the agents through which these
needs are acquired.

Most of the cities of the Global South have developed in this manner and after development attempts have been made to retrofit
them, so as to improve them aesthetically and functionally. These developments determine the future of these cities, their
vulnerabilities, and the aspirations of their citizens, which are also shaped by the tangible and intangible cultures that evolve out
of the retrofitting process. The most vibrant global cities have evolved in this manner and have become centres of art, literature
and, above all, innovation and production. Karachi, Bombay and Cairo are examples of such cities.

There are other cities that have been meticulously planned over time, right down to minute details. Examples of such cities are
Paris and Barcelona and especially cities such as Amsterdam, Brussels, Delft and Aachen. These cities have become nothing
more than museums and are preserved as such. People visit them to look at their monuments, engage with their nightlife, and
converse with their history.

However, all these cities have one thing in common: providing housing for their citizens and a debate on the typology of that
housing. They have all had similar experiences over time in providing housing, similar failures, and similar concerns regarding
housing for the poor.

Housing is not just a social right but can be the best way to fight urban poverty as well. But the latest push from policy-planners

in Karachi is to provide high-density, high-rise apartments for low-income families, based on the Chinese model. Architect and

urban planner Arif Hasan explains why, after evaluating such settlements around the world, he has come round to the conclusion
that it is not a feasible or sustainable solution to Karachi’s housing issues...

A hypothetical remodelling of Paposh Nagar as a high-density, independent
housing settlement area | Courtesy Arif Hasan and Asiya Sadiq Polack

FIGHTING POVERTY THROUGH HOUSING
In all surveys of poor communities in Karachi and discussions with them
carried out by myself and my colleague Amal Hashim, what has emerged is
that, for the poor, a roof over their head is not only an economic benefit but is
also the most effective way of fighting poverty.

It also earns them respect in the eyes of others, and they receive better
proposals for the marriages of their daughters. It also guarantees upward
social and economic mobility for their families. With the owning of a roof, a loan
for house construction can be acquired from the House Building Finance
Company (HBFC) and other banks. Without roof ownership, such a loan
cannot be acquired, because banks want an asset as security against the loan
it gives out. In addition, one can carry out improvements in the house as and
when funds are available or when one desires.

However, acquiring a roof is dependent on buying or building a house. For buying, one needs money, and for building one needs
land. There is no way to own land in Karachi for most people because its cost is beyond the paying capacity of low-income
families. This is realised by all politicians and political parties. Therefore, before they come to power, they promise to build a large
volume of houses to make them available for the “poor”, either free or through large subsidies.

For example, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) had promised to provide five million homes between 2018 and 2022. However,
only 1,500 flats were handed over to beneficiaries, and that too only in Islamabad. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) built even less and those too were beyond the affordability of poor families. In addition,
these homes were less than a drop of water in a sea of need.

However, if the houses could be affordable to purchase or affordable loans could be provided for the purchase of land, the
situation would be very different. But for land and houses to be affordable, their delivery and construction should also be
affordable. This calls for research into cheaper technologies in the house-building processes and their link with the social delivery
system.

The problem is that the culture of our planners and politicians does not allow them to think in terms of building cheaply constructed
housing for their voters or, on the other hand, providing functional low-cost housing to the victims of natural disasters with the
latter’s active physical and economic involvement.

The examples of both these are presently available, where homes are being built for flood-affected victims. On the one hand, the
homes are far too expensive for the poor to afford and, on the other, the homes are too small to be liveable and without basic
infrastructure such as toilets and kitchens. This is what can be termed as “an anti-poor bias” in policy and planning. Unfortunately,
through the promotion of the policies of Western academic theory and practice, our professionals are also being trained in this
manner.
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Residents of the Lyari Expressway in Karachi demonstrating against being
transferred to new settlements: throughout the world, especially in the
Global South, there is a serious need to manage the real estate lobby |
Courtesy the writer

THE HIGH-RISE SOLUTION?

Almost every party, through its members, has said that, given the lack of
land space, high-rise accommodation, like in China, should be constructed,
where buildings can be as high as 30 floors.

There are those who feel that, because of this, a lot of open space can be
generated for social use. This could also help, the theory goes, in creating
comparatively large and well-organised social groups of house owners in
each building. Meanwhile, the Government of Sindh, in its Sindh Special Development Board Act 2014, feels that highrises will
create a “soft image” of the country.

However, experience shows that all these assumptions are incorrect. High-rise and medium-rise buildings are far more expensive
than walk-ups because they require heavier foundations and structures. They often require boring for their foundations and
additional safety measures for earthquakes and wind pressure. In addition, there are problems related to solid waste disposal,
the cost of maintenance, and distribution of collective utility charges.

But there are sociological problems as well. In my work with Homeless International (a UK-based international NGO), | evaluated
council estates in Britain and discovered that apartments on floors over 10 to 12 were occupied by squatters or were vacant. In
addition, high-rise council estates are full of crime, theft and drugs. Elder residents of these estates point out that this is carried
out with the support of the police. There are no community organisations in these estates.

The difference between formal (right) and informal housing (left)
in Karachi | Google Earth

Similarly, apartments were built by Toki [government-backed
Mass Housing Development Authority] in Turkiye where people
have been moved from their informal settlements in city centres
to multi-storey towers on the fringes of the city. The people are
very unhappy and for reasons similar to those in Britain.

In addition, the new residents complained that, because of an
absence of play areas and of issues related to vertical movement,
both children and the elders watch television much more than
before and/or play with their smartphones, promoting segregation
between elders and the younger generation. The purchase of
smartphones is an additional expense for poor families.

Residents complain that it is not possible to supervise children
while they play or get together because one has to come down
10 or 14 floors for that. It is also difficult to make friends with other
families because of the difficulties involved in vertical movement.
As a result, children, especially adolescents, are restricted to their homes or around the elevator lobby or staircases. In addition,
without supervision, they form gangs and indulge in “anti-social” and criminal activities.

It is for these reasons that not only are high-rise apartments for low-income communities discouraged in Britain but many high-
rise blocks have been demolished. In Turkiye and the Scandinavian countries as well, high-rise apartments for low-income
communities are being questioned.

KARACHI'S EXPERIENCE WITH HIGH-RISES

In Karachi, where high-rise or even medium-rise apartments have been constructed for low-income groups, there are constant
disagreements and often violence among the apartment owners on issues related to the cost of maintenance and utilities. As a
result, the apartments are not maintained. They have major plumbing leakages which have destroyed the stability of their
structures.

Religious and social activities that used to take place on the ground floor can no longer do so and, as a result, the promoters of
these activities have to hire a community hall far away from their homes, which increases the cost of the event substantially.
Children can no longer play cricket and football even where space is available. | found the same situation in Soviet-built housing
in Cambodia and Vietnam.

Let us take an example. There is a cluster of 1,400 high-rise apartments behind and adjacent to Igra University. Even if we take
half a child per apartment, it works out to 700 children in this cluster. Even half of these cannot be accommodated in the open
spaces around the apartment blocks. In addition, light and air to most of the apartments are not available.

The promoters of the high-rise option argue that much higher densities can be achieved through the high-rise option. However,
studies carried out by me as a member of the UN’s committee on forced evictions and for Vietnam and the UK, and for the
hypothetical remodelling of a number of existing high-density settlements in Karachi, show that the maximum densities
permissible by the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) can be achieved by walk-up houses of ground-plus-two floors and by
medium-rise apartment blocks, with sufficient space left over for recreational and other social facilities.
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Given the cost and procedures involved, upgrading seems to be the only option for providing secure homes to low-income groups
who already have a home of some sort.

An Alternative Model of Housing Development

There are approximately 1.5 million housing units in the katchi abadis [informal settlements] of Karachi. These have been built
by informal developers without a penny of subsidy by the government. The overwhelming majority have paid for their legally
acquired electricity and gas connections.

So the informal developer has done much better than the Karachi Development Authority (KDA), the Lyari Development Authority
(LDA) or the Malir Development Authority (MDA). If this construction and maintenance can be organised and supported, the
communities can improve the neighbourhoods with the help of appropriately structured local bodies.

The late development practitioner and social scientist Akhtar Hameed Khan has shown us that this can be done. But, “how” is

another story.
(By Arif Hasan Dawn EOS, 01, 02/03/2025)

Sindh, Balochistan asked to resolve dispute over heritage site in 30 days

A Senate body has advised the governments of Sindh and Balochistan to form a joint committee to resolve the matter of
jurisdiction of a heritage site in the Kirthar range within 30 days.

The Senate Functional Committee on Problems of Less Developed Areas witnessed a dispute over jurisdiction of Kuttay Ji Qabar.
Sindh lays claim to the site situated 25 kilometre from its boundary into Balochistan.

Sindh tourism and culture department officials and Khuzdar deputy commissioner contested the ownership rights of the historical
site located in Mouza Dhadaro, Union Council Sunchuko, Tehsil Karkh, Khuzdar District, Balochistan.

The officials from Sindh informed that it had been declared a protected heritage site by the Sindh government in January 2025.
Senate body refutes Sindh’s claim over Kuttay Ji Qabar

However, the Balochistan government refutes this claim, arguing that historical records, maps and legal frameworks place the
site under its administrative jurisdiction and that the village is located 25km inside Balochistan.

The officials expressed concerns that it was the third time that Sindh had laid claim to the site as protected heritage.

A representative from the Sindh government provided literary, historical and geographical references to support Sindh’s claim,
emphasising that the matter concerns jurisdictional clarification.

He also asserted that a resolution through coordination between both governments was preferable to escalating the issue at that
forum.

The chairman of the Senate committee, Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani, stated that constitutional matters involved both the
province and federation.

He cited Article 143 of the Constitution, highlighting that any dispute between two entities falls under the federal jurisdiction and
should be addressed accordingly.

“I| disagree with the Sindh’s stance because on one hand the province seeks federal intervention for water disputes while on the
other it denies the federation’s role in this matter,” the chairman added.

Senator Durrani said the boundaries changed but the current status had to be considered by Sindh.

“Historically, territorial boundaries have changed — where was this region in the 4th Century BC, in 1711, or during the Third
Battle of Panipat?” he said, adding, “Borders shift over time due to wars and political changes, but the focus should be on the
present legal status rather than historical gazetteers.”

Senator Durrani further questioned the electoral jurisdiction of the area, asking under which territory the residents of Kuttay Ji
Qabar voted, and demanded a voter list.

He also pointed out that the current MPA from the contested territory represented Balochistan and not Sindh.

Members of the committee noted that while historical references were being presented, the issue must align with the constitutional
provisions, which affirmed the area as part of Balochistan.

The committee was informed by the officials that any territorial changes required a two-thirds majority approval.

After hearing both sides, Chairman Durrani recommended that both governments form a joint committee to resolve the matter
amicably within 30 days.

If the matter remained unresolved within 90 days, the Inter-Provincial Coordination (IPC) Ministry will intervene, and once the
issue is settled, a report must be submitted to the Senate committee.

The committee was also briefed on the criteria for gas distribution, with a compliance report to be presented in a future session.
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The managing director of the petroleum division highlighted gas shortages in Sui Town as a major concern and outlined key
initiatives benefitting local residents.

The meeting was attended by senators Danesh Kumar, Muhammad Aslam Abro and Falak Naz.
(By Kaibe Ali Dawn, 13, 08/03/2025)

Urban dimension

AFTER several weeks of protests in Sindh, the canals controversy is now also being echoed on national platforms. President Asif
Zardari had to retreat from his earlier endorsement of these canals while addressing
the recent joint parliamentary session. The Sindh Assembly, too, adopted a
comprehensive resolution against the proposed canals. With the exception of the ruling
PML-N, virtually all mainstream parties have denounced the plan of new canals for the
grand corporate farming initiative in Cholistan. The Sindh government has already
approached the Council of Common Interests, which is constitutionally mandated to
; settle water-related conflicts. The CCI has not convened for more than a year in
? violation of its constitutional obligation to meet on a quarterly basis.

The contentious project is not only detrimental to agriculture and the deltaic ecosystem

but will also aggravate water woes in Sindh’s urban centres. The municipal, industrial
and commercial needs of sprawling urban populations are rising rapidly. Karachi, Hyderabad and Sukkur endure chronic water
deficit. Karachi meets 85 per cent of its water needs from the Indus river’s flows. Likewise, Hyderabad, Larkana and Sukkur
depend solely on the Indus to quench their thirst. Hence, the urban population is not immune to the consequences of the Indus’s
dwindling flows.

The Sindh irrigation department has issued a drought warning for several districts of the province including Karachi and
Hyderabad. Water in the Tarbela Dam has plummeted to almost dead level. As flows diminish in the Indus, contamination of the
water increases. Pollutants enter the Indus through its tributaries upstream. Untreated municipal, agricultural and industrial
effluent is freely discharged into the river and the streams entering it. As water declines during the low flow period, dilution
decreases and contamination intensifies. Ironically, the Water Apportionment Accord of 1991 limits its focus to water quantity and
does not extend to water quality.

Manchhar Lake has become a perennial sink for pollution from the Right Bank Outfall Drain that offloads into the Indus near
Sehwan, which then reaches Kotri Barrage around 140 kilometres downstream. The situation worsens in winter when the Indus
does not have sufficient water to dilute its impurities. Hyderabad is hence exposed to toxic tapwater in the low flow period. In
March 2024, an alarming rise in total dissolved solids (TDS) in the Indus forced the authorities to stop water supply to Hyderabad
to prevent a health disaster.

Karachi is no less vulnerable to contaminated faucet flows.

The Water and Sanitation Agency detected 790 milligrams per litre TDS in a sample against the 500 mg/I threshold set by the
WHO. It was a chilling reminder of May 2004 when toxic flows of over 1,500 TDS resulted in the death of around 50 persons in
Hyderabad. Any further diversion upstream is likely to deprive Kotri Barrage of sufficient flows to combat the pollutants flowing
into the Indus, thus increasing the risk of death and disease among residents of the Hyderabad, Tando Mohammad Khan and
Badin districts.

Karachi is no less vulnerable to contaminated faucet flows. Karachi receives Indus water through the Kalri Baghar Feeder canal
off-taking from the right bank of Kotri Barrage. The water meant for Karachi is first stored in Keenjhar Lake and then conveyed to
the Dhabeji and Gharo pumping stations.

As pollution levels rise at Kotri Barrage, the KB Feeder also transports the same contaminated water to Keenjhar Lake. On the
way to the lake, the canal gathers more pollution from the Kotri and Nooriabad industrial areas, along with municipal waste
released by settlements along its banks. Shrinking flows at Kotri will not only reduce supplies for Karachi but will also increase
the risk of contamination and thus public health hazards for Karachi’s residents.

Water of poor quality is a major source of morbidity. In 2016, the Supreme Court appointed a commission under the Sindh High
Court to inquire into Sindh’s drinking water woes. Under the commission’s supervision, the Pakistan Council of Research in Water
Resources tested 336 water samples from different sources and locations. The shocking find was that 251 (75pc) of the samples
were unfit for human consumption.

Additionally, the dry stream below Kotri Barrage harms the mangroves, a natural shield against the increasing frequency of
cyclones.

Karachi is a most vulnerable location that requires lush mangrove cover to reduce the impact of cyclones and tsunamis.
As new canals are being planned in Punjab, the lower riparian Sindh is resenting the plan for fear of further curtailment of Indus
flows. The implications are not limited to the farm sector or the rural areas. The economy and public health in the urban areas

will also suffer from water shortages.
(By Naseer Memon Dawn, 07, 15/03/2025)

BTK settlement
WHEREVER the money goes, controversy follows. The PMLN-led federal government, which recently announced that it will be

using ‘190m pounds’, originally repatriated by the UK’s National Crime Agency under a settlement agreement with property tycoon
Malik Riaz, to build a university in Islamabad, is being criticised for not using that money to support existing public sector
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universities that have been suffering an acute funding crisis. The sum, which totals some 35bn in Pakistani rupees, could have
helped bridge the Rs60bn shortfall faced by the Higher Education Commission this year, informed stakeholders say. However,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif intends to use that money to set up the Daanish University of Emerging Sciences, which appears
to be an extension of the Daanish Schools project he initiated as chief minister of Punjab, and which is closely associated with
his name. The irony of funds tied to PTl leader Imran Khan’s Al Qadir University now being used for a different ‘political’ university
project cannot be missed. It is undoubtedly hypocritical that what this government had spent months arguing were ‘public funds’
are now being used to build its own political capital.

It is worth recalling that this money, a little more than half of the total deposited in the Supreme Court’s accounts on behalf of
Bahria Town for its BTK housing project, had been allocated to the federal government by the apex court in November 2023. The
remaining Rs30bn was handed over to the Sindh government despite severe apprehensions about the provincial government
and its departments’ central role in facilitating Bahria Town and abetting its unlawful activities, as established in the original
judgement in the BTK case. Meanwhile, six years after its settlement with the Supreme Court, Bahria Town remains in default of
the agreement. There is no clarity about how much it still owes the Supreme Court and whether it can or will pay the dues. The
apex court and the government, too, have not been very clear about how the BTK judgement is to be enforced. The settlement
was to expire in August 2026, by which time the developer was supposed to have paid Rs460bn in instalments, along with 4pc
mark-up on all late payments. It had paid only a small fraction as of late 2023, having unilaterally suspended further payments
after the £190m were credited, claiming it was being penalised ‘unfairly’.

(By Editorial, Dawn, 06, 18/03/2025)

SBCA amends building rules to legalise commercial use of residential properties

The Sindh government has come to the rescue of thousands of commercial establishments operating illegally in residential
neighbourhoods across the city by amending the existing building regulations to allow them to continue using houses for financial
gains.

However, while the controversial move may save some existing businesses, it could also wreak havoc on the already deteriorated
city infrastructure as every residential area would soon be flooded with commercial activities including shops, schools and clinics.

The use of residential plots for commercial and recreational purposes has been allowed by the Sindh Building Control Authority
(SBCA) that has amended the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations (KBTPR) 2002.

The move came after different benches of the Sindh High Court had passed orders on several petitions filed by citizens against
the operation of schools, restaurants and other commercial entities in their respective residential neighbourhoods in violation of
building and town planning rules.

In February, an SHC bench had issued non-bailable warrants for the arrest of the director general of the Karachi Development
Authority (KDA), owner of the Gerry’s Group and others in a contempt application for failing to comply with court order about
stopping commercial activities in an Old Clifton house. In a later hearing, the bench discharged the warrants and contempt notices
after the alleged contemnors assured the judges that the subject residential property will not be used for any illegal/unsanctioned
purpose.

Sources said that the SBCA authorities informed the provincial government of the problems they were facing in implementing
court directives as majority of commercial entities operating on residential plots belonged to influential persons.

The easy way, according to the sources, was to change the building regulations, as unlike the Sindh Building Control Authority
Act, the KBTPR can be amended with just the director general/authority’s signature.

The SBCA sent the draft of amendments to the law department for vetting, and afterwards the SBCA Director General Ishaque
Khuhro issued a notification dated March 13 and amended the KBTPR 2002.

Through the fresh amendments, the SBCA not only modified the definition of ‘amenity plot’ but also inserted a new land use term,
‘Commercial/Residential-cum Commercial Use,’ effectively providing a legal cover for thousands of commercial establishments
operating on residential plots.

According to the KBTPR 2002, an “Amenity Plot” means a plot allocated exclusively for the purpose of government, health and
welfare, education, assembly, religious, parks and playgrounds, burial grounds, transportation right-of-way, parking and
recreational uses as defined under Chapter 19 of the building regulations.

The health and welfare category includes “land used for health and social welfare services such as health centre, medical &
dental clinics, hospitals, maternity homes, medical research institutions, nurseries, mother and child care centres, homes or other
institutions for physically disabled persons, mental institutions, homes for the elderly, and veterinary clinics/hospitals including
green areas and open spaces essential for the proper functioning of such institutions”.

The education use category includes “all land used for nursery schools, kindergartens, primary schools, secondary schools, high
schools, colleges, special colleges. technical colleges, universities, research institutes, madressah, all such institutions related
with education purposes (other than medical), and fine arts institutes, including green and open spaces essential for the proper
functioning of such institutions.

Chapter 19 of the KBPTR 2002 categorically stated that the sites reserved for education use cannot be converted into any other
use.

However, in the KBPTR (Amendment) 2025, the SBCA removed “health and welfare and education” category from the “amenity
plot” definition.

The category of “commercial use” has been replaced with “commercial / residential cum commercial use”.
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In Chapter 19, the SBCA director general amended the “residential use” category and declared that the residential premises can
be used for dwelling facilities as well as educational, health and recreational facilities.

Through a newly inserted clause, the “recreation use” is defined in the amended regulations as activities, facilities and spaces
that facilitate leisure, social interaction and community well-being. It said this encompasses dining and social establishments,
such as cafes, food courts, and similar venues, provided they contribute to the recreational and communal experience of the
neighbourhood.

Another amendment was carried out in Chapter 18 titled ‘Sub-division and Amalgamation of Land and Change of Land Use’ of
the KBPTR 2002 to allow use of a minimum 400 square yards residential plot located on a minimum 60-foot-wide road for
“education, health or recreation purposes”.

“Everyone knows there are thousands of office, schools, tea shops and restaurants, clinics and hospitals operating on residential
plots. Previously, owners were required to vacate the premises since using residential land for commercial purposes was
prohibited,” a senior SBCA officer told Dawn on the condition of anonymity.

“In a city like Karachi, where thousands of such cases exist, displacement was not a feasible solution. To address this issue,
amendments have been made with the sole intention of facilitating citizens, without any ulterior motives,” he explained.

However, he stressed the need of checks and balances as he suspected the “builder mafia” would misuse the amendments in
their favour.
(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque Dawn, 13, 30/03/2025)

Buildings lack facilities for differently-abled persons

Karachi, the capital of Sindh, is home to dozens of buildings of the federal and provincial governments alongside those of various
government agencies, yet most of these buildings do not have special arrangements for persons with disabilities (PWDs).

This is in spite of the fact that the Sindh Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act 2018, mandates the provision of special
arrangements for PWDs in all government buildings managed by the provincial government. Under this law, all existing
government buildings were to be made accessible to PWDs within 5 years. However, even after the passage of seven years, no
progress has been made in this direction.

Abdul Haseeb Khan, a teacher at the Sindh Education Department office in Tughlag House, shared the challenges he faced as
a differently-abled person due to the lack of designated parking spaces. "Sometimes when | visit the building for my official work,
| am unable to find a disabled parking space to park my car near the building. Hence, it takes me a long time to find a parking
space and even when | can, it is usually quite far from the building," lamented Khan.

Similarly, Amanullah, a government employee with a locomotor disability, also faced a similar problem while visiting the Health
Department Office in the New Sindh Secretariat. "When | reach the building on my three-wheeled motorcycle | cannot find a
designated parking space near the building," said Amanullah, who too had to park his car far away from the building, forcing him
to walk a long distance with one leg.

"Even though different laws do exist at the provincial and federal levels to protect the rights of differently-abled people they have
not been implemented properly. Under a federal law 'Accessibility Code of Pakistan, 2006' all new buildings in the country should
be accessible for PWDs. Similarly, the ruling of the 'Sindh Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act 2018' dictate that facilities
for people with physical disabilities are mandatory in not only the new buildings but also the existing ones," informed Abid Lashari,
President of the National Disability and Development Forum, who further revealed that wheelchair ramps were only available at
the Social Welfare Department in Sindh.

It is worth noting that under the Sindh Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act 2018, the provincial government was
supposed to allocate special parking spaces for PWDs in all public places, but this has not happened yet. As a result, the vehicles
of differently-abled employees and visitors are parked on the road outside the buildings. This can be gauged from the sheer
number of official and non-official vehicles parked outside all buildings of the Sindh Secretariat including the New Sindh
Secretariat, Tughlag House, Old KDA Building and Finance Building.

A similar situation was observed at the Income Tax Building of the federal government located between these buildings, where
no space was allocated for disabled parking. Similar was the predicament at the Sindh Assembly, located near the Sindh
Secretariat, when it came to the provision of parking facilities for PWDs. A few years ago, a multi-story parking lot was built in the
premises of the Sindh Assembly, where a parking space had been allocated for the Speaker of the Sindh Assembly however, no
space was allocated for PWDs.

In this regard, The Express Tribune contacted Tauha Farooqi, Secretary of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with

Disabilities Sindh, to delve into the reasons behind the non-implementation of the said law but he failed to respond.
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 03/04/2025)

Commercial use of residences

The Sindh government's recent decision to legalise commercial activities in residential areas raises significant concerns about
the long-term implications for community integrity, quality of life and urban planning. In most of the world, home-based businesses
and offices are restricted to a handful of employees and customers to reduce the nuisance value for neighbours.
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Here, the Sindh government has approved a veritable free-for-all. While the government and other proponents argue that the
policy could stimulate economic activity and make neighbourhoods more vibrant, the potential drawbacks far outweigh these
perceived benefits.

Firstly, the essence of residential areas lies in their primary function as places for living, resting and building community
relationships. Allowing commercial activities transforms peaceful enclaves into bustling marketplaces. Most people invest in
homes with the understanding that they are purchasing peace and tranquility, not the hustle and bustle of commerce.

The encroachment of commercial entities disrupts this balance, eroding the very fabric of neighbourhood life. Moreover, the health
implications cannot be overlooked. Increased foot traffic and vehicular movement lead to higher pollution levels, and studies have
consistently shown that noise and poor air quality lead to increased stress levels and various health problems, further
compromising the well-being of residents.

Additionally, the dynamics of property values come into play. The introduction of commercial activities often leads to an increase
in traffic and a decrease in safety, resulting in a decline in property values. Long-term residents may find themselves in a
precarious position where their homes' worth diminishes due to the very changes that were sold to them as beneficial.

This can create a sense of instability and uncertainty for families who have made significant investments in their neighbourhoods.
Conversely, where neighbourhoods remain safe, businesses can drive up rental prices to the point where potential residents are
being forced out of good neighbourhoods.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 03/04/2025)

Abad warns of adverse impact on city infrastructure

The Association of Builders and Developers (Abad) has expressed serious concerns over the recent amendments to the Karachi
Building and Town Planning Regulations 2002, stating that the changes will have adverse effects on the city’s infrastructure.

In a statement, Abad’s senior vice president Afzal Hameed said that the Sindh Building Control Authority’s decision to allow
commercial activities in residential areas is hasty and ill-considered.

He warned that such a move would lead to unregulated construction, increased traffic congestion, environmental pollution, and
arise in other urban problems in Karachi.

He urged the SBCA director general to immediately review and reverse the amendment, restoring the previous regulation in order
to maintain urban balance, discipline, and the residential character of affected neighbourhoods.
(By Dawn Reporter, 13, 09/04/2025)

Notices issued on petition against amendments to building regulations

Around two dozen residents of Old Clifton have moved the Sindh High Court against some recent amendments to the Karachi
Building and Town Planning Regulations (KBPTR) 2002 through which the Sindh Building Control Authority has allowed
commercial use of residential properties.

A two-judge bench, headed by acting Chief Justice Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar, issued notices to the local government
department, SBCA, advocate general and others for April 22.

Mehdi Chagla, Kamal A. Chinoy, Zahid Hamid Maker, Majid Bashir Ahmed, Samir M. Chinoy, Khwaja Ahad Rahma and 15 other
Clifton residents filed a petition through their counsel Arshad Tayebaly and cited LG secretary, director general of SBCA, Karachi
Development Authority, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, Sindh Master Plan Authority and Sindh Environmental Protection
Agency as respondents.

They pleaded to declare the impugned amendment ultra vires to the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979 (SBCO) and other
relevant laws as well as without lawful authority and of no legal effect.

Many Clifton residents ask SHC to set aside changes to Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations

The petitioners’ counsel submitted that the amendments in question were made to the KBTPR 2002 through a notification issued
on March 13 by the SBCA.

He argued that the SBCA had abruptly and without any lawful authority amended the definition of various regulations of KBTPR
by substituting the meaning of ‘amenity plot’, ‘commercial’ and ‘residential uses’.

He submitted that Regulation 19.2.1 earlier defined as “residential uses” had been recently amended by inserting a new definition
of “recreation uses” which included activities, facilities and spaces that facilitate leisure, social interaction and community well-
being.

The counsel maintained that this encompassed dining and social establishments such as cafes, food courts and similar venues,
provided they contribute to the recreational and communal experience of the neighbourhood.

He argued that such an amendment was against the very definition of “residential uses” and would practically lead to conversion
of a residential property into a commercial one without fulfilment of any requirements for change of land use as provided in the
KBTPR 2002.

He also submitted that such changes cannot be sustained as the parent law did not provide for any such authority either to the
SBCA or the master plan department.
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He contended that the amendment in question was amount to permitting a radical and abrupt change in the zoning
regulations/master plan of the entire city to the detriment of all residents.

The counsel informed the bench that after such changes, the respondents hastily permitted conversion/declaration of residential
properties for their usage as commercial without due process, which was against the law as well as judgements of SHC and the
apex court.

He also sought an interim relief by asking the court to restrain the respondents from acting further till the final adjudication of the
petition.

The bench in its order stated, “Contention requires consideration; therefore, let notice be issues to respondents as well as
advocate general for 22.04.2025. Notice may also be issued to the advocate general under Order 27-A CPC for the next date as
vires of law are under challenge.”

The petitioners submitted in the petition that the preamble of the SBCO made it abundantly clear that the SBCA’s jurisdiction
pertained to planning and construction of buildings, prices charged for disposal of buildings and plots by builders and demolition
of dangerous buildings in the province.

Therefore, they stated that the conversion and usage of land came outside the scope of SBCA’'s domain and solely rested with
the land holding authorities being the KDA and KMC, etc.

The petitioners also maintained that the SBCA has deprived the government of billions of rupees in revenue, which was otherwise
to be recovered through conversion fees and charges and the impugned amendment was a backdoor attempt at high-density or
mixed-use conversion without formally declaring zones under the Sindh High Density Development Board Act 2010.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 09/04/2025)

Only 8% of Mohenjo Daro excavated

Renowned historian and researcher Prof Dr Ghulam Mustafa Shar has revealed that only eight per cent of the ancient
archaeological site Mohenjo Daro has been excavated, with the vast majority still unexplored. He made these remarks during a
lecture at the University of Sindh's Institute of Sindhology in Jamshoro. The event was organised in collaboration with the M H
Panhwar Institute of Studies.

Dr Shar highlighted the immense potential for new discoveries through further excavation. He added that Mohenjo Daro is not
merely a site of historical interest, but a treasure trove of ancient knowledge and cultural sophistication. "Mohenjo Daro isn't just
an archaeological site; it is a living archive of knowledge that reflects the grandeur, intellect, and cultural brilliance of ancient
Sindh," he added.

Challenging conventional views, Dr Shar argued that the language of Mohenjo Daro was neither Dravidian nor related to any
known script but was a unique local language that remains undeciphered. He called for a re-evaluation of the site's historical
importance, highlighting its advanced system of knowledge, technical education, social structure, and trade networks.

He urged the government to allocate increased funding for scientific research at the site and advocated for global recognition of
Mohenjo Daro's significance as a centre of ancient learning and innovation.

Speaking at the same event, University of Sindh Vice Chancellor Dr Khalilur Rehman Khoumbhati lamented the lack of academic
research into Sindh's history, particularly its post-partition period. He pointed to a shortage of credible reference material and
stressed the need for collaborative research efforts. Dr Khoumbhati called upon the Sindh Culture Department to take a more
active role in promoting historical scholarship.

He also announced that, in partnership with the Abdul Majid Bhurgri Institute, efforts are underway to preserve and promote the
Sindhi language in the era of artificial intelligence. As part of these initiatives, the University of Sindh will begin issuing academic
degrees in both English and Sindhi. Although the policy for bilingual degrees had previously been approved, it had not been
implemented until now, he said.

The lecture was attended by a number of prominent scholars and academics, including Director of the Institute of Sindhology
Ghulam Murtaza Siyal, former Vice Chancellor of the Shaheed Allah Bakhsh Soomro University of Art, Design and Heritage Dr
Bhai Khan Shar, Dr Fayaz Latif Chandio, Dr Riazat Buriro, Dr Wazir Ali Baloch, Prof Dr Lachhman Das Dhomeja, and Saijid
Qayoom Memon, among others.This synchronised campaign of digital disinformation using a Chinese social media platform to
undermine China's $65 billion investment is a clear act of hybrid warfare. CPEC is a lifeline for Pakistan's economy and the
flagship project of China's massive Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and any threat to this colossal project should be a joint
responsibility.

There is a need for collaborative efforts in different domains to counter the weaponization of TikTok by Baloch groups. On the
diplomatic level, Pakistan should engage with China to raise concerns regarding the exploitation of TikTok's algorithm against
CPEC. The two countries can set up a joint "tech task force" to oversee all CPEC-related digital security matters and coordinate
a joint response. On operational level, joint intelligence-sharing mechanisms could be established to track and analyse the origin
and spread of anti-CPEC content. For this purpose, cyber surveillance capabilities should be enhanced to monitor radical online
activities in real time.

The two countries should also collaborate on academic research to study hybrid warfare, digital propaganda, and their

implications for national security. They can engage pro-CPEC influencers to blunt extremist narratives besides establishing
partnerships with fact-checking organisations to debunk fake news and disinformation campaigns against CPEC.
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On the monitoring front, efforts should be made to identify and expose foreign digital interference aimed at magnifying anti-CPEC
sentiments. Relentless attribution of hostile actors - whether state or non-state - should be made part of the national cyber defence
strategy.

On the part of TikTok, a local content moderation team should be set up in Pakistan to flag and take down harmful content swiftly.
Accounts affiliated with banned groups such as BLA and BYC should be identified and blocked in coordination with Pakistani
authorities. Al-driven tools could also be implemented to detect and neutralise emerging digital threats against CPEC.

On China's part, effective steps need to be taken to address the algorithmic vulnerabilities of TikTok, ensuring that it doesn't
amplify radical or anti-CPEC narratives.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 14/04/2025)

Mayor reviews rehabilitation of displaced families

City Mayor Murtaza Wahab on Tuesday directed officials concerned to ensure transparent disbursement of financial
compensation to families displaced due to demolition of their houses along Gujjar, Mahmoodabad and Orangi nullahs.

He issued these directives while chairing a meeting held to review the arrangements for the rehabilitation of the nullah affectees
here at the KMC head office.

The mayor was briefed on the ongoing rehabilitation programme and informed that more than 6,000 displaced families due to
operation for restoration of different nullah had been identified.

A budget of Rs10 billion has been allocated for the rehabilitation of nullah affectees and Rs3.5bn had been disbursed among
2,200 families to date, the mayor was told.

The mayor emphasised the need to expedite the disbursement process and instructed that the entire operation be closely
monitored with full transparency.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 14, 16/04/2025)

‘Heritage preservation is more than just saving a few buildings’

The day-long 10th Dr N.A. Baloch National Seminar on ‘Historic Towns of Sindh’ looked at the province’s old cities, their people,
culture and architecture at the National Museum of Pakistan on Saturday.

The papers and presentations, in both Urdu and Sindhi languages, kept the main focus on Shikarpur, the city which was a gateway
for trade and an economic corridor due to its significant location.

Speaking on the occasion, Professor and Co-chairperson at the Department of Architecture and Planning, NED University of
Engineering and Technology, Dr Anila Naeem, said that she was researching Sindh’s historic cities, including Karachi, Thatta,
Hyderabad, Sukkur and Mirpurkhas when she came upon Shikarpur.

“After shortlisting the historic cities, which are still growing, | started concentrating on Shikarpur,” she said, adding that her PhD
thesis took her to Shikarpur from 2006 to 2009.

Seminar on historic towns of Sindh focuses on Shikarpur; expert stresses need for legislation for protecting heritage structures

“I kept visiting there after my doctorate. It was such an interesting city. Two books also came out as a result of those visits,” she
added.

The first book, Shikarpoor: Historic City, Sindh, Pakistan. Inventory & Mapping of Heritage Properties, published in 2013,
comprised two volumes.

The second book was Urban Traditions and Historic Environments in Sindh: A Fading Legacy of Shikarpoor, Historic City, which
came out in 2017.

About the first book, she said that it is an inventory of some 1,200 historic properties.

“The reason for publishing the inventory was not just to share data on the historic buildings but to also show how the town can
be managed properly so that its historic buildings are preserved, though it never happened. Today, that data we gathered for the
book is dated. But all the historic cities, including Shikarpur, should be celebrated,” she said.

“These cities are not just our historical assets they can also be economic assets. Heritage tourism is a big industry around the
world. It also helps preserve heritage,” she said, adding that it is important to carry out some sort of activity in heritage buildings
in order to preserve them.

More speeches were made and papers were read by archeologists, historians and writers, including Dr Asma Ibrahim, Dr Abdul
Ghaffar Soomro, Dr Anwar Figar Hakro, Dr Muhammad Ali Manjhi, Dr Zaffar Junjo, Dr Zulfiqar Ali Kalhoro.

During a panel discussion about the ‘Challenges for the Preservation of Historic Towns’, moderated by Dr Tania Soomro, it was
again pointed out how lucky the country is to have a tapestry of layers and layers of historic architecture though it has all been a
victim of years and years of neglect.

Dr Anila Naeem, who was also a part of the prestigious panel, said that in Pakistan’s history the major turning point was the
migration of the indigenous people.
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“There are many historic properties whose ownership is not clear due to this. Also, it has taken away a sense of ownership of a
city or town,” she said.

“There is a need for political will, there is a need for the establishment of systems to bring back that pride and sense of ownership
of historic places,” she added.

Speaking about the change in the historic city of Hyderabad since he did his PhD from there in 1989, retired Justice Prof Dr
Qamaruddin Bohra said that Hyderabad was a neat and clean city with law and order back in the 1980s.

“The law and order situation there was such that people didn’t even feel the need to lock their main doors,” he remembered. “But
today even | am afraid of going to Hyderabad,” he sighed.

The acting Vice Chancellor of NED University, Dr Noman Ahmed, said that there needs to be laws for preserving Sindh’s heritage.

He said that there is the Sindh Cultural Preservation Act of 1994 but it is not current. “Heritage preservation can be an industry.
Heritage also means preserving our ways of living, our culture and not just saving a few buildings,” he said.

“In our Northern Areas, there is the Ismaili community which engages itself in conservation of heritage. There is also the example
of Bosnia Herzegovina where the enemy targeted all the structures of historic value. But the people of Bosnia revived and
preserved their architectural heritage. | wish our people, together with the government and civil society, could do the same for
cities such as Shikarpur,” he said.

Archeologist and historian Dr Kaleemullah Lashari said that he valued the history of Thatta. He was also made the director of a
restoration project of the city in the mid-1990s. But he regretted to inform that the master plan he had come up with was shelved
due to the lack of enthusiasm of the people of Thatta.

“They were not interested in preserving their heritage. They were more interested in setting up meat shops and shopping plazas
from the help they had received from the Benazir government in 1994 for restoring their historic town. And they told the prime
minister that Thatta, today, is a city, which is eating up itself,” he said.

He also said that it was important to make laws that empower and educate communities to help them save their heritage by

rebuilding their infrastructure which in turn would help towns and cities prosper.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 20/04/2025)

PTI also moves court against SBCA decision to allow commercial use of residential properties

The opposition Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf on Saturday moved the Sindh High Court against the recent amendments to the Karachi
Building and Town Planning Regulations (KBPTR) 2002 that allowed commercial use of residential properties.

PTI leader Khurram Sher Zaman stated in the petition that the amendments carried out by the Sindh Building Control Authority
(SBCA) were ultra vires the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979.

He made the local government secretary and SBCA director general respondents in the petition and stated that the authority had
exceeded the delegated powers under the ordinance.

He said that the impugned amendments were made without any lawful authority and of no legal effect.

SHC to take up next week petitions filed by Clifton residents, JI and Pasban against controversial amendments
The petitioner maintained that the impugned regulations were also contrary to the fundamental rights of citizens.
He asked the court to set aside the controversial changes to KBPTR.

Later, talking to the media on the premises of the SHC, Mr Sher Zaman said that the PPP had plotted against Karachi by allowing
the SBCA to make such amendments.

He demanded that the ruling party in Sindh take back the controversial amendments.

Earlier, the SHC had issued notices to the provincial authorities for April 22 on three identical petitions impugning these
amendments.

Leader of the Opposition in the City Council Advocate Saifuddin and various other elected local government representatives of
the Jamaat-i-Islami, the Pasban Democratic Party and several residents of Clifton had filed separate petitions in the SHC.

They had argued that the amendments were against the very definition of “residential uses” and would practically lead to
conversion of a residential property into a commercial one without fulfilment of any requirements for change of land use as
provided in the KBTPR 2002.

They also submitted that such changes cannot be sustained as the parent law did not provide for any such authority either to the
SBCA or the master plan department.

They also stated that the amendment in question was amount to permitting a radical and abrupt change in the zoning
regulations/master plan of the entire city to the detriment of all residents.

The petitioners asked the court to declare the impugned notification as unconstitutional, ultra vires the Constitution as well as the
SBCO and liable to be set aside.
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(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 20/04/2025)
Bilawal inspects houses for flood survivors in Hyderabad

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari visited several villages in Hyderabad district to inspect the houses
constructed by the provincial government under its Sindh People’s Housing for Flood
Affectees (SPHF) initiative.

Accompanied by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and others, Mr Bhutto-
Zardari reviewed the basic facilities available at the sites and distributed ownership
certificates to the beneficiaries, said a PPP press release issued on Saturday.

*" Speaking on the occasion, he said that the PPP-led government had not only fulfilled
| its promise of rebuilding homes for flood survivors but taken a transformative step by
awarding ownership rights in the name of women from the affected families —
- ensuring that an entire generation is empowered to move forward.

He said that a large number of houses had been completed, and these homes had now become valuable economic assets for
the flood-affected families.

“These homes will now be a great asset for you, an economic asset. You will be able to pass them on to your children in the
future.

These houses and this roof over your heads will remain yours forever — no one will be able to take them away from you,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Mr Bhutto-Zardari inspected a tactile tile track constructed in Village Gul Hassan to assist visually impaired children
in navigation. During his visit, he met two visually impaired children from a flood-affected family — nine-year-old Gul Hassan and
13-year-old Sajjad — who briefed him about how the tactile tile track helps them find their way.

Later, in Village Jhundo Khoso, he distributed property ownership certificates among flood-affected families.

Out of the 209 homes planned for this village, construction of 135 houses has been completed so far.

He also visited a school and dispensary in the flood-affected village of Himmatabad.

During the briefing, he was informed that the area residents were once victims of bonded labour and had been resettled decades
ago. Following the devastating floods, the Sindh government provided them with newly constructed homes.

He directed his party’s elected representatives to prioritise and resolve key issues faced by the village, including water shortages.
(By Dawn Reporter, 13, 20/04/2025)

Murad discusses progress on housing project for flood victims with IsDB team

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah held a meeting with a high-level delegation from the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB),
led by Regional Director Dr Walid Abdelwahab, here on Thursday.

Two key provincial schemes, the Sindh Flood Emergency Housing Reconstruction Project (SFEHRP) and Sindh Integrated Health
and Women Empowerment Project, were focused during the discussion.

The meeting was held at the CM House and attended by Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah, Principal Secretary Agha Wasif,
Chairman P&D Najam Shah, Secretary Health Rehan Baloch, and CEO SPHF Khalid Shaikh. The IsDB delegation included
Country Manager Ishtiag Akbar and IsDB Pakistan Representative Muhammad Alio Yazdai, among others.

The IsDB is financing $200 million for the reconstruction of houses for those affected by the flooding. The chief minister stated
that the Sindh government, in partnership with international collaborators and NGOs, is actively implementing water, sanitation,
and hygiene (WASH) projects in various districts to improve public health, particularly in flood-affected and underserved
communities. In response to the CM’s request, the IsDB agreed to provide additional support for the WASH project.

Islamic bank pledges additional support for water, sanitation schemes

Mr Shah emphasised that the SFEHRP and WASH projects have been designed to enable owner-driven, multi-hazard resilient
reconstruction of core housing units following the 2022 floods.

Mutual cooperation discussed with US diplomats
CM Shah also met with US Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker to discuss mutual cooperation between the United States and the
Sindh government, emphasising climate change and its impact.

The meeting was held at the CM House and attended by US Consul General Scott Oberum, Sindh Chief Secretary Asif Haider
Shah, Principal Secretary Agha Wasif and other senior officials.

The CM and Natalie Baker exchanged views on various bilateral matters, including agricultural development and the use of

modern farming technologies. They also explored collaboration in education, healthcare, and investment, with both sides
underscoring the need for joint measures to address environmental challenges.
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The rehabilitation of flood-affected communities and the reconstruction of homes were key points of discussion. The CM stated
that his government is building 2.1m homes for flood victims and has granted them ownership rights.

Ms Baker expressed satisfaction with the developmental efforts of the Sindh government and assured continued US support and
cooperation.
(By APP Dawn, 13, 25/04/2025)

SBCA allegedly violated rules to allow heritage building demolition

A historic building located in Clifton's Bath Island area was illegally demolished during the Eid-ul-Fitr holidays, despite being
officially listed as a heritage structure. Sindh Chief Secretary Asif Haider Shah has taken notice of the incident and ordered an
inquiry into the matter.

The building in question, known as Kharis House, was situated at Plot No. 4 FT-4/1, Bath Island Clifton. According to the Sindh
Antiquities Department, the structure had been declared a protected heritage site. However, the Sindh Building Control Authority
(SBCA) granted demolition approval in October last year - a move that the Antiquities Department claims was unauthorized.

Director General of the Sindh Antiquities Department, Abdul Fattah Sheikh, told The Express Tribune that the demolition began
on March 28 and was nearly 90 percent completed by the following day. He added that the demolition was deliberately delayed
for months after approval, and the final act was carried out strategically during the public holidays to avoid scrutiny.

According to Sheikh, the SBCA's decision to permit the demolition violated established legal procedures. "Under the law,
demolishing a heritage building requires consultation with and recommendation from the Technical and Advisory Committees, in
addition to explicit permission from the Antiquities Department. None of these steps were followed in this case," he said.

The Antiquities Department has formally written to SBCA Director General Ishaq Khuhro, demanding an internal inquiry into the
unauthorized demolition. "This is a serious breach of preservation laws and an alarming act against Karachi's cultural heritage,"
Sheikh noted.

In response to the incident, Sindh's Chief Secretary has directed the Karachi Commissioner to launch a thorough investigation.
The aim is to determine who was responsible for allowing the demolition to proceed without mandatory heritage approvals.

Efforts to obtain a comment from SBCA DG Ishaq Khuhro were unsuccessful, as he did not respond to repeated calls and
messages from The Express Tribune.

Chief Secretary Asif Haider Shah expressed grave concern over the incident and emphasized that the protection of cultural and
historical heritage is of utmost importance. He warned that any negligence or unlawful actions concerning heritage properties will
not be tolerated and will be met with appropriate legal consequences.

Furthermore, the Chief Secretary instructed the Secretary Culture to initiate the mapping of all heritage buildings in Karachi and
to upgrade the vigilance mechanisms to prevent any future violations or unauthorized demolitions.

The demolition of Kharis House has sparked fresh concerns about the lack of enforcement of heritage protection laws in Karachi,
where historic buildings are increasingly vulnerable to commercial development pressures.

The Antiquities Department is now calling for stricter oversight to prevent further erosion of the city's architectural legacy.
(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 25/04/2025)

Experts seek urban land reforms, halt to unregulated commercialisation

Urban planning experts, architects and members of civil society voiced their concerns over the recent amendments to the Karachi
Building and Town Planning Regulations 2002 during a dialogue held at the Karachi Press Club on Friday.

The event titled “Amendments to the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations 2002, and the Future of the City”, was
jointly organised by The Knowledge Forum, Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (CBE) and the Urban Resource Centre
(URC).

Town planner and architect Arif Hasan criticised the current state of housing and land use in Karachi while emphasising the urgent
need for urban land reforms in Sindh.

“The absence of low-income housing is forcing people to develop informal settiements or katchi abadis,” he said. “The government
must fulfil its responsibility in ensuring planned and affordable housing.”

Arif Hasan said there are land limitation laws in many countries, under which a family cannot keep more than a piece of land,
which ensures proper utilisation of the land. This will ensure land reforms.

‘Quiet’ tweaks to building regulations termed threat to Karachi’s culture, environment

Highlighting unchecked commercialisation in areas such as PECHS Block 6, Arif Hasan stated that while commercial activities
are necessary, they must be well-planned and regulated. “Without planning, we cannot move forward. Karachi’s urban needs are
complex and must be addressed through comprehensive strategies,” he asserted.

Amber Alibhai of Shehri-CBE pointed out that amendments to the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979 and related bylaws are
being carried out without public knowledge or input. “The Sindh Building Control Authority [SBCA] has centralised control over
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master planning, regulations and town planning, and they are making changes quietly,” she said. “Major shifts in land use, building
heights and parking norms are being made without transparency.”

Alibhai also highlighted historical context, noting that when the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) was established, it was
entrusted with housing development for the city, which had its laws and regulations for various residential societies. Over time,
this framework has deteriorated. “The protected nature of the construction industry and state patronage of utilities have led to
poor enforcement and increasing violations,” she added.

She said with the growth in population a continuous body should be there for planning for a city. This is not happening in Karachi.
“Our city has become a chess board and powerful people play with pawns,” she remarked.

Architect Fazal Noor warned that while commercial activity is a natural outcome in a city such as Karachi, “regularising violations
is not a solution to inability to enforce rules”.

He emphasised that commercial areas should not be broadly defined and called for a rethinking of planning criteria, particularly
how land use is determined. “We must move from land area-based formulas to those grounded in population density and
environmental impact, including smog, noise, sewage and drainage issues,” he said.

Civil activist and lawyer Abira Ashfaq lamented the absence of a system to compensate those displaced by commercialisation or
illegal development. “The affected are left without remedy, while power has increasingly shifted from technical experts and
regulators to bureaucrats serving business interests,” she said.

The former chief of the Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), Jameel Yousuf, said that in 1995 they had established a
neighbourhood watch and they handled all civic facilities themselves. “The idea was to replicate it in other areas. We wanted the
KMC to multiply it in other areas,” he said while suggesting that the KMC should take over all societies that are collecting funds
from residents and confiscate all their funds.

Earlier, while introducing the speakers, the Director of The Knowledge Forum Zeenia Shaukat emphasised that the consultation
aimed to address concerns over amendments that were made quietly during long public holidays, without public or stakeholders
engagement. “Civil society must speak up. The culture and environment of Karachi are at stake,” she said.

She drew attention to environmental consequences, stating that Karachi’s temperature has risen by 2.5°C in recent years. “The
city’s per capita floor area is below five square meters, far lower than the UNESCO standard of 20,” she noted, urging
policymakers to align planning decisions with climate commitments. “Pakistan is preparing its updated Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), and Karachi, as part of the C40 cities network, must play its role.”

The participants called for the immediate halting of unregulated commercial expansion and demanded a participatory approach
to city planning that prioritises people, the environment and inclusive urban development. They urged for transparency,
accountability and meaningful public consultation in all future planning decisions.

Zahid Farooq of URC, Chandan Mali of National Commission for Human Rights, Advocate Shazia Nizamani, Saeed Baloch and
Ayoub Shan of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, Researcher Sadya Siddiqui, journalists Sohail Sangi, Aslam Shah and others also
spoke.

(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 26/04/2025)

Commercial use of residential properties will harm city’s liveability, experts warn

Experts have warned that the provincial government’'s decision to permit commercial activities in residential areas of the
metropolis will degrade the quality of life for citizens by increasing vehicular traffic, fuelling pollution, harming the environment
and triggering unregulated structural changes in homes to support commercial use among many other problems.

They said this while speaking at a discussion held at the Urban Resource Centre (URC) on Tuesday where it was also pointed
out that many neighbourhoods in the city were already facing issues due to the unchecked spread of 24/7 street hotels and shops
selling dangerous stuff such as gas cylinders and “smuggled petrol and diesel”, all of which have made several residential areas
increasingly unlivable.

URC vice chairman Dr Noman Ahmed said the recent amendments to the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations 2002,
which allow commercial use of residential properties, were very concerning.

He spoke in detail about the objectives of the Karachi Building Control Authority, now known as the Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA) and said that one of its main purposes was to regulate commercial and residential use of properties and ensure
that the latter is not used for the former purposes.

Arif Hasan says civic institutions largely focus on making money from citizens

Dr Ahmed said that if commercial use of residential spaces was allowed, it would negatively impact environment in the residential
areas as there would be more vehicles and fuel emission. Increased number of vehicles would also lead to traffic congestion and
noise pollution.

“Moreover, changes would be required in the infrastructure of residential places to make them work for commercial use, which is

another problem,” he said, adding that “it has been already observed that people either sold their houses or just left them in the
areas of the city where commercial activities were allowed”.
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Referring to the rising number of fire incidents in the city, particularly on Sharea Faisal and Rashid Minhas Roads, Dr Ahmed said
one of the reasons behind them was that the infrastructures where blazes erupted were not constructed and equipped for
commercial activities. That’s another threat which is likely to grow after this move of the government, he pointed out.

During the discussion, a citizen pointed out that there were gas cylinder and “smuggled petrol selling shops” in residential
buildings which posed many threats. Additionally, the “tea hotels” are open 24/7 and their seating arrangements are spread across
streets and footpaths, which create inconvenience for residents.

A civil society member pointed out that the government’s decision would lead to further increase in the population of the metropolis
as people from other cities might come to benefit from the opportunity in such a big city. The government should work on
expanding commercial and economic opportunities in other cities of Sindh, he added.

Architect and town planner Arif Hasan said the civic institutions in the metropolis were largely focused on “revenue generation”
and making money from citizens instead of doing their actual work and resolving peoples’ issues.

He said that most often it is the case that the plans and projects made for resolving issues are “based on assumptions” instead
of research and proper planning, which leads to such plans’ being incapable of meeting the desired goal and, therefore, many
people are left out from such plans.

The event was moderated by Member URC Zahid Faroog.
(By Waqas Ali Ranjha Dawn, 13, 30/04/2025)

Urban reforms

OLD and new challenges continue to haunt Karachi’s residents. Since the beginning of this year, a large number of people have
died in road accidents. Families blame different cadres across tiers of government
and the operators of large vehicles. Transport operators protest as crowds burn or
damage their vehicles and assault drivers. Transport planning and management are
under tremendous stress due to rising public scrutiny.

Meanwhile, the Sindh Building Control Authority has amended certain clauses in the
Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, 2002 (amended from time to time).
The purported aim is to allow the commercial use of residential properties. If
implemented, the sanctity of residential spaces will be severely compromised. Auto
rickshaw operators, many of whom provide vital public transport, have been barred
from operating on 11 major streets. The authorities took this step to curb the
increasing number of these vehicles and decongest the main corridors.

In addition to the emerging challenges, long-standing problems remain unresolved: housing for the homeless; extending piped
water to millions who rely on alternative means; improving safety; controlling marine pollution; addressing poor land management
that converts precious farmland/ grazing grounds into real estate; disruptions due to the BRT Red Line project; the unresolved
complaints of evictees; and the swift conversion of amenity spaces into commercial structures.

The question is, how can the administration tackle these complex matters concerning different government tiers, private
enterprises, powerful stakeholders, civil society organisations and political and religious groups? The only rational option is
consultation, urban planning, management and collective action to drive reforms.

Consultation is vital for any meaningful planning effort.

We learn from newspapers, social media posts and other communication that some form of consultation is already taking place
amongst the stakeholders. Civil society actors have an ongoing discourse analysing these and other issues Karachi faces. The
Urban Resource Centre has had multiple engagements around the problems faced by people in katchi abadis, peripheral areas
and emerging settlements. Noted urban planners, activists and sector specialists have contributed to these deliberations, keeping
the common people at the centre of the discourse.

Citizens for Better Environment/ Shehri has identified irregularities in construction and the management of the built environment.
Through consultations with stakeholders, academia and media, it has highlighted key factors routinely disrupting neighbourhood
management and filed multiple court cases.

Such public interest litigation has given legal relief in city matters, such as the illegal conversions of parks and playgrounds or
illegal construction on amenity plots. The Karachi Citizens Forum, the Climate Action Centre, SABKA, the Concerned Citizens
Alliance, Karachi Bachao Tehreek, the Knowledge Forum, the Technical Training Resource Centre and others have done
commendable research and come up with proposals for better planning and management of the city. It would be wise for
government agencies to take note of their work and evolve a rational course of action for tackling Karachi’s perennial problems.

The Greater Karachi Region Plan 2047 is being prepared under the Karachi Development Authority. It is being supervised by
officials and done through contracts. Some initial work has been shared with city stakeholders, while the firms concerned are
busy fulfilling the terms of reference and securing emolu-ments.

It must be remembered that urban and regional planning is a process, not a finite contract. Many key informants, scholars,

researchers and organisations are knowledgeable about Karachi’s past and present challenges. Consulting them is vital for any
meaningful planning effort.
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In the same vein, the Karachi Climate Action Plan was undertaken by a group of experts, researchers and public scholars as a
starting point to address climate-related challenges. Prepared for the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, the plan now calls for
establishing a viable platform for its implementation through an inclusive and consultative process.

It is regrettable that a previous plan that proposed the creation of a Karachi-based steering committee to deal with all urban
planning and development challenges faced by the metropolis has not been notified so far. While powerful, clandestine groups
secure their interests, the ordinary people continue to run from pillar to post. It is time we institutionalised reforms for a rational
and consultative process to manage urban planning, development and management affairs.

(By Noman Ahmed Dawn, 07, 03/05/2025)

FIR ordered against SBCA men over heritage building demolition

An inquiry report has exposed a nexus between the builder mafia and officials of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA),
revealing a deliberate violation of law leading to the unlawful demolition of a protected heritage site named ‘Kharas House’ in
Bath Island, Clifton.

The investigation ordered by Sindh Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah not only unearthed severe irregularities, but also pointed out
coordinated efforts by government officials and the private owner of the building to demolish the historical structure under the
guise of a legal process.

After the investigation, the chief secretary ordered an FIR against senior SBCA officials and the owner of the property.

The chief secretary also issued a “show-cause notice” to the SBCA director general Ishaq Khuhro, asking him to explain his
position on the matter by Wednesday [today].

He also instructed the culture department to immediately begin a citywide survey and mapping of all declared heritage buildings
in Karachi.

Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah also reviewed the findings of the inquiry report and expressed grave concern over demolition
of a protected building.

The chief minister vowed strict accountability and pledged to protect “Sindh’s rich cultural and architectural legacy”.

Last month, the chief secretary had directed the Karachi commissioner to conduct a detailed inquiry into the matter and issued
directives that if any irregularity was detected, strict action must be taken against the responsible individuals and officials.

A statement issued by the chief secretary office on Tuesday said that the commissioner submitted an inquiry report, which brought
to light severe irregularities, deliberate violations, and a nexus between government officials and the private owner aimed at
unlawful demolition of the heritage building.

The Kharas House, located at Plot No. FT-4/14, Bath Island Road, Clifton, and officially declared a protected heritage property in
2018 under the Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act, was unlawfully razed to the ground during the Eid holidays — timed
strategically to avoid oversight when government offices were closed.

The move, which shocked conservationists, drew widespread condemnation.
According to the commissioner report, the SBCA bypassed all mandatory procedures by issuing a demolition permit without
obtaining clearance from the culture department.

The inquiry found that the SBCA technical committee on dangerous buildings initiated the demolition process on January 4, 2024,
without involving professional regulatory bodies such as the Pakistan Council for Architects and Town Planners (PCATP) and the
Association of Builders and Developers (Abad).

The inquiry also exposed how the SBCA later tried to retroactively justify the demolition by citing an irrelevant court case (Suit
No. 666 of 2024), a defence the report flatly rejected as “baseless”.

Tactics to cover up the wrongdoing included backdated correspondence, delayed notices, and misdirection to other departments.
Notably, the statement issued by the chief secretary office said, the demolition was first intercepted not by the SBCA or the culture
department, but by the deputy commissioner of south, who attempted to halt the illegal activity.

The SBCA, meanwhile, scrambled to cancel permissions and issued backdated notices — steps that came too late to prevent
the demolition.

In response to the report’s findings, the chief secretary ordered criminal proceedings against key officials, including Ashfaq
Hussain (director south, SBCA), Agha Kashif (deputy director south, SBCA), and building owner Ms Kanja.

FIRs are being registered, and the matter has been referred to the Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) for a thorough
investigation. Immediate suspension of the implicated officials has also been recommended to ensure transparency.

Regarding SBCA chief, the CS issued a show-cause notice, stating: “As per report of the Commissioner, Karachi Division, you
being head of the Sindh Building Control Authority failed to protect Heritage Buildings. Besides, you did not cooperate into the
matter and also failed to attend the meeting despite clear-cut instructions.”

The disciplinary action has also been ordered against the deputy director (heritage), culture department, for negligence in

safeguarding the site.
(By Imran Ayub Dawn, 13, 07/05/2025)

23


https://www.dawn.com/news/1908856/fir-ordered-against-sbca-men-over-heritage-building-demolition

NEWS CLIPPING ON HOUSING JANUARY TO JUNE 2025

Heads roll at SBCA over heritage building’s demolition

Sindh Chief Secretary Asif Haider Shah has ordered the registration of FIRs against two officials of the Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA) and the owner of Kharas House, a protected heritage property in Clifton, following its illegal demolition during
the Eid holidays.

The move came after an inquiry report by the Karachi commissioner, which held the demolition of the colonial-era structure -
located at Plot No FT-4/14, Bath Island Road - unlawful and revealed a premeditated attempt by SBCA officials and the property
owner, Dhummai Cowasjee Kanja, to bypass regulatory oversight.

The chief secretary had ordered the inquiry on April 24. Its findings have triggered a wave of disciplinary actions: SBCA Director
General Ishag Khuhro has been issued a show-cause notice, while SBCA Director Ashfaq Hussain Khokhar and Deputy Director
Agha Kashif have been suspended by the Local Government Department. The Services and Administration Department has
suspended Pirah Mangi, Deputy Director (Heritage) at the Culture, Tourism and Archives Department.

According to the report, the SBCA's Technical Committee on Dangerous Buildings started the demolition process on January 4,
2024, without input from professional bodies such as the Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planners (PCATP) and the
Association of Builders and Developers (ABAD). Despite acknowledging that Kharas House appeared to be a heritage structure,
the SBCA granted demolition permission on October 18, 2024, without seeking mandatory heritage status verification from the
culture department.

Perhaps most troubling, the demolition was timed to coincide with the Eid holidays - when government oversight would be
minimal. The report stated that it was the deputy commissioner for District South, not the SBCA or culture department, who first
took action to halt the demolition.

The inquiry also uncovered attempts by SBCA to retroactively cover up its role: demolition notices were issued only after work
had begun, and no timely communication was made with the assistant commissioner to prevent the damage. Terming the case
a "clear example of misconduct and manipulation," the report has recommended criminal proceedings against the SBCA officials
involved as well as the property owner.

The entire matter was also brought to the knowledge of the Chief Minister Sindh, who reviewed the findings of the inquiry and
fully endorsed the actions taken against the responsible officers. The Chief Minister expressed grave concern over the unlawful
demolition of a protected heritage site and emphasized the need for strict accountability and reiterated the government's firm
stance on the protection of Sindh's cultural heritage.

Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah has also instructed the Culture Department to immediately begin a citywide survey and mapping
of all declared heritage buildings in Karachi. The Chief Secretary also directed that disciplinary proceedings be initiated against
the Deputy Director (Heritage), Culture, Tourism, Antiquities & Archives Department, under the applicable Efficiency and Discipline
(E&D) Rules, for failure to discharge duties and prevent the illegal demolition. The Chief Secretary emphasized that any individual
found involved in endangering or destroying the cultural heritage of Sindh would face severe legal and administrative
consequences.

(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 07/05/2025)

SBCA chief distances himself from demolition of heritage site

After the police in the city registered a case against two senior officials of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) for allegedly
demolishing a heritage structure in violation of the law, the chief of the building watchdog has distanced himself from the illegal
move.

The SBCA head, Ishag Khuhro, claimed that the act was carried out with the approval of the authority’s former chief, Abdul
Rasheed Solangi, and accused the commissioner of preparing a “misleading” report against him “without ascertaining facts.”

The Boat Basin police had registered an FIR against two officers of the SBCA and the owner of a heritage building for their alleged
involvement in the unauthorised demolition of the historic Kharas House, located in Bath Island Road, Clifton, following an inquiry
report that exposed a nexus between the builder mafia and the SBCA officials and showed a deliberate violation of the law.

The investigation, ordered by Sindh Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah and conducted by the Karachi commissioner, not only
unearthed severe irregularities, but also pointed out coordinated efforts by government officials and the private owner of the
building to demolish the structure .

The Boat Basin police registered the FIR against the SBCA Director Ashfaq Hussain Khokhar, Deputy Director Agha Kashif, and
the property owner, Dhumai Cowasjee Kanja on the complaint of Muhammad Jawad Rabbani, a field officer from the Sindh culture
and tourism department.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 09/05/2025)

Arif Hasan narrates Tharparkar’s story of neglect

Tharparkar, located in the south of Sindh, is said to be a desert, but being a fertile desert, it is unlike the other known deserts of
the world such as the Sahara Desert and the Gobi Desert.

During a talk about his research and findings about Tharparkar at the Urban Resource Centre on Tuesday, architect and town

planner Arif Hasan said that Tharparkar is a neglected area of Pakistan, and of undivided India before that. Only Mithi, its
headquarters, had seen some development due to trade.
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Arif Hasan’s research on Tharparkar has also resulted in a book, published a few
years ago. He first started documenting the area in 1974 but left it to return to it in
1978. “The people of Thar approached me. They told me to come and see what can
be done for their district,” he said. And that was how he found himself heading there
in a truck full of goats and other grazing animals.

Strange discoveries were made. No one, except three people, in Tharparkar owned
a watch. They determined the time from the stars at night and the shadows cast on
. the ground by sunlight. Apart from that, there was also the issue of Hindu castes
since the area is predominantly Hindu. The scheduled castes, or “untouchables”,
were even afraid of letting their shadow fall on anyone.

Says roads built in Musharraf’s time brought some changes in peoples’ lives

They lived on the outskirts of the main cities. The people of Tharparkar lived a simple life. They had goats, buffalo, camels, etc.
The milk from such animals was used in producing butter, yogurt and the like. The barter system was used for trading. “Maybe a
goat or two in exchange for a watch, and so on. These things and more | figured out slowly,” the senior architect explained.

“For water assessment, | noticed that the locals stored and used rainwater. When that water finished, they simply migrated to
another area where there was water as they not just needed it for themselves but also their animals. There they got busy growing
crops and fodder again. It was their culture,” Arif Hasan pointed out.

He said that they also have wells that are 60 to 100 feet deep. “It is all rainwater till that level. Any lower than that the water is
brackish, which only the camel can consume. It is useless for humans and plants,” he said.

About the drought and famine in Tharparkar, he said that the rest of the country and the world first heard about it in 1987 as it
was only then that the press printed stories about it along with the photographs of starving and dying animals.

But studying the details of the drought then, | realised that it was nothing new, but a common occurrence in Thar. “I wrote that it
was actually a drought of social relations with Thar, of the rest of the country’s callousness for the region. For this | was called by
the Sindh government as well as the Unicef to prove my claims,” he says.

Land ownership is another issue in Tharparkar. With people migrating so much the land was often left to the peasants, who
became de-facto owners though they didn’t really have a 99-year lease of the land.

Still there was big change with the peasants who sold animal produce and agriculture harvests in the market. Suddenly, there
was money coming in. But they needed roads to reach the markets or for the market to reach them.

The building of roads in Tharparkar, during the time of President Musharraf, brought on further changes. Camels were sold off to
buy motorcycles. There was also an increase in tourism in Mithi, Islamkot and other cities of Tharparkar. Artisans who used to
make clay pots and pans are no longer sought after as plastic containers have come into demand. And the Thar Coal Project has
brought on more changes. There has been displacement of more people where mining takes place.

Those areas have also been robbed of vegetation, turning them into arid zones. It can only be speculated what all this means for
the district. “But it is @ human disaster and a land disaster,” Arif Hasan concluded.
(By Shazia Hasan Dawn, 13, 14/05/2025)

SBCA: right retreat

Sindh Building Control Authority, the SBCA, has had to go back on its controversial, rather senseless, decision to allow
commercial use of residential properties in Karachi — however, not before representatives of the civil society and political parties
sought judicial intervention in the matter.

As many as eight petitions, filed in the Sindh High Court, forced the building control high-ups to withdraw a notification issued in
March that endorsed the rampant violation of building rules whereby no commercial activity is allowed on a residential property.

The unchecked use of residential premises for commercial activity in Karachi over the years has already blurred the difference
between a residential and a commercial area so much so that most of the localities in the city look like residential-cum-commercial
zones — dotted with private schools, hospitals, clinics, eateries, grocery stores, and even offices, warehouses and factories.
Needless to mention that this disturbs peaceful environment and causes mental agony to the residents.

Why did then the SBCA — understood to be acting at the behest of the provincial government — move to legalise an activity that
lays the foundation of turning the whole of Karachi into a residential-cum commercial zone? Well, it was an easy way out for the
authorities to save the bigwigs among the violators of building rules from actions ordered by the courts over various petitions
challenging the unlawful commercial activity on residential premises. This goes to show that our rulers care a damn about a whole
populace when it comes to benefiting a select few.

However, thanks to the swift intervention from civil society activists and local politicians, Karachi has been saved from what would

have been a civic infrastructure havoc.
(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 17/05/2025)

Orangi no more a slum, PA told

Once dubbed as the biggest slum of the Asia, Orangi Town is no more a katchi abadi, said CM's Advisor on Human Settlement
Najmi Alam on the floor of Sindh Assembly on Friday.
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"Orangi Town is no longer classified as a katchi abadi (slum), with the Sindh government investing Rs7 billion in its development,"
Najmi said.

He noted that while the number of slums across the city has grown significantly, the government is committed to regularising
these settlements after completing all necessary legal formalities.

He made these remarks on Friday during the question-and-answer session related to the Human Settlements Department in the
Sindh Assembly. The session, chaired by a Panel of Chairpersons' head Rehana Leghari, also addressed various written and
supplementary questions from lawmakers.

While responding to questions in the Sindh Assembly, Najmi Alam acknowledged widespread encroachments on drains and water
lines. He reported that three employees were dismissed for issuing illegal leases. Responding to MQM member Quratul Ain's
question, he said the department has records of slums registered until 2011. Alam highlighted the major issue of illegal
construction in slums, mentioning that even the posh Clifton locality has three slum settlements.

The government has formed a demolition squad All through the slums, streets would be widened by 10 feet any other structure
on the streets would be razed.

Answering MQM's Fauzia Hameed, he explained that property ownership is thoroughly verified, maps are prepared, and drone
imagery is used before leases are granted.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 24/05/2025)

lllegal cattle markets popping up all over Karachi despite ban

While the city administration has allowed the sale of sacrificial animals at designated locations for upcoming Eidul Azha, illegal
cattle markets have multiplied in the city, leading to traffic jams and sanitation
problems in several localities.

The mushroom growth of illegal cattle markets in densely populated localities of the
city have also posed risks to safety for pedestrians and residents.

Several illegal cattle markets were found established in an organised manner by
mounting large tents, provision of electricity, security guards and entry points in
different parts of the city.

lllegal cattle markets were established underneath the Gizri flyover, at the backside
of Dubai Palace in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Plot 39 and adjacent ground near Mosimiat in Block-6, in Scheme 33, Yousuf Goth and near
Rais Goth at Hub River Road in district Keamari and near Kala Pul in district South.

Commissioner Syed Hassan Nagvi, who had recently through a notification imposed a ban on illegal cattle markets and roadside
sale of livestock, said that the city’s administration was taking strict measures to regulate market activities and ensure compliance
with municipal regulations.

Commissioner has allowed markets for sacrificial animals only at 14 spots in seven districts

He said that any market operating without permission from the city administration was considered illegal and would face action.
The illegal cattle markets, which emerged mainly on roadsides and open spaces along the streets, not only cause traffic disruption
in different localities, but also create sanitation issues.

Hundreds of thousands of sacrificial animals from various parts of the country are brought for sale in the city on the occasion of
the religious festival and many small traders move the livestock to different areas and set up illegal cattle markets.

In many areas across the city, seasonal traders occupy open spaces along the streets and roads, establishing their trading hubs
with a dozen or so animals.

Residents of several localities said that the traders brought their animals on the streets a little after dusk and continue their
business late in the night, disrupting both vehicular and pedestrian flow.

A resident of Burns Road, Muhammad Shahid, said that the entire vicinity was stinking with the animal waste as several lanes
had become trading hub of the sacrificial animals.

The city administration had imposed Section 144 of the criminal procedure code in the city for one month to ensure orderly
arrangements for cattle markets.

As per the commissioner’s order, the sale of animals will be banned at the places, other than the permitted cattle markets.
Karachi’s seven district administrations have allowed animal markets at 14 spots in the city.

Officials said that the strict orders had been issued to the authorised market organisers regarding cleanliness, security, and noise
prevention.

They said that an effective system for disposing of animal remains and waste had also been imposed in all markets and action
would be taken against violators under Section 188 of the Pakistan Penal Code.
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The officials said that the crackdown on illegal cattle market was in full swing and the action against illegal trading hubs was being
taken on day to day basis.

They said that over 40 unauthorised cattle markets had so far been removed in different parts of the city.
They officials said that the 18 unauthorized markets were removed in district Malir, three in Korangi, four in Central, 12 in East,
three in Keamari and two in South.

The illegal trading hubs have even emerged along with the major arteries of the city, including M.A Jinnah Road.
(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 26/05/2025)

Mayor opens British-era Denso Hall after renovation

Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab on Sunday formally inaugurated the historic Denso Hall building on M.A. Jinnah Road, marking
oy the completion of the restoration and renovation of the colonial-era heritage
structure.

“Following the restoration of Khalig Dina Hall, Frere Hall, and Empress Market,
today the historic Denso

Hall and Library has been reopened after renovation,” he said while talking to
reporters.

The Denso Hall now includes a digital library, a coffee shop and a well-equipped
event hall.

“It's our commitment to fulfil promises, digitising all KMC assets, and preserving the city’s heritage to educate the younger
generation about Karachi’s rich history,” he said.

Restored heritage building includes digital library, coffee shop and event hall

He recalled that Denso Hall and Library, built in 1886, was the first public library accessible to locals, whereas previously such
libraries and halls were reserved for British officials and their families.

He regretted that the building was converted into a government office in the 1980s, depriving children and students in the area of
its use.

“In 2007, the building was handed over to a private party, after which it remained closed until December 31, 2023. Now, it has
been reopened for citizens as promised. We encourage the public to use the space for literary, academic and cultural events,” he
added.

He said that the budget of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation was used in a transparent manner for the renovation of buildings
which highlighted the spirit of the city’s past. “The KMC itself is historically significant, having registered its first birth and death in
1872,” he said.

The mayor promised to revive the city’s glory and said that past neglect would be rectified.

About future challenges, the mayor mentioned plans for proper disposal of animal waste during Eidul Azha and preparation for
monsoon rains. He also announced the reconstruction of Mohammad Ali Hoti Market and upcoming restoration plans for Lea
Market and Machhi Miani Market.

He said that the Sindh government had been requested to allocate funds for these projects.

Referring to the renovated Denso Hall and Library, Mayor Wahab expressed gratitude to Habib Bank for its financial support and
invited further collaboration from other organizations for Karachi’s development.

Deputy Mayor Salman Abdullah Murad, Parliamentary Leader Karamullah Wagasi and others were also present.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, Dawn, 13, 26/05/2025)

Centre, Sindh join hands for $3.1bn coastal land reclamation plan

The federal and Sindh governments have joined hands to work together on a much-ambitious $3.1 billion project aimed at
reclaiming land near Machar Colony for coastal developments, including four new berths and a fishing port with a world-class
fisheries export processing zone.

At a meeting held at the CM House on Thursday, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah and Federal Maritime Affairs Minister Junaid
Anwar agreed to collaborate on a series of ambitious projects, including the Karachi Coastal Comprehensive Development Zone
(KCCDZ).

The KCCDZ, initiated by the maritime ministry in 2021 and included in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, is expected to
generate significant employment opportunities, with the feasibility study already complete and implementation planned in three
phases across 687 acres.

According to a press statement issued from the CM house, the China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC) briefed the chief
minister on the KCCDZ project, a joint initiative with the federal government through an existing Memorandum of Understanding.
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Karachi to get new fishing port, berths and fisheries export processing zone under the initiative, meeting told

This project, estimated at $3.1bn, aims to reclaim land near Machar Colony for developments, including a business bay, high-
tech knowledge park, new industry city, cruise terminal, and a desalination plant. The CM said that the proposed project would
not affect any human settlement in the area.

A committee, including the Sindh Planning and Development Minister Syed Nasir Shah, Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab, and
Commissioner Hasan Naqvi, will address land-related issues between the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and the Sindh government.
The federal maritime ministry will soon appoint its representatives to the committee.

The meeting included provincial ministers Sharjeel Memon, Nasir Shah, Muhammad Ali Malkani, Environment Advisor Dost
Muhammad Rahimoon, Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab, Chief Secretary Asif Haider Shah, Principal Secretary Agha Wasif, P&D
Chairman Najm Shah, Livestock Secretary Kazim Jatoi, Environment Secretary Agha Shahnawaz and others.

On the federal side, Parliamentary Secretary for Maritime Affairs Dr Darshan Punshi, Director General Ports & Shipping Alia
Shahid, Secretary Board of Investment Dr Arif Igbal, Chairman Port Qasim Authority Rear Admiral (R) Moazzam llyas, General
Manager KPT Atiq Rahman and other officials were present.

At the outset of the meeting, the chief minister affirmed Sindh’s commitment to collaborate with the maritime ministry on all
upcoming projects, emphasising the need for joint efforts to drive the province’s development.

Sewerage system
Recognising the dire need to prevent untreated wastewater from polluting the sea, the chief minister underscored the importance
of rapidly installing sewage treatment plants throughout Karachi.

He extended a standing offer to collaborate on every project with the federal ministry, ensuring synergy and maximising benefits
for the people of the province.

The federal maritime affairs minister expressed his confidence that projects undertaken in partnership with the Sindh government
would deliver substantial benefits to the province and its residents.

Both the federal and provincial governments concurred on the critical importance of working together to promote sustainable
coastal development in Karachi.

Sewage treatment overhaul
The chief minister said that the provincial government was actively installing treatment plant-3 (TP-3) in collaboration with CRBC,
alongside plans to establish a desalination plant with a capacity of 50,000 gallons of water daily.

He said that the broader Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan (STP-ll) was being expedited to tackle the issue of untreated sewage
flowing into the sea via the Lyari and Malir rivers. “Upgrades to treatment plants TP-1 and TP-2 will increase their capacity to 100
MGD and 180 MGD, respectively, while a new treatment plant (TP-4) with a 180 MGD capacity will be constructed in Korangi,
specifically treating water from the Malir river basin,” he added.

An eco-tourism project was also discussed to launch, offering boat tours through Karachi’'s mangrove areas.

Truck stand

The meeting was told that relocating the truck stand from the city had been assigned to the committee of the Advocate General
of Sindh and the Commissioner of Karachi. The KPT representatives would also be in the committee, and they would jointly
propose the location for shifting the truck stand and then get approval from the chief minister.

(By Tahir Siddiqui Dawn, 13, 30/05/2025)

SBCA officials among 18 issued arrest warrants

An Anti-Corruption Court in Karachi has issued non-bailable arrest warrants for 18 accused, including officials of the Sindh
Building Control Authority (SBCA), a sub-registrar, and a builder, for allegedly facilitating the illegal construction of a multi-storey
building in Kharadar area in exchange for bribes.

Judge Ameenullah Siddiqui heard the case. Investigating officer (IO) informed the court that SBCA officials allowed the
construction of a seven-storey building despite initial permission for only three-storey structure.

The court was informed that the case was initially registered at Kharadar police station on the directives of the Sindh High Court
and was later transferred to the Anti-Corruption Department for further investigation. After reviewing the evidence, the court
approved the challan, which includes 19 accused, 17 SBCA officials, a sub-registrar and a builder. The court also ordered
immediate arrest and production of the accused before the court.

Naqgeebullah murder case

A special Anti-Terrorism Court at the Anti-Terrorism Complex in Karachi Central Jail heard the Nageebullah murder case and
expressed anger over the absence of key witness, SSP Dr. Rizwan. The investigating officer submitted a report to the court,
stating that SSP Rizwan is unwell.

Regularisation of workers

The constitutional bench of the Sindh High Court has reserved its verdict on the plea for regularisation of over 500 contract
employees of Pakistan Steel Mills after completion of arguments from all parties.
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The court expressed astonishment over the request to regularise workers of a defunct institution. Justice Adnan-ul-Karim Memon
remarked, "Steel Mills has been shut down since 2015. How can its employees be regularised?" Justice K.K. Agha noted, "If
these employees are regularised, who will pay their salaries?" The petitioner's counsel responded that the Steel Mills would bear
the cost.

(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 05, 18/06/2025)

The unlivable city

For yet another year, Karachi has been branded one of the world's least livable cities, ranking 170 out of 173 in the Economist
Intelligence Unit's 2025 Global Liveability Index. With a dismal score of 42.7 on a 100-point scale, Karachi barely edged out
Dhaka, Tripoli and Damascus to stay out of last place. It should be noted however that Dhaka has been at the centre of a political
revolution that led to the overthrow of the Bangladeshi government and several protests, some of which turned violent.

Tripoli has been ravaged by a civil war and repeated flare-ups since the Arab Spring began in 2011, while Damascus has just
emerged from the brutality of the Syrian civil war. Karachi, on the other hand, has no civil war or uprising to blame. It just is that
much of a mess.

The city's woes are multifaceted, rooted in decades of neglect and misguided priorities. Karachi scored worst in "stability" and
"infrastructure" — even worse than war zones where roads, highways and hospitals are being bombed — and it remains plagued
by crime, terrorism and inadequate public services. In fact, a Forbes Adviser list last year placed Karachi as the second riskiest
city for international tourists.

An Asian Development Bank report also offered more context for Karachi's problems, drawing a direct link between grotesque
income inequality and the city's major problems. While it is quite difficult to make things worse,

Mayor Murtaza Wahab's defence was simultaneously lamentable as he criticised the survey for overlooking Karachi's "vibrancy"
and "resilience." Other cities generally described as vibrant include Vienna and Damascus, which are polar opposites in almost
every other measure.

Beyond security, many of the problems holding Karachi back are unique to Pakistan, including the commercial emphasis on
property speculation, which is more lucrative for businesses and politicians, rather than affordable housing developments, which
are direly needed and still profitable.

(By Editorial, The Express Tribune, 14, 19/06/2025)

City's first beach resort opens

Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab inaugurated the Cove Beach Resort at Hawk's Bay on Friday, the first-ever beach resort in the
metropolis established under a public-private partnership (PPP) model.

While speaking at the inauguration ceremony, Mayor declared that Karachiites no longer need to travel abroad for premium beach
experiences, as the city now boasts its own world-class leisure destination. The resort, completed in just six months, offers state-
of-the-art facilities and is now open to the public.

The mayor described the project as a milestone achievement for the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and a step toward
modernising the city's infrastructure.

Wahab announced that another beach resort is in the pipeline, likely to be developed in Ibrahim Hyderi or Malir, ensuring broader
access to high-quality recreational spaces for citizens. He stressed that enhancing Karachi's leisure and tourism sector remains
a top priority under his administration.

The mayor outlined several key projects aimed at improving Karachi's livability and economic vitality, which include cleaning of
46 major stormwater drains to prevent urban flooding during monsoon; beautification of Il Chundrigar Road, the city's financial
hub; preservation of historic landmarks such as Denso Hall, Empress Market, and Frere Hall; development of a mangrove
conservation park to promote environmental awareness.

The inauguration was attended by Deputy Mayor Salman Abdullah Murad, City Council Parliamentary Leader Karamullah Wagasi,
Deputy Parliamentary Leader Dil Muhammad, and various UC chairmen and officials.

In a separate meeting with the Sindhi Muslim Housing Society's Managing Committee, Mayor Wahab directed the KMC Land
Department to take immediate action against illegal constructions and encroachments on KMC-owned properties. He asked for
weekly progress reports to ensure enforcement transparency.

Meanwhile, the mayor has formally written to the Federal Minister for Commerce and Chairman of the Export Development Fund
(EDF) Board, Jam Kamal Khan, expressing deep concern over the continued neglect of Karachi in the allocation and utilisation
of Export Development Funds.

The Mayor has urged the federal government to ensure that Karachi receives its rightful share of support and funding,

commensurate with its critical role in Pakistan's economy.
(By Newspaper's Staff Reporter, The Express Tribune, 04, 22/06/2025)

Monsoon haunts damaged Mohenjo Daro again

The work on conservation, preservation and restoration of the rain-damaged ruins of Mohenjo Daro undertaken in the wake of
2022 downpour has not been finished yet while another monsoon season is set to bring rains upon the World Heritage Site.
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Architect Naveed Sangah told Dawn at the site that the three-pronged work
was started at the HR area where the 2022 rains had damaged structures.
Over a dozen walls had fallen and four wells had suffered damage eroded, he
said.

Prof Ghluam Mustafa Shar, senior archaeologist and member of Technical
Consultative Committee (TCC) of the National Fund for Mohenjo Daro (NFM),
was supervising the overall work, he said.

He said that it was a joint venture of the NFM and the Directorate General of
Antiquities and Archaeology that was put in operation at a cost of Rs20 million.
It would be completed in July 2025, he said, adding the task spread over a year’s time limit.

To stop further damage and decay with underpinning technique the bludgeoned walls were treated and works on wall-topping,
flooring and pointing with mud-layers were being done coupled with applying mud-slurry, he said.

But the question still remained that would this mud-layer on baked-brick walls withstand the onslaught of weather and the
expected rains along with continued rise in temperature, he said.

The mud-capping of the structures was almost washed away during 2022 rains along with the damage caused to other structures
which had prompted the department of archaeology and the NFM to undertake the conservation of the affected ruins with the
idea of saving them from the monsoon season’s effects in future, he said.

Sources said that many of the walls were completely damaged and they were being rebuilt under new treatment after applying
scientifically tested mud and bricks.

Work to be started on new proposal
Ihsan Abbasi, curator of Mohenjo Daro, disclosed to Dawn that a new Rs30 million proposal floated by the department in
consultation with the TCC focused on conservation of the structures had been accepted and approved.

Experts had pinpointed the heavy damage caused to the old ruins during the massive rains in Munir Area, V.S area and certain
portions in D.K South. Not only the proposal was okayed in view of the vast damage but TCC’s three members, Dr Ghulam
Mustafa Shar, Dr Altaf Assem and Dr Qasid Hussain Malah, were also nominated to supervise the preservation; conservation
and restoration work in the above areas, said the sources.

Hopefully, the work on the new proposal would start from the new fiscal year.

When the officials posted at Mohenjo Daro site asked why the department preferred to complete the restoration work at a time
when the monsoon was hovering above them and heavy rains could undo their work besides causing further damage to the
structures, they were told that pre-monsoon measures had already been put in place, said the sources, adding they were confident
that such measures would certainly work.

Progress on Mohenjo Daro Master Plan
The sources at the site said that the Sindh government had approved a Master Plan for Mohenjo Daro thanks to dedicated efforts
of Sindh Minister for Culture Syed Zulfikar Ali Shah.

The plan was mentioned in the provincial budget for 2025-26 and a handsome amount of Rs541 million was earmarked to update
the facilities at the site to not only attract foreign tourists but also provide necessary facilities to experts, researchers and
foreigners interested in visiting the Indus Valley civilization’s site and undertaking research work to further explore the ruins, said
the sources.

They said the budget was approved while the PC-1 was in the final stages of approval. As soon as the PC-I was finalised the
amount kept for it would be released to start work on a multi-pronged plan, said the sources.

Under the plan, the gigantic site of Indus Valley would be provided express electricity line, construction of new hostel, motel, and
canteen with focus on beautification of the site, said the sources.
(By M.B Kalhoro Dawn, 13, 27/06/2025)

Low-cost housing projects hit dead end

Even after the passage of 12 years, residential projects introduced by the Sindh government for providing decent housing to the
low-income segments of Karachi remain hanging in uncertainty. Amidst complex bureaucratic hurdles and shifting priorities of the
government, many deserving families can imagine comfortable living in their dreams only.

In the financial year 2008-09, a low-cost housing project was initiated under the management of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
Housing Cell. As part of this project, low-cost houses were to be constructed in different districts of the province. According to
officials of the housing cell, 18,700 low-cost houses have been constructed in three phases, Under this scheme, 6,000 houses
were to be constructed in Karachi, but not a single house has been built there to date.

After this, during the same tenure of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP), the Sindh government had announced another project
under which 50,000 poor families of the province, including Karachi, were to be given free plots totaling 120 square yards in area
size. However, so far, only 27,000 plots have been given to the deserving families across Sindh. The project was also supposed
to accommodate families of PPP workers martyred during the bomb blast in October 2007.
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The Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Town was built at the Hawks Bay area of Karachi, where 18,000 plots of 120 square yards were
given to impoverished families including the relatives of the martyred PPP workers and local journalists. Due to lack of necessary
development and other problems, most of the allottees could not build their houses and were forced to sell their plots at cheap
prices due to poverty. Many others however, remained deprived of their promised land, due to the outdated system of government
offices.

A PPP worker from Lyari, on the condition of anonymity, revealed that when the project had started, they had made several
rounds of the respective offices, but each time they were told that the paperwork had not yet started. Similarly, another PPP
worker from Lyari, shared that even though he was given a plot under the scheme, he did not have money to construct a house.
"I could not afford to build a house therefore, | sold my plot for Rs100,000 a few years ago," said the allottee.

When contacted by the Express Tribune, Irfan Abro, in-charge of the project, confirmed that very few people had constructed
houses in the Shaheed Benazir Town Karachi. "Hence, we have informed all plot holders through an advertisement this month
that they should submit the layout plan of their plots as soon as possible. Allotments will be cancelled for those who do not submit
their layout plans and fail to start construction work," said Abro. Anis Qadir Mangi, Director of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Housing
Cell, told The Express Tribune that 6,000 houses were to be constructed in Karachi under the project. "l have submitted a proposal
to the Sindh Finance Department in this regard," said Mangi.

(By Razzak Abro The Express Tribune, 04, 28/06/2025)

Sindh High Court restrains SBCA from surveying properties in Bahria Town Karachi

The Sindh High Court has restrained the Sindh Building Control Authority from conducting a survey of properties being
constructed on the premises of Bahria Town Karachi (BTK) to protect the interest of the allottees.

The order was passed by a two-judge bench headed by Justice Mohammad Igbal Kalhoro while hearing the petition of Bahria
Town (Pvt) Ltd against the SBCA decision to nominate its various officers to survey the constructions to safeguard third-party
interests.

The bench also issued notices to the secretary of local government department, the SBCA and other respondents as well as
advocate general of Sindh for Aug 28.

The Bahria Town (Pvt) Ltd petitioned the SHC impugning an office order and subsequent notification/letter issued by the SBCA
on June 12 and June 13, nominating its various officers to survey the constructions in question as per the letter issued by National
Accountability Bureau to safeguard the interests of third party, ie allottees of Bahria Town Karachi.

Citing secretary of local government department, SBCA director general, SBCA director of Malir district and others as
respondents, the petitioner asked the SHC to declare the impugned office order and letter issued on June 12 and 13, unlawful,
illegal and void ab-initio.

Representing the petitioner, senior counsel Farooq H. Naek submitted that the committee was constituted purportedly in
compliance with an apex court order passed on Nov 23, 2023 as well as a letter issued by NAB on May 19, 2025 to conduct a
survey of constructions and propose further recommendations for a decision in the interest of allottees.

However, he argued that neither the petitioner was issued any notice before issuance of impugned order/notification, nor pointed
out any violation to justify formation of the committee.

He also maintained that the director general of the SBCA was not the competent authority o issue such order and the Supreme
Court had not given any direction as quoted in the impugned order/letter for formation of such committee.

The counsel further asserted that the only directive issued by the apex court was that in case Bahria Town failed to make good
of the outstanding amount, NAB should proceed and file a reference against it and in compliance of which the reference has
already been filed by the anti-graft watchdog.

He contended that as far as the buildings and constructions on the premises of Bahria Town Karachi were concerned, the same
were constructed with approved plan and no violation has been committed and even otherwise, the petitioner was entitled to
advanced notice before constituting a committee for such purpose.

After a preliminary hearing, the bench noted that contentions raised by the counsel for the petitioner required consideration and
put the respondents and the provincial law officer on notice for Aug 28. “Meanwhile, parties are directed to maintain status quo
till the next date of hearing,” it added.

The petitioner also submitted that the committee in question was tasked to conduct survey within one month and to assist relevant
departments in preparation of consolidated report about volume of development, quantum of constructions and status of
occupation along with estimated revenue in work shape, scrutiny fees/composition fee for proposed regularisation plans. It also
pleaded for an interim relief seeking suspension of the impugned order and letter.

(By Ishaq Tanoli Dawn, 13, 30/06/2025)

31


https://www.dawn.com/news/1921091/sindh-high-court-restrains-sbca-from-surveying-properties-in-bahria-town-karachi

	Housing Title
	Hou Jan to Jun 25
	Gulgee's home now a museum


