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Muhammad Younus

An extraordinary human being and a lifelong servant of
people and place. His work expanded outward into cities,
villages, and disaster-stricken landscapes across
Pakistan and internationally. He lived by a deep belief in
dignity, justice, and collective strength.

At a time when integrity and people-centred work feel
rare, he stood as a steady moral presence. He chose
collaboration over control and dignity over visibility. His
absence leaves a deep void for those who relied on him.




Muhammed Younus began his professional journey at the Orangi
Pilot Project as Program Coordinator for Research and Training.
This role marked the beginning of a lifelong commitment to urban
justice, rehabilitation, and the rights of communities that others
often ignored. At URC, he helped shape community-driven
development models. He connected research with practice and
policy with people. His work extended from being local, national
and international.

The impact of his work

will never be forgotten.




7 Local Projects

Five Model Cities:

He played a key role in advancing
community led urban development models,
where residents of low-income settlements
were treated as decision-makers rather
than beneficiaries. His work emphasised
participatory planning, documentation of
informal settlements, and strengthening
local institutions to improve housing and
infrastructure outcomes.




7 Local Projects

Healthy Housing Project:

Through this initiative, Younus highlighted
the link between housing conditions and
physical and mental well-being, particularly
in Karachi's informal settlements. His
contribution lay in advocating for housing
as a public health issue, focusing on
ventilation, sanitation, density, and dignity
in living conditions.




National Projects:

Awaran Earthquake
Rehabilitation:

He supported more than 1,025 families
affected by the devastating earthquake that
struck Balochistan, Pakistan, by providing
essential housing assistance, constructing
wells and hand pumps, and implementing 33
safe drinking water schemes to ensure
access to clean water for the affected
communities.




National Projects

Support of the
Integrated Urban
Development Process:

Younus contributed to shaping integrated urban
planning frameworks that bridged the gap
between provincial policy and ground realities.
His work ensured that voices from informal
settlements and marginalized communities were
included in planning discussions around land
use, housing, and services.




National Projects

Passive Cooling , oy
Solutions for Urban Poor _ _
Households in Asia:

Recognising heat stress as a growing
urban crisis, Younus supported low-cost,
climate-responsive housing strategies
suitable for Pakistan’s climate. His
contribution focused on sustainable, non-
energy-intensive design solutions that
made housing safer and more livable for
low-income families.

£1_ | Urian Riesoorce Canire



National Projects

Force Eviction:

Younus played a key role in URC's
Eviction Watch and housing work with
low-income and informal settlements,
highlighting the impacts of forced
evictions and advancing people-
centered housing and urban policy
through grounded research, advocacy,
and long-term community engagement.




7 National Projects

Supporting Communities
for Flood Rehabilitation:

After recurring floods in Sindh, he supported
community-centred rehabilitation approaches,
ensuring rebuilding processes reflected
residents’ actual needs. He emphasised local
knowledge, incremental rebuilding, and long-
term resilience rather than short-term relief-
driven solutions.




International Projects

Collective Housing Asian
Hub for Social Production

Muhammad Younus worked with the
Asian Coalition for Housing Rights (ACHR),
contributing Pakistani perspectives to
Asian-wide dialogues on collective
housing. He supported the idea of “social
production of habitat” where
communities collectively plan, finance,
and build their living environments.

Bangkok
I



International Projects

Collective Housing Asian Hub for Social Production of Habitat

Indonesia



International Projects

Collective Housing Asian Hub for Social Production of Habitat

Malaysia



International Projects

Collective Housing Asian Hub for Social Production of Habitat

Q&.ch&.a and Ghana




Muhammed Younus leaves behind a legacy that lives in rebuilt homes, flowing
water systems, safer streets, empowered women, and restored livelihoods.

Created with love by

his daughter.



His passing is a great loss to
civil rights, urban justice, and
community development. He
will be deeply missed by the
communities, colleagues,
friends, and family who relied
on his wisdom, calm leadership,
moral clarity, and kindness.

Created with love by
, his daughter.
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